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15.34% efficiency all-small-molecule organic solar
cells with an improved fill factor enabled by a
fullerene additive†

Dingqin Hu,‡a Qianguang Yang,‡a Haiyan Chen,a Friso Wobben,b Vincent M. Le Corre,b

Ranbir Singh,c Tao Liu, d Ruijie Ma, d Hua Tang,a L. Jan Anton Koster, b

Tainan Duan, a He Yan, d Zhipeng Kan, *a Zeyun Xiao *a and Shirong Lu *a

Solution processed organic solar cells (OSCs) composed of all small molecules (ASM) are promising for

production on an industrial scale owing to the properties of small molecules, such as well-defined chemical

structures, high purity of materials, and outstanding repeatability from batch to batch synthesis. Remarkably,

ASM OSCs with power conversion efficiency (PCE) beyond 13% were achieved by structure improvement of

the electron donor and choosing Y6 as the electron acceptor. However, the fill factor (FF) is an obstacle that

limits the further improvement of the PCE for these ASM OSCs. Herein, we focus on the FF improvement of

recently reported ASM OSCs with BTR-Cl:Y6 as the active layer by miscibility-induced active layer

morphology optimization. The incorporation of fullerene derivatives, which have good miscibility with both

BTR-Cl and Y6, results in reduced bimolecular recombination and thus improved FF. In particular, when ca. 5

wt% of PC71BM was added in the active layer, a FF of 77.11% was achieved without sacrificing the open circuit

voltage (VOC) and the short circuit current density (JSC), leading to a record PCE of 15.34% (certified at 14.7%)

for ASM OSCs. We found that the optimized device showed comparable charge extraction, longer charge

carrier lifetime, and slower bimolecular recombination rate compared with those of the control devices (w/o

fullerene). Our results demonstrate that the miscibility driven regulation of active layer morphology by

incorporation of a fullerene derivative delicately optimizes the active layer microstructures and improves the

device performance, which brings vibrancy to OSC research.

Broader context

Owing to the unique properties of small molecules, like their well-defined chemical structures, high purity of materials, and outstanding repeatability from

batch to batch synthesis, ASM OSCs are promising for productions on an industrial scale. With efforts in donor material design, a power conversion efficiency

(PCE) beyond 13% was reported for ASM OSCs with Y6 as the electron acceptor. However, the fill factor (FF) of such solar cells is still lower than that of their
polymer counterparts. FF is strongly affected by the active layer morphology and determined by the competition between the extraction and recombination of

free charges. Thus, to further improve the FF, morphology optimization and charge carrier dynamics must be considered. On the other hand, the regulation of

miscibility-induced microstructures has potential to improve the charge extraction and reduce the bimolecular recombination, which assists the FF

enhancement. Therefore, it is critical to understand how the miscibility driven active layer morphology optimizations influence the charge carrier dynamics
and the FF. To this end, we selected ASM OSCs composed of BTR-Cl:Y6 to illustrate how incorporating more miscible materials, such as fullerene derivates, can

improve the active layer morphology, recombination and extraction of charge carriers and, consequently, the FF.

Introduction

Organic solar cells (OSCs) have a promising application prospect
in flexible and portable devices on account of their unique
advantages, such as the tunable absorption range, the low
material costs, the potential for large area device fabrications,
and their lightweight.1–7 Based on the types of electron donor
and acceptor materials, OSCs can be categorized into all
polymer OSCs, all small molecule (ASM) OSCs, and polymer/small
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molecule OSCs. In comparison with their polymeric counterparts,
small molecules have well-defined chemical structures, high purity
of materials, and outstanding repeatability from batch to batch
synthesis, making them more suitable for production on an
industrial scale with printing techniques.8–10 With the emergence
of fused ring electron acceptors (FREAs), ASM OSCs with power
conversion efficiency (PCE) above 13% were reported by selecting
Y6 as the electron acceptor.11–16 However, small molecules tend to
aggregate and form large domains, leading to serious donor/
acceptor phase segregation.17,18 As a result, ASM OSCs still lack
device performance compared to OSCs with polymer donors and
FREAs that show PCEs exceeding 17% in both single junction and
in tandem structures.19,20

Considering the advantages of small molecules, it is clearly
necessary to improve the photovoltaic performance of ASM
OSCs. The PCE is a product of the open circuit voltage (VOC),
the short circuit current density ( JSC), and the fill factor (FF), so
one or more subpar parameters can seriously limit the PCE.
The VOC and the JSC can be potentially improved from designs
of the energetic levels and the absorption ranges of the small
molecule donor/acceptor,9,21,22 while the FF cannot be predicted
without the fabrication of the devices. However, higher FF can
be obtained by optimization of the thin film morphologies, and
approaches as solvent additives, solvent vapor annealing, and
thermal annealing11,17,23 have been proven to be effective methods
to improve the FF of ASM OSCs. For instance, FF as high as 77%
was obtained in BTR/PC71BM based devices with solvent vapor
treatment.24 In contrast, the FFs of the optimized ASMOSCs based
on FREAs were still lower than those of their fullerene counter-
parts. In particular, when Y6 was selected as the electron acceptor,
a PCE beyond 13% was gained by optimizing the active layer with
thermal annealing prior to electrode deposition, but the FFs were
lower than those of the OSCs with polymer donors.9,17,21,25 For
example, when BTR-Cl was blended with Y6 as the active layer, the
best FF was about 69%, which was ca. 10% lower than that of
the devices made of PM6/Y6.26 On the other hand, in high
performance OSC systems geminate recombination is negligible,
and bimolecular recombination becomes the major limiting factor
of FF, which is predominantly determined by the recombination
and charge extraction.27 Accordingly, to further improve the FFs of
ASM OSCs based on Y6, alternative morphology control methods
and the charge carrier dynamic processes in the devices must be
considered. Miscibility-induced morphology optimization is
another recently-developed promising method to improve the thin
film nanostructures by guest component incorporations.28,29 It is
demonstrated that incorporating more miscible materials in the
active layer assists suppressed bimolecular recombination toward
moderately improved FFs in OSCs with polymer donors.30,31

Therefore, the regulation of a miscibility-induced microstructure
to reduce charge recombination in the active layer can potentially
enhance the FF and consequently the PCE.27,32 Nevertheless, this
practice is rarely applied in ASMOSCs, especially the incorporations
of fullerenes as additives. Hence, to improve the performance of
ASM OSCs composed of BTR-Cl/Y6 that is limited by the FF,
miscibility induced active layer optimization was adopted and full-
erenes were chosen as the additives owing to their good miscibility

with both BTR-Cl and Y6. In addition, although fullerenes as the
third component were proved as a profitable method to improve
JSC and FF through the contribution of light absorption and
morphology optimization,33–36 there are few reports on applying
fullerene as an additive to adjust the miscibility between the
small molecular donor and acceptor.

In this contribution, we focus on the FF improvement of
devices with BTR-Cl/Y6 as the active layer, and PC71BM was
selected as the additive to rationally tune the active layer micro-
structures. The best performance was yielded when the PC71BM

loading was at ca. 5 wt% (BTR-Cl :Y6 :PC71BM, 1.8 : 1 : 0.10,
in wt%). We found that in comparison with the control devices,
the optimized devices showed comparable charge extraction,
longer charge carrier lifetime, and additionally, much lower
bimolecular recombination rate (1.7 � 10�12 cm3 s�1 vs. 9.0 �

10�12 cm3 s�1). Therefore, the optimized FF is improved from
69.63% to 77.11% (11.2% enhancement) with VOC and JSC
maintained, leading to higher PCE of 15.34%. Moreover, we
found that fullerene derivatives such as PC71BM-C and PC61BM
can also effectively improve the device performance. To the best
of our knowledge, the PCE of 15.34% (certified at 14.7%, detail
in Fig. S1, ESI†) is to date the highest efficiency for ASM OSCs.

Results and discussion

The chemical structures of the materials used in the active
layers are presented in Fig. 1a. The energy levels of each
material used in the active layer measured by cyclic voltammetry
(CV) are shown in Fig. 1b, which are consistent with previous
report.12 The normalized absorbance spectra of the neat and the
blend films are displayed in Fig. 1c and d, respectively. As
observed from the absorbance of the blend films, the optimized
one shows slightly enhanced absorption compared to that of the
control one in the range of 300–450 nm due to the addition of
PC71BM. Besides, PC71BM shows better miscibility with both
BTR-Cl and Y6 than the miscibility of BTR-Cl/Y6, which will be
characterized and discussed in the morphology part.

Devices with architecture of ITO (indium tin oxide)/PEDOT:
PSS/active layer (AL)/Phe-NaDPO/Ag were fabricated to evaluate
the photovoltaic performance with the presence of PC71BM in
the active layer. Device performances with other fullerene
derivatives are detailed in the ESI† (Fig. S2 and Table S1). The
current density–voltage ( J–V) is plotted in Fig. 1e and the
detailed photovoltaic parameters are summarized in Table 1.
As demonstrated,13 the control device (active layer: BTR-Cl:Y6)
exhibited a VOC of 833.4 mV, a JSC of 23.79 mA cm�2, and an FF
of 69.63%, resulting in a PCE of 13.81%. The optimized
PC71CM loading was found at ca. 5 wt%, and the optimized
devices (active layer: BTR-Cl :Y6 :PC71BM, 1.8 : 1 : 0.1, in ca.

5 wt%) yield a VOC of 837.8 mV, a JSC of 23.75 mA cm�2, and
a boosted FF of 77.11%, leading to an outstanding PCE of
15.34%. The difference in PCE is visualized in the statistical
chart (Fig. 1g). It is worth noting that the VOC and JSC of the
optimized device were the same compared with those of the
control devices. In particular, the identical VOC implies that the
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addition of fullerene in the active layer is not significantly
changing the energetic landscape, which is evidenced from
the device optimizations with varied fullerene contents presented
in Table S2 (ESI†); the JSC was estimated by optical modeling36

with refractive index and extinction coefficient from ellipsometry
measurements, and it is noted that when the internal quantum
efficiency was assumed to be 100%, the JSC of devices w/o and

with PC71BM are the same as well (Fig. S2 and S3, ESI†). There-
fore, the palpable enhancement of the efficiency is mainly
attributed to the FF that increased from 69.63% to 77.11% in
the optimized device. On the other hand, by close examination of
the EQE spectra of the control and optimized devices, it is found
that the EQE curves were identical as depicted in Fig. 1f. The
superimposed EQE spectra suggest that the bandgaps and the
integrated current density which directly estimate the VOC and JSC are
the same. Thus, the PC71BM as the guest component only improved
the FF without influencing the energetic landscape and the photon
to electron response of the active layer. To understand the improve-
ment, we decided to check the charge extraction and recombination
that determines the FF as well as the thin film morphologies.

In the operation of photovoltaic devices, FF relies on the
transportation, extraction, collection, and recombination behaviors
of photo-generated charges, and can be quantified to the rate of
charge recombination and extraction. The electron and hole

Fig. 1 Properties of materials and devices. (a) Chemical structures of BTR-Cl, Y6 and PC71BM; (b) energy levels of BTR-Cl, Y6 and PC71BM; (c)

normalized absorbance spectra of BTR-Cl, Y6 and PC71BM in neat films; (d) normalized absorbance spectra of blend films w/o and with PC71BM; (e)

current density–voltage (J–V) curves of the control and optimized devices; (f) external quantum efficiency (EQE) of the control and optimized devices;

and (g) the PCE distribution of the control and optimized devices.

Table 1 Summary of photovoltaic performance of the control and

optimized devices

Device
condition

VOC
(mV)

JSC
(mA cm�2) FF (%)

PCEmax/
PCEAve

a (%)
JSC

b

(mA cm�2)

Control 833.4 23.79 69.63 13.81/13.69 23.71
Optimized 837.8 23.75 77.11 15.34/15.14 23.65

a Statistical data obtained from 15 devices. b The JSC calculated from
the external quantum efficiency (EQE) curve.
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mobility were derived by fitting the dark current density with
the space charge limited current (SCLC) model. To get the dark
current density, the electron only and hole only devices with
architectures of ITO/PEDOT:PSS/AL/MoO3/Ag and ITO/ZnO/
Phen-NaDPO/AL/Phen-NaDPO/Ag were fabricated for active
layers w/o and with PC71BM. The electron and hole mobility
values are presented in Fig. 2a and b and Table S3 (ESI†).
Specifically, the electron and hole mobility values for the active
layers w/o PC71BM are 9.13 � 10�4 cm2 V�1 s�1 and 9.97 �

10�4 cm2 V�1 s�1; and these values for the active layer with
PC71BM are 9.32� 10�4 cm2 V�1 s�1 and 9.78� 10�4 cm2 V�1 s�1.
Notably, the slightly increased electron mobility and decreased
hole mobility from the film with PC71BM affords more balanced
electron and hole mobility.

Transient measurements on devices with laser perturbation
can measure the dynamics of free charges. When the device is
held at short circuit, transient photocurrent (TPC) is measured
and information on charge extraction from the device can be
obtained. Meanwhile, transient photovoltage (TPV) measure-
ments record the voltage decay of a device kept at open circuit
and facts related to charge recombination can be gained.37 In
addition, it was demonstrated that TPV measurements can be
used as a direct measure of charge recombination kinetics in
OSCs at open circuit by correlating the voltage decay with the

decay of the polaron signal measured in transient absorption
experiments.38 Therefore, we performed these measurements
to investigate the charge extraction and recombination patterns
of the control and optimized devices. Considering the same JSC
for both devices, the charge extracted from each device under
the same laser perturbation are the same, so we more focused
on the charge extraction time. As depicted in TPC (Fig. 2c), the
charge extraction time of the control and optimized devices are
0.88 ms and 0.86 ms, indicating that the charge extraction from
the control device is as efficient as that from the optimized
device. In other words, charge extraction is not a factor that led to
the improvement. Next, we examined the charge recombination
via TPV measurement. The carrier lifetime (t) was extracted from
fitting of the TPV signal with equation: y = A � exp(�x/t), and
values of 0.84 ms and 1.95 ms were obtained for the control and
optimized devices, respectively. The t with values of 1.95 ms from
the device with 5 wt% PC71BM is ca. 2.3 times longer than that
from the control device w/o PC71BM, implying that charge
recombination is greatly suppressed in the device with PC71BM

(optimized device). Meanwhile, the mono-exponential fit of the
voltage decay suggests that only one recombination route exists
in the devices.39 Hence, the suppressed charge recombination
upon the loading of PC71BM is the major factor causing the
improvement in FF. However, what kind of recombination is

Fig. 2 Characteristics of charge carrier mobility, charge extraction and recombination, and drift diffusion simulations. (a) Dark current density of the electron

and hole only devices w/o PC71BM (the solid lines are fittings to the SCLC model); (b) dark current density of the electron and hole only devices with PC71BM

(the solid lines are fittings to the SCLC model); (c) transient photocurrent of the control and optimized devices; (d) transient photovoltage of the control and

optimized devices; (e) J–V curves with various incident light intensities of the control devices (the solid lines are the fitting to the 1D drift diffusionmodel); and

(f) J–V curves with various incident light intensities of the optimized devices (the solid lines are the fitting to the 1D drift diffusion model).
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present in the device cannot be distinguished by performing only
TPV measurements, and other characterizations are needed.

Simulations by means of drift-diffusion modeling take into
account charge generation, recombination effects, and the
carrier mobilities of the active layer by numerically solving
the drift-diffusion equations that govern the J–V characteristics.
To get the detailed information about the control and opti-
mized devices, we performed 1 dimensional (1D) drift-diffusion
modeling40 of the J–V curves of ASM OSCs with various incident
light intensities by using parameters such as energy levels,
refractive index, extinction coefficient, and charge carrier mobility
measured for the materials and devices. The simulated parameters
are presented in Table 2. Notably, traps are absent in both the
control and optimized devices, and the bimolecular recombination
rates are quite different. The absence of significant trapping is in
line with the TPV fittings that only one recombination route, i.e.
bimolecular recombination, presents in the control and optimized
devices. The recombination rate of a control device is 9 �

10�12 cm3 s�1, which is much higher than that of the optimized
device with values of 1.7 � 10�12 cm3 s�1. Thus far, the charge
extraction and recombination features are analyzed quantitatively.
The optimized device has similar charge extraction conditions
to the control device, but significantly reduced bimolecular
recombination rate, leading to the enhancement of FF.

The altered electronic parameters in devices usually originate
from the morphology changes in the device active layer; there-
fore, we decided to check the miscibility of the donor/acceptor
materials, the surface/bulk morphology, and the crystalline
features of the films to examine the potential contributions of
morphological effects w/o and with PC71BM to the distinct FF.
The miscibility of two components in the blend can be esti-
mated from the solubility parameters (d) of each material. When
the d for two materials is comparable, i.e. the difference in the
absolute value (Dd) is small enough, they are more miscible in
the blend, indicating that two components will be finely mixed,
and less phase separated in the blend.41–45 The solubility
parameters (d) can be calculated with eqn (1),

d ¼ K
ffiffiffi

g
p

(1)

where g is the surface energy of the material, and K is the
proportionality constant (K = 116 � 103 m�1/2).46–48 The surface

energy of each material was calculated from the contact angle
measurements (details in Fig. S5 and Table S4, ESI†), and the
details are listed in Table 3. The d values for BTR-Cl, Y6, and
PC71BM are 4.28 K, 5.79 K and 5.57 K, respectively, indicating
that the miscibility of PC71BM/Y6 and BTR-Cl/PC71BM is better
than that of BTR-Cl/Y6. It is noteworthy to mention that though
themiscibility of twomaterials can be characterized by the solubility
parameters derived from the surface energy, the origin of the
increased miscibility may result from the entropy of mixing.49–51

Moreover, the absolute difference of d is listed in Table 3 as well.
These findings were also revealed from the microscopy measure-
ments, showing reduced aggregation and fine mixed phases.

The surface and bulk morphology of the thin films w/o and
with PC71BM were characterized by atomic force microscopy
(AFM) and transmission electron microscopy (TEM), respectively.
As demonstrated in Fig. 3a and b, the films show various extents
of aggregation. In particular, the pronounced aggregation (RMS:
2.20 nm) observed in the film w/o PC71BM contrasts with that for
the film with PC71BM (RMS: 2.88 nm). Usually, the surface
roughness tells the crystallinity features beneath,52 and the
increased roughness may correlate with the increased crystal-
linity of the active layer. These features are observed in the TEM
images (Fig. 3c and d) as well. The better mixed phases observed
for the film with PC71BM demonstrate that the miscibility
introduced morphology leads to well-formed morphology
and phase separation, benefiting the charge separation and
transportation.

The crystalline features and nanoscale phase segregations of
the thin films w/o and with PC71BM were examined by grazing
incident X-ray scattering. The molecular packing properties
were measured by grazing incident wide angle X-ray scattering

Table 2 Parameters of control and optimized devices via drift-diffusion simulations

Parameter Symbol Control device Optimized device

Average generation rate (1 sun) G 1.475 � 1028 m�3 s�1 1.239 � 1028 m�3 s�1

Effective density of states Nc 4.9 � 1026 m�3 1.55 � 1026 m�3

HOMO (effective) EHOMO �5.42 �5.42
LUMO (effective) ELUMO �4.1 �4.2
Relative dielectric constant er 3.5 3.5
Electron mobility* mn 9.13 � 10�8 m2 V�1 s�1* 9.32 � 10�8 m2 V�1 s�1*
Hole mobility* mp 9.97 � 10�8 m2 V�1 s�1* 9.78 � 10�8 m2 V�1 s�1*
Bimolecular recombination rate kBR 9 � 10�18 m3 s�1 1.7 � 10�18 m3 s�1

Anode work function WR �5.42 eV �5.42 eV
Cathode work function WL �4.2 eV �4.2 eV
Shunt resistance Rshunt 0.09 O m�2 0.14 O m�2

Series resistance Rseries 1.6 � 10�4 O m�2 1.35 � 10�4 O m�2

The parameters marked with ‘‘*’’ are the experimental data.

Table 3 Surface energy (g), solubility parameters (d), and the absolute

difference of d (Dd)

Film g (mN m�1) d � K Dd (�K)

BTR-Cl 18.3 4.28 —
Y6 33.49 5.79 —
PC71BM 31.04 5.67 —
BTR-Cl:Y6 — — 2.28
BTR-Cl:PC71BM — — 1.67
Y6:PC71BM — — 0.046
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(GIWAXS), and the 2D figures are shown in Fig. 3e and f,
respectively. The 1D patterns including in-plane (IP) and out-
of-plane (OOP) profiles of these films are presented in Fig. S7
(ESI†) and the parameters are summarized in Table S5 and S6
(ESI†). Two distinct features are observed from the GIWAXS results:
first, both films exhibit a distinct (100) peak at q = 0.29 Å�1 and a
(300) peak at q = 0.95 Å�1 in the OOP direction, and a (100) peak at
q = 0.34 Å�1 and a (010) peak at q = 1.72 Å�1 in the IP direction;
second, when ca. 5 wt% PC71BM was present in the film, the
molecular orientation was altered to preferential face-on direction,
leading to a totally different charge hopping network compared
with the films w/o PC71BM. Therefore, the introduction of PC71BM

transformed the edge-on governed blend effectively to a face-on
predominantmorphology. On the one hand, PC71BM is well-known
as an electron transporting isotropic material, which is favorable
for electron transport in any direction.53 In addition, BTR-Cl

presents a typical edge-on orientation and Y6 displays a represen-
tative face-on orientation.12,54 As a result, the transformation not
only constructs a novel pathway for carrier hopping, but also
optimizes the morphology with suppressed BTR-Cl phase yet
pronounced Y6 phase, which is in good agreement with the
changes in the hole and electron mobilities.

Subsequent to the crystallinity characterizations, the nano-
scale structural information of the active layers was monitored
by grazing incident small angle X-ray scattering (GISAXS)
measurements (Fig. S8, ESI†). The estimated pure phase
domain size of the film w/o and with PC71BM are 31.8 nm
and 23.9 nm, respectively. In comparison, the domain size of
the film with P71CM is closer to the theoretical exciton diffusion

length,55,56 which can be beneficial for the exciton dissociations
and charge separations. The changes in the molecular orienta-
tion and the pure phase domain size further confirm that the
miscibility-induced microstructures driven by the more miscible
PC71BM is the key to delicately manipulating the morphology
to achieve significantly suppressed charge recombination and
thus improved FF towards high-performing all-small-molecule
photovoltaics.

Conclusions

In summary, ASM OSCs composed of BTR-Cl and Y6 as the
active layer with PC71BM as additive were fabricated and
characterized. Compared to the control devices, the optimized
devices with ca. 5 wt% PC71BM in the active layer yielded a
higher FF of 77.11% with identical VOC and JSC, resulting in a
record PCE of 15.34% (certified at 14.7%). Based on the findings
from measurements of TPC and TPV, and the drift-diffusion
simulations, the origin of the FF improvement was attributed to
the significantly reduced bimolecular recombination caused by
the introduction of the PC71BM. With additional morphology
characterization, we found that when more miscible fullerene
derivatives were incorporated as the guest component in the
active layer, the donor/acceptor phase is better mixed with the
formation of more reasonable domain size, and the edge-on
oriented crystalline phases changed to face-on orientations,
forming favorable microstructures for charge separation and
transportations in the vertical direction in devices. The approach

Fig. 3 Morphology characteristics. AFM images (2 � 2 mm) of (a) film w/o PC71BM, and (b) film with PC71BM; the scale bars are 400 nm. TEM images of

(c) film w/o PC71BM, and (d) film with PC71BM. The scale bars are 200 nm. 2D GIWAXS patterns of (e) film w/o PC71BM, and (f) film with PC71BM.
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presented here paves the way to a deeper understanding of
the miscibility-induced morphology regulations and the FF
improvement resulting from the incorporation of more miscible
materials and provides direct guidelines for optimization of the
active layers in ASM OSCs.
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