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The possbk associatbn of autism with hfecton or mmunizaton has been reported sice the 1970s0
Tanoue et allreportedlon the bass of thexr bxth cohortllthat the bxths of autistic chibren weremore
frequent anong those bom 1 AprillJunelland thatmore frequent bronchitisOpneumoni hospializaton
occurred when a hher prevalnce of autistic chibren was recorded MIKavashina et allreported
that three of nhe autistic chibren bom 1 United Kihgdam were positie formeasks H gene as
detemied by RTOPCR [5G

The prevalnce of autism 1 Japan durhg the 1980s was 5016 per 100000and 210 1 1996 VIIThs
apparent hcrease of autiam 1 1996 was difficult to hterpretilbecause itmay have been due 1o the
recent mproved screening h routine health checkupslthe existence of atypicalor Otamporaryd autiam
and other pervasive devebpmentaldsorders [egIDSM INTTROVOBMor hcreased avareness of
hih functon autem el O700BINo conclisbn has yet been obtaned B

More recentlyJthe possbk nvolvanent ofmunpsimeasksirubelb MMROvacchaton i autism has
been rased 01030 The MMR vacche was htroduced 1 1989 n JapanThe vacchatbn progran was
unsuccessfulon account of the higher ncdence of the associted aseptic menngitslanddn 19930the
M sty ofHealth andWelfare dssuaded continuaton ofMMR vaccihaton 01000h 198901992022
millbn doses ofMMR vaccie and 3[0 millon doses ofmonovakentmeaskes vaccihe MMVOwere
dstrbuted 1 Japan 01 100The sak of MMR and MMV vaccihes and its rebtbonshp o the reported
prevaknce of autem 1n Japan & shown 1 FEl10Kavashina et allcbined that the synptams
devebped soon afterMMR vacchaton n themaprity of autstic cases BIITanoue et allreported 900
of autisti chibren are diagnosed by the age of eght [

The 19880890bith cohort received approximately 13 millon doses ofMMR vaccie and 17 millon
doses ofMMV vacciellA casellcontrolstudy of this populbtonwillbe of valie for elicdating a
possbk rebton between autiam and the vacchatonk shouH be notedlhoweverfithat amatched
casellcontrol study usig the United Kingdam GeneralPractice Research Database was nconclisie
as additbnal nfomatbn provded by parents was hdspensabk hmhinzhg bias and confounding
012
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