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Despite its democratic structure, Japan’s government has been domi-
nated by a single party, the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), since 1955.
This book offers an explanation for why, even in the face of great dis-
satisfaction with the LDP, no opposition party has been able to offer
itself as a credible challenger. Understanding such failure is important
for many reasons, from its effect on Japanese economic policy to its im-
plications for what facilitates democratic responsiveness more broadly.
The principal explanations for opposition failure in Japan focus on
the country’s culture and electoral system. This book offers a new in-
terpretation, arguing that a far more plausible explanation rests on the
predominance in Japan of clientelism, combined with a centralized gov-
ernment structure and electoral protection for groups that benefit from
clientelism. Although the central case in the book is Japan, the analysis
is also comparative and applies the framework cross-nationally.

Ethan Scheiner is an assistant professor in the Department of Political
Science at the University of California, Davis. He received a Ph.D. in
political science from Duke University in 200t1. He has been a visiting
scholar at Keio University (Mita) in Tokyo, Japan; an advanced research
(postdoctoral) Fellow in the Program on U.S.-Japan Relations at Har-
vard University (2001-2); and a postdoctoral Fellow at the Stanford
Institute for International Studies (2002—4). His work examines par-
ties and elections within both Japan-specific and explicitly comparative
contexts. He has published articles on political parties, elections, and
electoral systems in the British Journal of Political Science, Comparative
Political Studies, Electoral Studies, and Legislative Studies Quarterly.
His analyses of recent Japanese elections appears (in Japanese) in Fore-
sight Magazine in Japan.
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ELECTORAL SYSTEM TERMS

PR
SMD
SNTV/MMD

JAPAN

CGP
DPJ
DSP
HC
HR
jcp
JNP
JSP
LDP
NFP
NLC
SDL
SDP

AUSTRIA

FPO
OVP
SPO

proportional representation
single member district
single nontransferable vote in multimember districts

Clean Government Party (Komeito)

Democratic Party of Japan (Minshuto)

Democratic Socialist Party (Minshato)

House of Councillors (also called the Upper House)
House of Representatives (also called the Lower House)
Japan Communist Party (Nibon Kyésanto)

Japan New Party (Nibon Shinto)

Japan Socialist Party (Nibon Shakaito)

Liberal Democratic Party (Jiyi-Minshuto)

New Frontier Party (Shinshinto)

New Liberal Club (Shin Jiyi Kurabu)

Social Democratic League (Shakai Minshu Rengo)
Social Democratic Party (formerly the JSP) (Shakai
Minshuto)

Freedom Party of Austria (Freibeitliche Partei Osterreichs)
Austrian People’s Party (Osterreichs Volkspartei)
Social Democratic Party (Sozialistische Partei Osterreichs)
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xii Abbreviations

BRAZIL

PSD Social Democratic Party (Partido Social Democrdtico)
PT Workers Party (Partido dos Trabalbadores)

GERMANY

CDU/CSU Christian Democratic Union/Christian Social Union
(Christlich Demokratische Union/Christlich Soziale Union)

SPD Social Democratic Party (Sozialdemokratische Partei
Deutschlands)

ITALY

DC Christian Democratic Party (Democrazia Cristiana)

PCI Italian Communist Party (Partito Communista Italiano)

PSI Italian Socialist Party (Partito Socialista Italiano)

MEXICO

PAN National Action Party (Partido Accion Nacional)

PRD Party of the Democratic Revolution (Partido de la
Revolucion Democratica)

PRI Institutional Revolutionary Party (Partido Revolucionario
Institucional)

SWEDEN

SAP Social Democratic Party (Sveriges Socialdemokratiska
Arbetarparti)

TAIWAN

DPP Democratic People’s Party (Minchuchinputang)

KMT Nationalist People’s Party (Kuomintang)

OTHER ACRONYMS

DID densely inhabited districts (common measure of urban-ness)
FECL Foreign Exchange and Control Law
FIL Foreign Investment Law
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FILP Fiscal Investment and Loan Program
GDP gross domestic product
GNP gross national product
JEDS Japan Elections and Democracy Study
JES Japan Election Studies
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