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cal structures function to express meaning in context. While
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Preface

This book is an introduction to Role and Reference Grammar, which updates the
presentation of the theory presented in Syntax: structure, meaning and function.
It includes the major developments in the theory since the publication of Syntax
in 1997. It can be used as a textbook for teaching Role and Reference Grammar,
and while it does not contain any exercises, the exercises from Syntax can be used
with this book as well. The following table relates the exercises from the earlier
book to the chapter topics in this one.

Exercises in Syntax Chapter in this book

Chapter 2 Chapter 1
Chapters 3, 4 Chapter 2
Chapter 5 Chapter 3
Chapter 6 Chapter 4
Chapter 7 Chapter 5
Chapter 8 Chapter 6
Chapter 9 Chapter 7

These exercises (with password-protected solutions) are available online
www.cambridge.org/052101056X.

This book has benefited greatly from comments and suggestions from many
people over the course of its long gestation. I would especially like to thank
the many participants in courses on Role and Reference Grammar, both at the
University at Buffalo and at universities around the world, for their indispens-
able insights, comments and suggestions, especially Jeruen Dery, Klaus Michael
Geyer, Anja Latrouite, Heike Lehnert, Mark Miller, John Roberts and Janick
Wrona. I would also like to thank Delia Bentley, Balthasar Bickel, Daniel Everett,
Rolf Kailuweit, Craig Kopris, Kwee Tjoe Liong, Beth Levin, Laura Michaelis,
Toshio Ohori, Mitsuaki Shimojo, Richard Weist and David Wilkins for their valu-
able input.
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A, ACT actor
AT actor of transitive verb
ABS absolutive
ACC accusative
ACS accessible
ACV activated
ADV adverb
AFD actual focus domain
ANTI antipassive
AOR aorist
APPL applicative
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AUH actor–undergoer hierarchy
AUX auxiliary
BNU brand new – unanchored
CAUS causative
CL classifier
CLM clause-linkage marker
CONT continuative
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dl dual
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