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REGNUM EDINBURGH CENTENARY SERIES

The centenary of the World Missionary Conference of 1910, held in Edinburgh,
was a suggestive moment for many people seeking direction for Christian
mission in the 21% century. Several different constituencies within world
Christianity held significant events around 2010. From 2005, an international
group worked collaboratively to develop an intercontinental and multi-
denominational project, known as Edinburgh 2010, based at New College,
University of Edinburgh. This initiative brought together representatives of
twenty different global Christian bodies, representing all major Christian
denominations and confessions, and many different strands of mission and
church life, to mark the centenary.

Essential to the work of the Edinburgh 1910 Conference, and of abiding
value, were the findings of the eight think-tanks or ‘commissions’. These
inspired the idea of a new round of collaborative reflection on Christian
mission — but now focused on nine themes identified as being key to mission in
the 21" century. The study process was polycentric, open-ended, and as
inclusive as possible of the different genders, regions of the world, and
theological and confessionaliperspectives in today’s church. It was overseen by
the Study Process Monitoring Group: Miss Maria Aranzazu Aguado (Spain,
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Dowsett (UK, World Evangelical Alliance), Dr Knud .Jergensen (Norway,
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Oxford Centre for Mission Studies), Rev Dr Kenneth R. Ross (UK, Church of
Scotland), Dr Petros Vassiliadis (Greece, Aristotle University of
Thessalonikki), and co-ordinated by Dr Kirsteen Kim (UK, Edinburgh 2010).

These publications reflect the ethos of Edinburgh 2010 and will make a
significant contribution to ongoing studies in mission. It should be clear that
material published in this series wilkinevitably reflect a diverse range of views
and positions. These will not necessarily represent those of the series’ editors or
of the Edinburgh 2010 General Council, but in publishing them the leadership
of Edinburgh 2010 hopes to encourage conversation between Christians and
collaboration in mission. All the series’ volumes are commended for study and
reflection in both church and academy.
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PREFACE

The Edinburgh 2010 Common Call emerged from the Edinburgh 2010
study process and conference marking the centenary of the World
Missionary Conference, Edinburgh 1910. The Common Call, cited below,
was affirmed in the Church of Scotland Assembly Hall in Edinburgh on 6
June 2010, by representatives of world Christianity, including Catholic,
Orthodox, Evangelical, Pentecostal, and other major Protestant churches.

As we gather for the centenary of the World Missionary Conference of
Edinburgh 1910, we believe the church, as a sign and symbol of the reign
of God, is called to witness to Christ today by sharing in God’s mission of
love through the transforming power of the Holy Spirit.

1. Trusting in the Triune God gnd with a renewed sense of urgency, we
are called to incarnate and proclaim the good news of salvation, of
forgiveness of sin, of life in.abundance, and of liberation for all poor and
oppressed. We are challenged to witness and evangelism in such a way that
we are a living demonStration of the love, righteousness and justice that
God intends for theavhole world.

2. Rememberiug Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross and his resurrection for
the world’s salvation, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we are called to
authentic dialogue, respectful engagement and.chumble witness among
people of other faiths — and no faith — to thesuniqueness of Christ. Our
approach is marked with bold confidence in:the gospel message; it builds
friendship, seeks reconciliation and practises hospitality.

3. Knowing the Holy Spirit whe  blows over the world at will,
reconnecting creation and bringing.authentic life, we are called to become
communities of compassion and diealing, where young people are actively
participating in mission, and women and men share power and
responsibilities fairly, where there is a new zeal for justice, peace and the
protection of the environment, and renewed liturgy reflecting the beauties
of the Creator and creation.

4. Disturbed by the asymmetries and imbalances of power that divide
and trouble us in church and world, we are called to repentance, to critical
reflection on systems of power, and to accountable use of power structures.
We are called to find practical ways to live as members of One Body in full
awareness that God resists the proud, Christ welcomes and empowers the
poor and afflicted, and the power of the Holy Spirit is manifested in our
vulnerability.

5. Affirming the importance of the biblical foundations of our missional
engagement and valuing the witness of the Apostles and martyrs, we are
called to rejoice in the expressions of the gospel in many nations all over
the world. We celebrate the renewal experienced through movements of
migration and mission in all directions, the way all are equipped for
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mission by the gifts of the Holy Spirit, and God’s continual calling of
children and young people to further the gospel.

6. Recognising the need to shape a new generation of leaders with
authenticity for mission in a world of diversities in the twenty-first century,
we are called to work together in new forms of theological education.
Because we are all made in the image of God, these will draw on one
another’s unique charisms, challenge each other to grow in faith and
understanding, share resources equitably worldwide, involve the entire
human being and the whole family of God, and respect the wisdom of our
elders while also fostering the participation of children.

7. Hearing the call of Jesus to make disciples of all people — poor, wealthy,
marginalised, ignored, powerfil, living with disability, young, and old — we are
called as communities of faith to mission from everywhere to everywhere. In
Jjoy we hear the call to receive from one another in our witness by word and
action, in streets, fields, offices, homes, and schools, offering reconciliation,
showing love, demonstrating gracéand speaking out truth.

8. Recalling Christ, the host at the banquet, and committed to that unity
for which he lived and prayed, we are called to ongoing co-operation, to
deal with controversial:issues and to work towards a common vision. We
are challenged to _welcome one another in our diversity, affirm our
membership through baptism in the One Body of Christ, and recognise our
need for mutuality, partnership, collaboration and networking in mission,
so that the world might believe.

9. Remembering Jesus’ way of witness and service, we believe we are
called by God to follow this way joyfully, .inspired, anointed, sent and
empowered by the Holy Spirit, and nurtured by Christian disciplines in
community. As we look to Christ’s coming in glory and judgment, we
experience his presence with us in thé Holy Spirit, and we invite all to join
with us as we participate in God 'sstransforming and reconciling mission of
love to the whole creation.

Themes Explored

The 2010 conference was shaped around the following nine study themes:
1. Foundations for mission

Christian mission among other faiths

Mission and post-modernities

Mission and power

Forms of missionary engagement

Theological education and formation

Christian communities in contemporary contexts

Mission and unity — ecclesiology and mission

Mission spirituality and authentic discipleship

A e R Sl
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FOREWORD

Mission and Ecumenism are the life lines of Church. As such, ecumenical
missiology is an expression of these life lines in conceptual terms. It is no
wonder, then, that ecumenical missiology today has become ‘life’-centric.
For instance, the World Council of Churches 2013 Busan Assembly
focused on ‘God of Life’ and the new WCC Mission Statement is entitled
‘Together Towards Life’. Ecumenical missiology has travelled quite far
since Edinburgh 1910. It has undergone sweeping changes ever since. The
accent on missiology has shifted away from colonial models to post-
colonial paradigms; from classical modes to contextual modes; from
monolithic, Eurocentric ways of thinking and doing mission to polyphonic
expressions of missiology; from>confessional slants to truly ecumenical
perspectives; and from human*centredness to life centric missiologies. The
new Commission on World Mission and Evangelism book Ecumenical
Missiology: Changing Landscapes and New Conceptions of Mission,
among other things, provides a succinct yet comprehensive account of the
history of ecumenical missiology since 1910, tracing various landscape
shifts and missielogical reflections during the last century.

There haye been a wide range of themes within ¢he broad spectrum of
ecumenical missiology that the last century has‘addressed and pondered
over through various world mission conferénces and mission events.
Section 2 of the book is a theological survey of the ‘core themes across a
century’, the most significant missiological themes such as ‘evangelism’,
‘church, mission and unity’, ‘worship? ‘healing’, ‘culture’, ‘other faiths’,
‘formation’, ‘discipleship’, ‘partnership’, ‘contextualization’, ‘transform-
ation’, ‘justice’, ‘margins’, ‘enyironment °, ‘gender’ and ‘migration’. The
thematic articulations have been efforts of the ecumenical movement to
address mission concerns in ever-changing global landscapes.

The final section of the book concentrates specifically on the new
WCC/CWME Mission Statement: Together Towards Life: Mission and
Evangelism in Changing Landscapes (TTL). An edifying and enlightening
discussion on 77TL from various.-confessional, contextual and regional
perspectives is provided in this section. The wide reception that T7L has
received is indicative of the huge influence it has had on ecumenical
mission thinking and praxis. The pneumatological mission paradigm, the
Mission of the Holy Spirit, that 77L articulates within a comprehensive
Trinitarian framework, provides fresh insights on transformative spirituality
that is feminine/womanist, inter religious and earthly. The accent on
mission as quest for justice and sharing in a world of gross injustice makes
TTL one of the most prophetic texts ever on mission and evangelism. The
ecological perspective where creation is treated as an agent of creation is
not only ground breaking but also strikes chords with indigenous
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worldviews on creation. Perhaps what makes 77L most popular and
controversial at the same time is its new concept of ‘Mission from the
Margins’. This indeed is a paradigm shift. After Missio Dei (Willingen,
1952), no other mission paradigm, in my view, has received such
recognition and enjoyed such wide currency. ‘Mission from the Margins’
goes beyond the classical liberation theology on behalf of the marginalized
in that the marginalized here assume agency and subjecthood of liberative
mission. The ‘epistemological privilege’ of the marginalized provides them
with a particular viewpoint that those at the centre are not able to see. In
this sense ‘Mission from the Margins’ is a subaltern version of liberation
missiology. ‘Margins’ here refers to the marginalized all over and also to
the perspective of the Global South. T7L in general and ‘Mission from the
Margins’ in particular will surely have wide and lasting influence on
ecumenical missiology for a long time to come. Therefore, the final section
where T7TL is the focus, is of great relevance.

The new CWME anthology on mission entitled Ecumenical Missiology:
Changing Landscapes and New Conceptions of Mission is a significant
contribution in the arena- of ecumenical missiology. Not only does it
provide a historical overview of the theology of world mission since
Edinburgh 1910 butsalso throws much light on various themes that the
ecumenical missign movement has dealt with over a century. The book
assumes great importance also because of it's last section which functions
effectively as’a commentary on 77L.

CWME is proud to present this new velume to the ecumenical
movement. On behalf of the Commission, it.is my privilege to thank Prof.
Dr Kenneth R. Ross, the Rev. Dr Jooseop Keum, Ms Kyriaki Avtzi and
Prof. Dr Roderick R. Hewitt for having edited this volume in an impressive
manner. The Commission is particularly grateful to Dr Jooseop Keum,
Director of CWME, for his‘excellent leadership and passionate
commitment to the cause of world mission and evangelism. My hope and
prayer is that the book will receive wide readership and exert great
influence on churches, mission agencies and mission minded people across
the globe.

Metropolitan Geevarghese Coorilos
Moderator, Commissionon World Mission and Evangelism,
World Council of Churches
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EDITORIAL INTRODUCTION

The World Council of Churches 2012 mission affirmation is entitled
Together towards Life. These three simple words capture the meaning of
ecumenical missiology. It is a matter of coming together, across the fault-
lines of geography, race, gender, politics, theology, ecclesiology and
anything else that might divide those who confess Jesus as Lord. It is a
matter of movement — ‘fowards’ — being on a journey rather than being
static or complacent. It is a matter of /ife — reaching out to the reality of the
world in the conviction that the last word is not one of death but rather of
life. Together towards Life is the title of a 2012 document but it is also an
apt description of a century-long quest by churches and mission agencies
around the world to understand.what is involved in their calling to bear
witness to Christ.

This book has been prepared with acute awareness of how challenging it
can be to comprehend the meaning of mission and to find direction for our
own engagement in it’— as individuals, churches, agencies or institutions.
This is all the moresso today as the managerial approach which prevailed at
the height of the¢" modern missionary movement has_been found wanting.
Mission today: is conducted along lines that are ‘unmanageable’ and yet the
challenge remains to understand its genius and meaning. As we wrestle in
the early decades of the 21st century with the missional challenges of our
time and situation, we have much to learn from those who met the
challenges of their time and context in-earlier years. By recalling how
mission thinking responded to changing circumstances in the past, we can
be better equipped to develop the fiesh thinking about mission that will be
required in the future.

Two milestone events in the history of Christian mission frame this
volume. The first is the Edinburgh 1910 World Missionary Conference to
which has been traced both the beginning of the modern ecumenical
movement and the start of the systematic study of mission known as
‘missiology’. The second is the adoption in 2012 of the World Council of
Churches mission affirmation..Together towards Life, a comprehensive
statement on the meaning of mission that has been well received by a broad
cross-section of world Christianity. Between the two lie one hundred years
of constant engagement with the quest to understand the missionary
impetus and the call to unity found at the heart of the Christian faith. The
purpose of this book is to clarify the main lines along which this quest has
been pursued and to assess the result of the one hundred years of reflection
as it finds expression in Together towards Life.

The century-long process of reflection has unfolded against a backdrop
of changing landscapes. Just four years after the epochal Edinburgh 1910
World Missionary Conference, the First World War broke out with the
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result that many of the presuppositions on which Edinburgh 1910 had
worked were called into question. This proved to be a recurrent pattern as
events such as the Second World War, the collapse of western colonial rule
in much of Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean and Africa, the arms
race, the Cold War, the advance of economic globalisation, the rise of
China, and the increase in worldwide migration, provoked fundamental
rethinking of the meaning of mission. Indeed, the post-war period has seen
an acceleration in the speed with which the global landscape is being
transformed. As a changing global context has challenged the churches to
rethink their understanding of mission, so the ‘landscape’ of ecumenical
missiology has also changed. As the practice of mission changed, so
missiology was reshaped accordingly. Features that were prominent one
hundred years ago have faded into the background while new features,
unknown in 1910, have taken centre stage. It is this ‘changing landscape’
that the present volume seeks to survey.

The first section of the book allows those who shaped the understanding
of mission across the century to speak for themselves. Assembled on its
pages are extracts from .the vast body of documents generated by the
periodic global mission®conference held under the auspices first of the
International Missionary Council and then of the Commission on World
Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches (the form in
which the life.of the IMC continued after integration with the WCC in
1961). Briefvexplanatory introductions set these eXtracts in context and
allow the reader to engage with the issues whichgripped the imagination at
the time and, in particular, to discern the changes in the landscape as these
were brought into focus by the successive conferences.

The second section of the book surveys the same terrain as the first but
uses a different frame of analysis. Itfidentifies the key issues with which
ecumenical missiology has beeit” concerned across the century and
examines them on a thematic basis. Scholars of mission seek to trace the
decisive developments that have shaped the ecumenical understanding of
each particular theme. They appraise the state of our understanding today
and seek to discern where key challenges may lie for the future.

The third section is focused particularly on Together towards Life (TTL),
the mission statement produced at the end of the 100-year span of
ecumenical missiology. This section'sets out the immediate background to
the creation of the document and analyses it from a variety of confessional
and geographical perspectives. This critical engagement with the text will
be invaluable to anyone seeking to study 77L. More broadly, it draws
together the threads of ecumenical mission thinking that have run through
the century into consideration of a single comprehensive statement. Not
that this is the end of the story — critical consideration of 77L reveals areas
where further work is required, and a concluding chapter suggests where
the challenges for ecumenical missiology might lie in the future.
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Besides making a contribution to the comprehensive analysis of
Christian mission attempted by the Regnum Edinburgh 2010 series, this
book has the particular purpose of missional formation. It aims to be a tool
that can be used at personal, congregational or institutional levels.
Churches and church-related agencies for mission and development are
invited to evaluate and rethink their mission policy in the light of the
ecumenical journey that has led to Together towards Life. This will help to
chart the new directions for mission required in changed landscapes. The
book also aims to be a resource for education and formation. Engaging at
depth with Together towards Life, and the century of ecumenical
engagement that lies behind it, is an exercise that will immeasurably
strengthen the leadership formation urgently required in many contexts
today.
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Introduction

The ‘ecumenical century’ is widely acknowledged to have begun with the
World Missionary Conference held at Edinburgh in 1910. However,
scarcely had its Continuation Committee begun the task of implementing
its vision when the First World War broke out. It soon became apparent
that this shattering event had permanently altered the way the world was
understood. Mission too would need a new interpretation. This turned out
to be but the first of a series of episodes which changed the landscape in
which people were living. Each called for a new conception of Christian
mission.

This section will trace the changing landscapes across the century and
discern the outlines of the new conceptions of mission which were formed
in response. A primary frame of reference for this exercise will be the
conferences which were held approximately every ten years by the
International Missionary Council and, after that body’s integration with the
World Council of Churches in<1961, by the WCC Commission on World
Mission and Evangelism. These conferences will be allowed to speak for
themselves through extracts from their findings. Introduction and
commentary will set them in context and make reference to leading figures
and publications byswhich they were influenced. ‘(These primary texts are
reproduced exactly as they originally appeared including, especially in the
earlier years, expressions that display attitudes to such matters as race and
gender that*would not be acceptable today. Part® of the observation of
changing landscapes is to see how such attitudes changed in the course of
the century.)

The purpose and importance of these world mission conferences is
captured in a statement made by the_first of them at Edinburgh in 1910:
‘Assuredly, then, we are called to make new discoveries of the grace and
power of God, for ourselves, for.the Church, and for the world; and, in the
strength of that firmer and bolder faith in Him, to face the new age and the
new task with a new consecration.”' This is what succeeding generations
have sought to do. As the landscape has changed, so understanding of
mission has deepened and broadened. New discoveries of the grace and
power of God have indeed been made. From these there is much to be
learned as mission theologians and practitioners meet the challenges posed
by the world of the 21st century.

! “Message to Members of the Church in Christian Lands’, World Missionary
Conference, 1910, The History and Records of the Conference (Edinburgh and
London: Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier; New York, Chicago and Toronto: Fleming
H. Revell, 1910), 109; cit. Wolfgang Giinther, ‘The History and Significance of
World Mission Conferences in the 20th Century’, in International Review of
Mission, 92.367 (October 2003), 521-37, at 521.



THE WORLD MISSIONARY CONFERENCE,
EDINBURGH 1910 — A FOUNTAIN-HEAD

* Representative gathering of the entire Protestant missionary

movement

¢ Christendom framework of the ‘Christian World’ and the ‘Non-
Christian World’

* Sense of opportunity and obligation to take the gospel to the whole
world

* In-depth research, study and reflection informed the conference

* Divisive doctrinal and ecclesial issues excluded

* Greater co-operation and® collaboration needed for the sake of
effectiveness in missiont

¢ Birth of the modern.¢cumenical movement

The Nature and Purpose of ‘Edinburgh 1910°

From the mid-19th century the western Protestant missionary movement
adopted the practice of holding a major international conference on a
decennial basis. The World Missionary Conference, usually remembered as
‘Edinburgh 1910°, stood in this succession. It was distinguished, however,
by the range of its participants, the breadth and depth of its enquiry, the
scale of its ambition, the sense of urgency and opportunity with which it
was imbued, and the magnitude of its historical legacy in mission and
ecumenism. Its leaders were united in the conviction that they stood at a
moment of unprecedented opportunity in terms of fulfilling the Church’s
task of taking the Christian message to the whole world. They were
convinced that they had arrived at a moment when political, economic and
religious factors had combined to create opportunities for worldwide
missionary advance which, if not grasped now, might never recur. The
conference therefore convened with a strong sense that it had a role to play
in world evangelisation which would prove to be historic.

An informal alliance of British and American missionary societies, with
support also from continental Europe, provided the leadership and
organisation for the conference. The American Methodist layman, John R.
Mott, well known as a leader of the Student Volunteer Movement and the
Young Men’s Christian Association, chaired the organising committee and
the conference itself.' The secretary was a young man from Scotland, J.H.

! See C. Howard Hopkins, John R. Mott 1865-1955: A Biography (Geneva: WCC
and Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1979).
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Oldham, a masterful thinker and organiser who would later become a major
figure in the twentieth-century ecumenical movement.” The participants
were drawn from the missionary societies and church mission boards of the
western Protestant churches. Only agencies having missionaries in the
foreign field and with foreign missions expenditure of at least £2,000
annually were invited to be represented, and they were entitled to an
additional delegate for every additional £4,000 of foreign missionary
expenditure.” On this basis 176 missionary societies and boards sent
delegations — 59 from North America, 58 from continental Europe, 47 from
the United Kingdom and 12 from South Africa and Australia. The delegates
were overwhelmingly British and American — 509 from Britain, 491 from
North America, 169 from continental Europe, 27 from the white colonies of
South Africa and Australasia, and 19 from ‘the younger churches’ of India,
China and Japan. Only one African attended and there were no delegates
from Latin America, the Caribbean or the Pacific.

Complex ecclesiastical diplomacy lay behind the composition of the
conference and the framing of its enquiry. A major objective of the
organising committee was to secure the participation of the Anglo-Catholic
or ‘High Church’ Anglican missionary societies — the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel and the Universities’ Mission to Central Africa.*
In order to do so, they had to concede that territories where Eastern
Orthodox or Roman Catholic churches predominated should be regarded as
already evangelised, not a view usually taken at that time by Evangelical
Protestant missions. Hence Latin America, much of the Middle East and
eastern Europe were effectively excluded from the consideration of the
conference. Its discussion was framed around the ‘Christian world’ of
western Europe and North America, and the ‘Non-Christian world’ of
Africa, Asia and the Pacific. The question was how to take the gospel of
Christ from the former to the latter. To further allay apprehensions among
the societies and boards invited to participate, the International Committee
agreed ‘to confine the purview of the Conference to work of the kind in
which all were united... No expression of opinion should be sought from
the conference on any matter involving any ecclesiastical or doctrinal
question on which those taking part in the conference differed among
themselves’.” This meant that the conference was necessarily oriented to
practical issues of method, administration and co-operation in missionary
work.

% See Keith Clements, Faith on the Frontier: A Life of J.H. Oldham (Edinburgh: T.
& T. Clark and Geneva: WCC, 1999).

3 World Missionary Conference, 1910, The History and Records of the Conference
(Edinburgh and London: Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier; New York, Chicago and
Toronto: Fleming H. Revell, 1910), 7.

4 See Clements, Faith on the Frontier, 81-88.

> History and Records, 8.
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A distinctive feature of Edinburgh 1910 was that it did not aim to be a
rallying of the faithful supporters of the missionary movement. Whereas
earlier gatherings had concentrated on a demonstration of enthusiasm,
Edinburgh aimed to be a working conference, its subtitle being ‘To
consider Missionary Problems in relation to the Non-Christian World’. It
was distinguished by its attempt to achieve a more unified strategy and
greater co-ordination within the worldwide engagement of Christian
mission. The aim of the organising committee was that it should be ‘a
united effort to subject the plans and methods of the whole missionary
enterprise to searching investigation and to co-ordinate missionary
experience from all parts of the world’.® It was driven by the belief that the
missionary movement had arrived at a unique moment of opportunity.
There was a great sense of urgency to the conference, prompted by a
conviction that the opportunity could be lost if the right strategy were not
formed and implemented. ‘Never before,” stated its flagship text, ‘has there
been such a conjunction of crises and of opening of doors in all parts of the
world as that which characterises the present decade.’’ In the words with
which Mott entitled the book he published soon after the conference, it
appeared to be ‘the decisive hour of Christian missions’.®

Much of the drive and inspiration of the conference derived from the
delegates’ realisation that their goal of world evangelisation was much
more likely to be achieved if there were a greater degree of co-operation
and collaboration among the western missionary agencies. The only formal
resolution of the conference came on the report of its Commission on
‘Cooperation and the Promotion of Unity’. The conference unanimously
resolved that a Continuation Committee be formed, ‘international and
representative in character... to maintain in prominence the idea of the
World Missionary Conference as means of co-ordinating missionary work,
of laying sound lines for future development, and of evoking and claiming
by corporate action fresh stores of spiritual force for the evangelisation of
the world’.’ The conference resulted in structures quite quickly being put in
place to facilitate co-operation between missionary agencies.

Its significance, however, went much further. Though its terms of
reference explicitly excluded consideration of divisive doctrinal and
ecclesiastical questions, the Edinburgh Conference spawned an epoch-
making vision of church unity. The Asian delegates, though few in number,
were particularly influential in voicing an aspiration for greater church
unity, drawing on movements in this direction which were already

8 Cit. Clements, Faith on the Frontier, 77.

7 World Missionary Conference, 1910, Report of Commission I: Carrying the
Gospel to all the Non-Christian World (Edinburgh and London: Oliphant, Anderson
& Ferrier; New York, Chicago and Toronto: Fleming H. Revell, 1910), 1.

¥ John R. Mott, The Decisive Hour of Christian Missions (New York: Student
Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions, 1912); cf Carrying the Gospel, 363.

° “Minutes of the Conference’, in History and Records, 95-96.
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underway in their contexts. They in turn took fresh impetus from the
dynamic of the conference. A direct line of continuity runs from the
Edinburgh Conference to the formation of the Church of South India
(1947), the Church of North India (1970), a single non-denominational
Protestant Church in China (1951), and the United Church of Christ in
Japan (1941)." Though the conference was an exclusively Protestant affair,
there were moments when it looked to a wider church unity. Silas McBee,
editor of The Churchman, read a letter from Bishop Bonomelli, the Roman
Catholic Bishop of Cremona, in which the Bishop wrote that he recognised
amongst the Edinburgh delegates elements of faith ‘more than sufficient to
constitute a common ground of agreement, and to afford a sound basis for
further discussion, tending to promote the union of all believers in Christ’."'

Dr R. Wardlaw Thompson of the London Missionary Society told the
conference: ‘I long for the time when we shall see another Conference, and
when men of the Greek Church and the Roman Church shall talk things
over with us in the service of Christ.’'? Thus the conference proved to be
the widely acclaimed starting point of the twentieth-century ecumenical
movement, with a direct line of continuity running through to the formation
of the World Council of Churches in 1948. ‘Edinburgh 1910,” wrote Hugh
Martin, ‘was in fact a fountain-head of international and inter-church co-
operation on a depth and scale never before known.’"

Nonetheless, in many respects the expectations of Edinburgh 1910 were
disappointed. The world was not evangelised in that generation. The gospel
was not carried to the entire non-Christian world. Within a few years of the
conference, the energies of the ‘Christian world’” would be consumed by a
war more destructive than any experienced hitherto and a great deal of the
worldwide evangelistic effort would be put on hold. Nor would this prove
to be a temporary interruption. Edinburgh 1910, which understood itself to
be on the brink of a great new surge of missionary advance, in fact proved
to be the high point of the movement. Never again would the western
Protestant missionary movement occupy centre-stage in the way that it felt
it did at Edinburgh. For most of the mission boards and societies
represented, the twentieth century would be one of remorseless decline in
their operations. Today, moreover, the limitations of the conference’s
conceptual landscape are plain to see. The framework of thought, the
categories of analysis and the forms of language are clearly outdated.

' See Brian Stanley, The World Missionary Conference, Edinburgh 1910 (Grand
Rapids, MI, and Cambridge, UK: Eerdmans, 2009), 310-12.

" World Missionary Conference, 1910, Cooperation and the Promotion of Unity,
Report of Commission VIII (Edinburgh and London: Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier;
New York, Chicago and Toronto: Fleming H. Revell, 1910), 220-21.

12 Cooperation and the Promotion of Unity, 216.

' Hugh Martin, Beginning at Edinburgh: A Jubilee Assessment of the World
Missionary Conference 1910 (London: Edinburgh House Press, 1960), 3.
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However, the twentieth century has witnessed a vindication of a
fundamental conviction of Edinburgh 1910: that the good news of Jesus
Christ can take root in every culture across the world and produce fruit in
Church and society everywhere. Edinburgh 1910 proved to be the first
glimpse of what Archbishop of Canterbury William Temple would describe
as ‘the great new fact of our time’ — a truly worldwide Christian Church.'*
The great drama of the coming century, in terms of church history, would
be the growth of Christian faith in Asia, Africa, Oceania and Latin
America. In some respects, this has surpassed even the most sanguine
expectations of the 1910 conference. Since this epoch-making vision of the
church as a truly global missionary community found its first concentrated
expression at Edinburgh in 1910, the unique place of the conference in the
history of Christianity is assured. However imperfect its conceptual
equipment, the Edinburgh Conference, like no other, anticipated the
transformation through which Christianity would become a truly worldwide
faith. As Andrew Walls has written: ‘The World Missionary Conference,
Edinburgh 1910, has passed into Christian legend. It was a landmark in the
history of mission; the starting point of the modern theology of mission; the
high point of the modern western missionary movement and the point from
which it declined; the launch-pad of the modern ecumenical movement; the
point at which Christians first began to glimpse something of what a world
church would be like.”"

This volume will follow the story of the International Missionary
Council, the direct institutional outcome of Edinburgh 1910. It is important,
however, to recognise that the conference also spawned two other strands
of the modern ecumenical movement. The first is the Faith and Order
movement which deliberately concentrated on the doctrinal and
ecclesiological aspects of unity that had been excluded from the discussions
of Edinburgh 1910."° The moving spirit in the inception of Faith and Order
was Bishop Charles H. Brent who had been a delegate at the Edinburgh
Conference and was profoundly affected by the experience. In his own
words, he ‘was converted. I learned that something was working that was
not of man in that conference; that the Spirit of God... was preparing a new
era in the history of Christianity’."” This new era, for Brent, would involve

' William Temple, The Church Looks Forward (London: Macmillan, 1944), 2-3.

!> Andrew F. Walls, The Cross-Cultural Process in Christian History: Studies in the
Transmission and Appropriation of Faith (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, and
Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 2002), 53.

16 See Giinther Gassmann, ‘Faith and Order’, in Nicholas Lossky, José Miguez
Bonino, John S. Pobee, Tom F. Stransky, Geoffrey Wainwright and Pauline Webb,
Dictionary of the Ecumenical Movement (Geneva: WCC and Grand Rapids, MI:
Eerdmans, 1991), 411-13.

'7 Charles H. Brent, cit. W. Richey Hogg, Ecumenical Foundations: A History of
the International Missionary Council and its Nineteenth Century Background (New
York: Harper & Brothers, 1952), 134.
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the pursuit of doctrinal unity and the bridging of the gulf between
Protestant and Catholic Christianity. The second strand of modern
ecumenism with roots in Edinburgh 1910 was the Life and Work
movement which was concerned with the diaconal dimension of Christian
witness.'® It was inspired by the idea that ‘doctrine divides while service
unites’. J.H. Oldham, the secretary of Edinburgh 1910, also played a highly
influential role in the emergence of the Life and Work movement in the
1920s and 1930s. The formation of the World Council of Churches in the
mid-twentieth century was a matter of bringing together these three streams
of ecumenical life that had flowed from Edinburgh 1910.

One feature which distinguished Edinburgh 1910 from earlier
missionary conferences was the depth of the studies undertaken to prepare
for it. Eight Commissions were established in July 1908, each focused on a
topic deemed to be of great significance to the missionary movement. Each
Commission was composed of a roughly equal number of British and
Americans, with a sprinkling of continental Europeans. The membership
struck a balance between leaders of the missionary movement and
sympathetic scholars. Most of the Commissions used a questionnaire
method to consult widely with missionaries in the field. Through a
communication effort unprecedented in its scale and ambition, they
gathered the accumulated wisdom of the missionary movement in relation
to their assigned topics. In the course of this exercise, the Commissions
carried out a vast amount of original research which brought unusual
authority to their conclusions. Each Commission was given a day to present
its report, and delegates had the opportunity to respond with what were then
considered very short speeches — maximum seven minutes. The final
published versions of the Commission reports include the speeches made
by way of response at the conference itself. It is these eight volumes that
constitute the documentary outcome of Edinburgh 1910 and from which the
following extracts have been culled.

Commission One:
Carrying the Gospel to all the Non-Christian World

This was the flagship Commission of the Edinburgh 1910 Conference. Its
title, ‘Carrying the Gospel to all the Non-Christian World’, represented the
primary focus of the conference. The missionary task was conceived as the
‘occupation’ of the vast regions of the world from which Christianity was,
at the beginning of the twentieth century, still absent. '* The Commission’s
Report was to be read in conjunction with the Statistical Atlas of Christian
Mission, prepared in New York and New Haven. This included a directory

'8 Paul Abrecht, ‘Life and Work’, in Lossky et al., Dictionary of the Ecumenical
Movement, 612-14.
Y Carrying the Gospel, 58.
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of Protestant missionary societies, statistics on the history of the missionary
movement, maps of the distribution of Protestant mission throughout the
world, and an index of mission stations ‘occupied’ by foreign
missionaries.”” Information about Roman Catholic and Orthodox missions
was also included in a separate section of the Atlas.

The entire document exudes an optimistic sense of momentous
opportunity. Communications, railway lines, treaties and trade made the
non-Christian world accessible to the ‘carrying of the Gospel’ as never
before. Though the phrase was studiously avoided, much of the tenor of the
report reflects a passion for ‘the evangelisation of the world in this
generation’.”! This was the watchword which Mott had popularised in his
capacity as General Secretary of the World Student Christian Federation. It
was, however, not unchallenged in the work of the Commission. An
alternative view was stated most succinctly, not in the Report itself, but in
an appended letter from Gustav Warneck, the pioneer of mission studies in
Germany, who was not present at the conference itself. Addressing himself
to Mott, he argued that ‘a predilection for the watchword “the occupation of
the whole world in this present generation”... can easily miss the most
hopeful opportunities’.”> These lay, in his view, in strengthening local
churches. He argued: ‘The great lesson which the foreign missionary
enterprise of our time has to learn from the history of the expansion of
Christianity during the first three centuries is that the principal strength of
missions lies in the native congregations... We are at present in that stage
of modern missions when the watchword must be the self-propagation of
Christianity.” The relationship of foreign missions and native churches,
and the relative value of each in the missionary enterprise was an issue held
in tension throughout the work of Commission One. Another tension
revolved around the question of whether it was preferable to aim for the
conversion of individuals or communities.

Commission One Report

The Present Possibility of Carrying the Gospel
to all the.Non-Christian World

When in the history of our religion has the Christian Church been
confronted with such a wide opportunity as the one now before her in the
non-Christian world as a whole? As always, opportunity spells

% World Missionary Conference, 1910, Statistical Atlas of Christian Missions
(Edinburgh: World Missionary Conference, 1910).

2! See John R. Mott, The Evangelization of the World in This G