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Introduction 

Over t he past  t en years,  various organizat ions,  bot h publ ic and privat e,  have expressed 

int erest  in implement ing FAST in t heir cat aloging workf lows.  As int erest  in FAST has grown,  so 

t oo has int erest  in knowing how FAST is being used and by whom.   

Since 2002 eight een inst it ut ions (see t able 1) in six count ries have expressed int erest  in 

learning more about  FAST and how it  could be implement ed in cat aloging workf lows.  

Current ly OCLC is aware of  nine agencies t hat  have act ually adopt ed or support  FAST for 

resource descript ion.  This st udy,  t he f irst  syst emat ic census of  FAST users undert aken by 

OCLC,  was conduct ed,  in part ,  t o address t hese inquir ies.  It s purpose was t o examine:  

• how FAST is being ut i l ized; 

• why FAST was chosen as t he cat aloging vocabulary; 

• what  benef it s FAST provides;  and  

• what  can be done t o enhance t he value of  FAST. 

Int erview request s were sent  t o al l part ies t hat  had previously cont act ed OCLC about  FAST. 

Of  t he eight een organizat ions cont act ed,  sixt een agreed t o provide informat ion about  t heir 

decision whet her t o use FAST (nine adopt ers, seven non-adopt ers).   

This document  present s:  

• a brief  overview of  FAST; 

• a brief  analysis of  common charact erist ics of  part ies t hat  have eit her chosen to adopt  

FAST or chosen against  using FAST; 

• suggest ed improvement s for FAST vocabulary and services; 

• t ables summarizing FAST adopt ers and non-adopters;  and 

• sixt een individual  “ case st udies”  present ed as edit ed writ e-ups of  int erviews. 

http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/research/publications/library/2013/2013-04.pdf
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Please not e:  OCLC Research also uses FAST in several  prot ot ypes. Thus,  it  is t reat ed as an 

adopt er in t he remainder of  t his report ,  including t he case-st udy writ e-ups, in order t o 

share our own assessment  of  FAST.  (See t able 4 for a comprehensive l ist  of  OCLC services 

using FAST. ) 

About FAST 

FAST (Facet ed Appl icat ion of  Subj ect  Terminology) 1
 is derived f rom t he Library of Congress 

Subj ect  Headings (LCSH),  one t he l ibrary domain’ s most  widely-used subj ect  t erminology 

schemes. The development  of  FAST has been a col laborat ion of  OCLC Research and t he 

Library of  Congress. 

The origin of  FAST can be t raced to observat ions by OCLC Research st af f  involved wit h t he 

OCLC Cooperat ive Onl ine Resource Cat alog (CORC)2,  which focused on t he cat aloging of  Web 

resources.  CORC part icipant s t ypical ly want ed to be able t o adopt  simple,  low-cost ,  low-

ef fort  approaches t o describing Web resources (e.g. ,  using Dubl in Core rat her t han AACR2 and 

MARC).  In t he course of  t he CORC proj ect ,  i t  became clear t hat  a signif icant  barrier t o 

minimal-ef fort  resource descript ion was t he lack of  an easy-t o-learn and -apply general  

subj ect  vocabulary. 

Addit ionally,  work during t he same t ime period by t he Subcommit t ee on Met adat a and 

Subj ect  Analysis of  t he Associat ion for Library Collect ions and Technical Services’  Subj ect  

Access Commit t ee ident if ied specif ic funct ional  requirement s of subj ect  dat a in t he met adat a 

record (ALCTS 1999),  and t hese requirement s mapped wel l t o t he int ended out comes of  what  

would become t he FAST proj ect .  

So,  FAST has been developed in large part  t o at t empt  t o meet  t he perceived need for a 

general -use subj ect  t erminology scheme which is:  

• simple to learn and apply; 

• facet ed-navigat ion-fr iendly;  and 

• modern in it s design. 

The full  development  of  FAST has required several  years and resul t ed in an eight -facet  

vocabulary wit h a universe of approximat ely 1.7 mil l ion headings across al l  facet s.  FAST 

facet s are designed t o be used in t andem,  but  each may also be used independent ly.  The 

rules of  appl icat ion are very simple. 

http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/research/publications/library/2013/2013-04.pdf
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Document at ion has been made available in t he form of  a publ ished monograph (Chan and 

O’ Neil l  2010),  and FAST has been made available by OCLC in various onl ine t ools and 

publ ished as l inked dat a3.  Addit ional ly,  OCLC Research has made signif icant  use of  FAST for 

various research act ivit ies and in several  prot otypes,  and t hese uses have led t o 

improvement s in FAST. 

Adopters of FAST 

Inst it ut ions which have implement ed FAST have done so for a variet y of  purposes,  f rom using 

it  exclusively for cat aloging digit al  mat erials to making it  t he primary cat aloging vocabulary.  

The FAST proj ect  t eam,  based on anecdot al  discussions over t he years, has assumed t hat  FAST 

would appeal  most  t o agencies needing a r ich but  low-invest ment  vocabulary.  Adopt ers 

int erviewed for t his report  val idat ed t his basic appeal of  FAST. 

A manual  cat egorizat ion of  comments by adopt ers indicat es [number report ing in parent heses]  

t hat :  ease of  use (8),  simple synt ax (5),  FAST’ s suit abil i t y for use by non-special ist  st af f  (5),  

one-t o-one heading-t o-aut horit y record st ruct ure(4),  and t he rich vocabulary (4) feat ures of  

FAST were t he most -f requent ly cit ed,  posit ive at t r ibut es of FAST.  The next  most  cit ed 

at t r ibut es were:  ease of  learning (3),  availabil i t y as l inked dat a (3) ,  support  for facet ed 

navigat ion (2),  ease of implement at ion (2),  and FAST‘ s pot ent ial  value as a "super vocabulary" 

t o facil i t at e uniform indexing of met adat a f rom mul t iple sources and/ or for a diverse range of  

resources (see f igure 1).  
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Figure 1.  Posit ive attributes cited by FAST adopters 

Ot her posit ive at t r ibut es,  each cit ed by only a single agency, included: t he usefulness of  FAST 

t ools (searchFAST,  assignFAST),  t he abil i t y t o make quick assignment  of  FAST headings,  FAST’ s 

short  st r ings (when compared t o ot her vocabularies),  and t he import ance of  FAST being 

publ ished under an open l icense. 

The t ypes of resources for which FAST headings are being assigned are varied and include:  

main-st acks l ibrary mat erials,  j ournal  art icles, book chapt ers,  digit al  mat erials (including 

dat aset s,  images,  hist orical document s,  and inst it ut ional  reposit ory resources),  rare books,  

and st at e/ local  government  document s.  Several  of  t he agencies have used or considering 

using FAST for short -t erm special  proj ects,  but  t he maj orit y of  t hose int erviewed are using 

FAST rout inely for select ed cat egories of  resources.  

For t hose agencies t hat  have swit ched f rom another vocabulary t o FAST,  t he most  common 

predecessor vocabulary is LCSH.  Several agencies report  using FAST (select ed facet s) in 

combinat ion wit h anot her vocabulary or vocabularies.  

Based on ment ions in t he int erviews of  specif ic facet s,  t he most  f requent ly adopt ed facet  is 

Topics followed by Geographic Name and Form/ Genre.  Ot her facet s are used far less 

f requent ly (see f igure 2).  
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Figure 2.  FAST facets use by adopters 

The t ypes of inst it ut ions represent ed among t he adopt ers of FAST include four universit ies 

(Oxford,  UvA,  UIC,  UND),  a nat ional  l ibrary (t he Nat ional  l ibrary of  New Zealand/ Te Puna 

Mātauranga o Aotearoa), a special library (the Clark), a publisher (RMIT), and other agencies 

(Dat abib,  TRCDL,  OCLC) (see t able 1).  Adopt ers are locat ed in f ive count ries:  six in t he Unit ed 

St at es,  and one each in Aust ral ia,  t he Net herlands,  New Zealand, and t he Unit ed Kingdom.  

A variet y of  syst em environment s for met adat a edit ing and user discovery were 

referenced, but  only one syst em, CONTENTdm,  received mul t iple ment ions (by t wo of  

t he agencies int erviewed).  

Many of t he agencies have adopt ed FAST for specif ic cat egories of  resources.  The Dat abib and 

RMIT are relying on FAST as t heir sole or primary cont rol led vocabulary.  

Dat abib init ial ly made use of LCSH but  found it  cumbersome for t heir part icular purpose,  

cat aloging dat a reposit ories,  and swit ched t o FAST.  FAST support s search and navigat ion on 

t he Dababib websit e and is also expressed in l inked dat a (RDFa) out put  by Dat abib.  
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RMIT,  a publ isher t hat  provides subscript ion dat abases to l ibraries,  has chosen t o adopt  FAST 

for met adat a it  creat es t o describe j ournal art icles,  book chapt ers,  books, and ot her 

mat erials.  In describing t he choice to swit ch f rom LCSH t o FAST,  RMIT summarizes t he reasons 

behind t he choice t his way (Not e:  Informit  is t he name of  an RMIT syst em): 

FAST enables Informit  t o cont inue t o index wit h a subj ect  scheme t hat  has t he richness of  

t opics of  LCSH,  but  in a more eff icient  form t o use,  apply and manage.  Benef it s for 

cust omers wil l  include:  easier searching across a wide spect rum of informat ion resources 

in diverse format s;  and fast er t urnaround for ful l  t ext  mat erials.  (RMIT 2011,  p.  2) 

At  least  t wo of  t he adopt ers have engaged in st ruct ured evaluat ion of  FAST.  The Nat ional  

Library of  New Zealand did a formal  evaluat ion and issued an int ernal report ,  which t hey 

graciously shared wit h t he FAST t eam at  OCLC.  UvA is making pilot  use of  FAST as part  of  a 

plan of  evaluat ing whet her t o cont inue t o use FAST going forward.  

Broadly speaking,  FAST has been perceived by adopt ers as a superior al t ernat ive because it  is 

easier,  cheaper,  and fast er to apply;  and/ or because of  FAST’ s perceived added value as a 

means of  achieving superior indexing and facet ed displays in discovery syst ems. 

Non-adopters of FAST 

When int erviewed for t his st udy,  non-adopt ers cit ed many of t he same posit ive at t r ibut es of  

FAST as adopt ers,  but  wit h some dif ferences in emphasis (see f igure 3).  FAST’ s simple synt ax 

was t he most -of t en-cit ed posit ive at t r ibut e. Because of  t he small  number of  agencies 

int erviewed,  many at t r ibut es were referenced by only a single int erview subj ect .  
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Figure 3.  Posit ive attributes of FAST 

Overall ,  reasons for not  choosing FAST varied and of t en ref lect ed specif ic t ime-and-place 

considerat ions t hat  did not  ref lect  any short comings in FAST.  Nevert heless,  t here were some 

re-occurring t hemes in cases where FAST was not  adopt ed in favor of  al t ernat ives; reasons 

such as an absence of cust omer support  and concerns about  OCLC’ s commit ment  t o FAST 

going forward. 

Three agencies (Universit y Of  Texas School Of  Publ ic Heal t h at  Houst on,  t he Biodiversit y 

Herit age Library,  and People of t he Founding Era) chose not  t o adopt  FAST for funding and/ or 

administ rat ive reasons.  One agency (University of Quebec in Mont real) has developed a 

French language vocabulary similar t o FAST. 

Two part ies did ident ify specif ic barriers t o t heir use of  FAST:  Minnesot a St at e Universit y,  

Mankat o had shown int erest  in using FAST geographic facet s headings but  abandoned t he idea 

af t er communicat ions bet ween t he school  and OCLC broke down in lat e 2006.  Olha Buchal,  a 

former Ph.D.  st udent  at  t he West ern University of  Ont ario,  considered using FAST in her Ph.D. 

research but  chose inst ead t o use LCSH due t o l imit at ions in t he geographic headings. 
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User feedback on FAST vocabulary and services  

The int erviews present ed a welcome opport unit y t o learn about  not  j ust  t he respect ive 

agencies’  use,  or considered use,  of  FAST,  but  also t heir overall  experience wit h FAST as a 

“ product ”  (albeit  not  a t rue OCLC product ,  as FAST is st i l l  a research proj ect ).  There were 

some consist ent ly ment ioned areas for improvement ,  issues t hat  pose eit her barriers t o use or 

cause for concern.  These include: 

• Better customer service and communication: The email  correspondence f rom 

int erest ed part ies indicat es t hat  request s for further informat ion regarding t he 

development  of  FAST and FAST tools were f requent ly ignored or not  followed up.  The 

lack of  communicat ion caused at  least  one of  t he int erest ed organizat ions to abandon 

t he idea of  using FAST.  In part icular,  OCLC needs t o communicat e changes and 

updat es,  including development ,  release, and updat e not es,  to FAST on it s websit e 

and by ot her means. 

• User proposals: Respondent s have request ed a way t o suggest  new or revised FAST 

headings for aut horizat ion considerat ion.  

• Implementation tips and advice and documentation: Users want  suggest ions f rom 

OCLC on how l ibraries can use t he FAST t ools to help improve t he FAST 

implement at ion as wel l  as it s user experience. At  least  four int erview subj ect s 

ment ioned t he value of t he Chan and O’ Neil l  book,  but  t here also were request s for 

briefer,  onl ine document at ion as well .  

• Commitment: Some respondents asked for a st atement  of  commit ment  f rom OCLC in 

regards to how FAST wil l  be support ed in t he future.  

• Enrichments: The Geographic headings are of  part icular int erest  to current  FAST users,  

but  t here is a need t o assure t hat  more headings have associat ed lat it ude and 

longit ude coordinat es. 

• Fix Form/ Genre: Some respondent s would prefer t he abil i t y to choose bet ween FAST 

and LC Form/ Genre Headings.   

• Add FAST to WorldCat: Some respondent s request ed t he addit ion of  FAST headings t o 

WorldCat  records and t he implement at ion of  FAST int o WorldCat .org.  

• Disclose user base: University of  Amst erdam, which is current ly using FAST in a pilot  

st udy,  is concerned t hat  no ot her large research universit ies (t hat  t hey are aware of ) 

are current ly using FAST. 
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Al l  of  t he organizat ions t hat  were int erviewed expressed int erest  in t he t ools associat ed wit h 

t he FAST proj ect  (searchFAST,  mapFAST,  assignFAST and t he FAST l inked dat a API).  In 

addit ion t o improving cat aloging workf low,  t he tools could also be used for improving end-

user experience (t his is possible due t o t he simple synt ax associat ed wit h FAST headings).  

Table 1.  Agencies known to have adopted FAST4  

Agency (Country) FAST Usage Facets used Notes Case # 

Bodleian Libraries, 

University of Oxford (UK) 

Institutional repository, data 

catalog, institutional data 

archive 

Topical 
FAST is used in 3 

services 
1 

Databib.org (US) 
Used for cataloging data 

repositories 
Topical 

Using FAST 

Linked Data 
2 

National Library of New 

Zealand (NZ) 
Indexing national articles 

Geographic, 

Topical, and Forms 

Replaced use of 

APAIS
5
 

3 

OCLC (US) 

Classify, Fiction Finder,  

Kindred Works, WorldCat 

Identities, more… 

All facets 

(Interview 

covers selected 

OCLC services) 

4 

RMIT Publishing (AU) 
Article, book chapter, book 

indexing 
All facets 

RMIT’s Informit 

service 
6
 

5 

Sterling and Francine Clark 

Art Institute Library (US) 

Cataloging a rare books 

collection 
Topical and Form 

Used in 

CONTENTdm 
6 

Theodore Roosevelt Center 

Digital Library, Dickinson 

State U. (US) 

Cataloging digitized materials 

Topical, Event, 

Geographic, and 

Corporate names
 7

 

Used in a 

DARMA system 
[No Response] 

University of Amsterdam 

(NL) 

Cataloging monographic 

materials 
All facets  7 

University of Illinois at 

Chicago (US) 
Cataloging IL state documents [unknown]  8 

University of North Dakota 

(US) 
Cataloging digitized materials All facets 

Used in 

CONTENTdm  
9 
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Table 2: Agencies known to have considered,  but not adopted FAST
8
 

Agency/Person (Country) Possible Use Facets Notes Case # 

Biodiversity Heritage Library (US) 
Cataloging digitized 

materials 
Topical  10 

California Historical Society (US)    [No Response] 

Minnesota State University, 

Mankato (US) 

Cataloging student 

research papers 
Geographic  11 

Monash University Library (CA)    [No Response] 

Olha Buchel, University of 

Western Ontario (CA) 

Visualization of 

Ukrainian materials 
Geographic  12 

People of the Founding Era (US) 
Cataloging digitized 

materials 
  13 

University of Quebec in 

Montreal (CA) 

Mapping between 

thesauri, indexing all 

types of materials 

All facets 

FAST is similar to 

a vocabulary 

from UQAM 

14 

University of Texas School of 

Public Health as Houston (US) 
Local materials   15 

World Maritime University (SE)  

Geographic, 

Topical, Uniform 

Titles 

 16 

Conclusion 

A primary mot ivat ion for undert aking t his census of  FAST adopt ers was t o enumerat e t he 

agencies using FAST,  underst and t heir use cases, and gain a sense of  t he degree to which 

FAST was suit able t o purpose.  Since OCLC did not  know in advance whet her t he agencies t hat  

had expressed int erest  in FAST were adopt ers,  t his census has also included informat ion about  

non-adopt ers, t he bet t er t o underst and cases where FAST was considered but  not  adopt ed. 

This census is also a response t o t he most  common quest ion by part ies t hat  use FAST or are 

considering using FAST—“ Who is using FAST?”   

The case st udies t hat  follow present  summaries of  int erviews wit h sixt een agencies,  including 

nine adopt ers and seven non-adopt ers.  The int erviews were conduct ed by phone in lat e 2012 

and early 2013.  Init ial ly,  t he int ent  was t o creat e a brief  report  for OCLC’ s int ernal  use,  but  

our int erview subj ect s and ot her part ies expressed such int erest  in seeing t he report  t hat  we 

http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/research/publications/library/2013/2013-04.pdf


FAST (Faceted Applicat ion of  Subj ect  Terminology) Users:  Summary and Case St udies 

 

 

 

 
ht t p: / / www.oclc.org/ content / dam/ research/ publicat ions/ library/ 2013/ 2013-04.pdf   August  2013 
Jef f rey Mixter and Eric R.  Childress,  for OCLC Research  Page 16 

ret urned t o our int erview subj ect s for permission t o include t heir int erviews in a publ icly-

accessible version of  t he document .  Al l  subj ect s readily agreed. Draf t  versions of  t he 

summaries were provided t o t he respect ive int erview subj ect s for review and correct ion. 

Final  edit s to t he summaries have been done by OCLC Research st af f .  

OCLC Research is very grat eful  t o all  of  our int erview subj ect s for being generous wit h t heir 

t ime and providing very useful  informat ion and in some cases screenshots and ot her mat erial .  

It  has also been very helpful  and il luminat ing for t he FAST t eam t o have feedback on how 

FAST,  FAST t ools,  and t he customer service aspect s of  support ing FAST can be improved. 
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1.  Bodleian Libraries (University of Oxford) 

Interview Date: 17 May 2013 

Contact: Sal ly Rumsey 

Interview Notes: The Bodleian Libraries has recent ly been developing a variet y of  new 

services t o help users f rom t he Universit y of  Oxford communit y submit  and ret r ieve deposit ed 

informat ion resources (e.g.,  report s,  papers and research dat aset s).  In developing t hese 

services Bodleian st af f  decided t hat  a single,  preferred cont rol led vocabulary should be used 

t o support  uniformit y in indexing across all  of  t he new services.  

One of  t he init ial  chal lenges in implement ing t his approach was ident ifying a single 

vocabulary t hat  could cover t he wide range of  topics but  also be specif ic enough t o add a 

high amount  of  det ail  about  a given topic.  Addit ional ly,  t he st af f  preferred a vocabulary 

t hat  was easy and int uit ive t o use and implement .  Final ly,  t he l ibrary want ed t o use Linked 

Dat a but  did not  want  t o reinvent  t he wheel  and creat e t heir own cust om l inked dat a 

subj ect  vocabulary.  

Current ly scholars of  t he Universit y use a wide range of  t opic-specif ic vocabularies wit hin 

t heir own special ist  subj ect  discipl ines (e.g. ,  t he Journal  of  Economic Lit erat ure (JEL) 

Classif icat ion Syst em
9 and t he Mat hemat ics Subj ect  Classif icat ion10 f rom t he AMS (American 

Societ y of  Mat hemat ics)).  FAST was ident if ied as a candidat e general -use vocabulary in t he 

course of  invest igat ing various opt ions and eventual ly select ed as t he vocabulary of  choice for 

t he Bodleian Libraries’  research output s services. One of  t he reasons for choosing FAST was 

t he int uit ive nat ure of  navigat ing t he various subj ect  headings. Ms.  Rumsey also not ed t hat  

t echnical  st af f  at  t he Bodleian Digit al  Libraries Syst ems and Services were impressed by t he 

Linked Dat a t hat  FAST support ed.  (Ms.  Rumsey f irst  heard about  t he FAST vocabulary around 

2009 and not ed t hat  FAST was considered for use in t he JISC-funded Building t he Research 

Informat ion Infrast ruct ure (BRII) proj ect 11,  which at t empt ed t o creat e an ent it y st ore t hat  

could be used as a foundat ion for al l  of  t he Bodleian Libraries’  reposit ories. ) 

The FAST vocabulary is being implement ed in t hree dif ferent  proj ects:  t he Oxford Universit y 

Inst it ut ional  Reposit ory,  t he dat a cat alog (Dat aFinder) and t he Dat aBank inst it ut ional  dat a 

archive.  FAST wil l  not  be used by l ibrary cat alogers,  but ,  rat her,  manual deposit  end-users 
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wil l  use FAST t o add subj ect  t erms t o submit t ed works.  Addit ional ly,  Oxford hopes t o add 

FAST subj ect  t erms t o mat erial  t hat  is bulk-uploaded t o t he various syst ems t hough t his wil l  

require t he use of  a mapping t ool t o convert  exist ing subj ect  headings t o FAST.  The l ibrary 

st af f  have not  developed any t raining mat erial  for using t he FAST vocabulary,  but  t hey int end 

t o develop a short  “ how t o”  sect ion for users.  
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2.  Databib.org 

Interview Date: 7 February 2013 

Contact: Michael  Wit t ,  Purdue Universit y 

Interview Notes: Professor Wit t  f irst  heard about  FAST t wo years ago t hrough an OCLC news 

release.  The vocabulary looked very appl icable to t he work t hat  he was doing wit h t he IMLS-

funded Dat abib proj ect , 12 but  at  t he t ime,  t he OCLC FAST l icensing was t oo rest rict ive,  and 

t herefore he opt ed not  t o use it .  In December of  2011 OCLC released FAST as experiment al  

Linked Dat a and changed t he l icensing agreement  t o an Open Dat a Commons At t r ibut ion 

License.  This change in l icensing as well  as t he fact  t hat  FAST was now available as Linked 

Dat a prompt ed Wit t  t o reconsider using FAST in the Dat abib.org proj ect .  

Dat abib.org is a websit e t hat  cat alogs dat a reposit ories and al lows users t o quickly and easily 

f ind and access dat a for research (The repositories primarily cont ain research dat aset s such as 

inst rument  and sensor dat a,  spreadsheet s, int erview t ranscripts,  surveys,  observat ion logs,  

bioinformat ics dat a,  sof t ware source code, et c. ).  Prior t o using FAST,  Dat abib.org was using 

LCSH for subj ect  cat aloging,  but  it  decided t hat  the complexit y of  t he vocabulary was t oo 

f rust rat ing,  and it  t ook t oo much t ime t o assign terms t o a record.  The LCSH dat aset  t hat  

Dat abib.org was using included over 400,000 t erms/ URIs,  of  which only about  3,000 were used.  

In Oct ober of 2012 Dat abib.org began using FAST as it s primary cat aloging vocabulary.  The 

t eam used t he FAST Convert er to mat ch t he exist ing LCSH t erms wit h FAST headings. 

Approximat ely 2,000 t erms mat ched aut omat ically;  anot her 100 required manual  int ervent ion 

t o mat ch. 

Dat abib.org swit ched to FAST (for a sample display,  see f igure 4) because t he vocabulary was 

easier t o use and implement  t han LCSH.  Mr.  Wit t  comment ed t hat  FAST was developed for 

appl icat ions such as Dat abib.org.  It  al lows inexperienced cat alogers t o add headings quickly,  

and also allows users t o easily discover mat erial  by using facet s. Dat abib.org users can submit  

records for dat a reposit ories and subsequent ly cat alog t hem wit h appropriat e subj ect  t erms.  

Consequent ly t he t eam needed a simple vocabulary t hat  could be used by people having l i t t le 

or no knowledge of  cat aloging vocabularies or pract ices. 

http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/research/publications/library/2013/2013-04.pdf
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Dat abib.org downloads t he FAST Topical facet  headings t o it s local syst em and has an aut o-

complet e funct ion t hat  assists users in f inding and select ing t erms for use on a record. Users 

spend approximat ely 20 minut es cat aloging a record,  each of  which requires a minimum of  

one subj ect  heading. Af t er a record is submit t ed t o Dat abib.org,  it  is reviewed by t he 

Edit orial  Board and,  if  need be,  changes or addit ions are made. 

Dat abib.org does not  have any professional  user’ s guide for FAST but  does provide a one-page 

out l ine for users t o reference when adding subj ect  headings.  Dat abib.org current ly has over 

500 reposit ories cat aloged using FAST.  In addit ion t o simply adding t he st r ing subj ect  t erm,  

Dat abib.org also exposes t he FAST URI serial ized as RDFa (see f igure 5) wit h t he hope t hat ,  as 

t he Semant ic Web cont inues t o develop,  Linked Dat a wil l  become more relevant  and 

import ant  for dat a organizat ion,  dat a searching,  and dat a ret r ieval .  

Figure 4.  An individual record in Databib.org.   
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Figure 5.  An RDF sample in Databib.org.   
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3. National Library of New Zealand (Te Puna Mātauranga o Aotearoa) 

Interview dates: 17 and 25 Oct ober 2012 

Contacts: Karen Rol l i t t  and Diana Sola (int erviewed on separat e occasions) 

Interview Notes: 

Karen Rol l i t t ,  17 Oct ober—Ms.  Roll i t t  f irst  heard about  FAST when Eric Childress and Ed 

O’ Neil l  ran a t ut orial  at  t he 2003 Dubl in Core Conference (DC-2003) in Seat t le,  Washingt on 

(USA).  The Nat ional  l ibrary of  New Zealand (NLNZ) is current ly using FAST for indexing 

nat ional  art icles in Index New Zealand13.  They began using FAST in 2005,  and current ly t he 

art icle collect ion includes approximat ely 750,000 it ems.  Prior t o using FAST, t he l ibrary used 

t he APAIS (Aust ral ian Publ ic Af fairs Informat ion Service) Thesaurus for all  of  t heir indexing.  It  

was det ermined t hat  APAIS was not  det ailed enough,  and t here was fear t hat  t he t hesaurus 

would cease to be updat ed or maint ained.  The l ibrary adopt ed FAST because it  was more 

int uit ive and easier to use t han LCSH.  Since t he l ibrary is only indexing art icles,  it  was not  

cost -ef fect ive t o t rain st af f—some of  whom are not  cat alogers—to use LCSH.  In addit ion t o 

being easier t o use t han LCSH,  t he l ibrary l iked t he fact  t hat  al l  FAST f i les are aut hority f i les.  

This saves t ime and ef fort  for indexers.  The l ibrary also uses Ngā Ūpoko Tukutuku / Māori 
Subj ect  Headings

14 t o help provide local ized and cul t ural ly specif ic t erms. 

For t he purposes of  indexing art icles,  NLNZ uses FAST t opical  and geographic headings (for a 

sample record,  see f igure 6).  The l ibrary has been using FAST since 2005.  The l ibrary has had 

problems downloading FAST updat es and would l ike cont inued support  or maint enance of t he 

vocabulary.  Ms.  Rol l i t t  is also concerned t hat  t here is l i t t le communicat ion f rom OCLC about  

updat es or development  news regarding FAST.  Even t hough t he l ibrary has a local  copy of  t he 

FAST aut horit y f iles,  t he indexers f requent ly use searchFAST to f ind t he most  up-t o-dat e 

t erms.  This is due primarily t o dif f icul t ies downloading new facet  headings t o t heir local  

syst ems.  The source of t hese dif f icul t ies remains unclear.  

Diana Sola,  25 Oct ober—Ms. Sola f irst  became aware of  FAST in 2007,  while working wit h t he 

NLNZ Indexing Team.  Like Karen Rol l i t t ,  she also ment ioned t hat  t he l ibrary had used APAIS 

prior to adopt ing FAST. When concerns arose about  fut ure maint enance and t he broad use of 

subj ect  t erms in t he APAIS t hesaurus,  t he l ibrary began t o consider ot her possible 

http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/research/publications/library/2013/2013-04.pdf
http://innz.natlib.govt.nz/
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vocabularies t o use for art icle indexing,  including LSCH.  They decided t o t est  FAST for one 

mont h due t o it s relat ive ease to learn and implement ,  and t he fact  t hat  it s facets lent  

t hemselves well  t o indexing.  The l ibrary current ly employs 12 indexers, 10 of  whom are ful l -

t ime employees.  While t he st af f  is well  experienced,  not  al l have cat aloging experience. This 

was one of  t he fact ors considered when det ermining what  vocabulary t o adopt .  Af t er FAST 

was implement ed,  t he l ibrary had init ial  problems convert ing f rom APAIS t o FAST, due 

primarily t o problems associat ed wit h t he local  dat abase.  There was no init ial  ef fort  made t o 

ret roact ively add FAST headings t o older records, but  t he st af f  is current ly doing so during 

rout ine dat abase maint enance. 

As part  of  t he init ial  implement at ion,  t he NLNZ Indexing Team developed int ernal t raining 

programs and t ut orials for indexing st af f  on how t o implement  and use FAST.  The l ibrary 

current ly uses t he t opical ,  geographic,  and form facet s.  It  has mapped most  APAIS headings t o 

FAST,  al t hough manual  work is required to convert  APAIS headings wit h no direct  mat ch to 

FAST headings. In addit ion t o using FAST aut horized headings for indexing,  t he st af f  also use 

FAST’ s personal  names synt ax and format  for creat ing t heir own local  l ist  of  personal  names.  

Since 2009,  FAST t erms have been l inked wit h t he l ibrary’ s indexing dat abase so users can use 

t hem t o search t he art icle dat abase for desired mat erial .  In t he fut ure,  t he l ibrary would l ike 

t o be able t o suggest  new or revised FAST headings for aut horizat ion considerat ion.  

Addit ionally,  t he l ibrary would l ike to receive more regular updat es about  current  FAST 

developments and releases. 

Ms.  Sola was famil iar wit h services such as mapFAST,  but  had not  considered using t hem for 

any fut ure end-user services.  She was int erest ed in hearing about  how OCLC researchers t hink 

t hese t ools can be used or leveraged by l ibraries t o help improve t he FAST implement at ion as 

wel l  t he end-user experience. 

  

http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/research/publications/library/2013/2013-04.pdf
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Figure 6.  National Library of New Zealand’s use of FAST 

  

http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/research/publications/library/2013/2013-04.pdf
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4.  OCLC Online Computer Library Center,  Inc.  

Interview Date: 16 January 2013 

Contact: Diane Vizine-Goet z,  Ph.D. 

Interview Notes: Dr.  Vizine-Goet z has used FAST in t hree of  her OCLC research prot otypes:  

Classify (see f igures 7 and 8 for samples of  FAST headings displayed in a search resul t ),  

Kindred Works,  and Fict ion Finder.  She chose to use FAST primarily because all  of  t he 

headings were cont rol led,  whereas LCSH is not  cont rolled in WorldCat .org. Her research 

proj ect s primarily used t he t opical  and geographic facet s al t hough in bot h Kindred Works and 

Fict ion Finder t he Form facet  was also implement ed.  FAST is a f requent ly-used index in OCLC 

Classify (see t able 3 for FAST-use met rics for 2012).  

In addit ion t o t he aut horit y cont rol  of  FAST headings,  Dr.  Vizine-Goet z also l iked not  having t o 

deal  wit h long LCSH st rings t hat  could be confusing t o end-users at  t imes.  Overall  Dr.  Vizine-

Goet z is very impressed wit h FAST in regards t o it s ease of  use for bot h researchers as wel l as 

end-users.  She not ed t hat  she int ends t o cont inue t o use FAST for int ernal ,  sel f -cont ained 

OCLC proj ect s. 

Al t hough FAST is easy t o use,  t here were a few problems wit h some of t he current  headings 

and Dr.  Vizine-Goet z ment ioned a few improvement s t hat  could be made t o improve t he 

overal l  ut i l i t y of  t he vocabulary for fut ure proj ect s.  A challenge wit h using FAST is t hat  FAST 

headings are not  current ly added t o a large number of  OCLC bibl iographic records in t he 

product ion version of  WorldCat ,  and so are not  in WorldCat .org,  which makes informat ion 

ret r ieval  using FAST headings problemat ic.  She suggest ed t hat  if  FAST was implement ed int o 

WorldCat .org,  search and ret r ieval  using FAST in proj ect s such as Kindred Works could be 

great ly improved.   

Anot her area of  concern for Dr.  Vizine-Goet z was FAST’ s Form facet .  She t hinks t hat  t he 

various form headings need t o be cleaned up t o conform t o t he expanding LCTGF Vocabulary.  

FAST current ly import s and maps headings f rom bot h vocabularies,  which can cause overlap 

and confusion on t he part  of  cat alogers.  

http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/research/publications/library/2013/2013-04.pdf
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Anot her facet  t hat  Dr.  Vizine-Goet z would l ike t o see improved is t he chronological headings. 

She t hinks t hat  t he headings should be cleaned up t o al low t he chronological  t ime periods to 

be mat ched more accurat ely wit h resources. 

Anot her suggest ion about  possible FAST improvement s t hat  Dr.  Vizine-Goet z of fered was t hat  

t he FAST t eam should cont inue ongoing ef forts t o add lat it ude and longit ude coordinat es t o 

geographical  headings. 

As a f inal  not e,  Dr.  Vizine-Goet z t hought  t hat  it  would be int erest ing to see how end-users 

responded t o t he FAST’ s present at ion of  Uniform Tit le headings.  She is int erest ed in seeing 

how t hey use and underst and not  only t he concept  of  a uniform t it le while conduct ing 

searches but  also t he st ruct ural  form of  uniform t it les (e.g.,  Romeo and Jul iet  (Shakespeare, 

Wil l iam) or  Real  Housewives of  At lant a (Television Program)).  

Figure 7.  A list  of FAST subjects in search result  for OCLC Classify 

  

http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/research/publications/library/2013/2013-04.pdf
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Figure 8.  A list  of t it les in Classify 

Table 3 and it s associat ed bar chart  below show the number of FAST heading queries t hat  

were conduct ed in Classify t hroughout  2012. 

Table 3.  FAST heading queries in Classify (2012) 

Month Subject queries 

 

Jan 221,886 

Feb 230,432 

March 194,315 

Apri l 230,432 

May 182,584 

June 340,456 

July 354,161 

Aug 253,860 

Sept  263,186 

Oct  333,533 

Nov N/ A 

Dec 155,755 
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Table 4.  OCLC Research projects using FAST 

Proj ect  Name URL Informat ion 
Cont act   

Email 

OCLC Linked Data ht t p: / / www.ocl c.org/ us/ en/ news/ releases/ 2012/ 201238.ht m 

API:  ht t p: / / ocl c.org/ developer/ document at ion/ worldcat -

ident it ies/ response-det ail s 

Rick Bennet t  

bennet r@oclc.org 

WorldCat  Ident it ies ht t p: / / worldcat .org/ ident it ies/  

API:  ht t p: / / ocl c.org/ developer/ document at ion/ worldcat -

ident it ies/ response-det ail s 

Ralph LeVan  

levan@oclc.org 

WorldCat  Genres ht t p: / / www.worldcat .org/ genres/   

Diane Vizine-Goet z 

vizine@oclc.org 

WorldCat  Facebook App ht t ps: / / apps. facebook. com/ worldcat /   

Bruce Washburn 

washburb@oclc.org 

Enhanced WorldCat   

(Research Version) (OCLC int ernal  access only) 

Enriched version of  WorldCat  stewarded by OCLC 

Research 

Kerre Kammerer 

kammerer@oclc.org 

Kindred Works ht t p: / / experiment al .worldcat .org/ kindredworks/   

Diane Vizine-Goet z 

vizine@oclc.org 
Classify ht t p: / / classify.oclc.org/ cl assif y2/ api_docs/ index.ht ml  API:  ht t p: / / cl assi fy.oclc.org/ classify2/ api_docs/ index.ht ml  

Fict ion Finder ht t p: / / www.ocl c.org/ research/ act ivit ies/ f ict ionf inder.ht ml  Current ly on hiat us 

assignFAST ht t p: / / experiment al .worldcat .org/ f ast / assignf ast /  API:  ht t p: / / ocl c.org/ developer/ services/ assignf ast  

Rick Bennet t  

bennet r@oclc.org 

mapFAST ht t p: / / experiment al .worldcat .org/ mapfast /  API:  ht t p: / / ocl c.org/ developer/ services/ mapf ast  

searchFAST ht t p: / / fast .oclc.org/ searchf ast /  GUI for FAST 

FAST Linked Dat a ht t p: / / experiment al .worldcat .org/ f ast /   API:  ht t p: / / ocl c.org/ developer/ services/ f ast -l inked-dat a-api  

 

http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/research/publications/library/2013/2013-04.pdf
http://www.oclc.org/us/en/news/releases/2012/201238.htm
http://oclc.org/developer/documentation/worldcat-identities/response-details
http://oclc.org/developer/documentation/worldcat-identities/response-details
mailto:bennetr@oclc.org
http://worldcat.org/identities/
http://oclc.org/developer/documentation/worldcat-identities/response-details
http://oclc.org/developer/documentation/worldcat-identities/response-details
mailto:levan@oclc.org
http://www.worldcat.org/genres/
mailto:vizine@oclc.org
https://apps.facebook.com/worldcat/
mailto:washburb@oclc.org
mailto:kammerer@oclc.org
http://experimental.worldcat.org/kindredworks/
mailto:vizine@oclc.org
http://classify.oclc.org/classify2/api_docs/index.html
http://classify.oclc.org/classify2/api_docs/index.html
http://www.oclc.org/research/activities/fictionfinder.html
http://experimental.worldcat.org/fast/assignfast/
http://oclc.org/developer/services/assignfast
mailto:bennetr@oclc.org
http://experimental.worldcat.org/mapfast/
http://oclc.org/developer/services/mapfast
http://fast.oclc.org/searchfast/
http://experimental.worldcat.org/fast/
http://oclc.org/developer/services/fast-linked-data-api
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5.  RMIT Publishing
15

 

Interview Date: 23 January 2013 

Contact: Leanne Whit by 

Interview Notes: Ms.  Whit by f irst  heard about  FAST af t er having discovered and read chapt er 

12 in Library of  Congress Subj ect  Headings:  Pr inciples and Appl icat ion by Lois Mai Chan (2005). 

Her init ial  react ion to t he new vocabulary was t hat  it  would be a great  replacement  for 

RMIT’ s exist ing indexing vocabulary,  which at  t he t ime rel ied on LCSH (having used APAIS 

Thesaurus for a number of years).  RMIT primarily indexes art icles,  report s,  conference papers 

(bot h professional  and academic),  book chapt ers and books. Al l of  t heir indexed mat erials are 

available t hrough t heir websit e www. informit .com.au. 16  

In early 2011 RMIT underwent  a proj ect  t o develop a new indexing int erface t hat  used FAST 

headings as a replacement  for LCSH (see f igures 9 and 10 for sample displays).  The reason for 

making t he swit ch was primarily based on t he ease of  use t hat  FAST of fered when compared 

t o LCSH.  Since t he indexers are general ly not  t rained in cat aloging or l ibrarianship, t here was 

dif f icul t y in using t he lengt hy and somet imes compl icat ed LCSH st rings t o creat e art icle 

subj ect  indexes. Ms.  Whit by expressed t he concern t hat  LCSH was simply t oo complex for t he 

average indexer.  She also comment ed t hat  FAST of fered improved t erm governance since al l  

FAST heading are also aut horit y records17.  

The updat ed indexing int erface was launched in February of  2012 (RMIT 2012)18.  The syst em 

uses a cust om indexing int erface t hat  allows indexers t o select  FAST headings f rom a 

dropdown menu wit h an aut o-suggest  included to help decrease t he t ime spent  f inding a 

desired t erm.  If  a specif ic t erm is not  found,  t he indexers are inst ruct ed t o use t he OCLC 

searchFAST service t o f ind t he appropriat e t erm and manual ly import  it  int o t heir indexing 

syst em.  Every morning a comput er scans al l new FAST headings in t he RMIT syst ems,  and 

cross-references t hem wit h t he FAST SRU dat abase in order t o verify t hey are val id.  RMIT 

ut i l izes all  FAST (i.e. ,  al l of  t he facets) and keeps t heir  dat abase up-t o-dat e by regularly 

downloading FAST f i le dumps f rom t he OCLC websit e19.  RMIT has not  creat ed any specif ic 

t raining mat erial  for using FAST but  has produced and dist r ibut es to t heir indexers guidel ines 

on how t o use t he cust om int erface t o index mat erial ,  which also includes coverage on 

indexing wit h FAST. 

http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/research/publications/library/2013/2013-04.pdf
http://www.informit.com.au/
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In addit ion t o creat ing a cust om user int erface f rom which indexers can select  and assign 

FAST headings, t he RMIT development  t eam also creat ed a cust om algorit hm t o convert  

exist ing LCSH t erms int o FAST headings.  RMIT used approximat ely 169,000 LCSH t erms 

(80,000 of  which were only used once),  and t hrough using t heir algorit hm t hey successfully 

convert ed 82% over t o FAST headings. 20 Once t he algorit hm convert ed an LCSH t erm int o a 

FAST t erm,  t he RMIT t eam used FAST Convert er to val idat e t he accuracy of  t he conversion. 

One of  t he quest ions t hat  Ms. Whit by posed was whet her OCLC had t he abil i t y t o help t hem 

convert  t he remaining 18% of  t he un-encoded LCSH headings int o FAST headings.  As of  now,  

RMIT st i l l  uses t he old LCSH headings for t erms t hat  could not  successful ly be convert ed over 

t o FAST.  The algorit hm has subsequent ly been used t o ret roact ively assign FAST headings t o 

mat erial  t hat  had previously been indexed using LCSH. 

The success of  t he new syst em has prompt ed RMIT t o expand t he use of  FAST t o ot her areas 

of  indexing.  The organizat ion is current ly implement ing FAST indexing int o an updat e of  

RMIT’ s Informit  TVNews service21,  which wil l  al low users to search for and f ind news programs 

onl ine.  Ms.  Whitby t hought  t hat  FAST’ s facet ed nat ure is very int uit ive for users t o underst and,  

and t hinks it  could be leveraged by RMIT t o improve overal l  informat ion search and ret r ieval .  

She is also int erest ed in exploring t he possibil i t ies of  using FAST’ s Linked Dat a for fut ure 

research and development .  

Some quest ions and comments Ms.  Whit by had regarding furt her improvement  t o FAST 

included developing bet t er reference guides and vocabulary guidel ines.  One of  t he main 

guidel ines ut il ized during RMIT’ s FAST vocabulary research and development  t hat  went  

int o it s indexing syst em came f rom Chan and O’ Neil l ’ s FAST:  Facet ed Appl icat ion of  

Subj ect  Terminology (2010).  This book was publ ished when RMIT was in t he f inal  st age of  

implement ing FAST and was used t o guide t his effort  t hrough complet ion.  Prior t o t hat ,  

t he RMIT development  t eam ut i l ized t hese resources and t ools to guide t heir FAST product  

development  work:  

Databases and Tools 

• FAST—full  aut horit y f ile:  ht t p: / / fast .oclc.org/  

• FAST Convert er:  ht t p: / / experiment al .worldcat .org/ fast / fast convert er/  

• FAST SRU dat abase: ht t p: / / t spilot .oclc.org/ fast / ?operat ion=explain&version=1.1 

http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/research/publications/library/2013/2013-04.pdf
http://fast.oclc.org/
http://experimental.worldcat.org/fast/fastconverter/
http://tspilot.oclc.org/fast/?operation=explain&version=1.1
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Resources 

• Chan,  Lois Mai.  2005. Library of  Congress Subj ect  Headings:  Principles and Appl icat ion.  

West port ,  Connect icut :  Libraries Unl imit ed.  ht t p: / / www.worldcat .org/ oclc/ 57373683.   

• O’ Neil l ,  Edward T. O'Neil l ,  Lois Mai Chan, Eric Childress,  Rebecca Dean,  Lynn M.  El -

Hoshy, and Diane Vizine-Goet z.  2001. “ Form Subdivisions:  Their Ident if icat ion and Use 

in LCSH.”  Library Resources & Technical  Services.  45 (Oct ober):  187-197.  

ht t p: / / www.ala.org/ alct s/ sit es/ ala.org.alct s/ f i les/ cont ent / resources/ l rts/ archive/ 45

n4.pdf   

Addit ional resources and tools are available at  

ht t p: / / www.oclc.org/ research/ act ivit ies/ fast .html   

Ms.  Whit by also expressed int erest  in a more up-to-dat e and det ailed set  of  guidel ines, as 

wel l  as a more developed and connect ed forum for asking FAST relat ed quest ions. She would 

l ike t o see only FAST headings used in RMIT’ s subj ect  index dat abase; work remains ongoing 

unt i l  al l  LCSH t erms are convert ed t o FAST. 

Figure 9.  A list  of FAST index terms displayed in Informit 

http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/research/publications/library/2013/2013-04.pdf
http://www.worldcat.org/oclc/57373683
http://www.ala.org/alcts/sites/ala.org.alcts/files/content/resources/lrts/archive/45n4.pdf
http://www.ala.org/alcts/sites/ala.org.alcts/files/content/resources/lrts/archive/45n4.pdf
http://www.oclc.org/research/activities/fast.html
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Figure 10.  Individual record display in Informit 
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6.  Sterling and Francine Clark Art  Institute Library 

Interview Date: 12 February 2013 

Contact: Penny Baker 

Interview Notes: Ms.  Baker f irst  heard about  FAST t hrough a present at ion given at  a 

conference in 2006.  She recal ls t hat  t he new vocabulary was receiving a large amount  of  

at t ent ion and hype because it  was being presented as compat ible wit h Dubl in Core.  

In 2012,  t he l ibrary began an IMLS-funded proj ect  t o digit ize and provide cat aloging for a 

port ion of  t he Mary Ann Beinecke Decorat ive Art  Collect ion.  The records for t he rare books 

(approximat ely 400) in t he col lect ion were original ly cat aloged bet ween 1977 and 1978 and 

cont ained very few subj ect  t erms.  The t eam’ s plan was t o add new subj ect  t erms t o each 

record in order to enhance access and visibi l i t y of  t he mat erials in t he Library’ s CONTENTdm 

collect ion (for a sample record display,  see f igure 11).  The t eam select ed FAST as t heir 

cat aloging vocabulary because of  it s simpl icit y and ease of  use. Since t he maj orit y of  t he 

cat aloging was being done by l ibrary int erns wit h l i t t le cat aloging experience,  t here was a 

great  int erest  in using a vocabulary was easy t o use and did not  have t he complexit y typical  

of  LCSH. 

The exist ing assigned headings (primarily LCSH) were ret ained,  and FAST headings and AAT 

(Art  and Archi t ect ure Thesaurus) t erms were added.  There was no at t empt  t o convert  

exist ing LCSH headings int o FAST headings. The team is using t he FAST Topical  facet  as wel l 

as t he Form facet .  The t erms are found and select ed using assignFAST,  which Ms.  Baker said 

was very easy t o use and worked wel l .  She not ed t hat  assignFAST’ s cut  and past e funct ion was 

similar in concept  t o t he OCLC Connexion (OCLC’ s cat aloging service int erface) and t herefore 

easy t o use and explain.  

One of  t he minor problems t hat  Ms.  Baker had in implement ing FAST was t he lack of  any 

guidel ines or t raining mat erial.  The t eam purchased and used FAST:  Facet ed Appl icat ion of  

Subj ect  Terminology (Chan and O’ Neil l  2010),  but  she comment ed t hat  it  was not  designed 

t o al low for quick look-up or reference.  She also was sl ight ly annoyed by t he lack of  updat es 

and release not es on t he FAST proj ect  websit e.  In addit ion to using t he FAST st r ing headings,  

t he t eam is also including t he FAST Linked Dat a URI,  t hough t hey are not  packaging t hem in 

RDF markup. 

http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/research/publications/library/2013/2013-04.pdf
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The IMLS-funded proj ect  is set  t o end in Oct ober of  2013,  and Ms.  Baker said t hat  t here are no 

current  plans t o use FAST in any upcoming proj ect s.  She did say t hat  she would use FAST 

again in anot her digit al  cat aloging proj ect ,  or non-MARC based cat aloging proj ect .  Ot herwise,  

t here is no int erest  in using FAST for everyday cat aloging. 

Figure 11.  A record display in the Sterling and Francine Clark Art Institute 

Library’s CONTENTdm system 
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7.  Universiteitsbibliotheek Amsterdam (University of Amsterdam 

Library) 

Interview date: 27 November 2012 

Contact: Aad van Duij n 

Introductory remarks: Lat e in 2007,  inspired by a MARC21 conference in Frankfurt  and a visit  

t o t he American Library Associat ion (ALA),  t he Universit y of  Amst erdam Library init iat ed a 

nat ionwide t ransit ion program f rom Dut ch met adat a st andards,  rules and regulat ions t o 

int ernat ional  met adat a st andards for al l  Dut ch academic l ibraries.  FAST was discussed as 

early as t he init ial  brainst orming session in Amst erdam.  In accordance wit h t he nat ionwide 

init iat ive,  t he Universit y of Amst erdam Library it sel f  adopt ed MARC21 and AACR in 2009 while 

implement ing a new ILS (Aleph).  In 2012 t hey swit ched t o Engl ish as t he language of  

cat aloging,  working direct ly in WorldCat  using t he Connexion cl ient .  RDA and LCC wil l be 

implement ed in 2013, and a decision on t he act ive use of  LCSH and/ or FAST is t o be expect ed 

short ly.  The recent  FAST pilot  t herefore forms part  of  a long t erm st rat egy.  

Interview Notes: Mr.  Van Duij n f irst  came t o know about  FAST in a book about  LCSH writ t en 

by Lois Mai Chan (Chan 2005).  He found addit ional  informat ion about  FAST on t he OCLC 

Research websit e.  His manager f irst  heard about  FAST at  an ALA conference several years 

ago.  The Universit y of Amst erdam Library used t he Gemeenschappel i j ke 

Onderwerpsont slui t ing (GOO) f rom t he mid-1980s t o June of  2012.  Since t he GOO is no 

longer maint ained, and t he Library is swit ching to Engl ish-language cat aloging, an al t ernat e,  

Engl ish-language,  t hesaurus was needed.  FAST was chosen and is current ly being used in a 

pilot  program for original Engl ish-language cat aloging of  monographs
22.  Tit les t hat  are copy-

cat aloged al ready have LCSH assigned t o t hem in most  cases.  The st udy is t o see if  FAST is 

adequat e in t erms of  ret r ievably, visibil i t y,  and “ cl ickabil i t y”  in t heir local  OPAC and t heir 

Primo search engine,  as well  as in WorldCat .  

FAST was chosen because it  has a simple synt ax but  st i l l  ret ains t he semant ic r ichness of  LCSH. 

Mr.  Van Duij n is t he only cat aloger current ly using FAST.  He has t hus far not  experienced any 

dif f icul t ies in incorporat ing FAST int o his cat aloging workf low.  The Library has not  developed 
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any t raining mat erial ,  but  Mr. Van Duij n has rel ied on t he FAST:  Facet ed Appl icat ion of  

Subj ect  Terminology book by Ed O’ Neil l  and Lois Chan as a reference guide (2010). 

The feat ures of  FAST most  appreciat ed include the ext ensive number of headings (over 1.6 

mil l ion) and t he ext remely simple,  easy-t o-use synt ax.  Al l  of  t he facet s are being used for 

subj ect  cat aloging. The universit y is current ly t est ing FAST t o see if  i t  is suit able for regular 

use.  As a replacement  of LCSH for day-t o-day cat aloguing t here are st i l l  some maj or concerns 

because FAST is not ,  t o t heir knowledge,  used by large research l ibraries and FAST is probably 

not  included in t hird-party aut horit y services (Marcive,  LTI et c. ).  Addit ionally,  FAST is not  an 

int ernat ional  st andard as LCSH de f act o is.  There is also a qual it y issue at  st ake as LCSH 

headings of fer more cont ext  t han FAST headings.  The Universit y of  Amst erdam Library is 

considering t he use of  FAST for large digit izat ion proj ect s.  Furt hermore,  t he l ibrary is 

int erest ed in mapping t he Dut ch GOO t hesaurus to FAST
23.   

Of  t he FAST t ools Van Duij n is most  impressed wit h searchFAST (for looking up t erms) and 

assignFAST (for simply copy and past e t erm assignment ).  FAST headings can current ly be 

found in cat aloged it ems t hrough t he universit y’ s local OPAC as well  as Primo and in WorldCat .  
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8.  University of Illinois at  Chicago 

Interview Date: 22 February 2013 

Contact: Joan Schuit ema 

Interview Notes: Joan worked wit h FAST when she was at  t he Universit y of  Il l inois at  Chicago 

(UIC) f rom 2005-2010.  She learned about  FAST t hrough a present at ion given at  ALA and f rom 

various OCLC news releases.  Joan was a member of  t he PCC St anding Commit t ee on St andards 

wit h Eric Childress and af t er consul t ing him about  FAST,  decided t hat  t hat  it  would be a good 

f it  for her proj ect  at  UIC. 

UIC began t o use FAST in 2007 t o cat alog local  city/ suburban government  document s f rom t he 

American Planning Associat ion (APA) collect ion held by t he universit y.  There were t ens of  

t housands of  documents in t he collect ion.  Prior to t his proj ect  t here had been l it t le at t empt  

t o cat alog any part  of  t he collect ion.  FAST was chosen because it  was seen as being easier 

and fast er t o use t han LCSH.  Since t he mat erials in t he collect ion were very similar in t ype,  

locat ion, and scope,  t he cat aloger could set  up templat es for a part icular group of  document s.  

For example,  a set  of  documents f rom a similar town would all  have t he same geographic 

heading.  Therefore t he only work needed for t hose document s would be to add specif ic 

t opical headings. This saved t ime and ef fort  for cat alogers and helped improve uniformit y 

across t he collect ion.  

The proj ect  was int ended to be st art ed by professional  cat aloger and t hen t ransit ioned t o less 

experienced l ibrary st af f  members.  This proposed plan made t he choice to use FAST even 

more appeal ing since t he long-t erm goal  was t o use paraprofessional  l ibrary st af f  to add 

headings t o document s.  Al t hough FAST was very easy t o use and implement ,  t here was some 

push-back f rom experienced cat alogers who wanted t o cont inue t o use LCSH.  When Joan lef t  

UIC in 2010, t he proj ect  was st i l l  ongoing,  and FAST was st il l  being used. 
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9.  University of North Dakota 

Interview date: 19 November 2012 

Contact: Shelby Harken 

Interview Notes: The Universit y of  Nort h Dakot a digit al  l ibrary has t wo ful l-t ime cat alogers.  

Ms.  Harken has over 45 years experience in cat aloging and t here is also an associat e cat aloger 

t hat  has a bachelor’ s degree in art .  The associat e cat aloger does not  have a degree in l ibrary 

science but  has been using FAST since t he digit al  l ibrary was creat ed in 2004. 

Harken f irst  heard about  FAST in 2002.  The Universit y of Nort h Dakot a began using FAST in 

2004 t o cat alog digit al  images in CONTENTdm.  Their CONTENTdm it ems (see a sample record 

display in f igure 12) use a cust om Dubl in Core t emplat e and FAST is used in conj unct ion wit h 

t he Art  & Archi t ect ure Thesaurus (AAT) and t he Thesaurus f or  Graphic Mat er ials in t he 

creat ion of  subj ect  met adat a for phot os, pot t ery,  and special col lect ions. FAST is not  

current ly used t o cat alog t heir “ Writ ers’  Conference”  it ems,  which include readings and 

writ ing of  up-and-coming aut hors. The universit y began using FAST when it  init iat ed t he 

development  of  it s digit al  collect ion in 2004,  and t herefore no vocabulary was used prior to 

FAST.  FAST was chosen by t he universit y primarily because it  is easy for non-professionals t o 

use and apply.  This is in part  because all  of  t he t erms in t he FAST vocabulary have val id 

aut horit y records.  The digit al  col lect ions l ibrary has cont inued it s use of  FAST because it  has 

been easy t o implement  and apply to it em records.  When t he l ibrary f irst  began using FAST 

t he appl icat ion of  subj ect  t erms required a fair amount  of  guesswork. This was primarily due 

t o t he fact  t hat  FAST was not  yet  complet ed, and t he rule and guidel ines for specif ic facet s 

were not  yet  est abl ished.  One example of t his is t he assignment  of  “ bays”  (FAST assigns bays 

wit h t he associat ed body of  wat er while LCSH assigns t hem t o an associat ed land mass).  The 

l ibrary has not  developed any t raining mat erial for t he use or implement at ion of  FAST but  

t hey do use FAST:  Facet ed Appl icat ion of  Subj ect  Terminology book by Ed O’ Neil l  and Lois 

Chan as a reference t ext  (2010).  

The feat ure t hat  t he l ibrary l ikes t he most  about  FAST is t he abil i t y t o easily and quickly look 

up t erms onl ine via searchFAST,  and t hen apply them in CONTENTdm.  The search int erface is 

st raight forward, and t he facet ed syst em al lows for easy dist inct ion bet ween t erms.  Unl ike 
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LCSH t here is no need t o st r ing t oget her mul t iple t erms in order to form a val id subj ect  t erm.  

Ms.  Harken was famil iar wit h t he mapFAST and FAST l inked dat a API,  but  t he digit al  collect ion 

l ibrary is not  current ly using any of  t he services.   

In t he fut ure Ms.  Harken would l ike t o int egrat e FAST int o t he regular cat aloging 

workf low. Once t he l ibrary get s Primo fully int egrat ed,  users wil l  be able t o search across 

t he ent ire University of Nort h Dakot a l ibrary system for mat erials and use FAST headings 

t o conduct  searches. 
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Figure 12.  A record of display in the University of North Dakota's use of 

CONTENTdm system 
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10.  Biodiversity Heritage Library (BHL) 
24

 

Interview Date: 11 Oct ober 2012 

Contacts: Suzanne Pilsk and Bianca Crowley 

Interview Notes: The Biodiversity Herit age Library proj ect  began in lat e 2006 and includes 14 

member l ibraries,  2 of which are based in t he UK.  When t he proj ect  f irst  st art ed,  Ms.  Pi lsk 

was an advocat e for using FAST but  t he opinion was not  shared wit h t he rest  of  t he 

management  t eam.  The BHL cont ains records f rom al l  of  t he member l ibraries but  t he 

vocabularies in t he MARC records vary great ly.  These include LSCH, Nat ional  Agricul t ural 

Library's Agr icul t ural  Thesaurus headings, as wel l as unique subj ect  headings.  In order t o add 

uniformit y t o t he records, t he BHL current ly uses as very basic algorit hm to parse t he 

headings and creat e a keyword l ist  t hat  can be used for searching.  

The l ibrary did not  get  very far in pursuing t he use of  FAST, but  t hey are st i l l  int erest ed in t he 

possibil i t y of using it  t o st andardize t he various types of  subj ect  headings t hat  t heir records 

cont ain.  Since t he l ibrary does not  have t he necessary underlying st ruct ure in place,  t here are 

no current  plans t o use t he l inked dat a feat ures of  FAST,  but  t here is excit ement  about  t he 

end-user feat ures t hat  FAST support s.  mapFAST was one such feat ure t hat  Ms.  Pilsk was 

famil iar wit h and t hought  was of  int erest .  Ms.  Crowley was not  famil iar wit h mapFAST.  
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11.  Minnesota State University,  Mankato
25

 

Interview Date: 12 Sept ember 2012 

Contact: Robert  Bot hmann 

Interview Notes: Mr.  Bot hmann f irst  heard about  FAST when he met  Ed O’ Neil l  at  an ALA 

conference in 2002.  The university l ibrary is not  current ly using FAST, but  FAST headings do 

appear in t heir cat alog, presumably because of  the presence of  records creat ed by l ibraries 

t hat  are using FAST.  The l ibrary current ly uses LCSH as it s cat aloging vocabulary.  

Mr.  Bot hmann was very int erest ed in using t he FAST vocabulary as a means of  geographic 

locat ion and searching.  He ment ioned t hat  t his feat ure would help regional  researchers by 

showing t hem where in t he st at e prior research had been conduct ed.  This feat ure would also 

help Minnesot a St at e University st udents decide on research proposals for t heir Capst one 

proj ect s.  His idea was for st udents t o use t he coordinat es associat ed wit h FAST headings t o 

ident ify locat ions t hat  have already been t he subj ect  of  research papers and use t hat  

informat ion t o develop unique proposal  and as a means t o f ind relevant  research t o help 

support  t heir proj ect s.  He not ed t hat  it  is very dif f icul t  t o use MARC records t o t rack locat ion,  

but  t hey have experiment ed using File Maker Pro t o manual ly add lat it ude and longit ude t o 

individual  records,  and it  worked well .  

The cat aloging st af f  at  Minnesot a St at e University,  Mankat o l ibrary consist s of  t wo expert  

cat alogers.  Their cat alog is open t o ext ernal  users.  He was very excit ed about  t he possibil i t y 

of  using t he FAST geographic facet  in t he l ibrary’ s records.   

Af t er exploring mapFAST,  Mr.  Bot hmann inquired why he could not  f ind his t hesis in WorldCat ,  

when using mapFAST and searching for his home t own (which was t he t opic of  his t hesis).  The 

problem was t hat  t he subj ect  heading he used for t he t hesis was an LCSH t erm and mapFAST 

was not  able t o parse t he heading in WorldCat .  This wil l  no longer be an issue when when 

FAST is implement ed int o WorldCat .   
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12.  University of Western Ontario (Ph.D.  Research Project) 

Interview Date: 17 January 2013 

Contact: Olha Buchel ,  Ph.D. 

Interview Notes: Dr.  Buchel  init ial ly heard about  FAST t hrough a present at ion t hat  Eric 

Childress gave at  a conference in Canada.  She was int erest ed in using t he geographic headings 

t o assist  in her doctoral  research int o how met adat a records could be used by services t o 

produce end-user dat a visual izat ion tools.  Her proj ect 26 focused specif ical ly on mapping 

visual izat ions for Ukrainian bibl iographic holdings.  She did not  end up implement ing FAST in 

her research primarily because t here were not  many FAST headings for t he Ukraine t hat  

act ual ly had lat it ude and longit ude coordinat es.  Addit ionally,  t here were almost  no 

bibl iographic records t hat  had FAST headings associat ed wit h t hem.  She was also disappoint ed 

t hat  t here was not  an opt ion/ abil i t y for users t o submit  or add coordinat es for addit ion t o 

FAST geographical  headings. 

Wit h t he cont inual  improvement  to FAST geographic headings,  Dr.  Buchel  is considering 

using FAST in fut ure geo-spat ial  research and possibly in furt her development  of  init ial 

Ph.D.  research. 
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13.  People of the Founding Era 

Interview Date: 15 January 2013 

Contact: Susan Perdue 

Interview notes: The People of t he Founding Era had been int erest ed in using FAST for 

t agging hist orical  document s.  Ms.  Perdue had f irst  heard about  FAST f rom a co-worker who 

had previously worked as a programmer for t he Theodore Roosevel t  Cent er Digit al  Library 

(where FAST was being used).  The plan t o use FAST was never init iat ed due t o complexit y of  

t he init ial  proj ect .  Ms.  Perdue was very int erest ed in using FAST because all  of  t he people 

who would have been t agging document s were not  professional  cat alogers and had no 

experience using or assigning t he complex st r ing t hat  would have been necessary for LCSH.  In 

t heir sit uat ion,  t he relat ive simpl icity of  FAST would have been a huge advant age not  only for 

accuracy but  more import ant ly for t he speed at  which workers could t ag documents.  Anot her 

advant age would be t he ret r ieval  of  relevant  historical  document s based on cont rol led 

subj ect  headings based on hist orical  event s.  

Ms.  Perdue was most  int erest ed in using FAST’ s event  headings in order t o connect  relat ively 

vague or obscure hist orical  document s wit h broader and more widely known hist orical  event s. 

Previously,  t he collect ion was t agged using occupat ional  headings,  which could be 

problemat ic in t erms of f inding desired document s and relat ed mat erial.  There was also some 

int erest  in using t he names facet ,  but  Ms.  Perdue t hought  t hat  it  would have been sl ight ly 

more problemat ic t o mat ch FAST names wit h t he relat ively obscure individuals t hat  aut hored 

t he hist orical document s in t heir col lect ion.   

While t here are no current  plans t o use FAST in any set  proj ect s,  Ms. Perdue is st i l l  very 

int erest ed in using t he vocabulary.  
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14.  l’Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM) [University of Quebec in 

Montreal]  

Interview date: 10 Oct ober 2012 

Contact: Benoit  Bilodeau 

Interview Notes: Mr.  Bilodeau f irst  heard about  FAST at  t he 2008 10t h Int ernat ional  ISKO 

Conference in Mont real ,  where he heard Eric Childress give a present at ion on t he 

development  of  FAST. He was surprised at  how similar t he facet ed vocabulary was t o a 

proj ect  t hat  he and his col leagues had been working on at  t he Universit y of  Quebec since1994 

(see f igure 13).  His proj ect ,  cal led le Répert oi re des Aut or i t és-Suj et  de l 'UQAM (RASUQAM), 27 

developed out  of  t he need t o creat e a more robust  t hesaurus to replace t he Unit erm 

aut omat ed syst em t hat  t he l ibrary had been using since 1970.  The f irst  use of  t he RASUQAM 

syst em was in November 1994. Current ly t he t hesaurus has 52,000 t erms,  and it  is st i l l  being 

developed.  The Universit y of  Quebec in Mont real  is current ly t he only user of  t he t hesaurus.  

French is t he indexing language used in t he syst em,  but  Engl ish can be used as a searching 

language.  

He decided t o use facets because “ t hey come natural ly t o users. ”  While t he syst em does not  

employ t he use of  l inked dat a,  it  does include reference l inks t o Wikipedia.org for al l  

appl icable headings.  This informat ion is coded in t he marc 670 $u f ield.  Five years ago, t he 

t eam began t o map RASUQAM t o bot h LCSH and Répert oi re de vedet t es-mat ière (RVM)
28.  
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Figure 13.  Individual record illustrating the resemblance between University of 

Quebec’s RASUQAM system and FAST 
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15.  University of Texas School of Public Health at  Houston
29

 

Interview Date: 13 Sept ember 2012 

Contact: Richard L. Guinn 

Interview Notes: Mr.  Guinn f irst  heard about  FAST in 1998/ 1999 and cont act ed OCLC about  to 

t he possibil i t y of implement ing it  in t he l ibrary.  Local  issues prevent ed t he l ibrary’ s adopt ion 

of  FAST.  His l ibrary has a large local  collect ion of mat erial  t hat  uses bot h MeSH and LC as 

subj ect  vocabularies.  The l ibrary uses Ex Libris and has a lot  of  local records,  and Mr. Guinn 

was hoping to use FAST as a means t o st andardize al l  of  t he headings.  On init ial ly hearing 

bout  FAST, he t hought  t hat  it  would be very well  adapt ed at  t he t ask of  st andardizing local  

l ibrary records.  In cont rast  t o LCSH,  it  appeared t hat  FAST had comprehensively aut horized 

t erms and t hat  t he synt ax was much simpler t o use and implement .  

Mr.  Guinn’ s cat aloging st af f  consist s of  himsel f  and anot her part -t ime cat aloger.  He described 

t heir cat aloging skil ls as “ wel l experienced”  since t oget her t hey have about  20 years’  of  

cat aloging experience combined.  Mr.  Guinn had not  heard any updat e news on FAST since he 

last  made cont act  wit h OCLC back in 2008,  expressing int erest  in t he use of  t he FAST websit e.   
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16.  World Marit ime University 

Interview Date: 4 March 2013 

Contact: Chris Hoebeke 

Interview Notes: Mr.  Hoebeke was a st udent  of  Dr.  Lois Chan and became famil iar wit h t he 

FAST vocabulary t hrough FAST:  Facet ed Appl icat ion of  Subj ect  Terminology aut hored by Chan 

and O’ Neil l  (2010).  Since t he int erview,  he has convert ed f if t y t housand bibl iographic records 

and loaded t hem on a t est  inst ance of t heir Koha ILS.  

Mr.  Hoebeke ment ioned t hat  one of  t he reasons he was at t ract ed t o FAST was because t he 

facet ed out l ine of  t he vocabulary makes it  easy to use (bot h as a cat aloger and as an end-user 

conduct ing searches).  For t he purposes of  his l ibrary,  t radit ional  LCSH is t oo complex for 

facet ing.  One aspect  of LCSH t hat  Mr.  Hoebeke does l ike is t hat  t he vocabulary lends it sel f  

wel l  t o browsing by subj ect  and subj ect  hierarchies,  whereas facet s serve only t o l imit  or 

narrow an exist ing resul t  set .  He post ulat ed t hat  using LCSH in combinat ion wit h FAST could 

make for a very powerful  and easy to use search syst em. 

If  t he l ibrary were t o use FAST in any fut ure proj ect s,  Mr.  Hoebeke ment ioned t hat  he would 

be part icularly int erest ed in t he Geographic and Topical  headings,  but  he t hought  t hat  t he 

Uniform Tit les might  also be of  int erest .  In considering FAST’ s approach t o geographic 

headings,  Mr.  Hoebeke disagreed wit h some of  t he body of  wat er second level  headings,  

suggest ing t hat  t hey should probably be val id f irst  level  headings.  In part icular he quest ioned 

whet her anyone l iving in Europe would t hink of t he Bal t ic as a subordinat e region of  t he 

At lant ic (At lant ic Ocean—Balt ic Sea),  and he t hought  it  would be more useful  as a f irst  level  

geographic heading. 

  

http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/research/publications/library/2013/2013-04.pdf


FAST (Faceted Applicat ion of  Subj ect  Terminology) Users:  Summary and Case St udies 

 

 

 

 
ht t p: / / www.oclc.org/ content / dam/ research/ publicat ions/ library/ 2013/ 2013-04.pdf   August  2013 
Jef f rey Mixter and Eric R.  Childress,  for OCLC Research Page 50 

 

 

 

Notes

 

1 FAST proj ect  page:  ht t p: / / www.oclc.org/ research/ act ivit ies/ fast .html 

2 CORC: ht t p: / / www.oclc.org/ research/ news/ 1998/ 09-28.ht ml 

3 FAST tools and dat a:  ht t p: / / f ast .oclc.org/ searchfast /  

4 As known to OCLC st af f  

5 Aust ral ian Public Af fairs Informat ion Service [ t hesaurus] :  ht t p: / / www.nla.gov.au/ apais/   

6 FAST implement ed in 2012 (see RMIT 2011) 

7 LCNAF is used for al l  personal names:  ht t p: / / id. loc.gov/ aut horit ies/ names.html 

8 As known to OCLC st af f  

9 JEL Classif icat ion Syst em: ht t p: / / www.aeaweb.org/ j el/ j el_class_syst em.php 

10 AMS Mathemat ics Subj ect  Classif icat ion:  ht t p: / / www.ams.org/ mat hscinet / msc/ msc2010.html 

11 BRII proj ect :  ht t p: / / bri i .medsci.ox.ac.uk/  

12 Dat abib proj ect : ht t p: / / dat abib.org 

13 Index New Zealand:  ht t p: / / innz.nat l ib.govt .nz 

14 Ngā Ūpoko Tukutuku / Māori Subject Headings: 
ht t p: / / mshupoko.nat l ib.govt .nz/ mshupoko/ index.htm 

15 “ RMIT Publishing is a business unit  of  RMIT Training Pty Lt d,  a wholly owned subsidiary of  RMIT 

Universit y” : ht t p: / / www. informit .com.au  

16 Not e:  RMIT cont ent  is indexed in WorldCat  Local 

17 Except ion is Chronological headings (FAST facet  148):  “ Authorit y records for chronological headings 

are est ablished only when needed for references or l inkages”  (Chan and O’ Neil l  2010,  99) 

18 See (RMIT Publishing 2012) 

19 Available at :  ht t p: / / t spilot .oclc.org/ fast / ?operat ion=explain&version=1.1 

20 4% of  t he LCSH terms were set  up as LC-to-FAST-mapping test  cases t o verify t he conversion.  

21 Informit  TVNews: ht t p: / / www. informit .com.au/ t vnews.ht ml  

22 For an example of  a WorldCat  record creat ed by UvA using FAST, see 
ht t p: / / www.worldcat .org/ oclc/ 706651462 

23 Not e:  OCLC Research has a proj ect  underway t o test  algorit hms t o map GOO to FAST. 
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24 As a fol low-up,  OCLC sent  bot h Pilsk and Crowley l inks to t he most  recent  version of  t he FAST 

websit e as well as a searchFAST PowerPoint  (O’ Neil l ,  Bennet t  and Kammerer 2010) that  Ed O’Neil l  

present ed at  t he IFLA Sat ell i t e Post -Conference in 2010.  

25 As a fol low-up t o t he int erview, Mr.  Mixt er sent  Mr.  Bot hman l inks to mapFAST (OCLC Research 

2012),  and a searchFAST PowerPoint  (O’ Neil l ,  Bennet t  and Kammerer 2010) t hat  Ed O’ Neil l  
present ed at  t he IFLA Sat ell i t e Post -Conference in 2010.  

26 Collect ion About  Local History of  Ukraine (DK508):  

ht t p: / / abuchel.apmaths.uwo.ca/ ~obuchel/ maps/ VICOLEX.php 

27 le Répert oi re des Aut or i t és-Suj et  de l 'UQAM (RASUQAM):  
ht t p: / / www.bibl iotheques.uqam.ca/ services-t echniques/ RASUQAM/ present at ion  

28 Répert oire de vedet t es-mat ière (RVM):  ht t ps: / / rvmweb.bibl.ulaval.ca/ en/ a-propos  

29 As a fol low-up t o t he int erview, Mr.  Mixt er sent  Mr.  Guinn t he URL for t he searchFAST website (see 

note 3 above). 

http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/research/publications/library/2013/2013-04.pdf
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