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HISTOP-01-10-0046 - "Deposition of complement C3c, IgG and 
IgG4 at the basement membrane of pancreatic ducts and acini in 
autoimmune pancreatitis" 
 

Dear Professor Wells, 

We are grateful for your positive evaluation of our manuscript and 

the valuable critique of the reviewers.  

 

Attached please find the revised manuscript that we would like to 

resubmit. All changes that were made are marked in red. Besides, 

some small changes in the spelling and wording were made, but 

these are not marked in red.  

 

Our point-by-point response to the comments of the two reviewers 

is as follows: 
 

Referee: 1 

Point 1: “It is accepted that the alcoholic pancreatitis group was a 

well defined clinical group. Would it have been possible to include 

other types of pancreatitis? Perhaps the authors could explain why 

they only included alcoholic pancreatitis in their control group.“ 

 

On page 9, at the end of paragraph 1, we have added an explana-

tion why pancreatic tissues from patients with alcoholic chronic 

pancreatitis were chosen as control material. 

 

Afdeling for Klinisk Patologi 
Winsløwparken 15 
5000 Odense C 
Denmark 
 
Kontakt: Dr. Sönke Detlefsen, MD, PhD 
                 
E-mail: 
S.Detlefsen@gmx.net 
sonke.detlefsen@ouh.fyns-amt.dk 
 
Phone: +45 6541 4343  
Fax: +45 6612 2783 
 
6. marts 2010 
Side 1/3 

Professor Michael Wells 

Editor-in-Chief 

Histopathology 
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Point 2: “The pictures are clear and illustrate the findings well. In the abstract it is stated 

that "......IgG and IgG4 were deposited at the collagen IV positive basement membrane 

of small and medium-sized pancreatic and bile ducts and also of acini." It is accepted 

that the IgG4 may be present along the BM, assuming that subepithelial localisation 

indicates BM deposition. However, double staining for IgG4 and basement membrane 

antigens is not recorded or shown. Was it done? Again the text of the results section 

concludes that there was BM localisation of IgG4. The evidence that IgG4 is indeed 

present in the BM or, specifically, in the collagen IV positive basement membrane, 

should perhaps be discussed in a little more detail. Similarly, the methods and results 

section might elaborate on the way in which the basement membrane was identified. Is 

subepithelial localisation a completely reliable guide? Unless there is stronger evidence 

that the IgG4 is localised in the collagen IV positive BM, a more cautious statement may 

be appropriate, particularly in the abstract.“ 

 

We have added a new series of illustrations (Figure 4D-F in the revised manuscript), showing the 

colocalization of C3c and IgG4 with BM-associated collagen IV in AIP. Figure 3G-I of the original 

manuscript (showing already the colocalization of C3c with collagen IV) is now labelled Figure 4A-

C, and Figure 4 of the original manuscript is labelled Figure 5. 

 

 
Point 3: “A few US spellings are used. These need to be altered (e.g., "etiology" on 

page 3).“ 

 

We changed a few US spellings to British spelling.  

 
Point 4: “Some minor typographical errors are present, e.g., misplaced full stops on 

page 10. “ 

 

We apologize for the typographical errors and hope to have eliminated all of them in the revised 

manuscript.  

 
Referee: 2 

Point 1: “In the 'Abstract', the authors describe findings of previous work on IgG4-related 

interstitial nephritis within the 'Aims' section. However, the fact that this is previous work 

and not work from the current study needs to be made clear, with improved wording.“ 

 

We have improved the wording in the introduction of the abstract, making it clear that we refer to 

work of others. 
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Point 2: “In the 'Patients and Methods', it could be made slightly clearer at the bottom of 

page 4 if the seventh patient was described with a phrase such as 'In addition, a 

seventh patient was included, diagnosed with ....', or similar wording.“ 

 

We have left the wording of the sentence of the bottom of page 4 unchanged, since we think it 

reads better then the proposal by referee two. 

 

We hope that our changes meet your expectations. 

 

Besides, I wish to state that 

 

(a) the work is original;  

(b) the work has not been, and will not be published, in whole, or in part, in any other journal; 

(c) and all the authors have agreed to the contents of the manuscript in its submitted form. 

 

Kind regards, 

sincerely yours, 

Sönke Detlefsen 
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