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Since the discovery of mesostructured materials in the early
1990s[1] a great deal of effort has been devoted to developing
new structures, compositions, and functionalities.[2] The ability
to synthesize semiconducting single- or multicomponent
metal-oxide mesostructured materials with controlled mor-
phologies[3] has been a major step towards functional
materials with potential applications in sensing, catalysis,
and optoelectronics.[4] We describe herein the synthesis and
properties of a new generation of ordered mesostructured
composites with mesopore walls composed of integrated 3D
arrays of different types of wide and narrow band-gap
semiconductor nanocrystals including oxides, sulfides, and
selenides. Such an integrated 3D coassembly of different
functional units is of great importance for optoelectronic
applications that rely on the transfer of electrons or holes
between two or more active components. Examples of such
systems are sensitized titania solar cells and photocatalysts,
for which it has been shown that solar conversion efficiency
can be strongly increased in the presence of sensitizing dye
molecules or narrow band-gap semiconductor nanocrystals.[5]

Fabrication techniques previously developed for such func-
tionalized composite titania materials are based on step-by-
step methods in which organic molecules or premade semi-
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conductor nanocrystals are grafted or deposited onto the
surface of beforehand patterned titania film matrices.[6] In
contrast, the mixed nanocrystalline anatase titania/cadmium
chalcogenide mesoporous films presented here are prepared
by a fast and inexpensive single-run supramolecular templat-
ing route based on acidic sol–gel chemistry. By selectively
using competing molecular self-assembly, phase transitions
and stabilities as well as crystallization kinetics, we are able to
combine synthesis, assembly, and patterning into a one-pot
single-precursor dip-coating process followed by heat treat-
ment of the samples with varying gas/vapor atmospheres.

The mesoporous composite films were prepared by dip-
coating from a highly acidic solution containing titanium(iv)-
ethoxide and cadmium chloride as precursors for the wide or
narrow band-gap nanocrystalline semiconductors, respec-
tively, and a non-ionic triblock copolymer as the mesostruc-
ture-directing species. It has been shown that under highly
acidic conditions, the hydrolyzed titania nanoentities are not
prone to cross-link and can be stabilized over an extended
period of time. This gives the structure-directing surfactant
enough time to assemble into its most stable thermodynamic
phase, which is determined primarily by the temperature and
the volume ratio of inorganic species to surfactant.[3d,e] For the
volume ratio of Cd/Ti to surfactant used here, a stable cubic
mesostructural order was obtained by storing the dip-coated
films at 10 8C. The films were then subjected to an extended
heat–gas/vapor treatment during which they changed from a
liquid-crystalline hybrid organic–inorganic mesostructured
composite to a mesoporous framework built up of integrated
arrays of different semiconductor nanocrystals. The films
were first kept in an oxidative high-temperature environment
to remove the surfactant and promote condensation of the
solubilized titania nanoentities, followed by nucleation and
growth of semiconducting anatase nanocrystals out of the
amorphous titania matrix. Simultaneously, the coassembled
molecular cadmium species separates into cadmium oxide
nanoclusters, which are evenly distributed in the titania
framework in accordance with previous studies of sol–gel
matrices doped with transition-metal ions.[7] By changing the
processing conditions to an S- or Se-vapor atmosphere diluted
with an inert gas, these cadmium oxide nanoclusters are then
selectively converted into crystalline semiconducting CdS or
CdSe nanoparticles through a redox-coupled ion-exchange
reaction mechanism.[8] After only a few minutes of exposure
to S or Se vapor, the films became yellow or orange
(Figure 1 f), indicating the successful transformation of cad-
mium oxide into its nanocrystalline sulfide or selenide
analogues.

The mesostructural order and wall composition of the
final films were determined by high-resolution scanning
electron microscopy (HRSEM) and transmission electron
microscopy (TEM) in combination with energy dispersive X-
ray spectroscopy (EDX). The body-centered-cubic (bcc)
mesopore arrangement was confirmed by TEM imaging
along the [100] and [111] crystallographic axes. Representa-
tive TEM micrographs demonstrate the high mesostructural
order of both the titania–CdSe (Figure 1a and b) and titania–
CdS (Figure 1c) composite films. Additionally, HRSEM
imaging reveals a completely open-pore surface of the film

(Figure 1d) with the [111] direction of the bcc mesopore
symmetry running perpendicular to the film surface, as
indicated by the hexagonal Fourier pattern (Figure 1d
inset). This image confirms that the continuously cubic
ordered and interconnected mesoporous framework is
extended throughout the film and thus fully accessible from
the surface, which is a particular important property with
respect to infiltration of the mesoporous framework with, for
example, hole-conducting conjugated polymers.[9] Further-
more, from quantitative EDX analysis we found a homoge-
neous cadmium distribution within the mesopore walls (Cd:Ti
molar ratios are the same as in the respective precursor
solutions) and a constant Cd:S or Cd:Se ratio of unity, thus
indicating a quantitative oxygen–chalcogenide exchange
during the S or Se vapor treatment.

We studied the crystallinity of the composite mesoporous
framework by Bragg-contrast imaging in dark-field TEM and
XRD analysis. Individual nanocrystals (3–6 nm in size) can be

Figure 1. Electron micrographs and optical photographs of cubic mesopo-
rous nanocrystalline anatase titania/cadmium chalcogenide composite
films. a–c) TEM images of titania/CdSe, (a and b), and titania/CdS
(c) thin films. Images shown in a) and c) were recorded along the [100]
zone axis, whereas image b) and the inset of c) give a view along the [111]
zone axis of the bcc symmetry. d) SEM image of the open-pore surface of
a titania/CdS film (inset shows the Fourier transform of the open-pore
symmetry). e) Bragg-contrast image in dark field TEM of a titania/CdS
sample showing individual nanocrystals scattering in the off-centered
objective aperture. f) Photographs of mesoporous pure titania and compo-
site titania/cadmium chalcogenide films. The scale bars are 100 nm in
Figure a) and d), 50 nm in Figure b) and c), and 20 nm in the inset of
Figure c).
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imaged in Bragg contrast in the form of bright spots at various
places within the mesoporous framework walls (Figure 1e).
The position of illuminated spots changes quickly upon tilting
as different lattice planes of the various crystallites fulfill the
diffraction condition and therefore diffract into the off-
centered objective aperture. Both the type and structure of
these nanocrystals were investigated by means of XRD.
Figure 2 shows a comparison of the diffraction patterns of a
nondoped titania mesoporous film (pattern A) and those
doped with Cd and treated with either S or Se vapor (patterns
B and C, respectively). While the diffraction peaks obtained
from the nondoped films can be indexed according to an
anatase phase, the patterns of the two composite films exhibit
a number of additional diffraction peaks (Figure 2a), which
can all be assigned to reflections that are typical for a CdS and
CdSe wurtzite structure (Figure 2b). Due to the small size of
the anatase, CdS, and CdSe crystallites, all of the diffraction
peaks are strongly broadened. By applying the Scherrer
formula to the peak widths of selected reflections (deconvo-
luted with standard peak fitting routines), we estimated the
size of the crystallites to be between 4 and 7 nm.

To test for cooperative functionality of our nanocrystal-
line composite mesoporous films we measured their visible-

light photocatalytic activity. CdS nanocrystals are known to
have a sensitizing effect on titania, since they combine a high
absorption cross section for visible light with an energy-band
structure that allows injection of the photoexcited electrons
into the titania conduction band,[6b,d, 10] from where they are
transferred along the mesoporous framework by a hopping
mechanism, which is typical for nanocrystalline anatase
titania composites.[5a] We analyzed the solar sensitization
efficiency of our nanocrystalline mixed anatase titania–CdS
mesoporous composite films of 200 to 300 nm thickness by
comparing their ability to generate a visible-light photo-
current (Iph) with that of pure anatase titania mesoporous
films. The setup for these measurements was a standard two-
electrode photoelectrochemical cell working in non-regener-
ative mode as described elsewhere.[5a] To compensate for
small deviations from the sample and setup, such as film
thickness and roughness or angle of incident light, all
measurements were done in two steps. First we determined
the Iph response to UV and visible photons simultaneously
(UV+ vis) and used this value as maximum photoinducible
Iph under the given illumination, since in this case the whole
film (anatase and CdS) is able to absorb light. The effect of
visible-light sensitization expressed as the Iph response to
visible photons only (vis-only) was then determined with the
same setup by blocking the UV photons with a 400 nm
longpass filter. Typical experimental results for pure anatase
titania and composite anatase titania/CdS (5 mol% CdS)
mesoporous films are given in Figures 3a and b, respectively.
As expected, both samples exhibit a well-defined periodic on/
off Iph response to the light/dark modulated UV+ vis
illumination (left part of response curves). However, by
switching from UV+ vis to vis-only illumination (right part of

Figure 2. a) X-ray diffraction patterns of cubic mesoporous nanocrys-
talline pure anatase titania (pattern A) and composite nanocrystalline
anatase titania/CdS (pattern B) and anatase titania/CdSe (pattern C)
film samples. The diffracted intensities were plotted versus scattering
angles 2qCu as would be observed with CuKa radiation, for better com-
parison with the literature. The initially obtained scattering angles 2qMo
from the measurement with MoKa radiation were converted to 2qCu
according to qCu=arcsin (lCu/lMo sinqMo), where lCu and lMo are the
wavelengths of CuKa and MoKa radiation, respectively. b) Detailed com-
parison in the range 35 to 588 of 2qCu of the three diffraction patterns;
dots indicate the (004), (200), and (105/211) reflections of the anatase
nanocrystals; triangles and diamonds mark the (110), (103), (112),
and (201) wurtzite reflections of the CdS and CdSe nanocrystals,
respectively. Patterns are offset in X-ray intensity I.

Figure 3. Periodic on/off photocurrent Iph response curves of a) nano-
crystalline pure anatase titania and b) nanocrystalline composite ana-
tase titania/CdS cubic mesoporous films deposited on fluorinated tin
oxide conducting glass electrodes and illuminated with a periodically
light/dark modulated xenon lamp; arrows indicate the switching from
illumination with UV and visible photons simultaneously (left side of
the arrow) to illumination with visible photons only (right side of the
arrow).
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response curves), the pure anatase titania mesoporous films
failed to produce a measurable Iph, whereas the composite
anatase titania–CdS mesoporous film was still able to
generate a clear on/off Iph response, which is around 25% of
the total UV+ vis Iph. It should be emphasized that the
conservation of 25% of the maximum photoinducible current
under vis-only illumination is exceptionally high and points to
an efficient intrinsic visible-light-sensitization effect, consid-
ering that under vis-only excitation only the 5% CdS portion
of the film contributes to the absorption process. These first
results are very promising and we are currently exploring
sensitization effects in a number of new mesoporous titania
composites with integrated zinc-, lead-, and silver chalcoge-
nide nanocrystals.

In this work we have presented a novel approach for the
simultaneous synthesis and 3D organization of different
optoelectronically active species. The procedure is fast,
inexpensive, and suitable to be integrated into large area
device fabrication techniques. Our cubic mesoporous films
have a highly crystalline wall structure composed of inte-
grated arrays of wide and narrow band-gap semiconductor
nanocrystals, as determined by a combination of several
analytical methods. Furthermore, we demonstrated the coop-
erative functionality of these composite nanocrystalline
materials by successful proof-of-principle visible-light sensi-
tization of a cubic mesoporous anatase titania film with
cadmium sulfide nanocrystals acting as sensitizing integral
part of the mesopore wall structure. Given the generality and
flexibility of sol–gel self-assembly chemistry the fabrication
approach presented here opens the field to a multitude of new
cooperatively functional materials with custom-made nano-
structures and compositions.

Experimental Section
Appropriate amounts of anhydrous CdCl2 were dissolved in HCl
(2.7 mL, 12.1m) before titanium(iv)ethoxide (3.9 mL) was added and
hydrolyzed while the mixture was cooled with ice/water and
vigorously stirred for 5 minutes (ratio of Cd to Ti was varied between
1 and 10 mol%). This mixture was combined with a solution of
poly(ethylene oxide)20-poly(propylene oxide)70-poly(ethylene
oxide)20 surfactant (1 g; Pluronic P123, BASF) dissolved in ethanol
(12 g) and stirred for another 10 minutes before thin films were
prepared by dip-coating onto cleaned glass slides at a speed of
1 mms�1. The films were dried at room temperature and then stored
for at least 6 h at 10 8C. Calcination and sulfur or selenium vapor
treatment was performed in a tube furnace. First the samples were
heated in air to 400 8C at 1 8Cmin�1 and kept there for 5 h. Then the
temperature was reduced to 250 8C or 300 8C at 5 8Cmin�1 and around
3 g of elemental sulfur or selenium were placed in the tube in front of
the samples under a slow argon gas stream. After 10 to 30 minutes of
vapor treatment the remaining sulfur or selenium was removed from
the tube and the films were heated under argon at 5 8Cmin�1 to 350 8C
and held there for 15 minutes before they were allowed to cool down
to room temperature at a rate of 10 8Cmin�1.

A JEOL 2000FX electron microscope operating at 200 kV was
used for TEM imaging and EDX spectroscopy. HRSEM images were
taken on a JEOL 6340F electron microscope. XRD measurements
were done on a SMART diffractometer (MoKa radiation) equipped
with a charge coupled device (CCD) detector. For the photocurrent
Iph measurements the mesoporous films with a thickness of 200 to
300 nm (as determined by cross-sectional SEM investigation) were

deposited on fluorinated tin oxide conducting glass electrodes and
immersed in a sodium acetate electrolyte solution (0.1m) with a
platinum counter electrode. The films were excited on an area of
0.25 cm2 by the chopped (� 0.25 Hz) emission of a broadband xenon
lamp (150 W). The light/dark short circuit Iph response under zero bias
was recorded with a Philips amperemeter.
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