
CampanianlMiocene 
tectonostratigraphy, 
depocenter evolution, 
and basin development of 
Colombia and western Venezi~eln 

1c pos i t ion  01- t h e  i c n t r a l  a s i s  of dvpa><ilirln over 

Colonrbian and Vcnezur1.m continr.nt:~l irusr h.3, rarird T' 
markedly throush rim?. The %XI.; m C r . ~ t d  lrom rw<t 1 : )  c:wl 

from Lnte (:relaceour to Olicoicne but ,  a1 Limes. sccctnd;~ry 
drainage dividcs mure cstabli.;hrd hy loc;~l irplil '~ cwnts. In 

O l i ~ o ~ n c  lime. w t h  initid in!zr;mn o i t h c  I:.trtcrn (:lw<lillcra, 
the central axis of dcposirion W.IS dividcd ii~rr, t r w ~  n~.tirz axes, 

thc proto 2.I.y&lcna and the proto Clrinoc<> \prem<. I'lir west 

loc;~*t  rnigrat~onoi the central a i io idepcn i t ion  had 11 rc,.ton- 
ic orrgin and occurred in comhination with tcitnniiallv Jrivcn 
changvs in aicnrnmod:~tion spce. 

1. Tlre ;ruir of C.rnipanian and early h!;ta<triJ~ri.tn dirwcntcr  

w.w I o c ~ r c d  n few k i l o m e t ~ r s c ~ r l  oFrhe present r o d i o n  ihr 
Central (:ordillera of Colorn1ii.r. It r n i p t d  east wi~!, gr:+Ju.tl 
uplift of thr  G 'n t rd  f :crrdillcr.~. 



6,'l'Ilc Lalc L k r n c  rr.nlr.nl axir of ~1~.po~i l imi  conlincd 10 lhc 

prcwiL p>sition I I ~  IIIC I.lam>s 1'~mhiIls ond rcILxts 3 r q i ~ m 1 1  

~IIC~OISC in . tc i~~mmn~l.~t ion spa~c. In Ul~! :~wne Iillir. lhc ini1i.d 

uplift thc i.lrlern c:.rciillrra rlivi<lcd rhc mnin dcpoccnier inla> 

Wo rc.r~lral arc*. h i~ ,~rnn l~d. t r i r ,~ l  ~ I L C  dirninishcrl in u p l i t i d  

rcxion\ Imt ,<rnrimtcd 10 in i rc.~\r  i n  ! l ie d ~ p ~ i c n l ~ r ~  nl l tnvin~ 

y?ord ic  mnrinc i n s r r r h n x  into tlw prc\cnl poution $4' lhc 

I h n w  t ~ ~ ~ ~ l h i l l ~ ,  :A> uplifi of 1hc. F.Nvrn Cordillcr~ L ~ m ~ i n ~ ~ c c l ,  111~ 

e3stcrn rlcpocrn~cr a \ i \  (proto 0rinur.o) n119r.ilrd c3rl mri rlw 

~WW~II  ~Iqnu111r.r 3x15  (prnlc \!.tg~l~!Ic11.1) rniy':!lwi wa4 Tlw 

~uc~ccss con~inucd i l w q l i  thc rcn~;~irxlrr t d  t l t c  I:cnrnoic N.I. 
Iniplic.~titvn< oi chi, lttrxlrl L I P  Idl-ncarhon crplomtion will he 

d i< iuwd  IIII~~II::II<~I~I the prcsen~~i~on. - 


