
  Self-knowledge is commonly thought to have become a topic of seri-
ous philosophical inquiry during the early modern period. Already 
in the thirteenth century, however, the medieval thinker Th omas 
Aquinas developed a sophisticated theory of self-knowledge, which 
Th erese Scarpelli Cory presents as a project of reconciling the 
confl icting phenomena of self-opacity and privileged self-access. 
Situating Aquinas’s theory within the mid-thirteenth-century debate 
and his own maturing thought on human nature, Cory investigates 
the kinds of self-knowledge that Aquinas describes and the ques-
tions they raise. She shows that to a degree remarkable in a medieval 
thinker, self-knowledge turns out to be central to Aquinas’s account 
of cognition and personhood, and that his theory provides tools for 
considering intentionality, refl exivity, and selfhood. Her engaging 
account of this neglected aspect of medieval philosophy will inter-
est readers studying Aquinas and the history of medieval philosophy 
more generally. 

  THERESE SCARPELLI  CORY  is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at 
Seattle University.   
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 nec ego ipse capio totum, quod sum. 
 Ergo animus ad habendum se ipsum angustus est:
ut ubi sit quod sui non capit? 
 Numquid extra ipsum ac non in ipso? 
 Quomodo ergo non capit? 
 Multa mihi super hoc oboritur admiratio, stupor apprehendit. 
 Et eunt homines mirari alta montium, 
 et ingentes fl uctus maris, 
 et latissimos lapsus fl uminum, 
 et Oceani ambitum, 
 et gyros siderum, 
 et relinquunt se ipsos.    

 St. Augustine,  Confessiones     
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  Titles of works in Latin 
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   InDivNom         In librum Beati Dionysii De divinis nominibus expositio    
   InDMR        Sentencia libri De memoria et reminiscencia    
   InDSS        Sentencia libri De sensu et sensato    
   InEthic        Sententia libri Ethicorum    
   InIoan        Super Evangelium S. Ioannis lectura    
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x List of abbreviations

   InMeta         In duodecim libros Metaphysicorum Aristotelis expositio    
   InMeteor         Expositio in libros Meteorologicorum    
   InPerierm          Expositio libri Peryermenias    
   InPhys        In VIII libros Physicorum    
   InPsalm        In Psalmos    
   InPostAn        Expositio libri Posteriorum    
   QDDA        Quaestiones disputatae de anima    
   QDSC        Quaestio disputata de spiritualibus creaturis    
   Quodl        Quaestiones de quolibet    
   SCG        Summa contra gentiles    
   Sent         Scriptum super libros sententiarum magistri Petri 

Lombardi  (also Bonaventure and Albert)   
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1929–47.   

  Marietti        Th omae Aquinatis, opera omnia . Turin/Rome: Marietti 
(dates vary).   

  Parma        Sancti Th omae Aquinatis, Doctoris Angelici, ordinis 
Praedicatorum opera omnia . Parma: Typis Petri Fiaccadori, 
1852–73.   

  Saff rey        Sancti Th omae de Aquino super Librum de causis exposi-
tio , ed. H.-D. Saff rey. Louvain: Nauwelaerts, 1954.      

  Other frequently referenced editions 

    Borgnet       Albert the Great.  B. Alberti Magni Ratisbonensis episcopi, 
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