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5. The Early Eocene central axis of deposition was located along
the present-day eastern foothills of the Eastern Cordillera;
accommodation space continued to decrease and the regional
Middle Facene unconformity began to develop. In Middle
Eocene time a regional unconformity developed, marking the
climax of the pre-Andean orogeny. Depaosition at this time
occurred dominantly in the Maracaibo Basin where large
amounts of sediment derived from vast exposed areas accumu-
lated.

6. The Late Eocene central axis of deposition was confined to the
present position of the Llanos Foothills and reflects a regional
increase in accommodation space. In Oligocene time, the initial
uplift of the Eastern Cordillera divided the main depocenter intor
two central axes. Accommodation space diminished in uplifted
regions but continued to increase in the depocenters allowing
sporadic marine ingressions into the present position of the
Llanos Foothills. As uplift of the Fastern Cordillera continued, the
eastern depocenter axis (proto Orinoco) migrated east and the
western depocenter axis (proto Magdalena) migrated west. The
process continued through the remainder of the Cenozoic era.
Implications of this model for hydrocarbon exploration will be
discussed throughom the presentation. a
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