
[101]2/05

RECENT DISSERTATIONS

Abstract
GenderequityineducationhasgainedrenewedattentionaftertheGeneralAssemblyoftheUni-
tedNationsadoptedtheMillenniumDeclarationintheyear2000.Thiscommittedallmember
statestothetargetofeliminatinggenderdisparityinalllevelsofeducationby2015.Science,Mat-
hematicsandTechnologyEducationconstitutetheareaswithintheeducationalsystemwherethe
genderdisparityisgreatestinthemajorityofthepoorestcountriesoftheworld.

Thisthesisexploresstrategiesfor increasinggenderequity inscienceeducation.Usingfeminist
critique of science as a theoretical point of departure, an analytical framework is constructed
describingthreedifferentapproachestoattaingenderequityinscienceeducation.Eachofthese
strategiesisgroundedindifferentunderstandingsoftheimpactofsex/genderonpupils’engage-
mentinscienceeducation.

Theanalyticalframeworkisusedinastudyofhowtwomajorsub-SaharanAfricaninitiativeswork
towardsincreasedgenderequityinscienceeducation.Thetwoinitiativesthatwerestudiedare
AfricanForumforChildren’sLiteracyinScienceandTechnology(AFCLIST)andFemaleEdu-
cationinMathematicsandScienceinAfrica(FEMSA).Basedonanalysisofrelevantdocuments,
interviewsofeighteenscienceeducatorsrepresentingelevensub-Saharancountriesandsitevisits
to sixcountries in sub-SaharanAfrica, the two initiatives’distinct strategiesaredescribedand
analysed.Contradictoryrecommendationswithinthetwoinitiativesareidentifiedanddiscussed.

Theanalysisshowssignificantdifferencesbetweenthetwoinitiativesbothintheirperceptionsof
howsex/genderimpactsonpupils’engagementinscienceeducationandintheirviewsonhow
genderequityinscienceeducationshouldbestbeachieved.Theanalysissuggeststhatitisman-
datorythatplanningandimplementationofinitiativesandstrategiestoincreasegenderequityin
scienceeducationisinaccordancewiththeirperceptionoftheimpactofsex/genderonpupils’
engagementinscienceeducation.
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