
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Digital Commons @ IWU Digital Commons @ IWU 

John Wesley Powell Student Research 
Conference 2005, 16th Annual JWP Conference 

Apr 16th, 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM 

Concepts of Addiction: Assessing the Beliefs of Addiction in Concepts of Addiction: Assessing the Beliefs of Addiction in 

University and Treatment Center Populations University and Treatment Center Populations 

Krystle Balhan 
Illinois Wesleyan University 

James Dougan, Faculty Advisor 
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc 

Balhan, Krystle and Dougan, Faculty Advisor, James, "Concepts of Addiction: Assessing the 
Beliefs of Addiction in University and Treatment Center Populations" (2005). John Wesley 
Powell Student Research Conference. 4. 
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2005/posters/4 

This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital 
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any 
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For 
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights 
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material 
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information, 
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu. 
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document. 

http://www.iwu.edu/
http://www.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2005
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2005%2Fposters%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2005/posters/4?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2005%2Fposters%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@iwu.edu


THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE - APRIL 2005 

Poster Presentation P5 

CONCEPTS OF ADDICTION: ASSESSING THE BELIEFS OF ADDICTION IN 
UNIVERSITY AND TREATMENT CENTER POPULATIONS 

Krystle Balhan and James Dougan* 
Psychology Department, Illinois Wesleyan University 

This study sought to identify differences in the beliefs about addiction between a sample 
of university students and a sample of clients diagnosed with substance abuse or 
dependence from a drug/alcohol treatment center. It was hypothesized that treatment 
center clients would present beliefs that correspond to the disease concept of addiction 
(Jellinek 1 960), while members of the university sample would express more personal or 
environmental attitudes towards addiction. To assess these potential differences, a survey 
questionnaire based on the Addiction Belief Inventory (ABI) was administered to both 
samples (Luke, Ribisl, Walton, and Davidson, 2002). The ABI is divided into eight 
subscales, and ANOV As between the university and treatment samples will be calculated 
for each subscale. 
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