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Determination of the Strange-Quark Density of the Proton from ATLAS Measurements
of theW ! ‘� and Z ! ‘‘ Cross Sections

G. Aad et al.*

(ATLAS Collaboration)
(Received 19 March 2012; published 5 July 2012)

AQCD analysis is reported of ATLAS data on inclusiveW� and Z boson production in pp collisions at

the LHC, jointly with ep deep-inelastic scattering data from HERA. The ATLAS data exhibit sensitivity

to the light quark sea composition and magnitude at Bjorken x� 0:01. Specifically, the data support the

hypothesis of a symmetric composition of the light quark sea at low x. The ratio of the strange-to-down

sea quark distributions is determined to be 1:00þ0:25
�0:28 at absolute four-momentum transfer squared Q2 ¼

1:9 GeV2 and x ¼ 0:023.

DOI: 10.1103/PhysRevLett.109.012001 PACS numbers: 12.38.Qk, 13.38.Be, 13.38.Dg, 14.20.Dh

Little is known about the strange-quark distribution in
the proton. Flavor SUð3Þ symmetry suggests that the three
light sea quark distributions are equal. However, the
strange quarks may be suppressed due to their larger
mass. The nucleon strange density plays an important
role for a number of physics processes, ranging from
measurements at proton-proton colliders of W boson pro-
duction associated with charm jets [1] and of the W boson
mass [2], to the formation of strange matter [3] and neu-
trino interactions at ultrahigh energies [4].

Knowledge of the parton distribution functions (PDFs)
of the proton comes mainly from deep-inelastic lepton
proton scattering experiments covering a broad range of
Q2, the absolute four-momentum transfer squared, and of
Bjorken x. The PDFs are determined from data using
perturbative quantum chromodynamics (pQCD). The re-
gion x & 0:01 is primarily constrained by the precise mea-
surement of the proton structure function F2ðx;Q2Þ at
HERA [5], which determines a specific combination of
light quark and antiquark distributions. However, the flavor
composition of the total light sea, x� ¼ 2xð �uþ �dþ �sÞ,
has not been determined at these x values.

The strange-quark distribution has been accessed in
charged current neutrino scattering through the subpro-
cesses Wþs ! c and W� �s ! �c. This measurement has
been made by the NuTeV [6] and CCFR [7] experiments,
providing information on the strange and antistrange den-
sity at x� 0:1 and Q2 � 10 GeV2. However, the interpre-
tation of these data is sensitive to uncertainties from charm
fragmentation and nuclear corrections. The analyses
of Refs. [8–11] suggest strangeness suppression, with
�s= �d & 0:5, whereas the analysis of Ref. [12] is consistent

with �s= �d ’ 1 (unsuppressed strangeness). Recent
HERMES kaon multiplicity data [13] point to a strong
x dependence of the strange-quark density and a rather
large value of xðsþ �sÞ at x ’ 0:04 and Q2 ’ 1:3 GeV2.
However, the interpretation of these data depends on the
knowledge of the fragmentation of strange quarks to K
mesons at low Q2.
In the present Letter it is shown that the differential

measurements of the inclusive W� and Z boson cross
sections at the LHC, recently performed by the ATLAS
collaboration using 35 pb�1 of pp collision data recorded
in 2010 [14], provide new constraints on the strange-quark
distribution at high scale, Q2 �M2

W;Z, which imply con-

straints at lowQ2 through pQCD evolution. Because of the
weak couplings of the quarks involved, complementary
information to F2 is provided which also constrains x�.
A quantity of special interest is the ratio of the (Wþ þW�)
and Z cross sections which is sensitive to the flavor com-
position of the quark sea [12,15,16] and is rather insensi-
tive to the influence of higher order pQCD corrections [17].
The inclusive electromagnetic and weak Drell-Yan scatter-
ing process is theoretically well understood [18,19]. The
parton distribution analysis is performed here in next-to-
next-to leading order (NNLO) QCD using the ATLAS data
jointly with inclusive deep-inelastic scattering data from
HERA.
The combined e�p cross-section measurements of H1

and ZEUS [5] cover a kinematic range of Q2 from near
1 GeV2 to above 104 GeV2 and of x from �0:6 down to
10�4. The ATLAS data access a kinematic range pre-
scribed by the boson masses, MW;Z, and the proton beam

energy, Ep ¼ 3:5 TeV, corresponding to Q2 ’ M2
W;Z and

an x range 0:001 & x & 0:1, with a mean x ¼ MZ=2Ep ¼
0:013 for the Z boson. The W� and Z boson differential
cross sections have been measured [14] as functions of the
W decay lepton (e, �) pseudorapidity, �l, and of the Z
boson rapidity, yZ, respectively, with an experimental pre-
cision of typically ð1–2Þ% in each bin. The absolute nor-
malization of the three cross sections is known to within
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3.4%. Many systematic uncertainties on the measurements
of the W� and Z boson cross sections are fully correlated.
These correlations are taken into account in the analysis.

The present QCD analysis uses the HERAFITTER frame-
work [5,20,21]. The light quark coefficient functions are
calculated to NNLO as implemented in QCDNUM [22]. The
contributions of heavy quarks are calculated in the general-
mass variable-flavor-number scheme of Refs. [23,24]. The
electroweak parameters and corrections relevant for the W
and Z boson production processes are determined follow-
ing the procedure described in Ref. [14], and the results are
cross-checked between the FEWZ [19] and the DYNNLO [18]
programs. The HERAFITTER package uses the APPLGRID

code [25] interfaced to the MCFM program [26] for fast
calculation of the differentialW and Z boson cross sections
at NLO and a K-factor technique to correct from NLO to
NNLO predictions. The data are compared to the theory
using the �2 function defined in Refs. [27–29].

The evolution equations yield the PDFs at any value of
Q2 given that they are parametrized as functions of x at an
initial scale Q2

0. In the present analysis, this scale is chosen

to be Q2
0 ¼ 1:9 GeV2 such that it is below the charm mass

threshold m2
c. The heavy quark masses are chosen to be

mc ¼ 1:4 GeV and mb ¼ 4:75 GeV. The strong coupling
constant is fixed to �SðMZÞ ¼ 0:1176, as in Ref. [5]. A
minimum Q2 cut of Q2

min � 7:5 GeV2 is imposed on the

HERA data.
The quark distributions at the initial scale are repre-

sented by the generic form

xqiðxÞ ¼ Aix
Bið1� xÞCiPiðxÞ; (1)

where PiðxÞ denotes polynomials in powers of x. The
parametrized quark distributions, xqi, are chosen to be
the valence quark distributions (xuv, xdv) and the light
antiquark distributions (x �u, x �d, x�s). The gluon distribution

is parametrized with the more flexible form xgðxÞ ¼
Agx

Bgð1� xÞCgPgðxÞ � A0
gx

B0
gð1� xÞC0

g , where C0
g is set

to 25 to suppress negative contributions at high x. The
parameters Auv and Adv are fixed using the quark counting

rule and Ag using the momentum sum rule. The normal-

ization and slope parameters, A and B, of �u and �d are set
equal such that x �u ¼ x �d at x ! 0. Terms are added in the
polynomial expansion PiðxÞ only if required by the data,
following the procedure described in Ref. [5]. This leads to
one additional term, PuvðxÞ ¼ 1þ Euvx

2.

Two types of NNLO fit, termed epWZ, are performed
with different treatments of strangeness. First, the strange-
quark distribution is fully coupled to the down sea quark
distribution and suppressed by fixing �s= �d ¼ 0:5 at the
initial scale Q2

0 (‘‘fixed �s fit’’) as suggested by

Refs. [5,8–11]. In a second fit, x�s is parametrized as in
Eq. (1), with P�s ¼ 1 and B�s ¼ B �d, leaving two free
strangeness parameters, As andCs (‘‘free �s fit’’). By default
it is assumed that xs ¼ x �s.

Both fits result in good overall �2=NDF values of
546:1=567 with 13 free parameters, for fixed �s, and of
538:4=565 with 15 free parameters, for free �s. For the fixed
�s fit, the partial �2 of the ATLAS data is 44.5 for 30
data points. This improves significantly to 33.9 for the fit
with free �s. This fit determines the value of rs¼0:5ðsþ �sÞ= �d
to be

rs ¼ 1:00� 0:20 exp�0:07modþ0:10
�0:15par

þ0:06
�0:07�S � 0:08th;

(2)

at Q2
0 and x ¼ 0:023, the x value, which corresponds to

x ¼ 0:013 at Q2 ¼ M2
Z as a result of QCD evolution. The

combined result is rs ¼ 1:00þ0:25
�0:28.

The uncertainty of rs, Eq. (2), is dominated by the
experimental (exp) uncertainty, which is mostly driven
by the statistical and systematic uncertainties of the W
and Z cross-section measurements. The model (mod) un-
certainty includes effects due to variations (1:25<mc <
1:55 GeV and 4:5<mb < 5:0 GeV) of the charm and
beauty quark masses following Ref. [30], of the minimum
Q2 cut value (5<Q2

min < 10 GeV2), and the value of the

starting scale (Q2
0 lowered to 1:5 GeV2). The largest con-

tribution to the model uncertainty of�0:05 comes from the
variation of the charm quark mass. The parametrization
(par) uncertainty corresponds to the envelope of the results
obtained with the polynomials Pi, in Eq. (1), extended by
one or two terms, resulting in somewhat different parton
distributions with similar �2 as for the nominal fit. The
parametrization uncertainty also includes a fit with B �s free.
The �s uncertainty corresponds to a variation of �sðMZÞ
from 0.114 to 0.121. Finally, a theoretical (th) uncertainty
is assessed by comparing the DYNNLO and FEWZ predic-
tions on the Z, Wþ, and W� fiducial cross sections, which
agree at the level of 0.2, 0.5, and 1.0%, respectively. In
addition, remaining missing pure electroweak corrections
may alter the QCD predictions at the per-thousand level.
Both effects are well covered by an uncertainty of 1% on
theW=Z cross-section ratio and this results in a theoretical
uncertainty on rs of 0.08.
The fits impose small shifts, typically much smaller than

1 standard deviation, on the correlated systematic uncer-
tainties of the data. The global normalization is observed to
be shifted upward for both fits by about the size of the
luminosity measurement uncertainty. TheW� and Z cross-
section measurements are compared in Fig. 1 to the NNLO
fit results, after these shifts are applied to the predictions.
Also shown are the ratios of the fits with free �s and with
fixed �s. It is apparent that the enhanced strange-quark
fraction in the free �s fit has no significant effect on the
prediction of the �l distributions for both the Wþ and W�
decay leptons, while it leads to an improvement in the
prediction of the yZ distribution. An improvement is also
observed in the description of the ratio of the (Wþ þW�)
to the Z boson cross sections in the fiducial phase space.
This is predicted to be 11.10 in the fit with fixed �s, while
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the measured value of 10:70� 0:15 is almost exactly
reproduced in the fit with free �s, which gives a value
of 10.74.

In order to check the robustness of the present result for
rs, a series of cross-checks is performed. A fit without
allowing an adjustment of the correlated errors yields a
value of rs ¼ 0:97� 0:26 exp, in good agreement with
Eq. (2). A fit with identical input parameters is repeated
at NLO and also yields a consistent result: rs ¼ 1:03�
0:19 exp. If this NLO fit is performed with a massless
heavy quark treatment then rs ¼ 1:05� 0:19 exp is ob-
tained. In a separate NLO study, the constraint ðx �u�
x �dÞ ! 0 for x ! 0 is relaxed. The x �dðxÞ distribution
is found to be consistent with x �uðxÞ, albeit with large
uncertainties (� 15% at x� 0:01 and Q2

0). The fraction

of strangeness is again consistent with unity, rs ¼ 0:96�
0:25 exp. Finally the data are fitted, to NNLO, with sepa-
rate strange and antistrange normalizations. The resulting
value of rs is consistent with unity and the ratio �s=s is
0:93� 0:15 exp at x ¼ 0:023 and Q2 ¼ Q2

0.

W, Z cross-section measurements performed at the
Tevatron may potentially have sensitivity to rs similar to
that of the ATLAS data. A NLO fit to the HERA with the
CDFW asymmetry [31] and Z rapidity [32] data gives rs ¼
0:66� 0:29 exp at a mean x of about 0.081. This is con-
sistent within uncertainties with both suppressed strange-
ness and with the present result. A NLO fit to the combined
HERA, ATLAS, and CDF data yields rs ¼ 0:95�
0:17 exp.

The provision of the full differential cross sections for
both Wþ, W�, and Z boson production, besides the ep
cross sections, is essential for the determination of xs: if
the ATLAS Z cross-section data are fitted together with the
ATLAS W charge asymmetry data, rather than with the
separate Wþ and W� cross-section measurements, a less
precise result is obtained with rs ¼ 0:92� 0:31 exp.

In Fig. 2 the present result for rs is compared with
predictions obtained from four global PDF determinations.

The CT10 (NLO) [12] determination gives a large fraction
consistent with the present result. On the other hand, the
MSTW08 [8] and ABKM09 [9] determinations give a
much lower value of rs ’ 0:5, and the NNPDF2.1 [10,11]
result of rs ’ 0:25 is even lower.
The enlarged fraction of the strange-quark sea leads to a

decrease of the down and up quark sea densities at the
initial scale Q2

0, because x �s, x
�d, and x �u are tied together at

low x by the precise F2 data. In compensation for the
increase of x�s, the x �d and x �u distributions are diminished
by ’ 10%. The total sea, x�, is correspondingly enhanced
by ’ 8%, as illustrated in Fig. 3.
The result on rs, Eq. (2), evolves to

rs¼1:00�0:07exp�0:03modþ0:04
�0:06par�0:02�S�0:03th

(3)

at Q2 ¼ M2
Z and x ¼ 0:013, corresponding to a value of

rsð0:013;M2
ZÞ ¼ 1:00þ0:09

�0:10, which is more than twice as

precise as at the initial scale Q2
0. Uncertainties are smaller

atQ2 ¼ M2
Z because the gluon splitting probability into q �q

pairs is flavor independent, thus reducing any initial flavor
asymmetries. This also causes rs to increase from 0.5 atQ2

0

to a value of about 0.8 at Q2 ¼ M2
Z in the fixed �s fit.

sr
-0.2 0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1 1.2 1.4

ABKM09
NNPDF2.1
MSTW08
CT10 (NLO)

total uncertainty
experimental uncertainty

ATLAS, x=0.0232 = 1.9 GeV2Q sepWZ free 

FIG. 2 (color online). Predictions for the ratio rs ¼ 0:5ðsþ
�sÞ= �d, at Q2 ¼ 1:9 GeV2, x ¼ 0:023. Points: global fit results
using the PDF uncertainties as quoted; bands: this analysis; inner
band, experimental uncertainty; outer band, total uncertainty.
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FIG. 1 (color online). Differential d�=dj�‘þj (left) and d�=dj�‘� j (middle) cross-section measurements forW ! ‘� and d�=djyZj
cross-section measurement for d�=djyZj (right). The error bars represent the statistical and uncorrelated systematic uncertainties
added in quadrature while the theoretical curves are adjusted to the correlated error shifts (see text). The NNLO fit results with free and
fixed strangeness are also indicated, and their ratios are shown in the panels below the cross-section plots.
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In summary, a NNLO pQCD analysis is presented of the
first differential ATLAS W�, Z pp cross sections with
HERA e�p data. The W, Z measurements introduce a
novel sensitivity to the strange-quark density at x� 0:01,
which is exploited here. The ratio of the strange-to-down
sea quark density is found to be rs ¼ 1:00þ0:25

�0:28, at Bjorken

x ¼ 0:023 and the initial scale of the QCD fit Q2
0 ¼

1:9 GeV2. This is consistent with the prediction that the
light quark sea at low x is flavor symmetric. A consequence
of this initial observation is that the total sea, x� ¼ 2xð �uþ
�dþ �sÞ, is enhanced by about 8%, as compared to the result
when the strange quark is suppressed to half the magnitude
of the down sea quark.
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I. Mandić,73 R. Mandrysch,15 J. Maneira,123a P. S. Mangeard,87 L. Manhaes de Andrade Filho,23a I. D. Manjavidze,64

A. Mann,53 P.M. Manning,136 A. Manousakis-Katsikakis,8 B. Mansoulie,135 A. Manz,98 A. Mapelli,29 L. Mapelli,29

L. March,79 J. F. Marchand,28 F. Marchese,132a,132b G. Marchiori,77 M. Marcisovsky,124 C. P. Marino,168

F. Marroquim,23a R. Marshall,81 Z. Marshall,29 F. K. Martens,157 S. Marti-Garcia,166 A. J. Martin,174 B. Martin,29

B. Martin,87 F. F. Martin,119 J. P. Martin,92 Ph. Martin,54 T. A. Martin,17 V. J. Martin,45 B. Martin dit Latour,48

S. Martin-Haugh,148 M. Martinez,11 V. Martinez Outschoorn,56 A. C. Martyniuk,168 M. Marx,81 F. Marzano,131a

A. Marzin,110 L. Masetti,80 T. Mashimo,154 R. Mashinistov,93 J. Masik,81 A. L. Maslennikov,106 I. Massa,19a,19b

G. Massaro,104 N. Massol,4 P. Mastrandrea,131a,131b A. Mastroberardino,36a,36b T. Masubuchi,154 P. Matricon,114

H. Matsumoto,154 H. Matsunaga,154 T. Matsushita,66 C. Mattravers,117,d J.M. Maugain,29 J. Maurer,82

S. J. Maxfield,72 D. A. Maximov,106,g E. N. May,5 A. Mayne,138 R. Mazini,150 M. Mazur,20 M. Mazzanti,88a

S. P. Mc Kee,86 A. McCarn,164 R. L. McCarthy,147 T. G. McCarthy,28 N. A. McCubbin,128 K.W. McFarlane,55

PRL 109, 012001 (2012) P HY S I CA L R EV I EW LE T T E R S
week ending
6 JULY 2012

012001-9



J. A. Mcfayden,138 H. McGlone,52 G. Mchedlidze,50b R.A. McLaren,29 T. Mclaughlan,17 S. J. McMahon,128

R. A. McPherson,168,j A. Meade,83 J. Mechnich,104 M. Mechtel,173 M. Medinnis,41 R. Meera-Lebbai,110

T. Meguro,115 R. Mehdiyev,92 S. Mehlhase,35 A. Mehta,72 K. Meier,57a B. Meirose,78 C. Melachrinos,30

B. R. Mellado Garcia,171 L. Mendoza Navas,161 Z. Meng,150,s A. Mengarelli,19a,19b S. Menke,98 C. Menot,29

E. Meoni,11 K.M. Mercurio,56 P. Mermod,48 L. Merola,101a,101b C. Meroni,88a F. S. Merritt,30 H. Merritt,108

A. Messina,29 J. Metcalfe,102 A. S. Mete,63 C. Meyer,80 C. Meyer,30 J-P. Meyer,135 J. Meyer,172 J. Meyer,53

T. C. Meyer,29 W. T. Meyer,63 J. Miao,32d S. Michal,29 L. Micu,25a R. P. Middleton,128 S. Migas,72 L. Mijović,41

G. Mikenberg,170 M. Mikestikova,124 M. Mikuž,73 D.W. Miller,30 R. J. Miller,87 W. J. Mills,167 C. Mills,56

A. Milov,170 D.A. Milstead,145a,145b D. Milstein,170 A.A. Minaenko,127 M. Miñano Moya,166 I. A. Minashvili,64
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H. P. Skottowe,56 K. Skovpen,106 P. Skubic,110 N. Skvorodnev,22 M. Slater,17 T. Slavicek,126 K. Sliwa,160 J. Sloper,29

V. Smakhtin,170 B. H. Smart,45 S. Yu. Smirnov,95 Y. Smirnov,95 L. N. Smirnova,96 O. Smirnova,78 B. C. Smith,56

D. Smith,142 K.M. Smith,52 M. Smizanska,70 K. Smolek,126 A.A. Snesarev,93 S.W. Snow,81 J. Snow,110

J. Snuverink,104 S. Snyder,24 M. Soares,123a R. Sobie,168,j J. Sodomka,126 A. Soffer,152 C. A. Solans,166 M. Solar,126

J. Solc,126 E. Soldatov,95 U. Soldevila,166 E. Solfaroli Camillocci,131a,131b A.A. Solodkov,127 O. V. Solovyanov,127

N. Soni,2 V. Sopko,126 B. Sopko,126 M. Sosebee,7 R. Soualah,163a,163c A. Soukharev,106 S. Spagnolo,71a,71b
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E. Torrence,113 H. Torres,77 E. Torró Pastor,166 J. Toth,82,aa F. Touchard,82 D. R. Tovey,138 T. Trefzger,172

L. Tremblet,29 A. Tricoli,29 I.M. Trigger,158a S. Trincaz-Duvoid,77 T.N. Trinh,77 M. F. Tripiana,69 W. Trischuk,157
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134eFaculté des Sciences, Université Mohammed V- Agdal, Rabat, Morocco
135DSM/IRFU (Institut de Recherches sur les Lois Fondamentales de l’Univers), CEA Saclay (Commissariat a l’Energie Atomique),

Gif-sur-Yvette, France
136Santa Cruz Institute for Particle Physics, University of California Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz California, USA

137Department of Physics, University of Washington, Seattle Washington, USA
138Department of Physics and Astronomy, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, United Kingdom

139Department of Physics, Shinshu University, Nagano, Japan
140Fachbereich Physik, Universität Siegen, Siegen, Germany

141Department of Physics, Simon Fraser University, Burnaby British Columbia, Canada
142SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory, Stanford California, USA

143aFaculty of Mathematics, Physics and Informatics, Comenius University, Bratislava, Slovak Republic
143bDepartment of Subnuclear Physics, Institute of Experimental Physics of the Slovak Academy of Sciences, Kosice, Slovak Republic

144aDepartment of Physics, University of Johannesburg, Johannesburg, South Africa
144bSchool of Physics, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa

145aDepartment of Physics, Stockholm University, Sweden
145bThe Oskar Klein Centre, Stockholm, Sweden

146Physics Department, Royal Institute of Technology, Stockholm, Sweden
147Departments of Physics and Astronomy and Chemistry, Stony Brook University, Stony Brook New York, USA

148Department of Physics and Astronomy, University of Sussex, Brighton, United Kingdom
149School of Physics, University of Sydney, Sydney, Australia

150Institute of Physics, Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan
151Department of Physics, Technion: Israel Inst. of Technology, Haifa, Israel

152Raymond and Beverly Sackler School of Physics and Astronomy, Tel Aviv University, Tel Aviv, Israel
153Department of Physics, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Thessaloniki, Greece

154International Center for Elementary Particle Physics and Department of Physics, The University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan
155Graduate School of Science and Technology, Tokyo Metropolitan University, Tokyo, Japan

156Department of Physics, Tokyo Institute of Technology, Tokyo, Japan
157Department of Physics, University of Toronto, Toronto Ontario, Canada

158aTRIUMF, Vancouver British Columbia, Canada
158bDepartment of Physics and Astronomy, York University, Toronto Ontario, Canada

159Institute of Pure and Applied Sciences, University of Tsukuba,1-1-1 Tennodai,Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305-8571, Japan
160Science and Technology Center, Tufts University, Medford Massachusetts, USA

PRL 109, 012001 (2012) P HY S I CA L R EV I EW LE T T E R S
week ending
6 JULY 2012

012001-16



161Centro de Investigaciones, Universidad Antonio Narino, Bogota, Colombia
162Department of Physics and Astronomy, University of California Irvine, Irvine California, USA

163aINFN Gruppo Collegato di Udine, Italy
163bICTP, Trieste, Italy

163cDipartimento di Chimica, Fisica e Ambiente, Università di Udine, Udine, Italy
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yAlso at Departamento de Fisica, Universidade de Minho, Braga, Portugal.
zAlso at Department of Physics and Astronomy, University of South Carolina, Columbia SC, USA.
aaAlso at Institute for Particle and Nuclear Physics, Wigner Research Centre for Physics, Budapest, Hungary.
bbAlso at California Institute of Technology, Pasadena CA, USA.
ccAlso at Department of Physics and Astronomy, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, United Kingdom.
ddAlso at LAL, Univ. Paris-Sud and CNRS/IN2P3, Orsay, France
eeAlso at Department of Physics, Oxford University, Oxford, United Kingdom.
ffAlso at Institute of Physics, Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan.
ggAlso at Department of Physics, The University of Michigan, Ann Arbor MI, USA.
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