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DEUX PAYS POUR VI VRE: CRI TI CAL SOCI OLOGY AND
THE NEWCANADI ANPOLI TI CAL ECONOMY

" L' i magi nat i on est l a r ei ne du vr ai , et l e possi bl e est une des pr ovi nces du vr ai . "

Char l es Baudel ai r e, Cur i osi t es est het i ques

" Most f or war d- l ooki ng peopl e have t hei r heads t ur ned si deways. "

H. A. I nni s, The I dea Fi l e of Har ol d Adams I nni s

Ray Mor r ow

Of f i ci al Canada

On t he basi s of mass- medi at ed news and comment ar y i t i s t empt i ng t o bel i eve

t hat t hese past coupl e of year s have been among t he most moment ous of moder n

Canadi an hi st or y : t he def eat of t he Quebec r ef er endumon sover ei gnt y- associ a-

t i on, t he r epat r i at i on of a const i t ut i on f r om Br i t ai n and t he addi t i on of a bi l l of

r i ght s, a nat i onal ener gy pol i cy or i ent ed t owar d domest i c cont r ol of t he oi l

i ndust r y, hi nt s of a st r engt heni ng of a pr evi ousl y t oot hl ess i nvest ment r evi ew

agency, t he cr eat i on of a r oyal commi ssi on on t he newspaper i ndust r y and t he

set t i ng up of a maj or cul t ur al pol i cy r evi ew commi t t ee . But ar e t hese si gns of a

f undament al t ur ni ng poi nt i n Canada' s devel opment , a cr eat i vel y adapt i ve

r esponse t o t he i ncr easi ngl y evi dent cr i si s of an advanced, yet per i pher al and

dependent st at e? Or ar e t hey sympt oms of a mal ai se and t hus i n pr i nci pl e unabl e

t o cope wi t h t he i ncr easi ng pr essur es f or f undament al change?

As t he cel ebr at i on of a const i t ut i onal agr eement r ecedes i nt o t he i mmedi at e

past and a sembl ance of nor mal cy r et ur ns t o publ i c di scussi on, some of t he mor e

di st ur bi ng f eat ur es of f eder al pol i ci es may become mor e evi dent . For exampl e,

despi t e some si gns of di scont ent wi t hi n t he busi ness communi t y, especi al l y sout h

of t he bor der , t he measur es whi ch coul d be l i nked t o a new economi c

sel f - asser t i on ar e- wi t h t he par t i al except i on of t he ener gy pol i cy- ext r emel y

t i mi d, scar cel y t hr eat eni ng t he over al l st r uct ur e of economi c power . At al l l evel s

of gover nment debt s cont i nue t o accumul at e and t he r esul t i ng dependence on

Amer i can and Eur opean f i nanci al mar ket s i ncr easi ngl y const r ai ns domest i c

economi c pol i cy . Si mi l ar l y, f eder al budget s r eveal a sense of compl et e

hel pl essness bef or e t he ef f ect s of Reagan' s economi c pol i ci es . And now Quebec

has been i sol at ed by const i t ut i onal negot i at i ons whi ch, even i f t hey had been

accompani ed by shor t - t er mcompr omi ses bet ween Tr udeau and Levesque, woul d

not i ncl ude a suf f i ci ent acknowl edgement of t he speci al st at us of Quebec t o

def use t he di scont ent ar t i cul at ed by t he Par t i Quebecoi s . Let us al so r ecal l t hat

most of t he i ndi ces of t he st r uct ur al decl i ne of t he Canadi an economy and i t s
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skewed devel opment cont i nue t o wor sen and t he over al l st r uct ur e of cul t ur al

dependence r emai ns i nt act , despi t e st at i st i cal l y i nsi gni f i cant si gns of vi t al i t y

r epor t ed by nat i onal i st i c j our nal i st s and of f i ci al publ i ci st s . Al ong wi t h Gr eece

and I t al y, Canada st i l l st ands at t he bot t om of t he O. E. C. D. l i st i n t er ms of t he

l evel of r esear ch and devel opment i n r el at i on t o GNP.

Thi s di scr epancy bet ween t he appar ent f eder al mast er y of event s and t he

di st ur bi ng r eal i t y of cont i nued dr i f t ar e l ar gel y masked by t he mass medi a' s

i nabi l i t y t o exer t any r eal aut onomy i n car r yi ng out i t s r esponsi bi l i t y t o cr i t i cal l y

i nf or m, as wel l as t o ent er t ai n, t o l ead as wel l as t o f ol l ow, t o cr eat e new f or ms of

awar eness r at her t han t o mer el y r ef l ect t he i ner t i a of event s . What i s l ar gel y

mi ssi ng i n t he publ i c, mass- medi at ed expr essi ons of t hese sympt oms of nat i onal

cr i si s i s any sense of i t s l onger hi st or y, i t s need t o be expl i cat ed wi t hi n t he

f r amewor k of t he most advanced f or ms of moder n pol i t i cal and soci al t heor y, and

i t s mor e f undament al i mpl i cat i ons f or a st r at egy f or r espondi ng t o t he f ut ur e .

Even wher e such mat t er s ar e di scussed i t i s usual l y under t he i nf l uence of t he

gur us of popul ar Amer i can f ut ur ol ogy .

For t he f or ms of i nt er r ogat i on whi ch ar e at t empt i ng t o gr appl e wi t h t he most

f undament al i ssues of t he cr i si s i n Canada one must l ook el sewher e, bypassi ng

t he mass medi a and t he of f i ci al r esponses : t o t he mar gi ns of t he academy, t o t he

non- sect ar i an gr oups whi ch at t empt t o ar t i cul at e t he needs and f r ust r at i ons of

mar gi nal i zed and under - r epr esent ed popul at i ons, t o ar t i st s and wr i t er s, and t o

t he handf ul of magazi nes and j our nal s whi ch r each onl y sel ect audi ences . Onl y

her e and t her e i s i t possi bl e t o f i nd t he f oundat i ons f or an al t er nat i ve di scour se

on t he cr i si s of Canada and i t s r el at i on t o t he cr i si s of advanced capi t al i st and

i ndust r i al soci et i es . But t he quest i on r emai ns f or t hose who have gl i mpsed t he

sympt oms yet have been l ar gel y excl uded f r omt hese under gr ound debat es :

wher e t o begi n?

The Di scour se of t he Ot her Canadas

The most obvi ous pl ace t o t ur n woul d be t he vol ume edi t ed by Wal l ace

Cl ement and Dani el Dr ache under t he headi ng A Pr act i cal Gui de t o Canadi an

Pol i t i cal Economy . ' Wi t hi n i t s cover s t he r eader i s pr ovi ded wi t h a compr ehen-

si ve, t hemat i cal l y or gani zed bi bl i ogr aphy, a shor t l i st of some " Thi r t y Basi c

Readi ngs i n Pol i t i cal Economy, " and a l ong, i nf or mat i ve i nt r oduct i on on

" Redi scover i ng Pol i t i cal Economy" by Dr ache . However , a cl oser exami nat i on of

Dr ache' s per cept i ve and wi de- r angi ng i nt r oduct i on r eveal s some di sconcer t i ng

concl usi ons : " Yet despi t e t hi s enor mous i nt el l ect ual out put i n t he l ast f i ve year s,

t he new pol i t i cal economy has not been abl e t o pr oduce a cl ear er synt hesi s of t he

devel opment cr i si s
. " z

Pur sui ng t hi s quest i on f ur t her , he acknowl edges t hat t hi s

cont i nui ng di f f i cul t y i s cl osel y r el at ed t o a " l ack of a cul t ur al sel f " or a

" decul t ur at i on" whi ch " has al so l ef t i t s i mpr i nt on t he r esur gence of pol i t i cal

economy, bot h i n gener al and i n speci f i c ways . " Many of t hese pr obl ems seemt o
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r ef l ect t he f r agment at i on whi ch r esul t s f r om t he l ack of a uni f yi ng t heor et i cal

and pol i t i cal f r amewor k and i s mani f est i n t he one- si dedness t hat comes f r om

emphasi zi ng any si ngl e anal yt i cal ar gument at t he expense of ot her s . Mor e

f undament al l y, however , he concl udes t hat i t r ef l ect s an ambi val ent r el at i on t o

Quebec, a swi ng bet ween economi sm i n good t i mes and nat i onal i sm i n bad, an

uncr i t i cal r el i ance upon met r opol i t an Mar xi st model s, and a t endency t o pur sue

economi c i nt er pr et at i ons f or t hei r own sake. ;

For t hese and ot her r easons whi ch wi l l become appar ent i n t he cour se of t hi s

essay, t her e may be a mor e i nst r uct i ve and pr ovocat i ve pl ace t o begi n r et hi nki ng

of t he nat ur e of publ i c l i f e i n Canada : a sl ender vol ume by Quebec soci ol ogi st

Mar cel Ri oux and wr i t er / soci al cr i t i c Susan Cr ean, Deux pays pour vi vr e : un

pl ai doyer , whi ch i s schedul ed t o appear i n a gr eat l y expanded Engl i sh ver si on i n

t he spr i ng of 1982 . 4 Had i t appear ed a coupl e of year s ear l i er , Deux pays pour

vi vr e woul d sur el y have f ound a pl ace on Cl ement and Dr ache' s shor t l i st wer e i t

t o have i ncl uded any Fr ench- l anguage t i t l es . Yet t hi s i ncl usi on woul d have been
mi sl eadi ng t o t he ext ent t hi s wer e t aken t o i mpl y t hat i t s ar gument coul d be

easi l y assi mi l at ed i nt o t he br oader t r adi t i on of Canadi an pol i t i cal economy

wi t hout r ai si ng some f undament al quest i ons about i t s l i mi t s and pol i t i cal

i mpl i cat i ons . Wi t hout i nt endi ng t o do so, Deux pays pour vi vr e pr ovi des

i mpor t ant r esponses t o t he ver y weaknesses i dent i f i ed by Dr ache i n hi s own

assessment . Wi t h t hi s i n mi nd, t he f ol l owi ng essay seeks t o under t ake a cr i t i cal

r eadi ng and anal ysi s of Deux pays pour vi vr e f r omt he per spect i ve of i t s

si gni f i cance f or r et hi nki ng bot h Canadi an pol i t i cal economy and t he cr i si s of
Canadi an devel opment .

I t i s l i kel y t hat t he Engl i sh ver si on of Deux pays pour vi vr e wi l l event ual l y

st and i n t he company of Geor ge Gr ant ' s Lament f or a Nat i on as a mi l est one i n

t he di scussi on of t he cul t ur al cr i si s of Canada . Yet , l i ke Gr ant ' s st udy, t he

r ecept i on of Deux pays pour vi vr e wi l l be uneven, conf used, and pl agued by

mi sunder st andi ngs . Thi s i s r el at ed not onl y t o t he di f f i cul t y of ser i ous t heor et i cal

di scussi ons t o penet r at e beyond a smal l , l ar gel y academi c publ i c f r agment ed
al ong r egi onal , di sci pl i nar y, and sect ar i an l i nes, but i s i nher ent i n any t ext ,
however i nt r oduct or y and popul ar i n i nt ent , t hat pr esupposes t heor et i cal

t r adi t i ons whi ch cannot be f ul l y pr esent ed and yet ar e not gener al l y par t of t he

common knowl edge of t he i nt ended r eader . I n i t s Engl i sh ver si on, t her ef or e,

Deux pays pour vi vr e wi l l suf f er f r om i t s cont r adi ct or y obj ect i ve t o pr ovi de a
popul ar i zat i on of t he i ssues of cul t ur al dependence and at t he same t i me t o
si t uat e t hese wi t hi n t he f r amewor k of a cr i t i cal t heor y of Canadi an soci et y . Yet

t hi s ver y weakness as a medi um of popul ar i zat i on i s si mul t aneousl y a

mani f est at i on of i t s movement t owar d or i gi nal i t y : Deux pays pour vi vr e i s one of

t he f i r st maj or ef f or t s t o appl y Eur opean cr i t i cal t heor y t o t he i ssues of Canadi an

and Quebec cul t ur al devel opment s

I n t he pages t hat f ol l ow Ri oux and Cr ean' s st udy wi l l be expl or ed as a

document expr essi ng and ar t i cul at i ng t he f oundat i ons f or a new st age i n r esear ch

and di scussi on on t he nat i onal and cul t ur al quest i ons i n Canada and Quebec . I t

woul d be beyond t he scope of t hi s essay, i n par t because of t he di f f er ences i n t he
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expanded Engl i sh ver si on, t o at t empt any pr emat ur e assessment of t hi s

appr oach as a whol e or t o si t uat e i t mor e cl osel y i n r el at i on t o Ri oux' s ver si on of

cr i t i cal soci ol ogy or t he speci f i c t r adi t i ons f r omwhi ch i t dr aws i nspi r at i on. ' The

mor e i mmedi at e t ask i s t o f aci l i t at e an adequat e compr ehensi on of t he appr oach

r epr esent ed by t he t ext and t o encour age debat e wi t h r espect t o i t s i mpl i cat i ons

f or t he t r adi t i on of Canadi an pol i t i cal economy . A book such as t hi s does not

pur por t t o pr ovi de f i nal answer s, but seeks r at her t o cul t i vat e awar eness of new

concept s and cat egor i es of di scour se : i n t he cont ext of soci al t heor y mast er i ng t he

medi um ( l anguage) r eveal s t he message . To t hi s end, i t i s necessar y t o f i r st

si t uat e t he r esul t i ng cr i t i cal soci ol ogy i n r el at i on t o t he mor e r ecent hi st or y of t he

nat i onal i st debat e, exami ne some of t he i mpl i cat i ons of t he col l abor at i on

bet ween Ri oux and Cr ean, and f i nal l y t ur n t o a r econst r uct i on of t hei r ar gument

and a t ent at i ve expl or at i on of some of i t s i nt er nal t ensi ons and i mpl i cat i ons f or

r et hi nki ng Canadi an pol i t i cal economy .

Commi t t i ng Col l abor at i on

An unusual f eat ur e of Deux pays pour vi vr e i s t hat i t i s a r ar e exampl e of

cooper at i on bet ween t he advocat es of t he angl ophone Canadi an and f r anco-

phone movement s f or nat i onal aut onomy . Wher eas t hi s woul d seem t o be a

nat ur al f or m of al l i ance, one of t he char act er i st i cs of Canadi an pol i t i cs and

cul t ur e over t he past decade has been t he mut ual i sol at i on and i gnor ance of t hese

t wo movement s, a f act whi ch has been cost l y f or bot h . As Abr aham Rot st ei n

af f i r med pr ophet i cal l y a decade ago i n r esponse t o t he Oct ober Cr i si s :

Quebec nat i onal i st s, of what ever per suasi on, must now

r ecogni ze t hey cannot achi eve t hei r obj ect i ves at any

r easonabl e cost wi t hout act i ve suppor t f r om Engl i sh Canadi -

ans . Nat i onal i st s i n t he r est of t he count r y must r eal i ze t hat t he

cont i nued r epr essi on of Quebec wi l l onl y cr eat e a soci et y whi ch

i s not wor t h i nhabi t i ng .

Our mut ual i nt er est s must be r ecogni zed. The ol d empat hy

and passi ve mor al suppor t ar e no l onger suf f i ci ent . We must

now t r avel i n t andemt o cr eat e i n Engl i sh Canada act i ve l egal ,

pol i t i cal and i nst i t ut i onal channel s t hat suppor t and f ost er

Quebec' s l egi t i mat e aspi r at i ons . I t i s our onl y hope of

mi t i gat i ng t he i mpact of t he col l i si on whi ch l ooms ahead. '

The f ai l ur e t o have done so i s i n par t r esponsi bl e f or t he cur r ent si t uat i on i n

whi ch Quebec has been i sol at ed f r oma const i t ut i onal agr eement and f r ust r at i ons

wi t hi n t he Par t i Quebecoi s t hr eat en an i nt er nal spl i t . Reci pr ocal l y, f ew

non- f r ancophone Canadi ans can r el at e t he exper i ence of Quebec t o t hei r own
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si t uat i on i n t he l ar ger cont ext of t he devel opment of Canada . Mor e gener al l y, of

cour se, t hi s out come r ef l ect s t he del i ber at e st r at egy of t he f eder al gover nment

and Quebec Li ber al s t o i sol at e t he Par t i Quebecoi s, cut t i ng i t of f f r om out si de

al l i es and at t he same t i me hopi ng t o push i t t owar d i nt er nal conf l i ct and

ext r emi st r esponses .

The col l abor at i on bet ween Ri oux and Cr ean t hus r epr esent s a del i ber at e

r ej ect i on of t he f or mof pol i t i cal di scour se gener at ed by t he f eder al i sol at i on of

t he Quebec i ndependence movement . Si gni f i cant l y, t hi s subt l y t aboo f or m of

t heor et i cal " sover ei gnt y- associ at i on" t ook pl ace bet ween r epr esent at i ves of t he

t wo di f f er ent gener at i ons whi ch mar k, r espect i vel y, t he cul t ur al wat er sheds of

Quebec and angl ophone Canadi an pol i t i cs . What may appear t o be an acci dent al

al l i ance t hus t ur ns out on cl oser exami nat i on t o have an under l yi ng

cr oss- gener at i onal l ogi c . Fi r st , t her e i s Mar cel Ri oux : f r i end of Tr udeau and

ot her Li ber al s of t he Ci t e Li br e gener at i on i n t he 1940' s and 1950' s, event ual l y

associ at ed wi t h t he New Democr at i c Par t y and t hen var i ous soci al i st gr oups af t er

maki ng t he t r ansi t i on f r omapol i t i cal ant hr opol ogi st t o r adi cal soci ol ogi st by t he

ear l y 1960' s, and f i nal l y suppor t er of t he Par t i Quebecoi s f r om i t s ear l y days .

Then Susan Cr ean : t ypi cal f emal e pr oduct of upper - mi ddl e cl ass Tor ont o, t hen

member of t hat gener at i on of Ont ar i o st udent s i ni t i al l y dr awn i n t he l at e 1960' s

t o Tr udeau' s vi si on of canada, and f i nal l y passi onat e advocat e of Canadi an

cul t ur al i ndependence . 8

Wi t h Ri oux, Cr ean has f ound t he t heor et i cal di mensi on l acki ng or onl y hi nt ed

at i n her pat hbr eaki ng Who' s Af r ai d of Canadi an Cul t ur e?9 Though especi al l y

st r ong i n i t s descr i pt i on of t he many di f f er ent mechani sms of t he Amer i can

domi nat i on of t he di f f er ent spher es of Canadi an cul t ur e, t hi s st udy l acked a f ul l y

devel oped cr i t i cal soci ol ogy of cul t ur e and t hus t ended t o vi ewnat i onal i dent i t y i n

i sol at i on f r om t he br oader i ssues of soci al j ust i ce and t he t r ansf or mat i on of

Canadi an soci et y . I f t her e i s a cul t ur al and pol i t i cal sense i n whi ch Quebec i s

ahead of t he r est of Canada, i t i s nat ur al t hat Cr ean . shoul d f i nd t heor et i cal

i nspi r at i on i n Ri oux, a man wi t h no t heor et i cal peer among angl ophone

Canadi an soci ol ogi st s of hi s gener at i on, l et al one t he exper i ence of par t i ci pat i on

i n a r emar kabl e cul t ur al movement . I n col l abor at i on wi t h Ri oux, t her ef or e, t her e

i s al so a symbol i c acknowl edgement of t he compar at i ve i mpover i shment of t hi s

gener at i on of seni or angl ophone schol ar s and i nt el l ect ual s, depl et ed by ear l i er

emi gr at i on sout hwar d and r obbed of a cr eat i ve cont ext f or t heor et i cal synt hesi s

by mat ur at i on under t he debi l i t at i ng canopy of Amer i can hegemony .

What Ri oux seems t o have gai ned f r omCr ean i s an i nt er l ocut or f or comi ng t o

t er ms wi t h hi s ambi val ent r el at i on t o angl ophone Canada and an al l y f or

br i ngi ng t o bot h t he f r ancophone and angl ophone publ i cs an awar eness of t he

di vi de- and- r ul e st r at egy whi ch has ser ved a f or m of aut hor i t ar i an f eder al power

and di st r act ed at t ent i on f r omt he mor e f undament al quest i on of Amer i can

domi nat i on . Yet t hi s appr oach r emai ns a l onel y one i n Quebec wher e Deux pays

pour vi vr e has f al l en on deaf ear s . On t he one hand, t he t heme of cul t ur al

dependence i s al r eady ol d hat , havi ng r ecei ved mor e i n- dept h t r eat ment

el sewher e . On t he ot her hand, t o coupl e t hi s t heme wi t h r ef er ence t o a par al l el
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anal ysi s of Engl i sh Canada i s gener al l y gr eet ed wi t h i ndi f f er ence or skept i ci sm, i f

not downr i ght r i di cul e . Thi s st ems pr i mar i l y f r om a per vasi ve r ej ect i on of t he

assumpt i on t hat angl o- Canadi an cul t ur e has any pot ent i al at al l . And i n t he

pr esent conj unct ur e, t he r eal i t y of publ i c debat e i n f r ancophone ci r cl es i s t he

domi nat i ng pr esence of an ant agoni st i c syst emof f eder al power , t he humi l i at i ng

exper i ence of const i t ut i onal negot i at i ons, and t he l ess t han convi nci ng gest ur es

of concer n and r econci l i at i on on t he par t of t he Conser vat i ve and New

Democr at i c par t i es. I n such an at mospher e, t he mor e popul ar r esponse i s t o

denounce Quebec Li ber al s as " t r ai t or s" and dal l yi ng wi t h t he pr ogr essi ve

el ement s of t he enemy as an i l l - advi sed wast e of t i me . Yet t hi s unwi t t i ngl y

cont r i but es t o t he f eder al st r at egy of di vi de- and- r ul e, bot h wi t hi n Quebec and i n

r el at i on t o pot ent i al al l i es el sewher e.

St ages of Nat i onal i st Di scour se

I n ent er i ng t he debat e about t he nat i onal quest i ons i n Canada and Quebec,

Ri oux and Cr ean wr i t e wi t hi n a t r adi t i on of di scussi on shar pl y di vi ded al ong t he

l i ne of t he t wo of f i ci al l anguages . An i mpor t ant di f f er ence bet ween t hese t wo

wor l ds of di scour se i s t hat t he f r ancophone ver si on st r et ches back f or mor e t han

t wo cent ur i es, i s symbol i cal l y def i ned by a her oi c t r adi t i on of conquest and r evol t ,

and has f undament al l y shaped t he devel opment of t he human sci ences and

cul t ur e i n Quebec. ' ° By cont r ast , t he angl ophone ver si on has a shor t and anemi c

hi st or y, i s def i ned by an ambi val ent r esponse t o t he t r ansi t i on f r om bei ng an

Engl i sh t o an Amer i can " col ony" , and mar ked by a sense of f ut i l i t y and despai r

expr essed onl y on t he mar gi ns of t he academy or l i t er ar y cul t ur e . " Yet even i n

angl ophone Canada over t he past decade or so t he cr i t i ci smof t he " Amer i cani za-

t i on" of Canada has at l ast become a maj or t opi c of publ i c debat e, t hr ough r ar el y

of act i on.

A st r i ki ng f eat ur e of t hi s angl ophone r ecover y of an under st andi ng of t he

st r at egi c i mpor t ance of cul t ur al and economi c, as wel l as pol i t i cal , aut onomy i n

t he l i f e of a nat i on- st at e i s t hat i t bear s onl y a f ai nt r esembl ance t o t he concept i on

of Canadi an nat i onal i dent i t y evoked by t he adver t i sement s and publ i c r el at i ons

r el eases of t he f eder al gover nment . Those who have cont r i but ed t he most

pr of ound medi t at i ons on t he cr i si s of Canadi an nat i onhood have consi st ent l y

def ended t he pr i vi l eged st at us of Quebec wi t hi n conf eder at i on, accept ed i t s r i ght

t o what ever f or mof i ndependence i t democr at i cal l y chooses, and acknowl edged

i t s i nspi r at i onal r ol e as a model f or t he r est of Canada . Thi s cont empor ar y

di scour se on nat i onal i sm i n angl ophone Canada mi ght be sai d t o have moved

t hr ough t hr ee di f f er ent st ages of devel opment wi t h Ri oux and Cr ean' s Deux

pays pour vi vr e si gnal l i ng t he t hi r d . The f i r st can be pr eci sel y dat ed wi t h t he

appear ance of Geor ge Gr ant ' s Lament f or a Nat i on i n 1965, a book whi ch began

t he pr ocess of awakeni ng Canadi ans f r omt he sl umber s of cul t ur al dependence.
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Li st en t o Gr ant ' s pessi mi st i c and conser vat i ve di agnosi s as f or mul at ed near l y

t wo decades ago :

Or agai n :
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The keyst one of a Canadi an nat i on i s t he Fr ench f act ; t he

sl i ght est knowl edge of hi st or y makes t hi s pl at i t udi nous .

Engl i sh- speaki ng Canadi ans who desi r e t he sur vi val of t hei r

nat i on have t o co- oper at e wi t h t hose who seek t he cont i nuance

of Fr anco- Amer i can ci vi l i zat i on . 12

The Li ber al s have f ai l ed i n Engl i sh- speaki ng Canada. I f t he

nat i on wer e t o sur vi ve, i t had t o be anchor ed i n bot h

Engl i sh- speaki ng and Fr ench- speaki ng Canada, and a modus

vi vendi had t o be est abl i shed bet ween t he t wo. The Li ber al s

f ai l ed t o r ecogni ze t hat t he r eal danger t o nat i onal i sm l ay i n t he

i nci pi ent cont i nent al i sm of Engl i sh- speaki ng soci et y, r at her

t han i n any separ at i sm. Thei r economi c pol i ci es homogeni zed

t he cul t ur e of Ont ar i o wi t h t hat of Mi chi gan and New Yor k . 13

A second st age of di scussi on was br ought about by t he cr i si s on t he l ef t

pr oduced by t he r ecogni t i on of t he di sast r ous consequences of an unr ef l ect i ve

i nt er nat i onal i smwhi ch had f ai l ed t o t ake i nt o account t he speci f i c ci r cumst ances

of Canada and t he i nevi t abl e l i nk bet ween any soci al i st pr oj ect and a newf or mof

nat i onal i sm. Thi s was most cl ear l y expr essed i n t he di ssi dent NDP " Waf f l e"

pl at f or m whi ch, i n hear keni ng back t o t he 1933 Regi na Mani f est o' s cal l f or

l ar ge- scal e nat i onal i zat i on, acknowl edged t he r el at i on of t hi s st r at egy t o a

f or mat i on of nat i onal pur pose whi ch had been er oded by cont i nent al

i nt egr at i on . Though t hi s economi c pr ogr amme was chal l enged by t hose, such as

Rot st ei n, who quest i oned t he capaci t y of t he st at e t o ef f ect i vel y or gani ze a

moder n i ndust r i al syst em, t her e was gener al agr eement t hat over comi ng cul t ur al

dependence was a necessar y condi t i on f or any st eps t owar d r egai ni ng economi c

aut onomy . Fur t her mor e, i t f ol l owed f r om t hese posi t i ons t hat Quebec had a

compar abl e r i ght t o sel f - det er mi nat i on whi ch shoul d be acknowl edged wi t hi n

t he f eder al syst em. 14

I n what ways does Ri oux' s and Cr ean' s st udy mar k a t hi r d st age i n t he hi st or y of

cont empor ar y di scussi ons of t he nat i onal quest i ons i n Canada? To ant i ci pat e t he

subsequent anal ysi s of t hei r posi t i on, at l east f our aspect s of t hei r book mar k

i mpor t ant new st eps . Fi r st , mor e t han l i p- ser vi ce i s gi ven t o cooper at i on

bet ween t he r epr esent at i ves of t he t wo di f f er ent nat i onal pr oj ect s t hr ough t he

act of commi t t i ng col l abor at i on . Secondl y, t he j ust i f i cat i on of t hi s posi t i on i s

l i nked t o t he cent r al i ssues of cont empor ar y Eur opean soci al t heor y, r at her t han

el abor at ed pr i mar i l y at t he l evel of a pol i t i cal economi c anal ysi s . Though t hi s

t heor et i cal di mensi on was i mpl i ci t i n t he t heor y of moder n ci vi l i zat i on at t he

hear t of Gr ant ' s wor k, i t r emai ned r epr essed i n t he nat i onal i st debat e unl eashed
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under t he gui dance of pol i t i cal economi st s and l ar gel y car r i ed out i n mass- medi a

pol emi cs . Though t he cat egor i es of pol i t i cal economy gr eat l y f aci l i t at ed f or ms of

r esear ch whi ch demonst r at ed many of t he mechani sms of economi c and cul t ur al

dependence, t hey coul d not - wi t h t he par t i al except i on of t hose who f ol l owed

I nni s- adequat el y f or mul at e al l t he bases of a cr i t i cal soci ol ogy of cul t ur e .

Consequent l y t he r esul t i ng debat es of t en osci l l at ed bet ween uncr i t i cal

pr o- Canadi ani sm or dogmat i c ant i - Amer i cani sm, on t he one hand, and

t endenci es t owar d unmedi at ed r educt i oni sm on t he ot her . Accor di ngl y, a t hi r d

advance si gnal l ed by Ri oux and Cr ean' s book i s t he l i nki ng up of a f or m of

" cul t ur al Mar xi sm" t o t he anal ysi s of nat i onal sel f - det er mi nat i on . Fi nal l y, t he

r esul t i ng pol i t i cal pr ogr amme depar t s shar pl y f r omt he st r at egy of bur eaucr a-

t i cal l y- or gani zed nat i onal i zat i on as advocat ed by cl assi c soci al i st par t i es . Thi s i s

expl i ci t i n t he concept of " aut ogest i on" whi ch under l i es t hei r vi si on of a new

f or mof soci et y .

To summar i ze, i t mi ght be sai d t hat Ri oux and Cr ean' s ar gument s cul mi nat e i n

a t hr eef ol d cul t ur al , economi c, and pol i t i cal r adi cal i zat i on of t he angl ophone

nat i onal i st debat e by cl ai mi ng : ( 1) t he pr i or i t y of t he cul t ur al quest i on i n any

pr ocess of qual i t at i ve change whi ch seeks t o t r anscend t he l i mi t s of i ndust r i al

soci et i es ; ( 2) t he necessi t y of a f undament al t r ansf or mat i on of t he or gani zat i on

of t he i ndust r i al economy, not si mpl y t he abol i t i on of i t s capi t al i st f or m; and

( 3) t he sel f - cont r adi ct or y char act er of any pol i t i cal st r at egy based on t he si mpl e

expansi on of st at e power or t he i l l usor y assumpt i on of i t s event ual wi t her i ng

away wi t h t he abol i t i on of bour geoi s cl ass r el at i ons . Though t hese t hemes have

domi nat ed di scussi ons of Eur opean cr i t i cal t heor y f or some t i me, t hey have not

been syst emat i cal l y r especi f i ed i n r el at i on t o t he cont empor ar y cr i si s of Canada.

And t hough, as we shal l see, such a pr ogr amme mi ght be char ged wi t h

ut opi ani sm, i t has t he mer i t of an i nt er nal consi st ency and a l i ber t ar i an spi r i t

whi ch set s i t asi de f r om pr evi ous r adi cal di agnoses of t he cr i si s of t he t wo

Canadas . I n shor t , i t does not suf f er f r om t he pessi mi sm of a conser vat i ve

nat i onal i smt r apped i n an ant i - moder ni st f l i ght f r omhi st or y, an or t hodox

soci al i smwai t i ng pat i ent l y f or economi c cont r adi ct i ons t o br i ng f or t h t he Godot

of pr ol et ar i an consci ousness, or a f or mof soci al democr acy al ways j ust an el ect i on

ahead of i t s t i me. What ever i t s i mmedi at e l i mi t i at i ons as a concr et e pol i t i cal

st r at egy, i n ot her wor ds, Deux pays pour vi vr e chal l enges ar t i st s, wr i t er s, and

schol ar s t o what Ri oux r ef er s t o el sewher e as a cat egor i cal " r esemant i sat i on" of

t he wor l d and wi t h t hat , a r et hi nki ng of t he possi bi l i t i es of Canada and Quebec .

Domi nat i on and Nat i onal Aut onomy

Not al t oget her escapi ng t he pi t f al l s of ecl ect i ci sm, Ri oux' s cr i t i cal soci ol ogy

weaves t oget her cat egor i es dr awn f r omGer man cr i t i cal t heor y ( especi al l y

Haber mas and Mar cuse) , t he Fr ench t r adi t i on of exi st ent i al and humani st i c
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Mar xi sm( Sar t r e, Lef ebvr e, Cast or i adi s, et c . ) and r el at ed soci ol ogi cal appr oaches,

and sel ect ed aspect s of Amer i can cul t ur al ant hr opol ogy and t he yout h

count er cul t ur al movement s of t he l at e 1960' s . 15 I f t he Eur opean t r adi t i on i s t he

basi s of t he cent r al i t y of al i enat i on and domi nat i on and hence of t he cr i t i que of

advanced capi t al i sm, et hnogr aphy and yout h count er cul t ur es ar e t he or i gi nal

sour ce of concer n f or t he r ol e of communi t i es and nat i ons i n t he r econst r uct i on

of i ndust r i al soci et i es . Wher eas t he Eur opean t heor i st s have t ended t o t ake a

r at her di mvi ew of nat i onal i sm, gi ven i t s abuse as a weapon agai nst wor ki ng- cl ass

movement s and a pr et ext f or i mper i al war s, t he si t uat i on has been

f undament al l y di f f er ent i n col oni zed r egi ons . Al t hough t hi s has l ong been

r ecogni zed i n t he case of t he col oni es of t he Thi r d Wor l d, a si mi l ar pr ocess of domi nat i on-

r equi r i ng a ver y di f f er ent anal ysi s- can al so be obser ved wi t hi n and bet ween

advanced soci et i es . For Ri oux, t her ef or e, t he el abor at i on of a cr i t i cal soci ol ogy of

Canadi an soci et y r equi r es a f undament al r ei nt er pr et at i on of t he nat i onal

quest i on whi ch can t ake i nt o account i t s pot ent i al l y pr ogr essi ve f eat ur es as par t

of a st r at egy of t he cr i t i que and t r ansf or mat i on of advanced capi t al i sm.

The goal of l i nki ng t he t heor y of domi nat i on wi t h t hat of nat i onal

communi t i es i s announced i n t he i nt r oduct or y chapt er of Deux pays pour vi vr e.

Fol l owi ng t he t r adi t i on of Ger man cr i t i cal t heor y, t he vi si on of gener al human

emanci pat i on i s t aken as t he nor mat i ve f oundat i on of i nqui r y i n t he human

sci ences . Fr om t hi s per spect i ve bi ogr aphi cal sel f - r ef l ect i on becomes a st r at egi c

poi nt of depar t ur e and, as pr evi ousl y al l uded t o, t he aut hor s pr ovi de a br i ef sket ch

of t he per sonal t r aj ect or i es whi ch r esul t ed i n t he book i n quest i on . But what i s of

i nt er est her e i s t he out come of t hese t wo st r uggl es f or sel f - under st andi ng : t he

shar ed i nt er est of Canada and Quebec i s r ecogni zi ng cul t ur al and economi c

dependence as t he most f undament al obst acl e t o qual i t at i ve soci al change .

As Ri oux and Cr ean i ndi cat e, such an appr oach i s based on a number of

assumpt i ons whi ch must be acknowl edged, even i f f or t he most par t t hey ar e not

di scussed or def ended i n det ai l i n t he t ext . These i ncl ude ( 1) t he r el at i ve

uni mpor t ance of pol i t i cal const i t ut i ons as a means of r esol vi ng f undament al

quest i ons ; ( 2) t he f ai l ur e of t he st r at egy of assi mi l i at i ng Quebec and t he need t o

r ecogni ze i t s aut onomy ; ( 3) t he i mpor t ance of mor e gener al demands f or

changi ng t he r el at i ons bet ween cent r al f eder al power and t hat of r egi ons ;

( 4) t he emer gence i n Engl i sh Canada of an economi c nat i onal i sm i ncr easi ngl y

accompani ed by a cul t ur al equi val ent i n cer t ai n ar eas of t he ar t s and popul ar

cul t ur e ; ( 5) a gener al awakeni ng of consci ousness i n Canada and Quebec of

Amer i can i mper i al i smand i t s ef f ect s on t hei r r espect i ve economi es and cul t ur es ;

( 6) t hat al l of t hese conf l i ct s t ake pl ace at a moment when i ndust r i al soci et i es

have put i nt o quest i on t hei r vi si on of t he wor l d and concept i on of

devel opment .

At t he out set , t her ef or e, t he aut hor s set t he st age f or devel opi ng t he cent r al

cr i t i cal t heme of t hei r appr oach : t he r ej ect i on of any st r at egy of anal ysi s whi ch

pr i vi l eges t he economi c or pol i t i cal at t he expense of t he cul t ur al di mensi on of

soci al r eal i t y . As t hey emphasi ze, any appr oach whi ch l i mi t s di scussi on t o

quest i ons of economi c benef i t s and di st r i but i on i s not onl y doomed t o f ai l ur e, but
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i nevi t abl y cul mi nat es i n t he danger ous compl ai nt t hat economi c dependence has

pr event ed Canada f r om becomi ng as " advanced" as t he Uni t ed St at es, t hus

i mpl i ci t l y t aki ng f or gr ant ed a speci f i c model of devel opment as necessar y and

desi r abl e . For Ri oux and Cr ean, on t he ot her hand, i f Canada and Quebec desi r e

aut onomy, " ce n' est pas pour cont i nuer l a soci et e commer ci al e mai s pour f ai r e

aut r e chose, pour bat i r une aut r e t ype de soci et e . " " Fr om t hi s poi nt of vi ew,

mor eover , what of t en appear s t o be " backwar dness" may of t en conceal hi dden

advant ages, i f one desi r es a di f f er ent t ype of soci et y .

Fur t her mor e, Ri oux and Cr ean r ej ect any pol i t i cal st r at egy whi ch f ai l s t o

pr i vi l ege nat i onal aut onomy as t he cr eat i ve nexus ar und whi ch t he st r uggl e

agai nst al l ot her f or ms of domi nat i on must be or gani zed. I n vi ewi ng hi st or y as a

pr ocess of r evol t and cr eat i ve r econst r uct i on act ed out at bot h t he i ndi vi dual and

col l ect i ve l evel s, t hey consi der t he quest i on of t h r el at i onshi p bet ween t he many

f or ms of domi nat i on ( bet ween nat i ons, cl asses, sexes, age and et hni c gr oups,

et c . ) , concl udi ng t hat t hey can be si mul t aneousl y r educed onl y wi t h movement

t owar d a " soci et e aut ogest i onnai r e" whi ch ext ends t o bot h t he pr i vat e and publ i c

wor l ds . And i n soci et i es such as Canada and Quebec, t hi s i s i nevi t abl y l i nked t o

gai ni ng t he nat i onal aut onomy whi ch i s t he condi t i on of al l ot her f or ms of

emanci pat i on. Fur t her mor e, t he pr ocess of r eal i zi ng nat i onal l i ber at i on may

ser ve as a sour ce of appr ent i ceshi p f or r ecogni zi ng and comi ng t o t er ms wi t h al l

of t he ot her s .

Let t her e be no mi sunder st andi ng : t hi s not i on of nat i onal l i ber at i on makes no

at t empt t o dr awdi r ect l y upon t he exampl e or r het or i c of Thi r d Wor l d l i ber at i on

movement s . The st r at egy i s r at her t o l i nk t he i ssues of nat i onal aut onomy i n

Canada and Quebec t o t he mor e gener al cr i si s of advanced capi t al i smand

i ndust r i al soci et i es gener al l y . Thus, whi l e t hey f ol l owJohn Hut chi nson i n

vi ewi ng Canada as di vi ded by t hr ee maj or t ypes of conf l i ct ( bi l i ngual i sm,

pr ovi nci al and r egi onal r el at i ons, and Canadi an/ Amer i can r el at i ons) , t hey al so

t r y t o si t uat e t hese wi t hi n t he hor i zon of t he cr i si s of advanced soci et i es wi t hout

any si mpl i st i c anal ogi es based on l i ber at i on movement s i n under devel oped

count r i es .

Mor eover , as t he i nt r oduct or y chapt er makes cl ear , t hi s concept i on of t he

nat i onal i st debat e i n Canada and Quebec has l i t t l e t o do wi t h t he cl assi c 19t h

cent ur y r omant i c vener at i on of t r adi t i on or t he subsequent use of nat i onal i sm as

par t of a st r agegy of i mper i al aggr andi zement . Thi s di f f er ence i s especi al l y

di f f i cul t f or t he Amer i can l ef t t o gr asp i n r el at i on t o Canada, gi ven t he per ni ci ous

consequences of nat i onal i sm at home and i n domi nant and aggr essi ve soci et i es

el sewher e . But i n smal l and per i pher al soci et i es such as Canada and Quebec, wi t h

nei t her mi l i t ar i st i c t r adi t i ons nor a capaci t y f or deep- set xenophobi a, t he

meani ng of nat i onal sel f - asser t i on i s f undament al l y t r ansf or med ; i t becomes t he

cont ext of symbol i c t r ansf i gur at i on wi t hi n whi ch a r epr essed past i s r ecover ed,

t he col l ect i ve wi l l f or t he mast er y of t he cont empor ar y cr i si s can be mobi l i zed,

and t he sel f - const r uct i on - r at her t han i mpor t at i on - of a vi si on of t he f ut ur e

can be i ni t i at ed . i s I n ot her wor ds, what i s i n quest i on her e i s a f or mof

nat i onal i smwhose cul t ur al r enai ssance t akes t o hear t Wal t er Benj ami n' s t hesi s
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- el oquent l y expr essed i n moder n Quebec l i t er at ur e - t hat " t her e has never

been a document of cul t ur e whi ch was not at one and t he same t i me a document

of bar bar i sm. " t 9

The cent r al chapt er s of Deux pays pour vi vr e ar e concer ned wi t h devel opi ng a

compl ex ar gument sust ai ni ng t he speci f i c sense i n whi ch t he cul t ur al must be

pr i vi l eged t heor et i cal l y and pr act i cal l y i f a new f or mof soci et y i s t o be r eal i zed.

Thi s ent ai l s a ser i es of di scussi ons, not al ways adequat el y el abor at ed gi ven t he

const r ai nt s of space i n t he Fr ench ver si on, whi ch can per haps be mor e r eadi l y

gr asped when r econst r uct ed i n t er ms of t hr ee l evel s of ar gument at i on : ( 1) a

met at heor et i cal t hesi s r egar di ng t he pr obl ems of concept ual i zi ng t he

r el at i onshi p bet ween t he economi c, pol i t i cal , and cul t ur al aspect s of a t heor y of

soci et y i n gener al ; ( 2) a subst ant i ve, t heor et i cal t hesi s r egar di ng t he

hi st or i cal l y- speci f i c st at us of cul t ur e i n advanced capt i al i sm, i . e . t he not i on of

cul t ur al domi nat i on as t he hi ghest st age of i mper i al i sm; and ( 3) a ser i es of

st r at egi c ar gument s, di r ect ed at t he cases of Canada and Quebec, concer ni ng t he

pot ent i al cont r i but i on of cer t ai n f or ms of " cul t ur e popul ai r e" as medi a t hr ough

whi ch var i ous soci al gr oups and communi t i es may t ake st eps t owar d gai ni ng

cont r ol of t hei r pol i t i cal and economi c exi st ence. Si nce t hese t hr ee l evel s of

agr ument at i on ar e not out l i ned expl i ci t l y, and t he t ext t ends t o meander ar ound

t hem, i t i s i nst r uct i ve t o br i ef l y r evi ew t he r esul t i ng appr oach f r omt hi s

schemat i c per spect i ve .

The Const i t ut i ve Pr i macy of Cul t ur e

The f i r st and most abst r act l evel of anal ysi s - a st ance wi t h r espect t o t he

r el at i onshi p bet ween t he economi c, pol i t i cal , and cul t ur al di mensi ons of soci et y

- i s t he l east expl i ci t l y devel oped . To a gr eat ext ent t he aut hor s f al l back upon

t he met at heor et i cal assumpt i ons of t he t r adi t i on of cr i t i cal soci ol ogy i n whi ch t hey

ar e wor ki ng . Accor di ngl y, i t i s not t hei r t ask t o t ake up i ssues such as whet her or

not t he economi c i s det er mi nant " i n t he l ast i nst ance" , as Al t husser and ot her s

woul d have i t . Yet i n t hei r di scussi on of t he pr obl ems of def i ni ng cul t ur e, i t i s

cl ear t hat t he cul t ur al has a ki nd of anal yt i cal pr i or i t y as t he basi s of t he moment

of hi st or i cal speci f i cat i on whi ch i s t he ul t i mat e obj ect i ve of i nqui r y . Mor eover , i t

i s wi t hi n t he domai n of t he cul t ur al t hat t he symbol i c and cat egor i cal f oundat i on

of new possi bi l i t i es ar e el abor at ed . Thi s posi t i on i s l i nked t o bot h Ri oux' s ear l y

t r ai ni ng i n Amer i can cul t ur al ant hr opol ogy, hi s own f i el dwor k exper i ences i n

Quebec, and si mi l ar ar gument s about t he cul t ur al mat r i x of soci al f or mat i ons

f ound i n t he t r adi t i on of hi st or i ci st Mar xi sm. 20 The st r at egi c i mpor t ance of t hi s

met at heor et i cal posi t i on i s t hat i t opens t he way f or a mor e posi t i ve assessment

of t he communi t y, as opposed t o any absol ut i zat i on of cl ass, as t he pol i t i cal l ocus

f or emanci pat or y movement s . Consequent l y, cul t ur e i s not somet hi ng

epi phenomenal , f r i vol ous or secondar y, somet hi ng r educi bl e t o a mer e weapon
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wi t hi n cl ass st r uggl e, but a const i t ut i ve di mensi on of t he pol i t i cal and economi c,

hence a pr esupposi t i on of t hei r qual i t at i ve t r ansf or mat i on . 21

Thi s val or i zat i on of t he cul t ur al has not hi ng t o do, of cour se, wi t h any

t r adi t i onal i deal i st i c concept i on of t he pur e aut onomy of cul t ur al act i vi t y or of i t s

capaci t y t o wi sh away i t s embeddedness i n t he economi c, t echnol ogi cal , or

pol i t i cal condi t i ons of soci et y . For t hi s r eason, f or exampl e, t he aut hor s r ej ect t he

t hesi s of t he neut r al i t y of t echnol ogy because of t he const r ai nt s i t may i mpose

upon t he possi bl e f or ms of soci al or gani zat i on and cul t ur e open t o a soci et y .

Accor di ngl y, Ri oux and Cr ean ar gue t hat i t may be desi r abl e t o sel ect f or ms of

t echnol ogy on t he basi s of ot her cr i t er i a t han mar ket - medi at ed assessment s of

ef f i ci ency i n or der t o pr eser ve or const r uct pr ef er r ed soci al and cul t ur al f or ms of

l i f e. Mor e speci f i cal l y, t he aut hor s concur wi t h t hose who ar gue t hat t he ener gy

and ecol ogy cr i ses ar e expr essi ons of a f or mof i ndust r i al soci et y whi ch must

domi nat e nat ur e, as wel l as cr eat e hi er ar chi cal f or ms of soci al or gani zat i on and

syst emat i cal l y er ode cul t ur al di f f er ences . I ndeed, one of t he consequences of t hi s

t ype of soci et y i s t hat i t downpl ays t he i mpor t ance of t he cul t ur al _ because i t s

cul t ur al pr esupposi t i ons pr i vi l ege t he pol i t i cal and economi c as mor e r eal , t hus

under mi ni ng t he capaci t y t o envi si on cul t ur al opt i ons. Thi s posi t i on cul mi nat es

i n a ki nd of negat i ve def i ni t i on of cul t ur e as r oot ed i n t he di f f er ences whi ch al one

can pr oduce concr et e pat hs t owar d t he uni ver sal i t y of emanci pat or y pr axi s .

Hence, a cul t ur e ceases t o exi st when t hose who ar e i t s bear er s become

submer ged by t he ment al and af f ect i ve st r uct ur es of ot her s and t hus no l onger

abl e t o " r ei nt er pr et er l es empr unt s qu' i l s f ont sel on l eur code pr opr e et ne

peuvent pl us cr eer de sol ut i ons or i gi nal es dans l a condui t e de l eur vi e

col l ect i ve . " 22 The out come of t hi s epi st emol ogi cal posi t i on i s, t her ef or e, t he

r ej ect i on of any hypost at i zat i on of t he i mper i al nat i on, t he pr i vi l eged cl ass, or

t he abst r act i ndi vi dual as t he l ocus of emanci pat i on .

Cul t ur al Domi nat i on as t he Hi ghest St age of I mper i al i sm

Much mor e expl i ci t at t ent i on i s gi ven t o t he quest i on of speci f yi ng t he st at us

of cul t ur al phenomena i n t he f or m of soci et y under exami nat i on : t he advanced

but dependent capi t al i st soci et y . I n t hi s cont ext , of cour se, Canada and Quebec ar e

ci t ed as t he pr i mar y i l l ust r at i ve exampl es . Accor di ngl y, chapt er t wo of Deux pays
pour vi vr e i s concer ned wi t h a br i ef sur vey of t he hi st or y of economi c and cul t ur al

i mper i al i sm def i ned by t he t r i angul ar r el at i on of dependenci es whi ch i nt er l ock

Canada, Quebec, and t he Uni t ed St at es . 23 On t he one hand, t hi s anal ysi s i s cr i t i cal

of t he f r equent t endency i n Quebec t o i dent i f y i t s dependence pr i mar i l y i n

r el at i on t o Ot t awa and t he r est of Canada, t hus gl ossi ng over t he l ar ger cont ext of

Amer i can hegemony . Thi s di scussi on al so di spel s any suspi ci on t hat t he aut hor s'

emphasi s on t he pr i or i t y of t he cul t ur al quest i on i s l i nked t o a si mpl i st i c

under st andi ng of t he possi bl i t y of separ at i ng cul t ur al , pol i t i cal , and economi c
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i ssues . As t he anal ysi s of t he pol i t i cal economy of cul t ur e concl udes, i t i s

ul t i mat el y i mpossi bl e t o separ at e t he mal adi es of cul t ur al and economi c

dependence : " La l ogi que de l a pr oduct i on des bi ens symbol i ques se moul e donc

sur cel l e de l a pr oduct i on des aut omobi l es. " 14 Fai l ur e t o gr asp t hi s poi nt , i t i s

ar gued, has been at t he r oot of t he cont i nui ng f ai l ur e of Canadi an gover nment s t o

ef f ect i vel y deal wi t h t he cr i si s of t he economy or cul t ur e .

The exampl es of Canada and Quebec t hus l ead Ri oux and Cr ean t o a mor e

gener al f or mul at i on of t he pr ocesses of cul t ur al domi nat i on anal ysed . Thi s i s

expr essed i n t he t hesi s of cul t ur al hegemony as t he hi ghest st age of i mper i al i sm.

Wher eas past f or ms of i mper i al i sm emphasi zed pol i t i cal and economi c power ,

i t s cont empor ar y f or m i s cr owned by ever mor e subt l e cul t ur al pr ocesses :

La domi nat i on cul t ur el l e n' est possi bl e que si exi st ent l es

hegemoni es pol i t i que, economi que et t echnol ogi que . L' hege-

moni e cul t ur el l e que l a pui ssance i mper i al e amer i cai ne vi se

vi endr ai t l a f or me supr eme de l ' i mper i al i sme pui sque l es

r epr esent at i ons et l es val eur s des soci et es domi nees s' er odent

et sont r empl acees par cel l es de l a pui ssance domi nant e. Les

domi nes envi ennent a voul oi r et a desi r er pour eux ce que

char r oi ent l es i ndust r i es cul t ur el l es de l a met r opol e et ce que

qu' el l es pr i vi l egi ent comme souhai t abl e et desi r abl e . C' est l a

f or me l a pl us i nsi di euse d' i mper i al i sme pui squ' i l n' y a pas

d' occupat i on mi l i t ai r e ni de br i mades economi ques et

pol i t i ques mai s des i mages, des sons, des mot s, des f or mes qui

r epr esent ent une soci et e d' abondance et de r eves . zs

Unl i ke pol i t i cal and economi c domi nat i on, whi ch ar e mor e vi si bl e and cl osel y

l i nked t o t he pot ent i al use of f or ce, t he pr ocesses of cul t ur al domi nat i on ar e

vei l ed behi nd i deol ogi cal i nt er pr et at i ons of t he neut r al i t y of t echni que, t he f r ee

movement of i nf or mat i on, and t he obj ect i vi t y and r at i onal i t y of pr of essi onal i zed

communi cat or s . I n t hese ci r cumst ances, subj ect s vol unt ar i l y compl y wi t h

r el at i ons of domi nat i on and even come t o act i vel y i dent i f y wi t h t he per spect i ve

of t he met r opol i t an cent r e, as has been wel l - document ed i n t he case of Canada .

Her e, of cour se, t he aut hor s f ol l ow t he sever al appr oaches t o cul t ur al

r epr oduct i on i n advanced capi t al i sm, r ef er r i ng somewhat ecl ect i cal l y t o such

di ver se anal yst s as Haber mas, Mat t el ar t , Schi l l er , Baudr i l l ar d, and Bour di eu . An

i nt er est i ng i mpl i ci at i on of Ri oux and Cr ean' s di scussi on, whi ch t hey do not

suf f i ci ent l y st r ess, i s t he uni que cont ext of Canada and Quebec as exampl es of

some of t he most subt l e and compl ex f or ms of i nt er - cul t ur al domi nat i on .
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Cul t ur e as t he Weakest Li nk : A Popul i st Count er - Evol ut i onar y St r at egy?

But havi ng out l i ned t he gr i ml y det er mi ni st i c spect r e of cul t ur al r epr oduct i on,

Ri oux and Cr ean t hen pr oceed t o coupl e i t - unl i ke most aut hor s i n t hi s ar ea -

wi t h an at t empt t o f or mul at e a st r at egy of escape f r omt he symbol i c chai ns of t he

consci ousness i ndust r y and t ot al admi ni st r at i on . Somewhat apol oget i cal l y, t o be

sur e, t hey concl ude t hat domi nat i on can be f ought pr i mar i l y - at l east i ni t i al l y

- by cul t ur al means ; mor eover , most ef f or t s pr oceedi ng di r ect l y f r omeconomi c

t o pol i t i cal i ssues ar e doomed t o r epeat t he er r or s of t he exi st i ng f or mof

i ndust r i al soci et y :

Nous cr oyons, a t or t ou a r ai son, que pour f ai r e aut r e chose

du poi nt de vue economi que, i l f aut d' abor d que change l e

syst eme de val eur s et de r epr esent at i ons qui , l ui seul , peut

donner nai ssance a d' aut r es pr oj et s de bonne vi e et de bonne

soci et y, cc qui , a not r e sens, est emi nemment cul t ur el . 26

At f i r st gl ance, t hi s posi t i on mi ght appear t o be consi st ent wi t h an essent i al l y

Gr amsci an concept i on of a count er - hegemoni c st r at egy of cul t ur al mobi l i zat i on .

Though t her e i s i ndeed consi der abl e cont i nui t y bet ween aspect s of Gr amsci ' s

concept i on of hi st or i ci st Mar xi smand Ri oux' s cr i t i cal soci ol ogy, t he l at t er

i mpl i ci t l y r e- i nvokes t he hi st or i ci st pr i nci pl e of speci f i cat i on and i s f or ced t o

r each r at her di f f er ent st r at egi c concl usi ons about t he f or mof cr i si s i n advanced

capi t al i st soci et i es such as Canada . The deci si ve di f f er ences her e ar e t he

r ecogni t i on of t he obsol escence of t he cl assi c concept i on of r evol ut i onar y

st r uggl e ( st i l l ent er t ai ned i n a modi f i ed f or mby Gr amsci i n a f asci st I t al y) i n t he

cont ext of an af f l uent l i ber al democr at i c soci et y, and a r ej ect i on of any excl usi vel y

pr ol et ar i an or nar r owl y wor ki ng- cl ass basi s f or t he devel opment of cul t ur al

al t er nat i ves . Accor di ngl y, t he posi t i on of Ri oux and Cr ean di ver ges shar pl y f r om

many of t hose who, f ol l owi ng t he Bi r mi nghamSchool ' s r eadi ng of Al t husser and

Gr amsci , ar e t empt ed t o r evi ve a r at her or t hodox ver si on of Mar xi sm i n t he

avant - gar de gui se of a var i ant of cul t ur al Mar xi sm. 2 '

What t hen i s t hi s al t er nat i ve st r at egy? At t he r i sk of t he di st or t i ons i nher ent

i n any schema, Ri oux and Cr ean' s posi t on coul d be char act er i zed as ( 1) count er -

hegemoni c but al so count er cul t ur al ; ( 2) r ef l exi vel y nat i onal i st and count er -

evol ut i onar y ; and ( 3) popul i st as opposed t o pr ol et ar i an or el i t i st . Each of t hese

obvi ousl y r equi r es cl ar i f i cat i on .

The ar gument of Deux pays pour vi vr e i s " count er cul t ur al " i n t he sense and t o

t he degr ee t hat i t s count er - hegemoni c pl ea pr esupposes a t heor y of cul t ur al

cr i si s . Fr omt hi s poi nt of vi ewt he concept of cr i si s shoul d not be r est r i ct ed t o i t s

mani f est at i ons i n t he cont ext s of ener gy, ecol ogy, economi cs, or pol i t i cs . To do so

i s t o r un t he r i sk of f or mul at i ng t he pr obl emof opposi t i on t o t he domi nant or der
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i n t er ms of concept s and cat egor i es whi ch ar e gr ounded i n i t s vi si on of t he wor l d.

I n cont r ast - and t hi s i s t he count er - cul t ur al t hr ust of t hei r ar gument -

i ndust r i al ci vi l i zat i on i s i n t he mi dst of a pr ocess of cul t ur al mut at i on whi ch has

cal l ed i nt o quest i on t he concept i on of economi c devel opment r unni ng f r om

AdamSmi t h t hr ough Mar x and t hei r cont empor ar y r epr esent at i ves . Whet her

expr essed i n Haber mas' not i on of " l egi t i mat i on cr i si s" or Bel l ' s r ef er ence t o t he

" cul t ur al cont r adi ct i ons of capi t al i sm, " i t i s cl ear - t he aut hor s concl ude - t hat

" l a cr i se qui at t ei nt nos soci et es est avant t out une cr i se de l a ci vi l i sat i on et non

pas cel l e des debouches commer ci aux . " zs

Secondl y, t he r esul t i ng st r at egy i s " r ef l exi vel y nat i onal i st " i n r el at i on t o

per i pher al and dependent soci et i es because nat i onal aspi r at i ons ar e not an

excl usi ve goal , but ar e l i nked wi t h a cr i t i que of al l ot her f or ms of domi nat i on . I t i s

al so " count er - evol ut i onar y" i n t he sense t hat t he demyst i f i cat i on of any uni l i near

l ogi c of i ndust r i al devel opment , whet her i n t he f or mof any " conver gence

t heor y" or concept i on of " l ead soci et y" , paves t he way f or t he r ecogni t i on of t he

possi bl i t y of di ver gent st r at egi es of devel opment i n advanced Soci et i es . 29I f

nei t her t he Sovi et Uni on nor t he Uni t ed St at es r epr esent s some hi dden l ogi c of

hi st or y or r at i onal i t y, t hen t hei r sat el l i t es ar e no l onger bound i nexor abl y t o

i mi t at i on and i nf er i or i t y . On t he cont r ar y, t hey have an i mpl i ci t r esponsi bi l i t y f or

i nnovat i on, f or poi nt i ng t he way t o possi bl i t i es not open t o i mper i al cent r es

par al yzed by t he i ner t i a of power . I n t hi s r espect , t he si t uat i ons i n Pol and and

Quebec ar e essent i al l y par al l el .

Fi nal l y, t he concept i on of t r ansi t i on pr oposed i s " popul i st " r at her t han

pr ol et ar i an or el i t i st i n t he sense t hat i t assumes t hat t he ul t i mat e l ocus of t he

cr eat i ve i magi nat i on r equi r ed f or an epochal br eakt hr ough i s pr eser ved and

r eki ndl ed i n gr oups and communi t i es whose ever yday l i f e exper i ence has not

been f ul l y i ncor por at ed i nt o t he et hos of t he domi nant ci vi l i zat i on. 3° On t hi s

account , any abst r act i dent i f i cat i on of t he pr ol et ar i at or st at e wi t h

" pr ogr essi ve" t endenci es f al l s pr ey t o t he l i mi t s of i nnovat i on wi t hi n t he l ogi c of

t he exi st i ng or der . An i mpor t ant exampl e of t he l at t er pr obl emcan be seen i n t he

par adoxi cal r ol e of t he st at e i n pr omot i ng cul t ur al aut onomy i n a dependent

soci et y . As t he pr act i ces of cul t ur al devel opment i n Ot t awa and Quebec Ci t y

demonst r at e, t her e i s an i nher ent t endency t o t r eat cul t ur al devel opment as a

si mpl e ext ensi on of t he l ogi c of economi c devel opment ; consequent l y, t he ci t i zen

i s agai n t r ansf or med i nt o a passi ve consumer by speci al i zed agent s of cul t ur al

pr oduct i on . These pr ocesses ar e evi dent i n al l f or ms of el i t i st - of f i ci al or

academi c - cul t ur al pr oduct i on and di st r i but i on .

Si mi l ar l y, t he wor ki ng- cl ass does not of f er an unpr obl emat i c poi nt of

depar t ur e f or cul t ur al r esi st ance and i nnovat i on because of i t s l ong and l ar gel y

successf ul i ncor por at i on t hr ough t he act i vi t i es of t he st at e and mass cul t ur al

i ndust r i es . I ndeed, i t was pr eci sel y t hr ough t he pr ocess of cul t ur al i nt egr at i on

t hat t he pr ol et ar i at f ai l ed t o pr eser ve i t s aut onomy and l ost i t s pr i vi l eged

hi st or i cal posi t i on and mi ssi on ; at t he same t i me, however , " l a pr i se en mai n de

sa dest i nee commence donc par cel l e de sa cul t ur e . " 31 But i n t he cont empor ar y

si t uat i on of Canada and Quebec t hi s cannot be r eadi l y i dent i f i ed wi t h any speci f i c
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gr oup- such as t he wor ki ng- cl ass or speci f i c uni ons- because of t he ext ent t o

whi ch t hese have been i ncor por at ed i nt o " mass cul t ur e. "

The st r at egi c possi bl i t i es f or emanci pat or y pr act i ces ar e l ocat ed i nst ead i n

what t he aut hor s r ef er t o as " cul t ur e popul ai r e" , a t er mwhi ch t r ansl at es

somewhat mi sl eadi ngl y i nt o " popul ar cul t ur e" , at l east t o t he ext ent t hi s i s

associ at ed wi t h " mass" cul t ur al act i vi t i es i n gener al . Consequent l y, i t i s much

cl oser t o t he use of t he not i on of popul ar cul t ur e by t hose concer ned wi t h ear l y

moder n Eur opean hi st or y and hence wi t h essent i al l y pr e- mass- medi at ed and

pr e- i ncor por at ed f or ms of wor ki ng- cl ass l ei sur e and pr i vat e l i f e . So f or Ri oux and

Cr ean t he concept of " cul t ur e popul ai r e" r et ai ns a st r ong posi t i ve and nor mat i ve

connot at i on ( gi ven i t s associ at i on wi t h pot ent i al f or cul t ur al i nnovat i on) and a

r est r i ct i ve empi r i cal as a means t o i ndi cat e t hose f or ms of cul t ur al act i vi t y and

expr essi on whi ch r et ai n l ocal and r egi onal r oot s, hence consi der abl e

aut onomy as t he r eposi t or y f or t he i magi nat i ve r ecover y of t he col l ect i ve wi l l of

gr oups and communi t i es . Thi s " cul t ur e popul ai r e" , however , i s si mul t aneousl y

menaced f r omt he el i t e cul t ur e above ( of f i ci al and academi c) and t he mass cul t ur e

pr oceedi ng f r omdi st ant cent r es :

La t hese que nous voudr i ons def endr e c' est que 1' appor t de l a

cul t ur e popul ai r e est t ouj our s al l ee en s' amenui sant au

det r i ment de l a cul t ur e di t e d' el i t e et de l a cul t ur e de masse,

t out es deux aux mai ns de gr oupes domi nant s au sei n de chaque

pays et a 1' echel on i nt er nat i onal . 31

Obvi ousl y t hi s popul i st t heme and t he r el at ed t ypol ogy of f or ms of cul t ur e

poses some pr obl ems whi ch ar e not adequat el y r esol ved i n t he next of Deux pays

pour vi vr e . I t shoul d be not ed, however , t hat t hese quest i ons ar e bei ng expl or ed

i n mor e det ai l by Ri oux and ot her s i n Quebec under t he auspi ci es of a maj or

r esear ch pr oj ect . 33

Fr omTheor y t o Pol i t i cal Pr act i ce : The Et er nal Tr i angl e

Thi s si mul t aneous r ef usal of t he l i ber al - pr agmat i c, pessi mi st i c- conser vat i ve,

and neo- Mar xi st st r at egi c opt i ons, t hus opens up t he mor e speci f i c i ssue of t he

i mpl i cat i ons of Ri oux and Cr ean' s concept i on of cr i t i cal soci ol ogy f or

cont empor ar y Canadi an pol i t i cs . I t woul d l ead f ar beyond t he bounds of t hi s

essay, however , t o do mor e t han i t er at e t he gener al st r at egy of t he " pl ea f or t wo

nat i ons" and t o not e a coupl e of omi ssi ons i n t hei r anal ysi s whi ch coul d l ead t o

unnecessar y mi sunder st andi ngs .
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As pr evi ousl y ment i oned, pr i or i t y i s gi ven t o a pr el i mi nar y r e- negot i at i on of

t he r el at i onshi p bet ween Canada and Quebec as a necessar y pr er equi si t e f or

f r eei ng bot h t o const r uct pol i ci es or i ent ed t owar d gr eat er sel f - det er mi nat i on. 34

The under l yi ng assumpt i on her e t ends t o conver ge wi t h t hat of l ef t - nat i onal i sm

gener al l y : t hat t he pol i t i cal pr ocess of at t empt i ng t o gai n gr eat er cont r ol of a

soci et y' s economy and cul t ur e i s t he most power f ul means avai l abl e f or cr eat i ng

awar eness of t he r ange of f or ms of domi nat i on . Fr om t hi s f ol l ows t he suppor t

( not uncr i t i cal ) of t he Par t i Quebecoi s, despi t e i t s pr act i ce of a r at her

convent i onal f or mof bur eaucr at i c soci al democr acy . Thi s suppor t , however , i s

based on t he assumpt i on t hat t hi s movement i s t he car r i er of aut hent i c ut opi an

aspi r at i ons whi ch t r anscend bot h t he speci f i c cl ass backgr ound of par t i ci pant s

and t he speci f i c pol i ci es f or ced upon a par t y i n power by t he f eder al

gover nment , t he gener al economi c cr i si s, t he pot ent i al bl ackmai l of capi t al , and a

pr ecar i ous al l i ance wi t h uni ons t or n bet ween i r r esponsi bi l i t y masked as cl ass

mi l i t ancy and co- oper at i on i n a l ong- t er m st r at egy of economi c r e- or gani zat i on .

Ri oux' s r esponse t o t hi s si t uat i on f ol l ows f r om t he gener al posi t i on of hi s

cr i t i cal soci ol ogy i n t hat an i r oni cal l y Weber i an di st i nct i on i s pr eser ved bet ween

t he et hi cs of r esponsi bl i t y f or t he soci al democr at i c pol i t i cs of t he economi cal l y

possi bl e and t he ext r a- par l i ament ar y et hi cs of commi t ment t o ant i ci pat or y

cul t ur al movement s . Thi s al l ows t he degr ee of r econci l at i on bet ween t heor y and

pr act i ce possi bl e under di f f i cul t condi t i ons . Fr omt hi s per spect i ve, t he pr act i cal

f ai l ur e of t he Par t i Quebecoi s woul d not r ef ut e t he j ust i f i cat i on of suppor t

because t her e i s no convi nci ng basi s f or t he assumpt i on t hat t her e was a

dr amat i cal l y di f f er ent al t er nat i ve. A mul t i di mensi onal concept i on of change

i mpl i es t hat t he pr ocess of t r ansi t i on oper at es at many di f f er ent l evel s r equi r i ng

di f f er ent t i me cycl es f or t hei r r eal i zat i on. El ect or al pol i t i cs i s onl y one of t hese

domai ns, as ar e cl ass and ot her f or ms of mobi l i zat i on, cul t ur al movement s or

one' s per sonal l i f e. None of t hese i s absol ut el y pr i vi l eged and set backs i n one may

be compensat ed f or by advances i n ot her s . Such a f l exi bl e r econci l at i on of t heor y

and pr act i ce al l ows avoi dance of bot h Ador no' s met aphysi cal pessi mi smand t he

nai ve opt i mi smof a pol i t i cal economy wai t i ng f or t he r evol ut i onar y mi l l eni um.

A f i r st negl ect ed poi nt i , n Ri oux and Cr ean' s anal ysi s whi ch coul d l ead t o

mi sunder st andi ng i s a f ai l ur e t o dr aw out t he consequences of t he asymmet r y of

t he act ual and pot ent i al r ol e of t he nat i onal quest i ons i n t he pr ovi nce of Quebec

as opposed t o el sewher e i n Canada . I t i s quest i onabl e whet her t her e ar e

compar abl e bases f or t he f or ms of " cul t ur e popul ai r e" whi ch have pl ayed such an

i mpor t ant par t i n def i ni ng t he cul t ur al aut onomy of Quebec and i t s r el at i on t o a

mass movement . Ther e ar e t hus r easons t o bel i eve t hat any cul t ur al

devel opment s i n angl ophone Canada wi l l be accompani ed by a shar p spl i t

bet ween i ndi genous cul t ur al cr eat i on appeal i ng t o a l ar gel y el i t e audi ence and t he

mass audi ence of i mpor t ed Amer i can cul t ur e . To t hi s ext ent , t her e i s l i t t l e basi s

f or any shor t - t er mr econci l i at i on bet ween cul t ur al ant i ci pat i on and soci al

democr acy of t he t ype now f ound, even i f on a f r agi l e basi s, i n t he Par t i

Quebecoi s .

Anot her pot ent i al l y mi sl eadi ng omi ssi on i s t he absence of a " pl ea" f or a t hi r d
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" pays pour vi vr e, " i . e. a pr ocess of devel opment i n t he Uni t ed St at es whi ch woul d

compl ement t he aspi r at i ons of Canada and Quebec . Equal l y as pr essi ng as t he

need f or mut ual under st andi ng wi t hi n Canada i s t he i mper at i ve of

communi cat i ng t o sympat het i c Amer i cans what i s or mi ght be happeni ng nor t h

of t he 49t h par al l el . On t he one hand, t her e ar e voi ces i n Amer i ca whi ch

i ncr easi ngl y ar t i cul at e a concept i on of t he cr i si s of advanced capi t al i smcl ose t o

t hat of t he cr i t i cal soci ol ogy of Ri oux and Cr ean . Some of t hese have even dr awn

si mi l ar concl usi ons i n cal l i ng f or t he devel opment of r egi onal " nat i ons" t o

count er t he excessi ve scal e and cent r al i zat i on of Amer i can soci et y . As Wi l l i am

Appl et on Wi l l i ams has r ecent l y poi nt ed out , one of t he congeni t al f l aws of t he

Amer i can l ef t has been a bl i ndness, or i gi nat i ng i n a shar ed i ndebt edness t o t he

her i t age of Napol eon, Li ncol n, and Mar x, t o t he pr obl emof t he scal e of pol i t i cal

communi t i es :

I n a f undament al sense, t her ef or e, t went i et h- cent ur y r adi cal s

f ol l owed Mar x i n becomi ng vi ct i ms of hi s f asci nat i ng

combi nat i on of capi t al i st assumpt i ons and soci al i st ut opi ani sm. . .

( whi ch) l ed hi mt o bel i eve t hat a change of cl ass at t he cent er of

t he met r opol i s woul d change t he i nher ent nat ur e of t he

syst em.

Unhappi l y, i t was wr ong and wr ong agai n . For i f capi t al i sm

l eads t o i ncr easi ng demogr aphi c i mbal ance, t he super -

cent r al i zat i on of power , and t he dest r uct i on of communi t y,

t hen sur el y a r i gor ous r adi cal i sm i s def i ned by r egi onal i sm i n

t he i nt er nat i onal ar ena . . . I t i s easy, and conveni ent , t o di smi ss

such al t er nat i ves as nost al gi c nonsense. But t hey ar e i n t r ut h

t he gut s of a ver y t ough l at e t went i et h- cent ur y r adi cal i sm.

Amer i can r adi cal s must f ace and answer t he naught y quest i on :

Do t hey want t o manage an essent i al l y unchanged cor por at e

capi t al i st pol i t i cal economy as l i t t l e mor e t han especi al l y

sensi t i ve and r esponsi bl e admi ni st r at or s, or do t hey want t o

change t he wor l d? I f t he l at t er , t hen I suggest t hat changi ng

t he wor l d hi nges on br eaki ng t he exi st i ng syst em i nt o

human- si zed component s of space, t i me, pl ace and scal e . 3 s

Mor eover , by omi t t i ng t he quest i on of i nt er nal Amer i can devel opment s, i t i s

i mpl i ed t hat t he " Amer i can empi r e" i s a monol i t hi c ent i t y and t hat Canada and

Quebec coul d successf ul l y negot i at e t hei r f at e i n r el at i on t o i t . Yet i t i s obvi ous

t hat any ef f or t t o r enegot i at e such r el at i ons pr esupposes sympat het i c and

i nf or med gr oups whi ch ar e now - out si de of a f ew cases of cooper at i on on

ecol ogi cal i ssues - cl ear l y absent . Even i n pr ogr essi ve, cosmopol i t an ci r cl es

t her e i s an abysmal i gnor ance i n Amer i ca of t he Canadi an quest i on, a f act whi ch

does not bode wel l f or t he f ut ur e . To an ext ent , Quebec has al r eady commi t t ed a
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si mi l ar mi st ake by i gnor i ng t he r est of Canada ( Ri oux i s an except i on her e) ,

l eavi ng t he popul at i on at t he mer cy of t he mass medi a and pol i t i ci ans . Does not a

dependent cul t ur e have a r esponsi bi l i t y t o br i ng i t s message t o t hose gr oups i n t he

domi nant cul t ur e whi ch ar e t he pot ent i al agent s of change? I s not t hi s

ambi val ence and t emer i t y i t sel f a mani f est at i on of a col oni al i zed cul t ur e? I n t hi s

cont ext t he expor t of cr eat i ve i ndi genous cul t ur al pr oduct i ons whi ch ar e r oot ed
i n Canadi an exper i ence and not Hol l ywood i mi t at i ons becomes ( agai n) mor e
t han a quest i on of dol l ar s and cent s, f or i t i s t he onl y means t o cr eat e t he r espect
and under st andi ng necessar y f or negot i at i ng a new r el at i onshi p .

Pol i t i cal Economy and Cr i t i cal Theor y

The pr ecedi ng sympat het i c r econst r uct i on of Ri oux and Cr ean' s cr i t i cal

soci ol ogy of cul t ur e has set asi de many of t he mor e det ai l ed i ssues whi ch mi ght be

of concer n i n a mor e compr ehensi ve anal ysi s and cr i t i que . The obj ect i ve has

been, r at her , t o pr esent a " st yl i zed" ver si on of t hei r appr oach whi ch hi ghl i ght s

i t s i mpl i cat i ons f or Canadi an pol i t i cal economy . To make t hese mor e expl i ci t , i t

i s i nst r uct i ve t o out l i ne an agenda of quest i ons ( and chal l enges) whi ch such a

conf r ont at i on i mpl i es . To be sur e, t he r esul t i ng di scussi on i s sel ect i ve because

l i mi t ed t o pr obl ems whi ch ar i se di r ect l y f r om t he f or mul at i on of cr i t i cal
soci ol ogy ut i l i zed ; but t he advant age i s t hat i t nar r ows an ot her wi se vast t opi c,

di r ect s at t ent i on t o a number of f undament al i ssues, and al l ows a f ocus on an

exmpl e of cr i t i cal soci ol ogy f or mul at ed speci f i cal l y as a r esponse t o t he cr i si s of

Canada and Quebec .

The mor e gener al cont ext of debat e her e i s t he f ut ur e of t he human and soci al

sci ences i n Canada . For some t i me now t her e has been ext ensi ve di scussi on
wi t hi n uni ver si t i es of t he r el at i ons bet ween t he devel opment of a " nat i onal "

t r adi t i on of schol ar shi p, t he pr eser vat i on of cer t ai n " uni ver sal " st andar ds

associ at ed wi t h t he i deal of a sci ent i f i c communi t y, and t he pr ocess of bor r owi ng
f r om ot her soci et i es, most t ypi cal l y Angl o- Amer i can or Eur opean . 36 I n t he case

at hand, however , t hi s quest i on i s nar r owed t o t hose f or ms of i nqui r y whi ch,
unl i ke t he domi nant par adi gms of empi r i cal soci al sci ence, addr ess di r ect l y i ssues
concer ni ng t he nat i onal component s of r esear ch t r adi t i ons and t hei r capaci t y f or
i nf or mi ng or gui di ng f undament al - per haps even r adi cal - soci al change.
Wi t h r espect t o t he i nt er nal di f f er ences whi ch di vi de t hose who pr opose what

ar e i n some sense " r adi cal " and " cr i t i cal " al t er nat i ves, t he cr uci al poi nt of
cont ent i on has been t he st r at egy f or appr opr i at i ng t he Mar xi an t r adi t i on, bot h as
a pr ogr amme of r esear ch and as a gui de t o pol i t i cal change. The r esol ut i on of t hi s

quest i on def i nes, i n t ur n, a speci f i c r el at i onshi p wi t h t r adi t i onal soci al sci ent i f i c
t heor i es, met hods, and modes of appl i cat i on.

As ar gued at t he onset , Ri oux and Cr ean' s cr i t i cal soci ol ogy cannot be r eadi l y
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cl assi f i ed wi t hi n t he t ypol ogy pr oposed by Dr ache f or under st andi ng t he

devel opment of t he pol i t i cal economy t r adi t i on i n Canada, t he pr i mar y di scur si ve

f r amewor k wi t hi n whi ch t he Mar xi an t r adi t i on has - come t o i nf l uence

i nt er pr et at i ons of soci et y and hi st or y . Aspect s of t hei r appr oach woul d al l ow, t o

be sur e, i t s cl assi f i cat i on under t he headi ng of t he " new pol i t i cal economy"

especi al l y t hose st r ands wi t h r oot s i n t he t r adi t i ons of t he " hi nt er l ander s" and

t he " post - I nni si ans . " But as t he pr ecedi ng r econst r uct i on has made cl ear , t her e

ar e aspect s of t hei r cr i t i cal soci ol ogy whi ch cal l i nt o quest i on i t s i dent i f i cat i on,

wi t hout f ur t her ado, wi t h any gr oupi ng i ncl udi ng peopl e such as Ryer son, Nel l es,

Wat ki ns, Cl ement , Dr ache, and Pani t ch . Though bui l di ng upon t he wor k of such

aut hor s i ndi r ect l y, Ri oux and Cr ean' s pr oj ect i s ani mat ed by di f f er ent cogni t i ve

i nt er est s and ar r i ves at some di ver gent pol i t i cal and st r at egi c concl usi ons . The

si mpl est sol ut i on t o t hi s anomal y, t her ef or e, woul d be t o add an ei ght h phase of

devel opment under t he headi ng of " cr i t i cal soci ol ogy and cr i t i cal t heor y : " 37

Yet t hi s new cat egor y adds as many pr obl ems as i t sol ves ; i t does not f ol l ow

i mmanent l y f r om t he new pol i t i cal economy and cannot be compar ed t o i t

wi t hout addr essi ng some i mpor t ant t heor et i cal and met hodol ogi cal assump-

t i ons . 3 a Especi al l y i mpor t ant her e i s t he r el at i ve het er ogenei t y of t he appr oaches

cont r ast ed and t he degr ee t o whi ch t hey may l i e on di f f er ent t heor et i cal l evel s

because gui ded by di f f er ent cogni t i ve i nt er est s . I f t he f or mer pr esent s t he

pot ent i al - pr obl em of over gener al i zat i on, t he l at t er cr eat es t he r i sk of

const r uct i ng a pseudo- debat e .

To avoi d over gener al i zat i on, t he f ol l owi ng di scussi on f ocuses on t he " new"

pol i t i cal economy as desi gnat ed by Dr ache . Thi s wi l l be t aken i deal t ypi cal l y t o

r ef er t o an appr oach t o t he r ei nt er pr et at i on of Canadi an economi c hi st or y gui ded

by a t heor y of devel opment der i ved i n par t f r om an i ndi genousl y const r uct ed

dependency model ( st apl es t heor y) coupl ed wi t h, i n di ver se f ashi ons, some mor e

or l ess convent i onal neo- Mar xi an concept i on of cl ass conf l i ct . I nt er nal debat es

t ur n pr eci sel y on t he quest i on of t he r el at i onshi p bet ween t he dependency and

i nt er nal cl ass r el at i on model s, cr eat i ng a l at ent t ensi on bet ween t he ol der

t r adi t i on of economi c hi st or y and t he i nt r oduct i on of cont empor ar y model s of

neo- Mar xi st pol i t i cal economy based pr i mar i l y on t he Eur opean exper i ence . 39

These expl anat or y debat es do not st and i n i sol at i on as mani f est at i ons of some

ki nd of val ue- f r ee sci ence, however , because t hey ar e i nt egr al l y associ at ed wi t h a

set of i deol ogi cal and st r at egi c assumpt i ons r oot ed i n t he anal ysi s of t he cl ass

nat ur e of pol i t i cal conf l i ct s . Agai n, t her e ar e i mpor t ant di f f er ences sur r oundi ng

such quest i ons as t he exact st at us and pot ent i al of nat i onal i sm i n t he st r uggl e

agai nst i nequal i t y, t he pot ent i al of t he st at e t o r espond t o par l i ament ar y

opposi t i onal movement s, t he cl ass char act er of f ar mer s and pet t y commodi t y

pr oducer s, et c . Yet t her e i s al so a si gni f i cant degr ee of consensus about t he

st r at egi c r ol e of t he wor ki ng cl ass as t he obj ect i ve basi s f or over comi ng t he

exi st i ng syst emof domi nat i on . The r esul t i s an appr oach wi t hi n whi ch a f or m of

speci al i zed i nqui r y ( pol i t i cal economy) i s coupl ed mor e or l ess uncr i t i cal l y wi t h

an i deol ogi cal f r amewor k ( concept i on of sci ence, cul t ur e, pol i t i cs, hi st or y) t o

whi ch i t has a t aken- f or - gr ant ed r el at i onshi p.
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Def i ni ng t he appr oach of cr i t i cal t heor y and soci ol ogy i s si mpl i f i ed, l ar gel y

because of i t s under devel opment wi t h r espect t o Canadi an i ssues . And by gi vi ng

Ri oux and Cr ean' s anal ysi s pr i de of pl ace, t he st age has al r eady been set f or

out l i ni ng an agenda of i mpl i ci t quest i ons f or pol i t i cal economy . Suf f i ce i t t o not e

t hat t he cr uci al poi nt of di f f er ence i s t he met at heor et i cal and soci ol ogi cal

f r amewor k wi t hi n whi ch t he dat a of pol i t i cal economi c and ot her f or ms of soci al

sci ent i f i c r esear ch ar e r ei nt er pr et ed . The r esul t i ng st r at egy of i nqui r y i s t hus

mar ked by a di f f er ent knowl edge- gui di ng i nt er est t han t hat whi ch i nf or ms t he

r esear ch pr act i ces of t hose concer ned wi t h t he t heor y of Canadi an economi c

devel opment . I n t hi s r espect Ri oux and Cr ean i mpl i ci t l y f ol l ow t he model of

" cr i t i cal " t heor y i n t hei r concer n wi t h t he condi t i ons of possi bi l i t y of qual i t at i ve

change, as opposed t o t he pr i or i t y of an empi r i cal - anal yt i cal anal ysi s of t he

det er mi nant s of t he exi st i ng f or m of soci et y . Thi s di sj unct ur e i s based on t he

assumpt i on t hat t he anal ysi s of economi c r el at i ons no l onger ( i f i t ever di d)

pr ovi des an adequat e account of how a new f or m of soci et y mi ght be const r uct ed .

The consequence i s t hat t he meani ng and si gni f i cance of pol i t i cal economi c

f i ndi ngs ar e t r ansf or med by t hei r i ncor por at i on i nt o a mor e gener al t heor y of

soci et y and cul t ur al cr i t i que .

To avoi d a pseudo- debat e, i t i s i mpor t ant t o st r ess t hat t he r el at i onshi p

bet ween pol i t i cal economy and cr i t i cal t heor y i s best r ef er r ed t o as a di al ogue

r at her t han as a quest i on of t heor y compet i t i on i n t he st r i ct sense i n whi ch one

must be f al se i f t he ot her be t r ue . But t hi s al so pr esupposes di f f er ent i at i ng

bet ween pol i t i cal economy as a speci al i zed di sci pl i ne and i t s l oosel y associ at ed

aspi r at i on t o be t he basi s f or a gener al t heor y of pol i t i cs, cul t ur e, and t he human

sci ences . At t he empi r i cal l evel , pol i t i cal economy and cr i t i cal soci ol ogy ar e i n

pr i nci pl e compl ement ar y, even i f t he l at t er dr aws upon aspect s of mor e

t r adi t i onal hi st or i cal , soci ol ogi cal , and soci al psychol ogi cal r esear ch t o qual i f y,

chal l enge, or r ei nt er pr et many of t he anal yt i cal expl anat i ons of pol i t i cal

economy . For cr i t i cal soci ol ogy t he exact si gni f i cance of economi c phenomena

( i t sel f a pr obl emat i c manner of sl i ci ng soci al r eal i t y) i s an empi r i cal quest i on

whi ch can onl y be det er mi ned f r om wi t hi n t he f r amewor k of a gi ven

soci ocul t ur al t ot al i t y .

Pol i t i cal economy and cr i t i cal t heor y ar e, on t he ot her hand, l ar gel y compet i ng

and ant agoni st i c at t he met at heor et i cal and st r at egi c l evel because of di ver gent

concept i ons of t he r el at i on bet ween t heor y, pr act i ce, and r adi cal change i n

advanced capi t al i st soci et i es . Thi s st ance i s cl osel y l i nked t o cr i t i cal t heor y' s

cl ai m, expr essed i n var i ous ways, t hat t he wor l d- hi st or i cal mi ssi on of t he

pr ol et ar i at , as or i gi nal l y envi si oned by Mar x, has f ai l ed and t hat i nvoki ng i t s

spect r e i ncr easi ngl y di st r act s f r om concept ual i zi ng t he new hi st or i cal

possi bi l i t i es . ( The Thi r d Wor l d obvi ousl y r equi r es a r at her di f f er ent anal ysi s . )

Mor eover , t hi s posi t i on emer ged f r omwi t hi n t he t r adi t i on of Mar xi sm i t sel f .

Whet her i t be t he Fr ankf ur t School or i t s i nher i t or s, or t he ex- Tr ot skyi t es who

ar e so numer ous among t he cr i t i cal soci ol ogi st s of Fr ance, or t he t heor et i cal

of f spr i ng of t he Angl o- Amer i can NewLef t , t hi s r esponse has pr oceeded by way

of an i mmanent cr i t i que of Mar xi sm.
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One of t he ear l i est and most poi gnant expr essi ons of t hi s was Kar l Kor sch' s

1931 essay on t he " Cr i si s of Mar xi sm" whi ch begi ns wi t h t he acknowl edgement

t hat " Mar xi sm as a movement and as a t heor y i s i n a st at e of cr i si s . Thi s i s no

l onger a cr i si s wi t hi n Mar xi sm, but a cr i si s of Mar xi sm i t sel f " 4° Those who

f ol l owed t o t he bi t t er end t he under l yi ng pr i nci pl es of hi st or i cal speci f i ci t y and

t he uni t y of t heor y and pr axi s wer e f or ced t o r ecogni ze a f undament al

t r ansf or mat i on of t he pl ace of t he economi c pr ocess wi t hi n advanced capi t al i sm

and t he enhanced si gni f i cance of t he st at e and t he new f or ms of cul t ur al

r epr oduct i on . I n t he Canadi an cont ext t he i ni t i al f ai l ur e of t r adi t i onal Mar xi st

anal ysi s was t her ef or e not onl y t hat i t was " met r opol i t an" ; i t was al so dogmat i c,

hence unabl e t o r evi t al i ze i t s own t heor et i cal cat egor i es . Not sur pr i si ngl y, t her e

has of t en been much mor e t o l ear n f r om Mar xi sm' s best cr i t i cs : " bour geoi s"

t heor i st s ani mat ed by a desi r e t o come t o t er ms wi t h t he cr i si s of moder n

ci vi l i zat i on . For t hi s r eason, t he maj or or i gi nal cont r i but i ons t o Canadi an

pol i t i cal economy wer e t hose of I nni s and hi s f ol l ower s who el abor at ed a t heor y

of economi c devel opment on t he basi s of an empi r i ci st concer n wi t h hi st or i cal

speci f i ci t y . Thi s woul d have been i mpossi bl e wi t hi n t he Mar xi sm of t he day and

I nni s' st r at egy was i n many r espect s compar abl e t o t hat of Max Weber i n

Wi l hel mi an Ger many a gener at i on bef or e : t hey bot h used economi c hi st or y

agai nst Mar xi sm, pr ovoki ng awar eness of t he need f or i t s r enewal . I n t he

pr ocess, of cour se, t hey wer e f or ced t o become much mor e t han economi c

hi st or i ans by acknowl edgi ng t he need f or a compl ement ar y t heor y of soci et y and

cul t ur e. And as a consequence, t her e i s a sense i n whi ch t he st udent s of I nni s ( as

t hose of Weber ) wer e f or ced t o r et ur n t o Mar x as par t of t he pr ocess of goi ng

beyond bot h .

I n t he cour se of t hi s r et ur n t o Mar x, however , t he i ndi genous t r adi t i on of

Canadi an pol i t i cal economy has exper i enced di f f i cul t i es r el at ed t o a t endency

t owar d excessi ve empi r i ci sm, an absence of met at heor et i cal r ef l ect i on, wor ki ng

wi t hi n an i mpover i shed and dependent cul t ur al t r adi t i on, and a suspi ci ous

at t i t ude t owar d Eur opean soci al t heor y . One of t he gr eat est sour ces of appeal of a

mor e syst emat i c neo- Mar xi st f or m of pol i t i cal economy i s t hat i t of f er s, i n i t s

r evi t al i zed and hi ghl y sophi st i cat ed mani f est i ons, an al most r eady- made

r esol ut i on of t hese past di f f i cul t i es . I n t he pr ocess t he pecul i ar i t es of Canada can

be acknowl edged i n a manner pr evi ousl y i mpossi bl e f or Mar xi st t heor i st s and

many of t he pr et ensi ons of st apl es t heor y can be demol i shed ( whet her val i dl y or

not ) because of i t s l ack of a mor e compr ehensi ve t heor et i cal pr ogr amme . And i t

i s pr eci sel y f or not movi ng f ar enough i n t hi s di r ect i on t hat Pani t ch has r ecent l y

chi ded t he new pol i t i cal economy :

A mor e pr eci se sour ce of t he weakness of t he new pol i t i cal

economy t han nat i onal i sm, however , may be sai d t o be i t s

i nsuf f i ci ent l y di al ect i cal appr oach t o soci al phenomena . . . The

f ai l ur e t o t ake t hi s appr oach, whi ch st ems f r om a f ai l ur e t o

t ake Mar xi sm ser i ousl y enough, r at her t han f r om any
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necessar y ' cont ami nat i on' whi ch r esul t s f r om i ncor por at i ng

cer t ai n expr essi ons of nat i onal i sm ( or i nsi ght s of I nni s) i nt o a

Mar xi an f r amewor k, may be sai d t o l i e at t he cor e of t he new

pol i t i cal economy' s weaknesses . 4 '

Even i f t hi s be accept ed i n gener al t er ms, pat hs begi n t o par t over t he quest i on

of pr eci sel y what i t means t o be " suf f i ci ent l y di al ect i cal " and t o " t ake Mar xi sm

ser i ousl y enough . " Thi s i s t he most f undament al i ssue, not t he danger of

i mpor t i ng " met r opol i t an Mar xi sm" as Dr ache war ns . For t hi s r eason Pani t ch i s

agai n on sol i d gr ound when he suggest s t hat nat i onal i sm has been a sour ce of

weakness not f or pol i t i cal r easons, but because of " a cer t ai n i nsul ar i t y of f ocus

t hat t ends t o di scour age ( and not count as par t of Canadi an pol i t i cal economy)

cont r i but i ons t o gener al t heor et i cal debat es or t o compar at i ve r esear ch . " 42

Though t hi s ver y i nsul ar i t y was a pr i mar y sour ce of i t s capaci t y t o t heor et i cal l y

ar t i cul at e t he uni que f eat ur es of Canadi an economi c devel opment , beyond a

cer t ai n poi nt i t must r e- exami ne i t s assumpt i ons i n r el at i on t o t hese l ar ger

debat es i f i t i s t o ent er a newst age of cr eat i ve r esear ch, especi al l y i n r el at i on t o

t he cont empor ar y cr i si s . The r eal quest i on i s whi ch debat es and whi ch f or ms of

compar at i ve r esear ch ar e t o be t aken t o i nspi r e r ef l ect i ons on t he

r ei nt er pr et at i on of Canadi an soci al , pol i t i cal , and economi c t heor y .

So- cal l ed " met r opol i t an Mar xi sm" i s i t sel f a hi ghl y het er ogenous

phenomenon wi t h a l ong hi st or y and di ver gent t r i but ar i es of devel opment . For

t hi s r eason i t i s i mpor t ant t o st r ess t he st r at egi c di f f er ence bet ween t he

sophi st i cat ed f or mof neo- Mar xi st pol i t i cal economy advocat ed by Pani t ch and

t he cr i t i cal soci ol ogy of cul t ur e pr oposed by Ri oux and Cr ean. These r epr esent

t wo f undament al l y di f f er ent st r at egi es f or dr awi ng upon Eur opean di scussi ons

as a basi s f or r et hi nki ng t he pr obl emat i c of Canadi an dependence and

devel opment . Wher eas t he f i r st appeal s t o a r est or at i on of Mar x' s pr ogr amme

vi a a t heor y of monopol y capi t al i sm, t he l at t er dr aws i nspi r at i on f r oma

count er - r esponse based on t he assumpt i on of t he f ai l ur e of t hat or i gi nal pr oj ect .

At t he same t i me t hi s post - Mar xi st di scour se cl ai ms t o have nei t her abandoned

t he sear ch f or a cr i t i cal t heor y of soci et y nor f or a st r at egy of pol i t i cal and cul t ur al

r enewal .

An Agenda of Quest i ons f or t he New Pol i t i cal Economy

The f ol l owi ng agenda of quest i ons al l udes t o t he l ar ger Eur opean cont ext of

di vi si on, even as i t di r ect s at t ent i on t o i t s speci f i c mani f est at i ons wi t hi n Canada .

Par t l y because of t he pr evi ous monopol y of di scussi on by t he new pol i t i cal

economy, t he exposi t i on i s wei ght ed t owar d a ser i es of chal l enges posed by

cr i t i cal t heor y whi ch have been r ar el y voi ced, even i n mut ed f or m. These

83



RAYMORROW

quest i ons ar e not , however , di r ect ed at t he st r i ct l y empi r i cal i ssues whi ch di vi de

pol i t i cal economi st s, mi ght become t he basi s f or f or ms of empi r i cal cr i t i cal
soci ol ogy, and can onl y be r esol ved wi t hi n t he par amet er s of a cumul at i ve
r esear ch t r adi t i on. The poi nt s of cont ent i on t ouch r at her upon pr obl ems of

gener al i zi ng t hose f i ndi ngs, r el at i ng t hem t o t hose of ot her di sci pl i nes, and

t r ansl at i ng t hemi nt o pol i t i cal and cul t ur al st r at egi es . Si nce t he i ndi genous .

var i ant of Canadi an pol i t i cal economy i s si l ent on many of t hese t ypes of i ssues,
di scussi on i s al so wei ght ed t owar d t he t empt at i on of f ol l owi ng t he r ej uvenat ed

model s of neo- Mar xi st pol i t i cal economy as t he st r at egy f or movi ng f r om

economi c hi st or y t o a t heor y of soci et y and pol i t i cs . Howt hese and r el at ed t ypes

of quest i ons ar e r esol ved wi l l det er mi ne, f or bet t er or wor se, t he f ut ur e of cr i t i cal

soci al sci ence i n Canada . Def i ned t hemat i cal l y, t hese shoul d i ncl ude : ( 1)

met at heor et i cal assumpt i ons about t he nat ur e of soci al i nqui r y ; ( 2) concept i ons
of cul t ur al anal ysi s and cr i t i que ; ( 3) soci al psychol ogi cal pr esupposi t i ons about
t he agent s of change ; ( 4) pol i t i cal st r at egi es of change ; and ( 5) t he f or m of
ut opi an i magi nat i on under l yi ng t he pr oj ect of cul t ur al t r ansf or mat i on . The
si gni f i cance of t he di f f er ences wi t hi n each of t hese can be gr asped by a br i ef

r evi ewof t he cont r ast i ng t endenci es expr essed i n t he newpol i t i cal economy and

Ri oux and Cr ean' s cr i t i cal soci ol ogy .

( 1) Met at heor et i cal Assumpt i ons : What Ki nd of Cr i t i cal Soci al Sci ence?
Why i s i t t hat t he Canadi an pol i t i cal economy t r adi t i on i s char act er i zed by an

al most compl et e avoi dance of t he met at heor et i cal debat es whi ch . have

t r ansf or med our under st andi ng of t he human sci ences over t he past decade or

so? 4 3 Af t er al l , Tor ont o has been t he si t e of t he publ i cat i on of one of t he most

i mpor t ant j our nal s i n t he phi l osophy of t he soci al sci ences and a cent r e f or t he

st udy of Eur opean and Angl o- Amer i can soci al t heor y f or near l y a decade . Yet one

l ooks i n vai n f or ei t her any r ef er ence t o t hese di scussi ons by pol i t i cal economi st s

or any i nt er vent i ons whi ch seek t o cont r i but e t o t hem. ( Reci pr ocal l y, t hose

i nt er est ed i n t he t heor y of t he human sci ences have al so l ar gel y i gnor ed Canadi an
pol i t i cal economy . ) At best , t hose who i dent i f y mor e st r ongl y wi t h a gener al

neo- Mar xi st f or m of pol i t i cal economy can passi vel y f al l back upon t he r i ch
Angl o- Amer i can and Eur opean l i t er at ur e whi ch has r ehabi l i t at ed t hi s appr oach
wi t hi n t he academy . But agai n, one f i nds f ewsust ai ned, met at heor et i cal l y
sophi st i cat ed debat es concer ni ng t he pr obl ems of t r ansl at i on i mpl i ed by a
hi st or i cal l y speci f i c Canadi an pol i t i cal economy . " Al l i n al l , t her ef or e, t he
Canadi an pol i t i cal economy t r adi t i on has compl et el y f ai l ed t o speci f y and secur e
i t s sci ent i f i c st at us or r el at i on t o ot her di sci pl i nes, i r r espect i ve of i t s i mmense
cont r i but i ons t o a t heor y of Canadi an economi c devel opment . What t hi s f ai l ur e
seems t o bet r ay i s a l ack of r ef l exi vi t y l i nked t o sub- di sci pl i nar y i sol at i on, a l ack of

phi l osophi cal sophi st i cat i on, and embeddedness i n pr e- exi st i ng i deol ogi cal
f or mat i ons whi ch have onl y occasi onal l y been cal l ed i nt o quest i on. Even wher e

t her e ar e t he begi nni ngs of such an i nt er r ogat i on, as i n t he case of I nni s'

f r agment ar y obser vat i ons on t he cr i si s of ci vi l i zat i on and t he r ol e of val ue i n
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soci al sci ence, t hey have not been syst emat i cal l y f ol l owed up or l i nked wi t h

cont empor ar y debat es . 45

I n cont r ast , Ri oux and Cr ean r i de on t he wake of t he el abor at e and

wi de- r angi ng di scussi ons i n t he phi l osophy of soci al sci ences associ at ed wi t h

Jur gen Haber mas and ot her s i n West Ger many , Gol dmann, Lef ebvr e, Sar t r e,

Cast or i adi s, Mor i n, Bour di eu, et c . i n Fr ance, and Angl o- Amer i can cont r i but i ons

i nf l uenced by t hese. Of par t i cul ar i mpor t ance i s t hat t hese Eur opean di scussi ons

or i gi nat ed as i nt er nal and i mmanent cr i t i ques of cl assi cal Mar xi smconf r ont ed

wi t h t he t wi n chal l enge of t he cr i si s of advanced capi t al i sm and empi r i cal soci al

sci ence. Wher eas t hese t endenci es have i nf l uenced much r esear ch i n Quebec, t hey

have been l ar gel y i gnor ed by t he t r adi t i on of angl ophone pol i t i cal economy, even

i f t her e have been a number of i nt er pr et i ve comment ar i es by ot her Canadi an

schol ar s .

A pr act i cal consequence of t he appr oach of Ri oux and Cr ean i s t hat t hey can

oper at e wi t h an i mpl i ci t concept i on of t he compl ement ar i t y of t hei r use of

pol i t i cal economy and t hei r own cr i t i cal soci ol ogy . 46 For i nst ance, t hey r el y upon

t he r esul t s of pol i t i cal economy f or under st andi ng t he cont ext of economi c and

cul t ur al domi nat i on whi ch st r uct ur es t he r el at i ons bet ween Quebec, angl ophone

Canada, and t he Uni t ed St at es . Yet t hi s concept i on of compl ement ar i t y i s

coupl ed wi t h gr ave r eser vat i ons about t he capaci t y of pol i t i cal economi c r esear ch

can i t r eact t o t hi s chal l enge? Ot her t han t hr ough vague r ef er ences t o " i deal i sm"

or " anar chi sm" , t he absence of a wel l - def i ned met at heor et i cal di scour se r ender s

Canadi an pol i t i cal economy al most hel pl ess t o r epond t o a cr i t i cal soci ol ogy of

cul t ur e, even wher e t hi s may be cal l ed f or . And wi t hout t he devel opment of such

a met at heor et i cal compet ence a f r ui t f ul and const r uct i ve, hence mut ual l y

benef i ci al , di al ogue wi l l not be possi bl e .

( 2) For ms of Cul t ur al Anal ysi s : Cul t ur al Repr oduct i on or Cul t ur al Ant i ci pat i on?

Wi t h r ef er ence t o Canadi an pol i t i cal economy, i t coul d be ar gued t hat t her e i s

al r eady a r el at i vel y r i ch t r adi t i on of r esear ch i n t he ar eas of cul t ur e, nat i onal i sm,

and i deol ogy . But t hi s cl ai m can be sust ai ned onl y by over l ooki ng at l east t hr ee

pr obl emat i c char act er i st i cs of t hi s wor k : an i nor di nat e emphasi s on cl assi cal

f or ms of pol i t i cal i deol ogy at t he expense of cul t ur al phenomena gener al l y,

especi al l y as expr essed i n ever yday l i f e ; a l ack of t heor et i cal and met hodol ogi cal

sophi st i cat i on i n anal yzi ng i deol ogi cal and cul t ur al phenomena beyond t he sheer

descr i pt i on of cont ent s or t hei r r educt i on t o economi c var i abl es ; and a chr oni c

i nabi l i t y t o appr opr i at e some of t he most i nnovat i ve and suggest i ve

cont r i but i ons t o cul t ur al anal ysi s wi t hi n t he Canadi an t r adi t i on, i . e . McLuhan,

Fr ye, and I nni s . " I n t hese ci r cumst ances, i s Canadi an pol i t i cal economy i n a

st r ong posi t i on t o r emedy t hese di f f i cul t i es by i mpor t i ng some var i et y of

Eur opean cul t ur al Mar xi smt o f i l l t he gap wi t hout r unni ng t he r i sk of a

super f i ci al and i nadequat el y medi at ed appl i cat i on of " met r opol i t an" Mar xi sm?

Thi s si t uat i on suggest s a coupl e of i mpor t ant quest i ons : why t hi s gener al

negl ect and i mpover i shment of cul t ur al st udi es i n t he f i r st pl ace, and what i s t he

most appr opr i at e way t o over come t hi s def i ci ency i n t he l ong r un? As f or t he f i r st
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poi nt , t he most obvi ous r esponse i s t o r ef er t o t he pr ocess of r epr essi ng Canadi an

i dent i t y l i nked t o t he " Amer i cani zat i on" of t he economy, cul t ur e, and human

sci ences . Wi t hout denyi ng t he st r at egi c si gni f i cance of t hese f act or s, i t i s al so

pl ausi bl e t o add t hat pol i t i cal economy, t o t he ext ent t hat i t necessar i l y pr i vi l eges

an economi c i nt er pr et at i on of cul t ur al r eal i t y, i s i nher ent l y l i mi t ed i n i t s capaci t y

t o account f or such phenomena . For t hi s r eason, of cour se, t he t r adi t i on of t he

cr i t i cal soci ol ogy of cul t ur e has r el i ed upon a mul t i pl i ci t y of di sci pl i nar y

r esour ces : var i et i es of cul t ur al Mar xi sm, i nt er pr et i ve soci ol ogy and cul t ur al

hi st or y, et hnogr aphy, and t he met hods of t he humani t i es gener al l y . Thi s i mpl i es,

i n r el at i on t o t he second quest i on, t hat t he weakness of cul t ur al st udi es i n Canada

cannot be r emedi ed pr i mar i l y f r om wi t hi n t he exi st i ng t r adi t i on of pol i t i cal

economy . Though t her e ar e and wi l l cont i nue t o be i mpor t ant f or ms of t he

pol i t i cal economy of cul t ur e and communi cat i ons whi ch dr aw mor e or l ess

di r ect l y upon economi c concept s, i t i s al so cl ear t hat t hese f or ms of r esear ch can

scar cel y exhaust t he i ssues of cul t ur al anal ysi s . Most i mpor t ant l y, bot h t he l i mi t s

and f ul l si gni f i cance of t hi s r esear ch can be r eal i zed onl y wi t hi n t he f r amewor k of

a mor e compr ehensi ve cul t ur al t heor y . Ot her wi se t he pol i t i cal economy of

cul t ur e r i sks encl osur e wi t hi n a speci f i c speci al i st mode on i nqui r y, i . e . an

economi c i nt er pr et at i on of cul t ur al r eal i t y, whi ch i s a necessar y, but not suf f i ci ent

f oundat i on f or a soci ol ogy of cul t ur e, t he i dent i f i cat i on of possi bl e emanci pat or y

pr act i ces, and a st r at egy f or encour agi ng ant i ci pat or y cul t ur al movement s . 48

Ri oux and Cr ean' s cr i t i cal soci ol ogy i s exempl ar y of what t hi s mi ght and

shoul d ent ai l and r ef l ect s a ser i es of speci f i c deci si ons about t he most appr opr i at e

st r at egy f or usi ng " cul t ur al Mar xi sm" as a r esour ce f or cul t ur al r esear ch i n Canada .

The r esul t i s i nt i mat el y l i nked t o bot h t hei r met at heor et i cal poi nt of depar t ur e

concer ni ng t he nat ur e of a cr i t i cal soci al sci ence and t o Ri oux' s r ef l ect i ons upon

t he exper i ence of cul t ur al movement s i n Quebec . Such consi der at i ons have l ed

t hemaway f r oma concer n wi t h st at i c model s of cul t ur al pr oduct i on of t he t ype

most cl osel y associ at ed wi t h Al t husser i an Mar xi sm or t he f or mal model s of

causal det er mi nat i on char act er i st i c of vul gar Mar xi smor convent i onal empi r i cal

soci ol ogy . As a consequence, t hei r appr oach has many af f i ni t i es wi t h t hat of

Engl i sh cul t ur al Mar xi st s such as Raymond Wi l l i ams and E. P. Thompson . But

t hi s shoul d not obscur e i mpor t ant di f f er ences der i vi ng f r oma per cept i on of t he

ver y di f f er ent cl ass f or mat i ons, a cont ext of dependent devel opment , and ver y

di f f er ent hi st or i cal t r adi t i ons .

Thi s i s not t o say t hat t he devel opment of a cr i t i cal cul t ur al soci ol ogy i n Canada

has devel oped beyond an el ement ar y st age, or even t hat Ri oux and Cr ean have

set out a syst emat i c pr ogr amme f or t hi s pur pose . What can be ar gued, however ,

i s t hat unl i ke t he t r adi t i on of Canadi an pol i t i cal economy, t hey have poi nt ed t he

way t o a st r at egy f or appr opr i at i ng Eur opean model s consi st ent wi t h t he

aut onomous Canadi an t r adi t i on of r esear ch. Many speci f i c i ssues r emai n open

( i . e . how t o engage i n a cr i t i cal appr opr i at i on of t he wor k of t he Bi r mi ngham

School ) and i t woul d r equi r e a separ at e essay t o consi der t he l i mi t s and absences

char act er i st i c of Ri oux' s appr oach t o t he soci ol ogy of cul t ur e gener al l y .
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( 3) Soci al Psychol ogi cal Pr esupposi t i ons : Medi at i ng Obj ect s or Pot ent i al

Subj ect s?

Canadi an pol i t i cal economy has not been concer ned wi t h soci al psychol ogi cal

i ssues at such . 49 Yet i t must be asked : what i s i t s under l yi ng concept i on of t he

hi st or i cal subj ect s, t he agent s of change? I s t hi s negl ect a pr oduct of di sci pl i nar y

speci al i zat i on or does i t r ef l ect t he assumpt i on t hat such mat t er s ar e essent i al l y

secondar y, epi phenomenal and t hus not a pr i or i t y of r esear ch? I n any case, si nce

such i ssues cannot be compl et el y i gnor ed, pol i t i cal economy has t ended t o wor k

wi t h a not i on of human mot i vat i on based on a r el at i vel y si mpl e concept i on of

economi c i nt er est whi ch i s t aken t o be most nat ur al l y expr essed i n cl ass- based

col l ect i ve act i on . Conver t ed i nt o a pr ocedur e f or hi st or i cal r esear ch, however ,

t hi s assumpt i on has pr oved f r ui t f ul t o t he ext ent t hat i t has ser ved t o unvei l t he

cl ass bases and dependent cont ext of Canadi an devel opment masked by pr evi ous

gener at i ons of hi st or i ogr apher s and soci al sci ent i st s . On t he ot her hand, t he

l i mi t at i ons of such a cr ude mat er i al i st soci al psychol ogy become i mmedi at el y

appar ent i n any ef f or t t o t heor et i cal l y concept ual i ze t he r ange of ways i n whi ch

peopl e l i ve and act : t he or i gi ns of dynami cs of soci al movement s, var i ous aspect s

of r el i gi ous and cul t ur al phenomena, and t he pr ospect s f or any f undament al

t r ansf or mat i on of t he capi t al i st mode of pr oduct i on - t o name onl y a f ew i ssues . I f

t hi s i s so, how can pol i t i cal economy pr opose t o move f r omi t s f i ndi ngs about

Canadi an economi c devel opment t o a t heor y and st r at egy of change di r ect ed

t owar d t he f ut ur e?

The negl ect and super f i ci al t r eat ment of soci al psychol ogi cal i ssues cl osel y

par al l el s t he pr obl ems of cul t ur al anal ysi s wi t hi n t he t r adi t i on of pol i t i cal

economy gener al l y . Bot h per t ai n t o t he st r at egi c quest i on of t he movement

bet ween obj ect i ve st r uct ur es and t he act i ons of subj ect s . Though t he ear l y Mar x

pr ovi ded some br i l l i ant i nsi ght s i nt o t hese i ssues, t hey came t o be

met hodol ogi cal l y sever ed f r om t he speci al i zed f or mof economi c anal ysi s whi ch

was t he concer n of hi s at t empt t o i sol at e t he l aws of mot i on of an aut onomous

pr ocess of pr oduct i on . The r ei ncor por at i on of cul t ur al and soci al psychol ogi cal

quest i ons i nt o a concept i on of soci et y f or whi ch t he l ogi c of capi t al i s

al l - det er mi ni ng, however , necessar i l y r equi r es a f ocus on how symbol i c and

i ndi vi dual r eal i t i es ar e f unct i onal l y adapt ed t o t he i mper at i ves of cul t ur al and

soci al r epr oduct i on . The mor e r ecent move away f r om a mechani st i c,

r educt i oni st i c account of t hi s pr ocess t owar d a st r uct ur al model gr ant i ng a degr ee

of aut onomy t o super st r uct ur al phenomena does not change t he essent i al

obj ect i ves of such f or ms of i nqui r y . And t hough t hese t ypes of r esear ch have an

obvi ous soci al ' sci ent i f i c l egi t i macy, i t i s i mpor t ant t o not e t hat t he soci ol ogi cal

cont r i but i ons have been . much r i cher , hi st or i cal l y and et hnogr aphi cal l y

di f f er ent i at ed, and met hodol ogi cal l y r i gor ous t han t hose st emmi ng mor e

di r ect l y f r omneo- Mar xi st model s . s° Yet out si de t he ar ea of f ami l y and f emi ni st

r esear ch, such soci al psychol ogi cal i ssues have been of per i pher al i nt er est t o t he

new Canadi an pol i t i cal economy . The r eason may be, i n par t , t hat t he f ur t her a

f or mof anal ysi s i s f r om i nf l uenci ng act ual pr ocesses of change, t he l ess

concer ned i t i s wi t h t he i nt r oduct i on of t he medi at i ng cat egor i es usef ul f or , and
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demanded by, t he subj ect s t r ansf or mi ng t hei r l i ved exper i ence .

Agai n, however , t he cr i t i cal soci ol ogy of Ri oux and Cr ean pr ovi des some

i mpor t ant suggest i ons r egar di ng soci al psychol ogi cal quest i ons, t hough t hi s

r emai ns an i nadequat el y devel oped aspect of t hei r exposi t i on. 5 ' The cent r al

concept her e i s a concept i on of al i enat i on and domi nat i on agai nst whi ch

i ndi vi dual subj ect s have st r uggl ed hi st or i cal l y as par t of a gener al pr ocess of

emanci pat i on . But unl i ke most neo- Mar xi st s, t hey r ef use t o r educe al i enat i on t o

an economi c cat egor y and l i mi t soci al psychol ogi cal r esear ch t o pr obl ems of

st r uct ur al det er mi nat i on . 51 By vi ewi ng al i enat i on i n r el at i on t o a mor e gener al

t heor y of domi nat i on, i t i s possi bl e f or a cr i t i cal soci ol ogy t o devel op a cr i t i que of

i ndust r i al soci et y gener al l y, not excl usi vel y i t s capi t al i st f or ms . And by si t uat i ng

t he pr obl emat i c of soci al psychol ogy i n r el at i on t o t he devel opment of

emanci pat or y pr act i ces, r at her t han l i mi t i ng i t t o expl ai ni ng t he det er mi nat i on

of i ndi vi dual behavi our by macr o- st r uct ur es, i t seeks t o escape t he conser vat i ve

i mpl i cat i ons of any st at i c model of soci al r epr oduct i on, whet her of Al t husser i an

or Par soni an i nspi r at i on, whi ch seeks t o r educe soci al psychol ogi cal i nqui r y t o

t he per f unct or y st at us of descr i bi ng t he t r ansmi ssi on bel t s f r ommacr o- t o

mi cr o- , f r om st r uct ur e t o subj ect . Mar x, of cour se, count er ed such st at i c

i mpl i cat i ons wi t h a concept i on of t he r evol ut i onar y r ever sal of al i enat i on whi ch

abst r act l y evoked t he possi bi l i t y of t r ansf or mat i on t hr ough t he act i on of a

cr eat i ve, col l ect i ve subj ect . Wi t h t he decl i ne of t he r evol ut i onar y myt hos i n t hi s

cent ur y, however , Mar xi an soci al psychol ogy r ever t ed t o a f or mal det er mi ni sm

and i ncr easi ngl y l ost i nt er est i n t he quest i on of t he sour ces of t he cul t ur al

i nnovat i on whi ch ar e t o br i ng f or t h a new wor l d and a new human subj ect . Not

sur pr i si ngl y, such quest i ons wer e l ef t pr i mar i l y t o " bour geoi s" cul t ur al

movement s i nspi r ed by t he aest het i cs of sur r eal i smor exi st ent i al i st phi l osophy

and per sonal i st t heol ogy . Mor e r ecent l y, si mi l ar concer ns have been expr essed by

var i ous count er cul t ur al cr i t i ques of cont empor ar y soci al char act er and ef f or t s t o

r econcept ual i ze t he pr obl emof human needs . 53 Pr act i cal l y, however , t he t ask of

concept ual i zi ng t he pol i t i cal basi s of i ncr ement al r evol ut i onar y change has f al l en

t o t he i nher i t or s of t he anar chi st and counci l communi st t r adi t i ons, t he t heor i st s

of " aut ogest i on . "

( 4) St r at egi es of Change : Wor ki ng- Cl ass Mobi l i zat i on or " Aut ogest i on"

Movement s?

St r at egi es f or i ni t i at i ng and gui di ng change f ol l ow di r ect l y f r omsoci al

psychol ogi cal pr esupposi t i ons, i . e . an under st andi ng of t he condi t i ons under

whi ch i ndi vi dual s come t o f or m or r ef or m gr oups t o t r ansf or mt he i nst i t ut i onal

and cul t ur al f oundat i ons of t hei r exi st ence. Agai n, t hi s i s not a quest i on whi ch

Canadi an pol i t i cal economy has addr essed di r ect l y, t hough i t has been t ouched

upon by some of t he wr i t i ngs on soci al movement s . Yet t he di st ur bi ng quest i on

cannot be avoi ded : i s t her e a danger t hat an anal ysi s of economi c devel opment

has been l i nked wi t h a st r at egy of r adi cal change wi t hout havi ng adequat el y

exami ned t he r el at i onshi p bet ween t he t wo? May i t be t hat t he new pol i t i cal

economy has been char act er i zed by a spl i t bet ween t heor y and pr act i ce because
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t he quest i ons posed by hi st or i cal r esear ch have onl y an obl i que r el at i on t o t he

r ange of answer s needed t o const r uct a t heor y of advanced capi t al i sm i n Canada

and l i nki ng i t t o an emanci pat or y pol i t i cs? 54

Though Dr ache has char ged t hat one of t he chr oni c f eat ur es of t he Canadi an

pol i t i cal economy t r adi t i on has been a t endency t o make economi c i nt er pr et at i on

an end i n i t sel f , i t i s evi dent t hat mor e r ecent l y t hi s l at ent posi t i vi sm and

academi ci sm has not been car r i ed over i nt o t he publ i c pol i t i cal st ance of t hose

associ at ed wi t h t hi s f or m of r esear ch . The new pol i t i cal economy has been

gener al l y l i nked wi t h a l ef t i st pol i t i cs whi ch r anges f r om t he l ef t - wi ng of t he

NDP, t he mor e r adi cal soci al i st - nat i onal i st st ance once associ at ed wi t h t he

Waf f l e gr oup wi t hi n t he NDP, t o t he var i ous r adi cal soci al i st posi t i ons whi ch

conver ge at a cer t ai n poi nt wi t h t he mor e or l ess " r evol ut i onar y" sect ar i an

gr oups . Despi t e al l of t hese over t pol i t i cal di f f er ences, however , t he cont i nui t y

bet ween t hese appr oaches i s der i ved f r om a shar ed r el i ance on pol i t i cal economy

as a r esear ch met hod and a l i nked t endency t o hypost at i ze t he concept s of " cl ass"

and " l abour " i nher i t ed f r omhi st or i cal mat er i al i sm. Thi s i s mani f est i n t he

assumpt i on t hat t he most f undament al cat egor y of pol i t i cal change i s t he

r esponse of t he wor ki ng- cl ass t o i t s expl oi t at i on and an obj ect i ve depr i vat i on of

needs whi ch can onl y be f ul f i l l ed t hr ough economi c gr owt h and gai ni ng cont r ol

of t he st at e appar at us as a means of soci al i zi ng t he mode of pr oduct i on . I n

pr act i ce, however , a si gni f i cant spl i t i s evi dent bet ween t he pol i t i cal st r at egy of

t hose who l ean i ncr easi ngl y t owar d a pr oduct i on- cent r ed model of capi t al - l ogi c

and t hose who have been concer ned wi t h demonst r at i ng t he st r at egi c

i mpor t ance of dependency t heor y.

The most i nt er nal l y consi st ent posi t i on i s hel d by t hose who have at t empt ed

t o subor di nat e dependency t heor y wi t hi n t he mor e gener al f r amewor k of t he

cont r adi ct or y devel opment of t he pr oduct i on pr ocess and cl ass conf l i ct on

i nt er - r egi onal and i nt er nat i onal l evel s . Though t hi s posi t i on can be r econci l ed

wi t h a t act i cal suppor t f or l ef t - nat i onal i st pol i t i cs, t he quest i on of nat i onal or

r egi onal aut onomy i s i nt er pr et ed i n essent i al l y i nst r ument al t er ms . By

def i ni t i on, t he l ogi c of capi t al i sm r equi r es t hat t he possi bi l i t y of f undament al

t r ansf or mat i on i s gr ounded i n t he pr ocess of wor ki ng- cl ass mobi l i zat i on and i s

t hus i r r econci l abl e wi t h t he var i ous r ef or mi st , popul i st and popul ar movement s

expr essi ng l ar gel y mi ddl e- cl ass or pet i t bour geoi s f or ms of di ssent . As a

consequence, t her e i s a cer t ai n f or mal r econci l i at i on of r esear ch and pr act i ce

because t he f or mer i s concer ned wi t h anal yzi ng t he changes i n t he pr oduct i on

pr ocess f r om t he poi nt of vi ew of i sol at i ng t he obj ect i ve bases of cont r adi ct i on

and t he st r at egi c poi nt s f or i ni t i at i ng suppor t of pr ogr essi ve pol i t i cal act i vi t i es .

The pol i t i cal st r at egi es l i nked t o f or ms of dependency t heor y, on t he ot her

hand, ar e char act er i zed by a number of unr esol ved i nt er nal t ensi ons. Thi s i s

expr essed i n t he anomal y t hat t he new pol i t i cal economy has been most

i nf or mat i ve about t he pol i t i cal consequences of t he cont empor ar y cr i si s i n such

devi ant ar eas as ur ban pol i t i cs, ecol ogy movement s, women' s i ssues, Quebec and

Canadi an nat i onal i sm- none of whi ch can be adequat el y t r eat ed excl usi vel y

wi t hi n t he t heor et i cal f r amewor k of cl ass conf l i ct and economi c i nf r ast r uct ur es .
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Par adoxi cal l y, t her e i s a l ar ge and t heor et i cal y unexpl i cat ed di scr epancy bet ween

t he model of t he pol i t i cal economy of change whi ch i nf or ms hi st or i cal r esear ch

and what ar e i n f act i dent i f i ed i n advanced capi t al i sm as t he act ual sour ces of

i nnovat i on and cont est at i on . I n much of t he Quebec soci al i st - i ndependent i st

l i t er at ur e t hi s anomal y i s r ef l ect ed i n t he cur i ous r ef er ence t o " l es cl asses

ouvr i er es et popul ai r es" or even " l e mouvement ouvr i er et popul ai r e . " ss

However usef ul t hi s r econci l i at i on may be f or t act i cal pur poses, i t i s di f f i cul t t o

compr ehend t he nat ur e of t he t heor y of soci al cl ass whi ch under l i es such an

appr oach . I t i s di f f i cul t t o escape t he i mpr essi on t hat t hi s may i nvol ve a f or mof

t heor et i cal wi shf ul - t hi nki ng wher eby pol i t i cal economy t r i es t o r emai n open t o

t hese new sour ces of change by gr af t i ng t hem ont o t he cl assi c model of t he

" i nt er est " of t he wor ki ng- cl ass . Most of t hi s t ype of anal ysi s i n Quebec r epr esent s

a r at her uncr i t i cal ef f or t t o t r anspose a Gr amsci an concept i on of count er - hege-

moni c mobi l i zat i on t o t he cont empor ar y Canadi an si t uat i on . Dr ache has

pr oposed a si mi l ar anal ysi s, but has made no at t empt t o conceal t he f undament al

di f f i cul t i es :

A nat i onal i st st r uggl e i mpl i es t he need f or al l i ances and such

al l i ances ar e t he essence of any pol i t i cal st r uggl e . I t i s

i r r esponsi bl e f or t he Lef t t o cher i sh t he i l l usi on t hat t her e i s a

' pur e' mani f est at i on of cl ass conf l i ct bet ween t he wor ker s and

t he bour geoi si e . No cl ass, i t must be r emember ed, i s a

monol i t hi c bl oc wi t hout cont r adi ct or y and opposi ng f act i ons .

Much mor e usef ul i s Gr amsci ' s not i on of t he ' pr ocess of

popul ar mobi l i zat i on' t hat i s ' char act er i zed i nevi t abl y by t he

f oundat i on of " bl ocs" . I f Gr amsci i s r i ght , t he Lef t must begi n

t o r et hi nk i t s t r adi t i onal i deas about what a wor ki ng cl ass

pol i t i cs means i n t he Canadi an cont ext . As a begi nni ng i t needs

t o devel op a new appr oach whi ch enabl es i t t o anal yse

nat i onal i st i ssues i n r el at i onshi p t o t he speci f i c cl ass i nt er est s

of bot h t he wor ki ng cl ass i n and out si de t he NDP and ot her

embat t l ed el ement s at t hi s t i me i n Canada' s hi st or y. s 6

Though t hese suggest i ons ar e wel l t aken as gui del i nes f or cer t ai n t ypes of

empi r i cal r esear ch and as a r ej oi nder t o any pr ol et ar i an pur i t ani sm, t hey st i l l

r emai n r oot ed i n pol i t i cal economi c cat egor i es and cannot f or mul at e any

obj ect i ve r easons why such a l ef t - nat i onal i st popul ar coal i t i on coul d or shoul d

devel op . Wher eas i t was pl ausi bl e f or Gr amsci t o speak of " t he wor ki ng cl ass" as

an act i ve, or gani zed agent of change, what does t hat mean t oday? The pr ecar i ous

l i nks wi t hi n or gani zed l abour ? And i f l abour i t sel f i s not uni f i ed, how i s i t t o be

l i nked t o non- wor ki ng cl ass demands? What about al l t he l at ent " cl ass" i nt er est s

whi ch f i nd no act i ve expr essi on at al l because t he af f ect ed i ndi vi dual s have no

basi s f or or gani zat i onal sel f - def ense? And i f t he act i vi t i es of al l t hese gr oups ar e
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t o be r educed t o t hei r di ver se cl ass i nt er est s ( pr esumabl y excl udi ng t hose gr oups

whi ch do not seemcapabl e of act i ng upon t hem) , how ar e t hese cl eavages wi t hi n

t he " wor ki ng cl ass" t o be r econci l ed wi t h t hose of " ot her embat t l ed el ement s" ?

Thi s, appar ent l y, woul d be one of t he i mpor t ant f unct i ons of a movement agai nst

dependency, but i s t hi s possi bl i t y r eal l y l i nked t o economi c condi t i ons di r ect l y?

The desi r e f or nat i onal aut onomy, l i ke t hat f or wor ker s' cont r ol , cannot be

under st ood as a demand t hat f ol l ows f r omany mat er i al i st i c soci al psychol ogy of
i nt er est : t hose i n gr eat est need t end t o be l east awar e. I n ot her wor ds, such
aspi r at i ons i mpl y a f undament al cul t ur al t r ansf or mat i on, a ut opi an di mensi on

of gr oup act i vi t y, and a pr ocess of col l ect i ve l ear ni ng whose " necessi t y" cannot be

der i ved f r om t he f act s of economi c devel opment . I f t he evol ut i onar y l ogi c of

capi t al i st devel opment i s abandoned - and her e neo- Mar xi st pol i t i cal economy

i s per f ect l y consi st ent - t he " r evi si oni st " consequences cannot be hal t ed hal f way

t hr ough t he pr ocess of r et hi nki ng wor ki ng cl ass pol i t i cs .

One of t he most pr ovocat i ve consequences of Ri oux and Cr ean' s " aut ogest i on"
st r at egy i s t hat i t br eaks deci si vel y wi t h t he assumpt i on t hat t he cr i si s of

advanced capi t al i smcan be r esol ved excl usi vel y wi t hi n t he f r amewor k of

economi c cat egor i es . 51 Fr omt hi s per spect i ve, t he mor e f undament al cont ext s of
domi nat i on ar e t he f or ms of cul t ur e, pr oduct i on, and consumpt i on gener at ed by
ensl avement t o an i ndust r i al pr ocess gui ded by i t s i nt er nal pr i or i t i es r at her t han

t hose of t he member s of soci et y . Accor di ngl y, any soci al i st st r at egy gr ounded i n

t he appeal of si mpl e enr i chment i s i nher ent l y i ncapabl e of si gni f i cant movement
t owar d t he t r anscendence of al i enat i on and i nequal i t y, even assumi ng t hat i t can

compet e wi t h t he pr oduct i vi t y of capi t al i sm i n t he f i r st pl ace . 51 An " aut ogest i on"

appr oach, i n cont r ast , i s not i n t he f i r st i nst ance j ust i f i ed by any cl ai m t o gr eat er
pr oduct i ve ef f i ci ency ; i nst ead, i t i s l egi t i mat ed as a means f or al l owi ng cul t ur es

and communi t i es t o r edef i ne t he pr i or i t i es of human associ at i on i n r el at i on t o

ot her val ues t han t hose i mposed by t he demands of t he pr oduct i ve appar at us

i t sel f . Thi s i mpl i es a r ecogni t i on of t he mul t i pl e sour ces of al i enat i on and
domi nat i on and consequent l y a pl ur al i zat i on of t he pot ent i al f or ms of col l ect i ve

or gani zat i on whi ch mi ght become vehi cl es f or emanci pat or y pr act i ces and a
basi s f or t he spont aneous ar t i cul at i on of pr evi ousl y r epr essed human needs and

concer ns .
Ther e i s, of cour se, an obvi ous obj ect i on t o t he advocacy of a pr ol i f er at i on of

emanci pat or y demands and pr oj ect s : how ar e t hese t o become cumul at i ve, how

can t hey be pol i t i cal l y aggr egat ed i n a way t hat guar ant ees a r at i onal
det er mi nat i on of soci et al pr i or i t i es, i nhi bi t s co- opt at i on and f r agment at i on, and

gui des a st r at egy or i ent ed t owar d t he t r ansf or mat i on of t he mode of pr oduct i on?

The l ogi cal per suasi veness of t he cl assi c concept i on of t he mi ssi on of t he

count er - hegemoni c pr ol et ar i at and i t s vanguar d l eader shi p was t hat al l of t hese

pr obl ems wer e " obj ect i vel y" r esol ved. And t he per si st ence of adher ence t o t hi s

sol ut i on, despi t e a cent ur y of wel l - document ed f ai l ur e, at t est s t o bot h i t s i nt r i nsi c

coher ency and t he absence of any concept ual l y t i dy al t er nat i ve, asi de f r om

abandoni ng t he pr oj ect of qual i t at i ve t r ansf or mat i on al t oget her . The r esponse of
t he t heor y of " aut ogest i on, " however , does suggest a new poi nt of depar t ur e :
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abandonment of t he myt hs of abundance and t r anspar ence, a gener al i zat i on of

pol i t i cs i n an exper i ment al soci et y, and a subor di nat i on of economi c r el at i ons t o

soci al ones .

( 5) Economi c Necessi t y or t he " I magi nai r e Soci al e" ?

Fi nal l y, i t mi ght be asked, what i s t he vi si on of cul t ur al t r ansf or mat i on whi ch

i nspi r es t he new Canadi an pol i t i cal economy? I n moment s of r omant i c

ant i ci pat i on, whi ch aspect s of cont empor ar y cul t ur e ar e t aken t o be expr essi ve of

such possi bi l i t i es? Ar e i t s cat egor i es i nher ent l y l i nked t o t he unf ol di ng of t he

l ogi c of i ndust r i al i zat i on, or does i t cont ai n any concept ual basi s f or

di st i ngui shi ng bet ween gr owt h and happi ness, af f l uence and t he good soci et y? 59

Or ar e such quest i ons l ar gel y i r r el evant gi ven t he essent i al r eal i sm of pol i t i cal

economy whi ch i mpl i es t hat t he out come of hi st or y wi l l be a si mpl e pr oduct of

obj ect i ve f or ces, r ender i ng our scr i bbl i ngs nul l and voi d?

I f i t r ej ect s or i gnor es such quest i ons, pol i t i cal economy i s f or ced t o j oi n wi t h

some uncomf or t abl e company . Fr omt he per spect i ve of l i ber al pr agmat i sm, f or

i nst ance, whi ch t akes f or gr ant ed a gi ven f or m of capi t al i sm as " r eal i t y" , any

ef f or t t o def y t he r eal i t y pr i nci pl es whi ch under l i e t he i mmut abl e l ogi c of

r at i onal i zat i on i s doomed t o Dar wi ni an el i mi nat i on . Mor e sympat het i cal l y, a

conser vat i vi sm such as t hat of Geor ge Gr ant seeks t o pr eser ve cul t ur al

di f f er ences agai nst t he onsl aught of t echnol ogy, but sees no escape f r omt he i r on

cage of r at i onal i zat i on gi ven t he f unct i onal i mper at i ves of any movement

seeki ng nat i onal aut onomy . b 0 Fi nal l y, f r omt he posi t i on of a neo- Mar xi st

concept i on of soci al r epr oduct i on wi del y accept ed by Canadi an pol i t i cal

economi st s, i t coul d be ar gued t hat t he possi bi l i t y f or any f undament al change

must be l ocat ed i n t he evol ut i on of t he st r uct ur al condi t i ons of t he economy

whi ch ar e, i n t he l ast i nst ance, t he det er mi nant s of possi bl e t r ansf or mat i ons .

How mi ght Ri oux and Cr ean r espond t o each of t hese t ypes of cr i t i ci sm? I n

or der t o compr ehend t he l ogi c under l yi ng t hei r posi t i on, i t i s i nst r uct i ve t o t r y t o

dr aw out t he f or mof r esponse whi ch mi ght f ol l ow f r oman under st andi ng of t he

ut opi an di mensi on of t hei r concept i on of cr i t i cal soci ol ogy . Fi r st , t hei r def ense

agai nst l i ber al pr agmat i smwoul d be t he most st r ai ght f or war d . Fr omt he

per spect i ve of a dynami c concept i on of soci al r eal i t y, t he act ual can onl y be

compr ehend i n r el at i on t o i mpl i ci t l y possi bl e f ut ur e condi t i ons of soci et y . On t hi s

poi nt t hey coul d even ci t e st udent s of cont empor ar y modal l ogi c who

acknowl edge t hat " possi bl e wor l ds ar e a hi dden and i mpl i ci t aspect of al l

model - bui l di ng and al l t heor i zi ng. A t heor y t hat cover s t he act ual wor l d end onl y

t he act ual wor l d, i s not a t heor y but a descr i pt i on . " 61 Thi s i s admi t t ed by

macr o- soci ol ogi cal t heor i es of devel opment and evol ut i on, but f or t he most par t

t hese r emai n wi t hi n t he f r amewor k of a l i near concept i on of r at i onal i zat i on and

pr ogr ess . As pr evi ousl y suggest ed, t he posi t i on of Ri oux and Cr ean i s

count er - evol ut i onar y i n t hat i t ar gues f or t he possi bi l i t y - at t hi s st age of

hi st or i cal devel opment - of smal l er nat i ons choosi ng novel st r at egi es of

devel opment . b z

To t he second t ype of obj ect i on, t hat of Gr ant ' s concept i on of t he
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i ncompat i bi l i t y of t echnol ogy and communi t y, Ri oux and Cr ean coul d r epl y t hat

t he possi bi l i t y of cul t ur al mut at i on ( especi al l y f or a new concept i on of nat ur e) ,

i ncl udi ng t he devel opment of a " soci et e aut ogest i onnai r e, " pr ovi des t he

pot ent i al condi t i ons f or t r anscendi ng t echnol ogi cal domi nat i on . Thi s ar gument

over l aps, of cour se, wi t h t hat di r ect ed agai nst l i ber al pr agmat i smand i t s si mi l ar

hypost at i zat i on of t echnol ogi cal det er mi nat i on.

The r esponse t o t he t hi r d posi t i on, t hat of a neo- Mar xi st pol i t i cal economy,

ser ves t o summar i ze t he pr evi ous agenda of quest i ons . By hypost at i zi ng a

par t i cul ar met hod, pol i t i cal economy r uns t he r i sk of a f or mal i st i c concept i on of

pr act i ce because t he i dent i t ar i an l ogi c under l yi ng i t s concept i on of soci et y deni es

t he mul t i di mensi onal and open- ended st r uct ur e of soci al r eal i t y . On t he one

hand, t hi s can even r each back i nt o t he r eal m of t he economi c, r esul t i ng i n t he

concl usi on t hat t her e i s a si ngl e model whi ch can adequat el y encompass t he

economi c pr ocess .

On t he ot her hand, and mor e per t i nent t o t he quest i ons under exami nat i on, i t

cannot adequat el y pose t he pr obl emof t he f or mat i on of a new f or mof pol i t i cs

and cul t ur e, except by r educi ng t hem t o t he l ogi c of t he economi c pr ocess . I n

cul t ur e t hi s cul mi nat es i n t he t empt at i on t o see t he syst em of cul t ur al

r epr oduct i on as essent i al l y i magi nar y, pr ecl udi ng engagement wi t h t he l at ent

t r ut h cont ent s of bour geoi s t r adi t i ons . 6 3 I n t he case of pol i t i cs i t i mpl i es t he

r educt i on of di f f er ences of i nt er est t o t he domi nat i on of capi t al , t hus obf uscat i ng

t he endur i ng pol i t i cal di mensi ons of any possi bl e pol i t i cal or der .

Wi t h r espect t o t he i ssue of soci al i st pol i t i cs, Ri oux and Cr ean ci t e Pi er r e

Rosanval l on' s char ge t hat Mar x was ul t i mat el y a cont i nuat or of AdamSmi t h and

t hus r emai ned a pr i soner of l i ber al i deol ogy and i t s abst r act ut opi a of

t r anspar ent , at omi zed i ndi vi dual s . 64 The r esul t was a conf usi on of t he

di sappear ance of t he bour geoi s st at e wi t h t hat of pol i t i cs as such, and a f ai l ur e t o

gr asp t he i mpor t ance of pr eser vi ng t he aut onomy of ci vi l soci et y and i t s pol i t i cal

di mensi ons as opposed t o t he st at e . Onl y by r ecogni zi ng t hese di l emmas does

11 aut ogest i on" become a pr i or i t y and wi t h i t t he pot ent i al t r anscendence of t he

pol ar i zat i on bet ween Mar x and Bakuni n .

On t he ot her hand, wi t h r espect t o t he cul t ur al quest i on Ri oux and Cr ean ar e

unr epent ant l y ut opi an and al l y t hemsel ves mor e st r ongl y wi t h t he cr eat or s t han

wi t h t he anal yst s of cul t ur e : " i l f aut mi eux vi vr e vos r eves que de r ever vot r e

vi e. " GS Thi s f ol l ows f r om t he t hesi s t hat t he pot ent i al f or qual i t at i ve change must

be al r eady r oot ed i n exi st i ng i nst i t ut i ons and cul t ur e, r at her t han somet hi ng

whi ch can be assumed t o ar i se aut omat i cal l y i n t he cour se of t he " r evol ut i on" or

be " sci ent i f i cal l y" const r uct ed and i mposed af t er t he dest r uct i on of bour geoi s

i nst i t i t ui ons .

Anot her way t o i l l ust r at e t he i mpl i cat i ons of t hi s ut opi an di mensi on of

t r ansi t i on i s t o ci t e a si mi l ar f or mul at i on by Zygmunt Bauman. As he ar gues, t he

f ut i l e sear ch f or an anal ysi s whi ch demonst r at es t he " necessi t y" of soci al i sm not

onl y di st r act s f r omunder st andi ng t he nat ur e of change, but expr esses and

r epr oduces t he ver y al i enat i on t o be over come by super f i ci al l y l i nki ng happi ness,

economi c gai n, and r evol t . The r at i onal e f or t hi s sear ch t o " pr ove" t he
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" i nevi t abi l i t y" of soci al i sm, hence i t s l at ent posi t i vi sm, st ems f r om t he

assumpt i on t hat t hi s i s a r equi r ement f or mot i vat i ng par t i ci pat i on i n t he " dar i ng

advent ur e of emanci pat i on" :

But can i t r eal l y? I t seems unl i kel y t hat t he ki nd of

emanci pat i on and f r eedomt he moder n soci al i st t hi nker s

dr eam of can be won wi t h ar ms f or ged i n t he smi t h of

al i enat i on . I t i s, on t he cont r ar y, t he r el i nqui shment of t he

power i nt er nal i zed ur ge t o empl oy such ar ms whi ch i s t he

pr el i mi nar y and par amount condi t i on f or t hi s emanci pat i on . I f

t he advent of soci al i sm i nvol ves t he cr eat i on of a new cul t ur e,

t he cul t ur al i mage under whi ch t he t r ansi t i on t akes pl ace i s not

an i r r el evant i ssue ; i n f act , i t may wel l be t he deci si ve

f act or . . . The pr oponent s of t he soci al i sm of ' i nevi t abi l i t y' wi l l

smi l e cont empt uousl y at t he memor y of hopes t hat ' t he

st r engt heni ng of t he st at e wi l l br i ng near er i t s demi se' , or t hat

r ampant t er r or wi l l enhance human l i ber t i es ; but t hey f ai l t o

see t he omi nous l ogi cal af f i ni t y bet ween such hopes and t hei r

own . The i dea t hat peopl e wi l l f r ee t hemsel ves whi l e act i ng as

convi nced agent s of i nevi t abi l i t y can onl y deepen and r ei nf or ce

t he ment al gr i p of unf r eedom. . . I f soci al i sm i s t o be seen, as i t

cl ai ms, as a f ur t her i nqui r y i nt o yet unexpl or ed r egi ons of

human f r eedom, i t can be br ought about onl y i n a f r ee and

unconst r ai ned di al ogue bet ween al l t he act or s of t he hi st or i cal

pr ocess . bb

The Mut ual Chal l enge

I n dr awi ng upon t he cr i t i cal soci ol ogy of cul t ur e sket ched i n Ri oux and Cr ean' s

Deux pays pour vi vr e as a r esour ce f or chal l engi ng aspect s of t he new Canadi an

pol i t i cal economy, t he obj ect i ve has not been t o di st r act f r om i t s maj or

cont r i but i ons t o Canadi an schol ar shi p and i t s ongoi ng i mpor t ance f or

under st andi ng Canadi an soci et y . But t hi s st r at egy has ser ved t o poi nt t o

i ncr easi ng si gns of t he l i mi t s of t hi s t r adi t i on : i t s i nt er nal di vi si ons, i t s

unar t i cul at ed assumpt i ons, and i t s need f or newdi r ect i ons . Undoubt edl y, many

of t he quest i ons posed have sl i ght ed exi st i ng r esponses and demanded a

cl ar i f i cat i on of pr obl ems whi ch l i e, st r i ct l y speaki ng, out si de t he bounds of

pol i t i cal economy as such. To t he ext ent t hat t hi s has been t he case, pol i t i cal

economy can onl y benef i t f r omset t i ng t he r ecor d st r ai ght and est abl i shi ng mor e

cl ear l y i t s own r el at i on t o ot her t r adi t i ons and di sci pl i nes . On t he ot her hand,

many of t he weaknesses, l i mi t at i ons, and ambi gui t i es of cr i t i cal soci ol ogy and

cr i t i cal t heor y have been gl ossed over , al ong wi t h t he di ver gent f or mul at i ons
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wi t hi n t hat t r adi t i on . Above al l , no at t empt has been made t o consi der why such

f or ms of i nqui r y have l ar gel y f ai l ed t o concer n t hemsel ves wi t h Canada at al l and

what t hei r i mpl i cat i ons f or var i ous t ypes of empi r i cal r esear ch mi ght be . But

agai n, cr i t i cal soci ol ogy can onl y gai n f r om f ur t her i nt er r ogat i on f r om wi t hi n and

wi t hout . What i s r egr et t abl e ( and sympt omat i c of t he dept h of t he cul t ur al cr i si s

i n Canada) i s how sel dom t he quest i on of t he compl ement ar i t y and t ensi on

bet ween t hese t wo t r adi t i ons has been r ai sed; bot h have been i mpover i shed as a

consequence .

Theor et i cal di vi si on, t he decl i ne of t he uni ver si t y as a sour ce of cul t ur al

i nnovat i on, and al l t he ot her di f f i cul t i es of const r uct i ng an al t er nat i ve t r adi t i on

of cr i t i cal di scour se t ake on a new ur gency i n a st r at egi c cont ext compl et el y

unf or eseen by 19t h- cent ur y r evol ut i onar y t heor i st s : t he r i se of el ect r oni cal l y and

mass- medi at ed cul t ur e as t he pr i mar y mode of communi cat i on. Wr i t i ng i n t he

t wi l i ght of what was bel i eved t o be a r evol ut i onar y mass wai t i ng f or t he spar k of

mobi l i zat i on, Wal t er Benj ami n coul d st i l l expr ess one of t he l ast hopes of t he

r evol ut i onar y t r adi t i on : t hat t he el ect r oni c medi a and t he mechani cal

r epr oduct i on of cul t ur e of f er ed a br eak- t hr ough f or agi t at i onal pr opaganda. But

as McLuhan has showed us agai nst hi s i nt ent i ons, t he advent of a wi r ed

ci vi l i zat i on has l ar gel y ser ved t o secur e t he vei l of cul t ur al domi nat i on even

t i ght er . I n at t empt i ng t o r espond t o t hi s si t uat i on mor e t han t hr ee decades ago,

Har ol d I nni s and Theodor Ador no ended up as st r ange bedf el l ows i n i nvoki ng,

unbeknownst t o one anot her , t he pr i or i t y of pr eser vi ng t he phi l osophi cal

i magi nat i on . For t hi s r eason I nni s char ged t hat t he conser vat i sm of educat i on

i nst i t ut i ons r esi des pr i mar i l y i n t hei r t endency t o " avoi d t he maj or phi l osophi cal

pr obl ems of West er n ci vi l i zat i on . " Mor eover , t he el ect r oni c medi a, r at her t han

usher i ng i n a new age of publ i c awar eness and t he popul ar i zat i on of knowl edge,

have exaceber at ed t he l oss of t heor et i cal capaci t y gr ounded ul t i mat el y i n t he

i nt er act i on bet ween or al and wr i t t en di scour se :

The t endency t owar d conser vat i sm has been accent uat ed by

t he mechani zat i on of communi cat i on i n pr i nt , r adi o, and f i l m.

They have t ended t o emphasi ze t he f act ual and t he concr et e .

Abst r act i deas ar e l ess suscept i bl e t o t r eat ment by mechani cal

devi ces . . . Lar ge i deas can onl y be concei ved af t er i nt ensi ve st udy

over a l ong per i od and t hr ough t he di r ect and power f ul devi ce

of t he spoken wor d i n smal l gr oups . 61

Because t he t r adi t i ons of schol ar shi p ar e al so a pr oduct of t he speci f i c

condi t i ons of Nor t h Amer i can ci vi l i zat i on, even r adi cal r esear ch has not been

exempt f r omt he pr ocess of f or mal r at i onal i zat i on agai nst whi ch i t has so

val i ant l y pr ot est ed . 68 However much t he cul t ur al i ndust r y may engender

awar eness of unmet needs, desi r es and aspi r at i ons, t hese cannot be channel ed

di r ect l y i nt o a pr ocess of col l ect i ve t r ansf or mat i on by t he aust er e empi r i cal
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f i ndi ngs of an angr y economi c sci ence or t he anachr oni st i c f ol kl or e of a

r evol ut i onar y pr ol et ar i at . Those who woul d and coul d t r ansf or mt he wor l d under

t he condi t i ons of advanced capi t al i smcome f r om t oo many di f f er ent wal ks of l i f e,

have suf f er ed f r om t oo many di f f er ent f or ms of domi nat i on, and have t oo gr eat

an awar eness of t he cont r adi ct or y f eat ur es of any pr oj ect of qual i t at i ve change t o

be subsumabl e wi t hi n a t ot al i zi ng movement . Wher eas a decade ago i t coul d st i l l

be pr ocl ai med t hat " i f you ar e not par t of t he sol ut i on, you ar e par t of t he

pr obl em, " t hat has now been i mpl i ci t l y t r ansf or med i nt o i t s opposi t e : " i f ' you

t hi nk you ar e par t of t he sol ut i on, you ar e pr obabl y a par t of t he pr obl em. " I f one

si de of t hi s r esponse i s cyni ci sm and r et r eat , t he ot her i s an i nsat i abl e hunger f or

concept s, whi ch can ar t i cul at e t he new f r amewor k of quest i ons wi t hi n whi ch t al k

of sol ut i ons mi ght once agai n seem somet hi ng mor e t han sect ar i an chat t er . I n

t hi s cont ext , t her ef or e, not hi ng coul d be mor e r adi cal t han t o pl ead f or t he

cul t i vat i on of a new f or mof cr i t i cal t hi nki ng not onl y as t he basi s f or a newvi si on

of t he f ut ur e, but as a sour ce of r esi st ance t o t he t empt at i ons of power , t he

r ewar ds of accomodat i ve t hi nki ng, and t he seduct i ons of r epr essi ve de-

subl i mat i on . I n t hi s l ong wi nt er of cul t ur al hi ber nat i on i n Canada and Quebec,

hope f or sur vi val r equi r es a qui et conf i dence whi ch can be nur t ur ed onl y t hr ough

t he passi ons ar oused by abst r act i deas, wr i t t en t ext s, and t he spoken wor d i n

smal l gr oups . So Ri oux and Cr ean concl ude not wi t h - l e gr and r ef us" of Mar cuse,

but wi t h " un gr and def i " :

Ne ser ai t - i l pas t emps pour qu' au Canada, cessant pour une f oi s

d' i mi t er 1' empi r e, l e peupl e r epr enne gout a l a pol i t i que qui ne

consi st e pas seul ement a voul oi r s' empar er du pouvoi r mai s a

debat t r e en l ong et en l ar ge des f i nal i t es de l a ci t e? 69

Yet t hi s vi ndi cat i on of t heor et i cal i magi nat i on shoul d not be t aken t o i mpl y

t hat pol i t i cal pr act i ce and empi r i cal r esear ch have si mpl y l agged behi nd t heor y,

as i f t hey coul d have kept pace or t hat t heor y i s somehow bet t er of f as a

consequence . Such an i nt er pr et at i on woul d be f al se not onl y because i t sees

pol i t i cal f ai l ur e as t he wor k of i ndi vi dual s, or gl osses over t he di f f i cul t i es of

bui l di ng up an empi r i cal r esear ch t r adi t i on, or f or get s t he r eal i t i es of i sol at i on,

f r agment at i on and dependence i n Canadi an schol ar shi p ; i t al so i gnor es t he

pot ent i al of t heor et i cal r ef l ect i on f or i r r esponsi bl i t y and poet i c pr omi scui t y,

behol den onl y t o a nar ci ssi st i c concept i on of wi sdom. The di vor ce and mut ual

di st r ust bet ween cr i t i cal t heor y and pol i t i cal economy shoul d be t aken, t her ef or e, .

as mi r r or i ng t he obj ect i ve br each bet ween t heor y and pr act i ce, hence a si gn of

domi nat i on and a cal l f or mut ual l ear ni ng . Ot her wi se bot h r un t he r i sk of f al l i ng

pr ey t o t he t yr anny of epi st emol ogi cal di vi de and r ul e, by al l owi ng t al i smat i c

l abel s of " mat er i al i sm" and " i deal i sm" t o magi cal l y name t he sour ce of al l our

concept ual i l l s and t her eby depr i ve us of t he cr i t i cal i magi nat i on r equi r ed f or

r ecover y . To t he ext ent t her e i s hope f or t heor et i cal r econci l i at i on or qual i t at i ve
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change, " t he t ask i s t o subsume t he descr i pt i ve i nt o t he cr i t i cal , maki ng t he t ur n

t o t he concr et e t he domi nant moment of soci al t heor y . " 10
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aut onomy movement : The Quest i on of Separ at i sm, New Yor k : Vi nt age, 1981 .

30 . Though Ri oux' s use of t he concept of " cul t ur e popul ai r e" has af f i ni t i es wi t h t he not i on of
" popul i sm" used i n r ef er ence t o West er n agr ar i an soci al movement s, t he t wo shoul d not be
conf used. Hi s concept r et ai ns r ef er ence t o t he pr ocess of mar gi nal i zat i on, but gener al i zes t he

pot ent i al sour ces . To a gr eat ext ent he f ol l ows Mar cuse her e.

31 . Ri oux and Cr ean, p . 90 .

32. I bi d. , p . 63 .
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33. Thi s r esear ch i s bei ng conduct ed under t he auspi ces of t he " I nst i t ut Quebecoi s de r echer che sur l a
cul t ur e" headed by Fer nand Dumont . I n addi t i on t o t he var i ous r el at ed monogr aph ser i es,
ment i on shoul d al so be made of an associ at ed new j our nal , Quest i ons de cul t ur e ( 1981- ) .

34. Mor e r ecent l y, Ri oux has j oi ned t he f r ay agai nst Tr udeau i n a sat i r i cal pol i t i cal t r act t i t l ed Pour

r endr e publ i quement conge de quel ques sal auds, Mont r 6al : 1' Hexagone, 1981 . The speci f i c

pol i t i cal and cul t ur al i mpl i cat i ons of Ri oux' s posi t i on i s evi dent i n hi s r ol e as one of t he f ounder s
of t he " aut ogest i on" - or i ent ed j our nal Possi bl es ( 1976- ) .

35 . Wi l l i am Appl eman Wi l l i ams, " Radi cal s and Regi onal i sm; " Democr acy, vol . 1, no . 4, Oct ober
1981, pp . 90- 2. Or as Fr eder i c Jameson has r ecent l y admi t t ed, f ol l owi ng her e t he exampl e of Tom
Nai r n on Br i t ai n r at her t han t he case cl oser t o home whi ch he has of t en vi si t ed, t he nat i onal i st
quest i on st ands as " Mar xi sm' s gr eat hi st or i cal f ai l ur e" : " i t i s i ncr easi ngl y cl ear i n t oday' s wor l d ( i f
i t had ever been i n doubt ) t hat a Lef t whi ch cannot gr asp t he i mmense Ut opi an appeal of
nat i onal i sm ( any mor e t han i t can gr asp t hat of r el i gi on or f asci sm) can scar cel y hope t o
' r eappr opr i at e' such col l ect i ve ener gi es and must ef f ect i vel y doom i t sel f t o pol i t i cal i mpot ence. "
The Pol i t i cal Unconsci ous, I t haca : Cor nel l Uni ver si t y Pr ess, 1981, p . 298 .

36. For one of t he mor e per cept i ve and t heor et i cal l y wel l - i nf or med st at ement s of t hese i ssues, see
Nat han Keyf i t z, " Soci ol ogy and t he Canadi an soci et y, " i n T. N. Gui nsbur g and G. L . Reuber , eds .
Per spect i ves on t he Soci al Sci ences i n Canada, Tor ont o: Uni ver si t y of Tor ont o Pr ess, 1974, pp.
10- 41 . See al so, Paul Lamy, " The Gl obal i zat i on of Amer i can Soci ol ogy : Excel l ence or
I mper i al i sm, " i n J . Paul Gr ayson, ed . Cl ass, St at e, I deol ogy and Change, Tor ont o : Hol t , Ri nehar t
and Wi nst on, 1980, pp . 351- 60.

37 . Repr esent at i ves of cr i t i cal t heor y and soci ol ogy have been di scussed i n Canadi an j our nal s, most
not abl y i n t he Canadi an Jour nal of Pol i t i cal and Soci al Theor y, and t o a l esser ext ent i n
Phi l osophy of t he Soci al Sci ences . The over al l i sol at i on of Canadi an cr i t i cal soci ol ogy i s one of t he
r easons why Ri oux and Cr ean' s book deser ves par t i cul ar at t ent i on. The consequence of t hi s
si t uat i on has become especi al l y evi dent i n t he t ext book l i t er at ur e or i ent ed t owar d " Mar xi st "
appr oaches and " pol i t i cal economy. " Such t er ms ar e used i ndi scr i mi nat el y and l i t t l e ef f or t i s made
t o i nt r oduce t he i mpor t ant di f f er ent i at i ons necessar y f or a sel ect i ve and cr i t i cal i nt r oduct i on. Thi s
pr obl emr el at es, of cour se, t o t he di f f i cul t i es i n t he t echni cal l i t er at ur e . Sympt omat i cal l y,
none of t hese t ext s dr aw upon cr i t i cal t heor y and soci ol ogy, a f act whi ch poi nt s t o t he r emar kabl e
i sol at i on of Canadi an neo- Mar xi st soci ol ogy i n par t i cul ar . The onl y except i on i s di r ect ed by
necessi t y t o t he Amer i can mar ket : Ben Agger , West er n Mar xi sm, Sant a Moni ca, Ca . : Goodyear ,

99



1979.

RAYMORROW

38. The t heme of t he r el at i onshi p bet ween pol i t i cal economy and cr i t i cal t heor y has been ar t i cul at ed

most expl i ci t l y wi t hi n t he Fr ankf ur t School t r adi t i on . For a det ai l ed account of t he

emer gence of t hi s pr obl em i n t he ear l y Fr ankf ur t School , see Gi ocomo Mar r amao, " Pol i t i cal

Economy and Cr i t i cal Theor y, " Tel os, no . 24, Summer 1975, pp. 56- 80. Mor e gener al hi st or i cal

account s ar e avai l abl e i n Davi d Hel d, I nt r oduct i on t o Cr i t i cal Theor y, Ber kl ey and Los Angel es :

Uni ver si t y of Cal i f or ni a Pr ess, 1980, and t he i nt r oduct i on t o Paul Conner t on, ed . Cr i t i cal

Soci ol ogy, Har mondswor t h, Eng . : Pengui n, 1976. The gener al t opi c has al so been t r eat ed i n a

r at her di f f er ent , but i l l umi nat i ng way by Al vi n Goul dner i n hi s The Two Mar xi sms, NewYor k :

Seabur y, 1980.

39 . The pr i nci pl e under l yi ng al l t he model s of new- Mar xi st pol i t i cal economy i s t o expl ai n t he

cont i nui ng f ai l ur e of r evol ut i onar y t r ansf or mat i on. Di f f er ent r egul at i ve concept s ar e t aken t o be

deci si ve . As St anl ey Ar onowi t z has suggest ed, t hr ee basi c t heor i es have been used t o account f or

t he appar ent f ai l ur e of capi t al i smt o col l apse : t he r eal i zat i on cr i si s emphasi zed i n Leni n' s t heor y

of i mper i al i sm, dependency t heor y whi ch expl ai ns t he i nt egr at i on of t he Thi r d Wor l d i nt o t he

wor l d capi t al i st syst em, and t he model of capi t al - l ogi c :

The t hi r d posi t i on, capi t al - l ogi c, t r i es t o over come t he appar ent f ai l ur e of

t he t hi r d wor l d r evol ut i on i n a di f f er ent way . A t heor y of l at e capi t al i sm as

a speci f i c hi st or i cal st age, i t i ncor por at es t he t heor y of i mper i al i sm i nt o an

ent i r el y new par adi gm: i t i s t he l ogi c of accumul at i on i t sel f , l i t er al l y at i t s

or i gi ns i n t he l abor pr ocess, t hat t he whol e devel opment of capi t al i sm,

i ncl udi ng t he pr obl emof t he pr ol et ar i at as hi st or i cal agency or subj ect , may

be under st ood . Unl i ke Leni n and dependency t heor y, whi ch subsume t he

l abor pr ocess i nt o t he pr ocess of ci r cul at i on of capi t al , capi t al - l ogi c r emai ns

or i ent ed t o pr oduct i on r el at i ons, bot h wi t h r espect t o i t s val ue f r omand i t s

t echni cal char act er . " The End of Pol i t i cal Economy, " Soci al Text , no . 2,

Summer , 1979, p. 8.

The cent r al i ssue i n t he mor e r ecent Canadi an di scussi ons has been how t o combi ne t he

i ndi genous ver si on of dependency t heor y wi t h var i ant s of t he pr oduct i on- cent r ed capi t al - l ogi c

appr oach whi ch goes f ar beyond cr uder not i ons of cl ass conf l i ct . For one of t he f ew occasi ons

wher e t hi s debat e has become mor e expl i ci t , see Ray Schmi dt , " Canadi an Pol i t i cal Economy : A

Cr i t i que, " St udi es i n Pol i t i cal Economy, no. 6, Aut umn 1981, pp . 65- 92 .

40. Kar l Kor sch, Di e mat er i al i st i sche Geschi cht sauf f assung and ander e Schr i f t en ed . Er i ch Ger l ach,

Fr ankf ur t amMai n : Eur opai sche Ver l agsanst al t , 1974, p. 167 .

41 . Leo Pani t ch, " Dependency and Cl ass i n Canadi an Pol i t i cal Economy, " St udi es i n Pol i t i cal

Economy, no. 6, Aut umn 1981, p . 28.

42 . I bi d.

43 . Among t he i mpor t ant cont r i but or s t o t he debat e on t he f oundat i ons of t he human sci ences one

woul d have t o i ncl ude Ji i r gen Haber mas, Ger ar d Radni t zky, Ri char d Ber nst ei n, Ant hony

Gi ddens, Roy Bhaskar , Joachi mI sr ael , Jon El st er , and Johann Gal t ung, t o name onl y a f ew. See

al so t he magi st r al sur vey by Paul Ri coeur , Mai n Tr ends i n Phi l osophy, New Yor k and London :

Hol mes & Mei er , 1979.

44. Apot ent i al except i on her e i s t he quest i on of t he r el at i onshi p bet ween t he t heor i zi ng of I nni s and

Mar x . I an Par ker ' s ef f or t s at r econci l i at i on have been heat edl y at t acked by Davi d McNal l y i n

" St apl e Theor y as Commodi t y Fet i shi sm: Mar x, I nni s and Canadi an Pol i t i cal Economy ; " St udi es
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i n Pol i t i cal Economy, no. 6, Aut umn 1981, pp . 35- 63 . I t i s cl ear t hi s debat e shoul d be cont i nued as

i t goes t o t he hear t of t he r el at i onshi p bet ween st apl es t heor y and ot her f or ms of anal ysi s,

especi al l y neo- Mar xi st capi t al - l ogi c . At t hi s poi nt t he st apl es ver si on of dependency t heor y i s on

t he def ensi ve and hi ghl y vul ner abl e because i t has not el abor at ed i t s met at heor et i cal assumpt i ons

and has f ai l ed t o devel op a compr ehensi ve cr i t i que of neo- Mar xi st t heor y . Al so, i mpor t ant i ssues

of pol i t i cal st r at egy ar e at st ake her e .

46. As Ri oux has descr i bed t hi s r el at i onshi p :
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45 . Some of t hese t hemes have been t ouched upon i n Robi n Nei l l , ANewTheor y of Val ue: The

Canadi an Economi cs of H. A. I nni s, Tor ont o: Uni ver si t y of Tor ont o Pr ess, 1972 . Those who have

begun t o pose such quest i ons ar e l ar gel y out si de of or on t he mar gi ns of pol i t i cal economy as i s

evi dent i n a r ecent I nni s symposi um: Wi l l i amH. Mel ody, et al . , eds . Cul t ur e, Communi cat i on and

Dependency, Nor wood, NJ . : Abl ex, 1981 .

Les di ver gences ent r e l es mar xi st es economi st es et l es mar xi st es

cul t ur el s- pour empl oyer une expr essi on commode- sembl ent a l a f oi s

moi ndr es, a cer t ai ns 6gar ds, et pl us gr aves a d' aut r es poi nt s de vue . . . c' est au

suj et du passage d' un t ype de soci et e a 1' aut r e que l es deux gr oupes peuvent

s' opposer mai s i l sembl e que l eur s poi nt s de vue et l eur s demar ches

peuvent et r e compl ement ai r es et devr ai ent ent r e . Essai de soci ol ogi e

cr i t i que, p . 164.

Ar onowi t z expr esses t hi s i n a somewhat l ess conci l i at or y manner :

. . . t he count er - l ogi c of t he er ot i c, pl ay, and t he const i t ut i ng subj ect may not

be r educed ei t her t o t he mode of pr oduct i on of mat er i al l i f e or t he mode of

soci al r epr oduct i on ( f ami l y, school , or r el i gi on i n t hei r capaci t y as

i deol ogi cal appar at uses of t he st at e) . Pol i t i cal economy ends when t heor y

seeks t o speci f y t he condi t i ons of t r anscendence . Mar xi smas cr i t i que

consi st s i n showi ng t he sci ence of pol i t i cal economy i s descr i pt i ve of t he

commodi t y f et i sh . The apogee of cr i t i cal sci ence r esi des i n speci f yi ng t he

non- subsumabl e. " The End of Pol i t i cal Economy, " p. 51 .

47 . The l i mi t at i ons of t he exi st i ng t r adi t i on of cul t ur al anal ysi s ar e evi dent i n t he i t ems ci t ed by
Cl ement and Dr ache ( pp . 146- 52) on cul t ur e and nat i onal i sm. Ther e i s no si gn of t he r ange of

t heor et i cal i ssues of t he t ype sur veyed, f or exampl e, by Jor ge Lar r ai n, The Concept of I deol ogy,
London : Hut chi nson, 1979. An i mpor t ant except i on her e i s John Feket e' s The Cr i t i cal Twi l i ght :

Expl or at i ons i n t he I deol ogy of Angl o- Amer i can Li t er ar y Theor y f r omEl i ot t o McLuhan,
London : Rout l edge and Kegan Paul , 1977 . That such a t r ansf or mat i on i s under way, however , i s

evi dent i n r ecent wor k on t he hi st or y of wor ki ngcl ass cul t ur e, t he Concor di a r adi odr ama pr oj ect ,

and some r esear ch under way at Tr ent Uni ver si t y, t he communi cat i ons depar t ment s at Si mon

Fr aser and McGi l l , and t he soci ol ogy and soci al and pol i t i cal t hought pr ogr ammes at Yor k . See
al so, Li or a Sal t er , ed . Communi cat i on St udi es i n Canada/ Et udes Canadi ennes en Communi cat i on,

Tor ont o : But t er wor t hs, 1981 .

48. Ar onowi t z expr esses t hi s cr uci al poi nt as f ol l ows :

Even i f capi t al - l ogi c i s an adequat e expl anat i on of t he or i gi n of t he

ubi qui t y of cul t ur al domi nat i on i n gener al and mass cul t ur e i n par t i cul ar , i t

cannot account f or t hei r aut onomy . For havi ng been pr oduced as t he aspect

of capi t al ' s new condi t i ons of r epr oduct i on, mass cul t ur e r epr oduces i t sel f

on t he basi s of i t s own l ogi c, whose economi c di mensi on, whi l e not

i nsi gni f i cant , cannot encapsul at e i t s i nf l uence, whi ch exceeds i t s i nt ended
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f unct i on . Mass cul t ur e, as t he penul t i mat e subst i t ut e f or communi t y,

conceal s t hat f undament al soci al i mpul se, but i t s spur i ous gr at i f i cat i ons

r eveal i t as wel l . . . I f t he count er - l ogi c i s nor t heor i zed as ut opi a, t he

pr ol et ar i an publ i c spher e, popul ar cul t ur e t hat i s r oot ed i n ever yday

r esi st ance, and t he possi bi l i t i es f or t r anscendi ng capi t al i t sel f ar e

t heor et i cal l y f or ecl osed. " End of Pol i t i cal Economy ; " p . 50

49. A soci al psychol ogi st , Pet er Ar chi bal d, i n Soci al Psychol ogy as Pol i t i cal Economy, Tor ont o :

McGr aw- Hi l l Ryer son, 1978, has made a usef ul cont r i but i on t o dr awi ng out t hi s di mensi on of

pol i t i cal economy . Hi s account suf f er s, however , f r oma super f i ci al r ej ect i on of t he possi bi l i t i es of

soci al phenomenol ogy and symbol i c i nt er act i oni sm t o cont r i but e t o t hese mat t er s . The most

ser i ous consequence of t hi s soci al psychol ogi cal bl i ndspor i s i n t he ar ea of t he t heor y of soci al

movement s . Though t he r e- i nt r oduct i on of cl ass anal ysi s has cor r ect ed i mpor t ant def i ci enci es of

much convent i onal hi st or i cal r esear ch, i t has not l ed t o any ser i ous r econsi der at i on of t he

def i ci enci es of cl assi c Mar xi st anal ysi s and cul mi nat es i n t he most super f i ci al of gener al i t i es as, f or

exampl e, i n Gar y B. Rush, " Pol i t i cal Economy and Soci al Movement s : Not es Towar ds Theor y

and Anal ysi s, " i n John Al l an Fr y, ed . Economy, Cl ass and Soci al Real i t y, Scar bor ough :

But t er wor t h, 1979, pp . 435- 59 . Thi s i s al so evi dent i n R. J . Br ym and R. J . Sacouman, eds .

Under devel opment and Soci al Movement s i n At l ant i c Canada, Tor ont o : Hogt own Pr ess, 1979,

t hough t he hi st or i cal r i chness of t he mat er i al s compensat es i n par t . The t endency f or many

pol i t i cal economi st s t o si mpl y denounce popul i st and nat i onal i st movement s as pet i t bour geoi s

and r ef or mi st bet r ays a dogmat i c t endency whi ch bl i nds anal ysi s t o t he dynami c el ement s of

cont empor ar y pol i t i cs . For a char act er i st i c exampl e of t hi s ki nd of r educt i oni sm, see James

Over t on, " Towar ds a Cr i t i cal Anal ysi s of Neo- Nat i onal i sm i n Newf oundl and, " i n Br ym and

Sacouman, pp . 219- 49. And no one on t he l ef t i n Canada or el sewher e has dar ed t o pr ovi de an

adequat e r ej oi nder t o Mancur Ol son Jr . i n hi s Logi c of Col l ect i ve Act i on, New Yor k : Schocken,

1965. Hi s anal ysi s of t he di scr epancy bet ween t he i ndi vi dual and col l ect i ve r at i onal i t y and how i t

under mi nes t he ut opi an t hr ust of soci al movement s r emai ns an i ndi spensabl e poi nt of depar t ur e

f or any st r at egy of r adi cal change . The t heor y of " aut ogest i on" seems t o pr ovi de an i mpl i ci t

r esponse der i ved f r om t he f ai l ur e of t r adi t i onal f or ms of par t y or gani zat i on and mobi l i zat i on .

50 . Thi s hol ds pr i mar i l y f or t he t heor y of t he subj ect as out l i ned i n var i ous sect i ons of Loui s

Al t husser , Posi t i ons, Par i s : Edi t i ons Soci al es, 1976. Empi r i cal appl i cat i ons have assumed t he

f or m of an essent i al l y r educt i ve f or mof hi st or i cal di scour se anal ysi s based on l i ngui st i c model s .

See her e Regi ne Robi n, et al . Hi st oi r e et l i nqui st i que, Par i s : Ar mand Col i n, 1973. A l ess st at i c

st r at egy of anal ysi s, whi ch at t empt s t o r econci l e semi ol ogy, Lacani an psychoanal ysi s, and t he

t heor y of t he subj ect , has ani mat ed r ecent Br i t i sh di scussi ons as, f or exampl e, i n Rosal i nd Cowar d

and John El l i s, Language and Mat er i al i sm, London : Rout l edge and Kegan Paul . But as f or a

dynami c soci al psychol ogy sui t abl e f or pur poses of hi st or i cal and ent hnogr aphi c r esear ch,

Bour di eu' s " t heor y of pr act i ce" and key concept of " habi t us" appear mor e f r ui t f ul . See Pi er r e

Bour di eu, Out l i nes of a Theor y of Pr act i ce, t r ans . R. Ni ce, Cambr i dge : Cambr i dge Uni ver si t y

Pr ess, 1977, and Le Sens pr at i que, Par i s : Mi nui t , 1980 .

51 . For a val uabl e compl ement ar y st udy whi ch dr aws upon Gr egor y Bat eson' s communi cat i on t heor y

f or a soci al psychol ogy of domi nat i on and dependency, see Tony Wi l den, The I magi nar y

Canadi an, Vancouver : Pul p Pr ess, 1980 . Though t he mi l i t ancy of hi s use of t he l anguage of

col oni al i smmay make many r eader s wi nce, Wi l den' s of t en st ar t l i ng r evel at i ons about Canadi an

i dent i t y and hi st or y poi nt t o a f or m of cul t ur al suppr essi on of possi bi l i t i es whi ch i s di f f i cul t t o

deny . A mor e nuanced vocabul ar y f or expr essi ng t hi s f or m of " advanced" cul t ur al domi nat i on

r emai ns t o be el abor at ed .

52 . I t i s not possi bl e her e t o consi der i n mor e der ai l Ri oux' s use of t he concept of al i enat i on, but see

hi s Essai de soci ol ogi e cr i t i que, pp . 85- 95 . What i s cal l ed f or , of cour se, i s a br oader cr i t i cal soci al

psychol ogy whose out l i nes ar e now emer gi ng. For ear l i er anal yses of t he cr i si s of academi c soci al
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psychol ogy, seeJoachi mI sr ael , " St i pul at i ons and Const r uct i ons i n t he Soci al Sci ences, " i n j . I sr ael

and H. Taj f el , eds . The Cont ext of Soci al Psychol ogy, London and NewYor k : Academi c Resss,

1972, pp . 123- 211 and Ni gel Ar mi st ead, ed . Reconst r uct i ng Soci al Psychol ogy, Har mondswor t h,

Eng. : Pengui n 1974 . Regr et t abl y, t he pr omi se of et hnomet hodol ogy and phenomenol ogy t o t hi s

pr oj ect has st i l l not been r eal i zed i n t he f or mant i ci pat ed i n Pet er Dr ei t zel , ed . Recent Soci ol ogy

No . 2, NewYor k : Macmi l l an, 1970. But under t he headi ng of " soci al i zat i on" t heor y, t hi s t opi c

cont i nues t o i nspi r e r esear ch i n West Ger many, cf . Di et er Guel en, Dar ver gesel l schaf t et e Subj ekt ,

Fr ankf ur t am Mai n : Suhr kamp, 1977 . See al so Phi l i p Wexl er , " Towar d a Cr i t i cal Soci al

Psychol ogy, " Psychol ogy and Soci al Theor y, no . 1, Spr i ng/ Summer , 1981, pp . 52- 68.

53. For a pr ovocat i ve exampl e of t he f or mer , seeJames Ogi l vy, Many Di mensi onal Man, NewYor k :

Har per Col ophon, 1979, and of t he l at t er , Wi l l i am Lei ss, The Li mi t s t o Sat i sf act i on, Tor ont o :

Uni ver si t y of Tor ont o Pr ess, 1976 .

54. A good exampl e of t hi s, because t heor et i cal l y wel l - i nf or med, i s James Sacouman' s assumpt i on

t hat a Mar i t i mes- r oot ed pol i t i cal economy has agr eat er chance of devel opi ng an ef f ect i ve

pol i t i cal st r at egy because of t he pr evi ous weakness of " t hi r d r oad" popul i st andsoci al democr at i c

ef f or t s . What i s har d t o f ol l ow i s why a r egi on pr evi ousl y r esi st ant t o pr ot est shoul d as a

consequence be r i pe f or wor ki ng- cl ass mobi l i zat i on i n r esponse t o " concr et e, t heor et i cal l y

i nf or med r esear ch t hat i s ef f ect i vel y communi cat ed and or gani zed, " " The' Per i pher al ' Mar i t i mes

and Canada- Wi de Mar xi st Pol i t i cal Economy, " St udi es i n Pol i t i cal Economy, no . 6, Aut umn 1981,

p . 146. Si gns of hi st or i cal wor ki ng- cl ass r esi st ance and st at e coer ci on shoul d not be mi st aken f or

an emer gent count er - hegemoni c movement ; nor i s i t cl ear why t he pat t er n wi l l not f ol l ow t he

popul i st and soci al democr at i c pat h f ound el sewher e i n Canada. Thi s i s not meant t o di scour age

such pol i t i cal economi c r esear ch, but t o sober i t s pol i t i cal " pr et ent i ons" andcal l f or ot her f or ms of

i nqui r y as wel l .

55 . Thi s t ype of " wi shy- washy" cl ass anal ysi s i s char act er i st i c of bot h t he " Comi t e des Cent " and t he

" Regr oupement pour l e Soci al i sme" as def i ned by Mar c Fer l and and Yves Vai l l ancour t ,

Soci al i sme et i ndependance au Quebec: pi st es sur l e mouvement ouvr i er et popul ai r e, Mont r eal :

Ed. Soci al i sme et I ndependance/ Ed . coop6r at i ve Al ber t St - Mar t i n, 1981 . Such " cl ass anal ysi s" i s

t hen coupl ed wi t h an ast oundi ng nai vet e ( i f not decei t ) about t he el ement ar y const r ai nt s of

economi c scar ci t y and t he exi st i ng syst emof power and pr oduct i on . I n t he name of such " un vast e

mouvement popul ai r e pl ur i - cl ass i st e" al l of t he publ i c and par a- publ i c uni ons ar e t ol d by t hei r

" mai t r e penseur s" t hat t hey have an obl i gat i on t o mai nt ai n t hei r al r eady excessi ve wage gai ns

( r el at i ve t o t he pr i vat e sect or ) , even i f i t ( as seems possi bl e) bankr upt s t hepr ovi nce, wor sens t he

si t uat i on f or t he i mpot ent gr oups, makes t he envi si oned coal i t i on i mpossi bl e, dest r oys t he PQ,

and r est or es wi t h even gr eat er power t he r ul e of t he Quebec Li ber al Par t y. See, f or exampl e, t he

r easoni ng of Jean- Mar c Pi ot t e and Thei r r y Hent sch, " Le mal ai sedu syndi cal i sme quebecoi se," Le

Devoi r , 18 j anvi er 1982, p. 11 . Wher e cr i t i ci smof t he PQi s most j ust , however , i s i n poi nt i ng out

t hat i t has at t empt ed t o adj ust t o t he f i scal cr i si s by f ol l owi ng t he l i nes of l east r esi st ance ( budget

cut s i n t he ar eas wher e t her e i s t he l east capaci t y f or adef ensi ve r esponse) , r at her t han spr eadi ng

t hebur den equi t abl y t hr oughout soci et y . Remar kabl y, t he PQ' s l ef t i st cr i t i cs seemunabl e t o gr asp

t hat a new st r at egy of i ndust r i al devel opment r equi r es capi t al whi ch must come ei t her f r om

i nt er nal savi ngs and i nvest ment or mor e bor r owi ng . Gi ven t he f i scal cr i si s, t her ef or e, t he PQi s

power l ess t o car r y out i t s pr ogr amme and par t of t he soci al i st l ef t has t r i ed t o make t he absur d

cl ai m t hat i t has an al t er nat i veot her t han a " Cuban- st yl e" r evol ut i on t hat woul d l ast about as l ong

as i t t akes t o shut of f an oi l l i ne. For a sober assessment of t hecr i si s of publ i c f i nances anda cal l f or

a f r eeze on publ i c sect or wages, see Pi er r e For t i n, " Les f i nances publ i ques : un coup de bar r e

r adi cal s' i mpose, " Le Devoi r , 14 j anvi er 1982, p. 19.

56. Dani el Dr ache, " Ten Good Year s : The Begi nni ngs of Hi nt er l and Resi st ance; " i n Dr ache, ed .

Debat es and Cont r over si es, p . 56 .
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60. Gr ant ' s f or mul at i on bear s r epeat i ng :

RAYMORROW

57 . For a br oad, hi st or i cal i nt r oduct i on t o t he t opi c of " aut ogest i on" see Al ai n Gui l l er m and Yvon

Bour det , Cl ef t pour Paut ogest i on, Par i s : Segher s, 1975 ; and f or an i nf l uent i al gener al f or mul at i on

see Pi er r e Rosanval l on, I ' i l ge de Paut ogest i on, Par i s : Seui l , 1976 .

58. Thi s i s one of t he most f undament al cont r adi ct i ons of t he r ecent Mani f est o of t he " Comi t e des

Cent " i n Quebec . Though i t s cal l f or de- cent r al i zat i on, wor ker ' s par t i ci pat i on, and a f ul l y

democr at i c f or m of par t y or gani zat i on echoes t he i nf l uence of " aut ogest i on" di scussi ons i n t he

f r ancophone mi l i eu, i t i s coupl ed wi t h a cl assi c appeal based on t he supposed economi c benef i t s of

i ndependence and soci al i sm. By not f ul l y acknowl edgi ng t he t ensi ons bet ween i ndust r i al i zat i on

and al t er nat i ve f or ms of wor k or gani zat i on, t hi s document pr omi ses t oo much and pr ovi des no

gui del i nes f or r esol vi ng t he di l emma . Mor eover , i t s cal l f or opt i ng out of t he Nor t h Amer i can

economy bet r ays t hecompl et e pover t y of i t s concept i on of t r ansi t i on. Gr eat si l ence sur r ounds t he

quest i on of wher e t he capi t al f or devel opment i s t o come f r omand howt o per suade t he " wor ki ng

and popul ar cl asses" t o accept an i nt er i m decl i ne i n t hei r st andar d of l i vi ng t hr ough vol unt ar y

savi ngs .

59. Such quest i ons have not , f or t he most par t , been posed by t he newpol i t i cal economy, even i f t her e

ar e expr essi ons on t he per i pher y, as i n Abr ahamRot st ei n, ed. Beyond I ndust r i al Gr owt h,

Tor ont o : Uni ver si t y of Tor ont o Pr ess, 1976 . I n l ament i ng t he consequences of ast apl es economy,

dependency t heor i st s have t ended t o f al l back on a cel ebr at i on of i ndust r i al i zat i on wi t hout

adequat el y posi ng t he quest i on of al t er nat i ve f or ms of economi c devel opment . Neo- Mar xi st

capi t al - l ogi c appr oaches pr opose an al t er nat i ve f or m of i ndust r i al i zat i on, but do not r eal l y

exami ne i t s f undament al assumpt i ons whi ch ar e, t o be sur e, st i l l r oot ed i n t he l ogi c of a

gr owt h- or i ent ed soci et y . Ther e i s, however , a mor e soci ol ogi cal l y- or i ent ed f or m of pol i t i cal

economy whi ch can be r econci l ed wi t h a cr i t i que i ndust r i al i zat i on as, f or exampl e, i n Pat r i ci a

Mar chak, I n Whose I nt er est s, Tor ont o : McCl el l and and St ewar t , 1979.

. . . i ndi genous cul t ur es ar e dyi ng ever ywher e i n t he moder n wor l d .

Fr ench- Canadi an nat i onal i sm i s a l ast - di t ch st and. The Fr ench on t hi s

cont i nent wi l l at l east di sappear f r om hi st or y wi t h mor e t han t he smi r ks

and whi mper s of t hei r Engl i sh- speaki ng compat r i ot s- wi t h t hei r f l ags

f l yi ng and, i ndeed, wi t h some of t hei r guns bl azi ng. The r eal i t y of t hei r

cul t ur es, and t hei r desi r e not t o be swamped, cannot save t hem f r om t he

i nexor abl e f act s i n t he cont i nent al case . Sol ut i ons var y t o t he pr obl em of

how an aut onomous cul t ur e can be mai nt ai ned i n Quebec . But al l t he

answer s f ace t he same di l emma : Those who want t o mai nt ai n separ at eness

al so want t he advant ages of t he age of pr ogr ess . These t wo ends ar e not

compat i bl e, f or t he pur sui t of one negat es t he pur sui t of t he ot her .

Nat i onal i smcan onl y be asser t ed successf ul l y by an i ndent i f i cat i on wi t h

t echnol ogi cal advance ; but t echnol ogi cal advance ent ai l s t hedi sappear ance

of t hose i ndi genous di f f er ences t hat gi ve subst ance t o nat i onal i sm. Lament

f or a Nat i on, p. 76.

61 . Jon El st er , Logi c and Soci et y, NewYor k : Wi l ey, 1978, p. 7 .

62 . Such a vi ew of change chal l enges bot h cer t ai n t endenci es t owar d an unf ol di ng, l i near model of

devel opment i n Mar x and t he even mor e evol ut i on i st i c concept i ons char act er i st i c of most

soci ol ogi cal t heor i es . As Ant hony Gi ddens has r ecent l y ar gued, her e suppl ement i ng Ri oux and

Cr ean' s gener al posi t i on, a mor e adequat e appr oach t o cont empor ar y soci al change woul d have t o

gi ve mor e pr omi nence t o :

( 1) Rel at i ons of aut onomy and dependence among soci et i es or r egi ons of
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soci al syst ems . . . ( 2) The uneven devel opment of di f f er ent sect or s or

r egi ons of soci al syst ems . . . ( 3) Cr i t i cal phases of r adi cal soci al change, i n

whi ch t he exi st i ng al i gnment of maj or i nst i t ut i ons i n a soci et y becomes

t r ansf or med, whet her or not t hi s i nvol ves pr ocesses of pol i t i cal

r evol ut i on. . . and ( 4) A ' l eapf r og' i dea of change, accor di ng t o whi ch t he

' advanced' i n one set of ci r cumst ances may i nhi bi t f ur t her change at a l at er

dat e ; whi l eon t he ot her hand t hat whi ch i s ' r et ar ded' at one poi nt i n t i me

may l at er become a pr opi t i ous basi s f or r api d advancement . Cent r al

Pr obl ems i n Soci al Theor y Ber kel ey and Los Angel es : Uni ver si t y of

Cal i f or ni a Pr ess, 1979, pp . 225- 9 .

Canada and Quebec pr ovi de i nt er est i ng i l l ust r at i ons of each of t hese pr ocesses and Ri oux and

Cr ean' s pl ea f al l s di r ect l y wi t hi n t hepur vi ewof t hef i nal poi nt : " For l eapf r og pr ocesses of change

i nvol ve t he awar eness t hat some event s i n t he past need not be r epeat ed i n t he f ut ur e : t hat

avoi dabl e possi bl e wor l ds ar e t he ot her f ace of f ut ur e st at es of soci et y t o be st r i ven f or . " I bi d. ,

p . 230.

63 . Thi s hol ds pr i mar i l y f or neo- Mar xi st , especi al l y Al t husser i an, ver si ons of pol i t i cal economy .

Non- st r uct ur al i st ver si ons t end t owar d a mor e Gr amsci an concept i on wi t hout , however , t he

aut onomous, count er hegemoni c pr ol et ar i an cul t ur e whi ch he coul d t ake f or gr ant ed. St apl es and

dependency t heor y has not r eal l y wor ked out a coher ent al t er nat i ve asi de f r om a pr agmat i c

r ecogni t i on of t he need t o r ehabi l i t at e nat i onal i sm as a mobi l i zi ng f or ce i n a dependent economy .

64 . Pi er r e Rosanval l on, Le Capi t al i sme ut opi que, Par i s : Seui l , 1979 .

65 . I bi d. , p . 108.

66 . Zygmunt Bauman, Soci al i sm: The Act i ve Ut opi a, London : Geor ge Al l en and Unwi n, 1976, pp .

139- 40. Ri oux and Cr ean' s use of t he concept " i magi nai r e soci al e" act ual l y der i ves f r omCor nel i us

Cast or i adi s, L' I nst i t ut i on i magi nai r e de l a soci et y, Par i s : Seui l , 1975 . Al so i n t hi s cont ext cf . Fr ed

R. Dal l mayr , Twi l i ght of Subj ect i vi t y, Amher st : Uni ver si t y of Massachuset t s Pr ess .

67. Har ol d A. I nni s, The Bi as of Communi cat i on, Tor ont o, Uni ver si t y of Tor ont o Pr ess, 1964, pp.

204 and 211 .

68. I n t hi s r espect t he si t uat i on i n Eur ope i s onl y moder at el y bet t er . As Haber mas has not ed i n an
i nt er vi ew, he consi der s hi msel f as one of t he " l ast of t heMohi cans" i n havi ng had t he oppor t uni t y

t o combi ne phi l osophy and soci al sci ence . Symbol i cal l y enough, t he chai r i n phi l osophy and

soci ol ogy cr eat ed f or Hor khei mer was abol i shed i n 1971 wi t h Haber mas' depar t ur e f r om

Fr ankf ur t . When pr essed t o ci t e a concr et e exampl e of phi l osopher s st i l l abl e t o combi ne soci al

sci ent i f i c st andar ds and a " publ i c, pol i t i cal l y ef f ect i ve ; " r ol e, he names Char l es Tayl or as a t ype

f ound even i n t he Angl o- Saxon domai n, " even Oxf or d . " What Haber mas f ai l s t o ment i on,

however , i s t hat Tayl or i s i n i nt el l ect ual and pol i t i cal exi l e, havi ng f ai l ed t o gai n si gni f i cant

appr eci at i on or i nf l uence at home i n Canada. SeeJur gen Haber mas, Kl ei ne Pol i t i sche Schr i f t en

( I - I V) , Fr ankf ur t amMai n : Suhr kamp, 1981, p. 487 .

69 . Ri oux and Cr ean, p . 116- 7.

70 . Ar onowi t z, p. 52 .
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