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This paper describes the rate of naturally occurring abortion and fetal death that
were diagnosed by the use of an ultrasonographical device in 683 pregnant cynomol-
gus monkeys (Macaca fascicularis) of which 542 were wild-imported monkeys and
141 were colony-bred monkeys. All of these animals had become pregnant by the 3-
day timed mating system. The combined rate of abortion and fetal death was 7. 0%
in the wild-imported animals and 7. 8% in the colony-bred animals. There were no
significant differences in the rate with respect to different ages and to different
period of feeding at Tsukuba Primate Center. Seventy-eight per cent (38 monkeys)
of the total cases occurred during the first 5 to 9 pregnancy-weeks.
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Table]l. Abortion and fetal death in wild-imported cynomolgus monkeys
Period of Number of Number of Number of Total(%)
feeding(year) examined abortion fetal death otali’o
3~ 4 86 4 1 5(5.8%)
5~6 214 8 1 9 (4.2%)
7~8 197 16 4 20 (10.2%)
9 ~ 11 45 3 1 4 ( 8.9%)
Total 542 31 7 38 (7.0%)
Table 2. Abortion and fetal death in colony bred cynomolgus monkeys
Age Number of Number of Number of o
(year) examined abortion fetal death Total(%)
4 ~ 5 65 1 3 4 (6.2%)
6 ~ 7 53 2 1 3(5.7%)
8§ ~9 20 1 0 1 (5.0%)
10 ~ 12 3 3 0 3 (100%)
Total 141 7 4 11 (7.8%)
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Fig. 1. Time of occurrence of abortion and fetal

death in cynomolgus monkeys
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