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Abstract

In this review article we discuss different techniques to solve numerically the time-
dependent Schrodinger equation on unbounded domains. We present in detail the
most recent approaches and describe briefly alternative ideas pointing out the re-
lations between these works. We conclude with several numerical examples from
different application areas to compare the presented techniques. We mainly focus
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dimensions and the cubic nonlinear case.
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1 Introduction

The equation under consideration is the 1D Schrodinger equation

i0u = —0%u+V(r,thu, xR t>0,
lim wu(z,t) =0, (1.1)

|| =00

u(z,0) = u! (z),

where V' denotes a given real potential. We assume that the initial data is
compactly supported, i.e. supp(u!) C [z;, x,]. Furthermore, we assume that V'
is constant outside an interval [z, z,], i.e. V(z) =V for x < x;, V(z) =V, for
x > x, (t-dependent exterior potentials will be discussed in Remark 5).

Equation (1.1) is one of the basic equations of quantum mechanics and it
arises in many areas of physical and technological interest, e.g. in quantum
semiconductors [28], in electromagnetic wave propagation [85], and in seis-
mic migration [33]. The Schrodinger equation is the lowest order one-way ap-
proximation (parazial wave equation) to the Helmholtz equation and is called
Fresnel equation in optics [109], or standard parabolic equation in underwater
acoustics [125]. We will return to these applications in the numerical examples
of §6.

The solution to (1.1) is defined on the unbounded domain Q = {(z,t) €
R x R*}. If one wants to solve such a whole space evolution problem numeri-
cally, one has to restrict the computational (interior) domain €2;,,; = {(z,t) €
|z, 2,[xR*} by introducing artificial boundary conditions or absorbing layers
[79], [103]. Note that the method of “exterior complex scaling” [93] belongs
also to this last mentioned class. Alternative methods are infinite element
methods (IEM) [45].
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We remark that in some cases the original whole space problem can be trans-
formed into a differential equation on a finite domain. However, this coordinate
transform technique is restricted to special cases and yields quite complicated
differential equations. This method was introduced by Grosch and Orszag in
[66] and applied to the Schrédinger equation by Ladouceur in [81].

Artificial boundary conditions are constructed with the objective to approxi-
mate the exact solution of the whole-space problem, restricted to €2;,;. Such
BCs are called absorbing boundary conditions (ABCs) if they yield a well-
posed initial boundary value problem (IBVP), where some “energy functional”
is absorbed at the boundary. If this approximate solution actually coincides
on ();,; with the exact solution of the whole—space problem, one refers to
these BCs as transparent boundary conditions (TBCs). While TBCs for the
Schrédinger equation are nonlocal in time (and space for multi-dimensional
cases), it is often desirable to construct ABCs that are local in space and/or
time to allow for an efficient numerical implementation [2,3].

In this review article we describe and compare different approaches of con-
structing and discretizing TBCs for the Schrodinger equation in 1D. There
already exists a couple of review articles concerning transparent boundary
conditions, e.g. Givoli [62-64], Hagstrom [67], Tsynkov [126]. But to the au-
thors knowledge there is only one short comparison paper by Yevick, Friese,
and Schmidt [127] on the Schrédinger equation, comparing the two schemes in
[109] and [21] and a second one from Carjan, Rizea and Strottman [29], that
compares a few approaches in a physical application of quantum mechanics.
Moreover, there is a concise description of the underlying problem from a
physics view point by Frensley [60].

We remark that the key ideas presented here for the Schrédinger equation
can easily be generalized to other types of partial differential equations like
parabolic problems, where the TBCs have a similar form [47].

This paper is organized as follows. In §2 we will sketch some techniques for
solving the one-dimensional Schrodinger equation and derive several versions
of exact transparent boundary conditions. Their efficient implementation by
appropriate discretizations and/or approximations to obtain fast algorithms
will be discussed in §3. In §4 we describe briefly how the obtained results
can be generalized to two space dimensions and in § 5 we give an outlook on
how artificial boundary conditions can be derived for the Schrodinger equation
with a cubic nonlinearity. Finally, several numerical examples in §6 illustrate
the behavior of the different approaches in 1D. Two appendices contain useful
basic results related to fractional calculus and the Z-transformation which are
used all along the paper.



2 Transparent boundary conditions for the Schrodinger equation

Let us set R = {& z > 0} and R = {z > 0}. It is well-known that (1.1) is
well-posed in L*(R) (cf. [100], [102], e.g.):

Theorem 1 Let u! € L*(R) and V € C([0,00[, L°(R)). Then the system
(1.1) has a unique solution u € C(RY,L*(R)). Moreover, the “energy” is
preserved, i.e.

LVt > 0.
L2(R)

In this section we sketch the different ways of deriving transparent boundary
conditions (TBCs). We start with the classical derivation of the analytic TBC
for the IBVP (1.1). Secondly, we shall mimic this procedure for the time-
discrete Schrodinger equation. This way we derive temporally discrete TBCs.
The Schrodinger equation discretized in time is also the starting point for
TBCs based on the perfectly matched layer method and the pole condition.
Thirdly, we shall consider spatially discrete TBCs, and finally we shall review
the fully discrete TBCs.

2.1 Analytic TBCs

Analytic TBCs for the Schrodinger equation (1.1) were independently derived
by several authors from various application fields (cf. [97], [98], [21], [37], [74],
inhomogeneous extensions are analyzed in [17], [22]) and generalization to
linear, periodic potentials or piecewise constant potentials can be found in
[84], [61], [55], [56], [130], [99]. They are non-local in t and connect 0,v(zy, )
with v(z;,,t). As a Dirichlet-to-Neumann (DtN) map they read

e il o, d /t v(x, 7)eVirT
ettt — | ————dr at x =x,x,, 2.1
J dtJo  Vi—r1 l (21)

Onv(z,t) = —

where n denotes the outwardly unit normal vector at x;, x,.

Remark 1 Since the Schridinger equation has (formally) a similar structure
as the heat equation, analogous DtN-maps for the heat equation were already
given by Carslaw and Jaeger in 1959 [30].

These boundary conditions may be derived from Equation (1.1) as follows:
With the decomposition L*(R) = L*(Q) & L*(Q, U ) for Q =]z}, z,[, O =



| =00, 2], and ,. = [x,., oo[, Equation (1.1) is equivalent to the coupled system

(z@t +0Hv =V(z,t)v, (2,t) € QxR
0,v(z,t) = Dyw(x,t), =€ {x,x,},t>0, (2.2)
v(z,0) = ul(z), =z €.

(10, + P)w =V,,w, (z,t) € (QUQ,) x RT,
w(z,t) =v(z,t), x=ua1, t>0,
limyg| oo w(z,t) =0, ¢ >0,
w(z,0) =0, z€QuUQ,.

Fig. 1 explains this splitting of the spatial domain R into interior and exterior
problems and shows the basic idea of the construction of the TBCs.

Fig. 1. Decomposition of the domain and basic idea of the construction of the TBCs.

Next we apply a Laplace transformation in ¢ to the exterior problems (2.3).
The Laplace transformation with respect to the time variable ¢ is defined by

B(s) == L(w)(s) = /R w(tyett, (2.4)

where s is the complex time covariable.

In the following we focus on the derivation of the right TBC at z,. The Laplace
transformation of (2.3) (on 2,) reads

ish + 0?0 = V0, x € Q,. (2.5)
The solution to this ordinary differential equation can be written as

w(z,s) = At (s)e Vst A~ (s)e” VstV s g (2.6)



where the branch of the square root {/ is taken such that the real part is
positive. However, since the solution must be in L?*(9,), the coefficient A"
must vanish. Using the Dirichlet data at the artificial boundary yields

bz, 5) = e VI L (g, ) (s),

0,0 (, 8)|pme, = — {/—is + Vo 0(, 8)|1—s, - (2.7)

The analogous condition at the left boundary is

—&ﬂf}(ﬂ?, 3)‘1:9:1 == mw(% 5)’@“:%1'

Inserting its inverse Laplace transformation into (2.2) yields

and hence

(10, + 02w = V(z,t)v, (x,t) € QA x RT,

8Ilv(‘fmt) = ‘C_l(_ +\/ —i- +‘/l,r7}<x7 ))(t)

! (2.8)
= /f(t —1)v(z,7)dr, =2, t>0,
0
v(r,0) =ul(z), x€Q,
where L(f)(s) = F(s) = —{/—is+ V,, and 0, is the outwardly directed

normal derivative. By construction u coincides with v on ).

For a constant potential V' = V, the Schrodinger equation can formally be
factorized into left and right traveling waves (cf. [21]):

(a,,: — e 5 {/0, + m) <ax + e "5 {0, + z'v,.)u =0, z>um. (2.9)

In the potential-free case (V;, = 0) the term /0; = 83/2 can be interpreted
as a fractional 1/2-time derivative. (cf. (A.2)). Allowing at * = x, only for
outgoing waves one recovers formally the right TBC (2.1).

Remark 2 (Impedance Boundary Condition) A simple calculation shows
that (2.1) is equivalent to the impedance boundary condition [97]

et [t Oqu(x, ) e Virt=7)

/7o N

in the form of a Neumann-to-Dirichlet (NtD) map.

u(z,t) =

dr, at =, (2.10)

We summarize the procedure to derive the analytic TBC:

(1) Split original problem into coupled equations: interior and exterior prob-
lems



(2) Apply a Laplace transformation (2.4) in time t.

(3) Solve the ordinary differential equations in x.

(4) Allow only “outgoing” waves by selecting the decaying solution as x —
+o00.

(5) Match Dirichlet and Neumann values at © = z;, © = x,.

(6) Apply the inverse Laplace transformation.

W~ o

For the IBVP on 2 with a DtN or a NtD TBC, existence and uniqueness of
the solution has been proved (see e.g. [9]).

Remark 3 (Inhomogeneous TBC) The (homogeneous) TBC (2.1) was de-
rived for the situation where an initial wave function is supported in the com-
putational domain |z, z,[, and it is leaving this domain without being reflected
back. If an incoming wave function ug,(t) is given at the right boundary (e.g.
a left traveling plane wave), the inhomogeneous TBC

eiVTT

72’2 et x?‘a — Uin\ Ty, T
8x(u(a7r,t) — Um(ftr,t)) - _ NG Vit dt/ t_(T 7)) dr.
(2.11)

has to be prescribed at x = x, (cf. [17], [22] for details).

Remark 4 (Noncompactly supported initial data) If the initial data
ul(x) is not compactly supported inside the computational domain |x;, .|,
Levy derived a TBC' [83], which has applications in radio wave propagation
[85]. Assuming that the initial function u!(x) is continuous and d,u’(z) is
integrable for x > x,, the right TBC reads

T3 -4 0o . 2
et u(z,, T L e i(a—ay)

N dt m VA uz(2) e

in the potential-free situation. Clearly, if ul(x) = 0 for x > x, then (2.12)
reduces to the previously obtained right TBC (2.1) in the potential-free case.

Opu(z,,t) = de  (2.12)

Remark 5 (Time-dependent exterior potential) Consider the Schridin-
ger equation with exterior potentials that only depend on time, i.e. V(z,t)|q,
= Vi,(t). The following gauge change in (1.1) then reduces this case to zero
exterior potential [9]:

Y, = eiv“(t)ul,r, with V. (t / Vir(s)ds, Vt>0.
The resulting TBC is then given by
Onu + e_i(”/‘l_vl”“(t))(’?;/z(e_wl"“(t))u) =0, z=u,. (2.13)

Remark 6 (Space- and time—dependent exterior potential) In the case
of a space and time varying potential, the situation is much more complicated.



There is no easy way for deriving the TBC. A direction investigated in [11]
15 to use the theory of fractional pseudo-differential operators. Based on these
techniques, families of approximate artificial boundary conditions can be de-
rived. A first-order approzimation is obtained by using the BC (2.13) with the
definition

t
V(1) :/0 V(zy,, s)ds, Yt >0.

A second-order approximation yields

anu + efi(ﬂ/4fvl,r(t))atl/2(efivl,r(t))u)

v Vi) T (o=Vir(t),) — (2.14)
+18$V|x:xl’re’ Ii(e7r™y) =0,

with I; the integration operator over [0,t|. Higher-order approzimations to the
TBC can be derived by computing additional correction terms in the asymptotic
ETPansion.

While the continuous TBCs (2.1) fully solve the problem of confining the
spatial domain to a bounded interval, their numerical discretization is not
trivial at all and has attracted lots of attention. In the following subsections
we will present different approaches to derive (semi)discrete TBCs and ABCs
for the 1D Schrédinger equation (1.1).

Finally, we show in Fig. 2 the structure of the different derivation strategies
explained in the following two sections.

3 3 approximation of
} convolution kernel

[3 .4 (rational) appro><|mat|ons

[3.2 discretized TBCs ]
of symbol

(by quadrature rule)

S

2.1 analytical TBCs

|

[2.3 spatially discrete TBCSJ [2 2 temporally discrete TBCS] [2 4 fully discrete TBCS]

/

2.2.1 Perfectly Matched : .
{ Layer (PML) J [ discrete convolutlon 2 2.2 Pole Condmon}

Fig. 2. Different approaches to derive (semi)discrete TBCs and ABCs for the 1D
Schrodinger equation (1.1)



2.2 Temporally discrete TBCs

We consider the problem (1.1) discretized uniformly in time with the step size
At by an A-stable multi-step method, cf. [69, Chapter V.1], and denote by u"
the approximation to u(z, nAt):

K K
Ait dau =" B (—Qz + V) u" . n> K. (2.15)
=0 =0

Analogously to Step (1) of §2.1 we split the problem into interior and ex-
terior problems (with respective solutions v" and w™). Instead of applying
the Laplace transformation (Step (2)) w.r.t. ¢ to equation (1.1), we apply
a Z-transformation (see Appendix B) to (2.15). The Z-transformation of a
sequence (u") is defined by

Zu") =1u(z) = i}u” 27" zeC, |z| > R(Z(u")), (2.16)

where R(Z(u™)) is the radius of convergence of the Laurent series Z(u™").

The Z-transformation of (2.15) yields the second order ordinary differential
equation:

(03 + ZM - V,,) w(z) =0, z>uz,, (2.17)
At
where . o
6(z) = 200t

Zfzo B2k

is the generating function of the time integration scheme. On top of the stan-
dard assumption supp(u!) C [x;,2,] we made here the following assump-
tion on the start-up procedure for the multi-step method (2.15): supp(u’) C
[z, 2], 0<j <K -1

Example 1 The trapezoidal rule discretization is given by

u —u 2un+1 + u™ Vn+1 (x)unJrl + Vn(CL’)Un
= R,Vn € N

) A7 o; 5 + 5 , x €R,Vn € Ny,

|1‘im u"(x) =0, Vn e Ny,

u’ =ul(z) given for x € R,

(2.18)

where Ng = {n € N,n # 0}. This method is also known as the Crank-Nicolson
scheme and its generating function is §(z) = 2;;}

Example 2 For the implicit Euler method we have §(z) = =2

P



Equation (2.17) is the starting point for deriving the TBC as well as several
ABCs for (2.15). The semi-discrete TBC is obtained by solving the differential
equation (2.17) (Step (3)). Its general solution is (cf. (2.6)):

iY/itE v,z _ —it/ifE vy, x
Wiz, z) = At(2)e' V73T L A (2)e A T > T, (2.19)

Y

In order for u" to lie in L?(]z,., 0o[), A~ must vanish. This is due to the fact that
d maps {|z| > 1} into the right half-plane {Re (z) > 0} (due to A-stability),
and hence

- 4/.6(2)
Re ( A Vi | >0, V|z| > 1. (2.20)
Differentiating w(x, z) w.r.t. « leads to
Z(0,w™)(2) =iy, 25222 -V Z(w")(2), (2.21)

at © = x,. An inverse Z-transformation yields an expression for d,w"(z,)
in terms of w¥(x,), 0 < k < n. The resulting TBC is a discrete temporal
convolution which depends on the generating function ¢.

Resuming Example 1 we finally obtain for the interior problem

,Un+1 — " Un+1 " Vn+1 T Un—l—l Vr(z)om
(z) =ul(z), 2€Q,
n+1
O™ = ST Rt g = 1y, @y,
k=0
(2.22)

where the weights (") are given by

4}

0(2) = 2N =i i) ~ Vi
At ’

The weights 1),, can be obtained either analytically or numerically, depending

on ¢ and the potential V;,. In case of the trapezoidal rule and a vanishing

potential, one gets explicitly the coefficients (see for example [9,109-111,127])

im 2 ~
Yp = —e 4 ——=(=1)Fy, k€N,
. 111-31-3 (2.23)
(¢Oa¢1a¢27¢37¢47¢57"'):(1’172727M7M7"'>'

In a very similar way, the following formula can be derived for an approxima-

10



tion of the NtD map (2.10). From (2.21) one obtains

Z(w")(z) = F (‘2?) Z(0,u")(2),  with F(s) = msl_v (2.24)
which leads to "
oM =% VeO0" T at o = 1y, 2 (2.25)
k=0

In case the potential is 0 and the trapezoidal rule is used, these can be calcu-
lated analytically. One obtains

- LAt
wn—_e \/Ewk

with 1, as in (2.23). This is a trapezoidal rule time discretization of the
fractional integral operator of order 1/2.

This is a special case of the convolution quadrature developed by Lubich [89,90],
where for the Laplace transform F(s) = L(f)(s) of the kernel f(¢) the convo-
lution is approximated as

n+1

(n+1)At )
L A DA =)o) & 3 dd
’ k=0

with weights defined by

szWa:FW(ﬁj) (2.26)

In the general case the weights have to be calculated numerically, which can
be done efficiently and accurately using the Fast Fourier Transforms, see [90].

One advantage of the procedure of this subsection is that we can expect to
obtain a stable, semi-discrete IBVP. Furthermore, when using an internal spa-
tial discretization based on finite elements, e.g., also the fully discrete scheme
is stable.

2.2.1 The Perfectly Matched Layer Method (PML)

The PML method was invented by Bérenger [23] in 1994 as an absorbing
boundary conditions for Maxwell’s equations. This Bérenger technique was
applied by Zheng [129] to linear and nonlinear Schrédinger equations. It was
realized by Chew and Weedon in [32] that it can be interpreted as a complex
coordinate stretching. Collino [34] adapted the PML method to the paraxial
wave equation. Later on, in [1,86] the PML method using complex coordinate
stretching technique was generalized to more complicated settings. Let us note

11



that a brief construction of the PML for the Schrodinger equation can be found
in [68, Section 3.3].

As the exterior domain is homogeneous, the Z-transformed solution (z, ) of
(2.17) is analytic for x > x, and & < x;, thus 4(z, z) has an analytic extension.
We define

z, + (1 +io)(x —z,) forz>uz,
v(z) =< forx; <z <z,
r+ (1+io)(x—1x) forx<umx

and up(z) := u(y(z)), with damping factor ¢ = 1. Other choices of ()
are possible and are frequently used. Again up is decomposed as vg @ Wg
according to the splitting into an interior and exterior domain problem. Note
that 0p coincides with 0. The interface conditions are g (2, 2) = W (x;,, 2)
and On0p (21, 2) = —OaWp (21, 2)/7'. Here, 4/ = £(1 +i0) denotes the right-
hand derivative of vy at x; (and vice—versa at x,). 05 and wg are the solutions
of the following coupled IBVP

0(2) . 24 .
Ny OB = —0;0p+Vip+ f, x€ [z, (2.27)
8n@B(xl,r) = - nUA)B(Il,T)/’y/a
0(2) . I s “
ZEUJB = — (’7,)2 a;pr + w,rwBu S Ql U Qru
s (1) = 05 (21,), (2.28)
‘1|11’n ZIJB = U,
where the inhomogeneity f = flu’,u!,... u®~1] depends on the K initial val-

ues of the multi-step method. The solution of (2.28) that obeys the “boundary
condition” at infinity decays exponentially. Therefore, we expect to obtain a
reasonable approximation when replacing wg in (2.27) by wpy,, obtained from

0(2) I s N SO
ZEUJPML = _WawaML +Viswpnr, € QUQ,,

(2.29)

wPML(fEl,r) = @PML(ml,r)a
Wprr(2,r £p) =0,

where Q, = [x; — p,x;] and Q, = [, . + p] are the left and right layers,
with a sufficiently large p > 0. With increasing thickness p of the layer the
cut—off error gets exponentially small. As pointed out by Hagstrom in [68,
Section 3.3], the equation (2.29) can be interpreted in the following way: the
system is simply made parabolic in the layer but the increasing the damping
factor o corresponds to decreasing the diffusion coefficient which might lead
to a boundary layer at the interface.

12



To obtain an efficient algorithm one can choose a path v(x) in the complex
plane different from the one given above and tune its parameters and the
thickness of the layer p.

Following an idea presented for the Helmholtz equation in [133], [108] we take
v(z) = 21, + (1 +17)(x — x;,) and adapt p and the spatial discretization inside
the PML layer according to the pseudocode in Table 1. There dx is the mesh
width in the interior, eps is expected error resulting from the interior dis-
cretization, A\gax and Ayi, are the maximal and minimal wavelengths present
in the problem. Note that the expected error eps can be deduced from the
mesh-width and minimal wavelength. From the algorithm a vector xi is ob-
tained such that mesh points in the right layer are given by x, + xi(n).

let xi(1) =dx

n=1

dpml = dx

while —log(eps)/xi(n) > 2% 7/ A\pax do
dpml = min(—2 * 7 % xi(n) * dx/log(eps)/Anin, 1.6 * dpml)
xi(n+ 1) = xi(n) + max(dx,dpml)
if xi(n+1) > 1/eps

return
else

n=n-+1
end

end while

Table 1
Generating the PML

The motivation for this choice of the PML is as follows. Suppose we have a
minimal wavelength Ap;, in the interior. The wavenumber is k = 27/ A\yi, and
by the complex continuation this wave is damped by a factor of exp(—k¢),
where £ is the distance from the boundary. Introducing the function

Feo,e(§) = —log(€) /€

for kK > Ko we have that for £ > ¢ waves are damped out by a factor smaller

than e,
e < g reoe(8)8 — g0 — ¢

If this damping is sufficient then for & > & only longer waves with wave
lengths 27 /k > 27 /Ko (€') need to be approximated for distances & > £'. As
this approximation should be done with the same accuracy and as the accuracy
is essentially determined by the number of points per wave length, A\pin/Axz,
we are led to the a priori determination of the local mesh-width Ax(§) =
27 [ Keoe(€). Furthermore it is not sensible to take the local mesh-width in the

13



PML smaller than in the interior and the mesh in the exterior should not
become too anisotropic, therefor the local mesh-width dpml is bounded from
below by dx and from above by 1.6 times the old mesh-width.

The PML method is temporally discrete. Reflections do not occur due to the

complex coordinate transformation, but only due to the cut—off error intro-
duced by replacing (2.28) by (2.29).

2.2.2 The Pole Condition

Starting from the time-transformed exterior equation (2.5) (or (2.17)) a Laplace
transformation is applied to the spatial variable x with covariable q.

isW(q,s) +¢W(q,s) — qi(z,,s) — Opii(z,, 8) = V,W(q, s) (2.30)

Solving for W (g, s) and decomposing one obtains

~ Oz (xr,s) ~ OxW(xr,8)
Wias) = w(w,,s) + o= . w(xr,s) — T2 ‘ (2.31)
’ 20— V—is+V,)  2q+ V—is+V,)
T1 T2

In deriving the exact boundary condition we used an asymptotic decay ar-
gument to discard the first term in (2.6). To obtain the same for the pole
condition approach we use the following closely related argument: s lies in
the left half plane; multiplying with —i and adding V,., which is assumed to
be real, \/—is+ V, takes values in the fourth quadrant. Thus the terms 7'1
and T2 can be distinguished by the position of their poles. Transforming back
to space domain it can be seen that the term 7’1 corresponds to the term
At(s)e V=istVer in (2.6), whereas T2 corresponds to A~ (s)e™ V=5 TVr= Thus
one can exclude the term 71 by forcing W to be analytic in some half-plane
containing the fourth quadrant but not the second quadrant.

This is realized numerically by the following technique. For ¢ = —1 + ¢ the
Moébius transformation

grsg= 1D (2.32)

q—4qo
maps the half plane below the bisecting line of the first and third quadrant to
the unit circle. Thus in the transformed variable ¢, W has to be analytic in

the unit circle. This justifies the ansatz

W(q,s) = i an(s)q". (2.33)

n=0
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In the variable ¢ (2.30) reads

~ 2
: - +1 +1 . . .
() + (1) W)~ i) = Ot s) = Vv ),

Multiplying by (¢ — 1)2, plugging in the ansatz (2.33), sorting for powers of
¢, comparing the coefficients and truncating the power series (2.33), yields
equations for the coefficients a,,(s):

(is + g2 — Vi)ao + qo(z,, 8) — Op10(w,, 5) = 0,

dqiag + (is + q3 — Vy)ay + 2qoi(x,,s) = 0,

Aggao + (—is +3q5 + Vi)ar + (is + g5 — Vi)as = 0,

(is + g5 — Vi)aw + (=2is + 245 + 2V, )ap—1 + (is + 5 — V)ar—2 = 0.

Transforming back to time-domain one obtains a system of ODEs for the a,(t)
that is coupled to the Dirichlet and Neumann data of the interior problem.
Details can be found in [104], [112]. The optimal choice of ¢ is iv/is — V., this
decouples the equations for the a,(t) yielding the analytic TBC. In practice,
to avoid the evaluation of the pseudodifferential operator v/20; — V,., one uses
qo = (—1 +4)/k for some central frequency k.

2.3  Spatially discrete TBCs

Spatially discrete TBCs are obtained if instead of solving the ordinary differ-
ential equation (2.5) (Step (3)), a difference equation w.r.t. the spatial variable
is solved.

Spatially semi-discrete TBCs are derived by Alonso—Mallo and Reguera in
[4,6] and by Lubich and Schédle in [91]. There the Schrédinger equation (1.1)
discretized in space using the standard second order difference quotient

Uj—1 = 2Uj + Ujia
Ax?

2, _
DzUj =

(2.34)

is considered. This provides the following system of ordinary differential equa-
tions

iOpuj(t) = —D2uj(t) + Vu(t), jE€Z, t>0,
lim wu;(t) =0, t>0, (2.35)

jl—00
u;(0) = u'(jAr), j€Z,
where z; = x;+ jAx, j € Z form a uniform grid and u;(t) denotes an approxi-

mation to u(z;,t). We choose Az and J such that z; = x,. Again, we assume
here for simplicity that V' is constant.
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As before the spatially discrete Schrodinger equation (2.35) is split into cou-
pled interior and exterior problems (Step 1). Applying a Laplace transfor-
mation in time ¢ (Step 2) to the exterior problems one obtains for the right
exterior problem

iSlZ)j(S) + Dzﬁg(&‘) = ‘/ij<8)7 g > J (236)
The solution to this difference equation is given as (cf. (2.6))
j(s) = A () (s) + AT (s)x U (s), G > (2.37)

where x(s), x~!(s) are the roots of the characteristic polynomial
A 2
X2—2<1—;(z’s—m)>x+1=0. (2.38)

Choosing

X =1- 20— V) + ﬁ< (B -2) @)

A~ must vanish. From the coupling condition w; = 9; we obtain A* = 0,(s)
and hence the spatially discrete right TBC is

01(5) = X" ()0s(5)-
The DtN operator at the right boundary is thus given by
07-1(s) = 0s(s) = (X' (s) = 1)bs(s). (2.40)
An analogous result hold for the left boundary.
Transforming back to the time-domain one obtains finally
(10, + D2) v;(t) = V(xj, t)o(t), j=0,...,J,t>0,

vro1a(t) = vso(t) = L((x () = Diso()) (1), >0, (2.41)
v;(0) = u’(z;), j=0,...,J

Spatially discrete NtD boundary conditions can be derived in a very similar
way:

vso(t) = £((1) = D)7 (B () = Bu0(D) (1), >0, (2.42)

2.4 Fully discrete TBCs

A combination of temporally and spatially discrete TBCs yields fully discrete
TBCs for problem (2.2). While one could use here any spatial discretization
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(that is regular in the exterior domain), we consider here the example of second
order finite differences, i.e.

n+l . n

n+1 n n+1, n+1 n, n
U uj pet tuy ViTug 4 Vit
e . R . jEZ neN,,
AL g 2 J n= o
H\im u? =0, ne€N, (2.43)
J|—00

u? =ul(jAz), jEZ,

where D? denotes the standard second order difference quotient (2.34) and
z; = x; + jAz, j € Z is a uniform grid. The right artificial boundary is
located at z; = z; + JAz = x, and the left boundary at xq = z;. Again we
apply the Z-transformation (2.16) and obtain, as a discrete analogue of (2.17)
in the right exterior domain:

(ch - iég? — w) wi(2) =0, j>.J (2.44)

This is a second order difference equation with constant coefficients which
reads explicitly

W1 (z) — 2 (1 - AQ"”Q (ﬁg + v)) Wy(2) + b1 (2) = 0, j>J. (2.45)

Its general solution takes the form (cf. (2.37))
j(2) = AT () + AT TTE), =T -, (2.46)

where x(z) and x(z)~! are the roots of the quadratic equation (cf. (2.38)):

N Az? [ 6(2) _
X—2<1—2<2At+w>>x+1_0. (2.47)

In order to have decaying solutions 1,(2) outside of the computational domain
(i.e. for j — o0) we have to choose the branch of the square root such that

x(2)| > 1.
Finally we obtain the Z-transformed right discrete TBC [15]:
dy-1(2) = X7 (2)ag (2). (2.48)

The transformed boundary kernel y(z) is calculated as (cf. [15,48,49,113]):

(2.49)
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The inverse Z-transform of y then defines the convolution coefficients for the
discrete TBCs:

(xn) == Z7'(x(2)), n € Ny.

Since the magnitude of x, does not decay as n — oo (x, behaves like
const -(—1)™ for large n), it is more convenient to use a modified formulation
of the discrete TBCs (cf. [49]). We introduce

i) =20 L), and (s) = 271(5(2)1, (2.50)

which satisfy

Njw

S0 = X0, Sn = Xn + Xn—1 = O(n_ ), n € N. (251)

The corresponding Laurent series of §(z) converges (and is continuous) for
|z| > 1 because of the decay (2.51).

In physical space the right discrete TBC (written as DtN map) then reads (cf.
[49, Thm. 3.8]):

uwy—uly_y == sppul+uT], neN, (2.52)
k=1
with the explicitly calculated convolution weights:

] Pn —Pn,
$p=(—iR+0)60 + (1 +iR+ )6 +ye ™ (1) )

(2.53)

2n — 1 ’
¢ = arctan _2Rle+1) p= B+2+0
R? =20 —o* V(B2 +02) (R2 + (0 +2)2)
Ax? :
o= Az%V,, R:Ti 72@\7(R2+02) (R2 + (0 +2)2) e/2.

Here P, denotes the Legendre polynomials (P, = P_ = 0), and 6% is the
Kronecker symbol.

In order to formulate the discrete TBC as in (2.48) it is necessary that the dis-
crete initial condition vanishes at the two adjacent (spatial) grid points appear-
ing in (2.48). Here, we chose to formulate the discrete TBC at the boundary of
the computational interval and one grid point in the interior. Hence we have
assumed that the initial condition satisfies u) = u{ = 0 and uY_;, = v% = 0.
However, without any change to our subsequent analysis one could also pre-
scribe the discrete TBC at j = —1, 0 and at j = J, J + 1, respectively. We
remark that a strategy to overcome this restriction (supp(u’) C |27, z,]) can
be found in [49], [54].

18



We remark that other interior discretization schemes for the Schrédinger equa-
tion could be used (e.g. a fourth order Numerov—type discretization [96]).
Also, discrete TBCs for systems of Schrodinger equations [131], for discrete
predictor-corrector Schrodinger—Poisson systems [51], for the case of a periodic
potential at infinity [61] or a linear exterior potential [50] and for split-step
methods [52], [53] were derived. Finally, in [132] it is shown how to extend
these results on discrete TBCs for solving nonlinear Schrodinger equations.

Let us note that the limit Az — 0 of the discrete TBCs of Arnold and
Ehrhardt [49] coincides with the temporally semi-discrete TBC of Schmidt
and Deuflhard [109] and of Schédle, cf. [105].

3 Discretizations and Approximations

In Section 2 we presented several versions of exact transparent boundary con-
ditions. Theoretically they completely solve the problem of cutting off the un-
bounded exterior domain. However, for an efficient implementation the TBCs
have to be discretized and/or approximated. To this end there exist three main
approaches in the literature which we shall describe in this section: The first
strategy consists in direct discretizations of the TBC by quadrature rule and
is briefly reviewed in Section 3.2. In Section 3.4 we present approximations
of the convolution in TBC based on rational approximations for the Fourier-
symbol of the convolution operator. In Section 3.3 the convolution kernel is
approximated by finite sums of exponentials. The approximations in 3.4 and
3.3 can be interpreted both in terms of discretization of the convolution and of
approximations for the Fourier-symbol of the TBC kernel, but the derivations
of the two approaches are distinctly different.

3.1 Space discretization

In the numerical experiments in §6 we will use second order finite differences
(2.34) and finite elements of order 1 and 2 to discretize in space. While the
Neumann data is easily incorporated in a finite element setting, there are
several ways of approximating 0, in the finite difference setting. Let Ax be
the grid width, then a first order accurate approximation is given by

u(zy) — u(z + Azx)
Az

u(z,) —u(z, — Ax)
Az

Onu(yy) ~ (3.1)
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Second order accurate approximations are obtained with

u(z; — Ax) — u(x; + Ax)

2Ax
On . R 3.2
wzir) u(z, + Azx) — u(x, — Azx) (3:2)

2Ax

or by using a correction term in (3.1)

u(zy) — u(x; + Az) N gaiu(acl)
~ Az 2
Onu(zy,) =~

’ u(z,) —u(z, — Az) Az,
Ax * 2 O ulwr)

Here for 0%u(z;,) the PDE is inserted.

3.2 Discretizations of the convolution integrals by quadrature formulas

In § 2.2 a very natural way to approximate the convolution integrals by convo-
lution quadrature was presented. The convolution weights there were obtained
by the same time-integration scheme that is used in the interior. However the
first idea to incorporate the TBC in a numerical scheme is an ad-hoc dis-
cretization. This was done e.g. by Mayfield [94] and by Baskakov and Popov
in [21]. For a more systematic discretization approach we refer to [72].

3.2.1 Discretized TBC of Mayfield

Mayfield [94] proposed the approximation for the TBC in the form (2.10)

dr

/tn+1 Up(Tpy by — 7) €77
0

\/F

1 < n+1— n+1— —1 brt1 dT
~ M};(UJH Fout e Vrkat /tk F (3.4)

Zm n (u?Jrlfk . u?ir%fk) e—inkAt

T Az kz:% VE+ 14+ Vk 7

where the left—point rectangular quadrature rule and (3.1) are used to dis-
cretize the normal derivative. This leads to the following discretized TBC' for
the Schrodinger equation:

Ax " ~
un—l—l o untl — un—l—l o un+1—k . un—l—l—k / 7 3.5
J J-1 QB\/E J ;( J J-1 ) k ( )

20



with
o—iVikAt

|
B=———¢%, f=—" k=12

V2 VETT+VE
On the fully discrete level this BC is no longer perfectly transparent. More-
over, the resulting scheme for the IBVP exhibits a stability problem. With a
homogeneous Dirichlet BC at j = 0 and the discretized TBC (3.5), Mayfield
obtained the following result:

Theorem 2 ([94]) The numerical scheme consisting of the Crank-Nicolson
/ finite- differences in the interior domain j = 1,...,J — 1 (cf. (2.43)) and
the discretized TBC' (3.5) is stable, if and only if

A = e Y [2j+1 (2. (3.6)

J€Ng

This shows that the chosen discretization of the TBC (3.5) destroys the un-
conditional stability of the underlying Crank-Nicolson scheme (2.43). The
stability regions of Theorem 2 are illustrated in Fig. 3 (¢ = 4m) as dark areas.
The light intervals are regions of instability.

HHHH A _
1 1 1 At
0 % % i 1 Clan)?

Fig. 3. Discretized TBC of Mayfield : Stability regions.

3.2.2  Discretized TBC' of Baskakov and Popov

A similar strategy, but using a higher—order quadrature rule for the Lh.s. of
(2.1) was introduced by Baskakov and Popov in [21] for V; = 0. They used a
piecewise linear approximation of the function w(z,,7) in the integral of the
TBC (2.1). Using u(x,,0) = 0 yields

/tn+1 d u(x ) d 2 ( n+1 Z un+1 k) (3 7)
i P = Vi .

with the weights

2
= WVE+1+VEWE+VE—1D)WVEk+1+VE—1)

In [21] finite differences (2.34) are used together with (3.2).

(3.8)

Recently, Sun and Wu [120] analyzed the standard Crank—Nicolson scheme
for the interior domain in conjunction with the above discrete convolution
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(3.7) extended to non-zero potential, but using (3.1) instead of (3.2). They
proved the unique solvability of their algebraic system, unconditional stabil-
ity and convergence with the order O(Az*? + At32Ax~1/2). Moreover, this
approach typically induces less numerical reflections than the Mayfield—type
discretization (3.5).

3.8 Approzimations of the convolution kernel by sums of exponentials

The transparent boundary conditions from Section 2 and 3.2 are convolutions
in time, either on a continuous level or on a time-discrete level. In order to
obtain approximate TBCs that are local in time the convolution kernel is
approximated by a sum of exponentials.

The transparent boundary conditions in (2.10) and (2.42) are convolutions of
the Neumann data at the boundary with some kernel f of the form

t
(f * Batt) () = / F(t — 7)0nu(r)dr. (3.9)
0
For the analytic transparent boundary condition the kernel function is

f) = Q) 0=

while for the spatially discrete transparent boundary condition the kernel func-
tion is

R

The transparent boundary conditions in (2.8) and (2.41) are convolutions of
the Dirichlet data u(t) at the boundary with kernel functions

f(t)=+tand f(t) =L ()2_1 - 1) (t) respectively.

The time discretizations yield discrete convolutions
n
> g’
k=1

of the solution with convolution weights wy. The weights are 75 (3.8), £ (3.5),
sk (2.52), ¥ (2.22), or 1y, (2.25). The numerical effort to evaluate the con-
volution at time step ¢, is O(n). Thus a naive implementation to evaluate
the discrete convolution for n = 1,..., N is O(N?), which can become pro-
hibitive. In [70] Hairer, Lubich and Schlichte developed a method to overcome
this O(N?) operation count, and reduced it to O(N(log(N))?) using FFT.
However the storage requirement is not reduced, it is still O(V).
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3.3.1  Sum-of-exponential approximation of discrete convolution coefficients

Using the discrete TBC (2.52) for calculations avoids any boundary reflections
and it renders the fully discrete scheme unconditionally stable (just like the
underlying Crank—Nicolson scheme). An approach to approximate the discrete
convolution (2.52) allowing for a fast evaluation consists in approximating the
kernel (2.53) by a finite sum (say m terms) of exponentials that decay with
respect to time (cf. [18]). With this approximated kernel, the convolution can
now be evaluated with a simple recurrence formula for m auxiliary terms and
the numerical effort now stays constant in time. On the Laplace-transformed
level this approximation amounts to replace the symbol §(z) of the convolution
(cf. (2.50)) by a rational approximation. This approach hence resembles the
methods of §3.4 — but on a time-discrete level. Such kind of trick has been
proposed in [65] for the heat equation and in [116] for the continuous TBC in
case of the 3D wave equation, and developed in [2], [117], [118], [38], [67] for
various hyperbolic problems.

3.3.2  Local approximations — Fast and oblivious convolution

In [91], [107] a fast and oblivious convolution algorithm is developed that al-
lows to evaluate convolutions of the form (3.9). For equally spaced t,, n =
1,..., N, the algorithm evaluates the convolution with O(N log(N)) opera-
tions requiring O(log(/N)) memory. It requires O(log(NN)) evaluations of the
Laplace transform of the kernel and no evaluation of the kernel function f
itself. The integral from 0 to ¢, is split as

L

/ FE - ru(r)dr =3 / “ b= u(r) dr,

0 =1 to—1

where the ¢, are such that [t —t,,t —t,_1] C [B*"1At,2B*At] for some B > 2.
For each ¢ a contour I'y is chosen for the numerical inversion of the Laplace
transform. Contour integrals are discretized using the trapezoidal rule (3.10).

ty

f(t—ryu(rydr = [ FO) [ =y () dr d

to—1 Iy to—1

K t, (3.10)
~ Y F(/\k)e(t—tg_l)Ak/ el ="y (1) dr
k=K

ti—1

The values t — 7 in (3.10), for t,—y < 7 <, lie in the approximation interval
[B1At, 2B*At]. The length of this interval increases geometrically, whereas
the ratio of its end-points is bounded by 2B. In [88] it is explained how to
choose I'y, such that the error in the approximation (3.10) is O(exp(—cK))
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independently of ¢. The integral in (3.10)

t
/ ‘ e(t‘*“T)’\ku(T)dT

to—q

is the solution of the ordinary differential equation

y' () = Ay(t) +u(t), y(0) =0, (3.11)

which is solved numerically. Instead of keeping the past values of u(jAt), j =
0,...,n at the boundary, the solutions of (3.11) are kept. Only L = O(log(N))
different contours are required, each with a fixed number of quadrature nodes
Ak, k= —K, ..., K. This reduces the active memory to O(L). Thus the kernel
is approximated locally by sums of exponentials e! including terms with
Re (Ag) > 0, i.e. not decaying with respect to time. This approach allows to
maintain a uniform relative approximation error of the convolution kernel.

3.3.8  Jiang and Greengard

In [76] Jiang and Greengard derived a fast evaluation algorithm for the TBC
of the Schrodinger equation which is a convolution in time with the singular
kernel 1/+/mt. This approach was first developed by Greengard and Strain [65]
for the heat kernel. Jiang and Greengard first split the convolution integral
(2.1) or (2.10) into the history part [I~*" and the local part [ .,. The second
term involves the singular part of the convolution and it is approximated
directly using linear interpolation and “product integration” techniques [76,
Lemma 9] suitable for square root singularities.

For the history part the kernel is approximated by a sum of exponentials,
finally allowing for a recursive evaluation of the convolution (similar to §3.3.1).
The standard formula

El(\j?)(t) - \/17T_t - i/ooo ="t ds (3.12)

yields a representation of the integral kernel with infinitely many exponentials.
Truncating the lower limit of this integral (3.12) at ¢t = p yields an error bound
—p2At

[76, Lemma 4]:
2 [o© 2t
— e ¥ 'ds ,
’77 /p vt

since t > At > 0 for the history term. For a fixed time step At this error of the
history part can be made arbitrary small by choosing p sufficiently large. For
the discretization of the history part, the integral (3.12) on [0, p|, a high—order
GauB-Legendre quadrature on a dyadic splitting of the interval [0, 27], cf. [76,
Lemma 5 and 6] is used, yielding a superposition of the exponentials. The

(&

(3.13)
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local part is computed by a product integration technique suited for square-
root singularities.

As an advantage, this method is flexible; it can be coupled to an arbitrary
interior discretization for the Schrodinger equation. Moreover, this approach
can be generalized to higher—dimensional problems [75], [77].

3.4 Rational approzimations of the Fourier symbol

In the previous section we discussed approximations of the convolution kernel
by sums of exponentials. On the Laplace transformed level these correspond
to rational approximations of the Laplace transform of the kernel.

In pseudo differential calculus the Laplace transform of the kernel is identified
with the Fourier symbol. Now we consider strategies that directly approximate
the Fourier symbol by a rational function.

As we have seen, the fractional derivative operator d; /2 in the analytic TBC
is nonlocal in time. This is due to the non-polynomial nature of its Fourier
symbol, which reads V/iw, where {/- denotes the branch of the square root
with positive real part. In the spatial discrete case the Fourier symbol is given
n (2.39). A rational approximation of these symbols, however, allows for a
local in time treatment of the corresponding approximated convolution. For
all of the subsequent methods some a priori information on the dominant
wavenumber of the solution at the boundary is needed. Otherwise the reflection
coefficient of outgoing waves can be unacceptably large.

3.4.1 Approaches of Bruneau—Di Menza, Szeftel, Shibata, and Kuska

Bruneau and Di Menza ([27], [40]) considered the analytic TBC in Fourier
space (for its Laplace analogue cf. (2.7)):

Dpti(z,, w) = —™* Viw iz, w). (3.14)

and approximate the symbol V/iw by a rational function

aw U

R, (iw) = }j —k —}j §j
(i) = a5+ ), 7 zw+dm’
ap’ >0, kzO,...,m, d’,j>0, k;zl,...,m.

They require R,,(iw) to interpolate viw at 2m + 1 distinct points

{wo, (Xiwk)k=1,..m}, wi € [0,p], and wgt1 > w, k=0,...,m,
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for some p > 0. In order to compute the coeﬂicients ap* and d', they define
the set E,, of all rational functions r(z) = P,(2)/Qmn(z) (with deg P,
deg Q,, = m) which interpolate V/iw on the previous family of points. Then
they choose R, € E,, by minimizing || R, (iw) — Viw | £2(0,p)-

Thus, the approximation of (3.14) becomes
m mdm

Oy, w) = —e/* pw) =Y W) (315
w(z,,w) [(Z%) u(x kz::liw‘f‘d?u(x w) (3.15)

Following an idea of Lindmann [87], they introduce auxiliary functions ¢, =
©k(t)k=1,..m at the boundary which satisfy

1

——a(z) =@, k=1,...,m.
¢w+dng) vk "

After a Fourier inversion, ¢y satisfy the ordinary differential equation

dSOk

pn +ditor = u(x,,t), ©r(0)=0, k=1,...,m.

Therefore, the boundary conditions become local in time and read

) m m
Ot = —e~ T l(ZaZ‘) u—>y_ ay ?@k] , onx=u, t>0,
k=0 k=1

d 3.16
;ik%—dkgpk:u(xr,t), t>0,k=1,...,m, (3.16)
¢r(0) =0, t>0k=1,....,m

In [122], Szeftel also uses a rational approximation of v/iw but proposes a
different choice of coefficients. As a first attempt he considers the Padé ap-
proximation [20] leading to

1 (2k+ D)7
m _ mo_ d" =tan? | 27 ). 3.17
“ W m cos? (7(%4:3)”) vk . ( 4m > (3.17)

As an alternative he proposes to compute the coefficients of the rational ap-
proximation by optimizing the reflection coefficient

—w)

— (.U—ZCLO —ZZ —u)—i—dm

\/c_u—zao Zz—w+dm

where w € R is again the Fourier-dual of t. The main difference with the
Di Menza-Bruneau work is that Szeftel does not impose interpolation but
only approximation.
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The same idea of approximating the square root symbol by a rational function
was also presented by Shibata [115] (linear approximation with two intersec-
tion points to choose) and Kuska [80] (1/1-Padé approximation about some
dominant frequency wy to choose). However, their subsequent discretizations
(based on finite differences) are less systematic than in the papers [27], [40],
[122]. Due to the low approximation order the numerical results are also infe-
rior.

3.4.2  Approach of Fevens and Jiang

In [59] Fevens and Jiang propose the following family of ABCs:

ﬁ (iaax + al> u=0, (3.19)

=1

for any m € N. For the right BC all wave numbers a; can be chosen arbitrarily
positive (and negative for the left BC). From the shape u = ¢/**=) of a
plane wave one sees that all waves with a wavenumber k& = q; are perfectly
absorbed at the boundary. The well-posedness for this class of (analytic) ABCs
is established in [59].

Next we shall compare this approach to the rational approximations (cf. §3.4.1)
of the dispersion relation of the Schrédinger equation (in the right exterior
domain):

k= {/w-—V,. (3.20)
Using the correspondence i0, < —k in (3.19), along with k% = w — V, for the
even powers of k yields a (real valued) rational approximation to (3.20):

k= R(w).

With the low order choices m = 2 or m = 3; a; = as = az one recovers,
respectively, the ABCs of Shibata [115] and of Kuska [80].

3.4.83 Approach of Alonso—Mallo and Reguera

Alonso-Mallo and Reguera [4, Section 2| extended the rational approximation
of §3.4.1 for V/iw to interpolating rational functions ¢(z) = P(2)/Q,n(2). Here,
P, Q,, are relatively prime polynomials of degree [ and m respectively, such
that V/z is interpolated at [ +m + 1 nodes. This class of ABCs includes many
of the previous ABCs from the literature (like [59], [80], [115]). However, for
such analytic ABCs the authors of [4] showed that the resulting IBVP can only
be well-posed if either [ = m or [ = m+ 1. But the spatial semi-discretization
may then still be weakly ill-posed, with increasing instabilities for higher order
ABCs. In [5,7] Alonso-Mallo and Reguera considered the analogous rational
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approximations (switching here from iw to s) for the square root function
(2.39) of the spatially discrete TBC (2.40) written as:

Ax? Ax? /Ax?
r(n; Ax) =1— ;n—i—{/ 577< ;7]—2> (3.21)

with the abbreviation n = is — V,. In [4,6] x"!(s) in the TBCs (2.41) and
(2.42) is approximated by a rational function. Thus reducing the convolution
to ordinary differential equations. Their semi-discrete ABC of order (I, m) has
the form

A~ gl Ay — D)
r(n; Az) =~ q(n; Az) Ol Ar)’ (3.22)

Typically, it yields a higher absorption quality than the spatial discretization
(by finite differences) of the analytic ABC in [4, Section 2]. concerning your
comment /question on page 28 about the Alonso-Mallo

If the dominant group velocity (or discrete wavenumber &) of the solution is
known, then it is possible to choose the interpolatory nodes, such that a good
absorption is achieved. This will now be explained for the right semi-discrete

ABC of order (2,1):

(1) + on Doty (0) = (1) + a5 s (1) + on Loy (1), (323)
oy ar—uy_1(t) = asu a3—1u Qy——=U :
0UJ—1 g1 2U 8 7 47t (t);

with coefficients a4, depending on Ax and the four interpolatory nodes 7y,
k=1,...,4. The strategy is to choose the nodes such that r(—w — V,.; Az) —
¢(—w —V,, Az) is small when w = w(k), where w(k) is given by the dispersion
relation

2(cos K — 1)
w(k) = —Qapz (3.24)
for the plane wave solution
uj(t) = exp(i (k) + w(K)t)), j € 2L (3.25)

If one of the nodes is chosen as 7;, = 2(1 — cos(k))/Az?, then the plane wave
(3.25) will clearly be totally absorbed [5].

The fully discrete problem of Alonso-Mallo and Reguera [5] (using an A-
stable implicit Runge-Kutta method for the time integration) is still weakly
unstable, with increasing instabilities for higher order ABCs.

4 Extensions to Two Space Dimensions

We have seen in the previous sections that many different approaches can
be adopted for approximating the transparent boundary condition (TBC) in-

28



volved in the one—-dimensional case. The linear two—dimensional problem is
much more complicated because the artificial boundary may have a quite gen-
eral geometry. At this step and unlike the one—-dimensional case, a strategy
must be chosen to build the TBC or an approximation of this condition. In
this situation, the exact TBC is a non—local pseudodifferential operator both
in space and time. Therefore, even from the numerical point of view, the choice
of the boundary condition plays an important role in the future approximation
and algorithmic developments.

The next challenge is the numerical approximation. Like the one-dimensional
case, accuracy and stability questions arise as well as the construction of fast
algorithms to evaluate the different operators which must be approximated.

The aim of this section is to review the current developments regarding the
above objectives.

4.1 Analytic transparent boundary conditions

A first approach to derive an analytic TBC set on a general artificial surface
is outlined in [106]. Let us consider the 2D Schrddinger equation without
potential

i0u + Au =0, (x,t)€R*xR",

u(x,0) = u'(x), x¢eR%. (4.1)

As a first step one introduces an artificial boundary I' cutting R? into two
non-overlapping parts: a bounded computational domain denoted by € (with
boundary T') and its unbounded complement Q% := R?\Q. Moreover, we
assume that the initial datum u! is compactly supported in €. Similarly to
§2.1, we can split problem (4.1) as a transmission problem between the two
sub-domains © and Q' using the field decomposition L*(R?) = L*(Q) ®
L2(2ex0):

i+ Av=0, (x,t)eQxR",
v(x,0) = u'(x), x€R?
v(x,t) = w(x,t), (x,t) €l xR,

and

iw+ Aw =0, (x,t) € Q™ x RT,
Onw(x,t) = Oyv(x,t), (x,t) €T,

X e
lim +/|x| (Vw —+e 10 w) = 0.

|x| =400 |X|
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Here, n is the outwardly directed unit normal vector to I'. The Sommerfeld—
like radiation condition is added to assure the uniqueness of the solution to
the exterior problem and is classical for wave-like scattering problems.

As a second step we solve the exterior problem (4.2) in the Laplace domain
by an integral equation formulation. In the sequel v and w shall denote the
Laplace transform of the functions v and w, respectively. Then, (4.2) is refor-
mulated as a Helmholtz—like equation for the wave field w:

(A + EH(x,5) =0, x€Q™,
On(x,8) = On0(x,s), (x,s)€Tl,

lim /|x| (vw(x, 5) - |§| - uﬂa(x,s)> = 0.

|x|—+o0

(4.3)

The wave number k is defined by k = v/is, with Re (k) > 0. According to the
theory of potential for the 2D Helmholtz equation [36], the Helmholtz integral
representation formula of the exterior field is a superposition of the single- and
double—layer potentials applied, respectively, to the trace and to the normal
derivative of w. Making use of the trace theorems for these two potentials and

using the Neumann data of problem (4.3), the integral representation of w on
I' reads

I
(2 —M) w(x,s) = Lopw, xel.

Here, I is the identity operator, L is the single-layer potential defined by

Lo(x) = = [ Gl y)p(y)dl(y). xe€T.

and M is the double-layer potential given by
Mo(x) = [ 0aG(x,¥)e(y)AT(y), x €T,

for a surface density ¢, setting G(x,y) = iHél)(k|X — y|) as the free-space
Green kernel associated with the 2D Helmholtz operator. Transforming back
to time—-domain by using an inverse Laplace transform and the Dirichlet data
from (4.1) yields the following Dirichlet-to-Neumann map

Ouv = L1 (Ll (; - M)@(x, .)) (), xeT, (4.4)

and the Neumann-to-Dirichlet map

(x,t) = £ ((g _ M> Lo, -)> (), xeTl. (4.5)

Although (4.5) was already derived in [106], apparently it has not been used
as an analytic exact boundary condition. Indeed, in [106, Section3], the author
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rather uses a time semi—discrete version of this condition in the special case of
a circular boundary. This formulation of the exact Dirichlet-to-Neumann map
is a composition of an inverse Laplace transform and spatial integral operators.
As a consequence, numerically evaluating such an operator in a stable way is
very difficult and costly (also in terms of memory requirements).

4.2 Analytic transparent and artificial boundary conditions

The previous derivation shows that there exists a close relation between the
derivation of boundary conditions for the 2D Schrodinger equation and the
Helmholtz equation after the application of a Laplace transform in the time-
domain. This point of view has given rise to different adaptations of results
available for the Helmholtz equation to Schrodinger equations.

One of the most popular techniques for the derivation of transparent and ar-
tificial boundary conditions for wave-like equations is based on the pioneering
work of Engquist and Majda [57,58]. This approach leads to families of approx-
imate (non-local and local) artificial boundary conditions for variable coeffi-
cients scalar equations and systems. One of its defects is that these conditions
are not exact. On top of this loss of accuracy, stability of the resulting IBVP
has to be checked on a case-to-case basis. We shall now review the results
from this approach obtained for 2D Schrodinger equations. We present the
following three cases with increasing numerical difficulties: a straight bound-
ary, a circular boundary, and finally a generally curved and smooth convex
boundary.

4.2.1 Straight artificial boundary

Let Q = Rt x R be the right half-space. The artificial boundary is then

[ = {x € R?|z; = 0}. We consider the IBVP

(10, + A)u =0, (x,t) € Q x RT, (4.6)
u(x,0) =ul(x), Vxeq, '

and the initial data ! is assumed to be compactly supported in . For the
construction of the exact or transparent BC we require that the restriction of
the R2-Schrodinger solution to the right half-space coincides with the solution
of (4.6) complemented with the exact BC. We apply the Laplace transform in
time (with dual variable s) and the tangential Fourier transform F in the zo-
direction (with dual variable £). This yields the following differential equation
in the normal variable z; for the solution w of the Schrodinger equation in the
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left half-plane
(02, +is — &) Fub(wy,€,8) =0, 21 <0, (4.7)

where w is the Laplace transform of w. The solution to this homogeneous
(elliptic or Helmholtz—type) differential equation (4.7) is given as the super-
position of two waves

Fi(ar, €, 8) = AT(€, 8)e™M @) 4 4= (¢ 5)ei ©o)m

with A7 (€, 8) = F/is — £2. If the point (z9,t,&, p) lies in the anisotropic M-
cone

€:={(z2,t,€,p) €R', p+ & >0},
with p = Im (s) and Re (s) > 0, then one can write the symbols A\{ such that
Im (AF) = FU(E,s), where U(E,s) = Re(s)/(y/2(—(p+€) + D)), setting
D= \/(p +£2)2 + Re (s)2. The function V¥ is strlctly positive and smooth on

E. As a consequence, in order for Fu(.,&,s) € L*(R™) to hold, we require
A~ =0, and hence

Fi(xy, €, s) = AT(E, 5)eM Em1 (4.8)

The part of the wave w at point (z9,t,, p) in £ is exponentially decaying (as
x; — —oo) and usually called evanescent. This zone is called the M-quasi
elliptic region setting M = (1,2) [8] using the notations introduced by Lascar
[82]. The pair M is introduced to recall the different homogeneities of the dual
variables s and ¢ in the symbols A\{ [8,82]. The points (xs,t,&, p) in the cone
H = {(x2,t,&, p), p+ & < 0} represent the propagative part of the wave. This
zone is referred to as the M -quasi hyperbolic part. Finally, the complementary
zone G = {(xa,t,&, p), p+ &2 = 0} corresponds to the rays propagating along
the boundary (grazing waves). This region is called the M -quasi glancing zone.
It is reduced to {(0,0,0,0)} if the wave w is not tangentially incident to I
The names of the three zones is an extension of the usual notations for the
wave equation in the theory of propagation of singularities [58].

The exact boundary condition is easily deduced by applying the normal deriva-
tive operator 0, to (4.8) and choosing z; = 0, n = (—1,0) as the outwardly
unitary normal vector to the computational domain. The inverse Laplace-
Fourier transform then yields

Ot + iAF (D, O)u =0, on I x RY, (4.9)
with
— 1 yFico )
A (@, 00 (0,20,8) = o [ [ N (€ 8)F(0, €, 5)e s,
(2m)%i Jy—ico JR

32



cf. [8]. Formally, this Dirichlet-to-Neumann (DtN) operator may be written as

F(amw at) = - \/ 7'at + AF = 6732'”/4\/815 + (e_iﬁ/4ax2)27

where Ar denotes the surface Laplace-Beltrami operator 822. The exact DtN
operator is defined as the square-root of a surface Schrédinger operator on I' x
R* which is therefore non-local both in space and time. From a numerical point
of view, its implementation is computationally expensive and not obvious.

The modified operator

A;rpp<85027 at)U(O, L2, t)
+i00 )
= [ [ X e 9)Fi0.€,s)le, s)e S deds, (410)
¥ R

—100

represents a microlocalization of the operator (called micro-operator) At in
its hyperbolic part. Here, ¢ is a smooth truncation function, which vanishes
outside a cone of the M-quasi hyperbolic zone H and is equal to 1 in a sub-
cone of this cone [92]. This operator filters the propagative part of the wave
field, the evanescent part being “invisible” because of its exponential decay.
Therefore, this operator is usually called a transparent operator for the half-
space. But since this operator is still non-local, its numerical approximation
is not easy either.

A more practical way to obtain approximations of the TBC (4.9) is to consider
that we are mostly interested in characterizing the high temporal frequencies
of the wave field (since those wave components travel the fastest). This means
that we assume that the only frequencies of interest are contained in H and
satisfy the high frequency assumption: |s| is large compared to £2. The impor-
tant point of this hypothesis is that local approximations of the symbol A\f
w.r.t. the small parameter £2/|s| can be derived. In [15], Arnold proposed a
first and second-order Taylor expansion of the symbol A\]. The author obtains
the following two artificial boundary conditions

(O +e ™49 u =0, onT xRY, (4.11)

and
) 1 o1 1
(O + ™47 — e”/‘*EAFIf)u =0, on I'xR* (4.12)
We remark that the exact solution u is hence approximated by another solution
that we keep on denoting by u, for simplicity. Like in the one—dimensional case,

1 1
0¢f and I? respectively denote the fractional derivative and integral operators
of half-order

Lo 1 d gt (s) 1o 1t oap(s)
= T=aly g [tw(t)—ﬁ/o i (1)
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Although they are still non-local in time, these two approximate boundary
conditions (also called artificial boundary conditions) are local in space. This
is an important feature in numerical simulations since the sparse structure
of the linear system arising from a finite-difference or finite-element approxi-
mation is preserved [12]. Indeed, the non-locality in time only appears in the
inhomogeneity of the linear system, and any fast scheme developed for the
one-dimensional case can be used to evaluate the fractional operators. The
situation is more delicate when the boundary operator is non—local both in
space and time. In this case the sparse matrix of the linear system typically
gets additional entries due to the TBC.

Using (like in §3.4.1) a rational approximation of the square root,

(4.14)

"oaz

Z X ag+ J ,
\/_ 0 ]Zl z+ bj
with z = is — &% and complex valued coefficients a; and b; yields again fully
local boundary conditions — as an approximation of A*. The crucial point
here is that this approximation can be reformulated in the space and time
domain as a coupled system of differential equations using Lindmann’s trick
[87]. Indeed, we can compute the normal derivative trace of u by

Onu = agu + Y _ a;(i0; + Ar)g;,

j=1
with the auxiliary functions ¢; satisfying the surface Schrodinger equations
(i0, + Ar + bj)p; =u, onR xR,

Since only partial differential operators are involved, this formulation is purely
local. Di Menza [40-42] was the first to investigate this approach for the
Schrodinger equation. In [121,122], Szeftel develops a deep analysis about the
way of deriving suitable approximations using an optimization technique of
the reflection coefficient in suitable weighted spaces in the hyperbolic region.
Problems related to well-posedness of the truncated initial boundary value
problems are also stated in [121,122]. Let us mention that much more devel-
opments have been done in the case of wave equations (see e.g. the review
papers by Hagstrom [67,68] and also [14,78,95], where rational approximants
valid in both the hyperbolic and elliptic zones are available). It could be useful
to apply these recent developments also to Schrodinger—type equations.

In all of the situations discussed above, the authors consider the TBC just
for the half-space. In many practical simulations, however, such TBCs are
imposed on a rectangular artificial boundary. Since this generates some re-
flections at the corners, suitable additional corner conditions should be added
to avoid these reflections (cf. Collino [35] for corner conditions for wave-like
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equations). For the Schrodinger equation, however, no results exist on this
topic so far.

4.2.2  Clircular artificial boundary

Since the problem of reflections at the corners is still unsolved for the Schrodin-
ger equation, alternative strategies have been pursued. An obvious choice is to
use circular artificial boundaries. As in the preceeding subsection, the deriva-
tion of the TBC is based on the Laplace transform in time and Fourier series
in space.

We assume that the computational domain is the disk Q = D(0, R) C R?,
centered at the origin with radius R. The transient Schrodinger equation then
reads in polar coordinates (r, ):

1 1
g+ = (ruy )y + —ugg — V(r,0,t)u =0, (r,0,t) € QxR",  (4.15a)
r r
u(r,0,0) =u'(r,0),  V(r,0) €Q, (4.15b)
u(r,0,t) = u(r, 2w, t), r>0,t>0, (4.15¢)
lim u(r,0,t) =0, 0<60<2m t>0. (4.15d)

If V' is constant outside the computational domain €2, the solution to the
associated exterior Helmholtz—type system (in the Laplace domain) can be
obtained by a series expansion in Hankel functions of the first kind. This
yields the exact Dirichlet-to-Neumann map

Onu(R,0,1)
1 HWV' (\i-=VR) 2= , ‘
=S rt (\/@'~—V m WR, b, elm%(p) t)e™?
27%% HY (Vi =VR) /o o) W

(4.16)

on 99 (cf. [10] for details, or [13] for an alternative derivation based on diago-
nalizing the integral operators in (4.4) on the discrete Fourier basis). As in the
half-space case, this boundary condition (4.16) is non—local in time and space.
While this exact TBC has not been used intensively for Schrodinger-type equa-
tions, the development of fast and stable numerical schemes for (4.16) would
be highly desirable.

In [71], the authors give a reformulation of this TBC which appears more
practical for numerical implementations: There, the s-integral of the inverse
Laplace transform in (4.16) is replaced by a convolution in time, with a convo-
lution kernel again involving Bessel functions. Moreover, truncating the infinite
sum over the Fourier modes yields satisfactory numerical results.
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4.2.3 General convex artificial boundary

As previously seen, transparent and artificial boundary conditions can be con-
structed for some canonical geometries like the half-space (vanishing curva-
ture) or the disk (constant curvature). Compared to the one-dimensional case,
the additional ingredient was the Fourier transform in space. In the case of a
general smooth boundary I, the derivation of the TBC is based on the local
construction of the non-reflecting operator in a generalized coordinates sys-
tem. This extension of the work of Engquist and Majda [57,58] was developed
in [8,12]. Roughly speaking, the curved domain is mapped into the half-space.
This implies that the resulting modified Schrodinger equation has variable co-
efficients making the classical Fourier analysis inapplicable. Indeed, the Fourier
transform of this operator involves some convolutions difficult to manipulate
from a computational viewpoint. Using pseudodifferential operators and the
symbolic M-calculus (see [82] and §4.2.1) an asymptotic expansion of the total
symbol of the non-reflecting operator outside the M-quasi glancing zone was
computed in [8]. With an additional high-frequency expansion (w.r.t. the small
parameter |£|?/|s|) in the hyperbolic zone, the authors obtain the following
local in space and non—local in time artificial boundary conditions:

Proposition 7 The Schrodinger equation with an artificial boundary condi-
tion of order g, with ¢ € {1,...,4}, is defined by the initial boundary value
problem

(10y + A)u = 0, (x,t) € Q x RT,
Onu + T%u =0, (x,t) e ' x RT, (4.17)
u(x,0) =ul(x), xeq.
The operators T%, e {1,...,4} are pseudodifferential in time and differential
i space, and they are given by

1
T%u = e 9, Tiu= T%u + gu, on T x RY,

) K2 1 1
Tgu = T1’LL — €m/4 ( + AF) [t2u7 on I' x RJr? (418)

8 2

3 A
Tyu = Tyu +i ("; + 50c(r0c) + ;”) Lu, onT xR*.

Here, the half-order fractional derivative and integral operators are given by
the relations (4.13), and the Laplace—Beltrami operator is defined by Ar = (3?.
Kk = k(¢) > 0 is the curvature of I' and ( its arc length parameter.

The numerical implementation of these conditions can be realized directly
using for example a Crank-Nicolson scheme and the associated discretizations
(2.22), (2.23), and (2.25) of the fractional derivatives and integral operators.
Faster schemes like the ones proposed in the one-dimensional case could also
be used, but this has not yet been addressed in the literature. Finally, the
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spatial discretization can be realized by finite elements (cf. [12] for details).

Besides of the construction of artificial BCs for variable coefficients Schrodinger
equations, this pseudodifferential operator calculus approach also applies to
the one—dimensional Schrodinger equation with a space and time dependent
potential (cf. (2.14) and [11]).

In [121,122], Szeftel proposed some extensions of this approach to higher di-
mensions following the techniques introduced by Halpern and Rauch for the
heat equation [73]. Moreover, rational approximations of the square root like
in (4.14) are analyzed, leading to fully local artificial boundary conditions.

4.8 Fully discrete transparent boundary condition

4.8.1  The waveguide geometry

The 2D Schrédinger equation on the infinite strip R x (0, Y) with homogeneous
Dirichlet BCs at y = 0 and y = Y has important applications for modeling the
leads in quantum waveguides. The exact TBC at an artificial boundary (per-
pendicular to the channel) was derived in [22] under the assumption that the
exterior potential V' only depends on the transversal coordinate. Decomposing
the wave function v into the (transversal) eigenfunctions of

(=05 + V()X (y) = E"X"(y)
yields — for each mode u™ — the 1D TBC (2.1) pertaining to the potential E™.

In [18] the authors consider the analogous situation for a regular Crank-
Nicolson, 5-point finite difference scheme in the exterior domain. For a con-
stant exterior potential V;,, the wavefunction is now decomposed into the
discrete Fourier modes x7' = sin(’m?m); kE,m=1,...,K —1with KAy =Y.
These modes u™ are again decoupled in the exterior domain, and each of
them satisfies the 1D discrete transparent boundary condition (DTBC) (2.52)

pertaining to the potential

V= Vi, +

An extension of such 2D DTBCs for a 5-point finite difference scheme (Nu-
merov scheme) and quantum waveguide simulations are the topic of [114].
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4.3.2  Cuircular geometry

In [19], the authors derive DTBCs for the fully discrete time-dependent Schro-
dinger equation, with a circle of radius R as computational domain (cf. §4.2.2).
They consider a Crank—Nicolson finite difference scheme for the Schrodinger
equation in polar coordinates (4.15), with the radial offset grid points r; =
(j + 3)Ar, the uniform angular grid points 0, = kA (KA# = 2m), and
t, = nAt. Note that an offset grid is chosen to circumvent the singularity
problem at the origin.

In order to reduce the problem to the simpler 1D case, a discrete Fourier
transform in f—direction yields the following scheme in the exterior domain
j>J—1

l

mmn+l  mn
A )
m,n-‘,—% m,n—l—% m,n-‘,—% m,n—l—%
_ L1 rivy2(Ui * —uy ) . ri—1/2(u; —u;y °)
rj Ar; AT Arj_i/
1
_ym mn+3
Vit >
Yy LR 0<m<K-1,n>0
j T VR + W, RS — 1, n=U.
J

As in §4.3.1 the modes u™, m =0, ..., K —1 are independent of each other in
the exterior domain r > R since the potential V' is constant there. Therefore,
we continue the presentation for a separate mode (omitting the superscript
m in the notation). For each fixed j we use the Z—transform of the sequence
{u?}, n € Ny and obtain the transformed exterior scheme:

—ip; 0(2)t;(2)
! rivae (i (2) = () = o1 Ar, (@(2) — f‘j—l(z)ﬂ (4.19)

— AT’J’AT’J’+1/2‘/}€LJ’<Z), j 2 J - 1,

J

with the mesh ratio p; = ArjAr;15/At and §(z) = 22 denotes the gen-

erating function of the Crank-Nicolson method (cf. Example 1). This is a
homogeneous second order difference equation

ajlij1(2) + bj(2)0;(2) + ¢t (2) =0, j=J -1, (4.20)

38



with the non-constant coefficients

q; = 12 (4.21a)
j

AT' 1/2
bi(z) — —— |p. - it/
J(Z) r; Tit1/2 +Tj-1/2 Ari1y2

+ij (5(2) — ATJAT]+1/2V7, (421b)

. Ar.
¢j = A2 T2 (4.21c)
Tj ATj_l/Q

For a regular radial grid and in the ;7 — co—Ilimit this reduces to the 1D case
of (2.47). Hence, the 1D DTBC (2.52) represents the limiting BC for large
circles.

Just like in (2.48), the quotient

o) = 4(2)
“i7) j-1()

characterizes the Z—transformed DTBC at j = J, if the decaying solution (as
Jj — o0) of (4.20) is chosen. In contrast to the 1D case, w;(z) is not known
explicitly, but can be computed recursively from (4.20). For stability reasons
Woo(2) := lim; o @;(2) (known from (2.49)) serves as starting value at some
sufficiently large index J.

5 Nonlinear Schrodinger equations

Nonlinear Schréodinger equations [31,119], both with local and nonlocal non—
linearities are very important in many applications: optics, electromagnetism,
plasma physics, etc. Concerning the extension of TBCs, most work has been
done on local non-linearities of the form

0+ u+Vwu=0, ze€R, t>0. (5.1)

In this section we shall confine ourselves to the cubic nonlinear Schrodinger
equation with V(u) = g|u|?, ¢ € R which is the best studied example.

Different semi-discrete schemes can be used but the Crank—Nicolson [39]

un+1 —un un+1 + u” V(unJrl) + V(un) un+1 + u”
j o =0 5.2
A et 2 2 o (62
and the Duran—Sanz-Serna [46]
un—i—l —u” un+1 + oy un-i—l 4y un—i—l 4y
' 02 1% =0 5.3
e T S S (5:3)

schemes are very popular.
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5.1 FEzact analytic TBC

In the recent paper [26], Boutet de Monvel et al. constructed the nonlinear
Dirichlet-to-Neumann map associated with the one—dimensional, cubic non-
linear Schrodinger equation (NLS). Their approach is based on the inverse
scattering theory which, of course, restricts this procedure to fully integrable
systems (i.e. a cubic nonlinearity in the Schrédinger equation).

In [128], Zheng reformulates this DtN map to make it more suitable for numeri-
cal approximations. This nonlinear DtN map is defined through a set of nonlin-
ear integro—differential equations. With go(¢) := u(x,,t) and g;(t) := Onu(z,,t)
it reads

a1(t) = go(t) My(t, 1) — e ™*OY2 M, (¢, 27 — t) = (5.4)

The auxiliary functions L o(t,s), Mia(t,s) satisfy the following hyperbolic
system (linear for given gy, g1) on the cone t > 0, |s| < t:

Ll,t - Ll ,8 ’lgl(t L2 + Oé(t)Ml + ﬁ(t)Mz,
Loy + Lo = 591 t) Ly — oft) My — %B(t)Mh
My — Mys = 2go(t) L2 + Zgl(t)M2> (5.5)
Go(

My + My s = —qgo(t) Ly + 91( )M,

)
(

1,. g
*(90 - §|90|290)7

?@wl—gm@, Blt) =5

a(t) == 1

with the boundary conditions at s = +t¢:

L0 = gt Mt 0) = golt),

Lo(t, —t) = My(t, —t) = 0.

In [128], Zheng compares three schemes for the interior discretization of the
NLS: the schemes (5.2) and (5.3), and the relaxation scheme of Besse in [24].
For the DtN map a predictor—corrector scheme is employed. Moreover, the
fractional derivative operator is discretized by the Baskakov—Popov scheme
given in (3.7) and by scheme (2.22)—(2.23) — the latter being faster and more
accurate. Finally, the resulting discretized nonlinear system is solved by a
successive approximation method.

The numerical simulations (using a spatial finite element discretization) of
propagating solitons show that this nonlinear and nonlocal DtN map avoids
any reflections at the boundary. However, there is no stability analysis of this
scheme available yet.
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5.2 Approzimate analytic TBCs — the pseudodifferential operator approach

Concerning approximate analytic nonlinear TBCs we shall first discuss ap-
proaches based on the pseudodifferential operator calculus and then (in §5.3)
a paradifferential operator approach. While the justification of the pseudodif-
ferential approach requires C'*°~smoothness of u, the paradifferential approach
also works for solutions with finite smoothness.

While the exact nonlinear TBC can be constructed for the cubic nonlinear
Schrodinger equation, other nonlinearities require approximations in the TBC.
Since the pseudodifferential operator calculus is a priori only developed for
linear, variable coefficients equations, it will be applied to some linearized
problems: Interpreting V' (u) in (5.1) as a potential, i.e. a varying coefficient
for u (and ignoring for the moment its dependence on u) indeed yields good
results for the nonlinear case.

In [11], the authors use a gauge change to handle the nonlinearity V(u)u.
While [11] actually only deals with the cubic NLS, the very same approach
applies to general nonlinearities, and this is a big advantage over the strategy
from §5.1. The starting point is Remark 5 on time-dependent potentials V:
For the linear equation the exact TBC can be obtained by a simple gauge
change. Using this remark, the same strategy is considered for a time-spatial
varying potential V. Then, using approximate factorization techniques and a
fractional pseudodifferential operator calculus, a hierarchy of increasing order
artificial boundary conditions is derived. Then, the potential is formally re-
placed by the nonlinearity V(u)u. For example, the second order nonlinear
artificial boundary condition reads

Ont + e~ ™2V (7 V) + ian(V(u))eiUJt(e*iUu) =0, atl, (56)

where [; denotes the integration operator and U is given by

t

Uz, t) = /0 V (u(z, s))ds. (5.7)
At the semi-discrete level, the two time discretization schemes (5.2) and (5.3)
are considered. The fractional operators are discretized following (2.22)—(2.23).
Stability results are stated at the semi-discrete level for the simplest first—order
condition but the problem remains open for the above second—order condition.
Finally, a fixed point algorithm is applied to handle the nonlinearity. The
spatial discretization is based on a finite element method.

Numerical simulations (soliton propagation and interaction of two solitons)
show the efficiency of the approach, i.e. small numerical reflections. How-
ever, compared to the method of Zheng, these conditions only work well for
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sufficiently fast solitons. The main reason is that the underlying asymptotic
expansion used to derive these conditions is valid at high frequencies.

A similar approach has been recently derived by Szeftel in [121,123,124] for a
general nonlinear one—dimensional Schrodinger equation. He applies a pseu-
dodifferential factorization directly to the linearized equation with the poten-
tial term Vu (i.e. without the gauge change in (5.6), (5.7)). This yields a
hierarchy of artificial boundary conditions, and finally the nonlinearity V(u)
is plugged into the results. In the cubic case, for example, the second order

BC reads

2
Onu + e_”/‘lﬁtlﬂu — qe”/4|u2’1t1/2u =0, atl. (5.8)

At the semi-discrete level, the interior scheme is based on the Duran—Sanz-
Serna scheme and a fixed point algorithm. The fractional operators are dis-
cretized again using (2.22)-(2.23). The numerical results are satisfactory, but
the approach in [11] yields a much higher accuracy for the cubic NLS.

5.8 Approzimate analytic TBCs — the paradifferential operator approach

A disadvantage of the pseudodifferential operator approach is the fact that
the linearization of (5.1) bears a certain arbitrariness. This can be removed
using the paralinearization of Bony [25]. His paradifferential calculus has been
applied formally the first time in the context of artificial boundary conditions
to the nonlinear viscous Burgers equation by Dubach [44]. He showed that, in
some situations, an improved accuracy can be expected compared to a purely
pseudodifferential approach. Szeftel recently introduced in a series of papers
[121,123,124] a rigorous application of the paradifferential calculus to several
nonlinear wave and Schrodinger equations. In almost all numerical examples
of [124] the first order local, nonlinear ABC obtained with the paradifferential
strategy yields better results than the ABC based on the pseudodifferential
approach. However, the paradifferential strategy does not apply to the cubic
NLS, since that nonlinearity involves both u and @. Reference [123] extends
the numerical comparison of the above two strategies to first and second order
nonlocal, nonlinear ABC for the 1D Schrédinger equation with the nonlinearity
—ud,u. Again, the paradifferential ABCs yield better results — at second order,
however, only for short time.

Even if the paradifferential method is very technical, it seems to provide a valu-
able future direction for simulating nonlinear equations including Schrodinger-
type equations.
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6 Numerical Examples

In this final section we shall use some benchmark problems for the linear
Schrodinger equation in 1D to compare the numerical results from using the
different approaches presented in the preceeding Sections 2 and 3.

The wide diversity of the methods presented in this review paper leads us
to select only some of them, trying to be the much thorough as possible by
using the historical approaches (Baskakov—Popov, Shibata, Kuska, ...) to the
more recent ones (pole conditions, ...). Let us denote by CNFE and CNFD
the Crank-Nicolson finite elements methods and Crank-Nicolson finite differ-
ences methods, respectively. Each method is grouped into different families.
The Fevens—Jiang family includes methods which use (3.19) as the origin of
approximation. Next, the square root approximation family defines the meth-
ods which use (3.16). In the same spirit, the Finite Differences family and the
Finite Elements family brought together methods which use finite differences
or finite elements schemes in the computational domain. This separation into
four basic groups allows in the one hand to identify in each family the advan-
tages and the drawbacks of the methods, and in the other hand to understand
if a family is more or less competitive compared to another one. The proposed
designation is shown in Table 2.

Before discussing the numerical simulations, let us summarize the different
types of errors expected for each method. Since a semi-discrete Crank-Nicolson
scheme based on the trapezoidal rule is used, the error in time is O(At?). The
space discretization is done using the second order finite difference scheme
(2.34) (p = 1) or using a finite element approximation with polynomials of
order p = 1, 2. Let us remark that during the assembling process for p = 2, a
simple elimination procedure could be performed on the elementary local ma-
trices to only work with the extreme nodes of the finite elements. Therefore, the
size of the linear system to solve would be the same for the linear and quadratic
finite elements. The spatial L?~error is O(AzP™!). The global error resulting
from the interior discretization sums up to the order O(A#?) + O(AzP*h).
The discretization error stemming from approximating the boundary condi-
tion (2.1) or (2.10) is considered separately for each method below. ;From a
general point of view, this error can be written through a constant term CZ¢
which is equal to zero if a transparent Boundary Condition is considered and
is strictly positive for an approximate boundary condition. Of course, CZ¢ de-
pends on the considered boundary condition and from its tuning parameters
like e.g. the order of the paraxial approximation or the size of the PML layer.
Then, the global error of a scheme for a boundary condition is:

E(p, CEC) = O(A#) + O(Az#+Y) 4+ CFC.

Being given a Boundary Condition, the value of CP¢ can be observed in the
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Name

Methods

Fevens—Jiang family

Shibata [115]

CNFD using (3.19) with m = 2

Kuska [80] CNFD using (3.19) with m = 3

Fevens [59] CNFD using (3.19) with m = 4
Approximation of the square root

Di Menza [27] CNFD using (3.16) with 27 coefficients

Padé [123] CNFD using (3.17) with 20 coefficients

Szeftel [123]

CNFD using (3.16) with 3 coefficients given
by a3 = 0.7269284, a = 2.142767,

a3 = 5.742223, a3 = 46.58032,

d3 = 6.906263, d3 = 65.82243

and d3 = 1124.376.

Finite differences family

Arnold-Ehrhardt [16]

CNFD using (2.52)—(2.53)

FD[109,110,9]

CNFD using (2.22) with coefficients (2.23)

Baskakov—Popov [21]

CNFD using (3.7)

PML FD

CNFD using (2.29)

Pole FD [104]

CNFD using (2.31) with 20 coefficients

Finite

elements family

FEM 1, FEM 2 [9]

CNFE using (2.22) with coefficients (2.23)

and finite elements of order 1 and 2

PML FEM 1, PML FEM 2 [129]

CNFE using (2.29)

Pole FEM 1, Pole FEM 2 [104]

CNFE using (2.31) with 20 coefficients

Table 2
Implemented numerical methods

next numerical tests by considering the limit of £ as Az and At tend both
toward zero. More systematically, let us consider each boundary condition

separately:

e For the Fevens—Jiang and approximation of the square-root families, second-
order schemes in space and time are used. Moreover, we have an approxima-

tion error C?¢ independent of
way the approximation of the

the step sizes At and Ax. It is related to the
exact fractional derivative operator is made
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according to parameters values given in Table 2. This results in a general
error E(1,CBC).

e The fully discrete scheme of Arnold and Ehrhardt [16] described in Sec-
tion 2.4 yields an error E(1,0) since it is an exact discrete condition.

e The FEM p method using (2.22) with finite elements for the space dis-
cretization does not produce any additional error term. The total error is
then F(p,0) since it is an exact boundary condition.

e The FD approach using finite differences with (2.22) for the space discretiza-
tion have additional error terms. The normal derivative is approximated by
(3.3) and the discrete interior solution is coupled to the analytic solution in
the exterior domain. This will give rise to an additional error term of order
O(Axz?) [109,127,9] which leads globally to an error E(1,0).

e In [120], Sun and Wu prove that the error of the Baskakov-Popov time
discretization scheme [21] is O(Ax%? + At*2Az~1/?) for the discretiza-
tion (3.1). The second-order convergence is lost for stability reasons. In the
present paper and in [21], the discretization (3.2) is used. It appears that the
numerical error is: ErrTf = O(At32) and ErrLy = O(At*?) for At — 0
and ErrTf = O(Az?), ErrLy = O(Az?) for Az — 0 (see (6.3) for the
errors definitions). Since it is an approximation of the transparent operator,
we furthermore have CP¢ = 0.

e The PML methods (2.29) using either finite differences (PML FD) or
finite elements (PML FEM) show an error O(exp(—cp)) for some ¢ > 0,
independent of At and Ax setting the PML at a distance p. The total error
is E(1,0B%), with CB¢ = CPC(p) which can be made small by increasing
p.

e The Pole condition methods (2.31) using either finite differences (Pole
FD) or finite elements (Pole FEM) [104] again shows a truncation error
independent of At and Az introduced by truncating the power series (2.33).
We use 20 coefficients in the experiments. Additionally the (Pole FD)
methods suffer from an O(Axz?) error term introduced by (3.3). The total
error is E(1,CP%), where CPC can made small by increasing the number of
coefficients in the power series expansion.

Numerical Example 1: Free Schrodinger Equation

As a first benchmark problem we consider the Schrédinger equation (1.1) with
a vanishing potential V' = 0 and a Gaussian initial condition

2
u'(z) = (/= exp(—(x — x)? +iko(z — xc)), z e R. (6.1)
T
For this simple example the analytic solution u. can be calculated explicitly:

2 —i(x — x:)* — ko(x — ) + kit
Uex (T, 1) = \/; a5 &P ( i+ ,  (6.2)
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x € R, t > 0. The computational domain is €;,,; =] — 12, 3[, the Gaussian is

centered around x. = —6, the wave number is chosen to be ky = 5, and the
final time of the simulation is fixed to Ty = 4. The initial Gaussian is cut—off
close to the artificial boundary z; = —12, x, = 3. Since |u!(z;,)] ~ 107! this

has virtually no influence on the results.

Note that the high frequency of the solution needs a very good approximation
of the fractional operator (9,§1 ? which allows to distinguish qualities and defaults
of the different tested numerical methods described in Table 2.

la) Contour Plots of the Solutions.

In this section we use J = 1500 grid points (i.e. Az = 1072) for the spatial
discretization and a time step At = 1073, To bring to the fore the unphysical
numerical reflections linked to the different methods, we plot the contour of
logo(Jul). Indeed, the numerical reflections are too small to be visualized in
a traditional contour plot. Using a log—contour plot, as some kind of ‘zooming
tool” allows to show small level of reflections. We use a common colormap for
all contour plots figures (see Fig. 4).

-11-10-9 -8 -7 -6 -5 -4 -3 -2 -1

Fig. 4. Colormap for log—contour plot

The following figures show some unphysical reflections that are very small in
magnitude compared to the discretization error (cf. paragraph 1c) ) for the
chosen parameters. Despite this fact, they yield some suitable guidance of
what might be considered as a good artificial boundary condition. In Fig. 5
the contour plot of the solution for the fully discrete scheme of Arnold and
Ehrhardt is presented. By construction there are no reflections at all from the
discrete TBC, thus it serves as a reference solution for the other methods.

Fig. 5. Example 1: Arnold—Ehrhardt

In the sequel we present the contour plots according to the group structure
shown in Table 2. At the sight of the contour plots of the Fevens—Jiang family
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in Fig. 6, it is obvious that increasing the level m in (3.19) improves signifi-
cantly the quality of the solution. Nevertheless, these methods, older than the
other ones developed in this article, are less competitive.

(a) Shibata (b) Kuska (c) Fevens

Fig. 6. Example 1: Fevens—Jiang family

The solutions built with a square root approximation shown in Fig. 7 are
far better and also show a grading in the quality of the results. Note that
the Bruneau-Di Menza method needs 27 coefficients to reach this level of
reflection and for the Padé method (3.17) 20 coefficients are sufficient to obtain
a good approximate solution. Let us also point out that the construction of
the coefficients by minimization of the reflection coefficient (3.18) allows to
highly reduce the numerical artefacts. Indeed, the Szeftel method only uses 3
coefficients following this rule. We remark that the accuracy within this group
strongly depends on the chosen discretization parameters, e.g. there also exists
parameters where the Szeftel approach with only 3 coefficients performs best
(within this group).

-10 -8 -6 -4
X

(a) Di Menza (b) Padé (c) Szeftel

-10 -8 -6 -4 -10 -8 -6 -4
X X

Fig. 7. Example 1: Approximation of the square root

Fig. 8 shows the results for the finite differences family and the worst result is
the one arising from the Baskakov-Popov method. These (additional) artificial
reflections in Fig. 8b must be attributed to the discretization of the convolution
integral only, as the approximation used for the normal derivative for the
Baskakov—Popov method and the FD method (Fig. 8a) are the same. Note
that the best results in this group, namely the two curves resulting from the
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FD method and the Pole FD method (Fig. 8d), are indistinguishable. The
PML FD method using the most simple PML, with a fixed thickness p and a
uniform discretization in the layer, yields a middle-rate outcome within this
finite differences family.

(¢) PML FD (d) Pole FD

Fig. 8. Example 1: Finite differences family

Finally, Fig. 9 presents the contour plots when using finite elements in the com-
putational domain. The methods using second order finite elements (Figs. 9b, 9d
and 9f) show no reflections. The FEM 1 (Fig. 9a) and Pole FEM 1 (Fig. 9e)
methods shows an equal high accuracy. Compared to the other first order fi-
nite element methods the PML FEM 1 method (Fig. 9¢) shows some slightly
stronger reflections. The PML methods based on finite elements employ Al-
gorithm 1 for the choice of the PML discretisation.

The methods based on finite differences or finite elements are similar with a
light advantage for the finite elements ones (see the comparison between FEM
1 — FD and Pole FEM 1 — Pole FD (Fig. 9a, 8a, 9e, 8d)). This fact can be
attributed to the additional discretization error introduced by approximating
the normal derivative.

1b) Time Evolution of the Error.

Since we have the exact solution wue, (6.2) at hand, we compute in the sequel
e”, the (>—error at t = nAt divided by the energy of the exact solution in the
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(e) Pole FEM 1 (f) Pole FEM 2

Fig. 9. Example 1: Finite elements family

computational domain.
e’ = Hugx - uﬁum||2/||ugx“2
where the spatial £>-norm is given by
J—1
|u™||3 = Ax Z |u?|2, n € Np.
j=1

Here, u,,m denotes the numerical solution obtained by the selected method.
We will call this the relative error.

We identify each method with the help of the symbolic representation given
in Fig. 10. The different methods realizing transparent boundary conditions
are divided into four groups. The first three groups include all methods using
finite differences in the interior domain and the fourth group consists of the
methods that employ finite elements in the computational domain.
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Fevens-Jiang family

Fevens
Kuska
--M- - Shibata

Approximation of the square root

—&A—Di Menza

Padé
Szeftel

Finite differences family

Arnold-Ehrhardt

--A--FD
- -4 - - Baskakov-Popov
--¥-- Pole FD

PML FD

Finite elements family

—5»—FEM 1
FEM 2
--4-- PML FEM 1
--#-- PML FEM 2
Pole FEM 1
= -W--Pole FEM 2

Fig. 10. Symbols of the different methods

Fig. 11 shows the evolution of the spatial relative ¢?>-error for all proposed
methods of Tab. 2 in a logarithmic plot. For an easier comparison the Arnold—
Ehrhardt method (solid line with circled markers) is again included in each
subsequent plot. It is obvious from the Fig. 11 that the maximal ¢>-error is
located around ¢ = 0.5 is dominated by the discretization error (except for the
Fevens—Jiang family). However, reducing the discretization error by choosing
a much finer grid in space and/or time would lead to an unrealistic parameter
setting for a 1D problem. For the behavior of the error using smaller values of
the step sizes Az and At we refer to the next paragraph 1c).

For all calculations the time step size is At = 1073. The spatial discretization

is done using J = 1500 grid points, i.e Az = 0.01.
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Fig. 11. Example 1: Time evolution of the spatial £>~error divided by the ¢?>-norm
of the exact solution for various methods and the discretization: J = 1500 spatial
grid points (Ax = 0.01) and a time step At = 1073,

Fig. 11a shows the evolution of the spatial relative ¢>~error for the methods
of the Fevens—Jiang family. All these approaches yield strong reflections that
have a magnitude according to the chosen parameter m in (3.19). One clearly
observes in Fig. 11b that the square root approximation methods work better.
Still there remains some deviation to the reference curve and especially the
error for the Szeftel method shows a considerable increase in the long time.
Fig. 11c confirms the findings from the preceeding contour plots. The results
arising from the Baskakov—Popov method are slightly worse than those ob-
tained by the PML FD method. The best result in this finite difference group,
are the time discrete FD method and the Pole FD method, that are indistin-
guishable. Finally, Fig. 11d shows the evolution of the £>~error for the methods
using finite elements in the interior domain. The pairs Pole FEM 1 and FEM
1 coincide as well as Pole FEM 2 and FEM 2. Moreover, the maximum of
the error curve of the FEM methods is clearly below the error curve of the
Arnold-Ehrhardt method. The finite element methods of order two coincide.
They outperform the other methods by far. In Paragraph 1c) the convergence
of the methods will be analyzed more closely. The strongest reflections in this
group arise from the PML FEM 1 implementation.
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1c) Convergence Analysis.

In order to illustrate the remarks at the beginning of this Section 6 about the
order of convergence and to understand the influences of the step sizes At and
Ax on the numerical solution quality, we perform different simulations for all
the methods on different space—time meshes.

We decided to compute the following two error functions
rel. BrrT f = [[ug, — tpyl2/[1u” |2,

N 1/2 (6.3)
el ErrLy — (At S, — uzumus/uuzxuz) ,
n=1

where NAt = T. rel.ErrT f is the relative *~error at the final time 7} and
rel.ErrLy denotes the spatial and temporal ¢?>—error scaled with the norm of
the exact solution.

Fig. 12 shows the convergence of the methods w.r.t. the temporal step size At
for fixed Az = 4-10*. Analogously, the Fig. 13 shows the convergence of the
methods w.r.t. the spatial step size Az for fixed At = 1074

If the temporal (?-error rel.ErrL, is measured (Figs. 12 and 13 (a)-(d))
one observes in each case except for the method of Baskakov and Popov a
O(AxzPt1) resp. O(At?) behavior. However, the error curves for the three
methods of the Fevens—Jiang family in Figs. 12a and 13a exhibit a very early
saturation and lead to a plateau, i.e. from a certain (quite coarse) discretiza-
tion it is not possible to further reduce the error by reducing the step sizes.
This is an inherent error in this group of methods. Furthermore, it can be
deduced that the reflections due to the truncation are about 2 - 1072 for the
Shibata method (m = 2), 1072 for the Kuska method (m = 3) and 81073 for
the Fevens—Jiang method (m = 4). The methods of the square root approxi-
mation group in Figs. 12b and 13b also show some saturation, but at a lower
level. The truncation error of the Szeftel method is about 8-10~*. Taking into
account the fact that the Szeftel method uses 3 coefficients only this an excel-
lent result. For the discretization parameters At = 1072 and Az = 1072 the
error for the Bruneau-Di Menza method saturates at about 2-10~%, which can
be attributed to the truncation. The thickness of the PML and the number of
coefficients in the Pole condition and in the Padé approximation — in each case
20 coefficients are used — is too large to observe the truncation error. Fig. 12d
shows a second order convergence for At — 0, except for the Baskakov—Popov
method, where a O(At3/?) behavior is observed. Fig. 13d shows a O(Ax?)
convergence in the ¢>—error for the methods using linear finite elements, and a
O(Ax*) convergence for the (?—error for finite elements of degree 2. The FEM
2 methods perform better than expected.
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Fig. 12. Example 1: rel.ErrLy (a)-(d) and ErrTf (e)—(h) vs. At for Ax = 4-107%.
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Fig. 13. Example 1: rel.ErrLy (a)—(d) and ErrTf (e)-(h) vs. Az for At = 1074

o4



1d) Computational Effort.

Figs. 14 and 15 show the cpu time as a function of the number of time steps.
For a fine spatial mesh, Fig. 14 (J = 30000 unknowns) the solution of the linear
system is the most time consuming part of the algorithm. Hence, the different
methods can hardly be distinguished. In Fig.15 where we chose a coarser mesh
with 1500 grid points one can clearly see that the Arnold—Ehrhardt, the FD,
the FEM 1, FEM 2 and the Baskakov—Popov methods do not scale linearly in
N and that the quadratic operation count of the direct convolution starts to
dominate the computational costs. The comparatively high cpu time consump-
tion of the PML FD method has to be attributed to the simple choice of the
PML (linear damping, fixed layer thickness and uniform discretization). The
results for PML FEM methods show that with a good choice of parameters,
the PML method competes very well.
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Fig. 14. Example 1: Number of steps vs. cpu time for various finite difference meth-
ods using a fine spatial discretization, Az =4 - 1074

Fig. 16 shows the smallest error obtained at the minimal cost. For the Fevens—
Jiang family Fig. 16 (a) the relative (*-error saturates at levels around 1.
The saturation levels for Szeftel’s and Di Menza’s method in Fig. 16 (b) are
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Fig. 15. Example 1: Number of steps vs. cpu time for various finite difference meth-
ods using the spatial discretization Az = 0.01.

much lower. The comparison of the methods based on finite elements with
the finite difference method of Arnold-Ehrhardt in Fig. 16 (d) reveals that
the FEM methods in general outperform the finite difference methods, and

that the quadratic finite element methods are superior to linear finite element
methods.
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Fig. 16. Example 1: Work precision diagrams. For step sizes At = 2-1072,...,1-1074
and spatial discretizations Az = 0.2,...,4-107* the smallest error obtained with

the least cpu-time is shown.
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Numerical Example 2: Four Gaussian Beams

Again the computational domain is chosen to be €;,; =] — 12, 3] and the final
time of simulation is 7y = 4. In order to point out some weakness of the
Fevens—Jiang—type methods that are designed for one certain wave number
we compute the evolution of four Gaussian beams of the form (6.1) centered
at . = —9, —6, —2, 0, with the different wave numbers ky = 5, —7, —12, 2.
The initial data is cut—off close to x; = —12, x, = 3 which does not influence
the numerical results.

2a) Contour Plot of the Solution.

Fig. 17 shows a contour plot of the solution. It can be observed that we have
two faster beams going to the left and two slower ones traveling to the right.
Moreover, the two slow beams are crossing each other approximately at the
right boundary z, = 3.

4 R D E—S=S———————BBB—DL————_L=_m—=hm———wwwwwey

25

15

0.5

-12 -10 -8 -6 -4 -2 0 2

Fig. 17. Example 2: Contour plot of exact solution.
2b) Time Evolution of Error.

The following Fig. 18 presents the evolution of the spatial ¢>-error for all
proposed methods. For an easier comparison the Arnold-Ehrhardt method
(solid line with circled markers) is again included in each subsequent plot.
Note that we have to take a single value for the modulus of the wave number
for all three methods of the Fevens—Jiang family and the pole condition. We
decided to choose the mean of the modulus, i.e. kg = 6.5.

It is obvious from the Fig. 18 that the maximal />~error located around ¢ = 0.5
is dominated by the discretization error (except for the Fevens—Jiang family).
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Fig. 18. Example 2: Time evolution of the spatial £2—error for the fixed discretization:
J = 1500 spatial grid points and a time step At = 1073,

Fig. 18 shows the evolution of the error for various methods. For an easy
comparison the Arnold—Ehrhardt method is again included in the comparison.
The methods in subplot (a): Fevens—Jiang, Kuska and Shibata and the method
of Szeftel all show strong reflections. This is due to the fact that they are
tailored to be transparent for one k.

2c) Convergence Analysis.

Figs. 19 and 20 show the convergence of the methods w.r.t. the step sizes Az
and At. If the relative /2-error rel.ErrLsy is measured, one observes in each
case an O(Az?) resp. O(At?) behavior.

Fig. 19d shows the second order convergence for At — 0. Fig. 19d shows a
O(Az?) convergence in the ¢*~error for the methods using linear finite ele-
ments, and again a O(Ax?) convergence, which is better than expected, for
the /?>—error for finite elements of degree 2. The FEM 2 method performs better
than expected.
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2d) Computational Effort.

The plots showing cpu-time over the number of time-steps are identical to
those for the Example 1. Fig. 21 shows the work precision diagrams for this
example, the smallest error obtained at the minimal cost. The results are
similar compared to ones obtained for Example 1. For the Fevens—Jiang family
Fig. 16(a) the relative £?~error saturates at levels above 0.1, this is due to the
fact that the £2-norm of the exact solution, does not tend to 0 so rapidly as in
Example 1. The comparison of the methods based on finite elements with the
finite difference method of Arnold-Ehrhardt in Fig. 21(d) again reveals, even
more clearly in this example, that the FEM methods in general outperform
the finite difference methods, and that the quadratic finite element methods
are superior to linear finite element methods.
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Fig. 21. Example 2: Work precision diagrams. For step sizes At = 2-1072,...,1.1074
and spatial discretizations Az = 0.2,...,4-10~% the smallest relative error obtained
with the least cpu-time is shown.
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Numerical Example 3: Application from Quantum Mechanics

Finally, in the last numerical example we want to present some practical appli-
cation from quantum mechanics. Thus, we consider the Schrodinger equation
with a double barrier stepped quantum well (DBSQW) potential, i.e. we con-
sider the following equation

1
10y = —§8§u +V(z,t)u, xzeR, t>0,

25/2 x €[0,0.5]U[1.5,2],
Viz,t)=4{5/2 z€(05,1),

0 elsewhere (6.4)
| l|im u(z,t) =0,
2 —z.)?
U(z’ O) - \%;exp <_W + Zk()(l' - mc))a
with the parameters o = 2, x, = —6, ko = /7, on the computational domain
Qint = [_15, 3]

Fig. 22. Example 3: Evolution of |ul, solution to Schrédinger equation with potential
(6.4)
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This test is not a completely realistic test of quantum mechanics, but allows
to see the trap particles in the potential hole. We plot the evolution of the
modulus of the solution in Fig. 22 for different values of the time ¢. We clearly
see the wave captured in the potential hole.

Since we do not dispose of an exact explicit solution, we compute a reference
solution by the FEM 2 scheme on the computational domain [—18, 6], with
J =16.000 (Az =1.5-107%) and At = 10~*. The final time is T} = 16.
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Fig. 23. Example 3: Time evolution of the spatial relative £2—error for the fixed dis-
cretization: J = 6.000 spatial grid points (Az = 3-1073) and a time step At = 1073.

In Fig. 23 we plot the evolution of the relavtive ¢*-error. There is a clear
difference between the finite element and the finite difference methods. The
later exhibit a much smaller error. This is due to the fact that in this example
a non—smooth step function as potential is used. Therefore a reduction in the
rate of convergence for the finite-difference approximation is observed as can
be seen in Fig. 24
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Fig. 24. Example 2: Errors rel. ErrTf (a)-(d) vs. Az for At =2-107%.

Remark 8 There erists supplementary software (written in Matlab) with a
graphical user interface. Currently it covers the following implementations of
TBCs/ABCs: (FD, Arnold-Ehrhardt, Baskakov-Popov, Di Menza, Fevens—
Jiang, Kuska, Pade, PML, PML-FEM, Pole Condition, Shibata, Szeftel).

Fig. 25 shows a screen shot of the software (Version 3) solver.

This software can be downloaded from the authors’ home pages or at the site
http://www.tbc-review.de.vu .

Conclusions

In this review we have presented several different techniques to solve numer-
ically the time-dependent Schrodinger equation on unbounded domains. We
discussed and compared several implementations of the classical transparent
boundary condition and absorbing boundary conditions into finite difference
and finite element discretizations. We mainly addressed the one-dimensional
case but also touched upon the situation in two space dimensions and the
cubic nonlinear case. Finally, we concluded with several numerical examples
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Fig. 25. Screenshot of the Matlab software (Version 3) solver.

comparing the proposed boundary conditions w.r.t. different kind of errors and
the cpu time. Moreover, we present a freely available graphical user interface
(written in Matlab) covering most of the presented approaches.

A Appendix: Fractional Operators

The integration of real order p > 0 of a function f, denoted by I7 f(t), is given
by the Riemann-Liouville formula

1 gt
Ipt:—/t— P=Lf(m)dr, Al
tf() F(p) 0( T) f(T)T ( )

where I'(z) = [;7 e~**~'dz is the Gamma function. This definition allows to

define the derivative 0f~“f(t) of order k — o > 0 of a function f, with k € N

and 0 < a < 1:

1 dF
oo = e a2
O A L (A.2)
Other approaches to define fractional derivatives are due to Griinwald-Letnikov
or Caputo, e.g. Many properties of derivative operators can be extended from
the integer to the non-integer case, like the Leibniz rule and the chain rule
[101], e.g.
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For our applications, the Laplace transform of fractional derivatives plays an
important role:

F(s) = L{f(t); s} = / eStf(t)dt, seC. (A.3)

The existence of the above integral is linked to the property that f must be of
exponential order. The original function f is recovered by the inverse Laplace
transform

F0) =L FGkty = [ e (A4)
Here, ¢ = Re (s) > cp, where ¢ lies in the rlght half plane of absolute conver-
gence of the Laplace integral (A.3). Using the properties of the convolution x
related to the Laplace transform, one gets
IPft) = =@ < 1), p>0,
since L {tP~1; s} = I'(p)s~P. The Laplace transform of the Riemann-Liouville
fractional derivative of order p > 0 satisfies

n—1

LA{OEf(t);s} =s"F(s)— > sk[affkflf(t)]‘tzo,

k=0

forn—1<p<n.

B Appendix: Z-Transformation

One main tool of this work is the Z—transformation [43] which is the discrete
analogue of the Laplace-transformation. The Z—transformation can be applied
to the solution of linear difference equations in order to reduce the solutions
of such equations into those of algebraic equations in the complex z—plane.
In this paper we used it to solve the finite difference schemes in the exterior
domains in order to construct the discrete TBCs in § 2.2 and § 2.4.

Definition 9 (Z—transformation [43]) The formal connection between a
sequence and a complex function given by the correspondence

Z{f.} = fG: an . 2€C, || >R; (B.1)

is called Z—transformation. The function f(z) 1s called Z—transformation of
the sequence {f,}, n=0,1,... and R; >0 denotes the radius of convergence.

The discrete analogue of the Differentiation Theorem for the Laplace trans-
formation is the shifting theorem:
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Theorem 3 (Shifting Theorem[43]) If the sequence {f,} is exponentially
bounded, 1.e. there exist C > 0 and cqo such that

|fn] < Cem, n=20,1,...,

then the Z-transformation f(z) is given by the Laurent series (B.1) and for
the shifted sequence {gn} with g, = fny1 holds

Z{foi1} = 2f(2) — zfo. (B.2)

The initial values enter into the transformation of the shifted sequence. As a
useful consequence of the shifting theorem we have:

Z{fori £ fu} = D f(2) — 2fo- (B.3)

The discrete convolution f,, % g, of two sequences {f.}, {g.}, n = 0,1,...
is defined by >27_ fx gn—k. For the Z—transformation of a convolution of two
sequences we formulate the following theorem:

Theorem 4 (Convolution Theorem [43]) If f(z) = Z{f,} exists for|z| >

R; >0 and §(z) = Z{gn} for [2| > Ry > 0, then there also exists Z{ f, * gn}
for |z| > max(Rj, Ry) with

Z{fuxgn} = [(2)9(2). (B.4)

Note that (B.4) is nothing else but an expression for the Cauchy product of
two power series. Finally, we present the inverse Z-transformation which is
essential for formulating the discrete TBCs in physical space.

Theorem 5 (Inverse Z-transformation [43]) If {f.} is an exponentially

bounded sequence and f(z) the corresponding Z-transformation then the in-
verse Z-transformation is given by

. 1 .
=z sz n-1 ~0,1,... B.
f {f@) == 9 f)e" e, n=01,.... (B3
where C denotes a circle around the origin with sufficiently large radius.

The most important formula is the wnverse Z-transformation of a product :

2R} = fr g =D fone (B.6)
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