
European Constitutional Law

The European Union has existed for over half a century. Having started as the
‘Europe of the Six’ in a specific industrial sector, the Union today has
twenty-seven Member States and acts within almost all areas of social life.
The Union’s constitutional structures have evolved in parallel with this
immense growth. Born as an international organisation, the Union has devel-
oped into a constitutional Union of States. This new textbook analyses the
constitutional law of the European Union after Lisbon in a clear and structured
way. Examining the EU in a classic constitutional perspective, it explores the
central themes of the subject: the history and structure of the Union, the powers
and procedures of its branches of government, and the rights and remedies of
European citizens. A clear three-part structure and numerous illustrations will
facilitate understanding. Critical and comprehensive, this is required reading
for all students of European constitutional law.
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Preface

The European Union has existed for over half a century. Having started in 1952
as ‘the Europe of the Six’ in a specific industrial sector, the Union today has
twenty-seven Member States and acts within almost all areas of social life. The
Union’s constitutional structures have evolved in parallel with its vivid growth.
Born as an international organisation, the Union has developed into a mature
federation of States. The European Union thereby underwent its greatest ‘trans-
formation’ in the first decade of the twenty-first century. This fundamental
reform started in 2001 with the Laeken Declaration on the Future of the
EuropeanUnion and would – despite the failure of the 2004 ‘Treaty establishing
a Constitution for Europe’ – find its way into the 2007 Reform (Lisbon) Treaty.
And the Union after Lisbon is not the Union that it was before. This book
presents the structures and powers of this ‘renewed’ Union in ‘renewed’ con-
stitutional terms. It is the fruit of my lectures and writings during the –

tumultuous – last decade. Thanks go to many a colleague and friend, and
especially to Antonis Antoniadis, Amandine Garde, Konrad Lachmayer, as
well as Dieter and Isolde Schütze. On the editorial side, I profoundly thank
Sinéad Moloney of Cambridge University Press for her boundless patience and
professionalism. The book is dedicated to Pierre Pescatore – the greatest
twentieth century ‘painter’ of the European Union.
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Case 25/62, Plaumann v. Commission, [1963] ECR 95 272, 279
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Case C-145/88, Torfaen Borough Council, [1989] ECR I-3851 292
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(VJV-Centrum) Plus, [1990] ECR 3941 390
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4407 277, 309
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Case C-309/89, Codorniu v. Council, [1994] ECR I-1853 271
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