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ABSORPTION OF DILUTE NITRIC MONOXIDE IN
AQUEOUS SOLUTIONS OF Fe II -EDTA AND MIXED
SOLUTIONS OF FeII-EDTA AND Na2SO3

Masaaki TERAMOTO, Shin-ichiro HIRAMINE,
Yuzo SHIMADA, Yoshihiro SUGIMOTOand
Hiroshi TERANISHI

Department of Industrial Chemistry, Faculty of Industrial Arts,
Kyoto Institute of Technology, Matsugasaki, Kyoto 606

Absorption rates of NOin aqueous solutions of Fe(II)-EDTA chelate as well as in mixed
solutions of Fe(II)-EDTA and Na2SO3 were measured using a stirred vessel with a free flat gas-
liquid interface and a bubble column.
The rate constants of the complexing reaction of NOwith Fe(II)-EDTA were determined

on the basis of the theory of gas absorption accompanied by a reversible reaction. The
chemical equilibrium constants were also determined at various pH values. It was found that
the rate constant was of the order of 108 //g-mol sec and that the equilibrium constant was
about 106 //g-mol at 25°C. These values are muchhigher than the corresponding values of
the reaction between NO and Fe(II) in the absence of EDTA.

The mechanismof the absorption of NOin mixed solutions of Fe(II)-EDTA and Na2SO3
was deduced from the observation that the absorption efficiency decreased in the early stage of
absorption and then increased to some steady value. The absorption rates were satisfactorily
explained on the assumption that NO coordinates to Fe(II) (EDTA) (SO^~) irreversibly.
It was also found that the absorption rate of NOin the aqueous solution of Fe(II)-EDTA

was much higher than those of other liquid absorbents so far investigated.

Introduction

Removal of NOXin flue gases has recently become
important preventing air pollution, and manypro-
cesses to remove NOXby liquid absorbents as well as
solid-catalyzed reactions have been proposed. Re-

cently it was shown that aqueous solutions of Fe(II)
chelates, especially Fe(II)-EDTA chelate, are prom-
ising liquid absorbents of NO because of their
very fast absorption rates and easy regeneration4'1^.

When NOis absorbed into Fe(II) chelate solutions,

Received September 16, 1977. Correspondence concerning this article
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Co., Ltd., Tokyo 103 and Y. Shimada is at The Inst. for Chem. Res., Kyoto
Univ., Kyoto 611.
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it coordinates to Fe(II). As absorption proceeds, the
absorption rate decreases because of the consumption
of Fe(II)-EDTA and the reversible nature of the
complexing reaction. However, if some reducing
agents such as Na2SO3, which can reduce NO co-
ordinating to Fe(II)? are added to the solution, high
absorption rate can be maintained.

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the
chemical equilibrium and the kinetics of the complex-
ing reaction between NO and Fe(II)-EDTA and the
absorption mechanism of NOboth in the absence and
in the presence of Na2SO3, using a bubble column and
a stirred vessel with a free flat gas-liquid interface.
The effect of experimental conditions on the con-
version of NOto N2Owas also examined.
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1. Experimental

Two types of gas absorbers were used, i.e., a bubble
column and a stirred vessel. The bubble column was
2.5 cm in diameter. A nozzle (1.6 mm) or a ball filter

(Gl, 15mm) was used as the gas distributor. The
liquid volume was 80 ml and the gas flow rates were
about 300 and 600 Nm//min.
The stirred vessel, 7.5 cm in diameter, was equipped

with four vertical baffles and two stirrers, a Teflon-
coated magnetic stirring bar (4.0 cm in length) in the
liquid phase and a propeller-type stirrer (4.4 cm in
diameter) in the gas phase. In most of the experi-
ments, the stirring speed of the liquid phase, nL, was
adjusted at 450 rpm and that of the gas phase, nG9at
1800rpm. The vessel was filled with 300m/ of the
solution and the mixture of NOand N2was introduced
above the free liquid surface at a flow rate of 300 or
600 Nm//min. and NOwas absorbed through the free
gas-liquid interface. The concentration of NOwas

measured by a Shimadzu CLM-201 type NOX

monitor, and the absorption rate of NOwas calculated
from the gas flow rate and the difference between the
concentrations of NOin the feed and effluent gases.
The determination of N2Oin the effluent gas was
carried out by a gas chromatograph (column packing :
Porapack Q, 2 m; carrier gas: helium; column tem-

perature: 50°C). The chelate solutions were pre-
pared by adding equimolar amounts of FeSO4 and

EDTA-2Nato deionized water in an atmosphere of
nitrogen, and pH of the solution was adjusted by

NaOH or H2SO4.
The details of the experimental apparatus and

procedure were described elsewhere15jl7).

2. Predictions of Physical Properties and Mass Trans-
fer Coefficients

The gas-phase and liquid-phase mass transfer co-
efficients at the free gas-liquid interface of the stirred

vessel used in the present work were correlated with
the stirring speeds of the impellers by the following
equations at 25°C18).

kG=4.33x10-104'71 (SO2 in N2) (1)

^-3.19x l0-5«i756 (CO2-water) (2)

The values of kG and kL for the transfer of NO
under other conditions were estimated by the following

empirical equations6}.

kGoo(pG/vG)°>37Dr (3)

kLooQ>L/pLy'"Dy* (4)

The liquid-phase diffusivities of NO and Fe(II)-EDTA
and the gas-phase diffusivity of NO were estimated
by Wilke-Chang's equation205 and Chapman-Enskog's

equation1}, respectively. In estimating the molar
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Table 1 Physical properties of liquid absorbents
Temp. [Fe(II)-[Na2SO3] p p. DAx\W H

[°C] EDTA] [M] fgl [cP] [cm2] [atrnvT]
[M] Lcm3J LsecJ Lg-molJ

25 0.01 0 1.0 0.896 2.51 521
25 0.02 0 1.0 0.907 2.48 521
25 0.03 0 1.0 0.917 2.47 521
25 0.01 0.75 1.09 1.32 1.77 951

25 0.02 0.25 1.03 1.02 2.20 637
15 0.02 0.25 1.03 1.28 1.70 532

35 0.02 0.25 1.03 0.852 2.74 763

Fig. 1 Time-course of -q in the absorption of NO
in Fe(II)-EDTA solution (bubble column with ball

filter)

volumeof Fe chelate, the contribution of Fe was not
taken into account because the atomic volumeof Fe
had not been reported. It was confirmed, however,
that the error due to this approximation was at most
5% because of the very large molar volume of EDTA
compared with the atomic volume of Fe. Solubility
of NO in the liquid absorbent was evaluated by the
method of van Krevelen and Hoftijzer19).

aJa= lOk»T (5)
£s=x,(NO)+xc(Na+)+xa(SOr) (6)

where x,(NO) is -0.193115>, xc(Na+) is -0.0183n>,
xa(SO32-) is 0.3275U) and aw is 0.0430m//m/9) at

25°C. Under the conditions studied the concentra-
tion of Fe(II)-EDTA was relatively low (<0.04 M),
and therefore the contribution of Fe(II)-EDTA to the
solubility was neglected. The physical properties of
the absorbents are summarized in Table 1.

3. Results and Discussion
3. 1 Absorption of NOin Fe(II)-EDTA solutions
1) Chemical equilibrium constant The equilibrium
constant of the complexing reaction (a) was measured
by means of a flow method.

NO + Fe(II)-EDTA ±=? Fe(II)(EDTA)(NO) (a)
The diluted NO was introduced into the bubble
column containing 80 ml of Fe(II)-EDTA solution,
and the time-course of rj, the absorption efficiency of
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Fig. 2 Temperature dependence of K

Fig. 3 Effect of pH on NA (stirred vessel,
[Na2SO3] = 0)

Fig. 4 NA vs. At (stirred vessel, [Na2SO3]=0)

NO, was measured. A typical example of the data is
shown in Fig. 1. The absorption efficiency gradually
decreased and when chemical equilibrium was attained
no more NOwas absorbed. Based on this figure, the
value of the equilibrium constant K was calculated
from the following equations.

Z- [Fe(II)(EDTA)(NO)]e/([NO]e[Fe(II)-EDTA]e)
(7)

[NO]e =PyfIH

[Fe(II)-EDTA]e - [Fe(II)-EDTA]ini

-(GMyf/L) [ ~V dt+ [NO]eJo

[Fe(II)(EDTA)(NO)]e = (GMjv/L) ( VMNO]eJO /
(8)
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Figure 2 shows the temperature dependence of K at
various pH values, where the data of Tanaka et al.U)
are also shown. The value of Kis in the order of
106 //g-mol and is about four orders of magnitude
over that in the absence of EDTA8).
2) Reaction rate constant The effect of pH on ab-
sorption rate was investigated with the stirred vessel,
and is shown in Fig. 3, where y0 is the concentration
of NO in the effluent gas. This figure indicates that
NAdoes not change with pH above 4.6, whereas at
pH=2.43, NA is quite low. This is explained as
follows. In the pH range above approximately 4,
Fe(II)-EDTA (normal chelate) is almost quantita-

tively formed from the equimolar amounts of FeSO4
and EDTA,whereas at pH=2.43, the concentrations

of Fe(II)-EDTA and Fe(II)-HEDTA (protonated

chelate) formed under the condition shown in Fig. 3
were calculated to be 0.0017 and 0.0040 M, respec-
tively12}, and the total concentration of these chelates
was only 0.0057M. This low concentration is the

cause of the low absorption rate.
The plots of NAvs. At for various concentrations of
Fe(II)-EDTA are shown in Fig. 4. Absorption rate
was not increased by adding excess of EDTA.The
reaction rate constant of reaction (a) was determined
from the theory of gas absorption accompanied by a

reversible chemical reaction. The approximate ab-

sorption rate based on the film model is expressed by
NA=pkL(Ai-A*) (9)

with

+(p- l)(Ao/Ai)}(Ao/Ai)-rcqc(P'-^)] (10)
where

r= VkBjrA/kL (l i)

U^i^-m^-^+iP-lXAo/AMl-iAo/A,)} ^

Here ^ is the reaction factor for the case when the
reaction (a) is instantaneous and reversible10}, and /3'
that corresponding to an instantaneous irreversible

reaction5}.
P^ l +KBorcKl +KA^c/r^ (14)

P'=l+rBqB (15)

There absorption rate based on the penetration model
was approximated by Eqs. (9)-(15) in which the terms
representing diffusivity ratio are replaced with their
square roots. Becauseabsorption mechanismthrough
a free gas-liquid interface follows the penetration

model rather than the film model18)21) the former
model was adopted in this work. As initial reaction
rates were measured, the value ofAQin these equations
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could be taken as zero. The value ofk thus obtained
at 25°C is 1.7X 108 //g-mol-sec in the pH range 4.6-
8.0. At pH=7.7, the values are 0.8xlO8 and 2.6x

108 //g-mol-sec at 15°C and 35°C, respectively. Under
the conditions studied, qB ranged from 5.6x 104 to
6.5XlO5, j from 1800 to 3400, /3 from 1480 to 2970,
F from 1.7X104 to 2.2x105, /L from 2900 to 20600,
yf from 75 to 300ppm and y0 from 29 to 160ppm.
The rate constant is markedly high and about 300
times higher than that of the complexing reaction
between NO and Fe(II) in the absence of EDTA8),
and about 50 times higher than that of the reaction
between NO and KMnO415). The solid lines in Fig. 4
represent the absorption rates calculated by Eqs. (9)-
(15) with k=Ux\08//g-mol-sec and Z=1.6xlO6
//g-mol. The agreement between observed and cal-
culated results is satisfactory.

3) Interpretation ofrj vs. time curves Simulation of
the time-course of tj, which was obtained with the
bubble columnand is shownin Fig. 1, was carried out
based on the assumption that the effluent gas was in
equilibrium with the liquid because of very fast chemi-
cal reaction rate. Based on this assumption, r] at the
start of absorption is unity because no NOcomplex
exists in the liquid and therefore reaction (a) can be
considered irreversible at £=0. This initial condition
was approximately satisfied in the present absorption
system, as shown in Fig. 1. The 7) vs. time relation
is expressed as follows:

mn m(l-rj)+l m2n _h-rj__
(m+1)2 rj ^m+lm(l->7)+l K }

where m=KPyf/H and n=[FQ(II)-EDTA]iniL/GMyf.

It is seen from Fig. 1 that the calculated line based on
Eq. (16) agrees fairly well with the experimental result.
It must be noted that Eq. (16) cannot be applied to
the case where the reaction rate is not so fast.
3. 2 Absorption of NOin mixed solutions of Fe(II)-
EDTAand Na2SO3
1) Reaction mechanism WhenNa2SO3 is added to
Fe(II)-EDTA solution, the colour of the solution

changes from yellow to deep yellow. It was found
from the UVand visible spectra of the mixed solutions
of Na2SO3 and Fe(II)-EDTA that the presence of
Na2SO3 markedly influences the spectra, indicating
that there exists an interaction between Fe(II)-EDTA
and SO23".

Fe(II)-EDTA+SOr ^ Fe(II)(EDTA)(SO23-) (b)

When NO is absorbed into mixed solution of Fe(II)-
EDTA and Na2SO3, NO probably coordinates to
Fe(II) according to reaction (c), and then it is sup-

posedly reduced by Na2SO3 to produce N2O, sodium
sulfamate, sodium disulfamate and sodium dithio-
nate13).
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Fe(H)(EDTA)(SO} - )
+NO ^ Fe(II)(EDTA)(SO23-)(NO) (c)

The time-courses of y observed with the bubble
column are shown in Figs. 5(a)-8(a). At the early
stage of the absorption, tj is quite high. However,

as the absorption proceeds rj decreases to a minimum
value 5?min, and then increases to a value slightly

lower than the initial value. As shown in Fig. 5(a),
as [Na2SO3] increases, r]min decreases and rj is restored

to the higher value. It is shown in Fig. 6(a) that

^min and the time required to reach y]min decrease with
an increase in yf9 the concentration of NOin the feed
gas. Based on these very interesting phenomena the
following reaction mechanism may be deduced. The
decrease of rj in the initial stage of the absorption is

probably due to the accumulation of NOcomplex and
the consumption of Fe(II) chelate. In this stage the
reduction rate of NOcomplex is not so fast that con-
siderable amount of NOcomplex mayaccumulate in
the liquid. The rate of elimination of NO by Na2SO3
from the NOcomplex which is formed in the early
stage of absorption is probably slow. However, this
complex gradually converts to some complex which
can be easily regenerated by Na2SO3to form NOfree
Fe(II)-EDTA, and this results in the increase in 57
with time. The supporting evidence that the fast

reduction of NOcomplex proceeds in the second
stage is the fact that the evolution of N2O begins to
increase in this stage as shown in Figs. 5(b)-8(b).

Furthermore, Fig. 9 shows the rj vs. time relation
observed when Na2SO3was added to the liquid in the
course of absorption into Fe(II)-EDTA solution. It
is seen that r] increases rapidly just after the addition,
and thus the reduction of Fe(II)(EDTA)(NO) which
has been formed in the absence of Na2SO3is consid-
ered to be rapid. Although the detailed mechanism
is not clear, the following mechanism is presented
here.

When NOdissolves in the mixed solution of Fe(II)-
EDTA and Na2SO3, both Fe(II)(EDTA)(NO) and

Fe(II) (EDTA) (SOJ") (NO) are formed via reactions
(a) and (c). The former is easily reduced by Na2SO3
via reaction (g), as shown in Fig. 9. The latter is

considered to be produced muchmore than the former
because the equilibrium of reaction (b) shifts to the
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Fig. 5(a) Effect of [Na2SO3] on 37

Fig. 6(a) Effect ofyf on rj

Fig. 7(a) Effect of [Fe(II)-EDTA] on rj

Fig. 8(a) Effect of temperature on rj

right. The complex Fe(II)(EDTA)(SOjr)(NO) re-
leases SOJT to produce Fe(II)(EDTA)(NO), which

can be easily reduced by Na2SO3with the formation
of Fe(II)(EDTA)(SOn (reaction (g)). There is some
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Fig. 5(b) Effect of [Na2SO3] onyN
2o

Fig. 6(b) Effect ofyf onj>N2o

Fig. 7(b) Effect of [Fe(II)-EDTA] on jN2o

Fig. 8(b) Effect of temperature on yN^o

possibility of reactions (e) and (f). In the presence
of NO, Fe(II)-EDTA probably does not react with
SO^~ to a great extent because of marked reactivity
of NO with Fe(II)EDTA. If it is assumed that reac-
tions (d), (e) and (f) are slow compared with reaction
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(g), and also that gradual conversion of Fe(II)-

(EDTA)(SOn to Fe(II)-EDTA through reactions (d)
and (e) occurs during the reaction, the behavior shown
in Figs. 5-8 can be satisfactorily explained in the

following manner. When [Na2SO3] is high, the equi-
librium of reaction (b) shifts to the right and ^min
decreases. However, after most Fe(II)(EDTA)(SO3~)-
(NO) is converted to Fe(II)(EDTA)(NO), higher con-

centration of Na2SO3 makes reaction (g) faster, the
steady-state value of [Fe(II)-EDTA] higher and there-
fore the restored value of rj higher, as shown in Fig.
5(a). When yf is high, relatively high concentration
of Fe(II)(EDTA)(SOn(NO) accumulates in a short
time, and y]min as well as the time required to reach
^min decrease, as shown in Fig. 6(a). Effect of [Fe(II)-
EDTA]is shown in Fig. 7(a). It is a matter of course
that yjmin increases with an increase in [Fe(II)-EDTA].
As shown in Fig. 8(a), a considerable temperature
effect was observed. With increasing temperature,
y]min increases. This is probably due to the high

activation energies of reactions (d) and (g) compared
with those of reactions (a) and (c).

It was also confirmed by absorption of NO,
diluted by helium and free from N2 in a mixed solu-
tion of Fe(II)-EDTA and Na2SO3, that N2 was not
formed in the reduction of NO-Fe(II) complex by

Na2SO3.
The molar ratio of NOabsorbed to SO3~ consumed
was determined under the following conditions; yf:
2000, 5000 ppm; [Fe(II)-EDTA]: 0.01, 0.02, 0.03 M;
[Na2SO3]: 0.1, 0.25M; pH 7; temperature: 25°C.

The concentration of SO3~ was determined by redox
titration using a pH meter with a platinum electrode.
The ratio thus obtained was about 1.4, irrespective
of the reaction condition.
2) Absorption rate Figure 10 shows the effect of
[Na2SO3] on absorption rate in the stirred vessel. It
is seen that NA does not depend on [Na2SO3] in the
range 0.05-0.25 M. From the concentration depend-
ence of NAshown in Fig. ll, NAcan be empirically
expressed by

NA = V^tFeCiri-EDTA]/)^ , (1 7)

This equation corresponds to the gas absorption rate
accompanied by an irreversible pseudo first order
reaction in the range f>35). It was also found that
NAwas not influenced by kL. Thus it is concluded
that the reaction (c) can be considered irreversible,
probably owing to the interaction of NOwith SOg"
which coordinates to Fe(II). The rate constant is
1.4x 108 //g-mol-sec at 25°C, and this is a little smaller
than the rate constant of reaction (a). The ranges of
the values of the parameters in this experiment are as
follows; r and /3: 1810-3430; /3': 1.8x104-2.3x105;

y0: 36-160ppm. It was found that the rate constant
was little dependent on temperature in the range
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Fig. 9 Effect of addition ofNa2SO3 on 97 in the
course of absorption of NOin Fe(II)-EDTA solu-

tion (bubble column)

Fig. 10 Effect of [Na2SO3] on NA (stirred
vessel)

Fig. ll NAvs. At (stirred vessel)

from 15 to 35°C.
To study the effect of the experimental condition

on the absorption rate at relatively high values of kL,
a series of experiments were carried out with the
bubble column. The value of kL for "large bubbles"
[>2.5 mm in diameter) estimated by the equation of
Calderbank et al.2) was 0.036 cm/sec, and about 12
times larger than that at the free surface of the
stirred vessel. The plots of RA vs. (y)im for various
concentrations of the chelate are shown in Fig. 12.
The following equation is derived by assuming that
the flow pattern of the gas is plug flow and that Eq.
'17) also holds in this case.

RA = Sjk '[Fe(!I)-EDTA]D2P(y) lmIH ( 1 8)
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Fig. 12 RA vs. (y)tm (bubble column with
nozzle)

Fig. 13 Comparison of absorption rates of NO
in various liquid absorbents

The ranges of the estimated values of the parameters
are as follows; y\ 90-260; /3': l.Ox104-2.9x105.

These values satisfy the relation /3'>^>3, the con-
dition for Eq. (17) to hold. It can be seen that the

plots shown in Fig. 12 are in accordance with Eq. (18).
The total gas-liquid inter facial area estimated from

Eq.(18) with k'=\Ax108//g-mol-sec was about
40cm2.

3. 3 Comparison of absorption rates into various
liquid absorbents
Comparisonof the absorption rates of NOinto

various liquid absorbents is shown in Fig. 13. All

these data are absorption rates of NOthrough the
free gas-liquid interfaces of stirred vessels under con-
ditions where the gas-phase mass transfer resistances

were negligible, absorption proceeded in the region
of pseudo m-th order reaction and its rate was not
influenced by kL. It is clearly shown in this figure that
the absorption rate of NOin the aqueous solution of
Fe(II)-EDTA is markedly high in spite of quite low
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concentration of Fe(II)-EDTA.

Conclusion

The equilibrium constant and the reaction rate con-
stant of the complexing reaction of NO with Fe(II)-
EDTA were determined. These values were very
large, of the order of 106 //g-mol and 108 //g-mol-sec,
respectively.

A plausible mechanism of the absorption of NO
into mixed solution of Fe(II)-EDTA and Na2SO3,
which can explain the experimentally observed time-

course of r], was presented. Based on the absorption
spectra of the mixed solutions, the presence of the
interaction between Fe(II)-EDTA and SO2." was con-
firmed. This interaction was considered to play an
important role in this absorption system.
The absorption rate of NO in Fe(II)-EDTA solu-
tion was found to be markedly high compared with
those in other liquid absorbents in spite of very low
concentration of Fe(II)-EDTA.

Nomenclature

A = concentration of NOin liquid [g-mol/cm3]
B = concentration of Fe(II)-EDTA [g-mol/cm3]
C - concentration of Fe(II) (EDTA) (NO)

[g-mol/cm3]
D = diffusivity [cm2/sec]

GM = total molar flow rate of gas [g-mol/sec]
H = Henry constant [atm à" cm3/g-mol]
/ = ionic strength [g-ion//]
K = equilibrium constant of reaction (a) [cm3/g-mol]
k = reaction rate constant of reaction (a)

[cm3/g - mol - sec]
k' = reaction rate constant of reaction (c)

[cm3/g-mol à"sec]

kG = gas-phase mass transfer coefficient
[g-mol/cm2 à" sec à"atm]

kL - liquid-phase mass transfer coefficient [cm/sec]
ks = salting-out parameter [//g-ion]

L = liquid volume in absorber [cm3]
NA = absorption rate of NO [g-mol/cm2 à" sec]
nG =å  rotational speed of gas-phase impeller [rpm]
nL = rotational speed of liquid-phase impeller [rpm]
P = total pressure [atm]
Qj = Jo/At (J=B, C) [-]
RA = absorption rate of NO [g-mol/sec]
rj = DjIDa U=B, C) [-]
S = total gas-liquid interfacial area [cm2]
/ = time [sec]
xa, xc, xg = contributions ofanion, cation and solute

gas to kSi respectively [//g-ion]
y = concentration of NOin gas phase

[mole fraction or ppm]
7n2o = concentration N2Oin gas phase

[mole fraction or ppm]

a = Bunsen absorption coefficient
[N m//m/ solution]

£ = reaction factor [-]
/3' = reaction factor for infinitely fast

irreversible reaction [-]
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= reaction factor for infinitely fast
reversible reaction
=Vk[Fc(m-EDTA]DJkL or

= absorption efficiency (fraction of NO
rem ove d)

3-1(A^
Pr-1 j8'-l P'-l\At

li - viscosity
P = density

<Subscripts>
A

B

C

e

/

G

i

ini
L
w
0

NO
Fe(II) -EDTA
Fe(II) (EDTA) (NO)
equilibri um
fee d

gas
gas-liquid interface
initial
liquid

water
bulk liquid

[poise]
[g/cm3]
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