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O,O′)nickel(II) – methanol (1/4), C32H41N7NiO8
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Abstract
C32H41N7NiO8, monoclinic, P21/c (no. 14), a = 10.0076(5) Å,
b = 18.6561(10) Å, c = 19.0893(18) Å, β = 108.532(6)°,
V = 3378.4(4) Å3, Z = 4, Rgt(F ) = 0.0607, wRref(F

2) = 0.1340,
T = 111.9(1) K.

CCDC no.: 2050294

Themolecular structure is shown in the figure (four solvent
molecules which belong to the asymmetric unit are not
shown). Table 1 contains crystallographic data and Table 2
contains the list of the atoms including atomic coordinates
and displacement parameters.

Source of material

Tris(benzimidazol-2-yl-methyl)amine (ntb) was synthe-
sized according to a literature procedure [4]. A methanol

solution (50 mL) of Ni(ClO4)2⋅6H2O (73 mg, 0.2 mmol) and
ntb (82 mg, 0.2 mmol) was stirred for 10 min. Then a
methanol solution (40 mL) of disodium succinate hexa-
hydrate (54 mg, 0.2 mmol) was added dropwise to the
aforementioned solution. After being stirred at room tem-
perature for 2 h, the solution was filtered for slow evapo-
ration. Light-blue crystals formed.

Experimental details

The structure was solved with the Olex2 program [2]. The
methyl groups were idealized and refined using rigid
groups allowed to rotate about the N–C bond (with the
SHELX program [3]). The Uiso values of the hydrogen atoms
of methyl groups were set to 1.5 Ueq and the values of all
other hydrogen atoms were set to 1.2 Ueq. The disordered
C27 and C28 atoms of succinate including H atoms on them
were located at two sites with occupancies to be 0.503(5)
for C27, C28 and 0.497(5) for C27′, C28′ (Table 2).

Comment

The ligandntb isoftenused in theconstructionof a variety of
metal complexes [5]. Some mononuclear nickel(II) com-
plexes have been reported which use monocarboxylate
(isonicotinate, picolinate and 3, 5-dinitrobenzoate), azide

Table : Data collection and handling.

Crystal: Blue block
Size: . × . × . mm
Wavelength: Mo Kα radiation (. Å)
μ: . mm−

Diffractometer, scan mode: Xcalibur, ω
θmax, completeness: .°, >%
N(hkl)measured, N(hkl)unique, Rint: , , .
Criterion for Iobs, N(hkl)gt: Iobs >  σ(Iobs), 
N(param)refined: 

Programs: CrysAlisPRO [], Olex [], SHELX []
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and 2-(2′-pyridyl)-4, 4, 5, 5-tetramethylimidazoline-1-oxyl-
3-oxide (NIT2Py) [6–8] as coligands, respectively. Two
dinuclear nickel(II) complexes of ntb were prepared and
characterized using dicarboxylate (terephthalate and
fumarate) as bridging ligands by our group [9]. Succinic acid
is a saturated aliphatic dicarboxylic acid. It shows confor-
mational freedom and coordination versatility due to the
single-bonded carbon chains, coordinating metal ions in
various modes [10–13]. As an extension of our work, succi-
natewas selected for the constructionof anickel(II) complex

Table : Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent
isotropic displacement parameters (Å).

Atom x y z Uiso*/Ueq

C −. () . () . () . ()
HA −. . . .*
HB −. . . .*
C −. () . () . () . ()
C . () . () . () . ()
C −. () . () . () . ()
C −. () . () . () . ()
HA −. . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
HA . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C −. () . () . () . ()
HA −. . . .*
HB −. . −. .*
C −. () . () . () . ()
C . () . () . () . ()
C . () . () . () . ()
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C −. () . () . () . ()
HA −. . . .*
HB −. . . .*
C −. () . () . () . ()
C . () . () . () . ()
C −. () . () . () . ()
C −. () . () . () . ()
H −. . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
H . −. . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
H . . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
C . () . () . () . ()
Ca

. () . () . () . ()
HAa

. . . .*
HBa

. . . .*
C′b . () . () . () . ()
HCb

. . . .*
HDb

. . . .*
Ca

. () . () . () . ()
HAa

. . . .*
HBa

. . . .*
C′b . () . () . () . ()
HCb

. . . .*

Table : (continued)

Atom x y z Uiso*/Ueq

HDb
. . . .*

C . () . () . () . ()
HA . . . .*
HB . . . .*
HC . . . .*
C . () . () −. () . ()
HA . . −. .*
HB . . −. .*
HC . . −. .*
C −. () . () . () . ()
HA −. . . .*
HB −. . . .*
HC −. . . .*
C . () . () . () . ()
HA . . . .*
HB . . . .*
HC . . . .*
N −. () . () . () . ()
N . () . () . () . ()
N −. () . () . () . ()
H −. . . .*
N . () . () . () . ()
N −. () . () . () . ()
H −. . . .*
N . () . () . () . ()
N −. () . () . () . ()
H −. . . .*
Ni . () . () . () . ()
O . () . () . () . ()
O . () . () . () . ()
O . () . () . () . ()
O . () . () −. () . ()
O . () . () . () . ()
HB . . . .*
O . () . () −. () . ()
HA . . −. .*
O −. () . () . () . ()
HB −. . −. .*
O . () . () . () . ()
HA . . . .*

aOccupancy: .(), bOccupancy: .().
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of ntb. At this time, the effort to get a dinickel(II) complex
failed, while a mononuclear complex was obtained.

The title complex was obtained by the reaction of
Ni(ClO4)2⋅6H2O, ntb and disodium succinate hexahydrate
in the ratio of 2:2:1 in methanol. The asymmetric unit of the
title structure consists of one [Ni(ntb)(suc)] unit and four
methanol molecules. The central Ni(II) is six-coordinate in
a N4O2 donor set formed by four nitrogen atoms of ntb and
two oxygen atoms of succinate. The equatorial plane is
definedbyN2, N4,N6 of ntb andO3of succinate. Equatorial
bond angles are in the range 86.68(10)−91.14(11)°. The
apical positions are occupied by O1 of succinate and ter-
tiary amine N1 of ntb with O1–Ni1–N1 bond angle to be
176.64°, showing a distorted octahedral environment. As
expected, the tripodal ntb ligand coordinates nickel(II)
with the three benzimidazole groups in a T-shaped fashion.
This can be observed almost in all nickel(II) complexes of
ntb [7–9, 14, 15]. The three benzimidazole Ni–N bond
lengths are in the range of 2.054(3)–2.077(3) Å, while the
Ni–N(tertiary amine) bond length is 2.205(3) Å. The succi-
nate anion shows a bidentate chelating mode. Each
carboxylate provides one oxygen atom (O1, O3) to coordi-
nate with nickel(II) to form a seven-membered ring. The
two Ni–O bond lengths are 2.033(3) Å for Ni1–O1 and
2.067(2) Å for Ni1–O3, respectively. The O1–Ni–O3 bond
angle is 95.16(11)°. This coordination is different to previ-
ously reported dicarboxylato-nickel(II) complexes of ntb.
In the complexes [Ni2(ntb)2(μ-tp)(H2O)2](NO3)2⋅4CH3OH⋅H2O
and [Ni2(ntb)2(μ-fum)(H2O)(CH3OH)](NO3)2⋅6CH3OH⋅H2O,
two [Ni(ntb)]2+ units are bridged by terephthalate and
fumarate in bis(monodentate) mode [7]. Thus, we showed
that the single-bonded carbon chain of succinate is flexible
enough to adopt the bidentate chelating mode.

In the complex, two of the [Ni(ntb)(suc)] units are
interlinked by H-bonds to form a dimolecular unit [N5–
H5/O4, d(D/A) = 2.786(4) Å]. These dimolecular units
are interacted to form a chain structure by H-bonds
through the carboxylate (O2) of succinate and the benz-
imidazole NH(N3) groups of ntb [N3–H3/O2,
d(D/A) = 2.756(3) Å]. The chains are further expanded
into a 2D network structure by weak π-π interaction be-
tween benzimidazole groups.
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