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ETHI CS, ECONOMI CS AND CANADA' S CATHOLI C BI SHOPS

Chr i st opher Li nd

I n Januar y of 1983, t he Epi scopal Commi ssi on f or Soci al Af f ai r s of t he

Canadi an Conf er ence of Cat hol i c Bi shops r el eased a st at ement on t he Canadi an

and i nt er nat i onal economi es ent i t l ed, " Et hi cal Ref l ect i ons on t he Economi c

Cr i si s . " , I n t hat st at ement t he Bi shops cr i t i ci zed t he " i ndust r i al vi si on and

economi c model t hat gover ns our soci et y . " " I n devel opi ng st r at egi es f or

economi c r ecover y, " t hey ar gued, " f i r st pr i or i t y must be gi ven t o t he r eal vi ct i ms

of t he cur r ent r ecessi on namel y - t he unempl oyed, t he wel f ar e poor , t he

wor ki ng poor - pensi oner s, nat i ve peopl es, women, young peopl e - and smal l

f ar mer s, ' f i sher men, some f act or y wor ker s and some smal l busi ness men and

women . " ~ " Thi s opt i on, " t hey cont i nued, " cal l s f or economi c pol i ci es whi ch

r eal i ze t hat t he needs of t he poor have pr i or i t y over t he want s of t he r i ch ; t hat t he

r i ght s of wor ker s ar e mor e i mpor t ant t han t he maxi mi zat i on of pr of i t s ; t hat t he

par t i ci pat i on of mar gi nal i zed gr oups has pr ecedence over t he pr eser vat i on of a

syst emwhi ch excl udes t hem. "

The Bi shops anal ysed t he pr esent r ecessi on as " sympt omat i c of a much

l ar ger st r uct ur al cr i si s i n t he i nt er nat i onal syst em of capi t al i sm. " " Thr ough

t hese st r uct ur al changes, " t hey sai d, " ' capi t al ' i s r e- asser t ed as t he domi nant

or gani zi ng pr i nci pl e of economi c l i f e . " I nt er est i ngl y, gi ven t he t echni cal l evel of

t hei r anal ysi s, t hei r cr i t i que i s not economi c, pr i mar i l y, but et hi cal . The

domi nance of capi t al as t he or gani zi ng pr i nci pl e, t hey ar gued, " di r ect l y

cont r adi ct s t he et hi cal pr i nci pl e t hat l abour , not capi t al , must be gi ven pr i or i t y

i n t he devel opment of an economy based on j ust i ce . " Fr omt he poi nt of vi ewof

t he Bi shops, " t he pr esent economi c cr i si s . . . r eveal s a deepeni ng mor al di sor der

i n t he val ues and pr i or i t i es of our soci et y . " I t i s t he et hi cal f oundat i on f or t he

Bi shops' , r emar ks and t he i mpl i cat i ons of t hei r par t i ci pat i on i n an economi c

debat e wi t h whi ch t hi s paper wi l l be pr i nci pal l y concer ned . The Bi shops'

st at ement has achi eved a cer t ai n not or i et y, t hough, and t her e ar e t wo aspect s of

i t s r ecept i on by Canadi ans t hat mer i t br i ef comment .

The f i r st i s t hat i t has r ecei ved per haps mor e publ i c at t ent i on t han any ot her

Canadi an Chur ch document i n r ecent memor y . As of t hi s wr i t i ng ( some f i ve

mont hs af t er i t s r el ease) i t i s st i l l a mat t er of consi der abl e publ i c debat e and

i nt er est . The second aspect t hat mer i t s at t ent i on i s t hat t he busi ness communi t y

and t he f eder al Li ber al Gover nment have been ei t her unwi l l i ng or unabl e t o

cr i t i que i t wi t h t he f or ce one mi ght have expect ed. I n par t t hi s i s because of a

t endency t o di smi ss t he st at ement i t sel f . The Bi shops have been descr i bed as

" poor l y i nf or med, " " out of t ouch wi t h r eal i t y, " " beyond t hei r dept h, " and

" a bunch of dr eamer s . " z I n anot her way, t he cr i t i cs have been unabl e t o

under st and t he basi s on whi ch t he Bi shops have ent er ed t he debat e and t hey
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have been unwi l l i ng t o wr est l e ser i ousl y wi t h t he r esour ces and t heor et i cal

f oundat i ons r el i ed on by t he Chur ch . The i nabi l i t y t o under st and t he st at ement

i s demonst r at ed by t he r emar k at t r i but ed t o Bi l l Hami l t on, a member of t he

Macdonal d Commi ssi on on t he Economy, who sai d : " I t sounds t o me as i f we ar e

deal i ng wi t h peopl e whose mor al i t y and economi cs ar e f r om t he si xt eent h

cent ur y . " 3 Not hi ng coul d be f ar t her f r om t he t r ut h .

Ther e ar e t hr ee maj or poi nt s t hat I woul d l i ke t o make i n t he cour se of t hi s

paper . The f i r st i s t hat t he Cat hol i c Bi shops have r el i ed squar el y on t hei r own

ar ea of exper t i se by ent er i ng t he debat e wi t h an et hi cal cr i t i que of Canada' s

economi c condi t i on . Thi s has conf used t hose unf ami l i ar wi t h di sci pl i ned

et hi cal di scour se ; i t has conf used ot her s because t he Bi shops have used

economi c t er ms wi t h an et hi cal cont ent . As wi l l become cl ear , t he use of et hi cal

cont ent i n an economi c debat e i s pr obl emat i c f or economi c di scour se i n bot h

t he mai nst r eamand on t he mar gi ns of t he di sci pl i ne . Thi s i s especi al l y t r ue of

t he concept s of devel opment , under devel opment and dependency .

The second poi nt i s t hat apar t f r omt hei r exper i ence of t he Canadi an r eal i t y,

t he Bi shops have been i nf l uenced by movement s or i gi nat i ng i n ni net eent h

cent ur y Eur opean phi l osophy and by t he exper i ences of t he Cat hol i c Chur ch i n

t he Thi r d Wor l d, most especi al l y i n Lat i n Amer i ca . Fur t her mor e, t hese

i nf l uences have been f el t by most of t he ot her Canadi an Chur ches as wel l .

The t hi r d poi nt i s t hat whi l e t he Cat hol i c Bi shops, i n t hei r st at ement , have

r el i ed on t he anal ysi s of pol i t i cal economy as over agai nst economi cs, what has

gone unnot i ced i s t hat t hei r st at ement al so r epr esent s a cr i t i que of pol i t i cal

economy as t hat t er m i s cur r ent l y under st ood . The st at ement r epr esent s a

cr i t i que because i t has r e- asser t ed an el ement i n t he est abl i shed t r adi t i on of

pol i t i cal economy whi ch i s f r equent l y i gnor ed by t he pol i t i cal economi st s

f or med i n t he Mar xi st mol d who now domi nat e t he di sci pl i ne . That el ement i s

t he et hi cal di mensi on of pol i t i cal economy . The Bi shops ar e demandi ng an et hi c

of means as wel l as an et hi c of ends .

Cat hol i cs and Under devel opment

Cont r ar y t o t he comment s of a mi nor i t y of cr i t i cs, t he Bi shops have not

assumed a cl oak of exper t i se t hat i s not t hei r own . Rat her , t hey have ent er ed t he

debat e pr eci sel y on t he gr ounds wher e t hei r exper t i se i s most wi del y

acknowl edged - mor al i t y . For t he Cat hol i c Chur ch, t he pr obl em wi t h t he

Li ber al Gover nment ' s deci si on t o at t ack i nf l at i on bef or e unempl oyment i s not

onl y i t s l i mi t ed ef f ect i veness as an i nst r ument but r at her t hat i t i nver t s t he

pr oper hi er ar chy of val ues by val ui ng t hi ngs ( capi t al ) mor e hi ghl y t han peopl e .

The Chur ch i s concer ned wi t h peopl e and speci f i cal l y wi t h t hei r devel opment .

I n 1967 Pope Paul VI i ssued an encycl i cal l et t er , On t he Devel opment of

Peopl es ( Popul or um Pr ogr essi o) . I n t hat document he at t empt ed t o def i ne a

Chr i st i an vi si on of devel opment . What i s i mpor t ant t o not e i s t hat t he concept i s

not pr i mar i l y an economi c one . Rat her i t has i t s r oot s i n a per sonal concept



CHRI STOPHER LI ND

whi ch i s ext ended t o t he soci al l evel . I t descr i bes t he devel opment of peopl es,

not economi es, and i n t hat sense owes a debt t o moder n psychol ogi cal t heor y .
What i s newf or t he document i s t hat f or t he f i r st t i me i n Cat hol i c soci al t eachi ng
i t i ncl udes a di scussi on of t r ade r el at i ons as a par t of devel opment .

Devel opment cannot be l i mi t ed t o mer e economi c gr owt h . I n
or der t o be aut hent i c, i t must be compl et e : i nt egr al , t hat i s, i t
has t o pr omot e t he good of ever y man and of t he whol e man .

As an emi nent speci al i st has ver y r i ght l y and emphat i cal l y

decl ar ed : " We do not bel i eve i n separ at i ng t he economi c f r om
t he human, nor devel opment f r omt he ci vi l i zat i on i n whi ch i t
exi st s . What we hol d i mpor t ant i s man, each man and each

gr oup of men, and we even i ncl ude t he whol e of humani t y . " 4

I n anot her sect i on t he document cont i nues,

As a r esul t of t echni cal pr ogr ess t he val ue of manuf act ur ed

goods i s r api dl y i ncr easi ng and t hey can al ways f i nd an

adequat e mar ket . On t he ot her hand, r aw mat er i al s pr oduced

by under devel oped count r i es ar e subj ect t o wi de and sudden
f l uct uat i ons i n pr i ce, a st at e of af f ai r s f ar r emoved f r om t he
pr ogr essi vel y i ncr easi ng val ue of i ndust r i al pr oduct s . As a

r esul t , nat i ons whose i ndust r i al i zat i on i s l i mi t ed ar e f aced

wi t h ser i ous di f f i cul t i es when t hey have t o r el y on t hei r
expor t s t o bal ance t hei r economy and t o car r y out t hei r pl ans
f or devel opment . The poor nat i ons r emai n ever poor whi l e t he

r i ch nat i ons become st i l l r i cher .

I n ot her wor ds, t he r ul e of f r ee t r ade, t aken by i t sel f , i s no
l onger abl e t o gover n i nt er nat i onal r el at i ons . 5

Thi s document i s, i n many ways, a cont i nuat i on of t he moder n t r ends i n
t heol ogy and Chur ch l i f e i ni t i at ed by t he Second Vat i can Counci l . I t has
pr ovi ded, i n t ur n, a maj or basi s f or t he engagement of t he Chur ch i n t he
devel opment debat e i n bot h t he Fi r st and Thi r d Wor l ds .

One of t he maj or new i ngr edi ent s i n t he Second Vat i can Counci l was t he
l ar ge r epr esent at i on f r om t he Thi r d Wor l d . The Cat hol i c Chur ch i n par t i cul ar
has been pr of oundl y af f ect ed by t he col oni al and post - col oni al movement s t hat
f ol l owed t he end of t he Second Wor l d War . Thi s i nf l uence i s appar ent i n t he
1975 Labour Day Message gi ven by t he Canadi an Cat hol i c Bi shops under t he

t i t l e, " Nor t her n Devel opment : At What Cost ?" . Dur i ng t he cour se of t hat
st at ement t he Bi shops made t he f ol l owi ng r emar ks :

We ar e especi al l y concer ned t hat t he f ut ur e of t he Nor t h not

be det er mi ned by col oni al pat t er ns of devel opment , wher ei n a

power f ul f ew end up cont r ol l i ng bot h t he peopl e and t he
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r esour ces .

. . . what we see emer gi ng i n t he Canadi an Nor t h ar e f or ms of

expl oi t at i on whi ch we of t en assume happen onl y i n Thi r d

Wor l d count r i es : a ser i ous abuse of bot h t he Nat i ve Peopl es

and t he ener gy r esour ces of t he Nor t h . Her ei n l i es t he

Nor t her n di l emma . What has been descr i bed as t he " l ast

f r ont i er " i n t he bui l di ng of t hi s nat i on may become our own

" Thi r d Wor l d" . 6

I n t hi s passage we see f or t he f i r st t i me l i nks bei ng made bet ween t he

Canadi an exper i ence, pat t er ns of devel opment t ypi cal of Thi r d Wor l d count r i es,

and t he i mage of col oni al i sm. These ar e l i nks whi ch get pr ogr essi vel y st r onger

and mor e expl i ci t i n t he f ol l owi ng ei ght year s . The year of t hi s Labour Day

Message ( 1975) was al so t he year i n whi ch t he Canadi an Cat hol i c Bi shops j oi ned

wi t h t he Angl i can Chur ch of Canada and t he Uni t ed Chur ch of Canada t o f or m

t he i nt er - Chur ch " Pr oj ect Nor t h . " I t subsequent l y became t he maj or vehi cl e

t hr ough whi ch Chur ch concer ns f or Nat i ve peopl e wer e gi ven voi ce .

Up unt i l t hi s poi nt , under devel opment had been used i n Chur ch st at ement s

t o r ef er t o a st at e of l i mi t ed i ndust r i al i zat i on . I t appear ed t o r ef er t o a st at e of

economi c gr owt h somewher e bet ween f ul l y- devel oped and undevel oped . I n

1977, however , we see anot her shi f t begi nni ng t o t ake pl ace . I n December of t hat

year , Canada' s Cat hol i c Bi shops i ssued a past or al message ent i t l ed, " A Soci et y t o

be Tr ansf or med . " I n t hat document , t hey began t o dr aw par al l el s bet ween

Canadi an exper i ences and pat t er ns of l i f e t hought t o be nor mal i n t he

under devel oped Thi r d Wor l d .

Al t hough our count r y i s cal l ed devel oped, i t has many of t he

mar ks of under devel opment ?

Among t he char act er i st i cs t hey i dent i f i ed wer e l ar ge number s of peopl e l i vi ng

bel ow t he pover t y l i ne, f or ei gn cont r ol l ed compani es exer ci si ng i ncr easi ng

power , per si st ent economi c and soci al di spar i t i es bet ween r egi ons, t hr eat s t o

cul t ur al sover ei gnt y, and wor ker s bei ng excl uded f r om t he deci si on- maki ng

pr ocess . Wi t h t he i dent i f i cat i on of Canada as a cont r adi ct or y case wher e t he

char act er i st i cs of devel opment and under devel opment co- exi st , t he Bi shops

began t he pr ocess of i dent i f yi ng under devel opment as a r el at i onal concept .

They di d so because t hey sawt hat t he char act er i st i cs of under devel opment ar e

t he char act er i st i cs of unequal r el at i onshi ps . Fr omt he Bi shops' poi nt of vi ew,

l ove of God r equi r es t hat we " est abl i sh t he t r uest possi bl e j ust i ce i n al l our

r el at i onshi ps . " 8

I n 1979, anot her i nt er - Chur ch pr oj ect i n whi ch t he Cat hol i cs par t i ci pat e,

GATT- f l y, cr i t i ci zed t he Al aska Hi ghway Pi pel i ne pr oposal by ar gui ng t hat i t
woul d " l ock Canada' s ener gy, f i nance and i ndust r i al devel opment even mor e

deepl y i nt o a pat t er n of dependence on expor t s of non- r enewabl e r esour ces,

i nt o f or ei gn i ndebt edness, and i nt o under devel opment of our manuf act ur i ng
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sect or . " 9 The f ol l owi ng year Pr oj ect Nor t h cl ar i f i ed t he connect i on bet ween

t hei r exper i ence of t he Thi r d Wor l d and col oni al i sm and t hei r anal ysi s of

under devel opment .

The posi t i ons of t he Chur ches r e chr oni c under - devel opment

of peopl e i n Thi r d Wor l d count r i es ar e based on an anal ysi s

t hat , when t he col oni al power s wi t hdr ew and gave up pol i t i cal

cont r ol , t hey di d not r el i nqui sh economi c power . And when

pol i t i cal power was t ur ned over , i t was usual l y gi ven t o el i t i st s,

t hose al r eady made i n t he i mage of t he col oni al mast er s,

hence f r ust r at i ng t r ue sel f - det er mi nat i on . 10

The Chur ches al so ar gued t hat r aci sm woul d be " per pet uat ed because of a

domi nat i on - dependence r el at i onshi p . " I I But f or t he Chur ches, devel opment

does not mean, si mpl y, economi c gr owt h . I n t he same paper t hey def i ned

devel opment as " t he pr ocess by whi ch per sons and soci et i es come t o r eal i ze t he

f ul l pot ent i al of human l i f e i n a cont ext of soci al j ust i ce, wi t h an emphasi s on

sel f - r el i ance . " 12 Conver sel y, under devel opment becomes a r el at i onshi p of

i nequal i t y and i t t hen becomes possi bl e f or t he Chur ches t o sensi bl y descr i be

under devel opment i n an i ndust r i al i zed economy . The Chur ches do not

mai nt ai n t hat an i ncr ease i n G. N. P. wi l l necessar i l y r esul t i n devel opment .

The anal ysi s of t he Cat hol i c Chur ch i n Canada wi t h r egar d t o devel opment

and under devel opment , whi ch has emer ged i n conj unct i on wi t h t he anal ysi s of

ot her Canadi an Chur ches over t he l ast f i f t een year s, shoul d by now be cl ear . I t

shoul d come as no sur pr i se t hen, t o see i n t he 1983 " Et hi cal Ref l ect i ons on t he

Economi c Cr i si s" a cr i t i que of t he domi nant Canadi an economi c model as

" capi t al - i nt ensi ve . . . ener gy- i nt ensi ve . . . f or ei gn cont r ol l ed . . . and expor t -

or i ent ed . " 13 I n ot her wor ds, t hey descr i bed i t as capi t al i st , mat er i al i st , and

dependent . What may sur pr i se some i s t hat t hi s r epr esent s a mer e r ei t er at i on of

t he same cr i t i que made i n t hei r st at ement of Januar y, 1980, " Unempl oyment :

The Human Cost s" . The anal ysi s of t he Chur ches has not onl y been devel opi ng

over mor e t han f i f t een year s, but t he anal ysi s of 1983 i s essent i al l y t he same as

( t hough mor e det ai l ed t han) t he anal ysi s of 1980 .

I nf l uences on t he Chur ches

As I have i ndi cat ed al r eady, t he Cat hol i c Chur ch i n Canada has not been

al one i n devel opi ng t hi s anal ysi s of t he Canadi an economy i n r el at i on t o

under devel opment . I n Canada, t he l ast f i f t een year s have seen t he devel opment

of unpr ecedent ed cooper at i on among Chr i st i an denomi nat i ons on j ust i ce

i ssues . Ther e ar e nowover one hundr ed such or gani zat i ons acr oss t he count r y

but at t ent i on i s most of t en f ocussed on t he most pr omi nent nat i onal coal i t i ons

such as GATT- f l y ( wor ki ng on i ssues r el at ed t o t r ade, ai d and devel opment ) , t he

I nt er - Chur ch Commi t t ee on Human Ri ght s i n Lat i n Amer i ca ( I . C. C. H. R. L . A. ) ,

154
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Pr oj ect Nor t h ( wor ki ng wi t h Canada' s Nat i ve peopl es) , and t he Task For ce on t he

Chur ches and Cor por at e Responsi bi l i t y ( T . C. C. R. ) . Thr ough t hese or gani zat i ons,

t he Chur ches have assembl ed t he r esour ces f or r esear ch and advocacy t hat wer e

si mpl y unavai l abl e bef or e . These gr oups have al so been t he vehi cl e t hr ough

whi ch common posi t i ons have been f ashi oned among t he Chur ches . For t hi s

r eason, t he voi ces of suppor t i n 1983 of f er ed t o t he Bi shops by t he l eader s of

Canada' s ot her l ar ge denomi nat i ons ought not t o be i nt er pr et ed as qui ck and i l l -

consi der ed r esponses . Such r esponses r est on t he hi st or y of cooper at i on

bet ween t he Chur ches and i n t hat sense, t he st at ement by t he Cat hol i c Bi shops

can be seen as r epr esent at i ve of a basi c t hr ust i n t he mai nl i ne Chur ches as a

gr oup . Even pr i or t o t he devel opment of speci f i c coal i t i ons, some Canadi an

Chur ches wer e maki ng i ndependent moves i n t he di r ect i on of an anal ysi s of t he

connect i ons bet ween devel opment , under devel opment and dependency .

The Angl i can Chur ch of Canada i s a case i n poi nt .

I n 1969, Pr of . Char l es Hendr y of t he School of Soci al Wor k at t he Uni ver si t y

of Tor ont o submi t t ed a r epor t whi ch had been commi ssi oned by t he Angl i can

Chur ch of Canada . Publ i shed under t he t i t l e, Beyond Tr apl i nes, i t deal t wi t h t he

si t uat i on of Canada' s Nat i ve peopl es . I t was a r esponse t o t he cal l made t wo

year s ear l i er f or ' f or gi veness r egar di ng Angl i can par t i ci pat i on i n t he per pet uat i on

of i nj ust i ces t o I ndi ans . " 14 I t si gnal l ed a maj or shi f t i n t hat Chur ch' s r esponse t o

Nat i ve cl ai ms f or j ust i ce . I n t hat r epor t Pr of . Hendr y made t he f ol l owi ng r emar k :

Acommuni t y becomes t r ul y devel oped onl y when i t can i t sel f

deci de and char t er i t s own cour se of act i on wi t h onl y

secondar y r el i ance on exper t s, money and ot her r esour ces

f r om out si de . 1b

I n t hat passage t he l i nk i s made, i n a separ at e denomi nat i onal t r adi t i on, bet ween

devel opment and sel f - det er mi nat i on . I t i s st i l l , pr i mar i l y, a per sonal or soci al
concept and an economi c one onl y by ext ensi on . Li ke t he Papal Encl ycl i cal , i t
shows a debt t o movement s or i gi nat i ng i n ni net eent h cent ur y phi l osophy - t o

moder ni smand t o exi st ent i al i sm and phenomenol ogy . Ther e we see f or t he f i r st

t i me t he concept of humani t y seeki ng i t s t r ue end by seeki ng i t s own f ul f i l l ment .

We see per sonal devel opment emer gi ng as t he pr oper goal of human l i f e .

I n t he Cat hol i c t r adi t i on, t he r oot s of t hi s posi t i on have been t r aced back

f r omt he Second Vat i can Counci l , t hr ough Joseph Mar echal and t r anscendent al

Thomi smt o t he Fr ench phi l osopher of act i on, Maur i ce Bl ondel . Gr egor y Baum

has r ef er r ed t o t hi s " shi f t t o t he subj ect " as t he " Bl ondel i an shi f t . " 16 I n t he 1983

Cat hol i c Bi shops' st at ement on t he economy, t hi s t r adi t i on i s most cl ear l y

expr essed i n t he Bi shops' r el i ance on t he " Pr i or i t y of Labour " pr i nci pl e . I t i s a
speci f i c r ef er ence t o John Paul I I ' s r ecent Encycl i cal " On Human Labour "

( Labor em Exer cens) but mor e gener al l y i t r ef er s t o t he moder n phi l osophi cal
concept wher eby l abour i s t he act i vi t y and t he ar ena i n whi ch humani t y
achi eves sel f - r eal i zat i on ( f or a det ai l ed comment ar y on t he Encycl i cal and i t s

r oot s i n John Paul I I ' s per sonal st or y, see Gr egor y Baum' s The Pr i or i t y of Labour 17) .
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The concept of devel opment , l i ke t he Canadi an Bi shops' economi c

st at ement , has at l east t wo r oot s out si de of t he Canadi an exper i ence . One i s t he

Eur opean phi l osophi cal t r adi t i on j ust ment i oned, and t he second i s t he Thi r d

Wor l d . I n t he l at t er case we need t o be r emi nded t hat t he Chur ch, and especi al l y

t he Cat hol i c Chur ch, i s not sol el y a nat i onal i nst i t ut i on af f ect ed by nat i onal

t r ends, but r at her an i nt er nat i onal one . The 1983 st at ement acknowl edges a

cl ear debt not onl y t o t he Thi r d Wor l d but speci f i cal l y t o Lat i n Amer i ca . Thi s i s

mani f est ed by i t s r el i ance, as a f i r st f undament al Gospel pr i nci pl e, on t he

" pr ef er ent i al opt i on f or t he poor " . Accor di ng t o t hi s pr i nci pl e, t he Chur ch i s

obl i gat ed t o di f f er ent i at e bet ween t he exper i ence of t he st r ong, r i ch and

power f ul , and t he exper i ence of t he weak, poor and di spossessed . I n t he

Canadi an case i t means anal ysi ng t he economi c cr i si s f r omt he per spect i ve of

t he vi ct i ms of t hat cr i si s - t he unempl oyed .

The phr ase " pr ef er ent i al opt i on f or t he poor " or i gi nat ed i n Lat i n Amer i ca . I t

i s associ at ed wi t h t he movement known as " Li ber at i on Theol ogy" whi ch

i dent i f i es t he l i ber at i on of t he peopl e of I sr ael f r omt hei r Egypt i an bondage as

t he most appr opr i at e met aphor t o descr i be t he most hoped- f or r eal i t y i n Lat i n

Amer i ca t oday . Chr i st i ans associ at ed wi t h t hi s movement ar e usi ng what t hey

descr i be as a " pr axi s" appr oach whi ch enabl es t hemt o di scer n t he soci al nat ur e

of si n i n t hei r communi t i es and whi ch equi ps t hemwi t h t he devel opi ng i nsi ght

necessar y t o mount an appr opr i at e and ef f ect i ve r esponse . Pr axi s r ef er s t o a new

epi st emol ogi cal and her meneut i cal appr oach whi ch seeks t o r e- uni t e

t heol ogi cal r ef l ect i on wi t h t he concr et e exper i ences of peopl e i n t hei r hi st or i cal

cont ext s . The concept of t he pr ef er ent i al opt i on f or t he poor was empl oyed i n

t he document s of t he Second Gener al Conf er ence of Lat i n Amer i can Bi shops at

Medel l i n, Col umbi a i n 1968 and r ecei ved of f i ci al sanct i on at t he Thi r d Gener al

Conf er ence at Puebl a de l os Angel es, Mexi co i n 1979 . The pr ef er ent i al opt i on

f or t he poor summar i zes t he not i on t hat t he Chr i st i an i s obl i gat ed t o r el at e t o t he

wor l d i n t he way Jesus woul d have done i n t hat speci f i c hi st or i cal si t uat i on .

Pr axi s i s def i ned by t he f act t hat Jesus ' empt i ed hi msel f t o t ake

t he f or m of a ser vant ' ( Phi l i ppi ans 2 : 7) . . .

Taki ng t he par t of t he domi nat ed i n a syst emof sl aver y, bei ng

t he poor , t he ser vant , i s t he st ar t i ng- poi nt f or Chr i st i an pr axi s,

f or Chr i st i an et hi cs . 1e

The not abl e i nf l uence of Lat i n Amer i can Chr i st i ani t y on Nor t h Amer i can

Chur ches and t he i ncr easi ng use of phr ases l i ke " Li ber at i on Theol ogy" and

wor ds l i ke " pr axi s" ( despi t e i t s di st i ngui shed and anci ent pr e- mar xi st l i neage)

have caused some peopl e t o cast asper si ons on t he f i del i t y of cont empor ar y

Chr i st i ans t o t hei r own t hei st i c t r adi t i on . 1 8a I t i s i mpor t ant t o under l i ne t he

mi sgui ded nat ur e of t hat cr i t i que . I t i s not t hat t hese peopl e have abandonned

t hei r Chr i st i ani t y f or Mar xi smbut r at her t hat t hey ar e t i l l i ng common gr ound .

As t he Geneva- based t heol ogi an Ans Van der Bent has wr i t t en,
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Chr i st i ans cannot avoi d t he r i sks of i nvol vement i n an ar ena

wher e ot her s, mar xi st s i ncl uded, have made compet i ng cl ai ms

t o of f er aut hent i c and wor kabl e sol ut i ons . 1 9

The exper i ence of t he Thi r d Wor l d Chur ch has not i nf l uenced t he Canadi an

Chur ches si mpl y by di r ect t r ansf er t hr ough per sonnel exchange, t hough t her e

has been some of t hat . Rat her , t her e have been ot her exper i ences t hat have ser ved

t o j oi n t he t wo si t uat i ons . As an exampl e, we shoul d not e how t he Mackenzi e

Val l ey Pi pel i ne I nqui r y and t he st r uggl es of t he Dene f or sel f - det er mi nat i on

have ser ved as maj or avenues of medi at i on bet ween Thi r d Wor l d anal ysi s and

t he Chur ches' Canadi an exper i ence . Thr ough t he ef f or t s of t he Chur ches t o

assi st t he Nat i ve peopl e, i ssues r el at ed t o under devel opment and dependency

have been f aced wi t h a gr eat deal mor e di sci pl i ne t han woul d ot her wi se have

been t he case . I n t he same vei n, t hr ough t he Ber gen I nqui r y, t he Dene wer e abl e

t o secur e t he f unds necessar y t o hi r e sout her n academi cs who hel ped t hem

pr epar e submi ssi ons t o t he I nqui r y . Because t he Dene hi r ed academi cs l i ke t he

pol i t i cal economi st Mel Wat ki ns ( who has been i nf l uenced hi msel f by Thi r d

Wor l d economi c debat es) , t her e has exi st ed f or t he Chur ches yet anot her

i ndi r ect sour ce of anal ysi s r egar di ng under devel opment and dependency .

Et hi cs and Dependency

The Canadi an Cat hol i c Bi shops have cr i t i ci zed t he Canadi an Gover nment ' s

economi c model and i ndust r i al vi si on on t he basi s of i t s i nver si on of t he r i ght

or der of val ues . They have al so cr i t i ci zed t he domi nant appr oach t o economi cs

on t he same basi s . By t hi s act i on t hey have put t hemsel ves i n t he company of

ot her s who ar e cr i t i cal of t he mai nst r eamposi t i ons i n economi cs, and who f eel

t hat val ues have a pl ace i n t he debat e - namel y, t he pol i t i cal economi st s .

The di st i nct i on bet ween pol i t i cal economy and economi cs ( i n spi t e of t he

ef f or t s of t hi s and ot her j our nal s) st i l l st r i kes t he ear s of some as a cur i ous and

unhel pf ul anachr oni sm. I n hi s 1974 r evi ew of t he t er m " pol i t i cal economy, "

Par esh Chat t opadhyay t r aced t he or i gi n of t he phr ase t o t he ear l y sevent eent h

cent ur y, not i ng t hat t he moder n t endency t o use t he wor d " economi cs" can be

t r aced t o t he l at e ni net eent h cent ur y wor k of Al f r ed Mar shal l . Chat t opadhyay

goes on f ur t her t o say t hat whi l e t he phr ase, pol i t i cal economy, can have sever al

di f f er ent meani ngs, " i t i s bei ng set up most l y as a st andar d of r evol t agai nst

' or t hodox' economi cs . " 2o

Let me suggest t hat si nce, i n Canada, t he t er mpol i t i cal economy i s used

over whel mi ngl y ( but not excl usi vel y) by t heor i st s of t he l ef t , i t i s an at t empt by

t hose peopl e t o di st i ngui sh t hemsel ves f r oman economi cs t hat cl ai ms f or i t sel f

t he st at us of a posi t i ve, val ue- f r ee sci ence . Sci ent i st s of t he l at t er t r adi t i on, t he

economi st s, woul d see t hemsel ves as obl i gat ed t o embr ace wi t h di spassi on a
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pol i t i cal l y neut r al posi t i on wi t h r egar d t o t hei r r esear ch . They woul d t hi nk of

val ue commi t ment s as l i abl e t o cl oud t he j udgement of t he r esear cher . Lef t -

wi ng pol i t i cal economi st s however , seek t o cl ar i f y t he i deol ogi cal di mensi on

i nher ent i n t hose posi t i ons . As such, t he wor k of pol i t i cal economy i s an at t empt

t o r ecl ai m t he f ul l ness of t he economi c debat e . One consequence of t hi s i s an

at t empt t o pr ovi de an economi c home f or t he et hi cal di mensi on of means/ ends

debat es .

The Cat hol i c Bi shops have ent er ed Canada' s pol i t i cal debat e on t he

economy t hr ough t he door mar ked " pol i t i cal economy" because t hey shar e wi t h

ot her s a di st r ust of t he val ues i nher ent i n t he domi nant economi c model and

i ndust r i al vi si on . Thi s di st r ust al l ows t he Bi shops t o cr i t i que t he f r amewor k of

val ues, ( t he i deol ogi cal di mensi on) upon whi ch t he ar gument s of t he domi nant

f or ces r est . I t al so al l ows t hemt o descr i be t he cur r ent cr i si s as a cr i si s i n t he

i nt er nat i onal syst em of capi t al i sm, si nce t hese same pr obl ems and t hese same

val ues seem pr omi nent el sewher e . Si nce t he Bi shops appear as cr i t i cs of

capi t al i sm, some woul d concl ude t hat t hey have i dent i f i ed t hemsel ves wi t h t he

Mar xi st al t er nat i ve . Thi s i mpr essi on i s f ur t her compl i cat ed by t he r el i ance of t he
Bi shops on t he wor k of Mar xi st dependency t heor i st s l i ke Sami r Ami n and

Andr e Gunder Fr ank . The Bi shops, t hough, ar e not Mar xi st s . I n t he same way

t hat t hey have ent er ed t he economi c debat e on t he basi s of t hei r et hi cs and not

t hei r economi cs, so t hey have appr opr i at ed t he anal ysi s of Andr e Gunder Fr ank

on t he basi s of hi s et hi cs, not hi s Mar xi sm. Let us consi der t he nat ur e of Fr ank' s

anal ysi s .

Fr ank i s an Amer i can t r ai ned, Ger man bor n Mar xi st pol i t i cal economi st who

made hi s r eput at i on wi t h st udi es of t he r el at i onshi p bet ween capi t al i sm and

devel opment i n Lat i n Amer i ca . I n par t i cul ar , Fr ank descr i bed t he Lat i n

Amer i can exper i ence of under devel opment as an i nt egr al par t of t he Lat i n

Amer i can exper i ence wi t h capi t al i sm. Fr ank r eached back i nt o t he cor r espondence

of ear l y Spani sh Gover nor s t o demonst r at e hi s t hesi s t hat f r om t he ear l i est

per i od t he col oni al capi t al i st syst em sucked f unds away f r omLat i n Amer i ca and

t hese mi ssi ng f unds account ed f or t he i nabi l i t y of t he peopl e t her e t o r each t he

st at e of " devel opment " . He al so descr i bed how t he demands of t he Spani sh

syst em compl et el y changed t he economi c r el at i onshi ps t hat pr evi ousl y exi st ed

i n t he count r i es of Lat i n Amer i ca . Fr ank used t he phr ase met r opol i s - sat el l i t e

t o descr i be t he economi c r el at i onshi p bet ween and wi t hi n nat i ons . Bet ween

nat i ons, t he phr ase i s used t o descr i be a r el at i onshi p t ypi cal of mer cant i l e

capi t al i sm wher e t he met r opol i s t r ades manuf act ur ed goods f or t he r aw

mat er i al s or st apl es of t he sat el l i t e . Wi t hi n nat i ons, Fr ank used t he phr ase t o

descr i be a t ypi cal l y col oni al r el at i onshi p wher eby t he st r ongest ci t i es or r egi ons

ar r ogat e t o t hemsel ves pol i t i cal and economi c power at t he expense of t he

weakest and most di st ant r egi ons .

Fr ank' s maj or cont r i but i on t hough, i s hi s descr i pt i on of devel opment and

under devel opment as t wo f aces of t he same pr ocess . For hi m, under devel opment

i s not mer el y a medi an st age bet ween no devel opment and f ul l devel opment .

I t i s a necessar y consequence of capi t al i st devel opment .
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. . . under devel opment , as di st i nct f r omundevel opment , di d

not pr e- dat e economi c devel opment ; nor di d i t spr i ng up of

i t sel f ; nor di d i t spr i ng up al l of a sudden . I t devel oped r i ght

al ong wi t h economi c devel opment - and i t i s st i l l doi ng so .

I t i s an i nt egr al par t of t he si ngl e devel opment al pr ocess on t he

pl anet dur i ng t he past f i ve cent ur i es or mor e . 21

Fr ank ar gues t hat st apl es expor t s pr ovi de mor e st i mul us t o t he economi es at t he

cent r e t han t hey do t o economi es at t he mar gi n wher e st apl es ar e pr oduced, and

f ur t her , t hat t hi s i s a necessar y consequence of an i nt er nat i onal syst embased on

t he expr opr i at i on of sur pl us val ue . For Fr ank, sur pl us val ue i s t he basi c bui l di ng

bl ock of devel opment al l i f e. When sur pl us val ue i s expr opr i at ed t hr ough

st apl es expor t , t he cent r e or met r opol i s can devel op beyond i t s nor mal capaci t y

and t he mar gi n or sat el l i t e i s per manent l y r est r i ct ed t o t he under devel oped r ol e

al l owed f or i t i n t hat r el at i onshi p .

An i mpor t ant di mensi on t o Fr ank' s r esear ch i s hi s i nsi st ence t hat

under devel opment i s not j ust a r el at i ve and quant i f i abl e st at e . He i nsi st s t hat

under devel oped does not mean j ust l ess r i ch t han f ul l y devel oped, or l ess

devel oped t han f ul l y devel oped . Rat her , he i nsi st s t hat under devel opment i s a

r el at i onal and qual i t at i ve t er m. 22 Under devel opment i s a st at e of dependency

whi ch i s br ought about i n t he sat el l i t i c count r y pr eci sel y because of t he nat ur e

of i t s r el at i onshi p wi t h t he met r opol i t an count r y . I t i s a syst emof r el at i onshi ps

r epr oduced t hr oughout t he economi c chai n .

Thi s vi ew of devel opment as a r el at i onal pr ocess i s an i mpor t ant one

because i t chal l enges not onl y t he domi nant assumpt i on t hat devel opment i s a

quant i t at i ve st at e but al so because i t i nsi st s t hat r eal devel opment cannot t ake

pl ace wi t hout conf r ont i ng t he economi c r el at i onshi ps whi ch have pr oduced t he

under devel opment . I have not ed pr evi ousl y t hat t he Canadi an Chur ches' act i ve

suppor t f or t he Dene dur i ng t he Mackenzi e Val l ey Pi pel i ne debat e was a cr uci bl e

f or t hei r under st andi ng of t he devel opment pr ocess . I nt o t he mi x went concer ns

f or r aci sm, col oni al r el at i onshi ps, economi c gr owt h, sel f - det er mi nat i on and a

pr esent day exper i ence of t he Thi r d Wor l d . One of t he r esour ces t hey wer e abl e

t o dr aw on was t he exper i ence of Cat hol i c mi ssi onar i es wi t h t he i ndi genous

peopl es of Lat i n Amer i ca . Andr e Gunder Fr ank was an obvi ous al l y i n t hat

r egar d . Pur sui ng t he phenomenon of t he r epeat i ng sat el l i t i c st r uct ur e, Fr ank

was abl e t o showhowt he Nat i ve peopl e of Lat i n Amer i ca, r at her t han havi ng had

devel opment pass t hemby, have suf f er ed t he but t - end of capi t al i st devel opment .

They have been mar gi nal i zed not because t hey occupy r emot e ar eas of t he

count r y but because t hey occupy t he f i nal hi nt er l and of t he l ast met r opol i s and

t hey t her ef or e bear t he wei ght of al l t he ot her sat el l i t es upon t hei r heads 23

I n t hi s cont ext , t he concept s of dependency and under devel opment ar e

cl osel y l i nked . Accor di ng t o t he Fr ank anal ysi s, t he same r el at i onshi p whi ch

woul d be descr i bed as dependent woul d be t he r el at i onshi p t hat causes

under devel opment .
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The Cat hol i c Bi shops ar e at t r act ed t o t hi s anal ysi s i n par t because of t he
par al l el s t hey see bet ween t he Lat i n Amer i can si t uat i on and t he Canadi an

si t uat i on . Al t hough t he Bi shops do not use t he t er m" dependency, " i t i s, i n f act ,

par t of t hei r cr i t i que . I n t hei r " Et hi cal Ref l ect i ons on t he Economi c Cr i si s, " t hey

cr i t i ci ze Canada' s pr esent model of economi c devel opment f or bei ng pr i mar i l y

' . . . f or ei gn cont r ol l ed ( or i ent i ng devel opment pr i or i t i es t o ext er nal i nt er est s) ;

and expor t or i ent ed ( pr ovi di ng r esour ces or pr oduct s f or mar ket s el sewher e
r at her t han ser vi ng basi c needs of peopl e i n t hi s count r y) . " 24 Thi s i s as cl ear a
cr i t i que of dependency as any Fr ank coul d pr ovi de . When t he Bi shops cal l f or
capi t al t o be r e- di st r i but ed t o under devel oped r egi ons and f or " sel f - r el i ant

model s of economi c devel opment , " 25 t hey ar e al so r el yi ng on an anal ysi s of

dependency . Dependency i s cl osel y l i nked t o under devel opment because i t t oo

i s a r el at i onal concept . I t descr i bes a r el at i onshi p of power and who exer ci ses i t .

Of cour se, t hat al so makes i t a pr of oundl y et hi cal concept and so i t shoul d come
as no sur pr i se t o f i nd t he Bi shops descr i bi ng an al t er nat i ve economi c vi si on t hat

" coul d pl ace pr i or i t y on . . . an equi t abl e di st r i but i on of weal t h and power among

peopl e and r egi ons . " 26

Andr e Gunder Fr ank r epr esent s onl y one at t empt t o expl ai n t he r el at i onshi p

bet ween under devel opment and dependency and not necessar i l y t he best one .
I ndeed, hi s wor k has become qui t e cont r over si al . I t i s si gni f i cant t hough, t hat
t he cont r over si al char act er of hi s anal ysi s i s essent i al l y i r r el evant t o t he

concer ns of t he Cat hol i c Bi shops . Whet her or not hi s ar gument succeeds i n

devel opi ng a f or mal t heor y of dependency, whet her or not t he i nt er nal

char act er i st i cs of under devel opment can be causal l y l i nked t o ext er nal f act or s,

and whet her or not he and hi s f ol l ower s have successf ul l y demonst r at ed t he

i nt egr at i on of col oni al economi es i nt o a si xt eent h cent ur y capi t al i st economi c

or der , t hese quest i ons ar e t angent i al t o t he concer ns of t he Canadi an Chur ches .

Fr omt he poi nt of vi ewof t he Bi shops, t he aspect s of hi s wor k t hat ar e most l i kel y

t o be cr i t i ci zed by ot her pol i t i cal economi st s, ar e t he aspect s of hi s wor k t o

whi ch t hey ar e most at t r act ed .

For e exampl e, Fr ank' s est abl i shment of t he t er ms dependency and

under devel opment i n a t aut ol ogi cal sequence so t hat a dependent r el at i onshi p,

by def i ni t i on, r esul t s i n under devel opment , i s an appr oach wi t h whi ch Chur ch

l eader s woul d have l i t t l e di f f i cul t y . I t i s i mpor t ant t o r emember i n t hat r egar d

t hat t he Chur ches t ypi cal l y concer n t hemsel ves wi t h t he devel opment of peopl es,

not economi es . They ar e concer ned wi t h economi c gr owt h onl y when gr owt h

st ands t o be a pot ent i al l y posi t i ve devel opment f or peopl e . I n t he l anguage of

t he Bi shops, dependency i s by def i ni t i on not f ul l aut onomy, and l acks t he

cr uci al ' i ngr edi ent of sel f - det er mi nat i on . I t i s t her ef or e not f ul l devel opment and

hence, peopl e ar e under - devel oped . For t hi s r eason, t he appar ent cont r adi ct i on

of r el yi ng on t he Mar xi st anal ysi s of Andr e Gunder Fr ank at t he same t i me as one

i s r el yi ng on t he capi t al i st anal ysi s of E. F . Schumacher ( as t he Bi shops do i n

t hei r 1980 st at ement " Unempl oyment : The Human Cost s" - see not es 21 & 33)

i s di ssol ved . For Schumacher , as f or t he Bi shops, economi c gr owt h i s an

i nst r ument al good r at her t han a f i nal good and so may or may not be an
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adequat e way of over comi ng under devel opment . Si mi l ar l y, whi l e i t woul d be

di f f i cul t t o i magi ne Fr ank ar gui ng t hat under devel opment coul d be over come by

anyt hi ng ot her t han gr owt h per se, i t i s a necessar y but not a suf f i ci ent

condi t i on . Ther ef or e, t he ar gument i s about whet her cer t ai n ki nds of gr owt h

coul d r eal l y sol ve t he pr obl ems at hand . Thi s et hi cal di mensi on t o Fr ank' s

concept i on of under devel opment and dependency i s what at t r act s t he at t ent i on

of t he Cat hol i c Bi shops . Conver sel y, i t i s t hi s same et hi cal di mensi on t hat

causes hi mt o be cr i t i ci zed by ot her pol i t i cal economi st s i n t he Mar xi st t r adi t i on .

Gabr i el Pal ma i s a case i n poi nt .

I n hi s 1978 r evi ew of t he dependency debat e, Pal ma i dent i f i es t he et hi cal

cont ent of t he debat e but l eaves i t unexpl or ed si nce f or hi mi t i s a weakness

r at her t han a st r engt h . I n descr i bi ng t hat school of dependency t heor i st s of

whi ch Fr ank i s such a pr omi nent member , Pal ma makes t he f ol l owi ng

obser vat i ons :

Per haps t he ot her di st i nct i ve aspect of t hi s l i ne of Lat i n

Amer i can t hought was t hat i t made a basi cal l y et hi cal di st i nct i on

bet ween ' economi c gr owt h' and ' economi c devel opment ' .

Accor di ng t o t hi s, devel opment di d not t ake pl ace when

gr owt h was accompani ed by :

( i )

	

i ncr eased i nequal i t y i n t he di st r i but i on of i t s benef i t s ;

( i i )

	

a f ai l ur e t o i ncr ease soci al wel f ar e, i n so f ar as expendi t ur e

went t o unpr oduct i ve ar eas - or even wor se t o mi l i t ar y

spendi ng - or t he pr oduct i on of unnecessar i l y r ef i ned

l uxur y consumer dur abl es ;

( i i i )

	

t he f ai l ur e t o cr eat e empl oyment oppor t uni t i es at t he
r at e of gr owt h i n popul at i on, l et al one i n ur bani zat i on ;

and

( i v) a gr owi ng l oss of nat i onal cont r ol over economi c,

pol i t i cal , soci al , and cul t ur al l i f e .

By maki ng t he di st i nct i on i n t hese t er ms, t hei r r esear ch

devel oped al ong t wo di f f er ent l i nes, one concer ned wi t h t he

obst acl es t o gr owt h ( and i n par t i cul ar t o i ndust r i al gr owt h) , t he

ot her concer ned wi t h t he per ver se char act er t aken by

devel opment . The f r agi l i t y of such a f or mul at i on consi st s i n i t s

conf usi ng a soci al i st cr i t i que of capi t al i smwi t h t he anal ysi s of

t he obst acl es of capi t al i sm i n Lat i n Amer i ca . 27

I t may wel l be t hat t her e i s a l egi t i mat e pr obl emi n so f ar as t he t heor i st s i n

quest i on have ' done what t hey ought not t o have done and not done what t hey

ought t o have done . ' That i s t o say, Fr ank may be maki ng an et hi cal di st i nct i on

t hat he does not cl ai m t o make nor car e t o make . But t he quot at i on i s used t o
i l l ust r at e t he poi nt t hat what i s f or Pal ma a " f r agi l e f or mul at i on, " i s t o t he
Bi shops sol i d et hi cal gr ound . Mor over , t he et hi cal di st i nct i on i s not j ust
pr obl emat i c f or Fr ank and hi s f ol l ower s but r at her , f or Mar xi st pol i t i cal economy
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as a whol e .

I t i s a cur i ous phenomenon t hat economi st s of t he' l ef t and t he r i ght shoul d

be equal l y suspi ci ous of t he concer n f or val ues, t hough f or di f f er ent r easons .

For economi st s i n t he mai nst r eamof capi t al i st soci et y, val ues ar e i mpedi ment s

t o r at i onal j udgement . For pol i t i cal economi st s i n t he Mar xi st t r adi t i on, val ues

ar e necessar y i deol ogi cal commi t ment s . For t he l at t er gr oup, a pol i t i cal l y

neut r al st andpoi nt i s not onl y undesi r abl e but i mpossi bl e and t her ef or e

f r audul ent when cl ai med . However , t he i deol ogi cal di mensi on l ooms so l ar ge

f or t hi s gr oup t hat al l val ue cl ai ms ar e t hought t o f ocus on t he quest i on of

i deol ogi cal choi ce . Ther ef or e, when an et hi cal di st i nct i on i s made i n t he

dependency debat e i t i s t hought t o be an unnecessar y di ver si on i nt o t he debat e

about t he mor al super i or i t y of soci al i sm. Wi t hi n t hei r own i deol ogi cal

f r amewor k, Mar xi st pol i t i cal economi st s ar e j ust as unwi l l i ng t o gr ant space t o

an et hi cal debat e . Li ke t hei r capi t al i st col l eagues, Mar xi st pol i t i cal economi st s

have a t endency t o assume t he l egi t i macy of t hei r ends i n such a way t hat al l

di scussi on about means i s r educed t o a di scussi on of t echni que .

Asi de f r omt he bi as of cont empor ar y Fi r st Wor l d economi st s t o st at i st i cal

anal ysi s, t he r eason f or t hi s suppr essi on of t he et hi cal di mensi on by pol i t i cal

economi st s of t he l ef t l i es i n a cont r adi ct i on f undament al t o Mar xi sm. Mar x' s

own wor k can be char act er i zed as a var i ant of t he nat ur al l awt r adi t i on i n et hi cs

wher eby we ought t o become who we r eal l y ar e . Eugene Kamenka summar i zed

Mar x' s, posi t i on as f ol l ows :

The pr esupposi t i on and t he t r ue end of et hi cs, of phi l osophy,

of al l human act i vi t i es, i s t he f r ee, t r ul y human man . Man i s

pot ent i al l y t he onl y subj ect i n a wor l d of obj ect s, and anyt hi ng

t hat t ur ns hi m i nt o an obj ect , subor di nat es hi m t o power s

out si de hi msel f , i s i nhuman?e

On t he ot her hand, Engel s can be f ound ar gui ng i nsi st ent l y, t he r el at i vi t y of al l

mor al s . Speci f i cal l y, he ar gued t hat mor al i deal s ar e soci al pr oduct s dependent

on t he pr act i cal r el at i ons gener at ed by cl ass posi t i on . z 9 Rat her t han spur r i ng on

a cr eat i ve debat e whi ch woul d i ncl ude some novel r ef l ect i ons on t he soci ol ogy

of mor al s, t hi s has r emai ned a t heor et i cal l y unr esol ved cont r adi ct i on . I t s

pr act i cal ef f ect i n pol i t i cal economy has been t o suppr ess t he et hi cal debat e at

t he l evel of means si nce t he onl y pl ace wher e et hi cs has a cl ear use i s at t he

i deol ogi cal di vi de wher e one mi ght debat e t he mor al super i or i t y of soci al i sm.

But t hi s r eal l y amount s t o a col l apse of et hi cal concer n i nt o an i deol ogi cal j oust

whi ch i s deci ded, i n any event , not by ar gument but by conver si on . Wi t hi n t he

Mar xi st t r adi t i on of pol i t i cal economy, an et hi cal appr oach t o i ssues of

economi c devel opment i s st i l l r ul ed out of cour t .

The Cat hol i c Bi shops have j oi ned wi t h pol i t i cal economy i n or der t o pr ovi de

a cr i t i que of t he val ues i nher ent i n t he economi c model bei ng pr omot ed by t he

pr esent Gover nment . Et hi cs i s t hei r key t o t he door of t hi s debat e . Et hi cs i s al so

t he cont ent t hat at t r act s t hemt o t he r esear ch and wor k of Andr e Gunder Fr ank

162
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Si nce Fr ank' s et hi cal cont ent i s pr eci sel y t hat aspect of hi s wor k t hat i s l east

val ued by ot her pol i t i cal economi st s i n t he mar xi st t r adi t i on, we can see t hat t he

et hi cal r ef l ect i ons of t he Cat hol i c Bi shops r epr esent not onl y an over t cr i t i que of

mai nst r eameconomi c t heor y but al so an i mpl i ci t cr i t i que of mar xi st pol i t i cal

economy . I n bot h cases t he means of devel opment ar e eval uat ed by st r i ct l y

' economi c' st andar ds . The best means of achi evi ng ends assumed t o be

appr opr i at e ar e j udged by t hei r pr act i cal ef f i ci ency . Fr om t he Bi shops'

per spect i ve, t he et hi c of means has become a st r ai ght cal cul at i on of ut i l i t y .

At i t s nar r owest , t he et hi cal di mensi on of i nst r ument al i t y has been deni ed .

The Bi shops have unl ocked t he debat e about means i n t he same manner i n

whi ch t hey have r enewed t he debat e about ends . I n seeki ng t o move beyond t he

di st or t i ng comf or t of i nst r ument al r eason, t hey have pr oduced a cr i t i que whi ch

can act l i ke a t wo- edged swor d wi t h i mpl i cat i ons f or bot h economi cs and

pol i t i cal economy .

Thi s i s par t i cul ar l y i nt er est i ng gi ven t he uni ver sal wel come t he et hi cal

r ef l ect i ons of t he Bi shops wer e gi ven by cr i t i cs on t he l ef t . To t hei r sur pr i se

t hough, i t may t ur n out t hat t hey have gr asped a r ose whi ch comes wi t h t hor ns

at t ached . As t he Cat hol i c Bi shops cont i nue t o deepen t hei r anal ysi s, and ot her

Chur ches seek t o r espond t o t hose speci f i c i ni t i at i ves, we can expect t hemt o

r el y l ess on t he r esour ces of Thi r d Wor l d t heor i st s and mor e so on t he wor k of

Canadi an t heor i st s . The gr oup t hat woul d seem most amenabl e t o such an

appr opr i at i on woul d be t hat gr oup known by t he phr ase, t he " New Pol i t i cal

Economy . " 30 Thi s par t i cul ar gr oup i s l i kel y t o be at t r act i ve t o t he Chur ches

because t hr ough peopl e l i ke Mel Wat ki ns, t he et hi cal cont ent of Fr ank has been

mar r i ed t o t he nat i onal i st and non- mar xi st schol ar shi p of Har ol d I nni s . I n t he

cour se of t hat mar r i age t he " st apl es t hesi s" of Har ol d I nni s has been

t r ansf or med f r oma t heor y of economi c gr owt h i nt o a t heor y of subor di nat i on

and dependency . That t r ansf or mat i on wi l l pr ovi de a f i r m f oundat i on f or an

et hi cal debat e about t he mer i t s of st apl es expor t s as a vehi cl e f or Canadi an

devel opment . The cr i t i ci sm of t he mega- pr oj ect s by t he Bi shops31 ( as pr ovi di ng

f or economi c gr owt h but not devel opment ) al r eady r epr esent s t hat posi t i on i n

essence . That i s especi al l y so i f one r ecal l s t he i mpor t ance f or t he Chur ches of

t he Mackenzi e Val l ey Pi pel i ne debat e, and t he par al l el ar gument advanced by

Wat ki ns at t hat t i me on behal f of t he Dene .

On t he ot her hand, t he Chur ches wi l l be r el yi ng on peopl e l i ke Wat ki ns on

t he basi s of t he et hi cal cont ent t o t hei r schol ar shi p and i n spi t e of t hei r mar xi sm.

Thi s i s l i kel y t o pr ovoke at t acks f r om t hose t o t he l ef t of Wat ki ns who ar e

concer ned t o di st i ngui sh " t r ue" ( or t hodox) mar xi sm f r om " f al se" ( her et i cal )

mar xi sm( f or an exampl e of t hi s ki nd of r easoni ng, see Davi d McNal l y' s cr i t i que

of Wat ki ns et al . i n St udi es i n Pol i t i cal Economy:: A Soci al i st Revi ew, Aut umn, 1981) .

Of cour se, gi ven t he t enor of I an Par ker ' s cr i t i que of MacNal l y3z, i t i s di f f i cul t t o

knowt o whomt he t hor ns on t he r ose wi l l do mor e damage . St i l l , i t woul d be one

of hi st or y' s mor e i r oni c moment s i f i n t he f i nal decades of t he t went i et h cent ur y,

i t i s t he Canadi an Chur ches who ar e hel pi ng t o uni t e di spar at e f or ces i n t he

st r uggl e t o r eal i ze a r i ght or der of soci al r el at i ons, and i t i s t he mar xi st l ef t whi ch



i s condemned t o t he t oi l of Si syphus, st r uggl i ng wi t h t he r ock of dogmat i c bel i ef .

The i r ony woul d st em, i n par t , f r om t he bl eak hi st or y of t he Chur ches i n

act i ng as agent s of soci al t r ansf or mat i on . Mar xi st s, mor eover , have pr ovi ded

some of t he most t r enchant cr i t i ques of eccl esi ast i cal col l usi on wi t h el i t es . But

t he hi st or y i s not uni ver sal l y dar k . Ther e ar e many pat t er ns of r el at i on bet ween

Chur ch and soci et y whi ch have had di f f er ent r esul t s r egar di ng soci al change 33

The pat t er n i n t he t went i et h cent ur y i s as var i ed as t he di f f er ence bet ween t he

r eact i on of t he Cat hol i c Chur ch i n Chi na t o t he r evol ut i on of Mao Zedong ( act i ve

r esi st ance) and t he r eact i on of t he Cat hol i c Chur ch i n Ni car agua t o t he

r evol ut i on of t he Sandi ni st as ( act i ve suppor t ) . What r ol e mi ght be bot h avai l abl e

and pr oper t o t he Canadi an Chur ches ( Cat hol i c and Pr ot est ant ) i s not cl ear and

mer i t s debat e . The hi st or y mer el y i ndi cat es t hat i t cannot be pr e- det er mi ned .
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