
fallen angels and the history of judaism and christianity

This book considers the early history of Jewish–Christian relations through a focus
on traditions about the fallen angels. In the Book of the Watchers, an Enochic
apocalypse from the third century bce, the “sons of God” of Gen 6:1 –4 are
accused of corrupting humankind through their teachings of metalworking, cos-
metology, magic, and divination. By tracing the transformations of this motif in
Second Temple, Rabbinic, and early medieval Judaism and early, late antique, and
Byzantine Christianity, this book sheds light on the history of interpretation of
Genesis, the changing status of Enochic literature, and the place of parabibli-
cal texts and traditions in the interchange between Jews and Christians in Late
Antiquity and the early Middle Ages. In the process, it explores issues such as
the role of text-selection in the delineation of community boundaries and the
development of early Jewish and Christian ideas about the origins of evil on the
earth.
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Preface

This book is a revision of my dissertation, which was written in the Depart-
ment of Religion at Princeton University under the supervision of Martha
Himmelfarb, Peter Schäfer, and John G. Gager. I cannot imagine a more stim-
ulating intellectual environment in which to study, nor kinder people with
whom to work. I offer them my warmest thanks for their support and inspi-
ration, academic and otherwise. The dissertation and book also benefited
much from feedback from, and conversations with, Adam H. Becker, Ra’anan
Boustan, Peter Brown, Patricia Crone, Fritz Graf, Elaine Pagels, John C. Reeves,
and Burt Visotzky. For their comments and advice, I am grateful to Kirsti
Copeland, David Frankfurter, Paula Fredriksen, Bob Kraft, Eileen Schuller,
Michael E. Stone, and Peter Widdicombe. Funding for the dissertation on
which this book is based was provided by the Center for the Study of Religion
at Princeton University. Earlier versions of several chapters were presented at
the Center’s Religion and Culture workshop as well as at the conference In
Heaven as It Is on Earth: Imagined Realms and Earthly Realities in Late Antique
Religions and in the Early Jewish–Christian Relations and Pseudepigrapha sec-
tions of the Society of Biblical Literature’s annual meetings. Extended versions
of some of the arguments in Chapters 1, 2, 5, and 7 have been published in differ-
ent forms in earlier articles: “From Asael and Šemih. azah to Uzzah, Azzah, and
Azael: 3 Enoch 5 (§§7–8) and the Jewish Reception-History of 1 Enoch” (Jewish
Studies Quarterly 8 [2001]: 1 –32); “The Textual Identity, Literary History,
and Social Setting of 1 Enoch: Reflections on George Nickelsburg’s Com-
mentary on 1 Enoch 1 –36; 81 –108.” (Archiv für Religionsgeschichte 5 [2003]:
279–96); “The Trickery of the Fallen Angels and the Demonic Mimesis of
the Divine: Etiology, Demonology, and Polemics in the Writings of Justin
Martyr” (Journal of Early Christian Studies 12 [2004]: 141 –71); and “Heavenly
Ascent, Angelic Descent, and the Transmission of Knowledge in 1 Enoch 6–16”

viii
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PREFACE ix

(Heavenly Realms and Earthly Realities in Late Antique Religions, Cambridge,
2004, pp. 47–66).

I would also like to express my appreciation to colleagues, students, and
staff in the Department of Religious Studies at McMaster University – not
least for fostering such an intellectually stimulating and supportive academic
context that I was able to complete extensive revisions during my first year of
full-time teaching. A grant from McMaster’s Arts Research Board, moreover,
provided support for the preparation of the manuscript and indexes, and I am
grateful to Christopher Cubitt, Marko Geslani, Jeremy Penner, Lily Vuong,
and Susan Wendel, for their help. Warm thanks, as well, to Jonathan Geen for
his aid during the final stage of reviewing proofs. Lastly, on behalf of myself
and Cambridge University Press, I would like to thank the Koret Foundation
Publication Program for their generosity in awarding this book a subvention
to help defray the costs of publication.

To my parents, Steven R. and Michiko Reed, and to my husband, Dove C.
Sussman, I owe greater debts than words can express.

Annette Yoshiko Reed
Hamilton, Ontario, November 1, 2004
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1. subdocuments and manuscripts of 1 enoch

BW Book of the Watchers (1 En. 1 –36).
Sim. Similitudes of Enoch (1 En. 37–71).
AB Astronomical Book (1 En. 71 –82).
BD Book of Dreams (1 En. 83–90).
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