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   Foreword   

 The publication of  The State of Food and Agriculture 2010–11, Women in agricul-
ture: Closing the gender gap for development , called for renewed attention to the 
importance of the gender gap in agriculture. This issue had not been addressed in 
 The State of Food and Agriculture 2010–11, Women in agriculture: Closing the 
gender gap for development  since the 1983 special section on “Women in Developing 
Agriculture.” In almost three decades there have been vast changes owing to the 
structural transformation of the global economy and changes in social and political 
institutions, yet fundamental social, economic, and political gender inequalities 
have continued to persist. Clearly, a knowledge gap needed to be closed in order to 
give policymakers, development practitioners, and civil society tools with which to 
attempt to close the gender gap. 

 This volume represents the culmination of a fruitful collaboration between the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the International 
Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI). As the premier global policy advisory body 
on food and agriculture, FAO is well placed to advise governments on the design 
and implementation of agricultural policies that refl ect the latest advances from 
empirical research. Since the 1980s, IFPRI has undertaken pathbreaking empirical 
research that challenged the dominant paradigm that men and women within 
households behave “as one.” Its fi ndings that putting more resources into the hands 
of women has payoffs in terms of agricultural productivity, health, and nutrition 
have been infl uential in the design of a new generation of development projects. In the 
process leading up to  The State of Food and Agriculture 2010–11 , FAO commissioned 
many background papers on gender issues in agriculture, and undertook consultations 
with researchers and policymakers all over the world. The sheer volume of new 
evidence meant that all this new knowledge could not be presented in  The State of 
Food and Agriculture 2010–11 . Because of IFPRI’s contributions to research on 
gender and development policy, FAO commissioned IFPRI to edit a volume com-
prising the background papers, and to commission additional papers on specifi c 
aspects of gender in agriculture. 



viii

 The chapters in this book provide evidence to support the main message of  The 
State of Food and Agriculture 2010–11 : closing the gender gap in agriculture will 
generate signifi cant gains for the agricultural sector and for society. Gender equity 
in access to and control of productive resources—on the farm, in labor markets, and 
in the nonfarm economy, as well as in the institutions that support agricultural 
research, development, and extension—is not merely an issue of political correct-
ness, but an essential aspect of development that can benefi t women, men, and their 
families, and society. 

  Jomo Kwame Sundaram
Assistant Director General

Economic and Social Development Department
Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN 

  Shenggen Fan
Director General

Director General’s Offi ce
International Food Policy Research Institute  

Foreword
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