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A criterion for the improved regular growth of an entire function in
terms of the asymptotic behavior of its logarithmic derivative in the
metric of L9]0; 27|

Ruslan V. Khats’
(Presented by V. I. Ryazanov)

Abstract. Let f be an entire function, f(0) = 1, F(z) = 2f'(2)/f(2), and Ty, = |J {z : argz = ¢;},
j=1

0 < <2 <...<tPm <27 An entire function f is called a function of improved regular growth if
for some p € (0;4+00) and p2 € (0;p), and a 27-periodic p-trigonometrically convex function h(y) Z —oo,
there exists a set U C C contained in the union of disks with finite sum of radii such that

log ()] = 2" h(¢) +o((zl"), U # =z =re"” oo

In this paper, we prove that an entire function f of order p € (0; +00) with zeros on a finite system of rays
I, is a function of improved regular growth if and only if for some p2 € (0; p) and every ¢ € [1;4+00), one

has
1 27
{5 ]

where h(¢) = h(p) — ik’ (p)/p and h(p) is the indicator of the function f.

200 _ i)

q 1/q
dgo} =o(r”?7"), r— 400,

Keywords. Entire function of improved regular growth, logarithmic derivative, Fourier coefficients, finite
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1. Introduction

Let f be an entire function, f(0) = 1, (\,)nen be a sequence of its zeros, N(r) := N(r,0; f) =
Jo t7n(t)dt, v > 0, n(r) = n(r,0; ) = > a|<r 1 be the counting function of the sequence (An),

F(z) := zf'(z)/f(z) be the logarithmic derivative of the function f, I'y, := ([J{z : argz = v},
j=1

0 <Yy <tpg <...< 1ty < 2w, be a finite system of rays, and n(r,v;; f) == ZIAnlgr,argAn=wj 1 be the
number of zeros of f lying on the ray {z : argz = 1);}.
It is known that, by the HadamardB-Borel theorem |1, p. 38|, an entire function f, f(0) = 1, of

order p € (0; +00) has the form
at z
f(z) =[] E <A,p> , (1.1)
n=1 n

where )\, # 0 are the zeros of the function f(z), Q(z) = Y_j_, Qxz* is a polynomial of degree
v < p, p < p is the smallest non-negative integer for which » 7, An| P71 < 400, and E(w,p) =
(1 —w)exp(w + w?/2 + - - + wP/p) is the primary Weierstrass factor of the p-th kind.

One of the main problems in the theory of entire functions is the study of the relationship between
the regularity of growth of a function and the distribution of its zeros. At the end of the 1930s,
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the investigations of this problem carried out by B. Levin and A. Pfliger 1] (see also [2,3]) led to
the formation of the theory of entire functions of completely regular growth. The entire functions of
completely regular growth are characterized by the regular behavior not only of their modulus but
also of their argument. Note that it is important to have different criteria of belonging of the entire
functions to the class of completely regular growth. There are numerous criteria of completely regular
growth for the entire functions of positive order (see [1-3]|). In particular, V. Azarin [4] obtained a
criterion of regularity of this kind in terms of Fourier coefficients, and A. Kondratyuk [5, p. 78| in
terms of the p-norm of the logarithm of modulus of an entire function in the space LP[0; 27].

An important role in the development of the theory of entire functions of completely regular growth
was played by the method of Fourier series, the systematic application of which began in the works
by L. Rubel and B. Taylor (see [6]). In particular, by using this method, A. Kondratyuk [5,7] and
Ya. Vasylkiv [8,9] described the property of completely regular growth of the logarithm of modulus and
argument of entire and meromorphic functions of positive order in the metric of LP[0;27]. For entire
functions of order zero of slow growth, similar results were obtained in the works by M. Zabolotskyi
and others [10-12].

In [13, 14], the notion of entire function of improved regular growth was introduced, and some
criteria for this regularity was obtained in terms of the distribution of zeros under the condition that
they are located on a finite system of rays.

An entire function f is called a function of improved regular growth [13,14] if for some p € (0; +0o0)
and py € (0;p), and a 27m-periodic p-trigonometrically convex function h(p) # —oo, there exists a set
U C C contained in the union of disks with finite sum of radii such that

log| £(2)] = |21°h(p) + o(|2l), U %z =re'® = oo.

Note that the function h(¢) = h¢(p) = limsupr =" log|f(re'?)|, ¢ € [0;2x], is called the indicator of
r—+00

an entire function f of order p € (0;+00) (see [1, p. 72|, [2, p. 10]). The main property of the indicator
is p-trigonometric convexity. The function h : [a; ] — [—o0; +00) is called p-trigonometrically convex
on the interval [a; ] if for any 1 and @2, o < 1 < w2 < B, 0 < w2 — @1 < 7/p, p > 0, the following
relation holds (see [1, p. 74], |2, p. 10]):

h(p1) sin p(p2 — ) + h(p2) sin p(p — 1)
sin p(p2 — ¢1)

h(p) < ;01 << a.

Various properties of the indicator and p-trigonometrically convex functions has been studied in [1,
pp. 72-85|. In particular, the indicator is a continuous 27-periodic p-trigonometrically convex function.
The function h(y) has the right derivative, which is continuous everywhere, except an at most countable
set (see |1, pp. 76-78, 199], [5, pp. 93-94 , 110], 9, p. 138]). If an entire function f is a function of
improved regular growth, then [13] it has the order p and the indicator h(yp).

There are numerous criteria of improved regular growth of entire functions of positive order (see
[13-31]). In particular, in the papers [21,22], criteria of improved regular growth of entire functions of
positive order with zeros on a finite system of rays were established in terms of the Fourier coefficients
of the logarithm of their modulus and the logarithmic derivative. In [23-25], the asymptotic behavior of
the functions log | f|, log f, and Im F' in the metric of L9[0; 27|, where f is an entire function of improved
regular growth with zeros on a finite system of rays, was described. In the papers [26,27], criteria for
the improved regular growth of entire functions of positive order with zeros on a finite system of rays
were obtained in terms of their averaging. In the general case (for an arbitrary distribution of zeros),
the asymptotic behavior of entire functions of improved regular growth was investigated in [28-31].
The following statement is true.
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Theorem 1.1. (see [25]) An entire function f of order p € (0;+00) with zeros on a finite system of
rays T, s a function of improved regular growth if and only if for some py € (0;p),

A m
N(r)= ;r” +o(r”), r— 400, A:= ZAj’ Aj € [0;4+00),
j=1

and for some pa € (0;p) and each q € [1;4+00), one has

1 27 Im F i q 1/q
{271_/0 mrre ) r(p?“e ) + 1 (o) dgp} =o(r”? "), r— 4oo.
In this case,
h(g) = hi(e), p€ (0;400)\N, (1.2)
j=1

where hj(p) is a 2m-periodic function defined on the interval [1)j;1; + 2m) by the equality
ﬂ'Aj

hj(p) = sin7p cosp(p —p; —m), Aj € [0;+00).
In the case p € N,
Treos(pe+0r) + 3> hi(e),  p=p,
hlg) = = (13)
Qp cos pp, p=p+1,

where Q, is the coefficient at 2P in the polynomial Q(z) in representation (1.1), dy € C is such that

D ianl<r An” =0 +0(r?7P), v — +00, for some p3 € (03p), Tr = [07/p+ Qpl, 0 = arg(ds/p + Qp),
and hj(p) is a 2m-periodic function defined on [1;;1; + 2m) by the equality

A.
hi(p) = Aj(m — o + ;) sinp(p — ;) — 7j cos p(ip — ;).

However, the relation between the improved regular growth of an entire function f and the regular
behavior of its logarithmic derivative F in the metric of L?[0; 27| remained unstudied. The problem of
finding new criteria of improved regular growth for entire functions seems to be quite urgent.

The aim of this paper is to establish a criterion for the improved regular growth of an entire
function f of positive order with zeros on a finite system of rays in terms of the asymptotic behavior
of its logarithmic derivative F(re¥), ¢ € [0;27], as r — 400 in the metric of the spaces L9[0;27],
q € [1;+00) (see Theorem 3.1).

2. Auxiliary statements

Let f be an entire function with f(0) = 1, (A,)nen be a sequence of its zeros, and Q := {|\,| : n €
N}. For k € Z and r > 0, we denote

nk(ru f) = Z eiik ae /\nv arg )‘n € [Oa 27T)7 ’rl()(?“, f) = n(r)
[An|<r

The Fourier coefficients of the function F(re'?) are determined by the formula [7,32]

1 2 ) )
cp(r, F) = 27r/O e*Zk“ﬂF(rew’) dp, keZ, r>0, r¢qQ.

To prove the main result, we need the following auxiliary statements.
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Lemma 2.1. Let f be an entire function of order p € (0;400) with zeros on a finite system of rays
Ty If for some p1 € (0;p) and each j € {1,...,m},

n(t, 5 f) = AjtP +o(t™), t— 400, Aj € [0;+00), (2.1)
and, in addition, in the case p € N, for some p3 € (0;p) and 65 € C, one has

Z MNP =6 +o(rP), 1 — 400, (2.2)
[An|<r

then, for some pa € (0;p), the relation

c(rF)*drp—i-O(TpQ) r— +oo, r¢Q (2.3)
k\T> — Uk |]{?’+17 ; ) .

holds uniformly in k € Z, where
dy = p%k S Aje*i pe (0;400) \ N, (2.4)
j=1

and

m
P —ikp;
— ) D" k#p=p,
p—ka_:l ’

dp = preief, k=p=np, (2.5)
0’ k#p:p_{_la
PQp, k=p=p+1,

ifp €N, 7p = |6/p+ Qpl, and 0y = arg(d¢/p + Qp).

Proof. First, let p € (0;+00) be a non-integer number and p = [p] < p < p+ 1. Then an entire
function f, f(0) = 1, has the form (1.1), where Q(z) = >_7_, Qx2" is a polynomial of degree v < p.
We have (see [7,8,32])

ck(r, F) (2.6)

I
S
()
—
=
=
NA
I
=

(o)

where r > 0, r ¢ Q, and oy, are from the expansion log f(2) = 3 azz¥, log f(0) = 0, in the
k=1

neighbourhood of a point z = 0. In particular (see [18]), ap = Qr if 1 < k < p < p, and ap =

1 o°
Qk—% S AFif k> p+1 > p. In view of this, integrating by parts, we obtain: for 1 <k <p < p; < p
n=1
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k r
Ck(T,F):k‘rik-}- Z <;> :kaT’k—{—rk/O Mdt

tk
An|<r "

= kQur" + ni(r, f) + kr” /OT ”’;,(ilf) dt, (2.7)

and for k > p+ 1> p (we assume [18] that Qr =0 if k > v),

T gt
cr(r, F) = ng(r, f) — krk/ ’;Eﬂf) dt, (2.8)
and, analogously,
ck(r, F) = ng(r, f) + krk/ nl;;gilf) dt, k<-1, (2.9)
0
co(r, F) = no(r, f), (2.10)

where 7 > 0 and r ¢ Q. Let (2.1) hold. Then, for k € Z, we get

ng(r, f) = Ze‘”’“ﬁjn(r, Y5 f) = bgr? +o(rft), r— 400, by = ZAje_ikwj, (2.11)
j=1 J=1

no(r, f) = bor’ +o(r*), r — +o0. (2.12)
Further, using (2.11), from (2.7), for 1 <k <p < p1 < p and r ¢ €2, we obtain

ci(r, F) = kQpr® + bpr” + o(r?") + kr* / (bpt? "+ o(¢ R 1)) dt

0
o(rf)
|k|+1°

pbi
dy == . (2.13
r— 400, dj pyy® (2.13)

= dkrp +

Similarly, from relations (2.8)-(2.12), for £k > p+1 > p, k < —1, and k = 0, we also obtain (2.13).
Thus, it follows from (2.13) that relation (2.3) where py = p1 < p and di is given by formula (2.4),
holds uniformly in k € Z.

Now let p € N. Then an entire function f, f(0) = 1, has the form (1.1), where Q(z) is a polynomial
of degree v < p and p < p is the smallest non-negative integer for which )y An| P < 400, p=p
or p=p—1. 1If p = p, then formula (2.7) holds for 1 < k < p, and formula (2.8) for £k > p + 1.
Therefore, similarly to the case of non-integer p € (0;+00), relation (2.3) where dj, are defined by
formula (2.5), holds uniformly in k € Z \ {p} as r — 400 and r ¢ Q.

Let k = p = p. By virtue of (2.6), we have

eo(r, F) = pQur* + 3 <;n>p ré Q. (2.14)

[An|<r
Using (2.2), from equality (2.14), for some ps € (0; p) we obtain as Q Z r — 400
co(ry F) = (pQ, + 6)rP + o(rP3) = prpe®TrP 4 o(rP3) = dyrP + o(rF?). (2.15)
Therefore, in the case k = p = p, relation (2.3) also holds with dj, defined by formula (2.5).
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Now consider the case p = p+ 1. Then formula (2.7) is true for 1 < k < p, and formula (2.8) for
k > p+ 1. Therefore, from (2.6) for k =p+1=p and r ¢ Q, we get

son=o(e-i 2w 2 ()

=1 [An]<r

=pQur’ — > (;)p (2.16)

[An|>r n

Since )y Al P71 < o0 in this case, the relation (2.1) holds with Aj = 0. Therefore, for all k € Z
we have ng(r, f) = o(r”*) as r — +o00. Hence, as in the case p = p, the relation (2.3) where dj, is given
by formula (2.5), holds uniformly in &k € Z\ {p} as r — +oo, r ¢ Q. If k = p+ 1 = p, then, from
(2.16), we get

T, (t, f
cp(r, F) = pQor? +ny(r, f) — prp/r /;E)H ) dt = pQ,r” +o(r”) = dyr” + o(r*), Q Fr — 4o0.

Therefore, for k = p = p + 1, relation (2.3) is fulfilled with dj defined by formula (2.5). Thus, for an
entire function f of order p € (0;+o00) with zeros on a finite system of rays I',,, the relation (2.3),
where dj, is given by formulas (2.4) and (2.5), holds uniformly in k£ € Z. Lemma 2.1 is proved. O

Lemma 2.2. (see [13,14]) In order that an entire function f of order p € (0;+00) with zeros on a
finite system of rays T'y, be a function of improved regular growth with the indicator h(y) defined by
formulas (1.2) and (1.3), it is necessary and sufficient that relation (2.1) hold for some p1 € (0;p)
and each j € {1,...,m} and, in addition, in the case p € N, equality (2.2) be true for some ps € (0; p)
and 6y € C.

The following statement follows from Lemmas 2.1 and 2.2.

Corollary 2.1. Let an entire function f of order p € (0;+00) with zeros on a finite system of rays
Iy, be a function of improved reqular growth with the indicator h(y) defined by formulas (1.2) and
(1.3). Then, for some pa € (0;p), the relation (2.3), where di is given by formulas (2.4) and (2.5),
holds uniformly in k € Z.

Lemma 2.3. (see [22]) An entire function f of order p € (0;+00) with zeros on a finite system of
rays I'yp, is a function of improved regular growth if and only if for some ps € (0;p) and ko € Z and
each k € {ko; ko + 1;...;ko +m — 1}, one has

cg(r, F) = dpr? +o(r?®), r— +oo, 1¢Q,
where dy, are defined by formulas (2.4) and (2.5).

3. Main result

Our aim is to prove the following statement.

Theorem 3.1. In order that an entire function f of order p € (0;+00) with zeros on a finite system of
rays I'y, be a function of improved regular growth, it is necessary and sufficient that for some py € (0; p)
and every q € [1;+00), the relation
1 [?"|F(re) ~
{2 / — ph(yp)
™ Jo

q 1/q
dgp} =o(r”7 "), r— +4oo, (3.1)

rP
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holds. In this case, h(p) = h(p) — il'(¢)/p and the function h(p) is defined by formulas (1.2) and
(1.3).

Proof. Necessity. Let f be an entire function of improved regular growth of order p € (0;4+00) with
zeros on a finite system of rays I',,, and h(y) be its indicator given by formulas (1.2) and (1.3). We
have

~ 1 [ 1 N 1A Yitm
dy, == 5 e—lkwh((p) do = 5 Z j 1 o—ip(hj+) eip=k)p d
T Jo m o sinmp b

== kZA e” i keZ, pe(0;+00)\N,
7=1

and in the case p =p € N,

. 0y 27 V2w
dk:Tfe / e%(p*k)sod@ ZAe zmﬁj/] (m — @+ 1))é’ i(p— k)eod@
0 .

2m
ok 1 X . pi+2m .
47Tp ZA o~ IPY; / el(P* )e dy — @ ZAjezpw] / o~ ilptk)p dy

J ]: 5§

= kZA e ke 2\ {p).
7j=1

m .

Similarly, taking into account the identity > Aje=%%i =0, p = p € N (see [1, p. 84], [25,27]), for
j=1

k= p=p we get

~ . ¢]+27T ’IZ)]+27T
=yt =g S [ e~ / i s o
TZ).

In addition, in the case p 4+ 1 = p € N, we obtain

. 1 27
de=5z | Qe M dp =0, keZ\{p},
T
and
~ 1 27 .
dp:%/ (Qpcos pp +1iQ,sinpple”Pdp =0Q,, k=p=p+1.
0

In view of this,

Jk) < AJlp— k|, k € Z\ {p}, where A = Y™ | Aj, A;j € [0:4+0), and p € (0;+00).

Therefore, according to the Fischer-Riesz theorem (see [5, p. 5]), there exists a function h(p) €
L?[0; 2] satisfying k(o) := > ez dee™. In addition, by Corollary 2.1, for an entire function f of
improved regular growth of order p € (0;400) with zeros on a finite system of rays I'),, for some
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p2 € (0; p), the relation (2.3), where dy, is given by formulas (2.4) and (2.5), holds uniformly in k € Z.
From (2.3), it follows that

Ck (’I", F)
reP

C
|k| +1°

—di| < dy := pgk, ke, (3.2)

for some C' > 0 and all Q Z r > 9 > 0. Hence, the sequence (r~Pck(r, F') — di) ez belongs to the space
l for all ¢ > 1 and r > 7. Moreover, applying the Hausdorff-Young theorem (see [5, p. 5], [24,25]),

for ¢ > 2, ¢ +¢ ! =1, we obtain
q 1/q q 1/q
2} < {z k } |

{ 1 /27T

2m Jo kezZ

Due to (3.2), the obtained series on the right-hand side of the last inequality is uniformly convergent

on [rg; +00). Passing termwise to the limit as r — 400 in this series and using Corollary 2.1, we obtain

relation (3.1) for ¢ > 2. From this and Holder inequality it follows that (3.1) holds for 1 < ¢ < 2.
Sufficiency. Let

F(re') ~

= ph(y) (. F)

rP

—d
rP

7 Lo —ikoT 7 dk
dp = — € SOh(gp) d% dp =—, keZ,
21 Jo P
and for some py € (0;p) and each ¢ € [1;400), relation (3.1) is true with (@) = h(y) — ih'(¢)/p,
where h(p) is defined by formulas (1.2) and (1.3). Then, for some p2 € (0;p) and each k € Z, we
obtain

W) _g) < L (7[R
0

— ph(p)

1 2
< -
<5

This yields that for some pa € (0;p) and each k € Z

de

TP 27 rP

F0) i)

q 1/q
dgo} =o(r”?7?), r — +oc.

rP

ck(r, F) = dgr” + o(r??), r — +oo,

where dj, are defined by formulas (2.4) and (2.5). Hence, according to Lemma 2.3, an entire function
f of order p € (0;400) with zeros on a finite system of rays I';, is a function of improved regular
growth. Thus, Theorem 3.1 is proved. O
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