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THE WORLD UPSI DE DOWN'

Abr ahamRot st ei n

For t he uni ver sal and homogeneous st at e t o be a r eal i sabl e

pol i t i cal end, Chr i st i an t hei smhad f i r st t o be negat ed . . .

Thus t he i dea of t he cl assl ess soci et y, t hen, i s a der i vat i ve

of t he Chr i st i an r el i gi on because moder n phi l osophy i n

negat i ng t he Chr i st i an r el i gi on was awar e of t he t r ut h

pr esent i n t hat whi ch i t negat ed .

Geor ge Gr ant , Technol ogy and Empi r el

Geor ge Gr ant moves among t he ci r cl e of t he gr eat cr i t i cs of moder ni t y . Fr om

t he vant age poi nt of t he Chr i st i an apocal ypse, he at t empt s t o come t o t er ms

wi t h i t s st ar t l i ng r ecapi t ul at i on i n t he vi si ons of moder n secul ar soci et y . I t s chi ef

embodi ment per haps i s wi t hi n t he Mar xi st vi si on of a per f ect communi t y on

ear t h - t he uni ver sal soci al i st soci et y .

Er i c Voegel i n i s anot her exponent of t hi s t heme:

For i t must never be f or got t en t hat West er n soci et y i s not

al l moder n but t hat moder ni t y i s a gr owt h wi t hi n i t , i n

opposi t i on t o t he cl assi c and Chr i st i an t r adi t i on . 2

Such a moder n soci et y pr ecl udes an ef f ect i ve r eal i zat i on of Judaeo- Chr i st i an

eschat ol ogy wi t h i t s t ot al r econci l i at i on of God and man i n per f ect communi t y .

For Voegel i n

'

	

Thi s essay wi l l appear i n a Fest schnf t i n honour of Geor ge Gr ant ' s si xt i et h bi r t hday, edi t ed by

Pr of essor A. E. Combs.
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The spi r i t ual dest i ny of man i n t he Chr i st i an sense cannot

be r epr esent ed on ear t h by t he power or gani zat i on of a

pol i t i cal soci et y ; i t can be r epr esent ed onl y by t he chur ch . 3

Hence t he di spl acement of t he t r ut hs of Revel at i on i nt o hi st or y i s not onl y

f ut i l e, but cul mi nat es i n t he moder n t ot al i t ar i an exper i ence .

Ot her emi nent phi l osopher s have al so t aken up t hi s t heme. Mi chael Pol anyi

f or exampl e, has decr eed t hat Mar xi sm i s a " spur i ous f or mof mor al i nver si on"

of Chr i st i ani t y' . Wi t hi n t he same st r eam, Rei nhol d Ni ebuhr has decl ar ed t hat :

Mar xi smi s a secul ar i zed ver si on of Chr i st i an apocal ypse i n

whi ch t he beat i t ude " Bl essed ar e t he poor " , becomes t he

basi s of unqual i f i ed pol i t i cal and mor al j udgement s . 5

Ther e i s a r ecur r i ng vocabul ar y f or t hi s Chr i st i an cr i t i que and t he t er ms

" negat i on" and " i nver si on" ar e of t en used synonymousl y t o convey t he sense

t hat t he secul ar " ki ngdom" ( or , i n t he l anguage of St r auss and Koj eve, " t he

i s some f or m of mi r r or i mage of t heuni ver sal and homogeneous st at e" )

or i gi nal Chr i st i an vi si on .

One' s vant age poi nt i n such a debat e of cour se, i s ever yt hi ng . Mar x hi msel f ,

woul d have f ound a sur pr i si ngl y l ar ge ar ea of agr eement wi t h t hese cr i t i cs and

had i ndeed, al r eady made use of t he same vocabul ar y . He woul d, however ,

have been l ooki ng t hr ough t he mi r r or f r om t he ot her si de . The " Chr i st i an

di al ect i c" , he mai nt ai ned, had i ssued f r om " an i nver t ed wor l d" ( ei ne

ver kehr t e Wel t ) and was t hus i t sel f " an i nver t ed wor l d- consci ousness" ( ei n

ver kehr t es Wel t bewur st sei n) . 6 He cl ai med i n f act , t hat al l i deol ogy t hus f ar has

come t o us as i f i t wer e f i l t er ed t hr ough a camer a obscur a, a dar k r oom, and

t hus appear s upsi de- down, st andi ng on i t s head . 7 The poi nt was of cour se, as i n

hi s f amous r ef er ence t o Hegel , t hat t he soci al wor l d as wel l as i t s bel i ef s and

i deol ogi es had pr oper l y t o be st ood on t hei r f eet once mor e . Thus he woul d

have had no di f f i cul t y i n agr eei ng wi t h hi s Chr i st i an cr i t i cs t hat communi sm

was a " negat i on" of Chr i st i ani t y .

My i nt ent i on her e i s not t o obl i t er at e t he vast di f f er ences bet ween t he t wo

camps . But an under l yi ng quest i on begi ns t o f or ce i t s way t hr ough . I f Voegel i n

i s cor r ect i n hi s panor ami c vi ew of an ent i t y cal l ed " West er n soci et y" wi t h i t s

opposi ng t endenci es wi t hi n t hat soci et y, how shoul d such a West er n soci et y be

descr i bed over such vast l y di f f er ent mi l l enni a?

I t may r equi r e an al most super human det achment f r om t he l ong and

voci f er ous hi st or y of i nt er neci ne st r uggl e t o speak of a common t r adi t i on of
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bel i ef t hat r uns f r om bi bl i cal r el i gi on t hr ough Mar xi st eschat ol ogy . I n t he

at t empt t o come t o gr i ps wi t h some of t he st r i ki ngl y si mi l ar f eat ur es of t hi s

t r adi t i on ( wi t hout denyi ng t he over whel mi ng di f f er ences) , I r ever t t o t he

phr ase " t he apocal ypt i c t r adi t i on" . I t i s a consi st ent t r adi t i on whose many

expr essi ons ar e char act er i zed by a common begi nni ng and a common end . The

wor l d i s concei ved i ni t i al l y ' as t he home of over whel mi ng domi nat i on and

oppr essi on ( def i ned i n char act er i st i cal l y di f f er ent ways) . But t he oppr essed i n

t he end, ar e of f er ed a vi si on of per f ect communi t y whet her cal l ed t he ki ngdom

of God or soci al i sm. Bet ween t he begi nni ng and t he end, l i es an i nt er medi at e

pr ocess of t r ansf i gur at i on t hat i s l ar gel y unr ecogni zed but i s shar ed by al l t he

mai n ver si ons of t hi s t r adi t i on . a Over t he t hr ee mi l l enni a f r omMoses t o Mar x,

t he l eadi ng act or s have changed but t he basi c scr i pt of t he apocal ypt i c t r adi t i on

and some of i t s vi t al vocabul ar y have endur ed .

Wi t hi n t he l i mi t at i ons of t hi s essay, I shal l t ouch wi t h i nor di nat e, i f not

unseeml y br evi t y on t he Ol d Test ament , t he New Test ament , Lut her , Hegel

and Mar x. The r eader shoul d bear i n mi nd t hat t her e i s no i nt ent i on her e t o

r evi ew t hei r r espect i ve doct r i nes . Hence t hi s i s nei t her an essay on Revel at i on

nor on r evol ut i on and I shal l have l i t t l e t o add t o our knowl edge of ei t her

t heol ogy or soci al i sm.

Thi s i s an essay on t he ext r aor di nar y i t i ner ar y - one mi ght even say t he

" cal i st heni cs" - of cer t ai n t ypes of l anguage i n t he apocal ypt i c t r adi t i on . Thi s

i nt er est i n l anguage i s not st r i ct l y speaki ng, a l i ngui st i c or semant i c i nt er est as

such . Sever al phi l osopher s and soci al sci ent i st s hol d t hat l anguage i s t he key t o

consci ousness and i s i ndeed, t he most di r ect and i nt i mat e expr essi on avai l abl e

t o us . Er nst Cassi r er has suggest ed t hat t he mi nd uses wor ds and i mages " as

or gans of i t s own, and t her eby r ecogni zes t hemf or what t hey r eal l y ar e : f or ms

of i t s own sel f - r evel at i on . " 9 The Russi an psychol ogi st , Lev S. Vygot sky has

come t o t he same concl usi on f r om a di f f er ent per spect i ve : " Thought and

l anguage, whi ch r ef l ect r eal i t y i n a way di f f er ent f r omt hat of per cept i on, ar e

t he key t o t he nat ur e of human consci ousness . " 10 '

A new and unexpect ed l i ght has been t hr own on t hi s same mat t er by t he

di st i ngui shed wor k of Cl aude Levi - St r auss . Fr om t he st udy of hundr eds of

pr i mi t i ve myt hs, Levi - St r auss concl udes t hat we may speak of an " ar chi t ect ur e

of t he mi nd" . " Thi s i s an ar r est i ng i dea ; he el abor at es f ur t her t hat " t he

unconsci ous act i vi t y of t he mi nd consi st s i n i mposi ng f or ms upon cont ent . . .

t hese f or ms ( bei ng) f undament al l y t he same f or al l mi nds . " 12 Among t hese

f or ms, Levi - St r auss t hr ows hi s mai n emphasi s on t he " uni ver sal i t y of t he bi nar y

code" , 1 3 t hat i s, t he i nher ent capaci t y of t he mi nd t o " t hi nk by pai r s of

cont r ar i es, upwar ds and downwar ds, st r ong and weak, bl ack and whi t e . " 14

These ar e r ef er r ed t o as " chai ns of bi nar y opposi t i ons" . 15 The mai n pr ocess

i nvol ved i n t he st r uct ur e of myt h i s t he set t i ng up of cont r ast i ng pai r s, t he

bui l di ng up of a conf l i ct and t he move t owar ds i t s r esol ut i on .
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To t r eat t he apocal ypt i c t r adi t i on, f r om t he Bi bl e t o Mar x, as a syst em of

myt h does not i mpl y an i nt ent i on t hat i s ei t her pej or at i ve or r educt i oni st . The

val i di t y of t he t r ut hs r eveal ed i n t hi s t r adi t i on i s not compr omi sed by t he

pr esent anal ysi s of t he medi um of t hei r ar t i cul at i on . But t he new i ssue t hat

does ar i se i s t hat of t he r ol e of t he human mi nd as a hi dden but vi t al

pr ot agoni st t hr oughout . I n t hi s st udy of t he myt h of t he apocal ypt i c t r adi t i on,

par t i cul ar l y i n r el at i on t o t he f or mal r het or i cal pr oper t i es of t he l anguage whi ch

i t empl oys, we ar e engaged i n a vent ur e, not as st at ed ear l i er , i n ei t her t heol ogy

or soci al i sm, but ul t i mat el y i n ant hr opl ogy i n i t s wi dest sense - t he st udy of

man .

I r ecogni ze t hat t he at t empt t o vi ew t he apocal ypt i c t r adi t i on i n some over al l

common per spect i ve sever el y t est s t he r eader ' s cr edul i t y . Thi s chal l enge t o t he

r espect i ve adher ent s of i t s var i ous i ndi vi dual expr essi ons may pr ove i n-

sur mount abl e . Yet i f we ar e pr epar ed t o abandon our f i xed vant age poi nt s even

moment ar i l y, a br oader l andscape comes i nt o vi ewwi t h deep val l eys as wel l as

peaks .

Much of t he dr ama of t hi s t r adi t i on comes f r om t he per i odi c schi sms t hat

seem vi r t ual l y i nher ent i n i t s exi st ence . The New Test ament gr ew out of t he

Ol d, Pr ot est ant i sm out of Cat hol i ci sm, Mar x out of Hegel who mai nt ai ned

t hr oughout t hat he was a Lut her an . One car di nal r ul e pr evai l ed i n t he schi sm.

The pr evi ous ver si on of t he per f ect communi t y was t r ansf i gur ed and negat ed .

Thi s pr oved t o be an i ndi spensabl e f eat ur e of t he new st ar t i ng poi nt , t hat i s t he

new ver si on of oppr essi ve bondage . Rosemar y Reut her has poi nt ed out t hat i n

t he ear l y Chr i st i an chur ch, " ant i Judai sm was or i gi nal l y mor e t han soci al

pol emi c . I t was an expr essi on of Chr i st i an sel f - af f i r mat i on . " 16 Thi s was cl osel y

i ncor por at ed i nt o Chr i st i an " ant i t heses" or " negat i ons" . 17

But t he Chur ch i n i t s t ur n was " negat ed" i n t he Pr ot est ant Ref or mat i on .

T. S. El i ot has r emar ked t hat " t he l i f e of Pr ot est ant i sm depends on t he sur vi val

of t hat agai nst whi ch i t pr ot est s . "

Hegel , whi l e cont i nual l y avowi ng hi s Pr ot est ant af f i l i at i on at t empt ed t o

over t ur n, i n a gnost i c f ashi on, t he f or ms of sel f - under st andi ng of Pr ot est ant

t heol ogy . These out moded f or ms, t he myt hs, mi r acl es and l egends he f el t , had

now t o be abandoned and hi s own ai m was t o t ur n " t he l anguage of r el i gi ous

myt h i nt o t hat of t hought . " 1a

Mar x r ej ect ed Hegel ' s " di al ect i c of negat i vi t y" as i t sel f t oo myst i cal . Man' s

bondage i n hi st or y was as much t o hi s r el i gi ous sel f - expr essi on as t o hi s soci al

i nst i t ut i ons . Mar x wi shed t o over t ur n vi r t ual l y al l t hat had gone bef or e .



THE WORLDUPSI DEDOWN

Thus t he gr eat expr essi ons of t he apocal ypt i c t r adi t i on ar e necessar i l y as wel l

i t s gr eat schi sms . I t may be ar gued t hat Mar x' s ul t i mat e br eak wi t h any vest i ge

of t hei sm i s t he gr eat di vi de i n t hi s t r adi t i on - i t s t ot al secul ar i zat i on . Yet i t

gr ew al most nat ur al l y, per haps i nevi t abl y, out of Hegel ' s at t empt t o r el ocat e

t he endur i ng el ement of Pr ot est ant t r ut h wi t hi n a gnost i c, i mmanent i st

t r adi t i on . For Hegel , t he sel f - consci ousness of t he i ndi vi dual , as wel l as t he r ul e

of Spi r i t i n t he uni ver se bor e wi t ness t o t he essent i al Chr i st i an t r ut h .

What i s so unexpect ed however , i s t he r emar kabl e consi st ency of t he

schi smat i c ar gument , despi t e t he wi del y di f f er ent cont ext s i n whi ch i t ar ose .

Whet her one or anot her ver si on of t hei sm was at i ssue, or whet her , as wi t h

Mar x, t ot al secul ar i zat i on was pr opounded, t he mode of r easoni ng was al ways

t he same . On t he one hand, t he pr evi ous " per f ect communi t y" had t o be

i ncor por at ed i n t he new oppr essi ve bondage . On t he ot her , a gr eat deal of what

had gone bef or e was r et ai ned and r eaf f i r med i n t he newcont ext .

Much of t hi s i nner pr ocess of schi smat i c ar t i cul at i on can be summed up i n

Hegel ' s not i on of auf heben wi t h i t s dual connot at i on of " abol i shi ng" and

" pr eser vi ng" si mul t aneousl y . Thi s dual , ant i t het i cal pr ocess i s of t en hi dden i n

t he Engl i sh t r ansl at i on of auf heben i n Hegel and Mar x usual l y r ender ed si mpl y

as " t r anscend . "

The f i r st and per haps t he most dr amat i c i nst ance of schi sm i s i n t he New

Test ament . I t i s t he model f or vi r t ual l y al l t hat came af t er war ds . Let us f i r st

r ecapi t ul at e br i ef l y t he r el at ed st r uct ur e of t he Ol d Test ament .

The hi gh poi nt of t he Ol d Test ament i s t he Covenant at Si nai . The r het or i cal

or i gi ns of t he event however , l i e i n Phar oah' s t yr anni cal domi nat i on and i n t he

oppr essi ve bondage of t he Jews t o st at e sl aver y i n Egypt . The r het or i c i s expl i ci t :

" Then t hou shal t say unt o t hy son, we wer e sl aves unt o Phar aoh i n Egypt "

( Deut er onomy 6 : 21) .

Yahweh conquer s Phar aoh and r epl aces a t yr anni cal and evi l l or dshi p wi t h an

exal t ed l or dshi p of j ust i ce and r i ght eousness . The Jews i n t ur n ar e t r ansf or med

f r om oppr essed sl aves t o Phar aoh t o exal t ed sl aves t o Yahweh as i n God' s

st at ement : " For unt o me t he chi l dr en of I sr ael ar e sl aves ; t hey ar e my sl aves

. . . " ( avadei ; Levi t i cus 25 : 55) . Whi l e t he same Hebr ew wor d eved i s r et ai ned

t o connot e sl aver y t o Phar aoh as wel l as sl aver y t o Yahweh, i t s si gni f i cance has

been compl et el y i nver t ed . I n t he f i r st i nst ance i t connot es bi t t er over whel mi ng

oppr essi on, i n t he second i nst ance t ot al sal vat i on, man' s hi ghest and most

exal t ed vocat i on .

Thi s hi dden i nver si on of eved or sl ave, i s t he pr ecedent f or ot her f or ms of

i nver si on whi ch const i t ut e t he r out e t o per f ect communi t y . Anot her mode of

i nver si on f or exampl e, i s used t o r epr esent t he st at us of t he " chosen" ( i . e .

bl essed) peopl e :
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And t he Lor d shal l make t hee t he head, and not t he t ai l ;

and t hou shal t be above onl y, and t hou shal t not be

beneat h . ( Deut er onomy 28 : 13) .

The Jews ar e now " cal l ed by t he name of t he Lor d" ( Deut er onomy 28 : 10)

despi t e t he f act t hat t hey ar e st i l l hi s " sl aves" and t hus ent er i nt o t he

apocal ypt i c r esol ut i on of per f ect communi t y . As " l or ds" t hey ar e t o exi st i n a

communi t y of t ot al obedi ence, a compl ement ar y i mage of t he supr eme Lor d .

At t he f oot of Mount Si nai , Moses r el ays God' s pr omi se as f ol l ows :

Ye have seen what I di d unt o t he Egypt i ans, and how I

bor e you on eagl es' wi ngs, and br ought you unt o mysel f .

Now t her ef or e, i f ye wi l l obey my voi ce i ndeed, and keep

my covenant , t hen ye shal l be a pecul i ar t r easur e unt o me

above al l peopl e : f or al l t he ear t h i s mi ne :

And ye shal l be unt o me a ki ngdomof pr i est s, and an hol y

nat i on . ( Exodus 19 : 4- 6)

Met aphor s of i nver si on ar e scat t er ed t hr oughout t he Ol d Test ament : " The

Lor d br i nget h l ow, and l i f t et h up" ( I Samuel 2 : 7) ; " Behol d t he Lor d maket h

t he ear t h empt y and maket h i t wast e, and t ur net h i t upsi de down . . . " ( I sai ah

24 : 1) .

The New Test ament f ol l ows t hi s ver y same r out e t o per f ect communi t y

except f or one vi t al change - t he shi f t i n t he def i ni t i on of bondage . I n pl ace of

Phar aoh, t he oppr essi ve bondage i n t hi s i nst ance i s t o t he body and t o man' s

mor t al i t y . Paul r ef er s ( l i t er al l y) t o our " havi ng been ensl aved under t he

el ement s of t he wor l d" ( Gal at i ans 4 : 3) . The Gr eek wor d f or " sl ave" , doul os i s

now t r ansf i gur ed i n pr eci sel y t he same way as t he Hebr ew eved. Hence t he

" sl aves ( doul oi ) . . . of si n unt o deat h" ( Romans 6 : 16) become, i n t hei r i n-

ver t ed ( exal t ed) st at us, t he " sl aves of Chr i st " ( doul oi Chr i st ou, Ephesi ans 6 : 6) .

Si mi l ar l y, j ust as Yahweh def eat s Phar aoh, Chr i st abol i shes deat h whi ch i s

" swal l owed up i n vi ct or y" ( I Cor i nt hi ans 15 : 54) . Deat h' s domi nat i on i s i n-

ver t ed and Chr i st br i ngs " i mmor t al i t y t o l i ght t hr ough t he gospel " ( I I

Ti mot hy 1 : 10) . Chr i st i ans become " hei r s of God, and j oi nt - hei r s wi t h Chr i st "

( Romans 8 : 17) ; t he Chr i st i an i s " l or d of al l " ( kynos pant on, Gal at i ans 4 : 1) .

Thi s i s cl osel y model l ed on t he Ol d Test ament :

1 0
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But ye ar e a chosen gener at i on, a r oyal pr i est hood, an hol y

nat i on, a pecul i ar peopl e [ i . e . a peopl e f or Hi s possessi on]

( I Pet er 2 : 9) .

Thi s i nver si on f r om sl ave t o l or d i s now t he pr el ude t o t he apocal ypt i c

r esol ut i on of t he ki ngdom of God . Chr i st i ans ent er t he ki ngdom as " f el l ow-

ci t i zens wi t h t he sai nt s and of t he househol d of God" ( Ephesi ans 2 : 19) .

But t he schi smat i c char act er of t he New Test ament i s hi ghl i ght ed as wel l .

The oppr essi ve bondage of t he Chr i st i an i s not onl y t o man' s mor t al i t y : t he

body, si n and deat h, but al so t o what had gone bef or e, t he l aw. The com-

mandment s and t he Mosai c code had been t he key t o per f ect communi t y

among t he Jews : " Bl essed i s t he man . . . ( whose) del i ght i s i n t he l aw of t he

Lor d" ( Psal ms 1 : 1- 2) . But f or Chr i st i ans, " Chr i st i s t he end of t he l aw f or

r i ght eousness t o ever y one t hat bel i evet h" ( Romans 10 : 4) . Thus Chr i st " i s

made, not af t er t he l aw of a car nal commandment , but af t er t he power of an

endl ess l i f e" ( Hebr ews 7 : 16) . The l aw ent er s i nt o t he r edef i ned r eal m of t he

Chr i st i an vi ewof oppr essi on . Hence ( i n Hebr ews 7 : 18) , t he commandment s ar e

" annul l ed" ( auf gehoben i n Lut her ' s t r ansl at i on) . But t he i nner si gni f i cance of

t hi s annul ment soon becomes cl ear i n Paul : " Do we t hen make voi d ( heben

. . . auA t he l aw t hr ough f ai t h? God f or bi d : yea we est abl i sh t he l aw" ( Romans

3 : 31) . Jesus i s expl i ci t on t he mat t er : " Thi nk not t hat I am come t o dest r oy t he

l aw, or t he pr ophet s : I amnot come t o dest r oy but t o f ul f i l " ( Mat t hew 5 : 17) .

The compl ai nt s of t he Jews wer e voci f er ous . Af t er Paul had pr eached hi s

r evol ut i onar y doct r i ne f or t hr ee sabbat h days i n t he synagogue at Thessal oni ca,

t heJews made r epr esent at i ons t o t he l ocal aut hor i t i es : " These t hat have t ur ned

t he wor l d upsi de down ar e come hi t her al so" ( Act s 17 : 6) . " The wor l d upsi de

down" was a met aphor t hat was t o be r e- echoed i n var i ous ways, i n al l t he

schi smat i c bat t l es of t he apocal ypt i c t r adi t i on we ar e consi der i ng, whet her by

t he t hei st i c or t he secul ar t r adi t i on . I t was t o r eappear as a casual f i gur e of

speech, a met aphor f or an oppr essed wor l d, as wel l as a met aphor f or

r evol ut i on . Wi t h Lut her and Hegel i t r eached i t s hi ghest f or m as a met aphor

f or God' s power .

Why was t hi s met aphor of i nver si on so congeni al and i nt i mat e a f or m of

expr essi on f or t he apocal ypt i c t r adi t i on? Does i t act , f ol l owi ng Cassi r er ' s i n-

si ght , as an expr essi on of t he mi nd' s sel f - r evel at i on? We t ouch on t hi s quest i on

once mor e i n t he concl usi on .

The new vi si on of per f ect communi t y was embodi ed i n t he Chur ch . For

Voegel i n, ar t i cul at i ng t he Cat hol i c posi t i on, t he chur ch was " t he uni ver sal

spi r i t ual or gani zat i on of sai nt s and si nner s who pr of essed f ai t h i n Chr i st , as t he

r epr esent at i ve of t he ci vi t as Dei i n hi st or y, as t he f l ash of et er ni t y i nt o t i me . " 1 9
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The Pr ot est ant r evol ut i on, Hegel , Mar x and al l t hat was t o f ol l ow r esul t ed,

accor di ng t o Voegel i n f r oman " i nner - Chr i st i an t ensi on" , t he bur st i ng f or t h of
' ` component s t hat wer e suppr essed as her et i cal by t he uni ver sal chur ch . " 20 The
Ref or mat i on l ed t he way t o a " successf ul i nvasi on of West er n i nst i t ut i ons by
Gnost i c movement s . . . " , t he spl i t t i ng of t he uni ver sal chur ch and t he
" gr adual conquest of t he pol i t i cal i nst i t ut i ons i n t he nat i onal st at es . " 21 Thi s
" Gnost i c dr eam wor l d" as Voegel i n cal l s i t , became " t he ci vi l Theol ogy of
West er n soci et y . ' 22

Voegel i n was r i ght i n my vi ew, t o see t he st eady unf ol di ng and di r ect l i ne

bet ween Lut her , Hegel and Mar x . I shal l at t empt t o r ecapi t ul at e ver y br i ef l y

t hi s i nner cont i nui t y i n t er ms of what had been " annul l ed" i n each case and
what had been " pr eser ved" .

But f or t hose who pr ef er t o vi ew t he apocal ypt i c dr ama of West er n soci et y i n
t he l ar ger cont ext set out her e, t hi s " i nner - Chr i st i an t ensi on" r ehear sed on a
much l ar ger st age what had al r eady t aken pl ace once bef or e . " These t hat have
t ur ned t he wor l d upsi de down" was, as we r ecal l , t he cr y agai nst t he f i r st of t he
schi sms of t he apocal ypt i c t r adi t i on .

Lut her may have been t he most i mpor t ant of " t he di vi ne r edeemer s of t he
Gnost i c empi r es' ' 23 but t he dr ama t hr oughout was r emar kabl y f ai t hf ul ' t o i t s
under l yi ng scr i pt . Lut her af f i r med t he basi c st r uct ur e of Paul i ne t heol ogy
ar ound t he pai r of cont r ar y t er ms " l or d and ser vant " and i ncor por at ed t he
pr evi ous vi si on of per f ect communi t y i nt o hi s newvi ewof oppr essi ve bondage .

The cor ner st one of Lut her an t heol ogy i s hi s most i mpor t ant essay, " On t he
Fr eedom of a Chr i st i an" ( 1520) . The essay cont r ast s t he par adoxi cal st at us of
t he Chr i st i an who i s " a per f ect l y f r ee l or d of al l subj ect t o none" and at t he
same t i me " a per f ect l y dut i f ul ser vant of al l subj ect t o al l . " 24

The t er ms " l or d" and " ser vant " ( Her r and Knecht ) ar e of f er ed once mor e
i n t he bi bl i cal cont ext di scussed ear l i er . The f r ee Chr i st i an, f ol l owi ng i n
Chr i st ' s pat h, and i n bondage i n hi s mor t al exi st ence, " ought i n t hi s l i ber t y t o
empt y hi msel f agai n" and ser ve hi s nei ghbour . 2s Thus t he Chr i st i an ser vant or
Knecht i nver t s hi s i ni t i al bondage t o bodi l y exi st ence t o become f r ee i n t he ver y
ser vi ce ( or bondage) of hi s f el l owman .

Now t he char act er i st i c second i nver si on t akes pl ace wher e t he Chr i st i an
ser vant , t hr ough f ai t h al so becomes a l or d :

ever y Chr i st i an i s by f ai t h so exal t ed ( er haben) above al l

t hi ngs t hat , by vi r t ue of a spi r i t ual power , he i s l or d ( eyn

her r wi r t geyst l i ch) of al l t hi ngs wi t hout except i on, so t hat

not hi ng can do hi many har m. 26
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Thi s r ei t er at es Paul ' s posi t i on wher e as we have seen, t he Chr i st i an i s " l or d of

al l " ( Gal at i ans 4 : 1) . Lor d and ser vant ar e nowuni t ed i n t he same per son wi t hi n

hi s Chr i st i an f r eedom. As Lut her summed up t he par adox at a di f f er ent poi nt :

" I n Chr i st t he l or d and ser vant ar e one" - Da. r ynn Chr i r t o, her r and knecht

eyn di ng Sey . 21

Lut her dr aws out t he i nner ant i t hesi s of t he pai r of t er ms l or d and ser vant ,

and i s of t en l ed t o comment mor e gener al l y on t he r ol e t hat " ant i t hesi s" pl ays

i n Paul : " Ant i t hesi n f aci t Apost ol us" , t he Apost l e cr eat es an ant i t hesi s . 28

Lut her obser ves as wel l i n hi s debat e wi t h Er asmus t hat " Scr i pt ur e speaks

t hr ough ant i t hesi s" and t hat ever yt hi ng t hat i s opposed t o Chr i st r ei gns i n

hi m. 29 The r esol ut i on of t he pr obl em of t he t wo opposi t e nat ur es of Chr i st

( l or d and ser vant ) was one of Lut her ' s l i f el ong pr eoccupat i ons, t he mat r i x of

many of hi s doct r i nes .

To l ead t he at t ack on t he Chur ch, par t i cul ar l y on t he pr act i ce of i ndul gences,

Lut her devel oped as hi s cent r al doct r i ne, t he t heol ogy of t he cr oss . I t pr oved t o

be t he t heol ogi cal spr i ngboar d of t he Pr ot est ant " her esy" . " CRUX . col a est

no. r t r a Theol ogi a" , t he cr oss al one i s our t heol ogy, st at es Lut her . 30 I t i s t he t r ue

t heol ogy, t he t heol ogi a cr uci s whi ch st ands i n shar p opposi t i on t o t he t heol ogi a

gl or i ae, t he t heol ogy of gl or y char act er i st i c of t he Cat hol i c chur ch . I n t he

t heol ogy of gl or y, God i s known by hi s gl or y, hi s power and hi s wor ks . But God

wi shes however , t o be known by t he pr eci se opposi t e, namel y hi s suf f er i ng and

hi s weakness . Hence t he t wo nat ur es of Chr i st became t he t heol ogi cal bat -

t l egr ound . I t i s t o Chr i st ' s " al i en" i mage ( al i enum) t hat Lut her t ur ns, namel y

" t he cr oss, l abor , al l ki nds of puni shment , f i nal l y deat h and hel l i n t he f l esh

. . . " 3' Thus, " whoever does not t ake up hi s own cr oss and f ol l ow Hi m, i s not

wor t hy of Hi m, even i f he wer e f i l l ed wi t h al l ki nds of i ndul gences . ' X32

God' s sal vat i on f ol l ows onl y when man, i n pur sui t of Chr i st ' s al i en pat h,

r eaches hi s l owpoi nt :

He, however , who has empt i ed hi msel f [ Cf . Phi l . 2 : 7]

t hr ough suf f er i ng no l onger does wor ks but knows t hat

God wor ks and does al l t hi ngs i n hi m . . . He knows t hat i t

i s suf f i ci ent i f he suf f er s and i s br ought l ow by t he cr oss i n

or der t o be anni hi l at ed al l t he mor e . I t i s t hi s t hat Chr i st

says i n John 3 [ : 7] " You must be bor n anew. " 33

Fr omt he l owpoi nt of man' s " anni hi l at i on" t her e was t o emer ge hi s sal vat i on .

Lut her ' s compl ai nt agai nst t he Cat hol i c chur ch and agai nst t he i ndul gences

was summed up i n a f ami l i ar met aphor : " The t heol ogy of t he cr oss has been

abr ogat ed, and ever yt hi ng has been compl et el y t ur ned upsi de down"
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( evacuat a est Theol ogi a cr ud' s sunt que omni ' a pl ane per ver sa) . 34 Lut her used a

si mi l ar met aphor i n hi s quar r el wi t h t he Cat hol i c chur ch on t he conf essi onal :

" Szo ker est u es umb unnd wi l t mi ch zum knecht machenn . . . Si he, das i st

vor ker et di ng " - t hus you t ur n t hi ngs upsi de down and wi sh t o make a sl ave

out of me . . . See, t hi s i s upsi de down . 35 I t was one of Lut her ' s f avor i t e

met aphor s but i t had many var i at i ons . 36 Chi ef l y however , i t was t he met aphor

f or : t r ansf i gur i ng and negat i ng t he pr evi ous " per f ect communi t y" , t he

Cat hol i c chur ch - f or Lut her an upsi de down wor l d .

But t he power hel d by Lut her ' s Supr eme Bei ng was cl osel y aki n ; i t was t he

power t o set t he wor l d r i ght si de up once mor e . Out of t he t heol ogy of t he cr oss

t her e emer ges a vi ew of God' s power as t he negat i va essent i a, t he negat i ve

essence . I t i s " t he negat i on of al l t hi ngs whi ch can be f el t , hel d and com-

pr ehended . . . " 37 The or i gi ns of t hi s doct r i ne ar e ascr i bed t o Paul :

For ever yt hi ng i n us i s weak and wor t hl ess : but i n t hat

not hi ngness and wor t hl essness, so t o speak, God shows Hi s

st r engt h, accor di ng t o t he sayi ng ( I I Cor i nt hi ans 12 : 9)

" My power i s made per f ect i n weakness . " 3e

I t i s t he ver y anni hi l at i on t o not hi ngness t hat i s t he pr el ude as Lut her st at es

t o bei ng bor n anew. I n t he essay " On t he Bondage of t he Wi l l " , t he pat h

chosen f or t he el ect ( el ect os) i s, " t hat bei ng humbl ed and br ought back t o

not hi ngness by t hi s means t hey may be saved . " 39

The negat i va esr ent i a, God' s power , i s t he power of i nver si on . A l eadi ng

Lut her an schol ar , Paul Al t haus, sums up Lut her ' s vi ew of t he di vi ne power as

f ol l ows :

( God) i s t he power t hat cr eat es out of not hi ng or out of i t s

opposi t e . I t i s mani f est ed by t he i nver si on ( Umkehr ung) of

al l ear t hl y st andar ds and r el at i onshi ps . 40

The t wo opposi t e nat ur es of Chr i st wer e al so t he mat r i x of Lut her ' s r out e t o

t he t wo ki ngdoms, t he spi r i t ual and t he wor l dl y - but we must bypass a

det ai l ed di scussi on . Si nce i t t o say t hat t hi s was t he cent r al t heol ogi cal

pr obl emt hat haunt ed hi mal l hi s l i f e . " Though hi s nat ur e may be t wo- f ol d" ,

Lut her asser t ed, " yet hi s per son i s not di vi ded . " 41 Howt hese t wo nat ur es coul d

st i l l be one per son he t hought , was ul t i mat el y " i nscr ut abl e" and " f ool i sh

r eason" was t o no avai l . But i n a r ar e and f l ashi ng i nsi ght he pr ovi ded a vi t al
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due t o t he par adox . We wer e deal i ng her e, he st at ed, wi t h t he r egul ae

di al ect i cae, t he r ul es of di al ect i cs . 42

The " di al ect i c of negat i vi t y" as wel l as t he pr ocess of i nver si on and negat i on

r e- emer ged at t he hear t of t he Hegel i an syst em. We can onl y t ouch br i ef l y on

some of t he Lut her an doct r i nes of t hi s vast phi l osophi cal ent er pr i se . The

t heol ogy of t he cr oss was pr eser ved i n t he new " sci ent i f i c" l anguage of t he

Enl i ght enment , even whi l e i t s r el i gi ous f or m ( Vor st el l ung) was annul l ed .

Hegel st at ed t hat :

I t was wi t h Lut her f i r st of al l t hat f r eedomof spi r i t began

t o exi st i n embr yo, and i t s f or m i ndi cat ed t hat i t woul d

r emai n i n embr yo . 43

Rel i gi on had pr eceded phi l osophi cal sci ence i n expr essi ng " what spi r i t i s" . But ,

" t hi s sci ence al one i s t he per f ect f or mi n whi ch t he spi r i t t r ul y knows i t sel f . " 44

Hence man' s l i ber at i on was cont i ngent on br i ngi ng t o l i ght t he ker nel of t hi s

r el i gi on, hi dden wi t hi n t he out er ar chai c shel l .

Hegel cont i nues : " The pr ocess of car r yi ng f or war d t hi s f or mof knowl edge of

i t sel f i s t he t ask whi ch spi r i t accompl i shes as act ual Hi st or y . " 45 The ai mof t hat

hi st or y was t o " gai n f r eedom and i ndependence" and t hi s was achi eved

t hr ough " t he por t ent ous power of t he negat i ve" . 46

What Spi r i t conf r ont ed was man' s physi cal , f i ni t e i ncar nat i on hemmed i n by

a mat er i al uni ver se . Thi s i s what Hegel di scer ned as an " i nver t ed wor l d"

( ver kehr t e Wel t ) , t he wor l d of sensuous per cept i on i n bot h i t s i mmedi at e and

uni ver sal aspect s . 47 Man' s bondage l ay i n hi s f i ni t ude ( Endl i chkei t ) and i n t he

physi cal l aws of t he uni ver se t o whi ch he was subj ect . Hegel ' s vi ew of bondage

r el at ed ul t i mat el y ( t hr ough a ci r cui t ous r out e) t o Paul ' s " bondage under t he

el ement s of t he wor l d" ( Gal at i ans 4 : 3) . 48 But how was t he f r eedom f r om t hat

bondage t o be achi eved? Hegel ' s answer was r oot ed i n Lut her ' s i nj unct i on

some t hr ee cent ur i es ear l i er ; " t o f or sake and empt y our sel ves, keepi ng not hi ng

of our senses, but negat i ng ever yt hi ng" ( nos i psos deser er e et ext nani r e, ni hi l

de nost r o sensu r et i nendo, sed t ot umabnegando) . 49

Lut her ' s essay " On The Fr eedomof a Chr i st i an" and hi s t heol ogy gener al l y,

pr ovi de an i mpor t ant key t o Hegel ' s f amous par abl e of Lor dshi p and Bondage,

t he hear t of The Phenomemol ogy of Mi nd. Her e, t he pr ot ot ypi cal sl ave appear s

" i n t he f or m or shape of t hi nghood" ( Gest al t der Di nghei t ) 50 and he i s beset

by " t he f ear of deat h, t he sover ei gn mast er " , i . e. t he l or d . 51 The par abl e i t sel f

i s a l ong and eni gmat i c excur si on whose f ul l expl i cat i on we must bypass her e .

Two essent i al cl ues however t o t he i dent i t y of Hegel ' s myst er i ous l or d and

ser vant come f r om t he Ol d and New Test ament r espect i vel y . Hegel ' s t ext
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i ncl udes t he sent ence " t he f ear of t he l or d i s t he begi nni ng of wi sdom" , an
al most exact r ender i ng of Psal m 111 : 10 52 . But t he i dent i t y of t he l or d i s f ur t her
r eveal ed i n t he New Test ament . I n Paul ' s Epi st l e t o t he Hebr ews ( 2 : 15) we
r ead, " and del i ver t hem who t hr ough f ear of deat h wer e al l t hei r l i f et i me
subj ect t o bondage" . For Hegel , deat h " t he sover ei gn mast er " i s t he i nver t ed
f or m of t hi s passage ; as l or d, deat h r ul es over t hose who ar e subj ect t o hi s
bondage .

Though deat h r ul es as t he sover ei gn mast er , what pr eci sel y i s hi s power ?
Lut her ' s not i on of t he negat i va essent za r eappear s i n Ger man as Hegel ' s
negat i ves Wesen . Thus Hegel ' s second i ndi cat i on of t he power of t he l or d i n
t he par abl e, i s " di e r ef i ne negat i ve Macht , der das Di ng ni cht s f i st " ; " t he
negat i ve power wi t hout qual i f i cat i on, a power t o whi ch t he t hi ng i s naught " . 53

The power of t he l or d i s t he power of t he negat i ve - a pur el y Lut her an

posi t i on . But as we wi l l r ecal l , t he mat er i al wor l d of sensuous per cept i on i s, f or
Hegel , an " i nver t ed wor l d" . Hence, t he encount er of Spi r i t wi t h t he mat er i al ,
f i ni t e wor l d i s desi gnat ed as t he " negat i ve of t he negat i ve' , 54 a phr ase t hat was

t o be cl osel y echoed i n Mar x' movement t owar d communi sm.

I n anot her desi gnat i on, Spi r i t i s expl i ci t l y cal l ed " t hi s pr ocess of i nver si on" ,
di eser Umkehr ung, 55 and i s pr ef i gur ed f or manki nd i n Chr i st ' s Passi on .

Chr i st ' s deat h i s expl i ci t l y cal l ed an i nver si on ( Umkehr ung) and ser ves as a
par adi gmf or each i ndi vi dual wher e he yi el ds up hi s nat ur al wi l l . 5 6

What i s t he r esol ut i on of man' s di l emma t hat Hegel of f er s i n t he par abl e of
Lor dshi p and Bondage? " Bondage wi l l , when compl et ed, pass i nt o t he op-
posi t e of what i t i mmedi at el y i s . . . and change r ound i nt o r eal and t r ue i n-

dependence . " 57 I t i s i n t he sel f - di f f er ent i at i on f r om t hi s wor l d i n di al ect i cal
f ashi on, t he i nwar d r et r eat , t hat f ul l sel f - consci ousness i s achi eved by t he i n-
di vi dual , " t he t r ue r et ur n ( of consci ousness) i nt o i t sel f ' ( Sei ne war he Ruckkehr
. .

	

, i n sack sel bst ) . 58

Thus Paul ' s bondage t o mor t al i t y and Lut her ' s not i on of t he di vi ne power as
t he negat i va essent i a ar e br ought t oget her i n Hegel . Hegel mai nt ai ns :

Thi s i s t he Lut her an f ai t h . . . God i s t hus i n spi r i t al one,

He i s not a beyond but t he t r uest r eal i t y of t he i n-

di vi dual . 59

A ver y el abor at e r ecast i ng of t he Paul i ne pr oposi t i on of t he i nner and out er

man t o be sur e, but Hegel ' s posi t i on i s ul t i mat el y, a phi l osophi cal vi ndi cat i on

of Chr i st i an Pr ot est ant t heol ogy wi t h i t s pr omi se of Chr i st i an l i ber t y and t he

Chr i st i an Ki ngdom. Typi cal l y Lut her ' s spi r i t ual Ki ngdom i s t r ansf i gur ed once
mor e and becomes an ear t hl y ki ngdom.
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Whi l e sel f - consci ousness pur sues i t s ul t i mat e i nwar d r et r eat , man as f i ni t e

bei ng i ncar nat es hi msel f i n t he i nst i t ut i ons of soci et y . For Hegel , t he st at e i s

" t he act ual i t y of concr et e f r eedom" 6u al so cal l ed " f i ni t e" or " secul ar "

f r eedom. Her e t he al l - embr aci ng per f ect communi t y achi eves i t s f i nal hi st or i cal

exi st ence : " The pr i vat e i nt er est of i t s ci t i zens i s one wi t h t he common i nt er est

of t he st at e . " 61 Hence t he st at e f or Hegel , i s t he embodi ment of Spi r i t i n

hi st or y, a pr ocess t hat uni t es " t he ki ngdom of God and t he soci al l y Mor al

wor l d as one I dea . " 62 Hi st or y cul mi nat es i n t he i deal Pr ot est ant st at e :

I n t he Pr ot est ant st at e, t he const i t ut i on and t he code, as

wel l as t hei r sever al appl i cat i ons, embody t he pr i nci pl e

and t he devel opment of t he mor al l i f e, whi ch pr oceeds

and can onl y pr oceed f r omt he t r ut h of r el i gi on . . . and i n

t hat way . . . f i r st become act ual . 63

Thi s was an i deal concept i on of t he st at e as embodi ed per f ect communi t y -

Hegel ' s t est ament t o t he pr omi se of t he emer gi ng l i ber al soci et y . The

si gni f i cance of t he event s t o whi ch he was wi t ness, " i s known t hr ough t he

Spi r i t , f or t he Spi r i t i s r eveal ed i n t hi s hi st or y . . . wor l d- hi st or y has i n i t f ound

i t s end . " 6a

Mar x f ought an unr el ent i ng bat t l e wi t h t heol ogy and r el i gi on qual i f i ed

occasi onal l y by gr udgi ng pr ai se and per cept i ve i nsi ght . Much of hi s out l ook was

der i vat i ve of t he Hegel i an cor pus of wor k on whi ch he r el i ed . He under st ood

i nt i mat el y t he " Chr i st i an di al ect i c" whi ch had l ocat ed man' s oppr essi on i n t he

bondage of t he body . I n t he debat e wi t h Max St i r ner he st at es :

The onl y r eason why Chr i st i ani t y want ed t o f r ee us f r om

t he domi nat i on of t he f l esh ( Her r schaf t des Fl e1schet ) . . .

was because i t r egar ds our f l esh, our desi r es as somet hi ng

f or ei gn t o us . . . 6s

Mar x coul d even excuse par t i al l y, t he di st or t ed per spect i ves of r el i gi on, si nce,

as not ed ear l i er , i t had i ssued f or t h f r om " an i nver t ed wor l d" . What was

pr i nci pal l y at st ake however was a new def i ni t i on of " bondage" whi ch Mar x

i nvoked t o r epl ace t he Chr i st i an bondage t o mor t al i t y, ( or Hegel ' s cl osel y-

r el at ed bondage t o f i ni t e exi st ence) . Man i nst ead was i n bondage t o t he soci al

and economi c or der under whi ch he l i ved . Hegel ' s i deal Pr ot est ant st at e, t he
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paean t o an evol vi ng l i ber al soci et y, was now t o be t ur ned i nt o t he new op-

pr essi ve bondage, t he bondage t o capi t al i sm.

Once mor e as i n t he bi bl i cal par adi gm, t he ar gument was st r uct ur ed i ni t i al l y

as a cont r ast i ng pai r of t er ms i n ant i t hesi s, namel y capi t al and l abour .

Domi nat i on f or Mar x ( Her r schaf t ) r ef er s t o changi ng f or ms of pr i vat e pr oper t y,
and oppr essi ve bondage ( Knecht schaf t ) r ef er s t o di f f er ent f or ms of al i enat ed
l abour , ent dusser t e[ n] Ar bei t . 66 At t he end of t he second manuscr i pt of t he

Economi c and Phi l osophi c Manuscr i pt s of 1844, Mar x conveys i n a f ew el l i pt i c

not es how capi t al and l abour evol ve as Her r and Knecht ( l or d and ser vant ) .

They evol ve at f i r st i n a compl ement ar y f ashi on, even t hough separ at e and

est r anged and " pr omot e each ot her as posi t i ve condi t i ons" . But a t hr eshol d i s

r eached af t er whi ch t hey devel op i n cont r adi ct i on or opposi t i on . The mot i ve

f or ce of change i s " t he ant i t hesi s of l abour and capi t al " ( der Gegensat x der

Ar bei t and des Kapi t al s) . 67 I t i s Act I of t he dr ama whi ch now unf ol ds t o t he

t ypi cal apocal ypt i c cl i max . As Mar x st at es, t hi s ant i t hesi s i s a " dynami c

r el at i onshi p movi ng t o i t s r esol ut i on . " 68

Mar x' schema, st ar t i ng as i t does f r om an al i enat ed wor l d wher e man' s

human essence has been compl et el y under mi ned, r equi r es t o set t hi ngs r i ght

t hr ough a syst emat i c pr ocess of i nver si on . The medi at i ng r ol e i s pl ayed by t he

pr ol et ar i at . The pr ol et ar i at moves f r om i t s own " compl et e l oss of humani t y

and can onl y r edeem i t sel f t hr ough t he t ot al r edempt i on of humani t y" ; t he

Ger man t ext cont r ast s vol l zge[ r ] Ver l ust - compl et e l oss - and vol l i ge

Wi eder gewi nnung - compl et e r edempt i on . 69 A dehumani zed and ensl aved

pr ol et ar i at becomes a r edeemed pr ol et ar i at . Recal l i ng t hat t he pr ol et ar i at i s
Mar x' Knecht or sl ave, we see her e t he char act er i st i c par adi gm, t he i nver si on

f r omoppr essi ve t o exal t ed bondage .

The exal t ed bondage now goes t hr ough t he second i nver si on, and t he exal t ed

" sl ave" becomes a " l or d" . Mar x r ef er s sever al t i mes i n t he Communi st

Mani f est o t o t he l or dshi p of t he pr ol et ar i at - i t s Her r schaf t or supr emacy . Hi s

gr aphi c i nst r uct i on r eads : " The f i r st st ep i n t he r evol ut i on by t he wor ki ng cl ass,

i s t o r ai se t he pr ol et ar i at t o t he posi t i on of r ul i ng cl ass . . . " 70 Thi s di f f er ed

l i t t l e i n i t s r het or i c f r omMoses' pr omi se t o t he j ews :

and t he Lor d shal l make t hee t he head, and not t he t ai l ;

and t hou shal t be above onl y, and t hou shal t not be

beneat h ( Deut er onomy 28 : 13) .

Compar e as wel l Paul ' s expr essi on " f or i n not hi ng am I behi nd t he ver y

chi ef est apost l es, t hough I be not hi ng" ( I I Cor i nt hi ans 12 : 11) . I n Lut her ' s

t r ansl at i on : da i ch doch ni cht weni ger bi n, al s di e hohen Apost el si nd, wi ewohl

1 8



THE WORLDUPSI DE DOWN

kb ni cht s bi n . I t had cl ose echoes i n Mar x' r i ngi ng chal l enge, t he

" r evol ut i onar y bol dness whi ch f l i ngs at i t s adver sar y t he def i ant phr ase : I am

not hi ng and I shoul d be ever yt hi ng" , I cb bi n ni cht r , and i ch musst e al l es

sei n . 71

For Mar x, capi t al i sm was pi ct ur ed as an upsi de- down wor l d at i t s most ex-

t r eme . " Ever yt hi ng" , Mar x st at ed, " appear s upsi de down i n compet i t i on" . , z

But i n at t empt i ng t o set t he wor l d r i ght si de up once mor e, Mar x f el l back on a

r het or i c of st r i ki ng si mi l ar i t y t o ever yt hi ng he di savowed : Hegel , Lut her , t he

Bi bl e - al l wer e char act er i st i cal l y pr esent i n t he mode i n whi ch man woul d

now once mor e i nver t hi s bondage and move t o yet anot her ver si on of t he

per f ect communi t y .

Lodged wi t hi n t hi s evol vi ng ant i t hesi s i s a vast and compl ex net wor k of soci al

and economi c devel opment t o whi ch I can har dl y t o j ust i ce her e . But some

suggest i ve not i ons can be of f er ed of t he way t hat Mar x vi ewed money, capi t al i st

economi c r el at i ons and t he cour se of r evol ut i on .

Money, f or Mar x, i s " t he al i enat ed abi l i t y of manki nd" . 73 I t i s desi gnat ed by

Mar x as " t hi s over t ur ni ng power " ( di ese ver kehr ende Macbt ) and he el abor at es

on money' s pecul i ar i nver t i ng pr oper t i es . Money i s :

t he gener al over t ur ni ng ( al l gemei ne Ver kehr ung) of i n-

di vi dual i t i es whi ch t ur ns t hem i nt o t hei r cont r ar y ( i n i hr

Gegent ed umkehr t ) and adds cont r adi ct or y at t r i but es t o

t he at t r i but es . 74

I n t he Gr undnr se, t he same t endency pr oves t o be char act er i st i c of t he

capi t al i st mode of pr oduct i on i n gener al . Mar x not es t hat " i nver si on

( Ver kber ung) i s t he f oundat i on of t he capi t al i st mode of pr oduct i on, not onl y

of i t s di st r i but i on" . He st at es t hat " t hi s t wi st i ng and i nver si on ( Ver dr ehung

and Ver kehr ung) i s t he r eal [ phenomenon] , not a mer el y supposed one exi st i ng

mer el y i n t he i magi nat i on of t he wor ker s and t he capi t al i st s" . 75

As t hi s not i on emer ges i n t he f ul l y devel oped ver si on of Capi t al , Mar x

mai nt ai ns t hat " capi t al i st pr oduct i on beget s, wi t h t he i nexor abi l i t y of a l aw of

Nat ur e, i t s own negat i on . I t i s t he negat i on of negat i on " . 76 Fur t her , " i t i s

evi dent t hat t he l aws of appr opr i at i on or of pr i vat e pr oper t y . . . become by

t hei r own i nner and i nexor abl e di al ect i c changed i nt o t hei r ver y opposi t e . "

The Hegel i an and Lut her an i nf l uence of " negat i on" and " i nver si on"

per si st t hr ough bot h t he ear l y and t he mat ur e Mar x . Emanci pat i on wi l l come

about as t he r esul t of
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t he f or mat i on of a cl ass wi t h r adi cal chai ns . . . a cl ass t hat

i s t he di ssol ut i on of al l cl asses, a spher e of soci et y havi ng a

uni ver sal char act er because of i t s uni ver sal suf f er i ng . . .

because . . . unqual i f i ed wr ong i s per pet r at ed on I t . . . 78

The pr ol et ar i at al r eady embodi es " t he negat i ve r esul t of soci et y" , and ( i n a

char act er i st i c r ever sal ) " mer el y el evat es i nt o a pr i nci pl e of soci et y what soci et y

had advanced as t he pr i nci pl e of t he pr ol et ar i at . . . " , namel y, " t he negat i on

of pr i vat e pr oper t y . " 79 The cal l f or r evol ut i on i n t he Communi st Mani f est o was

a cal l t o i nver t hi st or i cal devel opment as i t had pr oceeded t hus f ar . 110
Ther e ar e char act er i st i c wor ds i n Mar x t hat capt ur e t hi s apocal ypt i c

r esol ut i on, t hat i s t he abr upt l eap or i nver si on wher e t he under l yi ng con-

t r adi ct i on i s suspended and t r ansf or med i nt o i t s opposi t e . Communi sm, as

man' s t ot al sal vat i on, wi l l happen " ' al l at once' and si mul t aneousl y . . . "

( auf ei nmal ) . 81 One of Mar x' f avour i t e wor ds i s Umschl ag, " t he t ur n i nt o i t s

opposi t e . " ez He al so r ef er s t o " di eser di al ekt i sche Umschl ag " , " t he di al ect i cal

r ever sal . " 83

Thi s use of l anguage i s r emi ni scent of one of Lut her ' s char act er i st i c wor ds

umbker en - t o over t ur n or i nver t : " Our Lor d God can i mmedi at el y over t ur n

t hi ngs despi t e t he Emper or or t he Pope . " ( Unser Her r Got t kans bal d um-

bker en t r ot z Kei ser , Bapst ) . 84

We wi l l r ecal l as wel l t hat out of Lut her ' s bat t l e wi t h t he Cat hol i c chur ch

wher e " ever yt hi ng has been compl et el y t ur ned up- si de- down" , t her e emer ged

t he t heol ogy of t he cr oss cent er ed on God' s power as t he negat i va essent i a, t he

power of i nver si on . Mar x i n t ur n, r egar ded capi t al i sm as " an enchant ed,

per ver t ed ( r ead " i nver t ed" ) , t opsy- t ur vy wor l d" ( di e ver zauber t e, ver kehr t e

and auf den Kopf gest el l t e Wel t ) 85 but communi sm " over t ur ns t he basi s of al l

ear l i er r el at i ons of pr oduct i on and exchange . " 86

The apocal ypt i c r esol ut i on of per f ect communi t y i s r ecapi t ul at ed i n Mar x i n

t he expl i ci t abol i t i on of power . Pol i t i cal power , Mar x cl ai ms, i s mer el y t he

r esul t of cl ass ant agoni sms and wi t h t he abol i t i on of t he l at t er , a soci et y wi l l

evol ve wher e, " t her e wi l l be no f ur t her pol i t i cal power as such . " 87 I n a wel l -

known passage f r omt he Communi st Mani f est o, he r ei t er at es t hi s not i on :

When, i n t he cour se of devel opment , cl ass di st i nct i ons

have di sappear ed, and al l pr oduct i on has been con-

cent r at ed i n t he hands of a vast associ at i on of t he whol e

nat i on, t he publ i c power wi l l l ose i t s pol i t i cal char act er .

Pol i t i cal power , pr oper l y so cal l ed, i s mer el y t he or gani zed

power of one cl ass f or oppr essi ng anot her . I f t he pr ol et ar i at

2 0



THE WORLDUPSI DE DOWN

dur i ng i t s cont est wi t h t he bour geoi si e i s compel l ed, by

t he f or ce of ci r cumst ances t o or gani ze i t sel f as a cl ass, i f , by

means of a r evol ut i on, i t makes i t sel f t he r ul i ng cl ass, and,

as such, sweeps away by f or ce t he ol d condi t i ons of

pr oduct i on, t hen i t wi l l , al ong wi t h t hese condi t i ons, have

swept away t he condi t i ons f or t he exi st ence of cl ass an-

t agoni sms, and of cl asses gener al l y, and wi l l t her eby have

abol i shed i t s own supr emacy as a cl ass . 88

The Ger man t ext of t hi s l ast cl ause r eads : " hebt . . . dami t sei ne ei gene

Her r schaf t al s Kl asse auf 89 Compar e t hi s wi t h Paul ' s pr escr i pt i on f or t he

ki ngdom of God when Chr i st " shal l have put down al l r ul e and al l aut hor i t y

and power " ( I Cor i nt hi ans 15 : 24) . I n Lut her ' s t r ansl at i on ( 1546) : " Venn er

auf f heben wi r dal l e hemschaf t , andal l e ober kei t and Gewal t . "
Thi s compar i son r eveal s t he char act er i st i c cul mi nat i on of t he apocal ypt i c

vi si on . I n i t s r het or i cal st r uct ur e, Mar x' soci al i sm i s as compr ehensi ve and al l -

embr aci ng a vi si on of communi t y as t he " hol y nat i on" of t he Ol d Test ament ,

as t he t ot us Chr i st us of t he New Test ament , as Lut her ' s spi r i t ual ki ngdom or

Hegel ' s i deal Pr ot est ant st at e . Thi s f i nal vi si on of soci al i sm r epeat s t he cl assi cal

and syst emat i c pr ocess of i nver si on of t he basi c ant i t hesi s of l or dshi p and

bondage . I t pr omi ses once mor e, per f ect communi t y wi t hout power and

conf l i ct .

I n t he shor t compass of t hi s paper I have t r i ed t o deal , not wi t h t he sub-

st ant i ve doct r i nes of some of t he mai n expr essi ons of t he apocal ypt i c t r adi t i on,

nor wi t h i t s " t r ut hs' , , but wi t h i t s f or ms and t he st r uct ur es of i t s r het or i c .

These have been r emar kabl y consi st ent over t hr ee mi l l enni a. We have t he

posi t i ng of t he cont r ast i ng pai r of opposi t es, l or d and ser vant , and sub-

sequent l y, t he r esol ut i on of t hi s opposi t i on t hr ough negat i on and i nver si on

i nt o a vi si on of per f ect communi t y . I t i s t hi s char act er i st i c r het or i cal st r uct ur e

t hat has gi ven t o t he apocal ypt i c t r adi t i on i t s i nt i mat e and ar r est i ng appeal .

But i t i s al so on t hi s ver y same st r uct ur e and vocabul ar y t hat schi sm i n-

var i abl y dr ew. Thi s negat i on of t he pr evi ous vi si on of per f ect communi t y

became, i n Rosemar y Reut her ' s l anguage, t he l ef t hand of t he new r ound of

sel f - af f i r mat i on i n yet anot her vi si on of per f ect communi t y .

Each such vi si on at t empt s t o wr i t e " f i ni s" t o hi st or y . On t he t hei st i c si de,

t he ki ngdom i s " beyond hi st or y" as decr eed i n Revel at i on ; on t he secul ar si de,
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hi st or y i t sel f i s suspended as i n Hegel and Mar x . Yet f or t hose who wi sh t o

appr ai se t he mor e l i mi t ed and f i ni t e quest i on of t he unf ol di ng of t he

apocal ypi c t r adi t i on wi t hi n hi st or y, bot h camps can be seen as l abour i ng under

a dr amat i c bl i nd spot . By f or ecl osi ng hi st or y i n t hei r di f f er ent ways, t hey f ai l t o

ant i ci pat e t he ext r aor di nar y i nt er nal moment umyet t o sur ge f or t h i n t he next

r ound, al r eady, i f i nvi si bl y i n a st at e of gest at i on .

I n my vi ew, t he evi dence i s consi st ent . Schi sm i s i nher ent i n t he apocal ypt i c

t r adi t i on, a l at ent f or ce vi r t ual l y as power f ul as t hat of t he gi ven doct r i nal

or t hodoxy . I t i s di f f i cul t t o di st i ngui sh t he l anguage t hat l eads t o per f ect

communi t y f r om t he l anguage t hat l eads away f r om i t t o yet anot her char ac-

t er i st i c embodi ment ; i nver si on and negat i on i n i t s var i ous f or ms and ex-

pr essi ons i s t he char act er i st i c r het or i cal mode of bot h . Hence we must assi gn a

f ar mor e si gni f i cant pl ace t o t he r ol e of schi smat i c movement s wi t hi n t he hear t

of t hi s t r adi t i on si nce t hey f or m a consi st ent and i nt egr al par t of i t s mi l l enni al

hi st or y .

The post ul at e of t he ul t i mat e cosmi c uni t y of God' s and man' s i nt ent i ons ( i n

t heol ogi cal l anguage) , or t he t ot al har mony of t he st at e wi t h t he i nt r i nsi c goal s

of t he pr ol et ar i at ( i n t he communi st ver si on) , cont ai ns wi t hi n i t , t he f at al r i f t

f or t hose who l i ve i n hi st or y . Sooner or l at er must come t he r evel at i on of an

abyss whi ch can onl y be br i dged by yet anot her schi sm, an apocal ypt i c

t r aj ect or y ( or spr i ngboar d) t o a new cosmi c har mony . A new vi si on of

domi nat i on and oppr essi on i s pr ocl ai med and t hen per cei ved and " f el t ' ' .

However " di al ect i cal l y" we t end t o see such an unf ol di ng, t he hei ght of

ut opi ani sm i s cont ai ned i n t he expect at i on t hat soci et y on t he one si de and

( di al ect i cal ) consci ousness on t he ot her , can move i n t andem i n compat i bl e

f or ms . The r esul t ant st r ai n bet ween t he t wo, bui l di ng t o a dr amat i c t hr eshol d,

i s t he ul t i mat e sour ce of t he new schi sm. I n t he t r ai n of t he new vi si on, t her e

moves f or war d yet anot her " per f ect communi t y" , t he qui nt essent i al cat al yst of

pol i t i cal mobi l i zat i on . The dept h of pr esent i nj ust i ce awai t s i t s i nver si on i nt o

yet anot her r ound of per f ect i on .

What r ol e does t he hi dden st r uct ur e of human consci ousness pl ay i n t he

f or mul at i on of t hi s vi si on ; what r ol e does i t pl ay i n gener at i ng t he seeds of t hi s

vi si on' s schi smat i c f at e? We can do l i t t l e mor e her e t han at t empt t o est abl i sh

t hi s quest i on on t he pr esent agenda of moder ni t y . The accept ance of such a

quest i on does not i mpl y ei t her a new det er mi ni sm or t he assumpt i on t hat

consci ousness al one i s al l t hat t her e i s . Such a quest i on at t empt s onl y t o i dent i f y

t he medi at i ng r ol e t hat consci ousness exer ci ses i n t hi s mi l l enni al cycl e .

I n t heol ogi cal l anguage, t he onl y assumpt i on t hat need be made her e i s t he

f al l i bi l i t y or i mper f ect i on i nher ent i n t he human per cept i on and t r ansmi ssi on

of di vi ne Revel at i on . To assume t he opposi t e woul d i ndeed be pr esumpt uous .

But t he quest i on now bei ng put i s whet her such f al l i bi l i t y or i mper f ect i on i n

human consci ousness i s necessar i l y a r andom or f or t ui t ous af f ai r . I s i t i ndeed
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possi bl e t hat t her e i s or der and consi st ency i n t he st r uct ur e, t hat i s, i n t he ver y

l i mi t at i ons of human consci ousness?

Voegel i n vent s much of hi s wr at h on t hose engaged, i n gnost i c f ashi on, i n

i mmanent i zi ng t he eschat on - t hat i s i n l ocat i ng t he di vi ne spi r i t and i t s

pr omi se wi t hi n human consci ousness . 90 The pr i or and mor e l i mi t ed quest i on

r ai sed her e however , separ at es t he i ssue of t he human st r uct ur e of t hat con-

sci ousness f r om t he event s of Revel at i on . The t heol ogi cal debat e ar ound

gnost i ci smuni t es t he t wo i ssues and t hus obscur es t he shape of t he f i ni t e .

I n Mar xi st l anguage, t he same quest i on comes up i n a r adi cal l y di f f er ent

per spect i ve . How do we account f or t he ext r aor di nar y consi st ency of t hi s mode

of per cept i on of " domi nat i on and oppr essi on" and t he mode of i t s r esol ut i on?

Thi s occur s, as we have seen, i n wi del y di f f er ent set t i ngs over t hr ee mi l l enni a,

ami dst ver y di f f er ent cl ass st r uct ur es and ver y di f f er ent r el at i ons t o t he

owner shi p of t he means of pr oduct i on . Even t hough, as Manx st at es, t he

i deol ogi st s of bour geoi s soci et y " i nevi t abl y put t he t hi ng upsi de- down" ( auf

den Kopf st el l en) 91 t he si mi l ar i t y of t he i mage bei ng i nver t ed i s unmi st akeabl e .

Fr omt he si de of bot h t hei smand Mar xi sm a common i ssue begi ns t o ar i se i n

our pr esent conf r ont at i on wi t h moder ni t y . One of t he cr uci al f eat ur es of

moder ni t y i s t he r ei t er at i on of t he i mper i ous and r esonant expect at i ons of

consci ousness, r unni ng t owar ds per f ect i on al ong i t s apocal ypt i c t r ack . Thi s

r ecur s per si st ent l y despi t e - t he i ner t i a of our economi c and pol i t i cal i nst i t ut i ons

wi t h whi ch i t i s i n col l i si on . I n t he compl ex under gr owt h of bur eaucr at i c and

t echnol ogi cal syst ems, t he demands of coor di nat i on, st abi l i t y, gr owt h and even

equi t y gener at e i nt er nal moment a of t hei r own . These ar e of t en cont r adi ct or y

and ant i t het i cal t o t he pr i st i ne har moni es and di al ect i cs of t he apocal ypt i c

mode of t hought . Bot h t he Paul i ne and Mar xi an vi ews of power whi ch wer e

ci t ed above ar e onl y one i l l ust r at i on of t empor al i nnocence .

The pr ol i f er at i on of l ef t - wi ng and l i ber at i on movement s i n t he l ast decade

and a hal f has exhi bi t ed even mor e vi gor ous schi smat i c t endenci es t han we had

seen pr evi ousl y . Mar cuse and t he r adi cal movement s of our own day ar e no l ess

t he unexpect ed ( and ~ t o some, unwel come) hei r s of t he apocal ypt i c t r adi t i on

t han t hei r mi l l enni al f or bear s . They r ei ncar nat e t he ol d apocal ypt i c l egacy of

" domi nat i on and oppr essi on" and char ge once mor e i nt o t he anonymous

t yr anny of our bur eaucr aci es despi t e t he doct r i nal " bi r t h cont r ol " of t he

est abl i shed l ef t and t he cr i es of her esy and excommuni cat i on . Yet t he r ecent

out come of t hese l i ber at i on movement s had a mor e t r ansi ent char act er t han

ever bef or e . A sense of f ut i l i t y nowhaunt s t hese apocal ypt i c st ep- chi l dr en .

We cannot i n my vi ew, hope t o deal wi t h t he i ssues t hey r ai se as l ong as we

r emai n i nnocent of t he hi dden r el at i on of t he apocal ypt i c t r adi t i on t o human

consci ousness . Our cont i nui ng commi t ment t o t hi s t r adi t i on i n t he l ar gest

sense, has r oot ed wi t hi n i t , t he seeds of per i odi c er upt i on as we r e- echo i n

doct r i nal f or ms t he l at ent st r uct ur es of t he mi nd . Hence Voegl i n' s f ocus on t he
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" i nner - Chr i st i an t ensi on" , t he st r uggl e wi t h her esy i n t he uni ver sal chur ch and

t he power f ul moment um of gnost i ci sm i n West er n soci et y, can be r egar ded as
one phase of a st i l l l ar ger quest i on .

The pr obl em t hat was suspended al most t wo mi l l enni a ago has now been

f or ced upon us by t hi s encount er of t he apocal ypt i c t r adi t i on wi t h moder ni t y .
Jesus had st at ed t o Pi l at e " My ki ngdom i s not of t hi s wor l d : i f my ki ngdom
wer e of t hi s wor l d, t hen woul d my ser vant s f i ght . . . " ( John 18 : 36) . Two

t housand year s l at er we can no l onger f ai l t o r ecogni ze t he endur i ng r eal i t y of
t he bi bl i cal l egacy i n hi st or y - i n " t hi s wor l d" .

Geor ge Gr ant ' s i nspi r at i on cont i nues among us i n myr i ad ways . I n wr i t i ng

r ecent l y about Si mone Wel l , he chat t ed a cour se whi ch each of us may pur sue

i n hi s own way :

Just because west er n Chr i st i ani t y has r eal i zed i t s dest i ny of

becomi ng secul ar i zed, i t i s essent i al t o t ear onesel f f r ee of

t he causes of t hat dest i ny, wi t hout r emovi ng onesel f f r om

t he necessi t i es of our pr esent or f r omt he r eal i t y of Chr i st . 9z

The causes of t hat " dest i ny" i n my vi ew, l i e i n t he pr oj ect i on of t he i nner

st r uct ur e of human consci ousness . I t s ar t i cul at i on i n al l i t s i nspi r ed, r ecur r i ng

br i l l i ance, f or ms t he hi st or y of t he apocal ypt i c t r adi t i on i n West er n soci et y . But

now, i n t he f ul l ness of i t s mi l l enni al hi st or y, t he f or ms of t hi s t r adi t i on have

now t o be r evi ewed - or mor e appr opr i at el y, auf gehoben . I t was Hegel who

f i r st poi nt ed us t owar ds t he l ast dar k cont i nent of t he mi nd . That , i n my vi ew,
r emai ns t he quest i on of our t i me .

Pol i t i cal Economy

Uni ver si t y of Tor ont o
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