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Abstract We obtain an exact Kerr-like black hole solution
by solving the corresponding gravitational field equations in
Einstein-bumblebee gravity model where Lorentz symmetry
is spontaneously broken once a vector field acquires a vac-
uum expectation value. Results are presented for the purely
radial Lorentz symmetry breaking. In order to study the
effects of this breaking, we consider the black hole shadow
and find that the radial of the unstable spherical orbit on the
equatorial plane r. decreases with the Lorentz breaking con-
stant £ > 0, and increases with £ < 0. These shifts are similar
to those of Einstein-aether black hole. The effect of the LV
parameter on the black hole shadow is that it accelerates the
appearance of shadow distortion, and could be detected by
the new generation of gravitational antennas.

1 Introduction

After the first discovery of gravitational wave (GW) on
September 14, 2015 (GW150914) [1], Laser Interferometer
Gravitational wave Observatory (LIGO) has detected GW for
several times. It provides a direct confirmation for the exis-
tence of a black hole and, confirms that black hole mergers are
common in the universe, and will be observed in large num-
bers in the near future. On April 10, 2019, the Event Horizon
Telescope (EHT) Collaboration announced their first shadow
image of a supermassive black hole at the center of a neigh-
boring elliptical M87 galaxy [2]. With these two successive
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breaking discoveries, one can now understand the fundamen-
tal nature of spacetime really through experiments.

For the nature of spacetime, there is a most important prin-
ciple: Lorentz invariance(LI), which is a pillar of general rel-
ativity (GR) and the standard model(SM) of particle physics
which are both successful field theories describing universe.
The former describes gravitation at the classical level, and
the latter depicts particles and other three fundamental inter-
actions at the quantum level. However, LI should not be an
exact symmetry at all energies [3], particularly when one
considering quantum gravity effect, it should not be appli-
cable. Though both GR and SM based on LI and the back-
ground of spacetime, they handle their entities in profoundly
different manners. GR is a classical field theory in curved
spacetime that neglects all quantum properties of particles;
SM is a quantum field theory in flat spacetime that neglects
all gravitational effects of particles. For collisions of parti-
cles of 10°° eV energy (energy higher than Planck scale), the
gravitational interactions predicted by GR are very strong
and gravity should not be negligible [4]. So in this very high
energy scale, one have to consider merging SM with GR in
a single unified theory, known as “quantum gravity”, which
remains a challenging task. Lorentz symmetry is a continuous
spacetime symmetry and cannot exist in a discrete spacetime.
Therefore quantization of spacetime at energies beyond the
Planck energy, Lorentz symmetry is invalid and one should
reconsider giving up LI

Thus, the study of Lorentz violation (LV) is a valuable tool
to probe the foundations of modern physics. These studies
include LV in the neutrino sector [5], the standard-model
extension (SME) [6-8], LV in the non-gravity sector [9—11],
and LV effect on the formation of atmospheric showers [12].

The SME is an effective field theory describing the SM
coupled to GR, allowing for dynamical curvature modes, and
includes additional terms containing information about the
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LV occurring at the Plank scale [7,8]. The LV terms in the
SME take the form of Lorentz-violating operators coupled
to coefficients with Lorentz indices. The presence of LV in a
local Lorentz frame is signaled by a nonzero vacuum value
for one or more quantities carrying local Lorentz indices.
An explicit theory is the “bumblebee” model', where the LV
arises from the dynamics of a single vector or axial-vector
field B, known as the bumblebee field. It is a subset of
Einstein-aether theory and ruled by a potential exhibiting a
minimum rolls to its vacuum expectation value. Bumblebee
gravity was first used by Kostelecky and Samuel in 1989
[14,15] as a simple model for spontaneous Lorentz violating.

Seeking for black hole solutions are very important works
in any theory of gravity, because black holes provide into
the quantum gravity realm. In 2018, Casana et al. found an
exact Schwarzschild-like solution in this bumblebee gravity
model and investigated its some classical tests [16]. Then
Rong-Jia Yang et al. study the accretion onto this black hole
[17] and find the LV parameter £ will slow down the mass
accretion rate. However, rotating black hole solutions are
the most relevant subcases for astrophysics. These solutions
may be also provide exterior metric for rotating stars. So in
the present paper, we try to give an exact Kerr-like solution
through solving Einstein-bumblebee equations.

We then study black hole shadow and obtain some devi-
ations from GR and some LV gravity theories. The rest of
the paper is organized as follows. In Sect. 2 we provide the
background for the Einstein-bumblebee theory studied in this
paper. In Sect. 3, we derive the Kerr like solution by solving
the gravitational field equations. In Sect. 4, we study its black
hole shadow and find some effects of the Lorentz breaking
constant £. Section 5 is devoted to a summary.

2 Einstein-bumblebee theory

In the bumblebee gravity theory, the bumblebee vector field
B, acquires a nonzero vacuum expectation value, under a
suitable potential, inducing a spontaneous Lorentz symmetry
breaking in the gravitational sector. It is described by the
action,

1
167TGN

S = /d4x«/—g[ (R"‘QBMBVR;W)

1
—1B" B — V(B . @1

where o2 is a real coupling constant (with mass dimension
—1) which controls the non-minimal gravity interaction to

1 To the inspiration for this name, see Ref. [13].

2 If o = 0, it is the original KS (Kostelecky and Samuel) bumblebee
models [15].
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bumblebee field B, (with the mass dimension 1). The bum-
blebee field strength is defined by

By, = 0,B, — 0,B,,. (2.2)

Lorentz and/or C PT (charge, parity and time) violation is
triggered by the potential V (B*), whose functional form is
chosen as

V = V(B,B" £ b%), (2.3)

in which b? is a real positive constant. It provides a non-
vanishing vacuum expectation value (VEV) for bumblebee
field B,. This potential is supposed to have a minimum at
BB, £b* = 0and V'(b,b") = 0 to ensure the breaking of
the U (1) symmetry, where the field B, acquires a nonzero
VEYV, (B*) = b*. The vector b* is a function of the space-
time coordinates and has constant magnitude b, b* = Fb?,
where + signs mean that b* is timelike or spacelike, respec-
tively.

The action (2.1) yields the gravitational field equation in
vacuum

1
Ruv — Eg,wR =«TB (2.4)

where k = 87 Gy and the bumblebee energy momentum
tensor 7.5, is?

1
Ty = BuaB% = 7808 Bup — gV +2B, B,V

|
Q [EgWB“BﬁRaﬁ — B, B*Ryy — ByB Ry,

K

1 o 1 o 1 2/ pn
+§V¢Nu(3 Bv)+§vavv(B B“)_EV (B”By)

+

1
—3 8 Va Vs (BB . 2.5)

The prime denotes differentiation with respect to the argu-
ment,
aV(x)

V/
0x |lx=BrB,+b?

(2.6)

Using the trace of Eq. (2.4), we obtain the trace-reversed
version

Ruv = kTl +2kguV — kguyB* By V'
o o
+ZgWV2<B°'Ba> + ngvawB“Bﬂ). 2.7)

The equation of motion for the bumblebee field is

VHB,, =2V'B, — gB“R,w. (2.8)
In the remainder of this manuscript, we assume that the

bumblebee field is frozen at its VEV, i.e., it is fixed to be

B, = by, (2.9)

3 Tts first term should be plus sign as compared to that in Refs. [7,8,16].
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then the particular form of the potential driving its dynamics
is irrelevant. And consequently, we have V. = 0, V' = 0.
Then the first both terms in Eq. (2.5) are like those of the
electromagnetic field, the only difference are the coupling
terms to Ricci tensor. Under this condition, Eq. (2.7) leads to
gravitational field equations

R,y =0, (2.10)

with

— K

Ruv = Ryuv — kbuab®, + Zgwb“ﬁba,g + 0bub* Ry
+vabaR(xu - %guvbabﬁRaﬁ + B/,Ll)v

By = _g[vavﬂ(b“bv) + VoV, (b7, — vz(bubv)].
2.11)

In the next section, we find the rotating black hole solution
by using an elementary method in this Einstein-bumblebee
model.

3 Exact Kerr-like solution in Einstein-bumblebee model

In this section, we will give the exact Kerr-like solution
through solving Einstein-bumblebee equations.

Rotating black hole solutions are the most relevant sub-
cases for astrophysics. These solutions may be also provide
exterior metric for rotating stars. However, the generation of
such exact rotating solution to Einstein’s field equations is
very difficult due to the highly non-linear differential equa-
tions. Schwarzschild black hole solution was published in
1916 soon after GR was discovered [18]. But 47 years later,
in 1963, the rotating black hole solution was found by Kerr
[19]. So it is frequently alleged that the Kerr metric cannot
be derived by elementary methods (by inference from [20],
p. 877). But in 1982, Klotz used an elementary method to
reproduce Kerr solution [21,22]. Then it is used to derive
Kerr—Newman [22] and five dimensional Myers—Perry met-
ric [23]. In this method, the radiating stationary axially sym-
metric black hole metric have the general form [21,22]

ds?> = —y (£, 0)dt* + alp) — q©)]

x (d;2 +do% + %dqbz) —2¢(0)dtds, 3.1)

where «a is a constant inserted for dimensional reasons. The
time ¢ is given by

dt =dt — qdo, (3.2)
then Eq. (3.1) becomes
ds* = —y(.0)dt* +alp(¢) — q(O)1(dL* + do?)

HI1 = 7 (€. 0)1g*©0) + p()g(0)}dg?

—2q(O)[1 — y(¢.0)ldtd. (3.3)

We will use this metric ansatz to set up gravitational field
equations.

In this study, we focus on that the bumblebee field acquir-
ing a purely radial vacuum energy expectation since the
spacetime curvature has a strong radial variation when com-
pared with very slow temporal changes. So the bumblebee
field is spacelike and assumed to be
b, =(0,b(£,0),0,0). 34
By using the condition b, b =constant, the explicit form of
by is

by = (0, boy/a(p — q) , 0,0),

where b is a constant. Note that it is different from the elec-
tromagnetic field A, [22]. The bumblebee field strength is

3.5)

byv = duby — by (3.6)

Its nonzero components are by = —by; = aboq’ /2
/a(p — q), where the prime denotes to derivative to its argu-
ment. The other nonzero components of the quantity b} byy
are bibry = bibga = bq'*/4(p — ¢)*. And the quantity
b*Pbap = byq"/2a(p — q)°.

For the metric (3.3), the nonzero components of Ricci
tensor are R, Rigp, Rec, Reo, Roo, Reg, shown in the
appendix. Here we find that Bg@ = 0 and, give some of
gravitational field equations as following

Reo = (1+ ORep
_ K _
Ry = R + gn(zbaﬂba,s - %b{bcngg) + By,

3.7)
(3.8)

_ K _
Rig = Rup + g1 (55" bup - %b%CR;;) + By (3.9)

where £ = Qb%. The quantities R, B, B,(p are as

A Aal(p— @)A1+ 2Ap1]
Rep = ——2 P—4 = pil (3.10)
2A 4(p—qA
= Vil 4 1,
B :KI: + = e :I,
TN —9 T aap—ga’" T 1aa"
(3.11)
= qyi1 q2—1y) q
By =] - + L)
” 2a(p—q)  da(p—)a" " T 4an !
(3.12)

where A = ¢ + y(p — ¢), and the derivatives with respect
to ¢ and 6 are denoted by the suffixes 1 and 2, respectively.

R;@ = 0 showing that R is zero, then from Eq. (3.10),
we can assume that Ag =0or

A=y

Y2 = (3.13)
pP—9q
Then the function y can be given by
2h
e (3.14)
p() —q()

@ Springer
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The condition A, = 0 enables us to introduce a new inde-
pendent variable,

62/\/de,

where A = p —2h. So, derivatives with respect to { become

(3.15)

dp do dp —dp
p] -5 = A_9
d{ d;’ do do
d*p - d*p dp dh dp
_ _ALP _ner 3.16
PH=a =Rt (da) do do (3.16)

From the Egs. (2.10), (3.8) and (3.9), we can find the com-
bination that

gt¢>Rn - gttRup =0. (3.17)

This combination can be reduced to
@ 2 2 )
pl4 +0) PR 2992 +q; +2(1 + 0) pq
. ?
2
h(l+ —
(1+ )

—q[401 + e)—q — 2442 + 543

—4(1 + quz -2(p—@)%q

12(1 + 0)jpq ] —0, (3.18)

where dots denote derivatives with respect to o. Note that p
and £ are functions of o only, and ¢ is a 6 function, so we
must have

hp
h

where k, ¢, n are some constants. Then p = k = ¢/2 and
Eq. (3.18) can be reduced to

=k, pP=cp+n, h=0, (3.19)

40+ Ok — )g* — 2992 +q3 + (1 + Ocg® =
4k(1+ 0q® — 292 + 5¢3 + (1 + Ocq?

+4(1 4+ &ng = 0. (3.20)
They both give
g5 = —(1 + 0)(cq* + ng). (3.21)
We can obtain that
g= —% sin?[v/(1 + £)c/2). (3.22)
By setting the constants ¢ = 4/(1 4+ £) and n = —4a, it
becomes
g = (1 + £)asin®6. (3.23)
From the conditions (3.19), we find that

2

P=117 +a(l+4¢), h=co,
N 2(1 4+ &) c'o (3.24)

o2 +a(l +€2cos20)’

@ Springer

where ¢’ is a constant. After choosing o = /(€ + 1)/ar,
' =M/J({+ Daand ¢ = ¢/+/1 + £ for Boyer—Lindquist
coordinates, we can get that

r2 Mr 2Mr
p=—+al+1), h=—, y:l——z,
a a 0

(3.25)
where p? = r? 4 (1 4 £)a® cos? 6. Lastly, substituting these
quantities into Egs. (3.3) and (3.5), we can get the bumble-
bee field b, = (0, byp, 0, 0), and the rotating metric in the
bumblebee gravity

P _(1 2Mr)d ,  4Mray/1 j“in29dzd<p
p? o
0> 5 29 Asin? 60 5
—{—Zdr + p“d6° + ——d¢~, (3.26)
where
2
—2M
A= — Lhd A=+ (1 +0d)
—A( + 0)%a®sin® 6. (3.27)

If £ — 0, it recovers the usual Kerr metric. When a — 0, it
becomes

2M 1+¢
as = (1= Py g 1HE

dr® +r2de?
r 1-2M/r

+r%sin® 0d¢?, (3.28)

which is the same as that in Ref. [16]. The metric (3.26) rep-
resents a purely radial Lorentz-violating black hole solution
with rotating angular momentum a. It is singular at p> = 0
and at A = 0. The solution of p> = 0 is a ring shape physi-
cal singularity at the equatorial plane of the center of rotating
black hole with radius a. Its event horizons and ergosphere
locate at

L =ME+VM?2—a2(1+0),
r8 = M+ M2 — a>(1 + £) cos? 6,

(3.29)

where =+ signs correspond to outer and inner horizon/
ergosphere, respectively. It is easy to see that there exists
a black hole if and only if

M
la| < :
V144
Its Hawking temperature can be obtained from its surface
gravity [24]

(3.30)

K | —1dX gt(p
T=—,k=—=lm  ,|——, X=g4y— —.
2 2r—ry VX dr 8o

(3.31)

Inserting corresponding metric components in Eq. (3.26),
one get

VTN ()
A2 4+ (1 + 0)a?]
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Fig. 1 The left panel describes the effective potential. The right one shows the radius r. of the equatorial circular orbit

r4 — M
= . 3.32
2n /T4 €[r2 + (1 + 0)a?] 3-32)

4 Black hole shadow

In this section, we study some observational signatures on
the Lorentz-violating parameter ¢ by analyzing black hole
shadow with the metric (3.26), and try to find some deviation
from GR and some similarities to other LV black holes.

We introduce two conserved parameters & and 1 by

L, Q

= —, = —, 4.1
=42 1= 13 4.1
where E, L. and Q are the energy, axial component of the
angular momentum and Carter constant, respectively. Then
the null geodesics in the bumblebee rotating black hole space-

time are given by

dr de
2 / 2 /
—::l: R, —=:|: @,
P di P dx

dt
1+ z)Apzﬁ =A—2J1+ (Mrat,

d
a1+ 6)A—¢ =2V1+{Mra+ ——(p* — 2Mr),
di sin“ 0
4.2)
where A is the affine parameter and,
R(r) = [X(r) —a&]* — Aln + (£ — 1+ La)*],
O®) =n+ (1 +0)a’cos’6 — 2 cot? 0, (4.3)

with X (r) = [r> 4+ (1 +£)a*]/+/T + £. The radial motion in
Eqgs. (4.2) can be written in the form

Zdr 2
(0255) + Vers =0, d.4)

dxr

which is similar to the equation of motion of a classical par-
ticle. The effective potential is

4 2
r n+§ 2\ 2
= (5 )
S0 re Ty )
—ZM[(L — a)2 + ]r +a2n 4.5)
N4 1+¢ ’ '

which has the limit V,r¢(0) = 0, Vpr(r — 00) — —o0.
We plot the V, ¢ against r in Fig. 1 withn =0, a/M = 0.5
and & =&, +0.2.

Figure 1 shows that the photon starting from infinity will
meet a turning point, and then turns back to infinity. When
& = &, this turning point is an unstable spherical orbit which
gives the boundary of the shadow [25]. Figure 1 also shows
that the deviation from GR (Kerr): when LV constant £ > 0,
the turning point shifts to the left; when ¢ < 0, it shifts to the
right. These shifts are similar to those of the Einstein-aether
black hole [26], which is also a LV black hole.

The unstable spherical orbit on the equatorial plane is
given by the following equations

0% rv=0, B0 LR 0,0 we
2 dr dr?
which give the radius of the unstable orbit as
rci =2M (1 + cos 20),
6= %arccos[q:«/ﬂa/M],
& = 6M cost — «/I_—I-Za, “@.7)

where the upper sign is to direct orbits and the lower sign
to retrograde orbits. We plot the equatorial circular orbit r,
against a in Fig. 1. It shows that the r. decreases with £ > 0,
and increases with £ < 0, which are similar to those of the
noncommutative black hole [25].

For more generic orbits 8 # m /2 and n # 0, the solution
of Eq. (4.6), r = ry, gives the r —constant orbit, which is also

@ Springer
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a/M

Fig. 2 The shapes of the shadow with a/M = 0.79, 8 = 7 /2. The
black solid line is for Kerr black hole shadow

called spherical orbit. And the both conserved parameters of
the spherical orbits can be written as

r2GM —ry) — (1 4+ 0a*(M +ry)

5 = I+ ta(ry — M) ’
3 2 _ _ 2
ne = r 41 +£0)Ma ry(ry —3M)“] 8)

(1 +Oa*(rs — M)?

Nextly, the two celestial coordinates, which are used to
describe the shape of the shadow that an observers seen in
the sky, can be given by

o =—§csch, p= \/ns +a%cos?0 —E2cot? 0. (4.9)

We show the shapes of the shadow in Fig. 2.

The Fig. 2 shows that the distortion of the shadow when
this LV black hole rotates fasta /M = 0.79. With the increase
of the LV parameter ¢, its left endpoint moves to the right
obviously, and then the right endpoint moves to the right
slightly. As for Kerr black hole, the similarly distortion occurs
tilla/M > 0.98. So this is the effect of the LV parameter on
the black hole shadow, i.e., accelerating the appearance of
shadow distortion. If this LV parameter £ is not very small,
the derivation of black hole shadow from Kerr black hole
may be observed in the near future black hole shadow image
events.

5 Summary

In this paper, we have studied the stationary, axisymmet-
ric, asymptotically flat black hole solutions of Einstein-

@ Springer

bumblebee theory in the 4-dimensional spacetime. In this
model, a vector field, termed bumblebee, couples to the
spacetime curvature and acquires a vacuum expectation
value, which induces Lorentz symmetry spontaneously bro-
ken. In the case of purely radial Lorentz symmetry breaking,
we have achieved a new exact rotating solution to the gravi-
tational field equations. When angular momentum a — 0, it
can recover Schwarzschild like solution [16]; when LV con-
stant £ — 0, it can recover Kerr black hole solution. We then
give the positions of horizons and its Hawking temperature.

With this given black hole solution, we can find some LV
effects by astronomical observations. In order to obtain these
effects of LV constant ¢, we study the black hole shadow
since the first shadow image of a black hole is released by
EHT Collaboration on April 10, 2019 [2]. It shows that the
deviation from GR (Kerr black hole): when LV constant £ >
0, the turning point of the effective potential shifts to the
left (or the equatorial circular orbit r. decreases); when £ <
0, it shifts to the right (or the equatorial circular orbit r.
increases). These shifts are similar to those of the Einstein-
aether black hole [26], which is also a LV black hole. And
the effect of the LV parameter on the black hole shadow
is that it accelerates the appearance of shadow distortion.
These difference could be detected by the new generation of
gravitational antennas.
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Appendix A: Some quantities

In this appendix, we showed the covariant derivatives with
b*b, in Eq. (2.11) and the nonezero components of Ricci
tensor for the metric (3.3).
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VeV (b*by) = 3 [V, (b*by)] + T, Vi (b7hy)
L5, Ve (bby) — T3, Vi (b%by)
= 3410, (b"by) — T'F b%b; + T b7h,]
+0g (8, (b by) + T, by — T),b"by]
—T5,[0:(b%by) + T%b/b, — T b%b;]
—T5, (0,6 Dby + T2 b by — T b%By],

(A1)
V2(buby) = g% Vy Vi (buby). (A.2)
vi1+ 2 2 2
Ry = S [ —
tt oy AT (Vl +V2) (p—q)
+2y2g2(1 = y) — ypiyi]
+ 2 2020 =y =], (A3
4gA%
R 40 tyn)
¢ 2%
q
2 2—y)+3 1—
o> [P171Q2—y)+3q:2(1 —y)

+(r—q (V12 + V22>]
_ﬁ [2A [21292 — (1 = ¥)q22]
+[2v a1 =) = v2paa}

1 2
S 1—y), Ad
4qA2quz( Y) (A4)

P—q 1

R - + —_— —
e X Vil 4A(612J/2 P1Y1)

(P —9)? » [5A—3q V_2:|P_12
anr Tt A -9 T g ] A2
plg+A) 5, (QA-3q)

= > 42 = pu
4gA(p —q) 2A(p —q)
q22
+—, (A.5)
2(p—q)
Reo = — _-q7/22
N 1 <2p +3A )
4A A q272 P1Y1
r—a)3? , g+A
+ X2 2 ~ 2pl
4A 4A(p —q)
(pq+q5—3q5)qz2_ i
2qA(p —q) 2(p—q)
2(p —q) y?
+ [—y3 + (p* = 5pq + 10g%) =
q q
2p% — 11pg + 144>
q9(p—q)
2(p? —3pq + 34> 2
(p pq +3q )} 95 (A6)
(p—q)? 4A2° '

Repg =

q* (v +y2)
2%
- +3g —

s [q(p q—qy)pini
+(p* + pg — 492 = 3pY)ag>
~(p—9)a* (7 +77)]

qy 2
415
aax

1
S 2 —2
22[6117114-(17-1- q — 2y)q22]

2
a5 2 2 3
+—=— —2g°(1 — , A7
4qAE[p y —2q°(1 —y)’] (A7)

where ¥ = a(p — q).
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