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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to define the meaning of a good death mentioned in Korean culture.
Methods: This study was carried out using Rodgers' evolutionary concept analysis strategy. A review of the liter-
ature was done with key words related to good death and other relevant words in literature published in English
or Korean. The literature search was conducted from 1995 to 2016 for overseas and from 2000 to 2016 for
domestic. The final selection target was 44 pieces. Each document was divided into 7 disciplines, including 25
domestic documents. Results: Three dimensions and seven attributes were identified; 1) The preparation stage
for death: living well, preparation for dying, 2) The final stage of death: avoiding meaningless extension of life,
dignity, comfort and interaction with healthcare providers, 3) The post death stage: positive feeling of families.
Antecedent to good death were dying persons, families and healthcare providers' wishes for good death, The con-
sequences were their experience during the period of dying and feeling after dying. Conclusion: There was a
change in the concept of good death according to the times. It is important for nurses to understand the concept
of good death in order to provide care with good quality to patients who are faced with death, their families and
healthcare providers.
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- Domestic total screened : 755
International total screened : 57,201

- Keyword searched: good death, well-dying,
dying well, peaceful death, appropriate death,
dignified death, desired death, euthanasia

- Publication date : 1995~2016

- Excluding euthanasia : 21,578
- Search for only English, free full text

- Excluded as duplicate or inappropriate : 10,525

- Excluding: unpublished papers for a degree 9,
research methodology 2, perspective of a
specific religion 7

- Nursing 27, housing environment 1, medicine 7,
philosophy 1, psychiatry 2, social welfare 5,
sports 1

Figure 1. Flow of analysis through the literature review.
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Table 1. Articles Reviewed by Disciplinary

Disciplinary

Source of article

Nursing

Housing
environment

Medicine

Philosophy

Psychiatry

Social welfare
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1. An MS et al. Awareness of good death and attitudes toward terminal care among geriatric hospital nurses. The Korean Journal of Hospice and
Palliative Care. 2014;17 (3):122-33.
2. Casey D et al. Dying well: factors that influence the provision of good end — of - life care for older people in acute and long stay care settings in
Ireland. Journal of Clinical Nursing. 2011;20:1824-33.
3. Costello J. Dying well: nurses” experiences of ‘good and bad” deaths in hospital. Journal of Advanced Nursing. 2006;54 (5):594-601.
4. Evans N et al. The organisation of death and dying in today’s society. Nursing Standard. 2002;16 (25):33-8.
5. Granda-Cameron C et al. Concept analysis of good death in terminally ill patients American Journal of Hospice and Palliative Medicine.
2012;29 (8):632-9.
6. Griggs C. Community nurses' perceptions of a good death: a qualitative exploratory study. International Journal of Palliative Nursing. 2010;16
(3):139-48.
7. HanJY. Perception of good death and attitudes toward death between ER nurses and coroners. The Korean Journal of Hospice and Palliative
Care. 2015;18 (1):16-24.
8. Han SY. A study on the recognition of well-dying, change to attitude toward the old and meaning of life through hospice education program of
care worker trainees. Journal of the Korea Academia-Industrial Cooperation Society. 2012;13 (10):4471-7.
9. Hattori K et al. Concept analysis of good death in the Japanese community. Journal of Nursing Scholarship. 2006;38 (2):165-70.
10. Jo KH et al. The impact of nurses' attitude toward dignified death and moral sensitivity on their end-of-life care performance. The Korean
Journal of Hospice and Palliative Care. 2013;16 (4):223-31.
11. Kehl KA. Moving toward peace: an analysis of the concept of a good death. American Journal of Hospice and Palliative Medicine. 2006;23
(4):277-86.
12. Kim CG. Factors influencing perception of good death among the community-dwelling elderly. The Korean Journal of Hospice and Palliative
Care. 2014;17 (3):151-60.
13. Kim MS. Characteristics of the Korean's representation and understanding on happiness and good death. Journal of Humanities.
2012;86:307-52.
14. Kim SH et al. The attitude to a good death of nurses in long-term care hospitals. The Korean Journal of Health Service Management. 2014;8
(3):103-12.
15. Kim SM et al. Attributes considered important for a good death among elderly and adults. Journal of the Korea Gerontological Society. 2003;23
(3):95-110.
16. Kim SM et al. Korean nurses' attitudes to good and bad death, life-sustaining treatment and advance directives. Nursing Ethics. 2003;10
(6):624-37.
17. Kim SY et al. Study of subjective view on the meaning of well-dying held by medical practitioners and nursing students: based on
Q-methodology. The Korean Journal of Hospice and Palliative Care. 2014;17 (1):10-7.
18. Kong JH at al. The effect of health behavior, resilience, and recognition of well-dying on the depression of elderly with chronic disease. Journal
of the Korea Academia-Industrial Cooperation Society. 2015;16 (10):7146-56.
19. Lee GJ et al. Concept analysis of good death. Journal of Hospice & Palliative Care. Journal of Hospice & Palliative Care. 2006;10:23-39.
20. Lee MS et al. Good death recognized by the elderly. The Korea Contents Society. 2013;13 (6):283-99.
21. Lee Y] et al. Effects of significant other's death on high-touch major students. The Korea Journal of Youth Counseling. 2005;13 (1):113-24.
22. Maeve MK. Weaving a fabric of moral meaning: how nurses live with suffering and death. Journal of Advanced Nursing. 1998;27 (6):1136-42.
23. Miyashita M et al. Factors contributing to evaluation of a good death from the bereaved family member's perspective. Psycho Oncology,
2008;17 (6):612-20.
24. Proulx K et al. Dying with dignity: the good patient versus the good death. American Journal of Hospice and Palliative Medicine. 2004;21
(2):116-20.
25. Shim HW. A study on the cognition and attitude on well-dying in undergraduate students. The Korean Journal of Fundamentals of Nursing.
201219 (2):233-43.
26. Tan YY et al. ‘Rapid discharge”: issues for hospital — based nurses in discharging cancer patients home to die. Journal of Clinical Nursing.
2015;24 (17-18): 2601-10.
27. Thompson SA et al. Quality of care and quality of dying in nursing homes: two measurement models. Journal of Palliative Medicine. 2012;15
(6): 690-5.

1. Lee MA et al. The class development of liberal arts through link of well-being well-dying and housing environment. Korean Journal of Human
Ecology. 2016;25 (2):267-80.

1. Best M et al. The doctor’s role in helping dying patients with cancer achieve peace: a qualitative study. Palliative Medicine. 2014;28
(29):1139-45.

2. Cohen LM et al. Dying well after discontinuing the life-support treatment of dialysis. Archives of Internal Medicine. 2000;160 (16):2513-8.

3. Han NY et al. Perception of a good death in the elderly. Korean Journal of Family Medicine. 2002,23 (6):769-77.

4. Kim KH et al. Modeling study of development of dying well education program for the medical personnel in Korea. Journal of the Korea
Academia-Industrial Cooperation Society. 2014;15 (10):6234-41.

5. Lee SH et al. Public perception and acceptance of the national strategy for well-dying. The Korean Journal of Hospice and Palliative Care.
2013;16 (2):90-7.

6. Morita T et al. Symptom burden and achievement of good death of elderly cancer patients. Journal of Palliative Medicine. 2014;17(8):887-93.
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Eastern Philosophy. 2008;55:7-43.
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