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Ethnocentrism in the Low Countries: a comparative 

perspective

J a a k  B il l ie t ,  R o b  E i s i n g a  a n d  P e e r  S c h e e p e r s

A b s t r a c t  TJiis s t u d y  e x p lo re s  d i f fe re n c e s  o f  e th n o c e n t r i s m  a n d  re la ted  p h e n o m e n a  in  

T h e  N e th e r la n d s  a n d  F la n d ers  on  th e  basis  o f  tw o  c o m p a ra b le  s u r v e y s  c o n d u c te d  in  1 9 9 0  

a n d  1991 . T h e  e x p la n a to r y  m o d e ls  d e r iv e d  f r o m  th eo r ies  o f  e th n o c e n t r i s m  are la rg e ly  

c o n f irm e d .  P eop le  in F la n d e rs  s u b s c r ib e  m o re  s t r o n g l y  to bo th  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  e th n o c e n 

t r i s m  (i.e. to  a n  u n fa v o u r a b le  a t t i t u d e  to w a r d s  o u t - g r o u p s  a n d  to a fa v o u ra b le  a t t i t u d e  

to w a r d s  th e  in -g r o u p )  as w e l l  as to a n u m b e r  o f  i ts  p re d ic to r s  s u c h  as a u th o r i t a r ia n i s m , 

a n o m ie ,  a n d  soc ia l c u l tu r a l  lo ca lism . T h e  in te r p r e ta t io n s  o f  th ese  f i n d in g s  in v o lv e  

h is to r ic a l  p ro c e s se s , in te r g r o u p  te n s io n s ,  e c o n o m ic  f l u c tu a t io n s ,  a n d  th e  o r g a n is a t io n a l  

e m b e d d e d n e s s  o f  r i g h t - w i n g  e x t r e m i s m  in  T h e  N e th e r la n d s  a n d  in F landers .

R i g h t - w i n g  e x t r e m i s m  is a p h e n o m e n o n  th a t  h a s  r e a r e d  its  h e a d  o c c a s io n a l ly  

t h r o u g h o u t  h i s t o r y  in  v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r y .  W i th  th e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  

th e  1 9 3 0 -1 9 4 5  p e r i o d ,  th e  s u p p o r t  g i v e n  to  th i s  p o l i t i c a l  p h e n o m e n o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  

h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  r e l a t i v e ly  m a r g i n a l .  T h e  h o r r i b l e  e v e n t s  o f  th is  p e r i o d  h a v e  

a l w a y s  b e e n  i n v o k e d  in  o r d e r  to  c o n t a i n  th e  t h r e a t e n i n g  d a n g e r  o f  r i g h t - w i n g  

e x t r e m i s m .  U p  to  a f e w  y e a r s  a g o ,  th e s e  w a r n i n g s  w e r e  s u c c e s s f u l  in  a l m o s t  th e  

w h o l e  o f  E u r o p e .  In  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  e x t r e m e  r i g h t - w i n g  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a n d  

p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  t h a t  p r o p a g a t e d  th e  r e l a t e d  b o d y  o f  i d e a s  r e c e i v e d  o n ly  l i t t le  

s u p p o r t  (V a n  D o n s e l a a r  a n d  V a n  P r a a g  1983; V a n  D o n s e l a a r  1991; S c h e e p e r s  et 

al. 1993). In  s o m e  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s  h o w e v e r ,  th e  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  c h a n g e d .  

B e lg iu m  is o n e .  T h i s  b e c a m e  p a i n f u l l y  o b v i o u s  w i t h  th e  e n o r m o u s  e le c to ra l  g a in  

o f  th e  V la a m s  B lo k  in  th e  n a t i o n a l  e l e c t io n s  o f  N o v e m b e r  1991 (10.3 p e r  c e n t  o f  

th e  o v e r a l l  v o t e  in  F l a n d e r s )  a n d  th e  s t a b i l i s a t i o n  o f  its e le c to ra l  s u p p o r t  in  

E u r o p e a n  e le c t io n s  o f  J u n e  1994 a n d  in  th e  n a t i o n a l  e l e c t io n s  o f  M a y  1995.

I m m e d i a t e l y  in  th e  w a k e  o f  th e  V la a m s  B lo k 's  e l e c to r a l  g a in ,  p o l i t i c i a n s  a n d  

c o m m e n t a t o r s  s o u g h t  to  i d e n t i f y  e l e m e n t s  i n  th e  b o d y  o f  i d e a s  o f  th is  p o l i t ic a l  

p a r t y  in  o r d e r  to  u n d e r s t a n d  its  a t t r a c t i o n . 1 P r e l i m i n a r y  a n a l y s i s  h a d  s h o w n  th a t  

e t h n o c e n t r i s m  h a d  b e e n  th e  p r i m a r y  m o t i v e  fo r  v o t i n g  fo r  th e  V la a m s  B lok  in  th e  

E u r o p e a n  P a r l i a m e n t  e l e c t io n  in  J u n e  1989 (D e  W i t t e  1992). T h i s  w a s  c o n f i r m e d  

b y  s u b s e q u e n t  r e s e a r c h  (B ill ie t  e t al. 1992; B illie t a n d  D e  W i t t e  1995), w h i c h  

s h o w e d  t h a t  a g o o d  h a l f  o f  th e  p e o p l e  w h o  h a d  v o t e d  fo r  th e  V la a m s  B lok  

m e n t i o n e d  th e  i m m i g r a n t  t h e m e  a s  a p r i m a r y  m o t i v e  fo r  t h e i r  v o t i n g  b e h a v i o u r .

T h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  w i l l  f irs t  e x a m i n e  th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s

J a a k  B illie t ,  R o b  E i s in g a  a n d  P e e r  S c h e e p e r s  a r e  r e s p e c t i v e l y  P r o f e s s o r  in  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S o c io lo g y  

a t  t h e  C a t h o l i c  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L e u v e n  ( B e lg iu m ) ,  a n d  p r o m o t e r  o f  th e  I n t e r - U n i v e r s i t y  C e n t r e  fo r  P o l i t ic a l  

O p i n i o n  R e s e a r c h ;  A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  in  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S o c ia l  S c ie n c e  R e s e a r c h  M e t h o d s  a t  t h e  

C a t h o l i c  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N i j m e g e n ,  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ;  a n d  A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  in  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

S o c io lo g y  a t  t h e  C a t h o l i c  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N i j m e g e n ,  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  a n d  p a r t - t i m e  p r o f e s s o r  o f  ra c ia l  

p r e j u d i c e  a t  t h e  s a m e  u n i v e r s i t y .
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a n d  F l a n d e r s  a s  r e g a r d s  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  e t h n o c e n t r i s m .  A n  a t t e m p t  w i l l  t h e n  b e  

m a d e  to  d e t e r m i n e  th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  th e  e x p la n a t io n  o f  e t h n o c e n t r i s m  in  

th e s e  t w o  s e t t in g s .

Ethnocentrism: concepts and theory

T h e  p h e n o m e n o n  o f  e t h n o c e n t r i s m  w a s  in i t i a l ly  d e s c r i b e d  b y  S u m n e r  (1906) 

r a t h e r  r u d i m e n t a r i l y .  A  fe w  d e c a d e s  la te r ,  A d o r n o  e t  al. ( 1 9 5 0 /1 9 8 2 )  a n d  t h e n  

L e v in e  a n d  C a m p b e l l  (1972) c o n t r i b u t e d  s ig n i f i c a n t ly  to  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  

c o n c e p t ,  w h i l e  T a jfe l  (1981, 1982a, b) e x p o s e d  th e  m e n t a l  m e c h a n i s m s  t h a t  l e a d  

to  e t h n o c e n t r i s m .  It w a s  a s s u m e d  t h a t  e t h n o c e n t r i s m  w o u l d  r e s u l t  f r o m  t w o  

m e n t a l  m e c h a n i s m s :  so c ia l  i d e n t i f i c a t io n  a n d  so c ia l  c o n t r a - i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  S oc ia l  

i d e n t i f i c a t io n  w a s  d e f i n e d  a s  th e  s e le c t iv e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  p o s i t i v e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e  i n - g r o u p ,  w h i l e  so c ia l  c o n t r a - i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w a s  d e f i n e d  a s  

th e  s e le c t iv e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  n e g a t i v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  o u t - g r o u p s .  

B o th  m e c h a n i s m s  w o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  to  th e  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  a n d / o r  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  

a p o s i t i v e  so c ia l  i d e n t i t y .  T h e s e  th e o r e t i c a l  i d e a s  w e r e  o p e r a t i o n a l i s e d  b y  E is in g a  

a n d  S c h e e p e r s  (1989). T e s t s  c o n f i r m e d  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  e x p e c t e d  s t r u c t u r e  o f  

th e  e t h n o c e n t r i c  b o d y  o f  i d e a s  i n  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a n d  B e lg iu m .

E t h n o c e n t r i s m  a p p e a r e d  to  c o n s i s t  o f  t w o  c o m p o n e n t s :  a p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  

t o w a r d  o n e ' s  o w n  so c ia l  g r o u p  a n d  a n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  o t h e r  e t h n i c  

g r o u p s ,  e v e n  th o s e  g r o u p s  w i t h  w h i c h  th e r e  is v e r y  l i t t le  c h a n c e  t h a t  o n e  h a s  

e v e r  h a d  c o n ta c t .  B o th  c o m p o n e n t s  c o n t a i n  p r e ju d ic e s :  p o s i t i v e  p r e j u d i c e s  a b o u t  

th e  i n - g r o u p  a n d  n e g a t i v e  p r e j u d i c e s  a b o u t  o t h e r  e t h n i c  g r o u p s .  T h e s e  t w o  

c o m p o n e n t s  a r e  v e r y  c lo s e ly  r e l a t e d  b o t h  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  ( P e a r s o n  r: 0 .57, cf. 

E is in g a  a n d  S c h e e p e r s  1989) a n d  in  th e  B e lg ia n  r e g i o n s  ( K e n d a l l  r ' s  b e t w e e n  0.46 

a n d  0.57, cf. B illie t e t  al. 1990).

T o  e x p la in  th is  p h e n o m e n o n ,  a n u m b e r  o f  t h e o r i e s  h a v e  b e e n  p r o p o s e d  to  

e x p la in  th is  p h e n o m e n o n .  T h e s e  w e r e  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  t e s t e d  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  

a n d  in  B e lg iu m ,  a s  w e l l  a s  in  S o u t h  A f r i c a .2 S o m e  o f  th e  t h e o r i e s  w e r e  a t  l e a s t  

p a r t i a l l y  d i s p r o v e n ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  s t o o d  th e i r  g r o u n d .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i b e s  

th e s e  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  f r o m  w h i c h  p r e d i c t o r s  h a v e  b e e n  d e r i v e d  t h a t  

a p p e a r e d  to  c o n t r i b u t e  s ig n i f i c a n t ly  to  th e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  e t h n o c e n t r i s m .

P re d ic to rs  o f  e th n o c e n t r i s m

P r e v i o u s  s t u d i e s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a u th o r i ta r ia n i s m  is d e t e r m i n a t i v e  fo r  b o t h  a s p e c t s  

o f  e t h n o c e n t r i s m .  A u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m ,  c o n s i d e r e d  to  b e  a p e r s o n a l i t y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ,  

r e f e r s  to  a c l u s t e r  o f  n i n e  s o - c a l l e d  s u b - s y n d r o m e s  ( A d o r n o  et al. 1 9 5 0 /1 9 8 2 )  o f  

w h i c h  c o n v e n t i o n a l i s m ,  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  s u b m i s s i o n ,  a n d  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  a g g r e s s i o n  

m a y  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  c ru c ia l .  T h e  la s t  t w o  o f  t h e s e  s u b - s y n d r o m e s  w o u l d  b e  

r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  t h e  t e n d e n c y  o f  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  p e o p l e  to  i d e n t i f y  s t r o n g l y  s o c ia l ly  

w i t h  t h e i r  o w n  g r o u p  a n d  a l s o  to  c o n t r a - i d e n t i f y  s o c ia l ly  w i t h  o t h e r  so c ia l  o r  

e t h n i c  g r o u p s .  P r e v i o u s  s t u d i e s  h a v e  s h o w n  t h a t  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m  is n o t  i n d e 

p e n d e n t  o f  t h e  socia l c lass  to  w h i c h  p e o p l e  b e lo n g :  s e l f - e m p l o y e d  p e o p le ,  in  

p a r t i c u l a r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  w o r k e r s  a r e  p r o n e  to  th is  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  e v e n  w h e n  th e  

i m p a c t  o f  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  p r e d i c t o r s  is d i s c o u n t e d .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  it h a s  t u r n e d  o u t  

t h a t  age  a n d  e d u c a t io n  a l s o  a f fe c t  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m :  a s  o n e  g e t s  o ld e r ,  a u t h o r i t a r 

i a n i s m  in c r e a s e s ,  w h e r e a s  a h i g h  le v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  r e d u c e s  it.

A n o m i e ,  to o ,  a p p e a r e d  to  c o n t r i b u t e  to  th e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  e t h n o c e n t r i s m .  T h is

402 /. B il l ie t , R . E is in g a  a n d  P. S c h e e p e rs



E t h n o c e n t r i s m  in  th e  L o w  C o u n t r i e s  403

c o n c e p t ,  o r i g i n a l l y  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  D u r k h e i m  (1 8 9 3 /1 9 7 8 ,  1 8 9 7 /1 9 6 7 ) ,  w a s  

a d o p t e d  b y  S ro le  (1956) w h o  c o n c e i v e d  a n o m i e  a s  a s i t u a t i o n  o f  s o c ia l  d i s o r i e n 

t a t io n ,  m o r a l  d e r e g u l a t i o n ,  a n d  d e f e c t iv e  i d e n t i f i c a t io n .  F r o m  s u c h  a s i t u a t i o n ,  

th e  i n d i v i d u a l  w o u l d  s e a r c h  fo r  so c ia l  a n d  m o r a l  p o i n t s  o f  d e p a r t u r e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  w o u l d  i d e n t i f y  m o r e  s t r o n g l y  w i t h ,  fo r  e x a m p l e ,  th e  s o c ia l  g r o u p  

o f  w h i c h  h e  o r  s h e  c o n s i d e r s  h i m -  o r  h e r s e l f  a m e m b e r .  T h i s  m a y  b e  a c 

c o m p a n i e d  b y  s o c ia l  c o n t r a - i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to  o t h e r  so c ia l  g r o u p s  o f  

w h i c h  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  d o e s  n o t  c o n s i d e r  h i m -  o r  h e r s e l f  a m e m b e r .  In  th i s  r e g a r d ,  

i t  h a s  b e e n  n o t e d  p r e v i o u s l y  t h a t  a n o m i e  o c c u r s  m o r e  s t r o n g l y  in  c e r t a i n  so c ia l  

c la s s e s  t h a n  in  o th e r s ,  w h i l e  t h e  le v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a l s o  a p p e a r e d  to  r e d u c e  th e  

d e g r e e  o f  a n o m i e .

In  th e  f ie ld  o f  t h e  s o c i o lo g y  o f  r e l ig io n ,  it h a s  l o n g  b e e n  a s s u m e d  t h a t  th e  

C h r i s t i a n  fa i th ,  w i t h  i ts  e m p h a s i s  o n  ' l o v e  t h y  n e i g h b o u r ' ,  w o u l d  s t i m u l a t e  its  

a d h e r e n t s  to  a d o p t  a t o l e r a n t  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  o t h e r  so c ia l  a n d  r e l i g io u s  g r o u p s .  

W h e n  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  b o d y  o f  e m p i r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  s h o w e d  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n  b e l i e v e r s  

w e r e  a c t u a l l y  m o r e  i n t o l e r a n t  t o w a r d  all k i n d s  o f  o t h e r  g r o u p s ,  th e  c o n f u s i o n  

w a s  g r e a t ,  a n d  a d i l i g e n t  s e a r c h  w a s  l a u n c h e d  fo r  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  th i s  p h e n o m 

e n o n .  T h i s  r e s u l t e d  in  a ll  k i n d s  o f  q u a l i f i c a t io n s .  T h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  o f  t h e m  

w a s  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n s  c a n n o t  b e  l u m p e d  in  o n e  g r o u p :  a d i s t i n c t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  

m a d e  in  f u n c t io n  o f  th e  d e g r e e  in  w h i c h  p e o p l e  w e r e  i n v o l v e d  in  e c c le s ia s t ic a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  in  c a su ,  c h u r c h  i n v o l v e m e n t  (E is in g a  et al. 1990b; B ill ie t  1995).

In  a d d i t i o n ,  it w a s  o f t e n  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n s  a r e  n o t  m o v e d  to  i n t o l e r 

a n c e  b y  th e i r  f a i th  a s  s u c h  b u t  t h a t  o t h e r  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s ,  s u c h  a s  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m  

a n d  a n o m i e ,  w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  C h r i s t i a n  in t o l e r a n c e .  In  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  m a n y  

t h e o r e t i c i a n s  s u p p o s e d  t h a t  th e  c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  C h r i s t i a n  fa i th  a n d  a s p e c t s  o f  

e t h n o c e n t r i s m  w a s  s p u r i o u s .  A n  e x p l i c i t  t h e o r y  w a s  p u t  f o r w a r d  b y  R o o f  (1974). 

H e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n s  w o u l d  b e  i n t o l e r a n t  o f  o t h e r  so c ia l  g r o u p s  b e c a u s e  

t h e y  a r e  s t r o n g l y  o r i e n t e d  to  t h e i r  lo ca l  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  w o u l d  h a v e  ' lo c a l i s t i c '  

a t t i t u d e s .  W i t h i n  th e  lo ca l  c o m m u n i t y ,  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  s o l i 

d a r i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  a c o n s e n s u s  a b o u t  v a l u e s  a n d  n o r m s .  O n e  w o u l d  b e  i n t o l e r a n t  

o f  p e o p l e  f r o m  o t h e r  s o c ia l  g r o u p s  w h o  w o u l d  w a n t  to  p e n e t r a t e  t h e  t i g h t  loca l  

n e t w o r k  o r  w h o  w o u l d  q u e s t i o n  th e  e x i s t i n g  v a l u e s  a n d  n o r m s .  T h e s e  th e o r e t i c a l  

i d e a s  w e r e  s p e c i f i e d  b y  L e h m a n  (1986), w h o  t h o u g h t  t h a t  th e  o r i e n t a t i o n  to  t h e  

lo ca l  c o m m u n i t y  in  g e n e r a l  h a d  to  b e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m  th e  o r i e n t a t i o n  to  th e  

s p e c i f ic  lo ca l  c o m m u n i t y ,  in  th i s  c a se ,  th e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  in  w h i c h  o n e  l ives .  H e  

c a l le d  th e  f o r m e r  o r i e n t a t i o n  c u l t u r a l  lo c a l i s m  a n d  th e  l a t t e r  s o c ia l  lo c a l i s m .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  L e h m a n ,  to o ,  a s s u m e d  t h a t  b o t h  o r i e n t a t i o n s  w o u l d  g iv e  r is e  to  a 

so c ia l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  n a t i o n a l  i n - g r o u p  a n d  a t  th e  s a m e  t i m e  to  so c ia l  

c o n t r a - i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  s o c ia l  g r o u p s .  T h i s  o r i e n t a t i o n  to  th e  lo ca l  

c o m m u n i t y  w o u l d  b e  fe d  p r i m a r i l y  b y  a r e s t r i c t e d  ' b r e a d t h  o f  p e r s p e c t i v e ' ,  

w h i c h  w o u l d  r e s u l t  f r o m  a l i m i t e d  a m o u n t  o f  e d u c a t i o n .

T h e o re t ica l  m o d e l

T h e  a b o v e  p r o v i d e s  a n  o u t l i n e  o f  th e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  f i n d i n g s  o f  p r e v i o u s  D u tc h  

a n d  B e lg ia n  s tu d i e s .  T h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  c o m b i n e s  t h e s e  f i n d i n g s  w i t h  th e  a i m  o f  

c o m p a r i n g  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a n d  F l a n d e r s  a s  r e g a r d s  e t h n o c e n t r i s m  a n d  its  

i m p o r t a n t  p r e d i c t o r s .  T h i s  s y n t h e s i s  is r e f le c te d  in  th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  m o d e l  in  

F ig u r e  1.

T h e  r a t i o n a l e  o f  th i s  m o d e l  is, b r ie f ly ,  t h a t  th e  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  so c ia l
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F i g u r e  1. T h eo re tica l  m o d e l  fo r  th e  e x p la n a t io n  o f  e th n o c e n t r i s m

p o s i t i o n s  a n d  b o t h  a s p e c t s  o f  e t h n o c e n t r i s m  a r e  m e d i a t e d  b y  c e r t a in  d i s p o s i 

t io n s ,  i.e. a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  i n s t i g a t e  so c ia l  i d e n t i f i c a t io n  a n d  so c ia l  c o n t r a -  

id e n t i f i c a t io n  in  th e  s u b je c t s  c o n c e r n e d .  T h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e s e  m e n t a l  p r o c e s s e s  

c o n s i s t s  o f  e t h n o c e n t r i s m  (cf. E i s in g a  a n d  S c h e e p e r s  1989; B ill ie t  e t al. 1990).

Data

S a m p le s

In  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1 9 8 5 /8 6 ,  a s a m p l e  (n  =  1 ,799) in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  w a s  q u e s 

t i o n e d  a b o u t  e t h n o c e n t r i s m  a n d  r e l a t e d  o p i n i o n s .  T h i s  s u r v e y  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  a s  

p a r t  o f  th e  p r o je c t  o n  'S o c io - c u l tu r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ' .  T h e  

s a m p l e  w a s  f o r m e d  b y  m e a n s  o f  a t w o - s t a g e  r a n d o m  p r o c e d u r e  a n d  w a s  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  fo r  t h e  D u t c h  p o p u l a t i o n  (cf. F e l l in g  e t al. 1987). T h e s e  s u b je c t s  

w e r e  t h e n  a s k e d  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a s e c o n d  i n t e r v i e w .  A  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  

w h o  w e r e  w i l l i n g  to  c o l l a b o r a t e  w e r e  a g a i n  i n t e r v i e w e d  in  th e  w i n t e r  o f  

1 9 9 0 -1 9 9 1  w i t h  th e  s a m e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  (n  =  350). T h e s e  p a n e l  r e s p o n d e n t s  -  all 

a u t o c h t h o n o u s  D u t c h  -  d i d  n o t  d i f f e r  f r o m  th e  o r ig i n a l  s a m p l e  a s  r e g a r d s  th e  

c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  sex ,  m a r i t a l  s t a tu s ,  a n d  a g e  (cf. F e l l in g  e t  al. 

1992).

T h e  s a m p l e  o f  a u t o c h t h o n o u s  F l e m in g s  (n  =  664) w a s  f o r m e d  b y  m e a n s  o f  a 

s i m i l a r  t w o - s t a g e  r a n d o m  p r o c e d u r e .  It a l s o  t u r n e d  o u t  to  b e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  (cf. 

B illie t  e t al. 1990). A  n u m b e r  o f  i t e m s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  to  th i s  s a m p l e  t h a t  w e r e  

c o m p a r a b l e  to  t h e  D u t c h  s a m p l e .  In  o r d e r  to  e x p a n d  a c o m p a r i s o n  b e t w e e n  T h e  

N e t h e r l a n d s  a n d  F l a n d e r s ,  t h e s e  F l e m in g s  w e r e  a g a i n  a p p r o a c h e d  in  t h e  s p r i n g  

o f  1991. T h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  w h o  w e r e  a g a i n  p r e p a r e d  to  fill in  th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  

(// =  444) d i d  n o t  d i f f e r  f r o m  th e  o r ig in a l  s a m p l e  a s  r e g a r d s  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  

a g e ,  sex ,  a n d  e d u c a t i o n .  .

D a ta  co llec tio n  a n d  m e a s u r e m e n t

T h e  D u t c h  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a n  o ra l  a n d  a w r i t t e n  p a r t .  T h e  i n t e r v i e w 

e r s  w e r e  i n s t r u c t e d  to  a c t  a s  d i s c r e t e ly  a s  p o s s ib l e  to  e n a b l e  th e  r e s p o n d e n t s  to



E t h n o c e n t r i s m  in  th e  L o w  C o u n t r i e s  405

e x p r e s s  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  f re e ly .  T h e  F le m is h  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w a s  m a i l e d  to  th e  

r e s p o n d e n t s .  D i l l m a n ' s  T o t a l  D e s ig n  M e t h o d '  (1978) w a s  a p p l i e d  s t r ic t ly .  T h e  

r e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  a s k e d  to  fill in  t h e  e n t i r e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  a n d  r e t u r n  it .3

T h e  m e a s u r e m e n t  i n s t r u m e n t s  w e r e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  th e  o r ig i n a l  s t u d i e s  (cf. 

F e l l in g  e t al. 1987, 1992). T h e  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  th e  i t e m s  w a s  s l i g h t ly  a d a p t e d  in  

F l a n d e r s  in  a n u m b e r  o f  c a s e s  in  o r d e r  to  p h r a s e  t h e m  m o r e  s i m p l y  w i t h o u t  

l o s in g  th e i r  o r i g in a l  s e m a n t i c  m e a n i n g  a n d  to  b e  a b le  to  a s s u m e  th e  s a m e  

s e m a n t i c  c o n t e n t  in  F l a n d e r s  a s  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s .

S in c e  all t h e  i t e m s  a n d  th e  m e a s u r e m e n t  s c a le s  c o n s t r u c t e d  o n  th is  b a s i s  h a v e  

a l r e a d y  b e e n  ju s t i f i e d  a n d  d o c u m e n t e d  in  d e t a i l  in  p r e v i o u s  s t u d i e s ,  a b r i e f  

d e s c r i p t i o n  w i l l  s u f f ic e  h e r e .  In  o r d e r  to  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  th e  i t e m s  w e r e  

s u f f ic ie n t ly  i n d i c a t i v e  fo r  t h e  l a t e n t  c o n c e p t  t h e y  w e r e  i n t e n d e d  to  m e a s u r e ,  all 

o f  t h e m  w e r e  s u b je c t  to  p r i n c i p a l - f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  b o t h  fo r  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a n d  

fo r  F l a n d e r s .  T h e s e  f a c to r  a n a l y s e s  s h o w e d  t h a t  th e  i t e m s  w i t h o u t  a n y  e x c e p t i o n  

w e r e  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t s  c o n c e r n e d .  T h e  r e l i a b i l i ty  o f  th e  m e a s u r e m e n t  

s c a le s  w a s  e v a l u a t e d  b y  C r o n b a c h ' s  a  w h i c h  w a s  s u f f ic ie n t  in  a ll  c a s e s  a n d  

s o m e t i m e s  e x c e l le n t .

T h e  o u t - g r o u p  s c a le  (y =  0 .81) w a s  b a s e d  o n  f ive  n e g a t i v e l y  w o r d e d  s t a t e m e n t s  

( s t e r e o ty p e s )  a b o u t  M o r o c c a n s ,  T u r k s ,  a n d  J e w s .  F iv e  i t e m s  e x p r e s s i n g  a p o s i t i v e  

o r i e n t a t i o n  t o w a r d s  o n e ' s  o w n  p e o p l e  ( p r o u d  a n d  p o s i t i v e  s t e r e o t y p e s  a n d  

fe e l in g s )  f o r m e d  th e  in - g r o u p  s c a le  (y  =  0 .69). T h e  a n o m ie  s c a le  (y  =  0 .70) w a s  

m e a s u r e d  b y  th r e e  i t e m s  r e f l e c t in g  f e e l in g s  o f  f a t a l i s m ,  d i s t r u s t  o f  th e  g o v e r n 

m e n t ,  a n d  i s o la t io n .  T h e  f iv e - i t e m  a u th o r i ta r ia n i s m  s c a le  (y  =  0.74) c o n t a i n e d  

i t e m s  a b o u t  th e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  a u t h o r i t y ,  a d h e r e n c e  to  c o n v e n t i o n a l  n o r m s ,  

c o n f o r m i s t  id e a s ,  a n d  th e  r e p r e s s i o n  o f  n o r m  v io la to r s .  T h e  C h r is t ia n  fa i th  

o r i e n t a t i o n  (a  =  0 .92) w a s  m e a s u r e d  b y  m e a n s  o f  f ive  s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  p l a c e  all 

th e  m e a n i n g  o f  life  a n d  d e a t h  in  th e  h a n d s  o f  G o d .  T h e  f o u r  i t e m s  c u l tu ra l- lo c a l-  

i sm  s c a le  (y  =  0 .64) r e p r e s e n t e d  th e  v a l u e  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  a t t a c h e d  to  loca l  n e w s ,  

loca l  n e w s p a p e r s ,  a n d  th e  lo ca l  c o m m u n i t y  in  g e n e r a l .  F o u r  i t e m s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  

f e e l in g s  a b o u t  t h e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  a n d  th e  p e o p l e  l iv in g  th e r e  f o r m e d  th e  

so c ia l- lo ca lism  s c a le  (y  =  0.76).

S o m e  o f  th e  so c ia l  p o s i t i o n s  c o n s i d e r e d  r e l e v a n t  w e r e  d e t e r m i n e d  id e n t i c a l ly  

fo r  b o t h  s a m p le s :  a g e  a n d  c h u r c h  i n v o l v e m e n t  (cf. F e l l in g  e t  al. 1987, 1992). T h e  

d i v i s i o n  o f  so c ia l  c la s s  w a s  t a k e n  f r o m  th e  d i v i s i o n  o f  E r ik s o n ,  G o l d t h o r p e  a n d  

P o r t o c a r e r o  (1983), s in c e  th i s  d i v i s i o n  is i n t e n d e d  fo r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m p a r i s o n s  

(cf. G a n z e b o o m  e t al. 1989). T h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e ls  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a n d  

F la n d e r s  w e r e  c a t e g o r i s e d  in  s u c h  a w a y  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  a s  c o m p a r a b l e  a s  

p o s s ib le .  In  th is  s t u d y ,  th e  v a r i a b l e  ' e d u c a t i o n '  h a s  b e e n  u s e d  a s  a n  o r d i n a l  

v a r i a b le .

Analysis and results

A c a lc u l a t i o n  w a s  m a d e  to  e s t a b l i s h  w h e t h e r  th e  m e a n  s c o r e s  o n  e a c h  o f  th e  

a t t i t u d e  s c a le s  d i f f e r e d  s ig n i f i c a n t ly  b e t w e e n  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a n d  F la n d e r s .  In  

t e r m s  o f  b o t h  th e  i t e m s  a n d  th e  m e a s u r e m e n t  s c a le s  it a p p e a r e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  

s ig n i f i c a n t ly  m o r e  a p p r o v a l  o f  th e  n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  o u t - g r o u p s ,  th e  

p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  th e  i n - g r o u p ,  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m ,  a n o m i e ,  a n d  c u l t u r a l  

lo c a l i s m  in  F l a n d e r s .  T h i s  is s h o w n  in  T a b le  1, w h e r e  th e  m e a n  s c a le  s c o r e s  a r e  

s ig n i f i c a n t ly  h i g h e r  in  th e  F le m is h  s a m p l e .  T h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  is 

e v a l u a t e d  b y  th e  e t a ' s  (see  T a b le  1). A s  r e g a r d s  a s s e n t  to  th e  C h r i s t i a n  fa i th  a n d
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T a b l e  1. M e a n  s c o r e s * o f  th e  a t t i t u d e  scales: d i f fe re n c e s  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  p o p u la t io n s

P o p u l a t i o n S o c ia l

lo c a l i s m

C u l t u r a l

lo c a l i s m

C h r i s t i a n

fa i th

A u t h o r i t a 

r i a n i s m

A n o m i e O u t - g r o u p I n - g r o u p

F l a n d e r s 0 .03 0 .27 0.01 0.21 0 .34 0 .35 0 .30

T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s -0 .03 -0 .33 -0.01 -0 .26 -0 .42 -0 .42 -0 .37

E ta n s 0 .30 n s 0 .24 0 .37 0.38 0.33

ns:  p  ^  0 .05

4 A ll  v a r i a b l e s  w i t h  m e a n s  e q u a l  0  a n d  s t a n d a r d  d e v i a t i o n s  e q u a l  1 fo r  t h e  c o m b i n e d  s a m p l e s  o f  th e  

D u t c h  a n d  t h e  F le m is h .

so c ia l  lo c a l i s m ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  w e r e  n o t  s ig n i f i c a n t .  T h i s  f i n d i n g  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  

b e t w e e n  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a n d  F l a n d e r s  in  t e r m s  o f  e t h n o c e n t r i s m  in  t h e  e a r ly  

1990s is in  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m p a r a t i v e  s t u d y  

b y  D e k k e r  a n d  V a n  P r a a g  (1990). T h e y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  -  o n  th e  b a s i s  o f  e x a c t ly  

th e  s a m e  i t e m s  -  t h a t  x e n o p h o b i a  o c c u r r e d  in  B e lg iu m  a b o u t  tw ic e  a s  m u c h  a s  

in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s . 4

T h e  N e th e r la n d s  a n d  F la n d e rs  to g e th e r

In  o r d e r  to  t e s t  w h e t h e r  th e  b i v a r i a t e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a n d  

F l a n d e r s  w o u l d  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  a l s o  in  a m u l t i v a r i a t e  c o n te x t ,  t h e  fu ll  m o d e l ,  

b a s e d  o n  F i g u r e  1, w a s  s u b je c t e d  to  m u l t i p l e  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  (cf. B e r ry  a n d  

F e l d m a n  1985). V a r i a b l e s  t h a t  w e r e  o n  th e  n o m i n a l  m e a s u r e m e n t  le v e l  (so c ia l  

c la s s  a n d  c h u r c h  i n v o l v e m e n t )  w e r e  e n t e r e d  a s  d u m m i e s .

T h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  th i s  a n a l y s i s  is t h a t  th e  b i v a r i a t e  r e s u l t s  

h o ld  in  m u l t i v a r i a t e  a n a ly s i s .  T h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  th i s  f i n d i n g  is t h a t  th e  

t h e o r e t i c a l  m o d e l  w i l l  b e  a n a l y s e d  s e p a r a t e l y  fo r  th e  D u t c h  a n d  fo r  t h e  F l e m in g s  

in  o r d e r  to  b e  a b le  to  c o m p a r e  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  b e t w e e n  th e  t w o  p o p u l a t i o n s .

T h e  N e th e r la n d s  a n d  F la n d ers  separa te li /

T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  th i s  a n a l y s i s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  in  T a b le  2. A ll t h e  v a r i a b l e s  a r e  

s t a n d a r d i s e d  o n  th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  t w o  s u b - p o p u l a t i o n s  so  t h a t  th e  n o n - s t a n d a r d -  

i s e d  r e g r e s s i o n  c o e f f ic ie n ts  (b 's )  c a n  b e  u s e d  to  i n d i c a t e  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  e f fe c t  

b e tw e e n  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a n d  F l a n d e r s  (cf. K im  a n d  F e r r e e  1981), w h i l e  s t a n d a r d 

i s e d  r e g r e s s i o n  c o e f f ic ie n ts  (ß 's )  in d ic a t e ,  a s  u s u a l ,  e f fe c t  d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h i n  T h e  

N e t h e r l a n d s  a n d  F la n d e r s .  T h e  f o l l o w in g  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  r e s u l t s  w i l l  s t a r t  b y  

i d e n t i f y i n g  th e  f a c to r s  t h a t  a r e  d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  th e  t w o  a s p e c t s  o f  

e t h n o c e n t r i s m  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a n d  in  F l a n d e r s .

A s  r e g a r d s  th e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  o u t - g r o u p s ,  it  is 

f irs t  o f  a ll ,  s t r i k i n g  t h a t  th is  a t t i t u d e  w a s  n o t  i n d u c e d  b y  so c ia l  lo c a l i s m  n o r  

b y  C h r i s t i a n  fa i th ,  e i t h e r  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  n o r  in  F l a n d e r s .  O n  th e  c o n t r a r y ,  

in  th e  t w o  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  th i s  n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  w a s  g e n e r a t e d  b y  c u l t u r a l  lo c a l i s m  

(T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  b  =  0.18; in  F l a n d e r s ,  b  =  0.15) a n d  b y  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m  (in  T h e  

N e t h e r l a n d s :  b  =  0.29; F l a n d e r s :  b  =  0.32). B u t  w i t h i n  t h e  t w o  r e s p e c t i v e  c o u n 

t r ie s ,  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m  w a s  a s t r o n g  p r e d i c t o r  o f  th e  n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d
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o u t - g r o u p s  (T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s :  ß =  0.29; F l a n d e r s :  ß =  0.32). A  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  

T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a n d  F l a n d e r s  m u s t  b e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a n o m i e  a s  a f a c to r  

r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  th i s  n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  o u t - g r o u p s .  In  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  

(b =  0.30), th e  e f fe c t  o f  th i s  f a c to r  w a s  m u c h  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  in  F l a n d e r s  (b =  0.11).

T h e r e  w a s  a l s o  c o n c u r r e n c e  b e t w e e n  th e  D u t c h  a n d  th e  F l e m i n g s  in  r e l a t i o n  

to  th e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  th e  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  th e  i n - g r o u p ,  in  n e i t h e r  o f  

th e s e  t w o  p o p u l a t i o n s  c a n  C h r i s t i a n  fa i th  a n d  a n o m i e  s e e n  a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  th is  

a t t i t u d e .  T h e  e f fe c t  o f  so c ia l  lo c a l i s m  w a s  e q u a l l y  p r e v a l e n t  in  b o t h  p o p u l a t i o n s  

(b =  0.11). T h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  th e  t w o  p o p u l a t i o n s  a r e  f o u n d  in  th e  f a c to r s  

o f  c u l t u r a l  lo c a l i s m  a n d  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m .  W h e r e a s  th e  e f fe c t  o f  c u l t u r a l  lo c a l i s m  

w a s  n o t  s ig n i f i c a n t  in  F l a n d e r s ,  th i s  w a s  th e  c a s e  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  (b =  0.17). 

A n d  a s  r e g a r d s  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m ,  it is s t r i k i n g  t h a t  i ts  e f fe c t  in  F l a n d e r s  (b =  0.35) 

w a s  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  (b =  0.26).

H a v i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  w h i c h  f a c to r s  w e r e  d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  th e  t w o  a s p e c t s  

o f  e t h n o c e n t r i s m  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a n d  in  F l a n d e r s  g iv e s  r i s e  to  th e  q u e s t i o n  

o f  th e  so c ia l  b a s i s  fo r  t h e s e  p h e n o m e n a .

Socia l c la s s  h a d  a d i r e c t  i m p a c t  o n  th e  t w o  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  e t h n o c e n t r i s m ,  b u t  

th e  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  s t r e n g t h  o f  th i s  i m p a c t  d i f f e r e d  in  th e  t w o  p o p u l a t i o n s .  In  T h e  

N e t h e r l a n d s ,  all so c ia l  c l a s s e s  s u b s c r i b e d  m o r e  s t r o n g l y  to  th e  n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  

t o w a r d  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s  t h a n  d i d  th e  p e o p l e  w h o  h a d  n e v e r  h a d  p a i d  w o r k ,  i.e. 

th e  r e f e r e n c e  c a t e g o r y .  In  F l a n d e r s ,  th e  e f fe c t  o f  so c ia l  c la s s  w a s  b a r e l y  

s ig n i f ic a n t ,  a n d  o n ly  th e  r o u t i n e  n o n - m a n u a l  w o r k e r s  w e r e  le s s  p r e j u d i c e d  th a n  

th o s e  w h o  h a d  n e v e r  h a d  p a i d  w o r k .  T h e  e f fe c t  o f  so c ia l  c la s s  o n  th e  i n - g r o u p  

c o m p o n e n t  o f  e t h n o c e n t r i s m  w a s  c o m p l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t  in  th e  t w o  p o p u l a t i o n s .  In  

T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  t h o s e  w h o  h a d  n e v e r  h a d  p a i d  w o r k  id e n t i f i e d  m o r e  s t r o n g l y  

w i t h  th e  n a t i o n a l  i n - g r o u p  t h a n  p e o p l e  in  o t h e r  so c ia l  c la s se s .  In  F l a n d e r s ,  th e  

'n o n - a c t i v e '  in  th e  r e f e r e n c e  c a t e g o r y  id e n t i f i e d  le a s t  o f  all w i t h  th e  i n - g r o u p .  Is 

th i s  a n  in d i c a t i o n  t h a t  th e  i n - g r o u p  v a r i a b l e  h a s  a d i f f e r e n t  so c ia l  m e a n i n g  in  th e  

c u l t u r a l  a n d  s t r u c t u r a l  c o n t e x t  o f  th e  t w o  p o p u l a t i o n s ?

In  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m  w a s  s t r o n g l y  r e i n f o r c e d  b y  a l o w  e d u c a 

t io n a l  leve l  (b =  — 0.34), w h i l e  i ts  e f fe c t  in  F l a n d e r s  w a s ,  s t r i k i n g l y  e n o u g h ,  n o t  

s ig n i f ic a n t .  T h e  l i n e a r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  th e  ' e d u c a t i o n '  v a r i a b l e  in  F l a n d e r s  m i g h t  

h a v e  b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  th i s  u n e x p e c t e d  f i n d i n g . n In  th e  t w o  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  

a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m  is s e e n  to  b e c o m e  s t r o n g e r  a s  o n e  g r o w s  o l d e r  (b =  0 .02 a n d  

b  =  0.03, r e s p e c t iv e ly ) .  In  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a n d  in  F l a n d e r s ,  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m  w a s  

s t r o n g e r  a m o n g  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  t h a n  a m o n g  n o n  c h u r c h - g o e r s .  T h e r e  w e r e  

d i f f e r e n c e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  w i t h i n  th e  g r o u p  o f  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s .  In  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  

th e  m o d a l  m e m b e r s  a n d  c o r e  m e m b e r s  w e r e  m o r e  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  t h a n  th e  n o n  

c h u r c h - g o e r s ,  w h e r e a s  in  F l a n d e r s ,  c o r e  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s ,  a n d ,  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  

m a r g i n a l  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  w e r e  m o r e  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  t h a n  th o s e  w h o  d i d  n o t  

p r a c t i s e .  A  s t r i k i n g  c o n c u r r e n c e  e m e r g e d  b e t w e e n  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a n d  F la n 

d e r s  in  t e r m s  o f  so c ia l  c la ss .  In  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s ,  th e  s e l f - e m p l o y e d  w e r e  m o s t  

c le a r ly  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f r o m  th e  r e f e r e n c e  c a t e g o r y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to  a u t h o r i t a r i a n 

i s m ,  i.e. th is  c la s s  o f  s e l f - e m p l o y e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  s u b s c r i b e d  r e l a t i v e ly  s t r o n g l y  to  

a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m .  O n  th e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  e x e c u t i v e  c la s s  m e m b e r s  d i s s o c i a t e d  t h e m 

s e lv e s  r e l a t i v e ly  s t r o n g l y  f r o m  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m  in  F l a n d e r s  m o r e  so  t h a n  in  T h e  

N e t h e r l a n d s .

T h e  so c ia l  b a s i s  o f  c u l t u r a l  lo c a l i s m  w a s  p r e d i c t i v e  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  fo r  

b o t h  a s p e c t s  o f  e t h n o c e n t r i s m ,  b u t  in  F l a n d e r s  o n l y  fo r  th e  n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  

t o w a r d  o u t - g r o u p s .  C u l t u r a l  lo c a l i s m  w a s  s t r o n g l y  f o s t e r e d  in  b o t h  p o p u l a t i o n s



T a b l e  2. P re d ic to rs  o f  e th n o c e n t r i s m  in T h e  N e th e r la n d s  a n d  F la n d e rs  sep a ra te li f

S o c ia l

lo c a l i s m

C u l t u r a l

lo c a l i s m

C h r i s t i a n  

fa i th

A u t h o r i t a r 

i a n i s m

A n o m i e

N e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  

t o w a r d s  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s

T o ta l

D i r e c t  e f fe c t  e f fe c t

P o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  

n a t i o n a l  i n - g r o u p

T o ta l

D i re c t  e f f e c t  e f fe c t

D u t c h  (;/ =  275)

S e l f - e m p l o y e d 0 .13 (0.03) 0 .44 (0.12) 0 .06 (0.02) 0 .39 (0.10) -  0 .23 ( -  0 .07) 0 .23 (0.06) (0 .09) - 0 . 6 1 ( - 0 . 1 6 ) ( - 0 . 1 1 )

M a n u a l  w o r k e r s -  0 .20 ( -  0 .09) 0 .02 (0.01) 0 .04 (0.02) -  0 .50 ( -  0 .02) -  0 .50 ( -  0 .26) 0 .43 (0.20) (0 .12) - 0 . 2 9 ( - 0 . 1 3 ) ( - 0 . 1 5 )

R o u t i n e  n o n - m a n u a l  w o r k 0.04 (0.02) - 0 . 1 2 ( -  0 .06) 0 .03 (0.01) - 0 . 1 3 ( -  0 .06) - 0 . 6 2 ( - 0 . 3 4 ) 0.31 (0.15) (0 .05) - 0 . 3 0 ( - 0 . 1 5 ) ( - 0 . 1 6 )

E x e c u t iv e s -  0 .08 ( -  0 .04) -  0 .32 ( - 0 . 1 7 ) - 0 . 0 2  ( - - 0 .0 1 ) -  0 .23 ( - 0 . 1 2 ) -  0 .68 ( -  0 .42) 0 .32 (0.17) ( - 0 . 0 1 ) - 0 . 3 5 ( - 0 . 1 9 ) ( -  0 .23)

R e fe re n c e * 4

M a r g i n a l  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s - 0 . 1 6 ( -  0 .06) 0 .22 (0.09) 0 .63 (0.27) 0 .03 (0.01) -  0 .04 ( -  0 .02) - 0 . 0 1 ( - 0 . 0 1 ) (0 .01) 0 .10 (0.04) (0.10)

M o d a l  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s 0 .23 (0.10) 0 .22 (0.10) 1.03 (0.46) 0 .13 (0.06) - 0 . 1  1 ( -  0 .06) - 0 . 0 2 ( - 0 . 0 1 ) (0.01) -  0 .08 ( -  0 .04) (0.01)

C o r e  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s 0 .23 (0.08) 0 .13 (0.05) 1.53 (0.58) 0 .10 (0.04) -  0 .05 ( -  0 .02) - 0 . 0 7 ( -  0 .03) ( - 0 . 0 1 ) - 0 . 0 3 ( - 0 . 0 1 ) (0.02)

R eference***

A g e n s (n s ) n s (n s ) 0.01 (0.13) 0 .02 (0.33) 0 .02 (0 .25) 0.01 (0.11) (0 .21) n s (n s ) (0 .09)

E d u c a t i o n n s (n s ) -  0 .38 ( -  0 .29) n s (n s ) -  0 .34 ( -  0 .26) - 0 . 3 6 ( -  0 .32) n s (n s ) ( -  0 .22) n s (n s ) ( - 0 . 1 2 )

S o c ia l  l o c a l i s m n s (n s ) (0 .00) 0.11 (0.12) (0 .12)

C u l t u r a l  l o c a l i s m 0.18 (0.18) (0 .18) 0 .17 (0 .17) (0 .17)

C h r i s t i a n  fa i th n s (n s ) (0 .00) n s (n s ) (0 .00)

A u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m 0.29 (0.30) (0 .30) 0 .26 (0.26) (0.26)

A n o m i e 0 .30 (0.27) (0.27) n s (n s ) (0.00)

A d j u s t e d  R 2 0.02 0 .18 0 .42 0 .24 0.22 0 .47 0 .19

ns:  p  >  0.05.

* N o n - s t a n d a r d i s e d  a n d  ( in  p a r e n t h e s e s )  s t a n d a r d i s e d  r e g r e s s i o n  c o e f f ic ie n ts .

** T h e  r e f e r e n c e  c a t e g o r y  a r e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a m o n g  t h e m  h o u s e w i v e s  a n d  s t u d e n t s ,  w h o  h a v e  n e v e r  h a d  p a i d  w o r k .  

***The r e f e r e n c e  g r o u p  h e r e  a r e  n o n  c h u r c h - g o e r s .
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T a b l e  2. ( c o n t in u e d )

S o c ia l

lo c a l i s m

C u l t u r a l

lo c a l i s m

C h r i s t i a n

fa i th

A u t h o r i t a r 

i a n i s m

A n o m i e

N e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  

t o w a r d s  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s

T o ta l

D i r e c t  e f fe c t  e f fe c t

P o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  

n a t i o n a l  i n - g r o u p

T o ta l

D i r e c t  e f f e c t  e f fe c t

F l e m i n g s  (;/ =  365)

S e l f - e m p l o y e d 0 .20 (0.08) 0 .36 (0.14) - 0 . 1 9 ( -  0 .07) 0 .20 (0.08) 0 .20 (0.08) - 0 . 0 0 ( -  0 .00) (0 .06) 0 .54 (0.22) (0.26)

M a n u a l  w o r k e r s 0 .28 (0.12) 0 .43 (0.18) - 0 . 1 5 ( -  0 .06) - 0 . 0 5 ( -  0 .02) 0 .16 (0.07) - 0 . 0 4 ( -  0 .02) (0 .01) 0 .25 (0.11) (0 .12)

R o u t i n e  n o n - m a n u a l  w o r k 0 .10 (0.05) 0 .32 (0.15) - 0 . 1 2 ( -  0 .05) - 0 . 1 3 ( -  0 .06) 0 .16 (0.07) - 0 . 1 6 ( -  0 .08) ( -  0 .08) 0 .29 (0.14) (0 .13)

E x e c u t iv e s - 0 . 2 3  ( - 0 . 1 0 ) 0 .04 (0.02) - 0 . 1 3 ( -  0 .05) - 0 . 5 1 ( - 0 . 2 1 ) - 0 . 5 0  ( -  0 .20) 0 .00 (0.00) ( -  0 .09) 0 .23 (0.10) (0 .01)

R e fe re n c e * 4

M a r g i n a l  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s 0 .27 (0.13) 0 .26 (0.12) 0 .59 (0.25) 0.31 (0.14) 0 .10 (0.05) 0.01 (0.00) (0.08) 0 .14 (0.07) (0.13)

M o d a l  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s 0 .44 (0.20) 0 .35 (0.15) 1.20 (0.50) 0 .06 (0.03) 0 .03 (0.01) 0 .02 (0.01) (0 .04) 0.11 (0.05) (0.08)

C o r e  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s 0 .37 (0.12) 0 .44 (0.14) 1.27 (0.39) 0 .22 (0.07) - 0 . 2 3  ( -  0 .07) - 0 . 0 4 ( -  0 .02) (0 .03) 0 .10 (0.04) (0.07)

R e fe re n c e * 4*

A g e n s (ns) 0.01 (0.12) 0.01 (0.16) 0 .03 (0.38) 0.01 (0.15) n s (n s ) (0 .17) 0.01 (0.16) (0 .30)

E d u c a t i o n n s (n s) - 0 . 3 1  ( - -  0 .24) n s (n s ) n s (n s ) - 0 . 2 8  ( - 0 . 2 1 ) n s (n s ) ( -  0 .06) n s (n s ) (0.00)

S o c ia l  l o c a l i s m n s (n s ) (0 .00) 0.11 (0.11) (0.11)

C u l t u r a l  l o c a l i s m 0.15 (0.16) (0 .16) n s (n s ) (0.00)

C h r i s t i a n  f a i th n s (n s ) (0 .00) n s (n s ) (0.00)

A u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m 0 .32 (0.34) (0 .34) 0 .35 (0.36) (0.36)

A n o m i e 0.11 (0.11) (0 .11) n s (n s ) (0.00)

A d j u s t e d  R “ 0.11 0 .18 0 .32 0 .26 0 .23 0 .27 0 .35

ns: p  >  0.05.

* N o n - s t a n d a r d i s e d  a n d  ( in  p a r e n t h e s e s )  s t a n d a r d i s e d  r e g r e s s i o n  c o e f f ic ie n ts .

*4 T h e  r e f e r e n c e  c a t e g o r y  a r e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a m o n g  t h e m  h o u s e w i v e s  a n d  s t u d e n t s ,  w h o  h a v e  n e v e r  h a d  p a i d  w o r k .  

***The r e f e r e n c e  g r o u p  h e r e  a r e  n o n  c h u r c h - g o e r s .
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b y  a l o w  lev e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  (b =  -  0 .38  a n d  b  =  -  0 .31, r e s p e c t iv e ly ) .  In  F l a n d e r s ,  

a g e  a l s o  p l a y e d  a ro le  (b =  0.01), w h i l e  th is  w a s  n o t  t h e  c a s e  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s .  

A s  w i t h  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m ,  c u l t u r a l  lo c a l i s m  a g a i n  a p p e a r e d  to  b e  s u b s c r i b e d  to  

m o r e  s t r o n g l y  b y  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  t h a n  b y  n o n - p r a c t i s i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s .  A n d  a s  

r e g a r d s  so c ia l  c la s s ,  th i s  p h e n o m e n o n  c o r r e l a t e d  m o r e  c le a r ly  in  T h e  N e t h e r 

l a n d s  w i t h  th e  s e l f - e m p l o y e d ,  w h i l e  in  F l a n d e r s  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  m a n u a l  w o r k e r s  

d i s p l a y e d  th i s  t r a i t ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  th e  s e l f - e m p l o y e d  a n d  r o u t i n e  n o n - m a n u a l  

w o r k e r s .

S o c ia l  lo c a l i s m  a p p e a r e d  to  b e  e q u a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  b o t h  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  

a n d  in  F l a n d e r s  fo r  a p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  th e  i n - g r o u p .  A g e  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  

h a d  n o t h i n g  to  d o  w i t h  th is  f o r m  o f  lo c a l i s m  in  e i t h e r  o f  th e  p o p u l a t i o n s .  

H o w e v e r ,  th is  p h e n o m e n o n  w a s  e n c o u n t e r e d  m o r e  s t r o n g l y  in  b o t h  p o p u l a t i o n s  

a m o n g  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  t h a n  a m o n g  n o n  c h u r c h - g o e r s .  A s  r e g a r d s  so c ia l  c la s s ,  

so c ia l  lo c a l i s m  w a s  f o u n d  p r i m a r i l y  a m o n g  th e  s e l f - e m p l o y e d  in  T h e  N e t h e r 

l a n d s ,  w h i l e  in  F l a n d e r s  b o t h  th e  m a n u a l  w o r k e r s  a n d  th e  s e l f - e m p l o y e d  s t o o d  

o u t  in  th i s  r e s p e c t .

T h e  so c ia l  b a s e s  o f  a n o m i e  w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  th e  n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  

o u t - g r o u p s  m u c h  m o r e  s t r o n g l y  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  t h a n  in  F l a n d e r s .  B o th  in 

T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a n d  in F l a n d e r s ,  a n o m i e  w a s  s t r o n g l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a 

lo w - le v e l  e d u c a t i o n  (b =  -  0 .36  a n d  b  =  — 0.28, r e s p e c t iv e ly ) .  In  b o t h  p o p u l a 

t io n s ,  f e e l in g s  o f  a n o m i e  w e r e  s t r o n g e r  w i t h  a g e  (b =  0 .02  a n d  b  =  0 .01, r e s p e c t 

iv e ly ) .  In  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  p r e d i c t o r s  o f  e t h n o c e n t r i s m  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e ,  a n o m i e  

o c c u r r e d  le s s  s t r o n g l y  a m o n g  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  t h a n  a m o n g  

n o n  c h u r c h - g o e r s .  In  F l a n d e r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  o n ly  c o r e  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  r e p o r t e d  le s s  

a n o m i e  t h a n  n o n  c h u r c h - g o e r s .  A s  r e g a r d s  so c ia l  c la s s ,  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  

a n o m i e  p r e v a i l e d  m o s t  s t r o n g l y  a m o n g  p e o p l e  w h o  h a d  n e v e r  w o r k e d  fo r  p a y ,

i.e. th e  r e f e r e n c e  c a t e g o r y ,  f o l lo w e d  b y  th e  s e l f - e m p l o y e d ,  w h e r e a s  in  F l a n d e r s  

th e  s e l f - e m p l o y e d  f o l lo w e d  b y  th e  m a n u a l  w o r k e r s  a n d  th e  n o n - m a n u a l  w o r k e r s  

r e p o r t e d  f e e l in g s  o f  a n o m i e  m o r e  s t r o n g l y  t h a n  th e  r e f e r e n c e  c a t e g o r y .

410 ƒ. B il l ie t , R . E is in g a  a n d  P. S c h e e p e rs

Discussion

A n  a t t e m p t  to  p l a c e  th i s  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  f i n d i n g s  in  p e r s p e c t i v e  f o l lo w s  b e lo w .  

A n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  g lo b a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  th e  D u t c h  a n d  th e  F l e m in g s  

w il l  a l l o w  fo r  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a n d  th e  c o m m o n  g r o u n d  w h i c h  

e x is t  in  th e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  e t h n o c e n t r i s m .

It h a s  b e e n  f o u n d  t h a t  b o t h  a s p e c t s  o f  e t h n o c e n t r i s m  w e r e  s u b s c r i b e d  to  m o r e  

s t r o n g l y  b y  F le m in g s  t h a n  b y  th e  D u tc h .  T h a t  th e  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  th e  

i n - g r o u p ,  in  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  s e e m s  to  b e  s t r o n g e r  in  F l a n d e r s  t h a n  in  

T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  is n o t  a s u r p r i s i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n .  A  p r e v i o u s  h i s to r i c a l  s t u d y  

a l r e a d y  s h o w e d  th a t  th e  s e a r c h  fo r  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  s e n t i m e n t s  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  

is a l a b o r i o u s  o n e  (cf. T e  V e ld e  1991). I n s o f a r  a s  o n e  c a n  stil l  s p e a k  o f  it, 

n a t i o n a l i s m  is e x p r e s s e d  v i r t u a l l y  o n l y  a t  m a j o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s p o r t s  e v e n t s ,  

a c c o r d i n g  to  T e  V e ld e .

In F l a n d e r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  th e  d e s i r e  fo r  m o r e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  p o w e r  is a 

c o n s t a n t  f a c to r  in  B e lg ia n  p o l i t ic s .  F le m is h  m i l i t a n t s  h a v e  a l w a y s  a g r e e d  th a t  

F l a n d e r s  s h o u l d  b e c o m e  m o n o l i n g u a l  ( K o s s m a n  1986). T h i s  /f l a m i n g a n t i s m / h a s  

k n o w n  m a n y  v a r i a n t s ,  b u t  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  i n v o l v e d  i n  it a p p e a l  w i t h o u t  

e x c e p t i o n  to  F le m is h  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  s e n t i m e n t s ,  a lb e i t  w i t h  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f
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s u c c e s s  a n d  e x t r e m i s m .  T h e  b r e e d i n g  g r o u n d  fo r  th i s  o n g o i n g  F le m is h  n a t i o n a l 

i s m  a m o n g  a m i n o r i t y  w i t h i n  th e  F le m is h  p o p u l a t i o n  is p r o b a b l y  to  b e  f o u n d  in  

th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  th e  W a l l o o n  a n d  F r a n c o p h o n e  ' o u t - g r o u p s '  w i t h i n  t h e i r  o w n  

b o r d e r s  w i t h  w h i c h  th e  F l e m in g s  h a v e  a c o m p e t i t i v e  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  a n t a g o n i s t i c  

r e l a t i o n s h ip .  T h e  s p e c i f ic  n a t u r e  o f  th i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  is l ik e ly  to  h a v e  f o s t e r e d  th e  

F le m is h  'w e - f e e l i n g '  a n d  th e  s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h i n  th e  l i n g u i s t i c  c o m m u n i t y .  T h is ,  a t  

lea s t ,  is w h a t  is s u g g e s t e d  b y  th e  s t u d i e s  o f  S h e r i f  a n d  S h e r i f  ( 1 9 5 3 /1 9 7 9 ) ,  w h i c h  

s in c e  h a v e  b e e n  r e p l i c a t e d  in  m a n y  o t h e r  c o n te x t s  ( F la r v e y  1956; B lak e  a n d  

M o u t o n  1961, 1962; J o h n s o n  1967; D ia b  1970; K o n e c n i  1979). T h e s e  s o c i o - p s y c h o -  

lo g ica l  e x p e r i m e n t s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  c o m p e t i t i o n  b e t w e e n  g r o u p s ,  a l s o  w h e n  

th e y  a r e  p a r t  o f  o n e  a n d  th e  s a m e  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  l e a d  to  a s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  th e  

g r o u p  c o h e s i o n  a n d  a l s o  to  a r e je c t io n  o f  th e  o t h e r  g r o u p .  T h a t  th is  f o r m  o f  

F le m is h  n a t i o n a l i s m  is a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  th e  W a l l o o n  

o u t - g r o u p  h a s  b e e n  c o n f i r m e d  b y  B illie t  et al. (1990). T h e  s p e c i f ic  s i t u a t i o n  in  

B e lg iu m  m a y  b e  s u p p o s e d  to  h a v e  k e p t  F le m is h  n a t i o n a l i s m  c o n t i n u o u s l y  

s i m m e r i n g ,  a s  it w e r e ,  a n d  th e  p a n  o f  n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d  th e  W a l l o o n s  

c a n  a ls o  b e  b r o u g h t  to  b o i l  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to  o t h e r  g r o u p s .

D e  W i t t e  (1992) s o u g h t  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  th e  n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  

o u t - g r o u p s  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  F l e m in g s  in  th e  h i s to r i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  o f  th e  

p a s t  f e w  d e c a d e s .  H e  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  th e  c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  th e  e t h n i c  

o u t - g r o u p s  a n d  th e  B e lg ia n s  w e r e  g e n e r a t i n g  r e s e n t m e n t  a l r e a d y  in  th e  1960s 

a n d  1970s. T h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m ic  c r i s is  in  th e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  th e  1980s w o u l d  h a v e  

f o s te r e d  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  b e i n g  t h r e a t e n e d  e c o n o m ic a l ly .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  

th e  1980s, ' t h e  f u r t h e r  s t r u c t u r a l  i m p l a n t a t i o n  a n d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  th e  a c t iv i t i e s  o f  

th e  V la a m s  B lo k  o c c u r r e d  in  a so c ia l  c l i m a t e  t h a t  w a s  -  in  p a r t  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  

V la a m s  B lok  p r o p a g a n d a  -  r a t h e r  u n f a v o u r a b l e  t o w a r d  f o r e i g n e r s '  (D e  W i t t e  

1992: 17). T h i s  s t r u c t u r a l  i m p l a n t a t i o n  m a n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f  in  th e  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  th e  

V la a m s  B lo k  in  th e  a c t iv i t i e s  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n s  in  p r o b l e m  d i s t r i c t s ,  d i s t r i c t s  f r o m  

w h i c h  th e  S o c ia l i s t  P a r t y  h a d  p a r t i a l l y  w i t h d r a w n .  It w a s  a l s o  e v i d e n t  in  t h a t  

th e  V la a m s  B lok  f o r c e d  o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  to  p l a c e  t h e  i m m i g r a n t  p r o b l e m  o n  

th e  a g e n d a  a n d  to  d i s c u s s  s o m e t i m e s  e x t r e m e  s o l u t i o n s  (cf. B i j t teb ie r  e t al. 1992). 

In  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  it is t r u e ,  s i m i l a r  d e v e l o p m e n t s  o c c u r r e d ,  b u t  t h e r e  is o n e  

i m p o r t a n t  d i f f e r e n c e .  T h e  C e n t r u m  P a r t i j  a n d  l a t e r  th e  C e n t r u m  D e m o c r a te n  d i d  

n o t  s u c c e e d  in  ' s t r u c t u r a l l y  i m p l a n t i n g '  t h e m s e l v e s  in T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s .  O n  th e  

c o n t r a r y ,  t h e s e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  w e r e  c o n t i n u o u s l y  p l a g u e d  b y  in t e r n a l  co n f l ic t ,  

c h a o s ,  a n d  d iv i s io n .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e s e  p a r t i e s  h a d  to  c o n t e n d  w i t h  a ' c o n t a m i 

n a t e d  i d e n t i t y ' ,  b e i n g  u n d e r  s u s p i c i o n  o f  h a r b o u r i n g  f o r m e r  N a z i  c o l l a b o r a t o r s .  

In  a d d i t i o n ,  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a te  o f  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  t h e y  c o n s t a n t l y  h a d  to  

w o r k  to  s h o w  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  r a c i s t  o r  fa sc is t  (V a n  D o n s e l a a r  1991). If a 

p a r t y ' s  p o l i t ic a l  p o s i t i o n  o n  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s  is a s s u m e d  to  b e  a s  c r i t ic a l  to  th e  

v o te  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a s  it is in  F l a n d e r s ,  th is  s i t u a t i o n  m a y  p o s s ib ly  h a v e  

le d  to  c o n f u s i o n  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  p o t e n t i a l  e l e c to r a te .  A n y w a y ,  n o n e  o f  th e  

e x t r e m e  r i g h t - w i n g  p a r t i e s  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  h a v e  s u c c e e d e d  in  e f f e c t iv e ly  

p r o p a g a t i n g  th e i r  b o d y  o f  id e a s .  C o n v e r s e l y ,  t h e  V la a m s  B lo k  h a s  d o n e  so . It 

is p o s s ib l e  t h a t  th i s  h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  o p i n i o n s  a b o u t  ' o w n '  a n d  'o t h e r '  p e o p l e  

h a v i n g  b e c o m e  le ss  s t r i n g e n t l y  t a b o o  in  F l a n d e r s .  T h i s  w o u l d  b e  b o r n e  o u t  

b y  th e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  m o r e  n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  F l e m in g s  t o w a r d  o u t 

g r o u p s .  In  c o n c lu s io n ,  c o m m o n  g r o u n d  a n d  d i v e r g e n c e  in  th e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  

o f  e t h n o c e n t r i s m  in  th e  t w o  p o p u l a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  e x p l o r e d  ( p r i m a r i l y  b a s e d  o n  

T a b le  2).



Conclusion

T h e  a d e q u a c y  o f  th e  p r e d i c t i v e  m o d e l s  is n o t  t h e  s a m e  in  th e  t w o  p o p u l a t i o n s .  

T h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  f o u n d  r e l a t i v e ly  l a r g e  a m o u n t s  o f  e x p l a i n e d  v a r i a n c e  fo r  th e  

o u t - g r o u p  c o m p o n e n t  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  (47 p e r  c e n t )  a n d  fo r  th e  i n - g r o u p  

c o m p o n e n t  in  F l a n d e r s  (35 p e r  c e n t) .  T h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  th e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  th e  

i n - g r o u p  a m o n g  th e  D u t c h  is r a t h e r  w e a k  (o n ly  19 p e r  c e n t) .  T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  

d i f f e r e n c e s  in  m o s t  e x p l a n a t o r y  f a c to r s  o f  th e  i n - g r o u p  c o m p o n e n t  b e t w e e n  th e  

t w o  p o p u l a t i o n s .  S o c ia l  c la s s ,  c h u r c h  i n v o l v e m e n t ,  a g e ,  a n d  so c ia l  lo c a l i s m  all 

c o n t r i b u t e d  to  th e  e x p l a n a t i o n  in  a d i s t i n c t i v e  w a y .  T h e r e  w e r e  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  

d i f f e r e n c e s  in  th e  c u l t u r a l  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  i n - g r o u p  c o m p o n e n t  in  F l a n d e r s  a n d  

in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s .

N e i t h e r  a m o n g  th e  F l e m in g s  n o r  a m o n g  th e  D u t c h  d i d  so c ia l  lo c a l i s m  l e a d  to  

a n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  o u t - g r o u p s .  T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  th i s  n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  is 

n o t  fed  d i r e c t ly  b y  s a t i s f a c t io n  o r  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  e n v i r o n 

m e n t .  O n c e  a g a in ,  it a p p e a r s  t h a t  n e g a t i v e  p r e j u d i c e s  n e e d  n o t  b e  n o u r i s h e d  b y  

c o n s t a n t  i r r i t a t i o n  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  c o n t i n u e  to  e x is t ,  s t i m u l a t e d  b y  o t h e r  

fa c to rs .  T h is  f i n d i n g  is in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  c la s s ic  c o n c e p t  o f  A d o r n o  e t  al. 

(1 9 5 0 /1 9 8 2 )  t h a t  n e g a t i v e  f e e l in g s  a b o u t  o t h e r  e t h n i c  g r o u p s  d o e s  n o t  p e r  se  n e e d  

to  b e  n o u r i s h e d  b y  e v e n t s ,  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  o r  c o n t a c t s  in  th e  e v e r y d a y  life  w o r l d .

F o r  b o t h  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  th e  t h e o r y  t h a t  th e  C h r i s t i a n  f a i th  in  i t s e l f  w o u l d  l e a d  

to  a n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  o u t - g r o u p s  a n d  a p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  th e  

i n - g r o u p  is, s o  fa r ,  fa ls i f ie d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  c o n s i d e r  th i s  a s p u r i o u s  e x p l a n a t i o n .  

H o w e v e r ,  it d o e s  a p p e a r  t h a t  b o t h  a s p e c t s  o f  e t h n o c e n t r i s m  w e r e  s t i m u l a t e d  in  

b o t h  p o p u l a t i o n s  b y  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m ,  w h i c h  o c c u r e d  m o r e  s t r o n g l y  a m o n g  

c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  t h a n  a m o n g  n o n  c h u r c h - g o e r s  in  b o t h  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a n d  

F la n d e r s .  T h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  fo r  th i s  f i n d i n g  g o e s  b a c k  to  B e rg e r  a n d  L u c k m a n  

(1966), w h o  a s s u m e d  t h a t  b e l i e v e r s  w o u l d  c o n s i d e r  t h e  w o r l d  a s  b e i n g  g i v e n  b y  

G o d ,  a s  a b s o l u t e  a n d  u n c h a n g e a b l e ,  a s  a n  e n t i t y  to  w h i c h  o n e  m u s t  s u b je c t  

o n e s e l f ,  w h i l e  n o n - b e l i e v e r s  w o u l d  c o n s i d e r  th e  w o r l d  to  b e  a so c ia l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

t h a t  o n e  c a n  c h a n g e  b y  h u m a n  a c t io n .  T h i s  C h r i s t i a n  w o r l d  v i e w  w o u l d  le a d  

b e l i e v e r s  a l s o  to  s u b je c t  t h e m s e l v e s  to  o t h e r  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  w h i c h  is o n e  o f  th e  

c r i t ic a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m .  In  b o t h  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  w e  f o u n d  th a t ,  

w i t h i n  th e  c a t e g o r y  o f  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s ,  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  i n v o l v e m e n t  h a d  a 

m o d e r a t i n g  i m p a c t  o n  e t h n i c  p r e ju d ic e :  c o r e  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  w e r e  le s s  l ik e ly  

t h a n  m a r g i n a l  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s  to  s u p p o r t  a n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  o u t 

g r o u p s .  T h is  w a s  c o n f i r m e d  b y  l a r g e r - s c a l e  s t u d i e s  c o n d u c t e d  in  1991 (B illie t

1995).

A u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m  is o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  f a c to r s  s t i m u l a t i n g  e t h n o c e n 

t r i s m  a m o n g  b o t h  th e  D u t c h  a n d  th e  F l e m in g s .  T h i s  d i s p o s i t i o n  p r o m o t e s  so c ia l  

i d e n t i f i c a t io n  a n d  so c ia l  c o n t r a - i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  in  p e o p l e  o n  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  th e  

b o r d e r .  A n d  in  b o t h  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m  o c c u r s  to  b e  th e  s t r o n g e s t  

a m o n g  th e  s a m e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  p e o p le :  th e  s e l f - e m p l o y e d  a n d  m a n u a l  w o r k e r s .  In  

a d d i t i o n ,  t h e s e  so c ia l  c la s se s ,  b o t h  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a n d  in  F l a n d e r s ,  t u r n e d  

o u t  to  b e  th e  m o s t  a n o m i c  a n d  th e  m o s t  lo ca l is t ic .  W h y  is th i s  c o n g l o m e r a t e  o f  

o p i n i o n s  so  s t r o n g  in  p r e c i s e ly  t h e s e  so c ia l  c la s s e s ?  In  p r e v i o u s  s t u d i e s ,  w e  

s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  p r e c i s e ly  t h e s e  so c ia l  c la s s e s  c o n s i d e r  t h e m s e l v e s  p l a y t h i n g s  o f  

fa te  (V a n  S n i p p e n b u r g  a n d  S c h e e p e r s  1991). In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e s e  g r o u p s ,  in  

p a r t i c u l a r ,  feel t h e m s e l v e s  s o c ia l ly  n e g l e c t e d  b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  

e c o n o m i c  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  d e c l i n i n g  p u r c h a s i n g  p o w e r ,  a n d  jo b  i n s e c u r i t y  (S w y n -
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g e d o u w  1992). T h e y  p r o b a b l y  l iv e  w i t h  t h e  f e e l in g  t h a t  it is p r e c i s e ly  t h e y  w h o  

a r e  b e i n g  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  th e  b i l l  fo r  b o t h  t h e  e c o n o m i c  a n d  th e  p o l i t i c a l  m a la i s e ,  

w h i l e  it is p r e c i s e l y  t h e y  w h o  c a n  h a r d l y  d e f e n d  t h e m s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  fa te  t h a t  

is i m p o s e d  o n  t h e m ,  a s  it w e r e ,  a n o n y m o u s l y .  T h u s ,  t h e i r  s u b m i s s i v e  a t t i t u d e  

t o w a r d  a u t h o r i t i e s  (a n  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  o f  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m )  c o u l d  b e  u n d e r 

s t o o d  b u t  a l s o  t h e i r  f e e l in g s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s o c ia l  p o w e r l e s s n e s s  ( i m p o r t a n t  

a s p e c t s  o f  a n o m i e ) .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  p r e c i s e l y  t h e s e  so c ia l  c la s s e s  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  b y  

l im i t e d  so c ia l  a n d  g e o g r a p h i c  m o b i l i t y ,  s o  t h e i r  so c ia l  h o r i z o n  r e m a i n s  s o m e 

w h a t  r e s t r i c t e d  to  th e  i m m e d i a t e  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  o r  th e  so c ia l  n e t w o r k  in  it. In  

th i s  w a y ,  t h e i r  lo c a l i s t ic  o r i e n t a t i o n  b e c o m e s  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e .  It is t h e n  a ll  t h e  

m o r e  p a i n f u l  w h e n  th e s e  lo ca l  n e t w o r k s  a r e  s u b j e c t e d  to  e r o s i o n  a n d  w h e n  th e  

so c ia l  f a b r ic  s t a r t s  to  c o l l a p s e .

F in a l ly ,  it is n o t e w o r t h y  t h a t  n e i t h e r  in  F l a n d e r s  n o r  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  d id  

h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  l e a d  d i r e c t l y  to  a r e d u c t i o n  o f  n e g a t i v e  p r e j u d ic e s .  T h is  im p l i e s ,  

in  o u r  o p i n i o n ,  t h a t  g r e a t e r  c o m m o n  k n o w l e d g e  of, fo r  e x a m p l e ,  c u s t o m s  a n d  

m o r a l s ,  n o r m s  a n d  v a l u e s  o f  o t h e r  e t h n i c  g r o u p s  is in s u f f i c i e n t  to  r e d u c e  

e t h n o c e n t r i s m  in  th e  L o w  C o u n t r i e s .  C a m p a i g n s  to  c o m b a t  n e g a t i v e  i m a g e  

f o r m a t i o n  o f  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s  t h u s  r e p r e s e n t  a n  u p h i l l  ta sk .  In  v i e w  o f  th e  so c ia l  

b a s e s  o f  th e  f a c to r s  t h a t  i n s t i g a t e  e t h n o c e n t r i s m  a n d  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  

h e r e ,  g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c y  b o t h  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  a n d  in  F l a n d e r s  s h o u l d  b e  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  th e s e ,  p e r h a p s  n e g le c t e d ,  s o c ia l  c la s se s .
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O n l y  o n e  i n d i c a t i o n  s u s t a i n s  th i s  i m p r e s s i o n .  In  F l a n d e r s ,  it w a s  f o u n d  t h a t  p o s i t i v e l y  w o r d e d  

s t a t e m e n t s  w e r e  le s s  l ik e ly  to  b e  r e je c te d  t h a n  t h a t  n e g a t i v e l y  w o r d e d  s t a t e m e n t s  w e r e  a c c e p t e d .  

It is  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  th e  o p p o s i t e  a p p e a r e d  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s :  p o s i t i v e l y  w o r d e d  i t e m s  w e r e  m o r e  

e a s i ly  r e j e c te d  t h a n  n e g a t i v e l y  w o r d e d  i t e m s  w e r e  a c c e p t e d .  T h e  r e s p o n s e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  t w o  

s i m i l a r  i t e m s  in  r e c e n t  s u r v e y s  in  1994  ( T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s )  a n d  1995  ( F l a n d e r s )  s u p p o r t  th is :  (1) 'W e  

s h o u l d  c o r d i a l l y  w e l c o m e  th e  f o r e i g n e r s  w h o  w a n t  to  s e t t l e  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s / B e l g i u m '  (22 .9  p e r  

c e n t  a g r e e  a n d  41 .6  p e r  c e n t  d i s a g r e e  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ;  28 p e r  c e n t  a g r e e  a n d  34 p e r  c e n t  

d i s a g r e e  in  F la n d e r s ) ;  (2) 'T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s  e n r i c h e s  o u r  s o c i e t y '  (37 p e r  c e n t  

a g r e e  a n d  40 .8  p e r  c e n t  d i s a g r e e  in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ;  45  p e r  c e n t  a g r e e  a n d  20  p e r  c e n t  d i s a g r e e  

in  F la n d e r s ) .  T h e s e  r e s p o n s e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  d i v e r g e  c o m p l e t e l y  f r o m  t h o s e  u s e d  in  th i s  s t u d y .  W e  

a r e  n o t  s u r e  w h e t h e r  t h o s e  e x a m p l e s  i l l u s t r a t e  a d i f f e r e n t  r e s p o n s e  s t y l e  o r  a c h a n g e  in  a t t i t u d e  

in  T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  s in c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  1990s  ( s e e  M u s k e n s  1995: 1 2 8 -2 9 ) .

5 By m e a s u r i n g  e d u c a t i o n  a s  a n  o r d i n a l  v a r i a b l e  -  a n d  n o t  a s  a c a t e g o r i c a l  v a r i a b l e  -  in  th e  m o d e l  

fo r  F l a n d e r s ,  i ts  e f fe c t  o n  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m  is n e a r l y  t o t a l l y  t a k e n  o v e r  b y  t h e  c a t e g o r y  ' e x e c u t i v e '  

in  th e  s o c ia l  c l a s s  v a r i a b l e .  T h i s  w a s  n o t  th e  c a s e  in  th e  D u t c h  m o d e l .  In  th e  D u t c h  e d u c a t i o n a l  

s y s t e m  it is  m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  u s e  th e  o r d i n a l  m e a s u r e  fo r  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  n o t  a c a t e g o r i c a l  o n e .  

T h i s  is a n  e x a m p l e  o f  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  m a y  a r i s e  w h e n  th e  s a m e  m e a s u r e m e n t s  a r e  u s e d  a c r o s s  

c u l t u r e s .  In  th e  F le m is h  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m ,  u p  to  t h e  197 0 s  v o c a t i o n a l  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  

w a s  a l r e a d y  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  ( t h e  h u m a n i t i e s )  in  t h e  f irs t  y e a r  o f  s e c o n d a r y  

e d u c a t i o n .  A  s u b s t a n t i a l  n u m b e r  o f  s t u d e n t s  w h o  f a i le d  in  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  s w i t c h e d  to  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  in  o r d e r  to  s t a r t  o v e r .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  

s o m e  o t h e r  v a r i a b l e s  m a y  b e  s o m e w h a t  d i s t u r b e d  o r  w e a k e n e d .
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