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Among the topics explored in this book are ways of viewing the soul,
the relation between body and soul, environmentalist thought, the phe-
nomenon of torture, and the philosophical and theological warrants
for genocide. Presenting an analysis of abstract modes of thought that
have contributed to genocide, the book argues that a Jewish model of
concrete thinking may inform our understanding of the abstractions
that can lead to genocide. Its aim is to draw on distinctively Jewish
categories of thought to demonstrate how the conceptual defacing of
the other human being serves to promote the murder of peoples and to
suggest a way of thinking that might help prevent genocide.

David Patterson holds the Hillel Feinberg Chair in Holocaust Studies
in the Ackerman Center for Holocaust Studies at the University of
Texas at Dallas. He has taught at Oklahoma State University and the
University of Oregon. A winner of the National Jewish Book Award
and the Koret Jewish Book Award, Patterson has published more
than 30 books and 140 articles and chapters in journals and books
on philosophy, literature, Judaism, the Holocaust, and education. His
writings have been anthologized in five different collections.
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