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Abstract

This paper aims to review the contribution of genetic data to the prehistory and history of
sub·Saharan African peoples. The authors review briefly paleontologic data, which give limited
information about modern Homo sapiens sapiens origins and isolation of present African gene
pools. Most linguistic and archaeological theories about African peoples'prehistory are then
confronted with the most informative genetic data available. Rhesus, Gm, HLA, and DNA data
are analyzed. Their frequent haplotypes are compared between populations by means of
genetic distances and average linkage clustering. Despite heterogeneities between the quality
and the quantity of data provided by different genetic systems, some clear conclusions can be
drawn. Genetic differentiation clearly paranels the clustering of major linguistic families. These
families of populations seem genetically homogeneous, suggesting either relatively recent
origins or long-term important and continuous intragroup migrations. The well-known
divergence between the historical theories suggested by immunological and DNA data about
the relationship between Africa and [...]
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