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Abstract: Substantial improvement is needed in efficient and affordable decolorization and disinfec-
tion methods to solve the issues caused by dyes and harmful bacteria in water and wastewater. This
work involves the photocatalytic degradation of methylene blue (MB) as well as gram-negative and
gram-positive bacteria by cobalt-doped tin oxide (Co-SnO2) nanoparticles (NPs) and Co-SnO2/SGCN
(sulfur-doped graphitic carbon nitride) nanocomposites (NCs) under sunlight. The coprecipitation
approach was used to synthesize the photocatalysts. Maximum methylene blue (MB) photocatalytic
degradation was seen with the 7% Co-SnO2 NPs compared to other (1, 3, 5, and 9 wt.%) Co-SnO2 NPs.
The 7% Co-SnO2 NPs were then homogenized with different amounts (10, 30, 50, and 70 weight %)
of sulfur-doped graphitic carbon nitride (SGCN) to develop Co-SnO2/SGCN heterostructures with
the most significant degree of MB degradation. The synthesized samples were identified by mod-
ern characterization methods such as FT-IR, SEM, EDX, UV-visible, and XRD spectroscopies. The
Co-SnO2/50% SGCN composites showed a significant increase in MB degradation and degraded 96%
of MB after 150 min of sunlight irradiation. Both gram-negative (E. coli) and gram-positive (B. subtiles)
bacterial strains were subjected to antibacterial activity. All samples were shown to have vigorous
antibacterial activity against gram-positive and gram-negative bacteria, but the Co-SnO2/50% SGCN
composites exhibited the maximum bactericidal action. Thus, the proposed NC is an efficient or-
ganic/inorganic photocatalyst that is recyclable and stable without lowering efficiency. Hence,
Co-SnO2/50% SGCNNC has the potential to be employed in water treatment as a dual-functional
material that simultaneously removes organic pollutants and eradicates bacteria.

Keywords: Co-SnO2; photocatalytic degradation; bactericidal; sunlight; composites

1. Introduction

Human activities such as industrialization and urbanization are increasing day by
day with the increase of urbanization [1]. Organic pollutants such as industrial dyes
and agricultural wastes are the major causes of aquatic pollution, due to which human
health and its ecosystem are affected badly [2–5]. Pharmaceutical, chemical, and textile
industries dispose of organic pollutants and dyes directly into the environment and produce
colored wastewater [4–7]. Textile industries are releasing about 10–50 mg/L of dye during
the dying process which is a high enough concentration to pollute water along with
colors [8]. In developing countries, 1.6 million deaths per year occur just because of
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drinking contaminated, untreated water [9,10]. Methylene blue is the most commonly used
synthetic cationic industrial dye and is used for silk, wood, and cotton dyeing [11–14]. Long-
term exposure to methylene blue causes serious health risks in humans, including increased
heart rate, eye injury, shocks, vomiting, and necrosis [14,15]. Due to their complex structure,
organic pollutants are resistant to degradation by simple treatment methods [16–18].

Advanced oxidation processes (AOPs) have huge potential for treating a wide range
of contaminants along with improving wastewater biodegradability [15–17]. For indus-
trial wastewater treatment, photodegradation by photocatalysis is regarded as an ad-
vantageous technique due to its low-cost photons, lower toxicity, and lack of secondary
pollution [18–23]. Heterogenous catalysis is involved in photocatalytic degradation, where
sunlight is absorbed by semiconductor photocatalysts. As a result, electron-hole pairs are
generated, which then interact with contaminants and give carbon dioxide and water as
the final products [20,24–26].

For the degradation of organic pollutants, many types of photocatalysts are used,
such as metal oxides, metal sulfides semiconductors, and nanomaterials. Among these
materials, oxides (for example SnO2, ZnO, TiO2, CuO, and Fe2O3) are extremely impor-
tant and are widely used in the degradation of pollutants and dyes [27–31]. SnO2 have
great importance and have an energy band gap of 3.5 to 3.8 eV, which falls under the UV
region [32]. Tin oxide, such as titanium oxide, exhibits high photocatalytic activity due to
its rutile structure [33]. It is widely used in chemical sensors, transparent electrodes, solar
cells, and gas sensors because of its excellent properties [34–36]. Tin oxide (SnO2) can be
synthesized by various methods such as Hydrothermal, Coprecipitation, Sol-gel, Solvother-
mal, and Thermal decomposition [37–40]. Coprecipitation is a wet chemical method that
is widely used for the synthesis of nanomaterials because it is an energy-efficient, simple,
low-temperature technique that also provides homogeneity [41–45]. Kim et al. adopted the
coprecipitation method in order to prepare tin oxide particles in the nanosize range. Synthe-
sized SnO2 nanoparticles were used for the photodegradation of methylene blue [46]. The
co-precipitation approach for the manufacture of SnO2 nanoparticles was demonstrated by
Tazikeh et al. [47].

However, the tin oxide can be photoactivated only by UV irradiation due to its large
band gap. It accounts for only 4–5% of solar radiation, leaving a significant portion of
solar energy unaccounted for [48,49]. By doping tin oxide with suitable metal such as
cobalt, the band gap can be reduced, which lies in the visible region [50,51]. Further-
more, n-type semiconductors used in the fabrication of S-scheme photocatalysts with
an appropriate band gap can improve the optical and photocatalytic properties of the
material [52,53]. Cobalt-doped tin oxide nanoparticles and sulphur-doped graphitic car-
bon nitride have been recommended for S-scheme Co-SnO2/SGCN heterojunction. In
previous projects, the removal of pollutants with Co-SnO2 [42,48], SnO2/r GO [54,55],
TiO2/SnO2 [56], g-C3N4/rGO/SnO2 [57] has been reported.

In this project, the synthesis of tin oxide, cobalt-doped tin oxide with various percent-
ages of cobalt (1, 3, 5, 7, and 9), and 7% Cobalt doped tin oxide composites with various
percentages of sulphur doped graphitic carbon nitride (10, 30, 50, 70) were prepared by the
simple and facile coprecipitation method. Photodegradation of methylene blue dye was car-
ried out with these synthesized photocatalysts under sunlight. Both gram-negative (E. coli)
and gram-positive (B. subtiles) bacterial strains were subjected to antibacterial activity.

2. Experimental
2.1. Materials

Distilled water, Cobalt nitrate hexahydrate (Co(NO3)2.6H2O) (purity 98%, sigma-
Aldrich), Tin chloride dihydrate (SnCl2.2H2O) (98%, sigma-Aldrich), Sodium hydroxide
(NaOH) (purity 98%, sigma-Aldrich), Thiourea CH4 N2S, (AppliChem, 98% purity) Nutri-
ent agar, Nutrient broth Microgen and MB (C16H18ClN3S) Simpsons.
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2.2. Synthesis of SnO2 Nanoparticles

Chemical precipitation was used to produce tin oxide nanoparticles. SnCl2.2H2O was
used as a source of tin. In this method, 5 g of tin chloride dihydrate was weighed and
dissolved into 100 mL of distilled water by continuous vigorous stirring on a magnetic
stirrer at room temperature for 20 to 30 min, obtaining a clear and homogeneous solution.
Then a 1 M solution of NaOH was added dropwise into the solution on constant stirring
until pH reached 8. On observing white precipitates, the solution was filtered with filter
paper (Grade 42) and washed again and again in order to remove chloride ions until the pH
was maintained at seven, which was continually checked with pH meter. After washing,
the precipitates were dried in an oven at 70 ◦C for 24 h. After that, the precipitates were
annealed in a muffle furnace at 600 ◦C for 3 h. The obtained tin oxide was ground with a
mortar and pestle to obtain powdered tin oxide.

2.3. Synthesis of Co-SnO2

A chemical precipitation method was used to synthesize a series of Co-doped SnO2
by varying the cobalt percentage (1, 3, 5, 7, and 9 wt.%). For the synthesis of 1% Co-
doped SnO2, 0.063 g of cobalt nitrate hexahydrate and 4.129 g of tin chloride dihydrate
were dissolved in 100 mL of distilled water on vigorous and constant stirring with the
magnetic stirrer. Stirring continued until a clear and homogenous solution was obtained.
The pH was then kept at seven by adding drops of a 1 M solution of NaOH to the stirring
solution, resulting in the observation of white precipitates. The solution was filtered and
washed again and again to remove chloride ions. The precipitates were then dried in an
oven at 70 ◦C for 24 h. Dried precipitates were annealed for 3 h in a muffle furnace in
an air atmosphere at 600 ◦C. The obtained material was ground in a mortar and pestle to
obtain powdered cobalt-doped tin oxide nanoparticles. The same procedure was used to
synthesize 3, 5, 7, and 9 wt.% cobalt-doped tin oxide nanoparticles. The amount of cobalt
salt and tin salts for the composition of cobalt-doped tin oxide is mentioned in Table 1.

Table 1. Composition of Co-SnO2 nanoparticles.

Percentage SnCl2.2H2O (g) Co(NO3)2.6H2O (g)

1% 4.129 0.063

3% 4.817 0.187

5% 4.712 0.315

7% 4.607 0.447

9% 4.515 0.576

2.4. Synthesis of Sulfur Doped Graphitic Carbon Nitride

Sulfur-doped graphitic carbon nitride was synthesized by the thermal polycondensa-
tion method from thiourea. For this purpose, the calculated amount of thiourea is weighed,
placed in a crucible, and kept in a muffle furnace under an air atmosphere at a temperature
starting from 25 ◦C. Heat at this temperature for half an hour at a rate of 5 ◦C per minute
until the temperature reaches 550 ◦C. The yellow-colored material was obtained, which
was ground into fine powder.

2.5. Synthesis of Co-SnO2/SGCN Nanocomposites

Chemical precipitation was used to create a series of cobalt-doped tin oxide com-
posites with sulfur-doped graphitic carbon nitride by altering the percentage of SGCN
(10, 30, 50, and 70 wt.%). For this purpose, 0.27 g of sulphur-doped graphitic carbon nitride
was dissolved in 100 mL of solution and sonicated for 15 min. After 15 min, this solution
was put on the stirrer to add 4.600 g of SnCl2.2H2O to the solution of SGCN in 100 mL
of water. Then, as a cobalt source, 0.447 g of cobalt nitrate hexahydrate was added to
the vigorously stirring solution. It is stirred continually until a clear and homogeneous
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solution is observed. To achieve pH 8, a 1 M solution of NaOH was added dropwise. When
white precipitates were observed, the solution was filtered with filter paper and washed
with distilled water to remove chloride ions until the pH maintained at 7. After washing,
the precipitates were dried in an oven at 60 ◦C for 24 h. This dried material was then
placed into the muffle furnace in an air atmosphere at 600 ◦C for 3 h. Cobalt-doped tin
oxide composites with SGCN were ground to a fine powder in a mortar and pestle. The
remaining percentage of composites was also prepared in the same way, and the amount of
salt for each series is given in Table 2.

Table 2. Composition of Co-SnO2/SGCN NCs.

Sr. No % Age of SGCN in NCs SnCl2.2H2O (g) Co(NO3)2.6H2O (g) Sulfur Doped Graphitic Carbon Nitride

1 10% 4.607 0.447 0.275 g

2 30% 4.607 0.447 0.827 g

3 50% 4.607 0.447 1.379 g

4 70% 4.607 0.447 1.931 g

2.6. Material Characterization

Various synthesized nanoparticles and nanocomposites were characterized by using
various techniques. The crystalline structure was determined by a powder X-ray diffrac-
tometer with a scan rate of 0.2◦ s−1 ranging from 20 to 80◦. Cu Kα radiation (k = 1.54056 Å)
was applied at 40 kV and 30 mA. The surface morphology of synthesized materials was
examined by transmission electron microscope (TEM, JEOL-JEM-1230). FTIR analysis to
obtain the functional group study was carried out on FTIR spectrometer in the range of
4000–400 cm−1. The photocatalytic degradation efficacy of samples was measured by a
UV-visible spectrophotometer (Shimadzu 1700) with a wavelength range of 200–800 nm.
The percentage of elemental composition was obtained by using energy-dispersive spec-
troscopy (EDS).

2.7. Photocatalytic Activity

To check the photocatalytic activity of prepared materials, methylene blue was used as
a standard pollutant. The photocatalytic efficiency of pure tin oxide, doped with cobalt and
composite with SCN against methylene blue was monitored via UV-Visible spectroscopy.
For this purpose, 0.2 g of prepared photocatalysts was dissolved in 100 mL of methylene
blue solution (0.12 g/L in distilled water) in petri dishes. After sonicating the solution for
15 min, it was placed in darkness for 30 min to reach absorption-desorption equilibrium.
After that, solutions were placed under the irradiation of sunlight (68–73 klux) until they
were completely degraded. Five mL of aliquots were taken from each sample after 30 min
interval, and changes in the absorption band (664 nm) were recorded using the UV-Vis
spectrum. This was done to look into photocatalytic activity.

2.8. Antibacterial Activity

The antibacterial activity of tin oxide, cobalt-doped tin oxide, and composites with
Sulphur doped graphitic carbon nitride were studied by the agar-well diffusion method.
For this purpose, strains of gram-positive (B. subtiles) and gram-negative (E. coli) were examined.

2.8.1. Preparation of Inoculum

Inoculum for both positive and negative strains was prepared separately by dissolving
0.32 g nutrient broth in 25 mL of distilled water and then stirring for 15 min. After 15 min,
flasks were taken out of the autoclave and cooled to room temperature. In this solution,
2–3 drops of bacterial strains were added. Both the flasks were then placed in the shaker
for 24 h.
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2.8.2. Preparation of Petri Plates

First of all, Petri dishes were sterilized in an autoclave and divided into four sections
with permanent markers. These sections included one blank hole and three holes for sample
solutions with varying concentrations. Next, 4 g of nutrient agar and 2 g of nutrient broth
were added to a flask containing 100 mL of distilled water. This mixture was sterilized
in an autoclave and then boiled for 5–10 min. The mixture was poured into petri dishes,
which were already prepared and kept in a laminar flow cabinet. When the mixture was
cooled down, the inoculum was spread on the surface of the gel. When it was completely
dry, small wells were bored with a borer in each section. Standard solutions of varying
concentrations, i.e., 100 ppm, 150 ppm, 200 ppm, and 250 ppm solutions, were poured into
the wells with the help of a micropipette. All the petri dishes were placed in the incubator
for 24 h. Results were obtained by measuring the diameter of the zone of inhibition (ZOI),
which was compared with the blank hole.

3. Results and Discussion
3.1. XRD Analysis

The crystallinity and crystalline structure of all the samples were analyzed by X-ray
diffractometer at 10–80◦. The diffraction patterns are given in Figure 1. The obtained
pattern for SnO2 revealed that no additional impurity peaks appeared in the pattern. It
is revealed that all the diffraction peaks are according to the tetragonal rutile structure of
SnO2. The obtained pattern shows 11 peaks with 2θ, which are due to (110), (101), (200),
(211), (220), (002), (310), (112), (301), (202), (321) facets of crystals. All these diffraction peaks
are correctly matched with the reported values given in ICDD 01-088-0287 and JCPDS
00-072-1147 [32]. This result shows that the pattern of 5% Co-SnO2 exactly resembles that
of pure tin oxide peaks in an XRD pattern with a decrease in peak intensity and a slight
shift of the (101) peak. However, by doping cobalt and changing the lattice parameters, the
average grain size is decreased. So, crystallinity increases by doping tin oxide with cobalt.
This is because Co2+ has a smaller ionic radius (0.060 nm) than Sn4+ (0.069 nm) and has
lower valence states than the host Sn4+ cations [32,58]. Figure 1 shows the XRD record for
sulphur-doped graphitic carbon nitride. Two unique peaks may be detected in this pattern,
at 13.02◦ and 27.3◦, which correspond to the crystal’s 100 and 002 facets, respectively. The
effective synthesis of sulphur-doped graphitic carbon nitride is documented in JCPDS
number 00-087-1526. Figure 1, shows the X-ray diffraction pattern of a nanocomposite of
50 percent sulphur doped graphitic carbon nitride and 7 percent cobalt-doped tin oxide
(7% Co-SnO2/50% SGCN). Various peaks can be observed in this diffractogram. The
peaks at 27.4◦ and a minor peak at 14◦ are due to the presence of sulphur-doped graphitic
carbon nitride in the 002 facet. The presence of Co-doped SnO2 is confirmed by the other
peaks located at (110), (101), (200), (211), (220), (002), (310), (112), (301), (202), (321). The
intensity of the peaks obtained from the XRD pattern of 7% Co-SnO2/50% SGCN was
lower than that of pure SnO2 nanoparticles and 7% cobalt-doped tin oxide nanoparticles.
Moreover, peak broadening with a slight shift towards lower theta at 27.08◦ to 26.86◦ was
observed which confirms the successful synthesis of the nanocomposite, which contains
cobalt-doped tin oxide and 50% sulphur-doped graphitic carbon nitride. These results
indicate that by inserting SGCN in cobalt-doped tin oxides nanoparticle, the growth of
grain size is reduced, which provides high porosity and a large surface area. The average
crystallite size calculated for SnO2 and Co-SnO2 using the Scherrer equation from XRD
data was found to be 15 nm and 13 nm respectively.

3.2. Morphology and Elemental Composition Analysis

EDX spectrum of SnO2, Co-SnO2, and Co-SnO2 composite with SGCN are shown
in Figure 2a–c. The spectrum of SnO2 (Figure 2a) and Co-SnO2 (Figure 2b) revealed the
existence of tin (Sn), oxygen (O), and cobalt (Co) elements with slightly higher atomic
and weight percentages of tin. Similarly, the EDX spectrum of Co-SnO2 composite with
SGCN (Figure 2c), shows the existence of carbon ©, cobalt (Co), nitrogen (N), oxygen (O),
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sulfur (S), and tin (Sn) elements. The percentage composition of these components is also
given along with the elemental spectrum. Detected elements in the EDX spectrum, confirm
the successful synthesis of the Co-SnO2/SGCN composite.

Figure 1. XRD pattern of SnO2, 7%Co-SnO2, SGCN, and 7%Co-SnO2/50% SGCN.
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Figure 3a–c shows SEM images used to describe the morphological structure of
SnO2, Co-SnO2 NPs, and Co-SnO2/SGCNNCs. The SEM images of SnO2 (Figure 3a)
and Co-SnO2 NPs (Figure 3b) exhibit spherical morphology with enough agglomeration.
The images in Figure 3c reveal the morphology of SGCN/Co-SnO2 NCs. These images
also show a high degree of agglomeration, and the distinction between NPs and SGCN is
not possible.
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3.3. FTIR Analysis

To reveal the functional group analysis, FTIR is an important technique [59,60]. Sam-
ples of SnO2, 7% Co-SnO2, and 7% Co-SnO2/50% SGCN were examined using an FTIR
spectrometer in the range of 4000–400 cm−1. Figure 4 represents the FTIR spectra of the
above-mentioned nanomaterial.

The peak at 3300–3400 cm−1 is due to the O–H stretching vibration, which is most likely
related to the fact that the spectrum was not captured in situ and some water adsorption
from the surrounding environment occurred. Another band is observed at 1600–1700 cm−1,
which represents the vibrational peak of C=O. A peak at 1087 cm−1 has also appeared,
which represents C-O bond stretching. This may occur due to the release of CO2 during
annealing in the furnace A minor peak of Sn-OH is also observed at 1250 cm−1. The peak
of the O-Sn-O functional group of tin oxide is observed at about 638, 632, and 620 cm−1 for
SnO2, 7% Co-SnO2, and 7% Co-SnO2/50% SGCN respectively, which ensures the presence
of crystalline phase of tin oxide. The positions, widths, and forms of IR peaks change
dramatically after Co doping, showing that the Co ion has been integrated into the SnO2
host. Furthermore, due to the modest quantity of cobalt concentration utilized, the peak
position and intensity for Co-doped tin oxide barely changed. Shifting of metal-oxygen
peak from 638 to 620 cm−1, as well as other peaks, also shifted towards higher wavelengths
and lower wavenumber. The shifting of peaks towards the lower region shows a red shift
or bathochromic effect on absorbance in the visible region. These results confirm that Co
ions have been substituted into the regular lattice of the SnO2 site. Furthermore, due to
the modest quantity of SGCN, the peak position and intensity for Co-doped tin oxide
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nanoparticles and composites barely changed. When cobalt-doped tin oxide is attached to
SGCN, it clearly indicates a red shift, which causes absorption in the visible region.
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3.4. Optical Properties

All the synthesized nanomaterials were examined using UV-visible spectroscopy, and
Figure 5a shows the respective absorption spectra. While the band gap calculation of
prepared samples was done by following equations:

E = hv =
1240

λ
(1)

and

α =
4π(Absorbance)

λ
(2)

The relation among E and α can be given as:

(αhv) = B(hv − Hg)1/2 (3)

Equations (1)–(3) were used to draw Tauc’s plot for pure tin oxide nanoparticles. From
Tauc’s plot, the observed band gaps of pure tin oxide nanoparticles and SGCN were found at
3.42 eV and 2.78 eV, respectively. These values were very close to the reported values [60,61].
The results showed a remarkable reduction in the band gap of Co-SnO2, which was obtained
at 3.21 eV. Similarly, the estimated band gap for 7% Co-SnO2/50% SGCN was noted at
2.59 eV. These results showed a remarkable reduction in the band gap of nanocomposites
and doped nanoparticles as compared to pure tin oxide, which played a vital role in
the photocatalytic degradation of methylene blue. Figure 5b shows band gaps for SnO2,
7% Co-SnO2, SGCN, and 7% Co-SnO2/50% SGCN.

3.5. Photocatalytic Study

The photocatalytic proficiency of the photocatalysts (SnO2 and Co-SnO2 NPs, and
Co-SnO2/50% SGCN NCs) was assessed against a model dye (MB) by checking their
dye degradation capability under sunlight. employing a UV-Vis spectrophotometer with
a 200–700 nm wavelength range. The UV-visible spectra exhibited that the absorbance
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intensity of MB for all the doped nanoparticles decreased with increasing time, indicating
an increase in the degradation of MB. At the same time, the rate of degradation of methylene
blue with various concentrations of synthesized nanomaterials was determined by the
following equation.

Rate = C/Co

Figure 6b shows the photocatalytic efficiency of SnO2 and (1, 3, 5, 7, and 9 wt.%)
Co-SnO2 NPs against MB. From Figure 6a,b, it can be seen that 7% Co-SnO2 NPs showed
the maximum degradation of MB (83% in 150 min) as compared to other fabricated samples.
From Figure 6b, the plots of C/Co versus time for the degradation of MB in the presence
of photocatalysts show that the pure SnO2 degraded less dye than the nanoparticles of
Co-SnO2. The reason for the highest degradation by 7% Co-SnO2 is that Co ions and
oxygen states that act as electron and hole pair trapping centers introduce defect levels
between the conduction and valance bands. These trapping centers reduce the recombina-
tion of electron-hole pairs and increase photocatalytic activity. However, photocatalytic
activity was increased at the optimal level of cobalt doping (7%); after that, the photo-
catalytic activity began to decrease. When there is a high level of doping, it provides
recombination centers for electron-hole pair recombination and decreases photocatalytic
activity [58,62,63]. The bar graph in Figure 6c shows the final % degradation of MB dye by
various Co-SnO2 NPs after 150 min.

To make Co-SnO2 work better as a photocatalyst, SGCN was used as a substrate to
make nanocomposites of it. The catalytic performance of the produced NCs was tested
under sunlight every 15 min, using the same procedure as in Section 2.7. Following
the method described by Qamar et al. the photocatalysts were left in the dark until
an adsorption-desorption equilibrium was reached between the dye and the NCs [64].
Nanocomposites exhibited better absorption than pure tin oxide and cobalt-doped tin
oxide, which led to a higher degradation rate. From Figure 7a,b, it can be seen that
the Co-SnO2/50% SGCN nanocomposites showed the highest degradation among all the
samples, and it degraded 98% of the MB dye in 120 min. The good photocatalytic activity
of 7% Co-SnO2/50% SGCN is ascribed to the formation of good heterojunction between
Co-SnO2 and SGCN, which prevents electron-hole pair recombination. The good synergetic
impact between Co-SnO2 and SGCN provides more defects in the heterostructure, which
provides more sites for the dye to attach. Then the attached dye is more susceptible
to degradation.
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Figure 7c presents the bar graph of the % degradation of MB by NCs. It is evident
from the graph that the lowest degradation rate is shown by the methylene blue solu-
tion, which is kept without a photocatalyst. The methylene blue degradation rate with
7% Co-SnO2/50% SGCN nanocomposite is faster than all other composites, as shown in
Figure 8b,c. A further increase in SGCN concentrations > 50% decreases the catalytic
efficiency and suppresses MB’s degradation. It means that the optimum concentration of
SGCN to enhance photocatalytic activity is 50%. The photocatalytic effectiveness of the
7% Co-SnO2/50% SGCN NC is higher than that of the previously reported composites be-
cause Co-SnO2 and SGCN successfully formed good heterojunctions [60–68]. The transport
and separation of e− and h+ in the composite may also be facilitated by cobalt atoms.
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Superoxide radicals(·O2
−), hydroxyl radicals(·OH), and photogenerated holes (h+)

are often the main active species for the degradation of organic contaminants in wa-
ter. The importance of active species (·OH, h+, and ·O2

−) in the photocatalytic reaction
was investigated in order to explore the photodegradation mechanism of MB by the
Co-SnO2/50% SGCN catalyst (Figure 8). Particularly, benzoquinone (BQ) was used to trap
·O2

−, isopropanol (IPA) was used to trap ·OH, and EDTA-2Na was used to capture holes
(h+). The efficiency of MB deterioration was reduced by 88% after adding benzoquinone.
However, the degradation rates of MB were only significantly reduced by 65% and 31%,
respectively, by IPA and EDTA-2Na. The scavenging effect of the free radicals is given by
the bar graph as shown in Figure 8. The results showed that, instead of holes (h+), the ·OH
and ·O2

− are the major reactive species involved in photocatalytic dye degradation.
The MB photodegradation recycling experiment evaluated the stability of Co-SnO2/50%

SGCN NCs. The photocatalytic efficiency curve of Co-SnO2/50% SGCN NCs against MB
for five cycles under sunlight is shown in Figure 9a. In the sixth cycle, 90% of the MB
is degraded, compared to 98% in the first cycle. This suggests that photocatalysis slows
down less and is more stable. After five degradation experiments, the XRD showed only a
slight decrease in peak intensities (Figure 9b). This experiment validates the stability of
the fabricated composite. Homogeneous hybridization of SGCN layers and Co-SnO2 NPs
enhances the stability of Co-SnO2/50% SGCN NCs. Table 3 compares the photocatalytic
effectiveness of Co-SnO2/SGCN NCs to earlier works.

Antibacterial activity was performed against gram-positive (B. subtilis) and gram-
negative bacteria (E. coli). The observed ZOI without light irradiation during the antibac-
terial activity experiment was negligible, indicating that the substances themselves were
not toxic to E. coli and B. subtilis. Table 4 shows the antibacterial activity of pure tin oxide,
cobalt-doped tin oxide, and its composite with sulphur-doped graphitic carbon nitride
at various concentrations i.e., at 100 ppm, 150 ppm, 200 ppm, and 250 ppm under light
(LED lamp).
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Table 3. Efficiency comparisons for photocatalysis of the Co-SnO2/SGCN NCs with some previ-
ous works.

Sr. No Photocatalyst Contaminant Light Source Radiation Time (min.) Degradation % Ref.

1 SnO2 MB Solar 180 100 [65]
2 SnO2-TiO2 RhB Visible 120 90 [66]
3 Co-SnO2 RhB Visible 250 60 [32]
4 ZnO-SnO2 MB Xe lamp 180 95 [67]
5 Zn2SnO4-SnO2 MB UV-Visible 360 99.4 [68]
6 Fe2O3/SnO2 MB UV 90 70 [69]
7 TiO2/Ag/SnO2 MB Visible 140 90 [70]
8 Co-SnO2/SGCN MB Solar 120 98 Present Work

Table 4. Antibacterial activity against E. coli and B. subtilis.

Diameter of ZOI (mm) for Different Concentrations (ppm)

Samples E. coli B. subtilis

100 150 200 250 100 150 200 250
Tin oxide - 12 15 17 - - 11 14

7% Co-SnO2 19 22 25 30 16 19 21 23
7% Co-SnO2/SGCN 31 34 39 42 20 24 29 31

It has been observed from the photocatalytic activity that all the prepared samples
act as photocatalysts under sunlight irradiation, which degrades the dye, i.e., methylene
blue, by the formation of reactive oxygen species (ROS). The amount of ROS formed is
light-dependent; as the production of ROS increases under the sun, the antibacterial ac-
tivity of nanoparticles and nanocomposites also increases significantly [70,71]. Another
factor that affects the antimicrobial activity of tin oxide and its composites is the energy
band gap. The lower band energy and the higher surface area provide good antibacterial
results. By evaluating the results and comparing zones of inhibition, it was found that
tin oxide showed no antibacterial activity at 100 ppm concentration, while at higher con-
centrations it showed activity against both gram-positive and gram-negative bacteria. At
all concentrations, the nanocomposite demonstrated good antibacterial activity against
gram-negative (E. coli) (Figure 10a) and gram-positive (B. subtiles) (Figure 10b) bacterial
strains. The lowest antibacterial activity was shown by tin oxide, cobalt-doped tin oxide
also showed good results.
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3.6. Photocatalytic Degradation Mechanism

As anticipated by a schematic diagram, the creation of e−/h+ pairs in the photocata-
lysts may be responsible for the rapid degradation of methylene blue and the antibacterial
action of photocatalysts (Figure 11). When Co-SnO2/S-g-C3N4 is exposed to solar radiation,
both Co-SnO2 and S-g-C3N4 are energized and e−/h+ pairs are photogenerated on their
conduction band (CB) and valence band (VB), respectively [71,72]. Since the conduction
band (CB) of Co-SnO2 had a lower potential than the CB of S-g-C3N4 (−1.12 eV) based on
the energy level of CB/VB, the photo-induced electrons moved between the two bands
with ease. Additionally, Co-SnO2 may absorb the holes that were made in the VB of
S-g-C3N4 [61]. The presence of Co atoms in the hybrid composite not only reduced the
value of Eg but also facilitated the transfer of electrons from S-g-C3N4 to Co-SnO2. There-
fore, doping might considerably reduce the likelihood of charge recombination by raising
the separation of photoexcited e/h+ pairs. Reactive oxygen species (ROS) are created
when the photogenerated e/h+ interact with oxygen and water molecules that are on the
photocatalyst’s surface. The produced radicals then degrade MB and kill bacteria in an
oxidative manner to degrade MB [72].

Crystals 2023, 13, x FOR PEER REVIEW 15 of 19 
 

 

 
Figure 10. ZOI diameter of SnO2, Co-SnO2 and 7% Co-SnO2/50% SGCN against E. coli. (a) and B. 
subtiles (b). 

3.6. Photocatalytic Degradation Mechanism 
As anticipated by a schematic diagram, the creation of e-/h+ pairs in the 

photocatalysts may be responsible for the rapid degradation of methylene blue and the 
antibacterial action of photocatalysts (Figure 11). When Co-SnO2/S-g-C3N4 is exposed to 
solar radiation, both Co-SnO2 and S-g-C3N4 are energized and e−/h+ pairs are 
photogenerated on their conduction band (CB) and valence band (VB), respectively 
[71,72]. Since the conduction band (CB) of Co-SnO2 had a lower potential than the CB of 
S-g-C3N4 (−1.12 eV) based on the energy level of CB/VB, the photo-induced electrons 
moved between the two bands with ease. Additionally, Co-SnO2 may absorb the holes 
that were made in the VB of S-g-C3N4 [61]. The presence of Co atoms in the hybrid 
composite not only reduced the value of Eg but also facilitated the transfer of electrons 
from S-g-C3N4 to Co-SnO2. Therefore, doping might considerably reduce the likelihood of 
charge recombination by raising the separation of photoexcited e/h+ pairs. Reactive 
oxygen species (ROS) are created when the photogenerated e/h+ interact with oxygen and 
water molecules that are on the photocatalyst’s surface. The produced radicals then 
degrade MB and kill bacteria in an oxidative manner to degrade MB [72].  

 
Figure 11. An illustration of the catalytic degradation mechanism of MB under sunlight over the 
Co-SnO2/S-g-C3N4 NCs. 

Figure 11. An illustration of the catalytic degradation mechanism of MB under sunlight over the
Co-SnO2/S-g-C3N4 NCs.



Crystals 2023, 13, 163 14 of 17

4. Conclusions

Doping cobalt into SnO2 nanostructures and then integrating it into sulfur-doped
graphitic carbon nitride has been found to be an excellent way to increase catalytic efficiency
under solar light. The dye degradation results of a series of Co-SnO2 samples were com-
pared via UV-visible spectroscopy, and it was found that by increasing the concentration of
cobalt in SnO2 nanoparticles, the rate of degradation was enhanced regularly. The band gap
of SnO2 narrowed from 3.42 eV to 3.21 eV by Co-doping of SnO2 nanoparticles (7 wt.%) In
order to achieve the highest degradation in a short time period, the 7% Co-SnO2 NPs with
the best catalytic efficiency were integrated into different concentrations of S-g-C3N4. The
NCs containing the 50%SGCN showed higher photocatalytic activity. The nanomaterials
were tested to see how efficiently they killed both gram-positive and gram-negative bacteria.
The 7% Co-SnO2/50% SGCN NCs demonstrated higher photocatalytic and antibacterial ac-
tivity. Ultimately, the findings of this research give us a new understanding of how to create
efficient photocatalysts for bactericidal and organic pollutant degradation applications.

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, M.J.; methodology, S.I.; software, S.K.A.; validation,
I.A.A., M.S.K. and N.A.M.; formal analysis, M.S.; investigation, M.A.Q. and S.I.; resources, H.A.; data
curation, M.J.; writing—original draft preparation, S.I. and M.A.Q.; writing—review and editing,
M.S. and N.A.M.; visualization, T.M.A.; supervision, M.J.; project administration, I.A.A.; funding
acquisition, A.B. All authors have read and agreed to the published version of the manuscript.

Funding: The current work was assisted financially by the Dean of Science and Research at King
Khalid University via the General Research Project: Grant no. (R.G.P.1/320/43). This research work
was supported by Princess Nourah bint Abdulrahman University Researchers Supporting Project
number (PNURSP2023R230), Princess Nourah bint Abdulrahman University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

Data Availability Statement: Not Applicable.

Acknowledgments: The authors are grateful to the Dean of Science and Research at King Khalid
University for making financial support available. This research work was funded by Princess
Nourah bint Abdulrahman University Researchers Supporting Project number (PNURSP2023R230),
Princess Nourah bint Abdulrahman University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

References
1. Qamar, M.A.; Shahid, S.; Javed, M.; Shariq, M.; Fadhali, M.M.; Madkhali, O.; Ali, S.K.; Syed, I.S.; Awaji, M.Y.; Shakir Khan, M.;

et al. Accelerated Decoloration of Organic Dyes from Wastewater Using Ternary Metal/g-C3N4/ZnO Nanocomposites: An
Investigation of Impact of g-C3N4 Concentration and Ni and Mn Doping. Catalysts 2022, 12, 1388. [CrossRef]

2. Rasalingam, S.; Wu, C.-M.; Koodali, R.T. Modulation of Pore Sizes of Titanium Dioxide Photocatalysts by a Facile Template Free
Hydrothermal Synthesis Method: Implications for Photocatalytic Degradation of Rhodamine B. ACS Appl. Mater. Interfaces 2015,
7, 4368–4380. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

3. Di Mauro, A.; Cantarella, M.; Nicotra, G.; Pellegrino, G.; Gulino, A.; Brundo, M.V.; Privitera, V.; Impellizzeri, G. Novel synthesis
of ZnO/PMMA nanocomposites for photocatalytic applications. Sci. Rep. 2017, 7, 40895. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

4. Mulushewa, Z.; Dinbore, W.T.; Ayele, Y. Removal of methylene blue from textile waste water using kaolin and zeolite-x
synthesized from Ethiopian kaolin. Environ. Anal. Health Toxicol. 2021, 36, e2021007. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

5. Uddin, M.J.; Ampiaw, R.E.; Lee, W.J.C. Adsorptive removal of dyes from wastewater using a metal-organic framework: A review.
Chemosphere 2021, 284, 131314. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

6. Elango, G.; Roopan, S.M.; Biology, P.B. Efficacy of SnO2 nanoparticles toward photocatalytic degradation of methylene blue dye.
J. Photochem. Photobiol. B Biol. 2016, 155, 34–38. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

7. Qamar, M.A.; Javed, M.; Shahid, S.; Shariq, M.; Fadhali, M.M.; Ali, S.K.; Khan, M.S. Synthesis and applications of graphitic carbon
nitride (g-C3N4) based membranes for wastewater treatment: A critical review. Heliyon 2023, 9, e12685. [CrossRef]

8. Alinsafi, A.; Evenou, F.; Abdulkarim, E.; Pons, M.-N.; Zahraa, O.; Benhammou, A.; Yaacoubi, A.; Nejmeddine, A.J.D.; Pigments.
Treatment of textile industry wastewater by supported photocatalysis. Dye. Pigment. 2007, 74, 439–445. [CrossRef]

9. Schwarzenbach, R.P.; Egli, T.; Hofstetter, T.B.; Von Gunten, U.; Wehrli, B. Global water pollution and human health. Annu. Rev.
Environ. Resour. 2010, 35, 109–136. [CrossRef]

10. Rao, C.; Zhou, L.; Pan, Y.; Lu, C.; Qin, X.; Sakiyama, H.; Muddassir, M.; Liu, J. The extra-large calixarene-based MOFs-derived
hierarchical composites for photocatalysis of dye: Facile syntheses and contribution of carbon species. J. Alloys Compd. 2022,
897, 163178. [CrossRef]

http://doi.org/10.3390/catal12111388
http://doi.org/10.1021/am508883f
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25633643
http://doi.org/10.1038/srep40895
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28098229
http://doi.org/10.5620/eaht.2021007
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/33765746
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.chemosphere.2021.131314
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/34198066
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.jphotobiol.2015.12.010
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26724726
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2022.e12685
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.dyepig.2006.02.024
http://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-environ-100809-125342
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.jallcom.2021.163178


Crystals 2023, 13, 163 15 of 17

11. Husain, S.; Alam, M.M.; Imran, M.; Ali, M.A.; Ahamad, T.; Haidyrah, A.S.; Alotaibi, S.M.R.; Naik, M.-u.-d.; Shariq, M. A facile
low-cost scheme for highly photoactive Fe3O4-MWCNTs nanocomposite material for degradation of methylene blue. Alex. Eng. J.
2022, 61, 9107–9117. [CrossRef]

12. Qamar, M.A.; Shahid, S.; Javed, M.; Sher, M.; Iqbal, S.; Bahadur, A.; Li, D. Fabricated novel g-C3N4/Mn doped ZnO nanocomposite
as highly active photocatalyst for the disinfection of pathogens and degradation of the organic pollutants from wastewater under
sunlight radiations. Colloids Surf. A Physicochem. Eng. Asp. 2021, 611, 125863. [CrossRef]

13. Imran, M.; Abutaleb, A.; Ali, M.A.; Ahamad, T.; Ansari, A.R.; Shariq, M.; Lolla, D.; Khan, A. UV light enabled photocatalytic
activity of α-Fe2O3 nanoparticles synthesized via phase transformation. Mater. Lett. 2022, 258, 126748. [CrossRef]

14. Khan, I.; Saeed, K.; Zekker, I.; Zhang, B.; Hendi, A.H.; Ahmad, A.; Ahmad, S.; Zada, N.; Ahmad, H.; Shah, L.A.; et al. Review on
Methylene Blue: Its Properties, Uses, Toxicity and Photodegradation. Water 2022, 14, 242. [CrossRef]

15. Nidheesh, P.V.; Couras, C.; Karim, A.V.; Nadais, H.J. A review of integrated advanced oxidation processes and biological processes
for organic pollutant removal. Chem. Eng. Commun. 2022, 209, 390–432. [CrossRef]

16. Ganiyu, S.O.; Martínez-Huitle, C.A.; Oturan, M.A. Electrochemical advanced oxidation processes for wastewater treatment:
Advances in formation and detection of reactive species and mechanisms. Curr. Opin. Electrochem. 2021, 27, 100678. [CrossRef]

17. Zahid, A.; Mukhtar, Z.; Qamar, M.A.; Shahid, S.; Ali, S.K.; Shariq, M.; Alathlawi, H.J.; Hasan, M.A.; Khan, M.S.; Islam, S.; et al.
Synthesis of Mn-Doped ZnO Nanoparticles and Their Application in the Transesterification of Castor Oil. Catalysts 2023, 13, 105.
[CrossRef]

18. Ikram, M.; Khan, M.; Raza, A.; Imran, M.; Ul-Hamid, A.; Ali, S. Outstanding performance of silver-decorated MoS2 nanopetals
used as nanocatalyst for synthetic dye degradation. Phys. E Low-Dimens. Syst. Nanostruct. 2020, 124, 114246. [CrossRef]

19. Ikram, M.; Raza, A.; Imran, M.; Ul-Hamid, A.; Shahbaz, A.; Ali, S.J. Hydrothermal synthesis of silver decorated reduced graphene
oxide (rGO) nanoflakes with effective photocatalytic activity for wastewater treatment. Nanoscale Res. Lett. 2020, 15, 95.

20. Rafiq, A.; Ikram, M.; Ali, S.; Niaz, F.; Khan, M.; Khan, Q.; Maqbool, M.J. Photocatalytic degradation of dyes using semiconductor
photocatalysts to clean industrial water pollution. J. Ind. Eng. Chem. 2021, 97, 111–128. [CrossRef]
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