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QUEBEC
SOCI ALI STE

Mani f est e du Mouvement
pour un Quebec soci al i st e,
i ndependant , democr at i que

et pour 1' egal i t e ent r e

l es hommes et l es f emmes .

LE COMI TE DES CENT

QUEBEC TODAY

I n t hi s begi nni ng of t he 1980' s, t he gr eat maj or i t y of t he men and women who
l i ve and wor k i n Quebec cannot hel p but ask t hemsel ves about t hei r
condi t i ons of exi st ence, and t hose of ot her peopl es, i n a wor l d i n cr i si s wher e
ever yt hi ng seems t o be goi ng awr y.

Anxi et y i ncr eases ever ywher e . The ar ms r ace menaces mor e t han ever our
col l ect i ve sur vi val . Har shl y expl oi t ed f or cent ur i es, a gr owi ng number of Thi r d
Wor l d peopl es ar e r educed t o mi ser y and angr i l y wat ch t hei r chi l dr en di e of
hunger by t he mi l l i ons . The r i ght of peopl es t o cont r ol t hei r own f at e, t hei r
nat ur al r esour ces, and t hei r economi c and pol i t i cal devel opment i s deni ed .
Human r i ght s l ose gr ound bef or e t he r i se of di ct at or shi ps most ever ywher e i n
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t he wor l d . Wast e and t he det er i or at i on of t he envi r onment gr ow. The

i nequal i t i es bet ween peopl es and bet ween cl asses expand . The f ut ur e appear s

bl eak .

Yet hope per si st s . Ensl aved by capi t al i sm, mi l l i ons of men and women r esi st ,

gat her t oget her , mobi l i ze, awaken popul ar consci ousness, combat pr i vi l ege and

st r uggl e f or peace, j ust i ce, equal i t y and sol i dar i t y . Mi l l i ons of men and women ar e

al so wor ki ng f or a t r ue soci al i st democr acy i n soci et i es of t he Sovi et - t ype. Af r i can

peopl es cont i nue l i ber at i on st r uggl es agai nst r aci sm, col oni al i sm and

i mper i al i sm. The nat i ve peopl es of Nor t h Amer i ca demand t hei r r i ght s . The

peopl es of Cent r al and Lat i n Amer i ca shake t he yoke of t he mul t i nat i onal s and

t he ol i gar chi es . I n Fr ance t he st r uggl e f or soci al i sm assumes new di mensi ons .

Gr eat t r ansf or mat i ons ar e under way : Ni car agua, Sal vador , Zi mbabwe, Nami bi a,

Pol and. . .

I n t hi s t or ment ed wor l d, what i s happeni ng t o Quebec? I n t hi s t r oubl ed epoch,

wher e ar e t he Quebec peopl e goi ng?

The i mmense hopes r ai sed by t he " Qui et Revol ut i on" , by t he moder ni zat i on of

our soci et y and i t s openi ng up t o t he wor l d, have been si l enced, abandoned and

bet r ayed by t he movement s and par t i es t hat pr et ended t o embody t hem. Not hi ng

has been r esol ved . Our sur vi val as a peopl e cont i nues t o be i n danger . We have

achi eved nei t her equal i t y nor i ndependence . We ar e not mast er s of our own

househol d . On t he cont r ar y, our economi c, pol i t i cal and cul t ur al dependence i s

bei ng per pet uat ed . Soci al i nequal i t i es not onl y r emai n, but consol i dat e

t hemsel ves . Expl oi t er s pr ol i f er at e . Pr of i t eer s i ncr ease t hei r pr of i t s . The

condi t i ons of exi st ence of t he popul at i on det er i or at e . To t he ext ent t hat t he j ust

soci et y has f al l en i nt o obl i vi on, f avor abl e at t i t udes t owar d wor ker s er ode . . . How

coul d i t have been ot her wi se? Have not t hese par t i es and movement s al ways

r ef used t o cal l i nt o quest i on t he t r ue causes of t he dependence, expl oi t at i on and

domi nat i on t o whi ch we ar e subj ect ed? When al l i s sai d and done, have t hey not

ser ved t he i nt er est s of t he mi nor i t y r at her t han t hose of t he maj or i t y? Today as

bef or e t he Quebec peopl e f i nds i t sel f di si l l usi oned .

Never t hel ess a col l ect i ve awar eness of t he necessi t y of a r adi cal change ( r upt ur e)

and of t he ur gency of a new pol i t i cal pat h i s i n t he pr ocess of emer gi ng wi t hi n t he

wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses of Quebec .

The men and women who wor k i n t he expl oi t at i on of r esour ces, i n t he mi nes,

f or est s, agr i cul t ur e, f i sher i es, const r uct i on, manuf act ur i ng i ndust r i es, t r anspor t ,

commer ce, f i nance, r esear ch, cul t ur al af f ai r s, communi cat i ons, medi cal and soci al

ser vi ces, educat i on and al l ot her ser vi ces ; al l t hese men and women depr i ved of

al l col l ect i ve cont r ol over t hei r wor ki ng and t hei r l i vi ng envi r onment s, r educed

by t he syst em t o unempl oyment , soci al wel f ar e, or r et i r ement f ul l of i nsecur i t y,

al l t hese, al l i ed t o housewi ves, smal l i ndependent pr oducer s, mal e and f emal e
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st udent s, t oget her f or mt he soci al basi s f or a newpol i t i cal f or ce t o be const r uct ed
f or t he pr of ound t r ansf or mat i on of Quebecoi s soci et y .

I t i s t o t hese men and women of t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses of Quebec t hat

t hi s mani f est o addr esses i t sel f . For i t i s wi t h t hese men and women t hat l i es al l
hope . No wi l l t o act , no r eal change can come f r omanywher e el se . ,

Li vi ng i n Quebec Today

We l i ve i n an i ndust r i al i zed count r y t hat i s pot ent i al l y ver y r i ch . Ast r i de t he
mout h of one of t he pr i nci pal mar i t i me communi cat i on syst ems i n t he wor l d,
pi vot bet ween t he cont i nent s of Nor t h Amer i ca and Eur ope, Quebec benef i t s
f r om an i nt er est i ng geogr aphi cal posi t i on .

Wi t h i t s f er t i l e agr i cul t ur al l ands, i mmense f or est s, a sub- soi l aboundi ng i n
asbest os, i r on, zi nc, t i t ani um, copper and al l sor t s of mi ner al s, i t s r i ver s
di spensi ng hydr o- el ect r i c ener gy, Quebec possesses consi der abl e nat ur al
r esour ces .

Wi t h i t s communi cat i on net wor ks, i t s i ndust r i es, i t s i nst i t ut i ons and i t s ser vi ce

i nf r ast r uct ur es bui l t by men and women wor ker s, Quebec possesses undeni abl e

mat er i al r esour ces .

St i l l mor e i mpor t ant , t he dynami smand cr eat i vi t y of i t s peopl e coul d al l ow i t

t r ue devel opment .

And yet . . .

I n t hi s l and, sai d t o be r i ch and f r ee, i n t hi s soci et y pur por t edl y moder n and j ust ,

t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses t hat make up t he gr eat maj or i t y of t he

popul at i on l i ve dai l y i n concr et e condi t i ons of domi nat i on, expl oi t at i on, and

oppr essi on .

Men and women wor ker s bear t he t ol l of r i si ng unempl oyment and no j ob
secur i t y . Fact or y shut - downs, l ay- of f s, and j ob cut - backs i n t he publ i c ser vi ce
mul t i pl y . 300, 000 peopl e ar e unempl oyed . 9% of t he wor ki ng popul at i on i n
Mont r eal , Quebec, and Sher br ooke! 12% on t he Nor t h Shor e and i n
Saguenay- Lac- St Jean! 13%i n t he Out aouai s! 14176 i n Abi t i bi - T6mi scami ngue!
Mor e t han 16% i n t he Lower St . Lawr ence and t he Gaspe!

Jobs ar e not onl y har der t o f i nd, but wor k i s mor e and mor e pr ecar i ous :
Occasi onal wor k, par t - t i me wor k, f r ee- l ance wor k, wor k on cal l , wor k at home,
wor k t hat pl aces men and women wor ker s at t he mer cy of t hei r bosses . I n 1981,
50%of t he j obs cr eat ed i n Quebec ar e par t - t i me!
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Less i nt er est i ng and l ower - i ncome j obs f or f r ancophones, i mmi gr ant s or

nat i ve peopl es ; whi l e angl ophones, r epr esent i ng 14%of t he popul at i on occupy

31%of admi ni st r at i ve posi t i ons and scar cel y 10%of j obs i n pr oduct i on!

Jobs t hat ar e mor e and mor e cont r ol l ed and super vi sed . One f or eman f or t hr ee

or f our empl oyees i n many ent er pr i ses and ser vi ces, uni f or ms and I D car ds ar e

obl i gat or y, cont r ol syst ems ar e an i nt egr al par t of t he machi ner y! Even i n t he

medi cal ser vi ces t her e ar e ar bi t r ar y pr oduct i vi t y nor ms!

Jobs t hat endanger our heal t h and our l i f e . Near l y 300, 000 wor k acci dent s a

year ! Ever y year one out of t hr ee wor ker s i n t he f or est r y and met al - pr oduct s

manuf act ur i ng sect or s! I n 1977, one deat h and 40 cases of per manent di sabi l i t y

out of 1, 000 wor ker s i n t he mi ni ng sect or !

Wor ki ng condi t i ons t hat do not i mpr ove except at t he pr i ce of l engt hy and

di f f i cul t st r i kes . Sal ar i es t hat f or a l ong t i me nowcan no l onger keep up wi t h t he

di zzyi ng r i se i n t he cost of l i vi ng. Non- st op wor k, eveni ng wor k, ni ght wor k.

Br eaks t hat ar e t oo shor t , vacat i ons t hat ar e i nadequat e. Wor k ar eas t hat ar e

cr amped, noi sy machi ner y, col d, over - heat ed, danger ous pr oduct s, depl et i on and

pr emat ur e agi ng. . .

Unski l l ed j obs i ncr easi ngl y f r agment ed, dehumani si ng and monot onous. An

aut omat i zat i on of pr oduct i on i s t aki ng pl ace on our backs . A di vi si on bet ween t he

concept i on and execut i on of wor k condemns us t o bor edom. Not onl y do our

bosses t el l us what t o do but how t o do i t , i n t he mi nut est det ai l s!

Thi s const ant det er i or at i on i n wor ki ng condi t i ons spi l l s over i n a gl obal manner

ont o t he qual i t y of l i f e i n gener al , i n such a way t hat t he vast maj or i t y of

Quebecoi s wast e t hei r l i ves i n or der t o make a l i vi ng .

These ar e t he condi t i ons t hat ar e gi ven t o men and women wor ker s i n Quebec

t oday.

I n t hi s l and t hat i s, so t hey t el l us, pr i vi l eged, i n t hi s soci et y pur por t edl y bet t er

t han al l ot her s, t he women, t he chi l dr en, t he young and t he ol d peopl e of t he

wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses conf r ont condi t i ons of exi st ence t hat ar e of t en

pai nf ul , at t i mes degr adi ng, al ways di f f i cul t .

Women . . . i n t hei r dai l y l i ves, vi ct i ms of t he sexual di vi si on of l abor , of sexi sm, of

sexual har assment , domi nat ed by a medi cal appar at us t hat t ends t o di spossess
t hemof t hei r bodi es, depr i ved of t hei r r i ght t o f r eel y- chosen mat er ni t y, conf i ned

t o t r adi t i onal r ol es of wi f e and mot her , assumi ng dai l y and wi t hout pay t he

educat i on of chi l dr en, f ami l i al t asks, housewor k, al l of whi ch l ead t hemt oo of t en

i nt o t he angui shi ng pat hs of sol i t ude and dependence. Of t he 135, 000 Quebec

women l i vi ng al one wi t h t hei r chi l dr en, t wo- t hi r ds dwel l i n pover t y . Mor e and
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mor e women ent er t he j ob mar ket onl y t o f i nd t hemsel ves f aced wi t h
di scr i mi nat i on and j ob- ghet t os, conf r ont ed by i nequal i t i es i n access t o wor k, i n
wor ki ng condi t i ons, i n sal ar i es . 66%of women' s wor k i s i n of f i ces, i n commer ce
and i n ser vi ces! Secr et ar i es, wai t r esses, sal es- women, host esses, nur ses, t eacher s,
gar ment wor ker s . The aver age i ncome of women on t he j ob mar ket i s equi val ent
t o 58%of t he aver age i ncome f or men!

And i t i s expect ed t hat t hey be si l ent ?

Chi l dr en . . . v i ct i ms of housi ng condi t i ons, of heal t h, nut r i t i on, envi r onment ,
educat i on so unequal t hat 50 t i mes mor e whoopi ng- cough, t hr ee t i mes mor e
pneumoni a and t onsi l i t i s, seven t i mes mor e ear i nf ect i ons ar e f ound i n popul ar
nei ghbour hoods t han i n pr i vi l eged nei ghbour hoods! The i nf ant mor t al i t y r at e i n
east Mont r eal i s t hr ee t i mes hi gher t han i n t he west end. Chi l dr en ar e depr i ved of
daycar e . . . bar el y a f ew t housand openi ngs ar e avai l abl e when t he demand i s 10
t i mes gr eat er ; cent r es badl y equi pped, begr udgi ngl y subsi di zed, st r angl ed by
exor bi t ant r ent s . Our chi l dr en ar e t oo numer ous i n di scover i ng l i f e t hr ough t he
eyes of Gol dor ak, t oo numer ous i n di scover i ng t he wor l d i n school s of t en
or gani zed l i ke pr i sons!

And i t i s expect ed t hat t hey be happy?

Yout h . . . ent angl ed at a ver y young age i n a sel ect i ve school syst em i n whi ch
i nequal i t y of oppor t uni t y i s st i l l l oaded agai nst f r ancophones, t he poor r egi ons,
t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses : maki ng up t he maj or i t y of el ement ar y school
st udent s, t he chi l dr en of t hese cl asses compr i se onl y one t hi r d of t he manpower
at t he uni ver si t y l evel . Fur t her mor e, a gr eat number of t hem end up i n t he
vocat i onal sect or , t he f i r st st ep t owar ds a l abour mar ket and t he unempl oyment
t hat st r i kes t he young bef or e al l ot her soci al cat egor i es! Faced wi t h an i l l usor y
possi bi l i t y of access t o hi gher posi t i ons and i ncomes t hr ough t he bar el y open
door s of t he uni ver si t i es and t he cer t i t ude of becomi ng a cog i n i ndust r y t hr ough
t he pr edet er mi ned pat h of vocat i onal t r ai ni ng cour ses, how many of t he young
" choose" t o dr op out of school i n or der t oo of t en t o l oose t hemsel ves i n
del i nquency? Ther e ar e, f or i nst ance, al most 5, 000 mi nor s, young men and
women pr ost i t ut i ng t hemsel ves i n Mont r eal ! Compet i t i on, i ndi vi dual i sm,
submi ssi on i s what t hey ar e t aught . To make as much money as possi bl e and
accumul at e mat er i al possessi ons, t hese ar e t he goal s t hat ar e of f er ed t hem! Ever y
man f or hi msel f i s t he pr oposi t i on hel d up t o t hem!

And t hey ar e not supposed t o be di si l l usi oned?

The aged . . . excl uded f r om wor k and so condemned t o pover t y and sol i t ude,
i mpover i shed, r ej ect ed f r omsoci al l i f e, depr i ved of t he ser vi ces and car e t hat i s
t hei r due f r om a soci et y t o whi ch t hey have devot ed a l i f et i me' s wor k . Of t he
500, 000 seni or ci t i zens of Quebec, 6317o l i ve bel owt he pover t y l i ne! I n Mont r eal ,
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wher e t hr ee- f i f t hs of Quebec' s aged ar e t o be f ound, 25176 l i ve i n negl ect ed

housi ng or i n cr amped r ooms of t en wi t hout st oves, f r i dges, bat hs, pr i vat e t oi l et s,

hot wat er or t el ephones!

And t hese ar e supposed t o be " t he gol den year s" ?

I n t hi s l and t hat i s sai d t o be open t o t he wor l d, i n t hi s soci et y t hat i s ost ensi bl y

wel comi ng and t ol er ant , ar e not handi capped peopl e t he vi ct i ms of enor mous

di scr i mi nat i on i n wor k, i n t r anspor t at i on, i n soci al l i f e?

Mal e and f emal e i mmi gr ant s . . . ar e t hey not conf i ned t o empl oyment ghet t os

( t ext i l es and gar ment s, hot el s and r est aur ant s, home mai nt enance, domest i c

wor k, wor k at home) wher e wor ki ng condi t i ons ar e par t i cul ar l y bad and wher e

t he r i ght t o f r ee uni oni zat i on i s ei t her deni ed or made i mpossi bl e? Ar e t hey not

conf r ont ed wi t h l i ngui st i c pr obl ems, di scr i mi nat i on and i ncr easi ng r aci sm, and

t he i gnor ance of t hei r soci al r i ght s, gover ned by l aws and r ul i ngs l i ke t he Feder al

I mmi gr at i on Law C- 24 t hat l i mi t s t he exer ci se of t hei r democr at i c r i ght s? Ar e

t hese men and women wor ker s not f aced wi t h l i vi ng and wor ki ng condi t i ons t hat

ar e i ncr easi ngl y pr ecar i ous?

Nat i ve peopl es . . . have t hey not been deci mat ed i n t he r eser ves? Have not t hei r

r i ght s t o an i mmense t er r i t or y been ext i ngui shed? Must t hey not put up wi t h an

educat i on t hat does not r espect t hei r val ues and needs, di scr i mi nat i on i n

empl oyment , an unempl oyment r at e t hat i s f our t i mes hi gher t han our s, an

aver age i ncome t hat i s 20% l ower , an i nf ant mor t al i t y r at e t hat i s 2' / z t i mes

hi gher , dependence on soci al wel f ar e t hat af f ect s over hal f t hei r popul at i on? And

what i s t o be sai d about t hei r housi ng condi t i ons? Bar el y one- t hi r d of t hei r homes

ar e equi pped wi t h r unni ng wat er , i nsi de t oi l et s and bat ht ubs! Al most 20%st i l l

do not have el ect r i ci t y!

Just because our chi l dr en ar e not dyi ng of hunger , and we ar e not t he vi ct i ms of
t er r i f yi ng dr ought s, cat ast r ophi c f l oods, di sast r ous ear t hquakes, must we cl ose
our eyes and not see t he det er i or at i on i n housi ng and envi r onment al condi t i ons,
t he decr ease of ser vi ces especi al l y i n medi cal and soci al ser vi ces, t he decay of
ur ban l i f e, t he gr owt h of i nsecur i t y, t he i ncr ease i n i ndebt edness, t he

i mpover i shment of cul t ur al l i f e t hat r esul t i n an act ual decl i ne i n t he qual i t y of

l i f e f or a gr owi ng par t of t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses?

Just because we enj oy a r el at i ve, but r eal , pr osper i t y i f compar ed t o t he dr amat i c
condi t i ons of exi st ence of Thi r d Wor l d peopl es, must we cl ose our ear s and not
hear t he r umbl i ng of poveFt y t hat i s est abl i shi ng i t sel f i n our soci et y? Over
300, 000 peopl e ar e " of f i ci al l y" unempl oyed, 500, 000 ot her s subj ect ed t o t he

soci al wel f ar e r egi me! I n al l , one mi l l i on poor peopl e i n Quebec, out of whi ch

600, 000 can bar el y sat i sf y t hei r basi c needs!
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The hear t of expl oi t at i on i n capi t al i sm i s f ound i n t he pr i vat e appr opr i at i on

of t he val ue cr eat ed by wor k . I t i s i n t hi s appr opr i at i on t hat capi t al gr ounds i t s

domi nat i on . Thr ough t he gr ands bour geoi s t hat own and cont r ol t he means of

pr oduct i on and exchange, t he admi ni st r at or s and execut i ves of t he i ndust r i al and

f i nanci al monopol i es, t he hi gh of f i ci al dom of t he St at e, t he capi t al i st syst em

det er mi nes t he condi t i ons of exi st ence of t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses .

Our soci et y i s domi nat ed by t hese f ew t housand i ndi vi dual s, mi l l i onai r es or

bi l l i onai r es, Quebecoi s, Canadi an, Amer i can or ot her , angl ophone or

f r ancophone, t he Rockef el l er s, t he Br onf mans, t he Desmar ai s . Busi ness bei ng

busi ness, t hey do not al ways see eye- t o- eye, and somet i mes endeavour t o snat ch

f r omone anot her cont r ol over an ent er pr i se or l ay hands on a mar ket , but at t he

sl i ght est t hr eat t o t hei r i nt er est s and common pr i vi l eges, t hey swi f t l y r euni t e i n

t i es t hat ar e mul t i pl e and sol i d .

I ssui ng f or t he most par t f r oma l i mi t ed number of gr eat f ami l i es, educat ed at t he

same pr i vat e school s, member s of t he same sel ect cl ubs t hat admi t onl y t hei r

al l i es i n t hei r company, t hese l awyer s, j udges, t op ci vi l ser vant s and pol i t i ci ans

shar e t he same cont empt of t he needs of t he peopl e, a common t hi r st f or power ,

and t hey ar e al l i mpor t ant cogs of capi t al i st accumul at i on . They most l oudl y

pr ocl ai m t hei r f ai t h i n pr i vat e pr oper t y, f r ee ent er pr i se, and t he vi r t ues of

compet i t i on, but al l t he whi l e, t hey never cease t o seek t o st i f l e t hei r smal l er

compet i t or s, t o consol i dat e t hei r monopol i es and f i x mar ket pr i ces . They

demand t hat men and women wor ker s r espect t he l aws under al l ci r cumst ances

but never hesi t at e t hemsel ves t o t r ansgr ess, di st or t and f l out t he l aws.

Admi ni st r at or s of t he banks and of f i nanci al i nst i t ut i ons, t hey cont r ol t he money,

cr edi t , i nt er est r at es, usi ng t he savi ngs and r i ches of t he communi t y i n or der t o

i ncr ease cent r al i zat i on and t he accumul at i on of capi t al .

Bi g st ock- hol der s and di r ect or s of mul t i nat i onal s, t hey hol d i n t hei r hands t he

l i ves and dest i ni es of ent i r e popul at i ons . They pr ovoke cr i ses i n t he suppl y of

ener gy or r aw mat er i al s f r om whi ch t hey obvi ousl y der i ve gr eat benef i t s . They

specul at e on t he exchange r at e of moni es and t he val ues of st ocks . They put

t hemsel ves above nat i ons and l aws . Wi t hi n t he f r amewor k of t he i nt er nat i onal

di vi si on of l abour t hey t r ansf er capi t al and busi nesses at t he expense of t he

evol ut i on of sal ar i es, t he cost s of ener gy and r aw mat er i al s, and t he soci al and

pol i t i cal si t uat i on . . .

Owner s and manager s of compani es r egr ouped i n mul t i pl e associ at i ons,
chamber s of commer ce, i ndust r i al and ot her t ypes of counci l s, t hey never cease t o i nt er vene

t o i mpose t hei r poi nt of vi ewon soci et y as a whol e . They own t he l ar gest par t of

t he i nf or mat i on medi a, and of t he means of pr oduct i on and di f f usi on of cul t ur e.

Thr ough adver t i si ng, compani es encour age over - consumpt i on and wast e,

i ndi vi dual i sm and consumer i sm. They ar e pr i nci pal l y r esponsi bl e f or t he
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pol l ut i on of t he ai r and wat er s and f or t he depl et i on of t he ear t h and r esour ces .

Thr ough t he mechani sm of t he St at e, t hey mai nt ai n an or gani zat i on of

manpower , wor k, heal t h, educat i on, cul t ur e and knowl edge, subj ect ed t o t he

i mper at i ves of pr oduct i on . Capi t al i smpr ovokes and sust ai ns di vi si on at t he ver y

hear t of t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses, al t er nat el y pl ayi ng one gr oup agai nst

anot her : wor ker s agai nst t he unempl oyed, men agai nst women, manual

l abour er s agai nst i nt el l ect ual s, f r ancophones agai nst et hni c mi nor i t i es, t he men

and women wor ker s of t he pr i vat e sect or agai nst t hose of t he publ i c sect or , t he

r egi ons agai nst Mont r eal . . . di vi de and r ul e!

And t he capi t al i st cl ass r ul es! I t deci des t he qual i t y, t he quant i t y, t he di ver si t y, t he

cost of t he ent i r e r ange of pr oduct s avai l abl e t o t he popul at i on . One goal dr i ves i t :

maki ng pr of i t s, t he most pr of i t s i n t he shor t est t i me. Al l of pr oduct i on and al l

of economi c l i f e ar e or gani zed r ound t hi s one and onl y goal : pr of i t . Can i t be
sur pr i si ng t hen t hat exi st i ng r el at i ons, not onl y bet ween count r i es and bet ween

r egi ons, but al so bet ween gr oups and i ndi vi dual s, ar e r el at i ons of compet i t i on,

i nequal i t y, and expl oi t at i on? Nor can one be sur pr i sed ei t her by t he absur di t y of a

soci et y i n whi ch ever yt hi ng i ncl udi ng men and women becomes a commodi t y,

and whi ch demands of chi l dr en, adul t s, f ami l i es, i ncr easi ngl y uni f or mand
st andar di zed behavi our ?

Our ent i r e soci al l i f e i s condi t i oned by r el at i ons of expl oi t at i on, oppr essi on,

and domi nat i on, i mposed upon t he mi l l i ons of men and women of t he

wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses by t he capi t al i st cl ass, t he mi nor i t y t hat has been

i n power si nce t he i ndust r i al r evol ut i on, when i t l ear ned t o appr opr i at e t he

col l ect i ve weal t h and t he means of pr oduct i on, di ver t i ng t hemf or i t s own pr of i t

and maki ng t hem t he bast i on of i t s pr i vi l eges .

The St at e, f ar f r om bei ng neut r al , mai nt ai ns, neut r al i zes and r epr oduces t hese
r el at i ons, const i t ut i ng si mul t aneousl y t he pol i t i cal f r amewor k of soci et y, t he

i nst r ument of domi nat i on of t he capi t al i st cl ass ; as wel l as a f i el d of i nt er act i on

and st r uggl e bet ween cl asses .

Yet t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses r ef use t o al l ow t he St at e t o be a mer e

" admi ni st r at i ve counci l " of capi t al i sm. They cont i nual l y exer ci se pr essur es and

of t en succeed i n ext r act i ng concessi ons t hat i mpr ove t hei r soci al condi t i on .

Be i t agai nst t he St at e or agai nst i ndust r y, t he men and women wor ker s must

st r uggl e t i r el essl y t o have t hei r r i ght s r espect ed. Thi s st r uggl e bet ween soci al

cl asses had pr of oundl y mar ked al l of Quebec' s hi st or y f or 150 year s . Fr omt he

1833 car pent er s' and j oi ner s' st r i ke f or a r educt i on of t he wor ki ng day, r i ght up t o

t he f or est er s' st r i ke agai nst cont r act wor k i n 1981, t hr ough t he 1937 Sor el

st r i kes, t he asbest os st r i ke i n ' 49, t hat of Mur dochvi l l e i n' 57, of t he t eacher s i n

' 67, and t he Common Fr ont i n' 72, how many gr eat cor vees, how many boycot t s,

how many Uni t ed Ai r cr af t occupat i ons, how many pi cket - l i nes and demonst r a-
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t i ons wer e r equi r ed i n or der t o abol i sh chi l d l abour , t o r educe schedul es and
i nt ol er abl e speed- ups, t o obt ai n mor e decent sal ar i es and mor e di gni f i ed l i vi ng
and wor ki ng condi t i ons, t o wi n t he r i ght t o associ at i on and negot i at i on, t he r i ght
t o cl ai ms f or occupat i onal i nj ur i es, pensi ons . . . ?

I nnumer abl e st r uggl es, not onl y i n t he wor kpl ace but al so i n ot her ar eas, i n

nei ghbor hoods, vi l l ages, ci t i es and r egi ons, . . . agai nst nat i onal oppr essi on, f or t he
l i ber at i on of women, agai nst expr opr i at i ons, f or t he r i ght t o unempl oyment
i nsur ance and soci al wel f ar e, f or t he r espect and gr owt h of democr at i c l i ber t i es
and r i ght s . . . f or f r ee medi cal ser vi ces, f or publ i c educat i on, f or adequat e housi ng
at r easonabl e pr i ces . . .

Long and di f f i cul t st r uggl es punct uat ed by vi ol ence on t he par t of t he bosses and
t he pol i ce, i nj unct i ons, i nt i mi dat i on, expul si ons, f i r i ngs, f i nes, i mpr i sonment ,

humi l i at i ons . . . st r uggl es t hat had t o be r enewed gener at i on af t er gener at i on
because not hi ng i s ever t r ul y secur ed by t hose who have not hi ng but t hei r

sol i dar i t y wi t h whi ch t o def end t hemsel ves and t o i mpr ove t hei r l ot .

We Li ve i n a Dependent Soci et y

To l i ve i n Quebec t oday means l i vi ng wi t hi n a par t of t he Canadi an whol e wi t h

ever yt hi ng t hat t hi s r epr esent s i n t er ms of i nequal i t i es i n devel opment and

i nt egr at i on i n t he Amer i can i mper i al i st syst em.

To l i ve i n Quebec al so means submi t t i ng t o nat i onal oppr essi on t hat t he
Canadi an gr ande bour geoi si e, t hr ough t he f eder al St at e, exer ci ses over t he
peopl e of Quebec . By i mposi ng i t s l anguage, i t s cul t ur e and i t s pol i ci es of
devel opment , t he Canadi an bour geoi si e exer ci ses a r ange of di scr i mi nat i on t hat
af f ect s t he Quebecoi s on an economi c l evel as much as on a cul t ur al and pol i t i cal
one . Unempl oyment , pover t y, i nequal i t i es ar e so many f or ms of nat i onal
oppr essi on t hat af f l i ct t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses i n t hei r dai l y l i ves .

To l i ve i n Quebec means f i nal l y t o submi t col l ect i vel y t o a si t uat i on of
dependence t hat i s consi der abl e and mul t i f acet ed : economi c, commer ci al ,
f i nanci al , t echnol ogi cal , mi l i t ar y, pol i t i cal , cul t ur al and i deol ogi cal . To such a
degr ee t hat t he most i mpor t ant posi t i ons of power and t he pr i nci pal l ever s of
command ar e t o be f ound out si de Quebec .

Cer t ai nl y t her e exi st s a gr oup of Quebecoi s capi t al i st s t hat r el y on t he pr ovi nci al
St at e t o gr ab a pi ece of t he cake . And t hey have been r el at i vel y successf ul as i s
shown by t he devel opment of such f i nanci al i nst i t ut i ons and busi nesses as Tr ust
Gener al , Pr ovi go, Quebecor , Nor mi ck Per r on and Bombar di er . . . But i n spi t e of
t he f act t hat t he maj or i t y of t he medi um and l ar ge Quebecoi s busi nesses have
benef i t ed f r omt he suppor t of t he Quebecoi s St at e f or t hei r devel opment , al l of
whi ch onl y accel er at ed under t he PQ whi ch has pl aced publ i c capi t al at t hei r
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ser vi ce and r ei nf or ced t hem t hr ough St at e f i r ms such as t he Cai sse de depot et

pl acement , t he SGF, and Hydr o- Quebec, Quebecoi s capi t al i st s r emai n conf i ned

t o act i vi t i es l ef t t o t hemby Canadi an and f or ei gn capi t al i st s i n sect or s t hat ar e

mi ni mal l y pr oduct i ve and mar ket s t hat ar e l ocal and r egi onal . Our economy and

our commer ce r emai n domi nat ed by Canadi an and f or ei gn capi t al i st s . Si xt y per

cent of Quebec' s i nt er nat i onal expor t s ar e cont r ol l ed by 20- odd l ar ge Amer i can

and Eur opean mul t i nat i onal cor por at i ons!

Even mor e t han t he Quebecoi s capi t al i st s, t he t r ue mast er s of Quebec ar e t he

Canadi an capi t al i st s and bi g f i r ms of t he Canadi an St at e such as Nor anda Mi nes,

Pet r o Canada, Nor t her n Tel ecom, Consol i dat ed Bat hhur st , Domi ni on Text i l e,

Canada Packer s, Abi t i bi - Pr i ce, John Labat t , St el co, Bel l Canada, Canadi an Paci f i c,

Canadi an Nat i onal , Sun Li f e, t he Royal Bank, Bank of Mont r eal . . . but al so t he

f or ei gn capi t al i st s, i n par t i cul ar t he Amer i cans, who cont r ol Al can, Gener al

Mot or s, I mper i al Oi l , Kr af t Foods, Cel anese, I BM, I TT, Pr at t &Whi t ney,

Reynol ds, I r on Or e, Wabush Mi nes, Johns- Manvi l l e and how many ot her s!

For Quebec t he consequences of t he dependence ar e t r agi c : an unbal anced

economy, a sl ow- down i n manuf act ur i ng, speci al i zed i nt er nat i onal commer ce,

under devel oped t echnol ogy, and st agnant r egi onal devel opment . . . Quebec i s

mor e t han ever a vast r eser voi r of manpower and nat ur al r esour ces at t he

di sposal of , f i r st l y, t he Amer i can capi t al i st cl ass, secondl y, t he Canadi an one, and,

t hi r dl y, t he Quebecoi s i f anyt hi ng r emai ns . So i t i s no wonder t hat Quebec

capi t al i sm, unabl e t o devel op shor t of f ur t her i nt egr at i on i nt o t he Canadi an and

Amer i can economi es, shoul d be opposed t o t r ue Quebec i ndependence.

The Amer i can i mper i al i st syst emcondi t i ons t he pol i ci es of t he cent r al

Canadi an St at e and of t he Quebecoi s St at e . No gover nment has ever t r ul y

quest i oned t hi s mul t i f acet ed dependence : nei t her t he f eder al Li ber al

gover nment t hat keeps Canada i n mi l i t ar y, pol i t i cal and economi c al l i ances t hat

ser ve Amer i can i mper i al i sm, nor t he Par t i Quebecoi s one of whose f i r st pol i t i cal

gest ur es, i t shoul d be r ecal l ed, was t o go t o New Yor k' s Economi c Cl ub t o

r eassur e Uncl e Sam!

Si nce t he ver y f i r st hour s of Conf eder at i on, t he hi st or y of t he Canadi an St at e has

been char act er i zed by subser vi ence t o t he i nt er est s of Amer i can capi t al even i f

under t he cover of pol i ci es t hat have been cal l ed ' nat i onal ' .

The hi st or y of t he Canadi an St at e, over and above t he nat i onal oppr essi on t o

whi ch i t subj ect s t he Quebecoi s peopl e, i s t hat of t he oppr essi on of t he nat i ve

peopl es and et hni c di scr i mi nat i on agai nst al l men and women i mmi gr ant

wor ker s .

And t hese r el at i ons of oppr essi on and dependence, t hat have devel oped. i n t he



POUR UNQUI ~BECSOCI ALI STE

f r amewor k of t he Canadi an f eder al St at e and Nor t h- Amer i can capi t al i st soci et y,
show no si gns of di sappear i ng, on t he cont r ar y . . .

The Mi cmacs of Rest i gouche know i t , i nvaded and bl udgeoned by Sur et e du
Quebec squads i n t he name of sal mon pr ot ect i on . And t he Hai t i an t axi - dr i ver s of
Mont r eal know i t t oo i n seei ng, mor e and mor e, mani f est at i ons of r aci sm spr ead
ar ound t hem!

The peopl e of Mat apedi a and of east er n Quebec know i t as t hey cont i nuousl y
r ebel agai nst t he under - devel opment and st agnat i on t o whi ch t hei r r egi ons have
been r educed! And t he peopl e of t he Out aouai s, anxi ousl y succumbi ng t o an
economi c and cul t ur al i nvasi on t hat t hr eat ens t hei r i dent i t y, know i t t oo!

The men and women wor ker s of t he Nor t h Shor e know i t as t hey power l essl y
wat ch t he Amer i can mul t i nat i onal cor por at i ons shut down : I TT subsi di zed by
t ens of mi l l i ons of dol l ar s, and I r on Or e t hat has never t hel ess made f abul ous
pr of i t s! And t he mi ner s of Thet f or d and t hose of Abi t i bi know i t t oo as wi t nesses
t o t oday' s as wel l as yest er day' s scandal ous r ape of our nat ur al weal t h,
t r anspor t ed t o t he USonl y t o be t r ansf or med i nt o t he f i ni shed pr oduct s t hat wi l l
t hen be sol d back t o us at hi gh pr i ces .

And t he Mont r eal docker s have suf f er ed t he consequences of t he di spl acement of
har bor f aci l i t i es t owar ds t he Gr eat Lakes si nce t he const r uct i on of t he St .
Lawr ence Seaway ; men and women wor ker s of Gener al Mot or s saw t he
Canada- US aut o pact gi ve i ndust r i al super i or i t y t o Ont ar i o and have had t o st r i ke
f or t he r i ght t o wor k i n Fr ench; women t ext i l e wor ker s whose j obs ar e sacr i f i ced
t o t he new i nt er nat i onal di vi si on of l abor ; men and women wor ker s i n t he f i l m
i ndust r y, i n musi c and publ i shi ng who ar e st i l l pr ot est i ng t he PQgover nment ' s
i nact i on i n t he f ace of t he gr owi ng i nvasi on of f or ei gn cul t ur al pr oduct s i n our
mar ket ; do not al l t hese men and women wor ker s know t hat t he ef f ect s of
nat i onal oppr essi on ar e st i l l bei ng f el t i n Quebec t oday?

I t i s no acci dent t hat t he st r uggl es of t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses have
al ways been l i nked t o st r uggl es agai nst nat i onal oppr essi on such t hat t hey
mut ual l y r e- enf or ce one anot her . I t i s f i r st t hese cl asses t hat wer e subj ect ed t o
t he ef f ect s of nat i onal oppr essi on and i t i s par t i cul ar l y t hr ough t hei r r esi st ance
t hat t he Quebec nat i on has been const i t ut ed .

But , i n t he absence of a pol i t i cal di r ect i on t hr ough whi ch our nat i onal l i ber at i on
coul d have pr ogr essed by r el yi ng on a soci al pr oj ect f i t t ed t o wor ki ng cl ass and
popul ar aspi r at i ons, t hi s r esi st ance has al ways been used t o advance t he ends of
t he pol i t i cal cl asses t hat have domi nat ed t he Quebec St at e t hr oughout al l i t s
hi st or y .

Faced, as we ar e t oday, wi t h a f eder al St at e whi ch r enews i t s at t acks and whi ch
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i ncr easi ngl y menaces our sel f - det er mi nat i on and col l ect i ve f ut ur e, and wi t h t he

Par t i Quebecoi s t hat pr esent s no ot her per spect i ve but t hat of admi ni st er i ng t he

economi c and pol i t i cal cr i si s, i t becomes ever mor e i mper at i ve f or t he l i vi ng

f or ces of t he nat i on, t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses, t o t ake t he f i ght f or

nat i onal l i ber at i on i nt o t hei r own hands, and br i ng i t t o i t s concl usi on .

We Li ve i n a Pseudo- Democr at i c Soci et y ( Une Soci et y Faussement

Democr at i que)

Li vi ng i n Quebec t oday means l i vi ng i n a soci et y t hat i s i ncr easi ngl y aut hor i t ar i an

and wher e power i s concent r at ed i n t he hands of a mi nor i t y .

To be sur e, we have t he r i ght t o el ect member s of t he Nat i onal Assembl y,

mayor s, muni ci pal counci l l or s, and di r ect or s of school commi ssi ons . Thi s i s an

i mpor t ant aspect of democr acy hi st or i cal l y t he end- r esul t of t he peopl e' s l ong

bat t l e agai nst despot i sm. Never t hel ess t hi s democr acy i s l i mi t ed because i t does

not per mi t us t o have r eal cont r ol over ever y di mensi on of our col l ect i ve l i f e .

Who deci des about t he needs of t he popul at i on, . t he di st r i but i on of r esour ces

among economi c sect or s and r egi ons, pr i or i t i es i n devel opment , ener gy pol i ci es,

pr oduct i on goal s, t he di st r i but i on of goods and r evenues, i mpor t s and expor t s ;

t he way i n whi ch wor k, educat i on, heal t h, housi ng, t r anspor t , and cul t ur al

act i vi t i es ar e or gani zed? Who deci des about t he pr i ce and t he qual i t y of f ood,

cl ot hi ng, housi ng, aut omobi l es, and al l ot her consumer pr oduct s? Who has t he

power t o open or cl ose t he mi nes, f act or i es, commer ci al ent er pr i ses, hospi t al s,

school s, and r ecr eat i on cent er s?

Each day mi l l i ons of deci si ons ar e t aken t hat wi l l concr et el y af f ect t he way i n

whi ch t he Quebecoi s peopl e l i ve, wor k, eat , dr ess, educat e or amuse t hemsel ves

and t hi s peopl e has but l i t t l e cont r ol over al l t hese deci si ons t hat nonet hel ess

det er mi ne i t s condi t i ons of exi st ence and i t s f ut ur e . Out si de of popul ar and

uni on or gani zat i ons- whose aut onomy i s cont i nual l y t hr eat ened and at t acked by

t he medi a and t he St at e i n t hei r ef f or t s t o cr eat e di suni t y- wher e can t he

wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses exer ci se t hei r democr at i c power s? What does

democr acy mean f or t hose on unempl oyment and soci al wel f ar e, f or t he nat i ve

peopl es and t he et hni c mi nor i t i es, t he men and women st udent s, t he housewi ves

and t he aged? What cont r ol have we got over our l i ves, our envi r onment , our

nei ghbor hoods, our vi l l ages and our ci t i es?

Cer t ai nl y by gat her i ng t oget her and wagi ng st r uggl es, by maki ng use of

pr essur e and by exer ci si ng r el at i ons of f or ce ( un r appor t de f or ce) i n our pl aces of

wor k and habi t at i on, we can i nf l uence t he aut hor i t i es and somet i mes even get

t hem t o act i n f avour of our col l ect i ve i nt er est s, but we do not cont r ol t he

deci si on- maki ng power . We have acqui r ed r i ght s and l i ber t i es t hat ar e envi abl e

t o ot her peopl es, but ar e not t hese l i ber t i es and r i ght s cont i nual l y t hr eat ened,
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quest i oned, scof f ed at and r est r i ct ed? What happened t o our r i ght s and l i ber t i es
when t he Canadi an ar my t r ooped i n f or a " vi si t " i n Oct ober 1970? What can be
t he meani ng of t he r i ght t o wor k f or t he hundr eds of t housands of peopl e out of
wor k? What can be t he meani ng of t he r i ght t o ci r cul at e f r eel y f or t he t housands
of aged peopl e who l ack t he means t o keep up wi t h t he r i si ng cost s of publ i c
t r anspor t ? What can be t he meani ng of t he r i ght t o educat i on f or young peopl e
f r ompoor nei ghbor hoods? What does t he r i ght of associ at i on mean when
uni ons must f i ght f or year s t o obt ai n r ecogni t i on? What does t he r i ght t o l i mi t ed
st r i kes mean when t hey ar e banned by i nj unct i ons and const ant l y mocked by
ant i - uni on l egi sl at i on? What does f r eedomof expr essi on mean when t he means
of communi cat i on ar e not avai l abl e t o us? What does t he r i ght t o heal t h mean f or
a wor ker who does not have t he r i ght t o st op wor ki ng i f he consi der s hi s l i f e or
hi s wel l - bei ng endanger ed?

We l i ve i n a soci et y t hat i s domi nat ed by a mi nor i t y- t he capi t al i st cl ass,
whi ch by owni ng t he means of pr oduct i on and exchange and domi nat i ng t he
st at e appar at us and t he pol i t i cal par t i es, exer ci ses r eal cont r ol over our
economi c, pol i t i cal and soci al l i f e .

Leani ng on pol i t i ci ans, hi gh of f i ci al s, l awyer s, j udges, who shar e t he same
i nt er est s, t he capi t al i st cl ass uses i nst r ument s of " per suasi on" of t he i nf or mat i on
medi a and i nst r ument s of r epr essi on l i ke t he pol i ce cor ps and t he coer ci ve
appar at us of " j ust i ce" i n or der t o exer ci se i t s aut hor i t y and power . Let us si mpl y
r emember t he r ai n of i nj unct i ons, f i nes and pr i son t er ms t hat f el l upon t he
MUCTCand Common Fr ont st r i ker s whi l e, i n cont r ast , t he goon who f i r ed at
poi nt - bl ank r ange at t he Robi n Hood mi l l er s was scandal ousl y acqui t t ed! Let us
r emember , t oo, t he $10 mi l l i on i n f i nes pl us i nt er est i mposed on t he Reynol ds
uni on i n Bai e Comeau, t hough t he seven oi l compani es r esponsi bl e f or ext or t i on
t o t he t une of $12 bi l l i on, accor di ng t o an i nqui r y by t he audi t or - gener al ' s of f i ce,
have not even been t aken t o cour t !

Whet her i t be i n t he St at e, whose pr esence i s gr owi ng i n our l i ves, i n t he publ i c
ser vi ces as t hey become mor e and mor e bur eaucr at i zed, or i n compani es wher e
t he aut hor i t ar i ani sm of t he bosses r ei gns al most wi t hout l i mi t , a compl ex
hi er ar chy of power has been est abl i shed: f r omt he f or eman t o t he manager , f r om
t he depar t ment al assi st ant - di r ect or t o t he deput y mi ni st er , a mul t i t ude of smal l
bosses agi t at e, f i ght f or pr i vi l eges and dai l y r est t he wei ght of t hei r aut hor i t y
upon our l i ves.

But t he r eal cent er of power i s si t uat ed way beyond t hi s pyr ami d, and f ar beyond
t he par l i ament s i n whi ch " our " r epr esent at i ves f i gur e : wi t hi n t he l i mi t ed ci r cl e
of t he admi ni st r at i ve counci l s of t he mul t i nat i onal s, t he l ar ge f i nanci al
i nst i t ut i ons, i n t he upper spher es of t he St at e and t he Counci l of Mi ni st er s, t hey
ar e but a f ew hundr ed who det er mi ne our pr esent and mor t gage our f ut ur e!



We l i ve i n a soci et y i n cr i si s

POUR UN QUEBEC SOCI ALI STS

Li vi ng i n Quebec t oday means l i vi ng i n a soci et y t hat i s pl ungi ng i nt o a pr of ound

economi c, soci al and pol i t i cal cr i si s .

Dai l y we hear speak of t he deval uat i on of t he money, t he r i se i n pr i ces and

i nt er est r at es, t he decl i ne of i nvest ment and pr oduct i on, t he i ncr ease i n t he cost

of ener gy and r aw mat er i al s, t he st agnat i on of pr oduct i vi t y, t he sat ur at i on of

mar ket s, t he exacer bat i on of commer ci al and t echnol ogi cal compet i t i on bet ween

capi t al i st power s, t he per si st ent and si mul t aneous gr owt h of i nf l at i on and

unempl oyment , t he r educt i on of buyi ng power and r eal sal ar i es, t he

det er i or at i on of publ i c ser vi ces and t he qual i t y of l i f e, t he i ncr ease i n

bankr upt ci es and f act or y cl osi ngs . . . so many aspect s and si gns of a cr i si s t hat does

not l et up and onl y deepens .

What i s hi dden beneat h i t al l and what our gover nment s ar e car ef ul t o keep

f r omexpl ai ni ng t o us, i s t hat we ar e bei ng subj ect ed t o t he i mpact not of a

t empor ar y r ecessi on, or a f oul - up i n t he economy, but of capi t al i sm i t sel f

whi ch can onl y sur vi ve by means of cr i ses . Not a si ngl e gener at i on of Quebec

men and women wor ker s has not l i ved t hr ough one!

I mpr i soned by an absur d l ogi c whi ch i mposes upon i t , f or i t s mai nt enance and

devel opment , t he genesi s of a const ant gr owt h i n pr of i t s, t he capi t al i st syst emas

we know i t has been i n a pr of ound st at e of cr i si s f or 10 year s now. As a way out i t

now at t empt s t o pr oceed t owar d a gl obal r e- or gani zat i on of t he i nt er nat i onal

economi c or der , t he modes of pr oduct i on and exchange, t he mar ket s and

monet ar y syst em, t he or gani zat i on and di vi si on of l abor , t he r ol e of St at es. . . .

And Quebec, f r agi l e and dependent , i s al so af f ect ed by t he cr i si s of wor l d

capi t al i sm. Al l t he mor e so because t he cr i si s has devel oped her e i n t he cont ext of

a pol i t i cal cr i si s, t he quest i oni ng of nat i onal oppr essi on and of t he cent r al i zi ng

aut hor i t ar i ani sm of t he f eder al St at e, whi ch seems at pr esent st al emat ed. By

i t sel f , t he ext r aor di nar y r i se i n pover t y t hat vi ct i mi zes one out of si x peopl e i n

our soci et y i s an i ndi cat i on of t he ext ent t o whi ch t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses

ar e t hr eat ened i n t hei r condi t i ons of exi st ence by t hi s cr i si s . And what can be sai d

about t he economi c deat h of t he Nor t h Shor e t hat onl y yest er day was bei ng

pr esent ed as t he symbol of our col l ect i ve pr osper i t y?

Faced wi t h t he cr i si s t hat does not cease t o deepen, t he gover nment of t he Par t i

Quebecoi s, l i ke t he f eder al gover nment and al l ot her capi t al i st gover nment s,

onl y i ni t i at es economi c and soci al measur es t hat i nt ensi f y expl oi t at i on. The PQ

" sol ut i on" , t he one t hat emer ges f r om" Bat i r l e Quebec" and Par i zeau' s budget s,

put s t he ent i r e wei ght of t he cr i si s upon t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses : t he

r educt i on of r eal sal ar i es, j ob cut s, t he i mpor t ant decr eases i n medi cal and soci al
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ser vi ces, r i ses i n el ect r i ci t y cost s and i n publ i c t r anspor t . . . and t hi s, at t he same
t i me as i t subst ant i al l y r educes t axes i mposed on busi ness pr of i t s and subsi di zes

t hemas never bef or e .

I n t hi s way one i s wi t ness t o t he r edi r ect i on of an i mpor t ant par t of t he col l ect i ve

weal t h, al l ocat ed t o t he pr of i t s of pr i vat e i nt er est s at t he expense of publ i c

ser vi ces .

I nspi r ed by t he mul t i nat i onal s, el abor at ed at economi c summi t s and by maj or

i nt er nat i onal or gani sms such as t he Wor l d Bank, t he OECD and t he

I nt er nat i onal Monet ar y Fund, t he capi t al i st r esponse t o t he cr i si s her e, as

el sewher e, goes di r ect l y agai nst t he i nt er est s of t he wor ki ng and popul ar

cl asses.

And her e, as el sewher e, t hese cl asses st i l l have onl y and al ways no ot her

r ecour se but t o r esi st and f i ght , be i t onl y i n or der t o l i mi t t he mor e nef ar i ous

consequences of t hi s cr i si s i n at t empt i ng t o pr eser ve t hei r r i ght s and t he

i mpr ovement s i n l i vi ng and wor ki ng condi t i ons dear l y acqui r ed . I n addi t i on, a
soci al cr i si s, l i nked t o t he pol i t i cal and economi c cr i si s, i s sl owl y devel opi ng t hat

t omor r ow coul d wel l r each a poi nt of no r et ur n.

Rel at i ons bet ween t he cl asses ar e mor e and mor e t ense . Aggr avat ed by t he cr i si s,
t he ent i r et y of soci al pr obl ems r esul t i ng f r om r el at i ons of expl oi t at i on,

oppr essi on and domi nat i on, expl ode i n t he f ace of t he capi t al i st cl ass t hat sees

i t sel f i ncr easi ngl y conf r ont ed wi t h t he combat i veness and sol i dar i t y of t he

wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses .

Thi s i s t est i f i ed i n t he demands and st r uggl es of t he t r ade- uni ons f or t he r i ght t o

wor k, agai nst t he cl osi ng of f act or i es and j ob- cut s i n t he publ i c ser vi ce, f or heal t h

and saf et y at wor k, t he dequal i f i cat i on of l abor and t he negat i ve ef f ect s of

aut omat i on, pr ecar i ous empl oyment , unempl oyment . . . ; t he demands and
st r uggl es of t he peopl e i n t he ar eas of housi ng, heal t h, ur ban pl anni ng, t he

envi r onment , publ i c t r anspor t , soci al r i ght s . . . t he demands and st r uggl es, of t he

r egi ons, i n Sai nt - Schol ast i que, i n t he Gaspe, i n t he Mat apedi a val l ey . . . t he

demands and st r uggl es of t he aged, of i mmi gr ant men and women wor ker s, and

of t he nat i ve peopl e.

Equal l y t est i f yi ng t o i t ar e t he ext r aor di nar y st r uggl es and demands of women f or

equal i t y i n access t o empl oyment and i n wor ki ng condi t i ons, f or t he r ecogni t i on

of t he soci al val ue of housewor k, f or t he est abl i shment of a net wor k of popul ar

daycar e cent r es, agai nst sexi sm and sexual vi ol ence, f or t he r i ght t o f r ee and

cost l ess abor t i on . . . t he st r uggl es and demands i n t he cul t ur al f i el d, i n musi c, i n t he

new t heat r e, i n f i l m, i n communi t y medi a . . . t he st r uggl es and demands of t he

ecol ogi cal movement . . . t he movement i n suppor t of peopl es st r uggl i ng agai nst

expl oi t at i on and domi nat i on .

To be sur e, t hese demands and st r uggl es mor e of t en t han not r emai n conf i ned t o
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t he def ence of t he i mmedi at e i nt er est s of t he men and women wor ker s, and do
not manage t o ext end t owar d and ar t i cul at e a pr oj ect f or a r adi cal l y di f f er ent

soci et y . And despi t e cer t ai n i ni t i at i ves at t he muni ci pal l evel or , f or exampl e,

occasi onal debat es on t he nat i onal quest i on, t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses do

not have t he means f or aut onomous pol i t i cal expr essi on, and r emai n dependent

on capi t al i st pol i t i cal par t i es t hat cont i nual l y cor r upt and di st or t t hei r col l ect i ve

aspi r at i ons f or a bet t er l i f e .

But t he f act r emai ns t hat t hese demands and st r uggl es const i t ut e t he f oundat i ons

of a r eal r esi st ance t o nat i onal oppr essi on and ar e t he expr essi on of a wi l l t o
br eak away ( vol ont e de r upt ur e) f r om capi t al i st soci et y .

Thr ough t hei r demands and st r uggl es, t he men and women of t he wor ki ng

and popul ar cl asses ar e sl owl y out l i ni ng t he el ement s of a pr oj ect f or a

r adi cal l y new soci et y and ar e mor e and mor e asser t i ng t he necessi t y f or an

i n- dept h t r ansf or mat i on of Quebec soci et y i n t he di r ect i on of t hei r i nt er est s

and t hei r col l ect i ve aspi r at i ons .

Bor ne by t hi s gr owi ng consci ousness, change i s under way . And t o t he ext ent t hat
t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses wi l l pr ovi de t hemsel ves wi t h t hei r own soci al

pr oj ect ( pr oj et de soci et y) and t he pol i t i cal i nst r ument f or i t s r eal i zat i on, not hi ng

shal l be abl e t o st op i t .

A SOCI ETY I N NEED OF PROFOUND CHANGE

Wher e ar e our col l ect i ve aspi r at i ons t aki ng us i f not t o t he est abl i shment of a

r adi cal l y di f f er ent soci et y, i n whi ch our l i f e woul d be bet t er , mor e cr eat i ve, f r eer ,

mor e wor t hy of bei ng l i ved?

Wher e ar e our demands and our st r uggl es l eadi ng us i f not t o bui l d a soci et y i n

whi ch pr oduct i on and wor k as wel l as soci al , cul t ur al and pol i t i cal l i f e woul d no

l onger be or gani zed ar ound t he pr of i t s and i nt er est s of a mi nor i t y cl ass, but

ar ound t he needs and aspi r at i ons of t he whol e of t he popul at i on i nst ead?

Wher e do we want t o end up i f not at a new soci et y i n whi ch r el at i ons of

expl oi t at i on, oppr essi on and domi nat i on woul d be r epl aced by r el at i ons of

equal i t y, l i ber t y and sol i dar i t y?

I n or der t o achi eve t hese goal s t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses must begi n wor k

on an i n- dept h t r ansf or mat i on of cont empor ar y Quebec by under t aki ng a

col l ect i ve appr opr i at i on of cont r ol over t hei r wor k, t hei r l i ves, and over t he

whol e of soci et y .
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To t hi s end we must col l ect i vel y appr opr i at e t he means of pr oduct i on and of

exchange of goods and ser vi ces, by democr at i zi ng pr oper t y, i t s or gani zat i on and

oper at i on. I t i s necessar y t o r adi cal l y t r ansf or m t he St at e not onl y by achi evi ng

i ndependence but by i nvent i ng new means of cont r ol f or t he wor ki ng and

popul ar cl asses over t he par l i ament ar y syst em, t he bur eaucr acy and t he l egal

syst em. We must dest r oy t he sexual di vi si on of capi t al i st l abor and est abl i sh

aut hent i c egal i t ar i an and sol i dar y r el at i ons bet ween men and women . We must

pr oceed t owar d a maj or decent r al i zat i on of t he economi c and pol i t i cal power ,

pr omot e popul ar aut onomous or gani zat i ons, ani mat e a t r ue democr acy at t he

gr ass r oot s .

The i n- dept h t r ansf or mat i on of Quebec i n t he l i ght of t he aspi r at i ons and

i nt er est s of t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses i nvol ves t he const r uct i on of a

popul ar power ( pouvoi r popul ai r e) t hat can onl y be achi eved on t he i nsepar abl e

f oundat i ons of soci al i sm, i ndependence, democr acy and equal i t y bet ween men
and women .

Thi s r epr esent s, as we shoul d be awar e, a di f f i cul t under t aki ng si nce i t i mpl i es

put t i ng i nt o quest i on nat i onal and i nt er nat i onal capi t al i st power s t hat have no
i nt er est i n change and t hat do not hesi t at e t o i nt er vene i n t he l i ves of peopl es i n

or der t o mai nt ai n t hei r domi nat i on .

Thi s r epr esent s a l ar ge- scal e under t aki ng whi ch si mul t aneousl y pr esupposes

economi c, soci al , cul t ur al and pol i t i cal mut at i ons whose di f f i cul t i es and dept h

must not be under est i mat ed .

Thi s r epr esent s a compl ex and l ong- t er m pol i t i cal pr oj ect t hat cal l s t o be

speci f i ed, cl ar i f i ed, el abor at ed and t r anscr i bed i nt o a pr ogr amof st r uggl es and

st ages t o f ol l ow i n accor d wi t h t he conj unct ur e and evol ut i on of t he soci al f or ces

t hat wi l l bear i t . Thi s pol i t i cal pr oj ect does not bel ong and woul d never bel ong

ei t her t o an avant - gar de or t o a gr oup of exper t s . The const r uct i on of popul ar

power can onl y be t he wor k of t he peopl e t hemsel ves .

For a soci al i st Quebec

Asoci et y such as we want - egal i t ar i an, f r ee and sol i dar y- cannot emer ge shor t

of t he Quebecoi s peopl e' s r adi cal br eak wi t h capi t al i sm and t hus t he

expl oi t at i on and dependence i t engender s .

Onl y such a br eak can per mi t t he cr eat i on of condi t i ons f avor abl e t o t he f r eei ng

of t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses.

We must over t ur n t he capi t al i st cl ass' economi c di ct at or shi p and pol i t i cal

domi nat i on by pr oceedi ng t owar d soci al i zat i on of t he means of pr oduct i on and

exchange i n such a way as t o el i mi nat e t he pr i vat e power of deci si on t hat
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per mi t s t hi s mi nor i t y t o exer ci se despot i c " r i ght s of management " , t o set t he

pr i ces of consumer goods, t o di r ect t he or gani zat i on of t he economy and of wor k,

t o i mpose unempl oyment . . . al l t o maxi mi ze t hei r pr of i t s .

We must put an end t o dependence by pr ocedi ng t owar d a col l ect i ve

appr opr i at i on of t he f or ei gn compani es t hat have est abl i shed t hemsel ves i n

Quebec- at a pace and modal i t i es t o be col l ect i vel y det er mi ned- and by

hencef or t h di sal l owi ng al l f or ei gn cont r ol over our r esour ces and our means of

pr oduct i on and exchange.

The Quebecoi s peopl e wi l l not be t he f i r st t o want t o sweep away t he st r uct ur es of

expl oi t at i on and dependence and t o want t o over t hr ow t he capi t al i st syst em. I n

under t aki ng t hi s di f f i cul t combat , i t owes t o i t sel f t o t ake st ock of t he exper i ence

gai ned el sewher e and t o l ear n f r om t he successes as wel l as t he er r or s .

Whi l e t he soci al i zat i on of r esour ces and of t he means of pr oduct i on and

exchange i s an essent i al condi t i on f or t he r eal i zat i on of t he popul ar power , i t st i l l

does not guar ant ee i t . Ther e i s no r eci pe, t her e i s no f at her l and of soci al i sm, no

gui di ng count r y nor model soci et y . We must seek our own way of l i ber at i on

t hr ough t he condi t i ons t hat ar e our own .

By pl aci ng t he accent on t he const r uct i on of a r eal popul ar power out of t he

col l ect i ve appr opr i at i on of t he means of pr oduct i on and exchange, our soci al i st

pr oj ect r ef uses t o consi der t he St at e t he onl y agent f or t he t r ansf or mat i on of

soci et y .

And i f we pl ace t he obj ect i ve of soci al i zat i on r at her t han t hat of st at e cont r ol

( et at i sat i on) t o t he f or e, i t i s t o f or cef ul l y under l i ne t hat f or a soci al i st soci et y i t i s

necessar y t o br i ng t oget her t he condi t i ons al l owi ng t hat al l economi c deci si ons

be t he obj ect of publ i c debat es and democr at i c choi ces . For i t i s nei t her a

mi nor i t y of capi t al i st s hi di ng behi nd t he mar ket ' s pseudo- l aws nor a mi nor i t y of

t echnocr at s and mi ni st er s hi di ng behi nd t he myst er i ous vei l s of t hei r exper t i se,

but t he whol e of t he wor ki ng peopl e t hat , t hr ough t he col l ect i ve el abor at i on of

democr at i c mechani sms, must deci de t he needs t o be sat i sf i ed, t he goal s of

pr oduct i on, i mpor t s and expor t s, t he al l ocat i on of r esour ces among sect or s and

r egi ons, t he di st r i but i on of pr oduct i on bet ween consumer goods and ser vi ces, t he

quant i t y and qual i t y of t hese goods and ser vi ces, t he di st r i but i on of weal t h, t he

choi ces i n t he domai ns of ener gy, t he or i ent at i ons of devel opment - i n shor t , t he

whol e of t hose deci si ons t hat above al l ot her s det er mi ne l i vi ng and wor ki ng

condi t i ons .

I n ar r i vi ng at t he el abor at i on of a pl an f or over al l devel opment , t hi s

democr at i zat i on of economi c power must be exer ci sed on t he nat i onal as wel l as

t he l ocal and r egi onal l evel s and must l eave ampl e r oomf or t he aut onomy of t he

var i ous col l ect i vi t i es .
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Economi c power must be col l ect i ve not onl y on t he l evel of maj or

or i ent at i ons, but al so i n t he ver y di r ect i on of ent er pr i ses and ser vi ces . Thei r

admi ni st r at i on must be si mul t aneousl y pl aced i n t he hands of t he men and

women wor ker s, of t he r epr esent at i ves of t he democr at i c i nst i t ut i ons of soci et y,

and of t he r epr esent at i ves of t he col l ect i vi t i es concer ned, as det er mi ned by t he

nat ur e and f unct i on of t he ent er pr i ses and ser vi ces i n quest i on.

I n addi t i on, t he soci al i zat i on of t he economy cannot be achi eved by pl anni ng

al one, no mat t er how democr at i c . I t must be concr et i zed i n a r adi cal

t r ansf or mat i on of t he or gani zat i on and di vi si on of l abour . The men and women

wor ker s must have act ual cont r ol over t hei r wor k and t he manner i n whi ch i t

i s or gani zed ; among ot her t hi ngs, t hi s i mpl i es a r educt i on of t he si ze of

ent er pr i ses, cont r ol over t echnol ogi cal changes and t he i nt egr at i on of t he

concept i on and execut i on of wor k such t hat men and women wor ker s not onl y

can pr ovi de t hemsel ves wi t h cl ean and saf e wor ki ng condi t i ons but al so
t r ansf or mt he cont ent of t hei r wor k as wel l .

For , ul t i mat el y, we must put an end t o t hi s r eal di spossessi on of t he wor l d t o
whi ch men and women wor ker s ar e subj ect ed t hr ough t he i mpover i shment and
gr owi ng subor di nat i on of t hei r act i vi t i es. We must st r i ve t o abol i sh t he di vi si on

bet ween manual and i nt el l ect ual l abor , as wel l as al l t he di scr i mi nat i ons and

pr i vi l eges t hat der i ve t her ef r om.

On t he ot her hand, t he abol i t i on of unempl oyment and t he r ecogni t i on of t he

r i ght t o wor k ar e made possi bl e onl y t hr ough t he act ual soci al i zat i on of t he

economy and t he pl anni ng of devel opment .

By put t i ng an end t o t he pr i vat e appr opr i at i on of t he weal t h t hat wor k pr oduces

and by est abl i shi ng a mode of r emuner at i on based on par t i ci pat i on i n soci al
l abour , we ar e gi vi ng our sel ves t he means t o el i mi nat e pover t y, t o consi der abl y

r educe i nequal i t i es, and t o guar ant ee t o ever yone a decent i ncome t hat sat i sf i es

soci al l y def i ned needs .

No l onger sei zed by a pr i vi l eged mi nor i t y, t he soci al sur pl us becomes avai l abl e

f or t he i mpr ovement of our col l ect i ve equi pment and ser vi ces and t hus our l i vi ng

condi t i ons .

I n addi t i on, t he bui l di ng of a t r ue popul ar power demands an i n- dept h

soci al i zat i on of publ i c ser vi ces, at al l l evel s, i n al l sect or s, and f or al l gr oups .

We must t r ansf or msoci al ser vi ces i n such a way t hat t hey ar e no l onger subj ect t o
t he demands of i ndust r i al pr oduct i on, but r at her di r ect l y anchor ed i n t he
aspi r at i ons and t he needs of t he col l ect i vi t i es t hr ough t heext ensi ve aut onomy of

popul ar gr oups and or gani zat i ons . We must under t ake t o democr at i ze and

r e- or gani ze ser vi ces i n such a way t hat t he popul at i on can appr or i at e t hemand
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Thus i n heal t h car e, as wel l as i n educat i on, t he aut onomy of i ndi vi dual s and

col l ect i ves must be pr omot ed t hr ough t he i ncr eased di f f usi on of knowl edge. I n

addi t i on t o of f er i ng t he best cur at i ve car e, t he heal t h syst emmust be based on t he

pr omot i on of heal t h and pr event i on, and must st r i ve t o check i l l nesses of soci al

or i gi n . Educat i on, i n t he f r amewor k of a publ i c, secul ar , and f r ancophone syst em,

r espect f ul of t he r i ght t o di f f er ence of t he mi nor i t i es, gr eat l y decent r al i zed and

subj ect t o popul ar cont r ol , must be or i ent ed t owar d t he per manent educat i on of

t he popul at i on . I t must i n par t i cul ar ser ve ever yone, i n accor dance wi t h t hei r

choi ce and t he needs of t he soci et y, pr ovi di ng vocat i onal and bal anced

( pol yval ent e) t r ai ni ng t hat can gi ve t he men and women wor ker s r eal cont r ol

and a t r ue capaci t y f or i nt er vent i on i n t he concept ual i zat i on and or gani zat i on of

t hei r wor k and soci al l i f e as a whol e .

What we must seek t hr ough t he soci al i zat i on and t he democr at i zat i on of t he

economy and ser vi ces, as wel l as t hr ough t he pl anni ng of devel opment and t he

t r ansf or mat i on of t he or gani zat i on of l abor , i s not a new way t o st r uct ur e and

admi ni st er t he same ol d pr oduct i on- or i ent ed ( pr oduct i vi st e) soci et y t hat sees i n

i ndi vi dual s not hi ng but t hei r " l abour power " and t hei r capaci t y t o pr oduce

" pr of i t s" , but on t he cont r ar y a t r ansf or mat i on of t hi s capi t al i st vi si on of t he

wor l d and a r eal change i n t he modes of l i vi ng and wor ki ng .

Bui l di ng a soci al i st Quebec means t o r euni t e t he condi t i ons t hat make f or a

di f f er ent and bet t er l i f e : f or chi l dr en and young peopl e at l ast r ecogni zed as

per sons i n t hemsel ves wi t h needs f or super vi si on, educat i on and l ei sur e t hat t he

soci et y must st r i ve t o meet ; wi t h t he r i ght t o speak, t o or gani ze t hemsel ves, and

t o act so as t o t r ansf or m soci et y i n t he l i ght of t hei r aspi r at i ons . . . f or men and

women, f i nal l y l i ber at ed f r omt he sexual di vi si on of l abor and hencef or t h abl e t o

est abl i sh aut hent i cal l y egal i t ar i an and sol i dar y r el at i ons . . . f or t he aged, f i nal l y

r e- i nt egr at ed i n soci al l i f e, l i ber at ed f r omof f i ci al i zed i mpover i shment , and

hencef or t h di sposi ng of a r eal capabi l i t y t o add t o t he col l ect i vi t y wi t h t hei r

knowl edge and exper t i se.

For an I ndependent Quebec

Our pr oj ect , because i t i s t hat of t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses, af f i r ms t he

i ndi vi si bl e r el at i onshi p bet ween soci al i sm and i ndependence . One coul d not

f i ght f or a soci al i st democr acy wi t hout t aki ng up t he nat i onal quest i on i n al l i t s

hi st or i c si gni f i cance, wi t hout assumi ng t he pr oj ect of nat i onal l i ber at i on.

The cr eat i on of a new and f ul l y i ndependent Quebecoi s St at e i s an

i ndi spensabl e condi t i on f or not onl y over t hr owi ng t he domi nat i on of t he

capi t al i st cl asses and achi evi ng a t r ue sover ei gnt y of t he peopl e, but al so f or
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put t i ng an end t o nat i onal oppr essi on .

We must put an end t o t he pr esent si t uat i on : t o t he pr ovi nci al St at e, t oot hl ess cog

of t he cent r al Canadi an St at e and def ender of " l ocal " capi t al i st i nt er est s ; t o t he

f eder al St at e t hat embodi es t he cl ass power of t he bour geoi si e as a whol e,

r epr oduces t he nat i onal oppr essi on of t he Quebecoi s peopl e and t he nat i ve

peopl es, and t hat ser ves as t he t r ansmi ssi on bel t of Amer i can i mper i al i sm.

We must r adi cal l y r econsi der t he whol e of t he pol i t i cal , economi c and mi l i t ar y

al l i ances t o whi ch we ar e i nt egr at ed, and whi ch not onl y mai nt ai n Quebec i n a

st at e of pr of ound dependence but make i t an accompl i ce i n Amer i can

i mper i al i sm' s ensl avement of numer ous peopl es .

We must acqui r e t he i ndependence t hat al l ows t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses

t o col l ect i vel y and democr at i cal l y appr opr i at e economi c as wel l as pol i t i cal

power . I n t hi s r espect our pr oj ect i s cl ear l y di st i nct f r omt he Pequi st e per spect i ve

of " sover ei gnt y- associ at i on" . The PQ does not quest i on ei t her t he capi t al i st

syst em, or t he expl oi t at i on and dependence i t engender s . Wi shi ng t o pr ot ect t he

Amer i can and Canadi an capi t al i st s' i nt er est s and devel op Quebecoi s capi t al i sm,

i t ends up, under t he pr et ext of moder ni sm, becomi ng t he pr omot er of t he

saf e- keepi ng of t he pr i nci pal f eder al i nst i t ut i ons i n t he f r amewor k of a " new"

associ at i on and t he mai nt enance of al l t he pol i t i cal , economi c and mi l i t ar y

al l i ances t hat bi nd us t o t he Amer i can i mper i al i st syst em. Mor eover , i t

r ecommends i nt egr at i on of t he Quebecoi s economy wi t h t he Nor t h- Amer i can

economy, and submi ssi on t o t he pr esent i nt er nat i onal di vi si on of l abor . But

pol i t i cal and economi c i ndependence cannot be separ at ed t hi s way, and i t i s

cer t ai n t hat t he const r uct i on of a popul ar sover ei gnt y ( pouvoi r popul ai r e) cannot

f ol l ow such a dead- end st r eet .

On t he ot her hand, we must el abor at e and col l ect i vel y put i nt o ef f ect a st r at egy of

devel opment based on t he sat i sf act i on of our r eal needs and t he r eal i zat i on of

our democr at i c aspi r at i ons . Thi s pr esupposes bot h a r est r uct ur i ng of our

economy wi t h t he obj ect i ve of r el i ance at f i r st on our sel ves al one, and a

r est r uct ur i ng of our i nt er nat i onal exchanges whi ch shoul d hencef or t h evol ve

f r om our devel opment obj ect i ves .

Thi s means not onl y mai nt ai ni ng but devel opi ng economi c, f i nanci al ,
commer ci al , t echnol ogi cal and cul t ur al r el at i ons wi t h ot her peopl es, and i n a
r adi cal l y di f f er ent way : i n due r espect of t he i ndependence of peopl es, mut ual
avoi dance of t he cr eat i on of r el at i ons of dependence, i n t he adher ence t o a pol i cy
of i nt er nat i onal co- oper at i on at t he ser vi ce of devel opment i n equal i t y and
sol i dar i t y .

I n addi t i on, we must put an end t o al l pol i t i cal , economi c and mi l i t ar y al l i ances
and t r eat i es t hat i nvol ve us i n compl i ci t y wi t h Amer i can i mper i al i sm. By
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cont r ast , our pr oj ect demands t hat we est abl i sh r el at i ons of f r i endshi p and

sol i dar i t y wi t h peopl es st r uggl i ng agai nst al l t ypes of expl oi t at i on, oppr essi on

and domi nat i on ; we must as wel l f i ght t he t her monucl ear menace and make

our sel ves act i ve emi ssar i es of peace among peopl es .

Mor eover , i n t he same spi r i t of i ndependence and i nt er nat i onal i sm, we must cast

of f our dependence on t he domi nant cul t ur al i ndust r i es bot h by suppor t i ng t he

pr oduct i on and di f f usi on of t he cul t ur e of t he peopl e of Quebec and by per mi t t i ng

t r ue access t o t he cul t ur e of ot her peopl es, of mi nor i t i es, and of t he nat i ve

peopl es .

Bui l di ng an i ndependent Quebec, f r omour poi nt of vi ew, al so means t o

under t ake t he est abl i shment of newr el at i ons wi t h t he et hni c mi nor i t i es :

el i mi nat i ng al l f or ms of di scr i mi nat i on and r aci sm per pet r at ed agai nst t hem;

r ecogni zi ng bot h t hei r r i ght t o di f f er ence and t hei r r i ght t o i nt egr at i on by

f avor i ng t he st udy, knowl edge, use and expr essi on of t hei r own l anguages and

cul t ur es wi t hi n t he f r amewor k of a pol i cy i n keepi ng wi t h t he pr i nci pl e t hat

Fr ench i s t he l anguage of use i n Quebec ; accor di ng t o men and women

i mmi gr ant s t he same r i ght s as t o Quebec men and women wor ker s ; f avour i ng i n

our i mmi gr at i on pol i ci es t he r e- uni f i cat i on of f ami l i es and wel come t o pol i t i cal

r ef ugees .

Equal l y t hi s means put t i ng an end t o t he oppr essi on of t he nat i ve peopl es, and

r ecogni zi ng t hei r nat i onal r i ght s t o sel f - det er mi nat i on and i ndependence ; al l t he

whi l e i nvi t i ng t hem t o j oi n as equal member s i n our soci al pr oj ect and

negot i at i ng wi t h t hemon t he basi s of t hei r demands : t he del i mi t at i ons of t hei r

t er r i t or y, t he pr eser vat i on of t hei r cul t ur e and way of l i f e, t he aut onomy of t hei r

soci al , economi c and pol i t i cal or gani zat i ons .

I ndependence as we concei ve i t st ands f or a good deal mor e t han a newj ur i di cal

f or mof t he St at e . I t i s t he wat chwor d f or a whol e peopl e; not onl y f or put t i ng

an end t o dependence and nat i onal oppr essi on, but al so f or col l ect i vel y and

democr at i cal l y appr opr i at i ng cont r ol over t hat peopl e' s condi t i ons of exi st ence

and i t s f ut ur e .

For a Democr at i c Quebec

POUR UN QUEBECSOCI ALI STE

Thr ough t he r eal i zat i on of soci al i sm and i ndependence i s r ai sed t he necessi t y of

democr at i zi ng al l t he power s i n soci et y . Onl y a soci al i st and i ndependent

soci et y can achi eve t r ue soci al i zat i on and aut hent i c popul ar sover ei gnt y .

These t hr ee t er ms ar e i r r evocabl y l i nked.

To const r uct popul ar power , we must put an end t o t he pr i vat e appr opr i at i on of

deci si onal power s i n pol i t i cs j ust as much as i n t he economy, and el i mi nat e

aut hor i t ar i ani sm and r el at i ons of domi nat i on i n soci et y .
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We must br i ng t oget her t he condi t i ons t hat wi l l al l ow t he maj or i t y- t he

wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses- t o exer ci se ef f ect i ve power i n t he el abor at i on of

col l ect i ve deci si ons as wel l as upon t hei r appl i cat i on i n wor ki ng pl aces,

nei ghbor hoods, vi l l ages and ci t i es, i n t he r egi ons and on t he nat i onal l evel .

On t he l evel of i t s or gani zat i on and i t s oper at i on, t he Quebecoi s St at e must be

r adi cal l y t r ansf or med t hr ough t he democr at i zat i on of t he l egi sl at i ve, execut i ve,

admi ni st r at i ve, j udi ci al and pol i ce appar at us, so as t o guar ant ee t he ef f ect i ve

r eal i zat i on of t he wi shes ( vol ont es) of t he peopl e.

The power of t he St at e must be decent r al i zed, debur eaucr at i zed, and
dehi er ar chi zed so as t o i nt er di ct t he appr opr i at i on of power by a mi nor i t y . Far

f r ombei ng based on a monopol y by a si ngl e par t y, or on t he f usi on of t he St at e

wi t h a par t y, t he or gani zat i on of pol i t i cal power must expr ess a new dynami c

based si mul t aneousl y on t he r ecogni t i on of t he f r eedomof pol i t i cal or gani zat i on,

on t he r ecogni t i on of t he r ol e and aut onomy of popul ar and wor ker
or gani zat i ons, on t he devel opment of f undament al sol i dar i t i es and t he
decent r al i zat i on of power t owar ds t he l ocal and r egi onal col l ect i vi t i es, as wel l as

on t he bi r t h of mul t i pl e l ocat i ons of pol i t i cal expr essi on and i nt er vent i on

appr opr i at e f or wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses .

Cer t ai nl y pol i t i cal power , be i t on t he l ocal , r egi onal or nat i onal l evel , must

di spose of a t r ue capaci t y t o co- or di nat e and ef f ect col l ect i ve deci si ons . I t must

al so possess suf f i ci ent f or ce t o r esi st i nt er nal or ext er nal pr essur es i n

opposi t i on t o democr at i c deci si ons . And t hi s power must exer ci se i t sel f

wi t hi n a dynami c of par t i ci pat i on, exchange and i nt er act i on i n such a way as

t o pr event domi nat i ng and r epr essi ve bur eaucr at i c appar at uses f r om bei ng

abl e t o t ake r oot .

Our democr at i c pr oj ect r ecogni zes t hat t he r i ght s and l i ber t i es of t he i ndi vi dual
ar e i nal i enabl e and guar ant ees t hei r per manent r espect t hr ough speci f i c and

i ndependent i nst i t ut i onal mechani sms .

Our democr at i c pr oj ect equal l y r ecogni zes t he r i ght s and l i ber t i es of t he
col l ect i vi t i es and t hat t hese must be f ul l y r ecogni zed: t he r i ght s and l i ber t i es of
associ at i on, uni on, expr essi on, demonst r at i on, t he r i ght t o negot i at i on and t he
cont i nuous r i ght t o st r i ke. I t r ecogni zes t he r i ght s of i ndi vi dual s and gr oups wi t h

common i nt er est s and obj ect i ves t o f or maut onomous or gani zat i ons and t o
est abl i sh r el at i ons of f or ce ( r appor t de f or ce) i n def ence of t hei r r i ght s . I t

r ecogni zes t he f undament al r i ght of i ndi vi dual s and col l ect i vi t i es t o be r eal
agent s of pol i t i cal power ; t hat i s, t o democr at i cal l y di r ect al l aspect s of t hei r wor k
and l i ves .

I nst ead of opposi ng i ndi vi dual t o col l ect i ve r i ght s, and t hus seek t o el i mi nat e one
i n t he name of t he ot her , our pr oj ect on t he cont r ar y f avor s t hei r r eci pr ocal



expansi on and r ei nf or cement .

POUR UN QUEBECSOCI ALI STE

Bui l di ng a democr at i c Quebec i s t o pr ovi de t he means t o est abl i sh new r el at i ons

bet ween i ndi vi dual s and col l ect i vi t i es .

Cer t ai nl y t ensi ons and conf l i ct s of i nt er est wi l l cont i nue t o exi st bet ween t he

i ndi vi dual and t he col l ect i ve, bet ween t he nat i onal , r egi onal and l ocal col l ect i ves

as wel l as bet ween di f f er ent gr oups . The el i mi nat i on of dependence, t he
abol i t i on of soci al cl asses, t he di sappear ance of i nequal i t i es bet ween men and
women, t he soci al i zat i on of t he economy, t he democr at i zat i on of power s wi l l not

be achi eved over ni ght , and even once achi eved t hey wi l l not el i mi nat e al l

cont r adi ct i ons .

Never t hel ess, al l t hese t r ansf or mat i ons wi l l cr eat e a new dynami c i n soci al
r el at i ons t hat wi l l al l ow t ensi ons and conf l i ct s t o be r ecogni zed and t o be
democr at i cal l y r esol ved i n t he f r amewor k of t he or gani sms t hat soci et y wi l l

have cr eat ed i n accor dance wi t h t he i nt er est s and aspi r at i ons of t he wor ki ng and

popul ar maj or i t y, and i n a common spi r i t of sol i dar i t y .

For Equal i t y Bet ween Men and Women

j ust as f undament al l y as soci al i sm, i ndependence, and democr acy, t he

est abl i shment of egal i t ar i an r el at i ons bet ween men and women on t he soci al as

wel l as economi c, cul t ur al , pol i t i cal , and j ur i di cal l evel s i s an essent i al basi s f or

t he const r uct i on of a ver i t abl e popul ar power i n Quebec . Thi s r epr esent s one of

t he obj ect i ves t hat i s at t he ver y hear t of our pol i t i cal pr oj ect .

We must put an end t o t he sexual di vi si on of l abor and sexual di scr i mi nat i on

be i t i n cul t ur e, adver t i si ng, i nf or mat i on medi a, t he school , t he f ami l y or wor k,

and t o est abl i sh speci al measur es t o syst emat i cal l y check t he hi st or i cal and

st r uct ur al di scr i mi nat i on of whi ch women ar e t he vi ct i ms .

We must el i mi nat e al l f or ms of t he domi nat i on of women, t he const r ai nt s,

har assment s, humi l i at i ons, and t he vi ol ence t hat t he pr esent soci et y exer ci ses

agai nst t hem.

Thi s pr esupposes i n par t i cul ar t he r ecogni t i on of par ent al r esponsi bi l i t i es and

f ami l i al t asks as bei ng soci al r esponsi bi l i t i es, such as t o est abl i sh condi t i ons t o

al l ow t hese r esponsi bi l i t i es and t asks t o be shar ed bet ween men and women i n an

egal i t ar i an f ashi on as wel l as a gr eat er soci al i zat i on of t he t asks of r econst i t ut i on

and r epr oduct i on, not abl y by means of a net wor k of daycar e ser vi ces t hat i s

uni ver sal , f r ee of char ge, and cont r ol l ed by t he user s and men and women

wor ker s . Equal l y t hi s supposes t hat t he cost s br ought about by t he f act of havi ng

chi l dr en be shar ed by t he col l ect i vi t y as a whol e .
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Mor eover , t hi s supposes t hat mat er ni t y, t he f unct i on speci f i c t o women, be

f i nal l y soci al l y r ecogni zed, t hat al l mat er ni t i es can be f r eel y consent ed t o, and

t hat consequent l y al l women have t he possi bi l i t i es and means ei t her t o i nt er upt a

pr egnancy or br i ng i t t o an end wi t hout har mt o ei t her t hei r heal t h or ot her r i ght s .

Fi nal l y t hi s supposes a r adi cal t r ansf or mat i on of t he or gani zat i on of wor k whi ch

el i mi nat es al l di scr i mi nat i on bot h i n wor ki ng condi t i ons and i n pay bet ween men

and women, f avor s t he devel opment of egal i t ar i ani sm f or women as wel l as f or

men i n al l sect or s of empl oyment , t he t aki ng i nt o account of pr egnancy, bi r t h and

nur si ng as much t hr ough t he f l exi bi l i t y of schedul es and t he gr ant i ng of l eaves as

i n t he nat ur e of t he wor k, and mor eover an egal i t ar i an shar i ng of f ami l i al

r esponsi bi l i t i es and t asks .

To bui l d equal i t y bet ween men and women i s t o put t oget her t he condi t i ons such

t hat soci al i sm, i ndependence, and democr acy ar e r eal i zed not hal f way, but f ul l y

and f or al l men and women .

Towar ds popul ar power

By col l ect i vel y appr opr i at i ng t he means of pr oduct i on and exchange, soci al i zi ng

ent er pr i ses and ser vi ces, t r ansf or mi ng t he or gani zat i on of wor k, democr at i zi ng

economi c and pol i t i cal power , achi evi ng i ndependence, and t r ansf or mi ng

r el at i ons bet ween men and women, t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses wi l l bui l d a

new soci et y t hat wi l l answer t o t hei r needs and t hei r col l ect i ve aspi r at i ons .

How wi l l t hese t r ansf or mat i ons be expr essed wi t h r espect t o one anot her ? At

what pace wi l l we pr oceed wi t h t he r equi r ed soci al i zat i on? What st ages wi l l we

have t o go t hr ough i n t he r eal i zat i on of i ndependence? What democr at i c

mechani sms wi l l we have t o est abl i sh? What ki nd of r el at i ons wi l l t her e be

bet ween t he St at e and t he pol i t i cal or gani zat i ons, t he soci al movement s, t he

r ank- and- f i l e col l ect i ves? Howwi l l t he pol i t i cal power be expr essed wi t h r espect

t o economi c power ?

So many quest i ons t o debat e, so many pr obl ems t o r esol ve, so many pol i t i cal

choi ces t o ef f ect uat e, f or us t o under t ake t oday t o r ai se i n t he ver y hear t of t he

wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses .

I n or der t o conduct t hi s col l ect i ve r ef l ect i on, t o el abor at e t hei r pr oj ect of soci et y,

const r uct t hei r power , t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses must under t ake t o f or ge

an i nst r ument f or t hemsel ves .

I t i s f or t hi s end t hat we must now get down t o wor k.
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I I I

A MOVEMENT TOCONSTRUCT

Under t aki ng t o t r ansf or m i n- dept h Quebecoi s soci et y i n accor dance wi t h t hei r

i nt er est s and t hei r col l ect i ve hopes, t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses must

hencef or t h count onl y on t hei r own power ( f or ce) .

The t i me has come t o put an end t o our cl ass dependence i n t he f ace of t hose

pol i t i cal par t i es- Li ber al , pequi st e, or ot her - who have l ar gel y demonst r at ed,

i n var yi ng degr ees, t hat t hey ar e t he pol i t i cal expr essi ons and t he ser vant s of t he

i nt er est s of t he capi t al i st mi nor i t y t hat expl oi t s and domi nat es us .

The t i me has come t o st op bei ng i n t ow t o t hese pol i t i cal admi ni st r at or s of

capi t al i sm, and t o no l onger l eave t he def ense of our i nt er est s t o t hose par t i es,

t hat , f r omel ect i on t o el ect i on, i f not f r omgener at i on t o gener at i on, do not cease

bet r ayi ng our col l ect i ve aspi r at i ons .

These par t i es wi l l never t ackl e t he r eal causes of expl oi t at i on and domi nat i on.

They wi l l never r eal l y quest i on t he i nequal i t i es bet ween men and women, nor

dependence, nor unempl oyment , nor pover t y . Onl y t he wor ki ng and popul ar

cl asses have t he i nt er est and t he pol i t i cal wi l l t o do so, because t hey exper i ence

t he necessi t y i n t hei r l i ves and i n t hei r wor k .

The const r uct i on of a r adi cal l y new soci et y necessi t at es t he est abl i shment of

an aut onomous pol i t i cal movement of t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses . Thi s

r epr esent s an essent i al condi t i on and an i ndi spensabl e st ep .

Al r eady wi t h our t r ade- uni on and popul ar or gani zat i ons we have gi ven our sel ves

t he col l ect i ve i nst r ument s t hat have per mi t t ed us t o appr opr i at e f or our sel ves

t hr ough aut onomous measur es, t he def ence and t he t r ansf or mat i on of our l i vi ng

and wor ki ng condi t i ons . We must t oday appr opr i at e f or our sel ves " pol i t i cs" ( " l a

pol i t i que' ) by gi vi ng our sel ves our own i nst r ument of pol i t i cal st r uggl e .

Our pol i t i cal pr oj ect supposes such r adi cal changes i n soci al r el at i ons, and meet s

head- on such power f ul i nt er est s, t hat we cannot hope t o r eal i ze i t wi t hout

di sposi ng of a col l ect i ve i nst r ument wi t h whi ch t o conf r ont t he consi der abl e

r esi st ances t hat we wi l l encount er . I t i s easy t o i magi ne t hat t he capi t al i st cl ass,

havi ng access t o pol i t i cal , economi c and mi l i t ar y power , wi l l not wi t ness t he

quest i oni ng of i t s pr i vi l eges and t he expl osi on of i t s domi nat i on wi t hout r eact i ng.

How ar e we t o achi eve vi ct or y wi t hout havi ng a pol i t i cal l ever t hat wi l l car r y our

pr oj ect and t hat wi l l gai n such suppor t f r om t he peopl e t hat t he capi t al i st

domi nat i on can be br oken?
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The pr oj ect of a soci al i st , i ndependent , democr at i c Quebec i n whi ch t her e wi l l be

equal i t y bet ween men and women, can onl y be r eal i zed wi t hi n t he f r amewor k of

a pol i t i cal movement t hat i s whol l y and pr of oundl y cont r ol l ed by t he soci al

cl asses t hat bear t he hope f or i t .

The Soci al i st Movement t hat we t oday under t ake t o const r uct , as wel l i t s

st r at egy of i mpl ant at i on and devel opment , ar e det er mi ned by t he pol i t i cal

pr oj ect t hat we put f or t h .

Our pr oj ect i mpl i es r adi cal t r ansf or mat i ons i n t he pol i t i cal , economi c, soci al and

cul t ur al or gani zat i ons of Quebec soci et y . I t af f i r ms t he necessi t y f or t he wor ki ng

and popul ar cl asses t o conquer not onl y t he St at e power , but al l si t es of power ,

and t o appr opr i at e, t r ansf or mand democr at i ze t hemi n such a way t hat soci al i sm

i s one t hat i s l i ved by t he men and women wor ker s i n t hei r dai l y l i ves, and t he

sover ei gnt y acqui r ed be t hat of t he col l ect i vi t i es- aut onomous and sol i dar y-

over t hei r devel opment and t hei r f ut ur e.

Thi s r epr esent s a pr of ound change t hat cannot be r eal i zed by t he si mpl e el ect i on

of deput i es . Cer t ai nl y, gi ven t he pr esent pol i t i cal voi d and t he ur gency of change,

t he t empt at i on t o const i t ut e a par t y t o hur l our sel ves i n t he conquest of St at e

power coul d be gr eat and l egi t i mat e. . . but t hi s i s a t empt at i on t o be war y of , one

t hat i n t he pr esent si t uat i on coul d at best l ead t o ephemer al and f r agi l e successes .

I t i s not suf f i ci ent t o si mpl y decr ee t hat Quebec i s hencef or t h soci al i st ,

i ndependent and democr at i c, f or i t t o become so!

The changes t o whi ch we aspi r e wi l l not t ake pl ace over ni ght . We must f i r st

br i ng t oget her a const el l at i on of pol i t i cal condi t i ons : t r anscend di vi si ons and

r eal i ze t he pol i t i cal uni t y of t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses ; deepl y i mpl ant

our pr oj ect i n al l t he r egi ons and spher es of l i f e and wor k ; ar ouse and devel op

a wi l l t o st r uggl e and change, const r uct a r el at i onshi p of st r engt h, devel op

i nt er nat i onal sol i dar i t i es ; i n shor t , put i nt o oper at i on a soci al dynami c capabl e

of car r yi ng out our pol i t i cal pr oj ect .

We must br i ng about a t r ue pol i t i cal and uni t ar y mut at i on i n t he mi dst of t he

wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses. I t i s t hr ough t he const r uct i on, as of t oday, i n our

wor ki ng and l i vi ng envi r onment s, of a l ar ge movement f or soci al i sm,

i ndependence, democr acy and equal i t y bet ween men and women, t hat we wi l l get

t her e.

And i f i t i s r easonabl e t o bel i eve t hat i n i t s devel opment t hi s movement wi l l i n i t s
t i me under t ake t he conquest of St at epower , we must t oday st ar t at t hebegi nni ng
and act i n such a way as t o make t hi s sei zur e of power not onl y possi bl e but

si gni f i cant wi t h r espect t o our f undament al obj ect i ves .
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To t he power of capi t al , t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses oppose t hei r uni t y and

t hei r sol i dar i t y . The comi ng i nt o bei ng of a movement t hat wi l l r eal i ze i n i t s

i nt er nal oper at i on t he mai n or i ent at i on of our pol i t i cal pr oj ect wi l l be t he

expr essi on of i t .

A si t e f or r egr oupment not cent r al i zat i on

The Soci al i st Movement wi l l be a si t e of r egr oupment , not of cent r al i zat i on .

I t wi l l ai mat r egr oupi ng, as br oadl y as possi bl e, al l t hose men and women who

adher e t o i t s or i ent at i ons as expr essed by t hi s mani f est o, and who want t o t ake

concr et e act i on i n t he ar eas of wor k and l i f e, i n or der t o est abl i sh at t he base t he

f oundat i ons f or a soci al i st , i ndependent , democr at i c Quebec wher e t her e wi l l

exi st equal i t y bet ween men and women.

To become a member , i t i s necessar y t o subscr i be t o t he mani f est o, t o engage

onesel f i n t he or gani zat i onal t asks t hat evol ve f r omi t , t o accept t he st at ut es and

r ul es, and pay t he dues t hat have been est abl i shed. Those bel ongi ng t o anot her

pol i t i cal or gani zat i on wi l l not be abl e t o j oi n .

I n i t s pr ocedur es of i mpl ant at i on, our movement wi l l seek t o be as r epr esent at i ve

as possi bl e i n i t s mal e/ f emal e, geogr aphi c and soci al di st r i but i on .

I t wi l l be of a nat i onal char act er , r oot ed i n al l t he r egi ons of Quebec, and al l

sect or s of act i vi t y . I n a f i r st st ep, i t wi l l be f or med ar ound pr ovi si onal r egi onal

commi t t ees t hat wi l l be set up soon af t er t he publ i cat i on of t hi s mani f est o .

I t wi l l be const r uct ed on t he basi s of a democr at i c and decent r al i zed st r uct ur e,

al l owi ng si mul t aneousl y i t s member s' cont r ol over t he or i ent at i ons, t he

act i ons, t he l eader shi p deci si ons, and t he democr at i c expr essi ons of t he

di f f er ent r egi ons and var i ous f i el ds of st r uggl e.

Unt i l t he convocat i on of a f i r st congr ess at t he l at est one year af t er t he

publ i cat i on of t he mani f est o, t he Movement wi l l f unct i on under pr ovi si onal

st at ut es and wi l l be co- or di nat ed by a commi t t ee of el even per sons el ect ed f r om

t he pr oj ect ' s i ni t i at i ng gr oup, and by a pr ovi si onal nat i onal counci l composed of

a co- or di nat i ng commi t t ee and of del egat es f r omr egi onal commi t t ees .

A si t e of egal i t ar i an r el at i ons bet ween men and women

The Soci al i st Movement wi l l be a si t e of egal i t ar i an r el at i ons bet ween men and

women.

Not onl y wi l l i t l eave a cl ear f i el d t o t he expr essi on and devel opment of t he

speci f i c st r uggl es of women, and suppor t t hemt hr ough t he cr eat i on of a
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per manent commi t t ee concer ned wi t h t he l i vi ng and wor ki ng condi t i ons of

women, but i t wi l l gr ant const ant pr i or i t y t o t he est abl i shi ng of egal i t ar i an

r el at i ons at al l l evel s of or gani zat i on and at ever y st age of i t s i mpl ant at i on as

much i n i t s r ecr ui t ment ef f or t s as i n i t s deci si on- maki ng and concr et e act i vi t i es .

Taki ng i nt o par t i cul ar account t he par ent al and f ami l i al r esponsi bi l i t i es of i t s

men and women mi l i t ant s, t he Soci al i st Movement wi l l ai m at est abl i shi ng

concr et e condi t i ons t hat per mi t f ul l , ent i r e and egal i t ar i an par t i ci pat i on of men

and women .

A si t e of conver gence not domi nat i on

The Soci al i st Movement wi l l be a si t e of conver gence of sol i dar i t i es and

st r uggl es, not a si t e of domi nat i on . I t wi l l be f ul l y aut onomous wi t h r espect t o

t r ade- uni on and popul ar or gani zat i ons, and wi l l onl y accept i ndi vi dual

member shi ps . I t wi l l be r espect f ul of t he ver y nat ur e and speci f i c aut onomy of

t r ade- uni on and popul ar or gani zat i ons, r ej ect i ng absol ut el y pol i t i cal

concept i ons t hat ai m at subor di nat i ng soci al movement s, t he not i on of

" t r ansmi ssi on bel t " , at t empt s at monopol i zi ng t he pol i t i cal f i el d . By cont r ast i t

wi l l cl ear l y af f i r m t hat an essent i al condi t i on f or t he i n- dept h t r ansf or mat i on of

Quebec soci et y i s pr eci sel y t he exi st ence and devel opment of t r ade- uni on and

popul ar or gani zat i ons t hat ar e aut onomous and dynami c .

Seeki ng t he pol i t i cal uni t y of t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses, t he Soci al i st

Movement wi l l cer t ai nl y st r i ve t o at t r act t he adhesi on of member s of uni on and

popul ar or gani zat i ons, t hough i n t he st r i ct r espect of democr at i c mandat es and

out si de al l st r at egi es of mani pul at i on .

Aut onomous and r espect f ul of aut onomi es, t he Soci al i st Movement wi l l be a si t e

of conver gence so t hat t he demands and st r uggl es of t he wor ki ng and popul ar

cl asses open ont o a l ar ger pol i t i cal f r amewor k .

A si t e of debat e not dogmat i sm

The Soci al i st Movement wi l l be a si t e of democr at i c di scussi on and debat e, not of

dogmat i sm.

I t wi l l per sue a col l ect i ve r ef l ect i on so as t o el abor at e, i n t he l i ght of i t s

devel opment and i t s st r uggl es, a pr oj ect of soci et y, a pr ogr amof st r uggl e and a

pr ogr am of t r ansi t i on t o soci al i sm t hat wi l l gi ve r i se t o t he adhesi on of t he

wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses of Quebec because t hese wi l l be t he expr essi on of
t hei r i nt er est s and t hei r aspi r at i ons . I t wi l l gi ve i t sel f t he appr opr i at e means t o

become a t r ue si t e f or pol i t i cal educat i on ( f or mat i on pol i t i que) .

An i nst r ument of st r uggl e and i nt er vent i on
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But even mor e t he Soci al i st Movement wi l l be an i nst r ument of st r uggl e and

pol i t i cal i nt er vent i on .

Thr ough i t t he wor ki ng and popul ar cl asses wi l l be abl e t o pr ovi de t hemsel ves

wi t h al l t he necessar y means t o denounce al l f or ms of expl oi t at i on, oppr essi on

and domi nat i on . I t wi l l be t hei r i nst r ument f or maki ng known t hei r poi nt of

vi ew, and f or def endi ng t hei r col l ect i ve i nt er est s i n al l maj or debat es . I t wi l l be

t hei r t ool f or get t i ng down t o wor k, as of t oday, on t he egal i t ar i an, f r ee and

sol i dar y Quebec of t omor r ow.

As f emal e and mal e act i vi st s f or a soci al i st , i ndependent , democr at i c Quebec i n

whi ch t her e wi l l be equal i t y bet ween men and women, we ar e t oday maki ng an

appeal t hr ough t hi s mani f est o t o al l t hose men and women of t he wor ki ng and

popul ar cl asses who shar e our aspi r at i ons and wi l l f or change : l et us t oget her

const r uct t he Soci al i st Movement !

Consci ous of t he ampl i t ude and t he di f f i cul t i es of t he pol i t i cal combat t hat we ar e

under t aki ng, i t i s wi t h conf i dence and det er mi nat i on t hat we l aunch t hi s cal l . For

we ar e pr of oundl y convi nced t hat t hi s combat wi l l t omor r ow be t hat of t he

Quebec peopl e as a whol e.

Quebec

Oct ober , 1981
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