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The authcry, discusses the methodological problems
faci&g researchers interested in studying black communication, some
c¢f which are the same problems encoiatered by studénts of )
intercultural communication. While the study of. black ‘communication ,
must deal with the usual problems of obtaining. primary’ resources,
establishing the appropriate methodologijes, dgveloping a community of
scholars, and developing methods of disseminating. information, .the ~
development of the area of black communication is also hampered to a

-

ABSTRACT

‘large ‘degree by its intercultural dimension. Specifically, a

'*Communication (Thoaght Transfer); Cultural -

reference to "black" communication calls attention to the fact that a

distinct cultural group exists and that this group's communication is
substantially different from that of others. The author concludes
that the researcher is faced with'the problems of (1) defining black
in a way that is consistent\with an attitude of mind rather than a
(2) understanding that blacks- are not simply a
neglected population that is either devoid of culture or an !
incomplete form of the "dominant®™ culture, and (3) devéloping -
research methodologies that are-based upon primary assumptions that

are the-same as those supporting black communication. (LG)
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\' commonly thought of when one speaks of intercultural communication.

)

AN

¥

In terms of being an area of stu\dy that was \neglectéd in the pést
- ' . ; . N 3.
J

i .

ahd an area of 'qudy fhag'is now finding,its way into speech communication
M N S s - ; ) *

‘% , ! &

curriculd, the: students of Blick"communication face many ot the same

problems that are faced by studants of intetcultural communication.

Problems related to 'rese§rch, training, and teaching abound in both

)

areas of study. While the study of Black communication faces the usual

~

- -

problems of obtaining primary resources, establishing appropriate

.methodologies, ‘deve.oping a/community of sc_l;olars,. developing methods

4

of disseminating r..ormation, etc, ,' the development of the area of Black

communication is also to a large degree hampered by its intercultural’

dimension.

-

The ver{r act of speaking of Black ‘communication, as opposed to

simply speaking 0of communication implies many of the factors that are

S

. Specifically, a reference to Black communication calls attention to the fact ~

that a distinct cultural group exists, and the fact that the cultural group'é

communication is substantially differently from non-Blacks. The perceived

intercultural dimension of Black communication becomes even more clear

when we realize that the call for the study of Black communication came
~. 4 - >

out of -a situation’in which Blacks and non-Blacks, particularly many of

those of t\he‘ white race, were having-serious problems in terms' cf

-

interacting with each other politically, phyaica}ly,' and symbolically.

) b . . o v
While the multi-faceted problem‘of racism in Ncrth America, Europe,
‘ ’ "\. p‘ :
and Afi'ica is not ui}nply a problem of irtercultural cémn?uqication,

certainly some of the probie'm: cal te accounted fob in these terms,

t
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It is maintained here that one of the many results of racism is that

‘ .
-

over a period of time the life éxperiences of the opbressor and the oppressed
, . _ f
" have be_‘come sc divergent that communicati:qn between them can be thought -

of as an intercultural communication situation. A However, the intercultural
) N \:\ .

-

»
dimension of tife situation is often missed betause of the perceptual bias,

-

dogma, and general .ignorance that p\eoble have with reéﬁrd to the oppressed.

For example, it is all too often falsely assumed Mﬁde_nce in America

- . -

s

.

and the speaking of English have resolved whatever cultural 'differanes’ that _

-
.

existed between Blacks and Whites. I believe that if researchers hold

2

-~

false assumptions such as this one, “then their attempt to study Black .-

-

\ . e
communication will be a problem of intercultural commaunication. ’In -

'4

addition to di‘sspel'ling false assumptions, we must have a sound theoretical

and philosophical framework from which to work if we’ are to have progress
s .~ ; N , ‘. .
" .in'Black commurication research. Many of the problems’ of cosducting
. . ¢1' N _ . ‘ .
research, training, and teaching in Black communication stermn from the

_absence of a sound conceptual framework. In their efforts to rapidly

develop the area of Black communication, would be re"searchers in thia
. B : ,‘1/\'> . R
area have all too often failed to grasp the full implication of tf® fact that )

- ~ —

the very act of studying Black communication khas intercultural . .
-3 ) * s '

. . 4 :
communication dimensions. One of the basic ways in which this fact'is P

, 3 )
igtzored is by researchers desiring to begin' with the question of how to . L

- conduct researtih in this area.

>
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ra¥ this time-in Black commonication? That is, do we need to conduct

"

o

p— B Y

¢
: ., - ;o .
1 have often been asked, '"What kind-&f studizs-should we be doing

experimental studies, historical s‘_tgxdies," cagde studies, or what? Should

. . . ‘ . L ™~
we use a behavioral science approach or should we use a more intuitive *
approach?' In short, I feceive quite a few questions on how to conduct

B
3, * v

research in this area.’ I think that this immediate concern with how

‘occurs Beceuse for ve,rious reasons people want to collect some data in
order, to have tangible things to discuss and teach about.”. Hovgever, in
spite of their reﬁas“ons, I de not 'believe.tbat'real}qiegress can be¥nade in .
thi’s area 1'f :ve begin with tly;jestién of how. Moreover, Ibelieve that when

. i — ' .- . .

\t comes to the stucgly‘_ of Black c_ommunic‘atidn, it is a cultural bias that
. ’ ’

leads to the asking of questions;c’encerning how before asking and
N ’ g

answering questions ’about what, whb, and why? This cultural bias in part

atbms from the false assumption that Blacks in Amerxca are ndt culturally
- . -
different from wlutes, ‘and an‘xj?_iferenceé that do exist are either fatlures }
C o / /
sto become fully asatmtlate& or innate differences on the parts of Blacks oy

~ i e \ <
hat do’ not permit them to be?ome £u[‘ly humau. This cultural btar also /

stems from a basic cu'lturel diff"eren_ce in Black communication astopposed

- to scientifi’c methods of inquiry. Sp_ecifiéally, Black communication i8 more w

s

of a funct;mn of what, whot and why as oﬁposed to how. Black

commumcatwn never has ‘content subservxent to form, and the researcher

who begips with form is immediafely on the trail of intercultural

pnication difficulties. More will be said about this later. Before

-

[ 2




-t

7

we proceed further with this matter, we must realize that even the what

»

.y . . \ T -~ . . . “—IJ,
of Black communication is confusing for many. * . E
- e ’- N ) ' ¢ - ‘ »
There are those who ta&k about Black communicatipn and their- J .
meaning of Black is derived frdm the négative coimof:htions of the color ne '
rs s - [ ‘ *

word in English; ive. /duH bad, evxl, 1llegal etc, I hope that %®veryone

“ N
can easﬂy see how thts meaning of Black would simply lead\to researhh %

A

*into.the psychopathology of racists and' not provide enlightenment on the

- - . s "

*

communication of 'Blg’ck people. There -are others who use the word"
14 ‘ . . " . . -

.
— .
= . . - *

Black to refer to race. . > .o

. %
.

‘}‘ o . - T ) - ’ "
~The us\c of Black in reference to a particular race pdts the researcher
. ) : 3
dn a little safer ground.than, when the referende is merely to the.nefjative .

s

connotations of the color w6rd.~ However, the use of Black to refer to race
- - . [ .
can only- be: used as a sign post since we have not conducted research that
dem‘ons_(srates that the chcractefistics of race,)tive fmd;r;xen(talv effe'cts* on
the comp/l'ex behavior of peoplc. .Black,, used to réfe:r to :I'ace:, derives its
. R ) . S

. , {
significance asg.a sign post because of its cqz;relation, which is far froma‘

-

2

\ A
¥ Nl *

a one to one relattonshxp, with the root ca‘uses of behavioral dtfferences

across cultures, i.e. the primary. assumpttons which make up o

Py

attttude of mind. Only when we use Black to refer to a particular attltude

" people, makes the atudy of Blackicommumcattom problem of intercultural -~

o

of mind can we truly makel‘progress in the area of lack commumcatton.

" Coming to gripa thh this Black attitude of rmnd is also what for many . e

?

communication. Accordingly, understanding the, Black attitude of mind,

., ~N . , ) Ve .'-
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constitutes one of the pri"mar

obstacles to research in Black communitation.

L4 s

An attitude of mind can be equated with the concept of world view if
) v RSP
ore means by world view how one lives as opposed to one's intellectual

- -

understanding of the world, i.e. a view of the-world. An attitude of mind
. s . . ;x . ° [ Rt . . ~ . 4
is'made up of what might;be called p¥imary assymptions., Prinfary;

. . .;_ R ’ .’

assumptions are those first, religious, p‘hilo hoiph'xc.al points that give birth

X ’

. . ya
to a calture: Culture itself can be thought of as that organized pat(e)m

s a . ° t N

of behavior that is the function of an integrated set of primary,. religious,

philosophical assumptions. We haxe intercultural.communication sjtuations_
. e .

[y
.

when two or more peoi)le corne’together with different sets of primary

. '. . .
-’ -

assumphons. It™s not the dxiferencet in symbol-s that pnmanly account

. s . A . s
~

for }qtercultural dj fﬁcuthes. The symbo!s are merely physlcal barrlerb

-

which can be ‘overcdMne with sufficient training; ‘Ihe p:lmary assumptyons

AN y ' . . ‘- '
‘are psycho_logtcal ba\rnens-wl'hch mtght ,not have been overcome even K '

e rd 3

wben the two or more péople are uemg the same symbols since the sec T
)‘ .« - i .

- *

gnmary assumptions are mte(rvbven inte our whole process ° K

of living.
] - - Ty , . -
"is_to agcertam the primary ‘assumptions that make up-th)e Black attitude’
e
- r R - . ot

qf mind. énleu thp 73,.done, the behaworal@amfestattons of Black

~.b

. DI ¥ . .

»

t:o;nmunication cannot lielp but be dlstort’ed.by being evaluated in terms of

- s

.. » r..‘ °?

the prtmar;- aasumpnons bLthe researcher. As a J amaican friend of n'xine

. L3 . T *
. . . = . . 7 .
stated, in orde.r to conduct researcb ona given group o{ people, ''you - -,

I -

must léarn to see as they sge.and hear as they heir\.'k P'otential, researchers
. . o v, kY ) . .
! . ..

Khe problem for conduchng research m ack commun&atiou‘ .




\ficatlon, ete. , the acadermc ‘stream of thought might lead one to-believe

o world view is’ ':hat the mvxmble world constxtutes thg world of causa,tlon -. i ) .

1
~ ’ . .
- A »
*

in -Black communication all tco often assume that_ Blacks seé as the researcher €=
sees, and hear as the researcher hears, and thus the only proble(rn in

t

- N . - /
studying Bldck communication is to decide on area priorities. In order
) . .

to clarify this point, .let us *riefly consider how the primary assumptions

- e

of the academic stream of thougémt might be incompatible with the primary
A S . - ; .
/ ‘ -

B -

4 -

assumptions that foster Black communication, -

s

, . One'of the fundamental differences ,betWé:én the. 'acaderni; stream of

»thought and Blagk ‘communricatit;n‘tﬁigﬁt enfail c;né'p understanding of cause
¥ s e : 7 _—

.and effect. l'3'y its emphasi§ on obg‘ectiv'ity, quantification, empi;'icéi veri-

. ‘4’ . \

—that the world of causation is quxte ‘visible, " and i:herefore, is capable of
) N d ’ - .. |
visible verifications HoweVer, one oi the Onmary‘ ..ssumptmns of the: Afncan S

-
2

~ ’ PRI .". |

*. and the visible world merely constltutes the world of effects. Wlth thls
i

[ ¥ \ -
fundamerital dﬂference in pnmary assumpt;on},:an !ntercultural metho-* , -
. -
dologmal questlon m raxsed. How does.one deve‘lop research methodologles\;,- A
‘e < ° N
that are in keepmg w the primary assumption -that the invisible .

subjective world is the world of causatp.on, and the ob;ectzve,,snmble NG )
\ . _},
empzncal wo\rid ;sgthe world of \Affecf'? Perhaps an add!tiona.l‘ ﬂlustrat:on

will suffice to point to the mtqi'cultural methodologlcal m’obtems for
- l . . / ~ " -

14

studymg Black commumcatmn. . co .- 3 -

Voo !

As-waa stated earlier, Black communication doesinot have content
subgervient to form. However, so much of ;:vha,t the dcademic stream of
B P . V‘- i . . f :.‘ - ; -

.

thought is concerned with.is form. Con’l.‘i;der for ex'é.x;x}ple&thp‘.{:ommdnication 5



‘ stream of thought. ' -

- s, scientific objectivity and scientific g‘e;paréh. According to Willhelm,-

.

S N . , .
process in the traditional Afroamerican chdrch. Many scientifically oriented

researchers s-eem to bg ini.:Prested in classifying the various responses tl‘mt
are made by members of ti1e ;dngrégatiom documenting the rate of resp:onses,
etc. ((low‘;ver, it is held here that the most -im‘p'ortant aspect of the

* . corr'}mt'mi(':'ation p;ocess in the trgdition;l Afroamerican church i,.é/ the «

}

K invisible factor that gives rise"t%his antiphonal pattern. Thus,. it is held-

L ! - . “ -~

- th.:a _‘_‘Bléck" understanding of Black religious communication must first

fl . » -~

. . ’ ! . )
’ _come'to grips with the rudiments of African religion, mythology, and folk-

- ’ ' -

e +

I R, - 5 L o .
_.16re’-- all of ‘which dre in contradiction tosthe un8@zrpinnings of the academic
2, . &=

v

I3

- - . b
.F._’i s, -

A finalillustration is based upon‘Sidney Willhrelm's dil‘scussion of

R

o “ >

i, Y Ji."Objectivity # pe'r}'mp’s\ﬂthe forémos expreg‘gi&n -

¥

%

~ ) attitude, ranks as the hallmark for scientific inquiry. 1
* v F .
’ R .« . - o i . . ..
« We can immediately see the jntercaltural problem of the scientific
i e . .
’ - !

attitude of objectiv?y when one realizes that Black.communication is best

»

4

1 - -

4 / . ’ ’ . .
charpgterized by the opposites of the adjectiveg’ used it degcribing the .

-
I3

scientific method, ) Black comifrianication is subjective as opposed to

« ¥

objective. Black communication emphasizes personal involvement as - *

>

opposed to detachment. Black Qommunicatioh involves an attitude of. )
. 4 . I ‘ 7
~full commitment as opposed to non-commitment. A second quote from

~ R

P . ‘g

~

s 1gidney Willhelm, "'Veliskovsky's Challenge to the Scientific

Establishment, "' Pensee, Volume 3, Number 1, Winter, 1973, p. 32.
& iy T - : . :

.
3 v - .

; o . of the*s¢ientific spirit; detachment, a non-committal £ .




. how the problem of studying Black communication is even more
13 2 : -

Y

-

)Villhel'm h’xig'ht further def;})e the prohlem that is bging considered in this

paper. . o - .
2

...one is expected to be a'professional in order to \(

implant objective scholarahip, and this can only
be atcomplished by posing inquiries logically
connected with established theories rather than coping
‘with anomalies discovered within ph omena. .
Indeed, objectiyity toward fact corﬁpels us to dxsgmse
». facts; we are obliged to distarice “ourselvés from the-
realm of data selected for examinatiort in order to avoid
any change of bias in scientiffic dlscovery. Objectlwty, ,
. then, moves us away from empirical validation and o
into theory -. with the fatal flaw that we engage in
"Yutile evaluation of rival hypothesis ‘at the exfense
of facts. The professional scholar is oné who is dtstarbed
and wbose, cumoslty is aroused not by the incongruity
of e\ndence, but by formulation hypotheses drawn -
. ; from exlstmg theory. 2 ) R
With the above information in mind, one might be able to see

: i
- .
RXs o *

1

: ‘ \ ’ -~ T K : *
methodotog{cally conioun&ed given the fact that existing commugicatipn

theory does 'nét take into consideration the primary assumptions ‘of the

e ‘

African world view. #Thus, the methodelogical problems facxng those
& “ ‘ ¢

.,mterested in stuﬂyigg Black communication car be summed vp as |,

7. - .
follov<vs: : . : - S
1.

: ‘Defining Black in a way that is cbnsmter;/mth an attltude

- of mind. : . . e

Ay e

2. Convincing potential researchers that Blacks are not mmply
a neglected population that is eith xﬁdevmd of culture oris
simply an mcomplete form of the “"dominant' culture.
3. Developing research methodologtes that are-baged upon primary
" assumptiofis that are the same as the pnmary assum?;mns “that
support Black communication. . !

2Ibid., p. 33. . , RN '




