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Decay of peracetic acid in seawater and
implications for its chemotherapeutic potential
in aquaculture

Lars-Flemming Pedersen'*, Carlo C. Lazado?

ITechnical University of Denmark, DTU Aqua, Section for Aquaculture, The North Sea Research Centre, PO Box 101,

9850 Hirtshals, Denmark
2Nofima, Norwegian Institute of Food, Fisheries and Aquaculture Research, 1433 As, Norway

ABSTRACT: Peracetic acid (PAA) is a widely applied disinfectant in aquaculture. Knowledge on
PAA decay in seawater (SW) is crucial for its successful implementation in SW aquaculture sys-
tems. We investigated the decay dynamics of PAA in SW under controlled conditions to assess the
potential effect of temperature, salinity and light. We also applied PAA to 22 tanks with post-smolt
Atlantic salmon Salmo salar in full-strength SW (33 %o) over a realistic range of therapeutic con-
centrations (0.15-4.8 mg 17!) to simulate relevant treatment scenarios. The study showed that PAA
degrades rapidly in SW. The degradation follows exponential first-order decay with half-lives on
the order of minutes to hours. Salinity and temperature significantly affected the decay of PAA,
showing a 4-fold faster decay rate in full-strength SW compared to freshwater. The decay of PAA
was not significantly related to the nominal concentration of PAA in the concentration range
tested. The other 2 active ingredients in PAA products, hydrogen peroxide (H,0,) and acetic acid,
were found to degrade at a much slower rate. H,O, half-lives in SW were found to range from 15
to 70 h, and minimal acetate was found to be degraded when added to SW. Finally, we compiled
published data on PAA decay in relevant water matrices and discussed the potential environmen-
tal impacts, mitigation options and future research.

KEY WORDS: Acetate - Amoebic gill disease - Decay kinetics - Half-life - Hydrogen peroxide -
Peracetic acid

1. INTRODUCTION

Peracetic acid (PAA) or peroxyacetic acid, a bioci-
dal peroxygen compound, constitutes the main active
component in PAA-containing trade products (cf.
excellent reviews by Kitis 2004 and Luukkonen &
Pehkonen 2017). PAA is considered easily degrad-
able and forms harmless residues (i.e. acetate and
eventually CO,). PAA cannot persist in its pure form
and is purchased solely as an acidified mixture of
acetate and hydrogen peroxide:

CH3COOH + H,0, = CH3;COOOH + H,O

(Aceticacid + =  Peraceticacid + (1)
hydrogen peroxide water)

*Corresponding author: lfp@aqua.dtu.dk

Trade solutions contain PAA from 5-40 w/w % (typ-
ically between 10 and 15 %), H,O, and acetate (both
ranging from 15-30%) (Kitis 2004, Munio & Poyatos
2010, Liu et al. 2015).

PAA products have been used for over 60 yr
(Greenspan & MacKellar 1951), and a number of
studies have documented high disinfection efficiency
against viruses, bacteria, fungi, protozoa, spores and
cysts (Baldry 1983, Baldry et al. 1991, Liberti & Notar-
nicola 1999, Kitis 2004, Munio & Poyatos 2010). PAA
has powerful biocidal and biostatic effects, as it forms
free radicals such as hydroxyl (cf. mode of action by
Wessels & Ingmer 2013), is effective at low tempera-
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tures and requires markedly lower dosing (nominal
concentrations) to achieve sufficient inhibition com-
pared to H,O, (Rajala-Mustonen et al. 1997, Flores et
al. 2014). The decay of PAA is controlled by abiotic
factors, primarily the presence of dissolved and or-
ganic particulate matter, transition metals, but also
temperature, pH, salinity and mode of addition.
(Yuan et al. 1997, Pedersen et al. 2013, Liu et al. 2014,
Luukkonen & Pehkonen 2017). PAA forms free radi-
cals in reaction with organic matter and transition
metals, however PAA is considered unspecific in its
mode of action which leaves PAA resistance quite un-
likely (EU 2012). The biocidal effect is a combination
of direct oxidation of cell membranes and destruction
of sulphhydryl (-SH), disulphide (S-S) and double
bonds (C-C) (Droge 2002, Wessels & Ingmer 2013), as
well as protein and enzyme destruction (Block 1991,
Kerkaert et al. 2011). The inhibition of catalases has
been proposed as a mechanism of the synergistic ef-
fect of PAA and H,O, (Flores et al. 2014).

PAA is widely used in various industries (Stampi et
al. 2001, Gehr & Cochrane 2002, Wagner et al. 2002,
Caretti & Lubello 2003). According to Luukkonen &
Pehkonen (2017), the annual global PAA consump-
tion included 29 x 10® Mt for wastewater treatment
and 55 x 10° Mt for the food industry in 2013. PAA
products are also used for ballast water disinfection
(De Lafontaine et al. 2009) and as water disinfectants
in freshwater aquaculture (Meinelt et al. 2015).
Although it is now being considered as a new sus-
tainable and effective disinfectant in seawater (SW)
production systems, there are still knowledge gaps.

The management and control of parasitic infections
are challenging in both land-based and open-sea
aquaculture systems (Rico et al. 2012, Buchmann,
2015, Shinn et al. 2015). The challenges associated
with anti-parasitic drugs encompass not only deliver-
ing the right dose to ensure effective treatment, but
also worker safety, fish welfare issues and concern
about potential adverse environmental effects. Out-
breaks of parasites such as sea lice and gill amoebare-
main a major concern in sea-cage production of
Atlantic salmon Salmo salar (Shinn & Bron 2012, Sva-
sand et al. 2017), posing substantial challenges for
economical, ethical and environmental sustainability.
Hence, there are active initiatives in developing treat-
ment protocols addressing these biological challenges.

From an environmental perspective, easily degrad-
able chemicals which do not form toxic disinfection
by-products or accumulate in aquatic organisms are
preferred (Werschkun et al. 2014). H,0O, fulfils these
criteria and is considered to be the ideal disinfectant,
as it is readily biodegradable and turns into oxygen

and water upon decay (Jancula & Marsalek 2011).
H,0, is currently applied as a chemotherapeutant
against salmon sea lice (Overton et al. 2019). How-
ever, the practice including large volumes used has
recently been questioned due to treatment-related
mortality and adverse environmental effects (Holan
et al. 2017, Bechmann et al. 2019).

The prevalence of amoebic gill disease (AGD),
caused by infestation with gill amoeba Paramoeba
perurans (Adams et al. 2012), has increased marked-
ly in Norway, with recorded cases in several different
geographic locations. Currently, freshwater and H,O,
bathing are the most commonly practiced treatments
for AGD in Norwegian salmon farming. However,
neither treatment appears to be 100 % effective, and
the treatment resolution between laboratory trials
and field practice does not always correspond well.
Nonetheless, treatment with freshwater is more gen-
tle for salmonids and seems to be more effective
against amoeba than treatment with H,O, (Powell et
al. 2015, Hjeltnes et al. 2019).

The anti-parasitic function of PAA against AGD is
currently being investigated, and there are recent
studies of PAA on fish physiology and stress response
(Gesto et al. 2018, Soleng et al. 2019, Liu et al. 2020).
The development of new water disinfection routines
and chemotherapeutants with water as a delivery
matrix requires knowledge of the decay kinetics and
fate of active residues to ensure safe and effective
treatment regimens and to evaluate the potential
adverse environmental impact on the receiving
water bodies. The present study aimed to investigate
central aspects of the chemical behaviour of PAA
when exposed to SW at realistic treatment concentra-
tions. To address this objective, a series of controlled
in situ tests and pilot-scale trials with post-smolt
salmon were conducted to identify the magnitude of
PAA decay and the factors affecting decay kinetics.
The discussion on the implications of the results has
been contextualized for salmon sea cage production,
although the information provided may still be rele-
vant to other farmed marine fish.

2. MATERIALS AND METHODS

The study was divided into small-scale, controlled
batch experiments in beakers (Section 2.1), followed
by pilot-scale trials with Atlantic salmon post-smolts
in full-strength SW mimicking aquaculture condi-
tions (Section 2.2). The trials that involved fish were
performed in accordance with national and EU legis-
lation (2010/63/EU) on animal experimentation.
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2.1. In situ beaker trials
2.1.1. Temperature effect on PAA

The temperature effect on PAA and H,0, degra-
dation was investigated by controlled PAA and
H,0, spiking and subsequent analysis of either PAA
or H,O, residues over time. Briefly, 34 %. SW (piped
water supply from the Skagerrak) was divided into
1000 ml beakers with temperature control and with
magnetic stirring and incubated at 4 different tem-
peratures (5, 10, 15 and 20°C). A nominal PAA con-
centration equivalent to 1.00 mg 1! PAA (fresh
stock solution of 1000 mg 1! made with Divosan
Forte in Milli-Q water) was added and water sam-
ples were analysed after 0, 10, 20, 30, 45, 60, 120,
180 and 240 min. These experiments were made as
true triplicates.

2.1.2. Salinity effect on PAA and H,0, decay

The salinity effect on PAA and H,0, degradation
was investigated in 1000 ml beakers with magnetic
stirring at 20°C. Water salinity matrices (0, 5, 10, 15,
20, 25, 30, 33%0) were made by mixing SW (33 %o
piped water supply from the Skagerrak) with non-
chlorinated municipal tap water (<0.1%o). A nominal
PAA concentration equivalent to 1.00 mg 1! (1.6 mg
I"! H,0,) was added to each beaker (n = 3), and water
samples were analysed after 0, 15, 30, 60, 120, 180
and 240 min.

2.1.3. Light effect on PAA decay

The effect of light on PAA degradation was investi-
gated in a similar set-up as described above. Three
beakers were placed outdoors in direct sunlight and
3 beakers were placed next to these, but shielded by
aluminum foil. Ambient temperature changes were
monitored during the trial. A nominal PAA concen-
tration equivalent to 1.00 mg 1! was added to each
beaker, and water samples were analysed after 0, 5,
15, 30, 60, 120, 180 and 240 min (n = 3).

2.1.4. Decay of acetate and H,O, at elevated
nominal concentrations

H,0, degradation was determined from 2 sets of
experiments: (1) by measuring residual H,O, over a
period of 4 h (sampling at 0.25, 0.5, 1.0, 2, 3 and 4 h.)

at different salinities (see Section 2.1.2) and (2) by
adding H,0, at increasing nominal concentrations
(6.25, 12.5, 25, 50, 100 and 200 mg H,0,17!) into SW
and then measuring subsequent H,O, residues over
a period of 4 h. Decay kinetics of acetate was simi-
larly determined as in the in situ beaker experiments,
by adding either pure acetate (initial concentration
[Co] = 10 mg 1Y) to full-strength SW and taking sam-
ples for residual analysis at 0, 1, 4 and 24 h after addi-
tion. These experiments were conducted at 22°C and
with the use of magnetic stirring.

2.2. Tank trials with SW and
Atlantic salmon post-smolts

Fish were obtained as smolts from a neighbouring
commercial recirculating aquaculture system (RAS).
After the transfer to full-strength SW (33-34 %o) in an
experimental RAS, the fish were fed commercial
diets with a daily ration equivalent to 1.5% body-
weight. The fish were reared under stable and con-
stant conditions for 3 wk prior to experiments, and no
mortality was recorded during the period.

2.2.1. Fish density

The effect of fish density on PAA degradation was
investigated in 8 tanks each holding 300 1 of full-
strength SW (33.5 £ 0.5%0, 15.2 + 0.4°C). The tanks
were stocked with 3 densities (ca. 8.2, 16.5 and 33 kg
m~®) in duplicates as well as 2 control tanks without
fish. Just prior to and during the PAA exposure trial,
water inlets to each tank were stopped to avoid any
loss of PAA due to dilution. Pressurized air was deliv-
ered via air diffusers at the bottom of each tank to
ensure sufficient oxygen and facilitate swift mixing
of PAA. A quantity of 1.6 ml Divosan Forte, equiva-
lent to a nominal PAA concentration of 1.0 mg 1,
was added to a 500 ml beaker with tap water and
immediately distributed at several locations of each
tank. Water samples were collected at fixed times
after PAA spiking (0, 10, 20, 30, 40, 50 and 60 min)
and immediately analysed for PAA.

2.2.2. Nominal PAA concentration exposed to fish

PAA decay Kkinetics were investigated during sim-
ulated water disinfection trials in 10 tanks with 300 1
full-strength SW as described by Soleng et al. (2019)
in 3 trials. In the first 2 trials, PAA at 5 nominal con-
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centrations (Cy = 0.15, 0.30, 0.60, 1.20 and 2.4 mg 17!
PAA) was added, and water samples were collected
after 2, 4, 6, 15, 40 and 58 min and immediately
analysed for PAA residues. The first trial included
transfer of 50 post-smolts (~150 g each) to tanks
with flow-through systems (154 + 0.5°C, pH =
7.8-7.95, oxygen saturation 85-95%). After 25 min
following transfer, water exchange was stopped and
5 min later, PAA was added to each of the closed,
static tanks. The fish were exposed to PAA for 5 min
and were then swiftly netted and returned to recov-
ery tanks while water sampling continued for
another 55 min. The second trial was run 2 wk after
the first trial and was slightly modified, with fewer
fish (i.e. 20 post-smolts of ~160 g) and an extended
exposure period (30 min) before return to recovery
tanks; all other procedures were as described for
the first trial.

Three months later, a slightly modified third trial
was conducted with the addition of PAA at a nominal
concentration of 4.8 mg 1!, The PAA quantity was
added to 2 full-strength SW tanks (500 1 each) hold-
ing post-smolts and sampled and analysed as above
(Soleng et al. 2019).

2.3. Chemical analysis

The concentration of PAA and H,O, in the commer-
cial PAA trade product (Divosan Forte®, Lilleborg)
was analysed by 2 consecutive autotitrations (0.1 M
ceriumsulphate and sulphuric acid reaching transi-
tion at 960 mV to determine H,0O, concentration, fol-
lowed by titration with 0.1 M sodiumthiosulphate to
determine PAA concentration) according to the man-
ufacturer'’s protocol.

Residual PAA in SW samples was immediately
analysed by the DPD method according to Falsanisi
et al. (2006) and Pedersen et al. (2013) by adding
250 pl N,N-diethyl-phenylene-diamine-sulphate salt
(reagent 1) into a 2.5 ml water sample. Thereafter,
250 pl of potassium iodide buffer solution (reagent 2)
were added, gently mixed and allowed to react for
30 s, before the colour intensity was measured on a
Hach Lange 2800D spectrophotometer at 550 nm.
The absorbance values were used to calculate exact
PAA concentration based on a standard curve made
from a 1000 mg 1! PAA stock solution with Milli-Q to
vials with SW (33 %.), and the absorbance was imme-
diately measured to prevent in-vial decay.

H,0, was measured according to the method of
Tanner & Wong (1998) and modified as described by
Arvin & Pedersen (2015) based on salinity-specific

standard curves. Acetate was measured by ion chro-
matography (Metrohm), salinity was measured by
use of a refractometer, and oxygen concentration, pH
and water temperature were measured with a HQ40
multimeter (Hach).

2.4. Data analysis of PAA and H,0, kinetics

Both PAA and H,0, degradation exhibited expo-
nential decay (Newman 1995), and the first-order
decay rate constant (k, h™!) was therefore calculated
using the equation:

Ci=CyxeX (2)

where C; is the concentration of PAA or H,0, at time
t (h), and Cjrepresents the initial concentration. k was
deducted from exponential regression analysis using
concentrations above 0.1 mg 17! only and/or calcu-
lated as the regression coefficient of In-transformed
concentration values versus time using the same set
of data. The half-life (Ti,) was calculated as:

Ty, = In2/k 3)

2.5. Statistics

Statistical analyses were performed in Sigmaplot
13.0 Statistical Software (Systat). The calculated
reaction rate constants and half-lives were subjected
to 1-way ANOVA to test the effect of individual fixed
factors. Pairwise multiple comparisons were made
following the Holm-Sidak method to test for differ-
ences between groups. Data are presented as means
+ SD. All tests were considered statistically signifi-
cant at p < 0.05.

3. RESULTS
3.1. In situ beaker trials
3.1.1. Temperature

PAA decay in all temperature experiments was
exponential (all R? > 0.997, N = 12) and showed min-
imal variation within replicates. Temperature had a
highly significantly positive effect on the decay of
PAA in full-strength SW, with decay rate constants at
0.087 + 0.001 h™* at 5°C and 0.35 + 0.012 h™! at 20°C
(Fig. 1). Corresponding T3, values were significantly
inversely related to temperature, ranging from 8.1 h
at 5°C to 1.9 h at 20°C (p < 0.001; Fig. 2).
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3.1.2. Salinity

At all tested salinities, the PAA concentration de-
clined exponentially over time (N = 24). Salinity sig-
nificantly increased the decay rate of PAA. The
decay rate constants increased linearly {rom
0.099 h7! in freshwater to 0.390 h™! in 33%. SW
(Fig. 3). Corresponding T, values ranged from 6.7 h
in freshwater to 1.7 h in full-strength SW. The rela-
tionship between PAA decay rate constants (y, h™)
and salinity (x, %0 or ppt) was highly significant; lin-
ear regression analysis: y = 0.0094x + 0.1084 (R? =
0.9827, p < 0.01).

3.1.3. Light

The exposure to light increased the decay rate of
PAA in SW compared to under dark conditions. Four
hours after addition of PAA equivalent to 1.0 mg 17},
PAA was measured and ranged from 0.275-0.29 mg
1I"! and from 0.105-0.112 mg 1! PAA under dark and
light conditions, respectively. The decay rate con-
stant under direct light was 0.58 + 0.03 h™* compared
to 0.33+ 0.01 h™! in the dark. Corresponding Ty, val-
ues were 1.2 + 0.06 and 2.1 + 0.05 h, under light and
dark conditions, respectively. The presence of light
caused a temperature increase of 5.2°C after 4 h com-
pared to the systems under darkness (see Section 4).

PAA conc. (mg I)

1.00 7
0.90 1
0.80 1
y = 0.9275¢70-087
0.701 R? =0.9974
0.60 1
y = 0.9583¢0-141
0.501 R? = 0.9991
0.40 y = 1.0247¢70:226¢
R? = 0.9989
0.301
y = 1.0225¢70-3%
0.207 5°C R? = 0.9998
m10°C
0.1071 a15°C
® 20°C
0.00 T T T T T T T 1
0.0 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0 2.5 3.0 3.5 4.0
Time (h)

Fig. 1. Peracetic acid (PAA) decay in full-strength seawater at

4 different temperatures. Symbols reflect average PAA con-

centration (n = 3) with the respective first-order exponential
regression lines (Eq. 2)
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Fig. 2. Calculated PAA half-lives (mean + SD) in full-strength

seawater at 4 different temperatures, based on data from

PAA decay with a nominal concentration of 1 mg 1"! PAA.
Different letters denote significant difference (p < 0.01)
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Fig. 3. Calculated first-order PAA degradation rate constants

(mean + SD; n = 3) according to salinity, based on batch exper-

iments performed at 20°C with nominal PAA concentration at

1 mg 1"'. All data are based on true triplicate experiments.
Different letters denote significant difference (p < 0.05)

3.2. Tank trials with SW
3.2.1. Fish stocking density

Fish biomass increased the degradation of PAA to a
minor degree, though not significantly (p = 0.16) at the
densities tested (Fig. 4). The decay rate constants from
the tanks with 33 kg m~ were ca. 30 % higher com-
pared to the tanks without fish (0.332 vs. 0.249 h™1), cor-
responding to half-lives of 2.1 and 2.8 h, respectively.

3.2.2. Nominal PAA concentration exposed to fish

PAA concentration decreased exponentially in all
22 tanks. At low PAA concentrations (0.15 and
0.30 mg 1! PAA) and at 4.8 mg 1!, some variation
was observed within the same treatments (Fig. 5).
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Fig. 4. Calculated decay rate constants of PAA (mean + SD)

when added to 300 1 tanks (n = 20) with full-strength seawater

and different biomasses (fish densities). Each bar represents a

calculated PAA decay rate constant from an individual tank

trial. The nominal concentration of PAA was 1.0 mg 1!, water
temperature was 15.2-15.8°C

= 0.50 - OTrial 1
:5: 0.45 | o Trial 2
% 0401 o OTrial 3
® 0.35{ o
) %0
§ 0301e° o o
L0254, ¢ ¢ e
©
2 020{00 g

@]
& 045 © °
3
$ 010
< 0.05
£ 0.00

Nominal PAA concentration (mg I

Fig. 5. Calculated decay rate constants PAA derived from tri-
als with addition of PAA to tanks with 300 1 seawater at 15°C
in initial concentrations of 0.15, 0.30, 0.60, 1.20 and 2.4 mg 1!
PAA (n=20). Each symbol represents a calculated PAA decay
rate constant from an individual tank trial. Trial 1 included
25 kg m™3 salmon post-smolts exposed for 5 min, and trial 2 in-
cluded 10 kg post-smolts exposed to PAA for 30 min before
transfer. The grey squares represent a subsequent trial where
4.8 mg 1" PAA was added to 2 tanks with 500 1 seawater
(15°C) in which 15 kg m~ post-smolts were exposed to PAA
for 30 min (n =2)

The decay rates were generally higher in trial 2, al-
though no significant effects of nominal PAA concen-
tration were found. Over the entire nominal concen-
tration range from 0.15 to 4.8 mg 1! PAA, the decay
value ranged from 0.17 to 0.39 h™! with correspon-
ding Ty, values from 1.8 to 3.9 h.

3.3. Degradation of H,0O, and acetate

H,0, degradation rate constants calculated from
the Divosan Forte addition to different salinities ran-

0.00 1.00 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00

0.07 -
A
0.06 -

0.05 ~ %

0.04 - %

0.03 -

0.02 -
001 m
0.00 T T T
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 33

Salinity (%)

0.07 1 B
0.06 -

0.05 -

H»O, decay rate constant (h™")

0.04

0.03

5 |

6.3 125 25 100 200
Nominal H,O, conc. (mg I-7)

Fig. 6. (A) Calculated decay rate constants of H,O, (mean +
SD) derived from beaker experiments at 20°C. Divosan Forte
was added to water samples with different salinities at an ini-
tial concentration (C) of 1 mg 1"t PAA which corresponded to
a C, of 1.6 mg H,0, I"!. (B) Decay rate constants of H,0,
(mean + SD) derived from beaker experiments at 22°C with
different initial H,O, concentration added to full-strength
seawater. Values are based on duplicate experiments, except
C, =50 mg H,0, 17! where an outlier is removed

ged from 0.013 h™! in freshwater to 0.05 h™! at full
strength SW at 20°C (Fig. 6A). There was some vari-
ation within and between salinities, and the de-
gradation was generally positively correlated with
salinity, albeit not statistically significantly. The asso-
ciated T, of H,O, ranged from 15 to 69 h.

Beaker trials with full-strength SW spiked with
H,0, from 5 to 200 mg 17! showed that the decay
rates declined with increasing H,0, start C, (Fig. 6B).
Decay rates ranged from 0.010 to 0.036 h™! corre-
sponding to Ti, up to 3 d.

Acetate concentration in the beakers with SW was
11.0 + 0.1 mg 17! immediately after addition and
10.8 mg 17! after 4 h, and further decreased to 9.8 mg
1-! after 24 h. Degradation rate constants were not
calculated due to the low number of samples.
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4. DISCUSSION
4.1. Factors affecting PAA degradation

Generally, PAA degradation is considered a chem-
ical oxidation process, in contrast to H,O, where
microbial-related enzymatic activity is the main
route of degradation (Arvin & Pedersen 2015). This
difference and its implications are discussed below.

4.1.1. Salinity

The in situ beaker trials conducted with different di-
lutions of SW showed an apparent effect of salinity on
the degradation of PAA. Compared to freshwater, SW
accelerated the PAA degradation 4-fold, with T3, val-
ues in SW below 2 h. As bioavailable organic matter
(BODs < 1 mg 0, 171), pH (7.8-7.95) and temperature
(20°C) were similar in all trials, ion content was the
only difference. PAA degradation is accelerated by
the presence of transition metals (Yuan et al. 1997).
Liu et al. (2014) observed significant PAA degradation
in 10 and 30%. SW but not in 10 and 30%. saltwater
made with NaCl only (Table 1). Howarth (2003) re-
ported Ti, values of PAA in SW as short as 0.5 and

0.3 h when spiked with 1 and 20 mg I=! PAA, respec-
tively (Table 1). All previous studies have shown that
the Ty, values of PAA in saline water are on the order
of 1-5 h, with the exception reported by de Lafontaine
et al. (2009) showing a much lower decay; they
demonstrated that 20 mg 1"! PAA at 0.1-0.5°C took
3-5 d to degrade. The low Ty, are a significant advan-
tage from an environmental point of view, as the
active compound will only remain for a limited period
of time, reducing the likelihood of spreading outside
the area of operation (i.e. sea-cage production).

The chemical reactions of PAA in saline waters in-
clude formation of secondary oxidants during reaction
with halide ions (Shah et al. 2015). The inorganic ion
composition affects the initial PAA consumption and
decay, and the addition of transition metals, i.e. Fe,Cl
or KMnOj, or addition of reducing compounds such as
sodiumthiosulphate may be potential mitigation op-
tions to accelerate PAA decay (Henao et al. 2018b).

4.1.2. Temperature
The disinfection efficacy of PAA is positively corre-

lated with temperature (Stampi et al. 2001); however,
little information is available about temperature

Table 1. Overview of studies on peracetic acid (PAA) decomposition in seawater. Supplementary studies of PAA decomposition in other

water matrices can be found in Luukkonen & Pehkonen (2017). RAS: recirculating aquaculture system

Water source Trade Nominal Degradation Half-lives Remarks Reference
product conc. kinetics

10 and 30 %o Lspez; 1mgl! Exponential decay 0.8 h Product specific Liu et al. (2014)

seawater E250 2h degradation

E400 >5h

10 and 30 %o Lspez E250; 1mg 1™ Linear decay >5h Room temp. Liu et al. (2014)

NaCl solution E400
Seawater AQUA DES 5mg 1 Exponential decay 1.3h Data according to Table 1 Massey (2005)
Seawater AQUADES 50&100mgl? Exponentialdecay 1.9and5h Data according to Table 1 Massey (2005)
Seawater Peraclean 15-20 mg 1™ Linear decay 3-5d Ice-cold seawater De Lafontaine et al.

0.1-0.5°C (2009)
Seawater Peraclean 20 mg 17! Exponential 1-2d 6-7°C De Lafontaine et al.
(2009)

Seawater Sigma Aldrich 2mg1? Linear decay 2-3h Zero-order Chhetri et al. (2014)

(~20%o)
Seawater PERASAN 1mg 1™ Exponential decay 0.5h H,0, measured Howarth (2003)
Seawater PERASAN 20 mg 17! Exponential decay 0.3h H,0, measured Howarth (2003)
Seawater Divosan Forte 1mgl! Exponential decay 1.7-8.1h 5-20°C This study
Seawater Divosan Forte 0.2-4.8mgl™!  Exponential decay 1.8-3.9h 15°C This study
Seawater Aqua Oxides 0.75mg 17! Exponential decay 0.2h 15°C; L. F. Pedersen

commercial RAS with unpubl.
high organic matter
content
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impacts on PAA decay. In this study, we demon-
strated that temperature had a pronounced effect on
the degradation of PAA, with an estimated 9.5%
increase in the decay rate constant per 1°C. This cor-
responds to a 4-fold increase in the temperature
range tested (5-20°C).

Linearregression on the decay rate constants (y, h™})
vs. temperature (x, °C) showed y=0.017x (R*= 0.954).
By applying this equation for very low-temperature
conditions, i.e. 0.5°C as in the case reported by de
Lafontaine et al. (2009), the decay rate constantis reg-
istered at 0.009 h™!, corresponding to a significantly
low Ty, of more than 3 d as reported by the authors.

The temperature effect found in this study is more
marked compared to that reported by Pedersen et al.
(2013), who found the effect of organic matter on
PAA degradation was exceedingly predominant and
thereby masked the sole effect of temperature on
PAA decay.

Temperature fluctuations are common in open-sea
farming, and these environmental alterations may
influence the kinetics of degradation when PAA is
applied in sea cages or well boats. Knowledge of the
effects of temperature on the degradation of PAA
may provide important information that must be
taken into account in its application in the field and
may serve as a correction factor in using PAA at dif-
ferent times of the year and under varying environ-
mental thermal conditions.

4.1.3. Light

The effect of light on PAA degradation demon-
strated in the present study indicates potential in-
volvement of photodegradation or photocatalysis.
The presence of light (i.e. from sunlight) caused an
approximately 20% increase in the degradation of
PAA after 4 h compared to under dark conditions,
with the model corrected for temperature effect. The
effect of light may not have any particular conse-
quences for the treatment efficacy of PAA or impacts
on the environment but indicates a potential addi-
tional decomposition pathway (Block 1991, Zhao et
al. 2008). Higashi et al. (2005) noted that PAA decom-
posed when exposed to UV irradiation at 182 nm.
After 30 s of irradiation, they found that all PAA
(0.02 wt% solution) decomposed within a short pe-
riod of 3 min. There is increasing awareness about
the risk of discharges from the use of chemothera-
peutants in sea cage aquaculture; hence, ways of
how to increase the rate of decay in SW must be
explored. The effects of light on the degradation of

PAA in SW provide implications on how to manage
the discharge after treatment in sea cages, poten-
tially by applying UV irradiation.

4.1.4. Fish density and organic matter

As PAA reacts with organic matter (suspended or
by direct contact with surfaces), the presence of fish
is expected to influence the degradation of PAA. In
the current study, we found a positive correlation
between PAA decay and fish density, but with some
variation and with a modest impact. In freshwater,
Pedersen et al. (2009) found that the Ti, of PAA
dropped by around 40% at 35 kg m~ compared to
tanks without fish, which was more pronounced than
the reduction of 23 % observed in the present study
with SW under similar laboratory conditions. In-
formation on fish density effects on PAA decay is use-
ful and relevant in treatment water planning, empha-
sizing the adjustments needed to take biomass into
account both from treatment and environmental per-
spectives.

The main factor affecting PAA consumption is the
presence of organic matter (Koivunen & Heinonen-
Tanski 2005, Munio & Poyatos 2010, Henao et al.
2018a). The presence of large amounts of organic
matter may lead to an instantaneous consumption of
PAA (Pedersen et al. 2013, Henao et al. 2018b). This
initial oxidative demand can be substantial, and the
initial PAA consumption can be used as a parameter
for a modified kinetic model (Haas & Finch 2001; and
described by Chbhetri et al. 2018 and Henao et al.
2018b). Zero to limited initial PAA consumption was
observed in the present study and a simple first-order
decay model was applied.

In open net-pen operations, organic matter content
is expected to be low and of minor importance,
whereas in land-based RASs with high feed loading,
elevated organic matter content can be the main
driving factor affecting PAA degradation. For exam-
ple, PAA degradation was measured in a commercial
brackish water RAS during water treatment with
PAA (5 ml aqua oxides m~3; Cy = 0.75 mg 1! PAA);
here the degradation rate was found to be 4.26 h,
corresponding to a Ti, of PAA below 10 min (L. F.
Pedersen unpubl. data). From a practical point of
view, contact with organic matter and/or biofilm on
colonized surfaces could be a technical solution to
further facilitate rapid PAA degradation and thereby
reduce the discharge of PAA. A potential solution
could be application of a floating wood chip compart-
ment where PAA-enriched water could be directed,
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hence facilitating rapid degradation when exposed to
large surface areas (von Ahnen & Pedersen 2019). De
Lafontaine et al. (2008) documented a significant
effect of the presence of sediments on PAA degrada-
tion in SW, and this finding can potentially also be
applied.

4.1.5. Concentration of PAA

The PAA concentrations applied in this study re-
flect a realistic concentration range where PAA has
proven treatment efficacy against a number of patho-
gens (Pedersen et al. 2013, Soleng et al. 2019). Fur-
thermore, since PAA is biocidal and very potent, the
threshold level for being toxic to fish species begins
at a relatively low concentration range below 5 mg 17!
PAA (Straus et al. 2018).

Based on the tank trials with full-strength SW, PAA
Cy did not affect the PAA decay rate constants. A
proportionally higher net removal of PAA was
observed when PAA dosing increased, but the decay
rates and Ti, values were fairly consistent (Table 1),
and an inherent consequence of the exponential
decay kinetics.

The implication of PAA decay kinetics can be rele-
vant when planning PAA water treatment regimes,
recalling that treatment efficacy is a combination of
de facto PAA concentration and exposure time (Rach
et al. 1997). In situations dealing with readily de-
gradable disinfectants, successful treatment requires
knowledge of 'unintended’ PAA consumption and
ideally includes analytical verification on site.

4.2. H,0, and acetate degradation

While PAA degradation is primarily governed by
chemical oxidation processes, both H,O, and acetate
rely on microbial activity (Rojas-Tirado et al. 2019).
When applying PAA products, H,O, and acetate are
directly introduced and formed during PAA degrada-
tion, eventually to become O, and CO,. H,0O, degra-
dation is controlled by enzymatic activity (Anderson
& Miller 2001, Mishra & Imlay 2012, Arvin & Peder-
sen 2015), but photo-induced degradation and chem-
ical oxidation have also been reported (Cooper et al.
1994). The concentration of H,O, and hence the
PAA:H,0, ratio can differ substantially from product
to product range-wide (Liu et al. 2015); however,
common PAA and H,0O, concentrations are within
the same order of magnitude. Recalling the low dose
of PAA applied, the associated H,0O, is often on the

order of a few mg H,0, 1", These H,0, concentration
levels are orders of magnitudes below applied anti-
parasitic treatment concentrations of H,O, and hence
are non-toxic (Wessels & Ingmer 2013).

Addition of Divosan Forte (nominal concentration
of H,0, equivalent to 1.6 mg 1!) to water samples
with different salinities showed that H,O, degraded
at low rates, with Ti, of up to 3 d. The degradation of
H,0, increased with salinity, but to a far less extent
than compared to PAA, and more than 1 d was re-
quired to consume the small amount of H,O,. Addi-
tion of technical-grade H,O, (from 6.3 to 200 mg 1™
H,0,) to full-strength SW showed degradation rate
constants from 0.01 to 0.05 h™! (half-life from 15-70 h)
with decreasing half-lives at increasing H,O, concen-
trations. Substantial variation in H,O, degradation
was found in both experiments. The experiments
were performed in July and subsequent similar
analysis of H,O, degradation in SW samples from Oc-
tober showed degradation rates of H,O, below
0.001 h™! at 5 and 50 mg 1! H,0, added. In both
cases, H,O, degradation was tested in SW samples
(incubated to 22°C) without isolating or quantifying
the potential abundance of bacteria and microalgae
and their effect on H,O, degradation (Pedersen et al.
2019). Future studies are therefore needed to investi-
gate to which degree H,0, degradation rates are af-
fected by light and/or seasonal abundance of micro-
organisms in SW samples. A study by de Lafontaine
et al. (2008) showed that presence of sediment in-
creased H,0, degradation initially, but after 1-2 d, no
further H,O, degradation occurred, probably due to
bacterial inactivation (Arvin & Pedersen 2015).

Acetate is an energy-rich and readily biodegrad-
able carbon source for many bacteria and other
microorganisms (Ricao Canelhas et al. 2017). Acetate
is directly transferred to the water during application
of peracetic acid, given the composition of all PAA
products. The addition of 10 mg 1! acetate to SW at
20°C also showed also a marginal decrease in acetate
concentration of 1.1 mg 17! after 24 h corresponding
to a decay rate of 0.004 h™! and a half-life of ~7 d.

The cause of H,O, degradation is primarily related
to bacterial activity, and in this particular case, im-
peded by lack of nutrients and low bacterial activity
present at the start. More research is needed to eval-
uate the degradation of acetate in relation to practi-
cal PAA application and to assess bacterial regrowth
issues (Zhang et al. 2019) and the potential environ-
mental implications (see Section 4.3.). PAA including
acetate abatement by bioaugmentation is an un-
explored option to date, but could potentially be ap-
plied as a measure to neutralize residual compounds.
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4.3. Environmental aspects and management
perspectives using PAA

The rapid decay of PAA may complicate correct
dosing but reduces the exposure risk to the sur-
rounding environment and hence is favourable from
an environmental point of view. The existing antipar-
asitic treatment with H,O, requires a substantially
higher concentration (500- to 1000-fold), and with a
much lower rate of decay, it has recently been found
to be environmentally inexpedient (i.e. effects on
non-target organisms).

There are both differences and similarities be-
tween use of PAA for ballast water disinfection and
aquaculture disinfection/treatment in open net pens
at sea. In both cases, a certain treatment efficacy is
required; for ballast water disinfection, overdosing is
not as critical compared to aquaculture disinfection,
where the dose to be used must not compromise fish
health and welfare. It is inherent that in identifying
the effective treatment dose, these 3 arbitrary criteria
must be taken into consideration: (1) low environ-
mental risk (e.g. degrades rapidly, poses no challen-
ges to non-target organisms); (2) no substantial im-
pact to fish health and welfare; (3) effective against
the target causative agents.

The potential environmental impact of both types
of application is similar; ballast water operates at a
far higher PAA concentration but deals with smaller
water volumes (LaCarbona et al. 2010, Hess-Erga et
al. 2019). In case of excess residues of PAA during de-
ballasting, different mitigating options are available,
such as addition of catalase or the reducing agent
thiosulphate (Luukkonen & Pehkonen 2017). It
remains to be investigated whether additional harm-
less salts/compounds containing transition metals
(i.e. KMnO,) can be applied or whether UV has any
potential to accelerate degradation of PAA, espe-
cially in the field. The environmental impact of the
H,0, related to PAA application is considered negli-
gible considering the diminishing small amount of
H,0, applied compared to commercial sea lice oper-
ation procedures (Adams et al. 2012).

PAA products are often highlighted as degradable
via the rapidly biodegradable acetate. Acetate release
is not critical from a toxicological point of view, but at-
tention has been given to potential bacterial regrowth
(Kitis 2004, Zhang et al. 2019). Sanchez-Ruiz et al.
(1995) confirmed longevity of coliforms after PAA
treatment compared to untreated controls, which was
earlier stressed by Lefevre et al. (1992). More
recently, Stehouwer et al. (2013) documented acetate
consumption and regrowth associated with ballast

water disinfection. Biofilm growth in freshwater tanks
with continuous PAA addition have been observed
(Liu et al. 2017), and even the mode of acetate
addition has been found to affect microbial communi-
ties (Ricao Canelhas et al. 2018). An important benefit
of PAA compared to other chemicals is that PAA does
not cause formation of toxic disinfection by-products.
Henao et al. (2018c) recently published a comprehen-
sive review of the potential ecotoxicological effects of
PAA, in which disinfection by-products were compiled
and a toxicity overview of various aquatic species was
provided. They concluded that PAA does not form
genotoxic or persistent disinfection by-products (see
Shah et al. 2015, for protective effect of H,O, on sec-
ondary oxidants), that bioaccumulation of PAA is un-
likely and that environmental impacts of PAA disin-
fection will be minimal and transient, and that
prolonged exposure to PAA is toxic mainly against
bacteria and algae (Henao et al. 2018c).

5. CONCLUSION

The degradation of PAA is rapid (T, values on the
order of 1-2 h), and Ty, values are lower in saline
water compared to freshwater. PAA degrades via
acetate to CO, and water and does not form toxic by-
products. Moreover, its degradation profile is affec-
ted by several factors including light, salinity, tem-
perature, stocking density and nominal dose. PAA is
far more environmentally advantageous to use than
existing chemical treatments, especially targeting
ectoparasitic infections in fish. Future research is
needed to optimize the full-scale application of PAA
products including measures to reduce PAA and ace-
tate residues. The results presented and discussed
are essential in the eventual use of PAA as a chemo-
therapeutant against diseases affecting salmon dur-
ing the SW stage of production. The factors identified
here must be included in risk analyses that are con-
ducted for the application of PAA to salmon at sea.

Acknowledgements. This study was financed by The Nor-
wegian Seafood Research Fund project PERAGILL (FHF
901472). We thank Ulla Sproegel, Brian Meller, Rasmus Fry-
denlund Jensen and Ole Madvig Larsen of DTU Aqua
(Hirtshals, Denmark) for their assistance in the trials and lab
analyses. Finally, constructive input and comments from
anonymous reviewers are appreciated.

LITERATURE CITED

]iAdams MB, Crosbie PBB, Nowak BF (2012) Preliminary suc-

cess using hydrogen peroxide to treat Atlantic salmon,


https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=22882640&dopt=Abstract

Pedersen & Lazado: Peracetic acid decay in seawater

163

Salmo salar L., affected with experimentally induced
amoebic gill disease (AGD). J Fish Dis 35:839-848
]\(Anderson AJ, Miller CD (2001) Catalase activity and the sur-
vival of Pseudomonas putida, a root colonizer, upon treat-
ment with peracetic acid. Can J Microbiol 47:222-228
]\(Arvin E, Pedersen LF (2015) Hydrogen peroxide decomposi-
tion kinetics in aquaculture water. Aquacult Eng 64:1-7
]%Baldry MGC (1983) The bactericidal, fungicidal and sporici-
dal properties of hydrogen peroxide and peracetic acid.
J Appl Bacteriol 54:417-423
HBaldry MGC, French MS, Slater D (1991) The activity of per-
acetic acid on sewage indicator bacteria and viruses.
Water Sci Technol 24:353-357
ﬁiBechmann RK, Arnberg M, Gomiero A, Westerlund S and
others (2019) Gill damage and delayed mortality of
Northern shrimp (Pandalus borealis) after short time
exposure to anti-parasitic veterinary medicine containing
hydrogen peroxide. Ecotoxicol Environ Saf 180:473-482
Block SS (1991) Peroxygen compounds. In: Block SS (ed)
Disinfection, sterilization, and preservation, 5% edn. Lea
& Febiger, Philadelphia, PA, p 167-181
]%Buchmann K (2015) Impact and control of protozoan para-
sites in maricultured fishes. Parasitology 142:168-177
FCaretti C, Lubello C (2003) Wastewater disinfection with
PAA and UV combined treatment: a pilot plant study.
Water Res 37:2365-2371
]\( Chhetri RK, Thornberg D, Berner J, Gramstad R, Ojstedt U,
Sharma AK, Andersen HR (2014) Chemical disinfection
of combined sewer overflow waters using performic acid
or peracetic acids. Sci Total Environ 490:1065-1072
HChhetri RK, Klupsch E, Andersen HR, Jensen PE (2018)
Treatment of Arctic wastewater by chemical coagulation,
UV and peracetic acid disinfection. Environ Sci Pollut
Res Int 25:32851-32859
Cooper WJ, Shao C, Lean DRS, Gordon AS, Scully FE (1994)
Factors affecting the distribution of H,O, in surface
waters. In: Baker LA (ed) Environmental chemistry of
lakes and reservoirs. Adv Chem Ser 237. American
Chemical Society, Washington, DC, p 391-422
]%De Lafontaine Y, Despatie SP, Wiley C (2008) Effectiveness
and potential toxicological impact of the PERACLEAN®
Ocean ballast water treatment technology. Ecotoxicol
Environ Saf 71:355-369
#De Lafontaine Y, Despatie SP, Veilleux E, Wiley C (2009)
Onboard ship evaluation of the effectiveness and the
potential environmental effects of PERACLEAN® Ocean
for ballast water treatment in very cold conditions. Envi-
ron Toxicol 24:49-65
]\(Drége W (2002) Free radicals in the physiological control of
cell function. Physiol Rev 82:47-95
HEU (2012) Regulation (EU) No 528/2012 concerning the
making available on the market and use of biocidal
products. Evaluation of active substances. Assessment
report: Peracetic acid Product-types 1-6. http://dissemi-
nation.echa.europa.eu/Biocides/ActiveSubstances/1340-
02/1340-02_Assessment_Report.pdf
]\(Falsanisi D, Gehr R, Santoro D, Dell'Erba A, Notarnicola M,
Liberti L (2006) Kinetics of PAA demand and its implica-
tions on disinfection of wastewaters. Water Qual Res J
Can 41:398-409
ﬁiFlores MJ, Lescano MR, Brandi RJ, Cassano AE, Labas MD
(2014) A novel approach to explain the inactivation
mechanism of Escherichia coli employing a commer-
cially available peracetic acid. Water Sci Technol 69:
358-363

ASGehr R, Cochrane D (2002) Peracetic acid (PAA) as a disin-
fectant for municipal wastewaters: encouraging perform-
ance results from physicochemical as well as biological
effluents. Proc Water Environ Fed 2002:182-198

]\(Gesto M, Liu D, Pedersen LF, Meinelt T, Straus DL, Jokum-
sen A (2018) Confirmation that pulse and continuous per-
acetic acid administration does not disrupt the acute
stress response in rainbow trout. Aquacult 492:190-194

Greenspan FP, MacKellar DG (1951) The application of per-
acetic acid germicidal washes to mold control of toma-
toes. Food Technol 5:95-97

Haas CN, Finch GR (2001) Methodologies for the determi-
nation of disinfection effectiveness. American Water
Works Association Research Foundation, Denver, CO

A Henao LD, Cascio M, Turolla A, Antonelli M (2018a) Effect
of suspended solids on peracetic acid decay and bacterial
inactivation kinetics: experimental assessment and defi-
nition of predictive models. Sci Total Environ 643:
936-945

] Henao LD, Compagni RD, Turolla A, Antonelli M (2018b)
Influence of inorganic and organic compounds on the
decay of peracetic acid in wastewater disinfection. Chem
Eng J 337:133-142

A‘Henao LD, Turolla A, Antonelli M (2018c) Disinfection by-
products formation and ecotoxicological effects of efflu-
ents treated with peracetic acid: a review. Chemosphere
213:25-40

ﬁg Hess-Erga OK, Moreno-Andrés J, Enger &, Vadstein O
(2019) Microorganisms in ballast water: disinfection,
community dynamics, and implications for management.
Sci Total Environ 657:704-716

A¢Higashi N, Yokota H, Hiraki S, Ozaki Y (2005) Direct deter-
mination of peracetic acid, hydrogen peroxide, and
acetic acid in disinfectant solutions by far-ultraviolet
absorption spectroscopy. Anal Chem 77:2272-2277

] Hjeltnes B, Bang-Jensen B, Borng G, Haukaas A, Walde CS
(eds) (2019) The health situation in Norwegian aqua-
culture 2018. Norwegian Veterinary Institute report
series nr 6b/2019. https://www.vetinst.no/rapporter-og-
publikasjoner/rapporter/2019/fiskehelserapporten-2018

] Holan AB, Roth B, Breiland MSW, Kolarevic J and others
(2017) Beste praksis for medikamentfrie metoder for lak-
seluskontroll. (MEDFRI)—Faglig sluttrapport. Nofima
rapportserie. https://nofima.brage.unit.no/nofima-xmlui/
handle/11250/24435552show=full

Howarth J (2003) Decay kinetics of peroxyacetic acid (PAA)
and hydrogen peroxide (Perasan, EPA# 63838-2) in a
variety of water matrices. Enviro Tech Chemical Serv-
ices, Modesto, CA

]\(Janéula D, Marsalek B (2011) Critical review of actually
available chemical compounds for prevention and man-
agement of cyanobacterial blooms. Chemosphere 85:
1415-1422

Kerkaert B, Mestdagh F, Cucu T, Aedo PR, Ling SY, De
Meulenaer B (2011) Hypochlorous and peracetic acid
induced oxidation of dairy proteins. J Agric Food Chem
59:907-914

]\'{ Kitis M (2004) Disinfection of wastewater with peracetic
acid: a review. Environ Int 30:47-55

] Koivunen J, Heinonen-Tanski H (2005) Peracetic acid (PAA)
disinfection of primary, secondary and tertiary treated
municipal wastewaters. Water Res 39:4445-4453

] La Carbona S, Viitasalo-Frésen S, Masson D, Sassi J, Pineau
S, Lehtiniemi M, Corroler D (2010) Efficacy and environ-
mental acceptability of two ballast water treatment chem-


https://doi.org/10.1139/w01-002
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aquaeng.2014.12.004
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2672.1983.tb02637.x
https://doi.org/10.2166/wst.1991.0089
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecoenv.2019.05.045
https://doi.org/10.1017/S003118201300005X
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0043-1354(03)00025-3
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2014.05.079
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11356-017-8585-5
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecoenv.2007.10.033
https://doi.org/10.1002/tox.20394
https://doi.org/10.1152/physrev.00018.2001
http://dissemination.echa.europa.eu/Biocides/ActiveSubstances/1340-02/1340-02_Assessment_Report.pdf
https://doi.org/10.2166/wqrj.2006.043
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2010.10.006
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.watres.2005.08.016
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0160-4120(03)00147-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chemosphere.2011.08.036
https://nofima.brage.unit.no/nofima-xmlui/handle/11250/2443555?show=full
https://www.vetinst.no/rapporter-og-publikasjoner/rapporter/2019/fiskehelserapporten-2018
https://doi.org/10.1021/ac0487045
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2018.12.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chemosphere.2018.09.005
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cej.2017.12.074
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2018.06.219
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aquaculture.2018.04.009
https://doi.org/10.2175/193864702785033527
https://doi.org/10.2166/wst.2013.721

164

Aquacult Environ Interact 12: 153-165, 2020

icals and an alkylamine based-biocide. Sci Total Environ
409:247-255

HA'Lefevre F, Audic JM, Ferrand F (1992) Peracetic acid disin-
fection of secondary effluents discharged off coastal sea-
water. Water Sci Technol 25:155-164

Lefevre F, Audic JM, Ferrand F (1992) Peracetic acid disin-
fection of secondary effluents discharged off coastal sea-
water. Water Sci Technol 25:155-164

]%Liberti L, Notarnicola M (1999) Advanced treatment and
disinfection for municipal wastewater reuse in agricul-
ture. Water Sci Technol 40:235-245

HLiu D, Steinberg CEW, Straus DL, Pedersen LF, Meinelt T
(2014) Salinity, dissolved organic carbon and water hard-
ness affect peracetic acid (PAA) degradation in aqueous
solutions. Aquacult Eng 60:35-40

]%Liu D, Straus DL, Pedersen LF, Meinelt T (2015) Comparison
of the toxicity of Wofasteril peracetic acid formulations
E400, E250, and Lspez to Daphnia magna, with emphasis
on the effect of hydrogen peroxide. N Am J Aquacult 77:

128-135

] Liu D, Straus DL, Pedersen LF, Meinelt T (2017) Pulse versus
continuous peracetic acid applications: effects on rain-
bow trout performance, biofilm formation and water

quality. Aquacult Eng 77:72-79

]\(Liu D, Lazado CC, Pedersen LF, Straus DL, Meinelt T (2020)
Antioxidative, histological and immunological responses of
rainbow trout after periodic and continuous exposures to a

peracetic acid-based disinfectant. Aquacult 520:734956

]\(Luukkonen T, Pehkonen SO (2017) Peracids in water treat-
ment: a critical review. Crit Rev Environ Sci Technol 47:
1-39

Massey J (2005) The use of Aqua Des in aquaculture. Report
M-029-05, Solvay, Warrington

#A‘Meinelt T, Phan TM, Behrens S, Wienke A, Pedersen LF, Liu
D, Straus DL (2015) Growth inhibition of Aeromonas
salmonicida and Yersinia ruckeri by disinfectants con-
taining peracetic acid. Dis Aquat Org 113:207-213

]\(Mishra S, Imlay J (2012) Why do bacteria use so many en-
zymes to scavenge hydrogen peroxide? Arch Biochem
Biophys 525:145-160

Munio MM, Poyatos JM (2010) Water disinfection using per-
acetic acid. In: Carrey DM (ed) Water recycling and water
management. Nova Science Publishers, Hauppauge, NY,
p 83-106

Newman CM (1995) Quantitative methods in aquatic eco-
toxicology. Advances in trace substances research. CRC
Press, Boca Raton, FL.

]\< Overton K, Dempster T, Oppedal F, Kristiansen TS, Gis-
mervik K, Stien LH (2019) Salmon lice treatments and
salmon mortality in Norwegian aquaculture: a review.
Rev Aquacult 11:1398-1417

A‘Pedersen LF, Pedersen PB, Nielsen JL, Nielsen PH (2009) Per-
acetic acid degradation and effects on nitrification in recir-

culating aquaculture systems. Aquaculture 296:246-254

]\(Pedersen LF, Meinelt T, Straus DL (2013) Peracetic acid
degradation in freshwater aquaculture systems and pos-
sible practical implications. Aquacult Eng 53:65-71

]%Pedersen LF, Rojas-Tirado P, Arvin E, Pedersen PB (2019)
Assessment of microbial activity in water based on
hydrogen peroxide decomposition rates. Aquacult Eng
85:9-14

ﬁiPowell MD, Reynolds P, Kristensen T (2015) Freshwater
treatment of amoebic gill disease and sea-lice in seawa-
ter salmon production: considerations of water chemistry
and fish welfare in Norway. Aquaculture 448:18-28

A‘Rach JJ, Gaikowski MP, Olson JJ (1997) Importance of ana-
lytically verifying chemical treatments. Prog Fish-Cult
59:222-228

A‘Rajala-Mustonen RL, Toivola PS, Heinonen-Tanski H (1997)
Effects of peracetic acid and UV irradiation on the inacti-
vation of coliphages in wastewater. Water Sci Technol
35:237-241

Rajala-Mustonen RL, Toivola PS, Heinonen-Tanski H (1997)
Effects of peracetic acid and UV irradiation on the inacti-
vation of coliphages in wastewater. Water Sci Technol
35:237-241

Ricao Canelhas M, Andersson M, Eiler A, Lindstrom ES,
Bertilsson S (2017) Influence of pulsed and continuous
substrate inputs on freshwater bacterial community com-
position and functioning in bioreactors. Environ Micro-
biol 19:5078-5087

] Rico A, Satapornvanit K, Haque MM, Min J, Nguyen PT,
Telfer TC, Van Den Brink PJ (2012) Use of chemicals and
biological products in Asian aquaculture and their poten-
tial environmental risks: a critical review. Rev Aquacult
4:75-93

,\'{ Rojas-Tirado P, Pedersen PB, Vadstein O, Pedersen LF
(2019) Microbial dynamics in RAS water: effects of ad-
ding acetate as a biodegradable carbon-source. Aqua-
cult Eng 84:106-116

’\( Sénchez-Ruiz C, Martinez-Royano S, Tejero-Monzén I
(1995) An evaluation of the efficiency and impact of raw
wastewater disinfection with peracetic acid prior to
ocean discharge. Water Sci Technol 32:159-166

AShah AD, Liu ZQ, Salhi E, Héfer T, von Gunten U (2015) Per-
acetic acid oxidation of saline waters in the absence and
presence of H,O,: secondary oxidant and disinfection
byproduct formation. Environ Sci Technol 49:1698-1705

Shinn AP, Bron JE (2012) Considerations for the use of anti-
parasitic drugs in aquaculture. In: Austin B (ed) Infec-
tious disease in aquaculture. Woodhead Publishing,
Cambridge, p 190-217

] Shinn AP, Pratoomyot J, Bron JE, Paladini G, Brooker EE,
Brooker AJ (2015) Economic costs of protistan and meta-
zoan parasites to global mariculture. Parasitology 142:
196-270

] Soleng M, Johansen LH, Johnsen H, Johansson GS and oth-
ers (2019) Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar) mounts systemic
and mucosal stress responses to peracetic acid. Fish
Shellfish Immunol 93:895-903

]% Stampi S, De Luca G, Zanetti F (2001) Evaluation of the effi-
ciency of peracetic acid in the disinfection of sewage
effluents. J Appl Microbiol 91:833-838

A Stehouwer PP, van Slooten C, Peperzak L (2013) Microbial
dynamics in acetate-enriched ballast water at different
temperatures. Ecotoxicol Environ Saf 96:93-98

Straus DL, Meinelt T, Liu D, Pedersen, LF (2018) Toxicity of
peracetic acid to fish: variation among species and impact
of water chemistry. J World Aquacult Soc 49:715-724

Svasand T, Grefsrud ES, Karlsen @, Kvamme BO, Glover KS,
Husa V, Kristiansen TS (eds) (2017) Risikorapport norsk
fiskeoppdrett 2017. Fisken og havet, seernr. 2-2017

]\'{ Tanner PA, Wong AYS (1998) Spectrophotometric determi-
nation of hydrogen peroxide in rainwater. Anal Chim
Acta 370:279-287

von Ahnen M, Pedersen PB (2019) Addressing unsolved
questions regarding denitrifying woodchip bioreactor
operation at RAS. In: Dalsgaard J (ed) 5% NordicRAS
Workshop on Recirculating Aquaculture Systems. Tech-
nical University of Denmark, p 50


https://doi.org/10.2166/wst.1992.0347
https://doi.org/10.2166/wst.1999.0596
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aquaeng.2014.03.006
https://doi.org/10.1080/15222055.2014.976682
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aquaeng.2017.03.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aquaculture.2020.734956
https://doi.org/10.1080/10643389.2016.1272343
https://doi.org/10.3354/dao02847
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.abb.2012.04.014
https://doi.org/10.1111/raq.12299
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aquaculture.2009.08.021
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aquaeng.2012.11.011
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0003-2670(98)00273-6
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecoenv.2013.06.027
https://doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-2672.2001.01451.x
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.fsi.2019.08.048
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0031182014001437
https://doi.org/10.1021/es503920n
https://doi.org/10.2166/wst.1995.0224
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aquaeng.2018.12.010
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1753-5131.2012.01062.x
https://doi.org/10.2166/wst.1997.0740
https://doi.org/10.1577/1548-8640(1997)059%3C0222%3AIOAVCT%3E2.3.CO%3B2
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aquaculture.2015.05.027
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aquaeng.2019.01.001

Pedersen & Lazado: Peracetic acid decay in seawater

165

\,

]<Wagner M, Brumelis D, Gehr R (2002) Disinfection of waste-
water by hydrogen peroxide or peracetic acid: develop-
ment of procedures for measurement of residual dis-
infectant and application to a physicochemically treated

municipal effluent. Water Environ Res 74:33-50

#Werschkun B, Banerji S, Basurko OC, David M, Fuhr F,
Gollasch S, Kehrer A (2014) Emerging risks from ballast
water treatment: the run-up to the International Ballast
Water Management Convention. Chemosphere 112:
256-266

]\(Wessels S, Ingmer H (2013) Modes of action of three dis-

infectant active substances: a review. Regul Toxicol

Editorial responsibility: Catriona MacLeod,
Hobart, Tasmania, Australia

Pharmacol 67:456-467

#¢Yuan Z, Ni Y, Van Heiningen ARP (1997) Kinetics of the per-
acetic acid decomposition: Part II: pH effect and alkaline
hydrolysis. Can J Chem Eng 75:42-47

A‘Zhang C, Brown PJ, Miles RJ, White TA, Grant DG, Stalla D,
Hu Z (2019) Inhibition of regrowth of planktonic and bio-
film bacteria after peracetic acid disinfection. Water Res
149:640-649

]\'{ Zhao X, Cheng K, Hao J, Liu D (2008) Preparation of per-
acetic acid from hydrogen peroxide, part II: Kinetics for
spontaneous decomposition of peracetic acid in the liquid
phase. J Mol Catal Chem 284:58-68

Submitted: October 21, 2019; Accepted: February 18, 2020
Proofs received from author(s): April 5, 2020


https://doi.org/10.2175/106143002X139730
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chemosphere.2014.03.135
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.yrtph.2013.09.006
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.molcata.2008.01.003
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.watres.2018.10.062
https://doi.org/10.1002/cjce.5450750109

