
An Introduction to Islamic Law

The study of Islamic law can be a forbidding prospect for those entering
the field for the first time.Wael Hallaq, a leading scholar and practitioner
of Islamic law, guides students through the intricacies of the subject in
this absorbing introduction. The first half of the book is devoted to a
discussion of Islamic law in its pre-modern natural habitat. The author
expounds on the roles of jurists, who reasoned about the law, and of judges
and others who administered justice; on how different legal schools came
to be established, and on how a moral law functioned in early Muslim
society generally. The second part explains how the law was transformed
and ultimately dismantled during the colonial period. As the author
demonstrates, this rupture necessitated its reinvention in the twentieth-
century world of nation-states. In the final chapters, the author charts
recent developments and the struggles of the Islamists to negotiate
changes which have seen the law emerge as a primarily textual entity
focused on fixed punishments and ritual requirements. The book, which
includes a chronology, a glossary of key terms and lists for further read-
ing, will be the first stop for those who wish to understand the funda-
mentals of Islamic law, its practices and its history.

wael b. hallaq is James McGill Professor in Islamic Law in the
Institute of Islamic Studies at McGill University. He is a world-
renowned scholar whose publications include The Origins and Evolution
of Islamic Law (Cambridge, 2004), Authority, Continuity and Change in
Islamic Law (Cambridge, 2001) and A History of Islamic Legal Theories
(Cambridge, 1997).

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-67873-5 - An Introduction to Islamic Law
Wael B. Hallaq
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521678735
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


An Introduction to Islamic Law

Wael B. Hallaq

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-67873-5 - An Introduction to Islamic Law
Wael B. Hallaq
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521678735
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


cambridge univers ity press
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore,
São Paulo, Delhi

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press,
New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521678735

© Cambridge University Press 2009

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2009

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

ISBN 978-0-521-86146-5 hardback
ISBN 978-0-521-67873-5 paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for
the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external or
third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such
websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-67873-5 - An Introduction to Islamic Law
Wael B. Hallaq
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521678735
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Dedicated to my students

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-67873-5 - An Introduction to Islamic Law
Wael B. Hallaq
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521678735
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents

Introduction Page 1

Part I Tradition and continuity 5

1. Who’s who in the Shariʿa 7

2. The Law: how is it found? 14

3. The legal schools 31

4. Jurists, legal education and politics 38

5. Shariʿa’s society 57

6. Pre-modern governance: the Circle of Justice 72

Part II Modernity and ruptures 83

7. Colonizing the Muslim world and its Shariʿa 85

8. The law in the age of nation-states 115

9. State, ulama and Islamists 140

10. Shariʿa then and now: concluding notes 163

Glossary of key terms 171
Chronology 179
Suggested further reading 184
Index 192

vii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-67873-5 - An Introduction to Islamic Law
Wael B. Hallaq
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521678735
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

