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CITY SIZE, FEAR AND VICnMIZArlON

Calvin J. Larson, University of Massachusetts, Boston

RACE
Blacks are much more likely than whites to

AGE

EDIJCAITION AND 'NCOME
All s~tudiles 140 datehavefOuf1

tion .and income. increase,
n crime and victimization

sumec:l e)cplanatiol
the socioeconomi tus,
confidence and means.of protection.

INTRODUCTION
Urban theorists in America such as Louis

Wirth (1938) postulated a casual connection
between urbanization and crime and de
viancy. As Shichor et al. state (1979: 1 ,
"Crime has been long ass· the rise
of the city, and urbanization has
as one main ors responsib
tering the social conditions for the p
of criminal behavior."

Wirth, following leads suggested by Dur~

kheim and Simmel, held t cities gr e
lationships became more formal and imper
sonal. The urbanite had neither the time nor
the abi to take a personal interest in all
those encountered.

ed with the competitive natureof the
American economy, Wirth hastened to add,
the of city life is hlyco
to avior such as assa ob-
bery, i rape. From Wirth, it is a short
step to th wing syllogism:

(1) the larger t ity, the greater the likeli-
hood of predatory behavior;

(2) the gr rthe likelihoodofpredatory be-
havior, the greater the fear and amount of
criminal victimization;

(3) therefore, the larger the city, the g ter
the fear and amount of criminal victimization.

The validity of such a theory is cl de-
pendent e measurement of a solid re-
lationshi een city size on the one hand
and fear of crime and the amou criminal
victimization on the other. Local area st
and s using national samples have
foun ive between fear of
being /victimized and city size
Conklin 197 1974). And, a
national surveys have uncove
connection between city size and vic
timization (Ennis, 1967; rofalo &Hindeland,
1977).

The problem is that fear and
have been found to be both mutu
ing. fear may lead to reduced
the risk of victi n, and vieti
increase or decrease fear of vi on.
Therefore, the impactofcitysize on the depen
dent variables must beexamined in a multivar-
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fear crime and be criminally victimized.
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L DEFINlnONS

into ten year intervals from
10 to 19 and g·with 80 and over. Race
and sex were dichotomized as black or white,
and male or female.

e was identified as family income·and
ntervalsbegin-
h and ending· with

was as
yone year

twelve ·and les$
t or more years of

divided into four
ai, skilled, and

E ent
loy f u l l ~ t i m e

ing for city size, the following
s were used in orderto enchance

f its; in1~uelnce: less than



.41*
-.02

-.45*

-.09
.19

-.24*
tatus

Income
rital

status -.10* -.26*
Occupation -.26* -.01
Race .27* .26*
Sex .69* -.06

Significance levels: * .01; **.05
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lationship between' employment status and
fear. The'unemp d rather than the employ
ed were expected to express the· greater
amount of fear. However, the relationshi
low and not st significant

Ioyed mo than th
to be victimized. The relation of ci
is shown in Table 2. If··

counts for a measured relatio
tics in the 1,000,000 or more row s ap-
p lower in strength' than
th in the less t 49,999 row.

The column figures show that only in the
case of race is fear appreci by
controlli ci ze. Ci
sured impact on the stre
ship between sex and
bolsters Garofalo's claim 79:
relationship between the two
mostly to sex role s

r
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STATISTICAL PROCEDURES

The ordinal statisticgamma was used as the
measure ·of association because (1) most of
the variables in this study are ordinal in type,

and (2) when nominal variables such as sex
and fear were exami data were arrayed in
two-by-two tables, in which case gamma be
comes the equivalent of Yule:s a, a statistic
appropriate for measuring association be
tween nominal variables (see Mueller et al.,
1970: 290-292). Whenever po of
course, variables were put into the ord
mat. For example, the categories of ma I
status entered cross-tabulations as follows:
married, wed, divorced, separated, and
never married. This is the order prescribed by
hypothesized expectations.

In the case of occupational status, the se
quence was: farming, professional, skilled,

and clerical, sales, and service. Farmi was

placed fi because it i e "urban" oc-
e n and because respondents in this
egory are assumed t least likely to express
fear of crime and be criminally victimized.

ran
sweremo

than w to e fear and be ,
and (5) women were much more likely than
men to express fear, and less likely than men
to be victimized.

Of "additional variables," occupa-
tion evidenced the highest statistical r
ship with fear, status with burglary, and marital
status with robbery. As expected, occupa
tional status were inversely related to both fear
and victimization.

Not expected was the non-significant ra-
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S ON FEAR BY CITY SIZE
rlu••; !llg".lfIc:anc~: • .01; It••05)

City
Size

eramillion

Age
(4345)

.14*
.16

Education
(4344)

-.19*
-.21*

Fear by:

Income
(4359)

-.14*
-.36

Marital
Status
(4359)

-.06*
.01

Occupation
(3944)

-.25*
-.20

Race Sex
(4359) (4359)

.17** .70*
.05 .72*

TA8LE3:ROB
(Gamma val

S BY CITY SIZE
: • .01; ** .05)

City

Size
(N)

U r50,OOO
amillion

Age
(4349)

-.13
-.11

l e
(4162)
-.18**
-.31

Race
(4335)

.43*

-.16

(Concluded on p 22)

impact of city size on the
measured relationships between the

s may bedue of
nts to decrease

" nts,
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