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FOUR PHOTON PARAMETRIC AMPLIFICATION (*)

P. T. PARRISH, M. J. FELDMAN, H. OHTA and R. Y. CHIAO

Department of Physics, University of California, Berkeley, California 94720, USA

Résumé. 2014 Nous présentons l’analyse de l’amplification paramétrique à quatre photons dans
une jonction Josephson non polarisée. L’idée centrale de cette théorie est de représenter la jonction
Josephson comme une inductance non linéaire. Une analyse linéaire en régime de petits signaux est
appliquée au modèle à « deux fluides » de la jonction. Le gain, le produit gain x bande passante,
la fréquence limite et la température effective de bruit sont calculés pour un amplificateur à cavité
travaillant en réflexion. L’analyse est étendue à un réseau de jonctions (connectées en série) et
au pompage subharmonique.

Abstract. 2014 An analysis is presented describing four-photon parametric amplification in an
unbiased Josephson junction. Central to the theory is the model of the Josephson effect as a non-
linear inductance. Linear, small signal analysis is applied to the « two fluid » model of the Josephson
junction. The gain, gain-bandwidth product, high frequency limit and effective noise temperature
is calculated for a cavity reflection amplifier. The analysis is extended to multiple (series-connected)
junctions and sub-harmonic pumping.

REVUE DE PHYSIQUE APPLIQUÉE TOME 9, JANVIER 1974, PAGE

1. Introduction. - The ideal Josephson-effect,
governed by eq. (1.1) and (1.2) represents a lossless,
non-linear inductance [1], [2]

The exact form depends on one’s definition of induc-
tance, and we choose the following form

which yields

We note that the lossless nature of this inductance can
be demonstrated by calculating the change in energy
as the current is varied through the junction

Conserving energy, this variable energy storage ele-

ment, a dual to the varactor diode, can be used as the
active element in a parametric amplifier [3], [4] or
frequency converter [5].

(*) Work supported by National Science Foundation Grants
GP 38586 and GP 30424X, and by National Aeronautics and
Space Administration Grant NGL 05-003-272.

The fundamental inductance is the quantity

This Josephson inductance for example yields a reac-
tance of 2 Q for IJ = 10 03BCA and m = 2 x 1010 rad/s.
The inductive reactance cannot be made arbitrarily
large, however, because the Josephson coupling
energy

must be greater than the thermal fluctuation energy kT,
at least.

2. Admittance matrix approach to parametric amplifi-
cation. - We will assume that three sinusoidal vol-

tages closely spaced in frequency are impressed across
the junction. All other frequencies will be presented
with short circuit or open circuit loads, so that no
power will flow

Integrating eq. (1.1) using eq. (1.2) and (2. 1)
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where we have used the equality

and

We now introduce two constraints. First, we choose

Second, we require

We now look for current oscillating at one of these
three frequencies. The second constraint eliminates
second and higher order products in col, and 03C92.

Following Russer [6], we write down the three cur-
rents in complex representation

We have approximated J1(03B1k) ~ (ak j2), k = 1, 2
due to eq. (2.6) and the ik and Vk now contain the
original phase information from eq. (2.1), We see
that the equations for the weak signal and idler have
been linearized : il couples to v* and i*2 couples to

FIG. 1. - Four terminal equivalent circuit admittance matrix Y
for the signal frequency (03C91) and idler frequency (03C92).

vl, with the pump voltage as a parameter (see Fig. 1).
We can formally express this relation in matrix form

where

3. The doubly degenerate parametric amplifier. -
Figure 2 illustrates a circuit that parallels the well-
known varactor diode cavity reflection parametric
amplifier. One cavity will resonate pump, signal and
idler simultaneously. A source Go is coupled to the
cavity and the cavity is coupled to the load Go through
a four port circulator. The Josephson junction is
terminated with a capacitor C, to resonate the linear
inductance, and a shunt conductance GJ which repre-
sents internal losses. This termination is presented
identically to both frequencies.

FIG. 2. - Circuit model for the cavity reflection amplifier.

The gain of the reflection amplifier is calculated

using the voltage reflection coefficient

Power Gain = J = |03C1v|2 = | Y(1)T - G0 Y(1)T + G0|2. (3.1)
YT + Go

The admittance Y(1)T is the admittance seen at port 2,
at frequency 03C91, when frequency úJ2 is terminated
with the conductance Gj plus load conductance Go

Following Russer, we define the Q value, detuning
parameter b, and cavity frequency Wc = cvo,
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In the limit of small detuning, b = Ô2 = - bl-
We further define

UO t UJ

and finally have for the frequency-dependent gain

For zero detuning (03BE = 0) and high gain (~ ~ 1),
the gain reduces to

Since both ( and il in eq. (3.6) are functions of Go,
it is not clear how to optimize this design. Isolating
the dependence on the load conductance Go by defin-
ing two new variables representing normalized load p
and a modified power parameter ~J, viz.

eq. (3.6) is rewritten in terms of these new variables

The coupling of the resonant circuit to the source and
load is represented by p. The modified power para-
meter ~J is a function of pump power and

y is a figure of merit for this amplifier, determining
the high frequency cutoff of the gain of this parame-
tric amplifier. The reason for this is that for many

Josephson junctions [7], [8] there exists a simple
relationship between the quasiparticle conductance GJ
and the critical current :

where t = T/Tc, the reduced temperature, and

cog = 2 4(0)/h the gap frequency, we have

Figure 3 illustrates the dependence of the gain on p
and 11 J. Gain greater than unity is possible for any value
of p as long as ~J can be adequately adjusted. However,

FIG. 3. - Plot of power gain 3, of a reflection cavity amplifier,
as a function of li the reduced power parameter. The upper

abscissa is scaled in relative pump power assuming 03B10  1.

note that since J2(03B10) has an absolute maximum,
~J cannot exceed a certain limit, though the pump
power be arbitrarily increased. The sensitivity of the
gain (at large gain) to fluctuations in pump power
is seen to be more severe for p  1 than for p &#x3E; 1.

In addition, for p  1 the gain can actually go to
zero for ~J = p2 - 1|. The conductance Gj, intrinsic
to all Josephson junctions, appears as a dual to the
parasitic series resistance found in varactor diodes.
It is desirable therefore that the amplifier be over-

coupled (p &#x3E; 1) as much as is permitted by gain
requirements so that the gain sensitivity is minimized.

4. Gain-bandwidth product and noise. - Assum-

ing that high gain is obtained at zero detuning,
the gain-bandwidth in the overcoupled case (p &#x3E; 1)
is calculated

where

It is seen that a high Q, larger than that obtained by
resonating out the linear inductance, is undesirable
since it lowers the gain-bandwidth product. Note
also that GJ cancels out in the gain-bandwidth product.
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Thermal noise will always be present and the effec-
tive noise temperature of the system will be at least

where To and TJ refer to the physical temperatures of
Go and GJ respectively. To obtain low noise amplifi-
cation of a cold source it is again preferable to have p
as large as possible, consistent with adequate gain.
When h03C9  kTeff the limiting noise temperature
becomes [9]

5. Multiply connected junctions. - The basic lump-
ed-circuit equivalent for the pumped Josephson
element is a complex admittance

For N identical junctions in series

Alternatively the preceeding gain analysis can be
carried over in its entirety by replacing Go by NGo.
This approach is shown in figure 4.

Several advantages accrue with multiple junctions,
since the effective value of p is increased N-fold. First,
the gain stability (at equal gain) increases as Np
increases. Second, the gain-bandwidth product increa-
ses. This assumes that ~J(V0) can be readjusted for
equal gain as Np increases. A third point is concerned
with the maximum available power. From eq. (1. 7)
the maximum power from a single Josephson junc-
tion, in any mode of operation, is less than

For multiple junctions the gain saturation power level
increases at least as fast as N2. This third point will
be more important in other circuits employing Joseph-
son junctions, such as frequency converters and oscil-
lators. It should be stressed that it is not at all neces-

sary for the junctions to be identical in this parametric
scheme.

FIG. 4. - Representation of the generalization from a single
junction to multiple, series-connected junctions.

6. Sub-harmonic pumping. - Instead of the fre-

quency scheme chosen in eq. (2.5) we could have
chosen

The preceeding analysis can be modified by the simple
substitution

This sub-harmonic pumping scheme could be useful
in the millimeter, sub-millimeter range where mono-
chromatic sources have not been developed to the
degree that they have been at other frequencies.
There are potential drawbacks, however. Since the

gain term qj is proportional to J2.(ao), more pump
power is needed to achieve the same gain as pumping
at the fundamental frequency 03C90. Further, instability
or frequency-modulation on the pump becomes

magnified by the factor n.

References

[1] JOSEPHSON, B. D., Phys. Lett. 1 (1962) 251.
[2] ANDERSON, P. W., Progress in Low Temperature Physics,

(North Holland Publishing Company, Amsterdam)
5 (1967) 332.

[3] ZIMMER, H., Appl. Phys. Lett. 10 (1967) 193.
[4] KANTER, H. and VERNON, F. L., Jr., J. Appl. Phys. 43 (1972)

3174.

[5] RICHARDS, P. L., AURACHER, F. and VAN DUZER, T., Proc.
IEEE 61 (1973) 36. Contains an extensive discussion

and bibliography on mixing and frequency conversion
in general.

[6] RussER, P., Archiv der Elecktrischen Ubertragung 23 (1969)
417.

[7] AMBEGAOKAR, V., BARATOFF, A., Phys. Rev. Lett. 10 (1963)
486 ;

Erratum, Phys. Rev. Lett. 11 (1963) 104.
[8] GREGERS-HANSEN, P. E., LEVINSEN, M. T., PEDERSEN, G. F.,

Low Temp. Phys. 7 (1972) 99.
[9] LOUISELL, W. H., YARIV, A., Phys. Rev. 124 (1961) 1646.


