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The mafic dyke swarm, newer dolerite dykes (NDDs) intrudes the Archaean Singbhum granite of the
Singhbhum craton, eastern India. The present investigation focuses on the petrography and geochemistry
of 19 NNE–SSW to NE–SW trending NDDs in two sectors in the northern and south-western part of
Bahalda town, Odisha, Singhbhum. Chondrite normalised rare earth element (REE) patterns show light
REE (LREE) enrichment among majority of the 13 dykes while the remaining six dykes show a flat REE
pattern. Critical analyses of some important trace element ratios like Ba/La, La/Sm, Nb/Y, Ba/Y,
Sm/La, Th/La, La/Sm, Nb/Zr, Th/Zr, Hf/Sm, Ta/La and Gd/Yb indicate that the dolerite dykes
originated from a heterogeneous spinel peridotite mantle source which was modified by fluids and melts in
an arc/back arc setting. REE modelling of these dolerite dykes were attempted on LREE-enriched
representative of NDD which shows that these dykes might have been generated by 5–25% partial melting
of a modified spinel peridotite source which subsequently suffered around 30% fractional crystallisation of
olivine, orthopyroxene and clinopyroxene. The reported age of *2.75–2.8 Ma seems to be applicable for
these dykes and this magmatism appears to be contemporaneous with major scale anorogenic granitic
activity in the Singhbhum craton marking a major event of magmatic activity in eastern India.

Keywords. Newer dolerite; Singhbhum granite; clouded plagioclase; back arc; partial melting.

1. Introduction

Mafic dyke swarms provide the most complete
record (in the face of erosion, deformation, etc.) of
short-lived, mantle-generated magmatic events
through time and space. The emplacement of mafic
dyke swarms is an important event throughout
geological time and the event often acts as an
important time marker in geological terrain
(Weaver and Tarney 1981; Cadman et al. 1993;
Wang et al. 2004; Halls 2008; Shellnutt and
MacRae 2012). Collectively, the record of mafic
dyke swarms provides information on ‘the pulse of

the Earth’ – that is the rhythm of mantle melting
events through time from minor rift-related events
to the largest known igneous events on the planet,
large igneous provinces extruding millions of km3

of basaltic melt over short intervals of time
(\1 myr) (Coffin and Eldholm 1994; Ernst 2014).
Precambrian mafic dyke swarms tend to be more
voluminous in terms of the number, width and
length of dykes compared to their Phanerozoic
counterparts. Many of the shield regions all over
the world records intrusions of Precambrian dyke
swarms which provide important clues in under-
standing the Proterozoic tectonics, magmatism,
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crustal growth and specially continental
reconstruction (Bleeker and Ernst 2006; Srivastava
et al. 2010; Ernst et al. 2013; Evans 2013; Pis-
arevsky et al. 2013; Ernst 2014). In the Archaean
Singhbhum craton, mafic dyke swarms popularly
known as the newer dolerite dykes (NDDs) are
found to have intruded the thick crust of the
Archaean Singbhum granite (Dunn 1929; Jones 1934;
Krishnan 1936; Dunn and Dey 1942; Saha 1949,
1952, 1994; Saha et al. 1973; Mallik and Sarkar 1994;
Mahadevan 2002; Bose 2008; Maity et al. 2008;
Kumar et al. 2017; Srivastava et al. 2018; Samal
et al. 2019). The reticulate dyke swarm occurs in
two major trends, NW–SE and NE–SW in the
Singbhum craton (Dunn 1929; Dunn and Dey 1942;
Saha et al. 1973; Bose 2008; Sengupta and Ray 2012;
Sengupta et al. 2014). Mandal et al. (2006) studied
the size and orientation pattern (NW–SE and
NE–SW) of thousands of NDDs and interpreted that
these types of complex size-distribution result from
the combined effects of nucleation, propagation and
coalescence of fractures. According to Dunn and Dey
(1942), the petrogenetic evolution of NDDs initiated
with mafic magma underplating beneath the granitic
crust followed by a stage of isostatic sagging, uplift-
ment and subsequent dyke emplacement along a
reactivated fracture system. Bose (2000) suggested
that the parent magma of these NDDs were derived
from both depleted and fertile sources in the sub-
continental mantle or in the depleted oceanic litho-
sphere during an extension event of basin formation
due to mantle upwelling. Later studies on NDDs
from the northern part of the Singhbhum craton
reported the origin of these dykes in a back arc set-
ting (Bose 2008; Mir et al. 2010, 2011; Sengupta et al.
2014).
Earlier studies on geochronology indicate that

the K–Ar whole rock age of these dyke swarms
vary from 2144 to 950 Ma (Sarkar et al. 1969;
Sarkar and Saha 1977; Mallik and Sarkar 1994). An
older Rb–Sr whole rock isochron age of 2613 ± 177
Ma (Roy et al. 2004) was also reported for a
NNE–SSW trending ultramafic dyke from the
northern part of the craton. Shankar et al. (2014)
reported Pb–Pb baddeleyite ages of 1765–1766 Ma
of two dykes from the south of Keonjhar, Odisha.
Kumar et al. (2017) have reported Pb–Pb badde-
leyite ages of eight NNE–SSW dyke samples across
the entire terrain of the dyke swarm, out of which
six show ages of 2762.4 ± 2.0 Ma and the other two
yielded ages of 2800.2 ± 0.7 and 2752.0 ± 0.9 Ma,
respectively. Recently, Srivastava et al. (2018)
divided these NDD into the seven major swarms,

ranging in age from *2.80 Ga (Neoarchaean) to
*1.76 Ga (Palaeoproterozoic).
In the present work, we studied petrology and

geochemistry of NNE–SSW to NE–SW trending
NDDs from the northern part of the Singhbhum
craton, in two sectors which are located in the
northern and south-western parts of Bahalda
village, Odisha (figure 1). Out of the seven dyke
swarms reported by Srivastava et al. (2018), the
dykes analysed in the present study fall within
the NNE–SSW to NE–SW trending Ghatgaon
dyke swarm of *2.75–2.76 Ga age. In the pre-
sent research, an attempt has been made to
understand the petrogenetic issue of the NDDs
of the Bahalda region, Odisha, including the
nature of mantle source, contamination process
involved in the mantle source prior to melting,
partial melting process, degree of crustal con-
tamination if any through a study of petrol-
ogy–geochemistry and rare earth element (REE)
modelling.

2. Geological background

The Singhbhum Odisha craton in the eastern
Indian shield represents roughly a triangular area
consisting of the arcuate Singhbhum shear zone in
the north and the Sukinda thrust in the south
(Saha 1994). The Singhbhum granite (phase I, II,
III) of 3.3–2.8 Ga (Saha 1994; Bose 2008) forms a
large part of this craton. The major rock forma-
tions of the craton include supracrustals of the
older metamorphic group (OMG), older metamor-
phic tonalite gneisses, granitoids and tonalities of
the Singhbhum granite batholith and the green-
schist facies sediments and banded iron formations
interlayered with mafic and felsic volcanic rocks of
the iron ore group (IOG). The oldest rock group in
this region is the OMG of 3.3 Ga (Saha 1994),
consisting of meta-sedimentary and meta-igneous
rocks found as large enclaves within the Singhb-
hum granite (figure 1). It comprises pelitic schists,
quartz–magnetite–cumingtonite schists, quart-
zites, banded calc-gneiss and para and ortho
amphibolites reflecting the first cycle of mafic vol-
canism, plutonism and sediment deposition in the
Singhbhum craton (Singh et al. 2017). The IOG
greenstone belt successions flank the perimeter of
the pluton (figure 1) showing low-grade volcano-
sedimentary successions consisting of banded
iron formation, mafic and felsic volcanic rocks,
chert, shale and carbonate (Acharyya 1993; Saha
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1994; Mukhopadhyay 2001; Nelson et al. 2014;
Upadhyaya et al. 2014). The volcano-sedimentary
sequences of IOG were deposited in the
Gurumahisani–Badampahar basin in the east,

Noamundi–Jamda–Koira basin in the west and
Tomka–Daitari basin in the south of the Singhb-
hum craton. These three IOG basins comprise
overall similar lithostratigraphic successions

Figure 1. Geological map of the Singhbhum region showing the study area along with different rock types of the adjoining areas
(modified after Saha 1994; Kumar et al. 2017; Srivastava et al. 2018; Samal et al. 2019) along with a map of the study area
consisting of two sectors marked as (a) and (b) showing the occurrences of NDD.
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marked by basal sandstones and conglomerates
overlain by ferruginous shales, cherts, tuffs, tuffa-
ceous shales, ultramafic–mafic–felsic volcanic rocks
and banded iron formations (Saha 1994; Misra
2006; Mukhopadhyay et al. 2012; Nelson et al.
2014; Manikyamba et al. 2015). Mafic rocks occur
profusely within the craton as represented by the
orthoamphibolite of the OMG, basalts of the IOG,
basic rocks of the Dalma, Dhanjori, Jagannathpur
group (Saha 1994), dolerite dykes of Chaibasa
formation of the Singhbhum group (Bose et al.
1989) and NDDs within the Singhbhum granite
(Dunn 1929; Krishnan 1936; Dunn and Dey 1942;
Saha 1994; Mahadevan 2002; Bose 2008; Mir et al.
2010; Sengupta and Ray 2012; Sengupta et al.
2014). NDDs are confined only within the Singhb-
hum granite and the term ‘newer dolerite’ was
given by Dunn and Dey (1942) to distinguish these
dykes from other metabasic bodies of the Singhb-
hum craton.
The area of the present study covers two sectors,

(a) and (b), in the northern part of the Singh-
bhum craton. Sector (a) covers an area (between
lat. 22�220–22�230 and long. 86�20–86�703000) in

the north of the town of Bahalda, while sector (b)
(between lat. 22�150–22�220 and long. 86�000–86�50)
is located in the south-western part of the same
Bahalda village in the state of Odisha, eastern
India (figure 1). The dolerite dykes outcrop as a
series of linearly arranged low height hills, small
hillocks (figure 2a and b), as long serrated ridges
(figure 2c) and also as stony wastes (figure 2d)
within the Singhbhum granite dominantly showing
NNE–SSW to NE–SW trends (figure 1).

3. Analytical technique

The mode of occurrences and composition of
constituent minerals of NDDs were studied with the
help of aNIKONresearch grade polarisingmicroscope
(Model LV-100NPol) using thin sections of rocks. The
mineral compositions were determined by using
EPMA in the laboratory of the Geological Survey of
India,Kolkata (CAMECASx100using15kVvoltage,
12 nA current and a beam size of 1 lm). All natural
standards were used for the analyses of Ca, Fe, Si, Al,
Na,Mg, Cr, K, Ni and P elements. For the analyses of

Figure 2. Field photograph of NDD occurring as a low height hill (a); small hillock (b); long serrated ridge (c); and stony waste (d).
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MnandTi, the syntheticmineral standardswere used.
Selected probe data of minerals are presented in
tables 1 and 2. Rock samples were analysed to deter-
minemajor element abundances fromWadia Institute
of Himalayan Geology, Dehradun, India. Samples
were carefully chosen avoidingweathered surfaces and
reduced to powder form (200 mesh) with an agate
mortar. Major elements were determined using the
X-ray fluorescence (XRF) (SIEMENS SRS 3000)
facility. Sample powders were converted into pellet
form for introduction into the instrument. Analysis of
major elements byXRFhas over 98%accuracy.Major
element data are shown in table 3. Trace elements
including REE abundances of these 19 samples were
determined by inductively coupled plasma mass
spectrometry techniques using Perkin Elmer, Sciex
ELAN DRC II system at National Geophysical
Research Institute, Hyderabad, India. In the present
investigation, the samples were prepared by open acid
digestionmethod. In thismethod, 0.05 g of samplewas
taken in PTFE Teflon beakers. Each sample was
moistened with few drops of ultrapure water. Then 10
ml of an acid mixture (containing 7:3:1 HF–HNO3-

HClO4) was added to each sample. Samples were
swirled until completelymoist. The beakers were then
coveredwith lids andkept overnight for digestion after
adding 1 ml of 5 lg/ml Rh solution (to act as an
internal standard). The following day, the beakers
wereheatedonahotplateat*200�Cforabout1h, the
lidswere removedand thecontentswere evaporated to
almost dryness until a crystalline paste was obtained.
Then the remaining residues were dissolved using 10
ml of 1:1 HNO3 and kept on a hot plate for 10 min on
gentle heat (70�C) for dissolving all suspended parti-
cles. Finally, the volume was increased to 250 ml with
purified water (18 MX) and stored in polyethylene
bottles. Trace element and REE data are presented in
table 3. International rock standards like BHVO-1
(major elements) and JB2 (trace and REE) were run
along with the samples to check the precision and
accuracy of the measurements (Govindaraju 1994).
The analysed and certified values of BHVO-1 and JB2
are given in table 3.

4. Petrography and mineralogy of dolerites

Mafic rocks from the NDDs occur both as fine-
grained phyric and coarse-grained aphyric varieties.
A thin section study reveals that rocks from all the
variably trending dykes show more or less similar
petrographical characters. They are essentially
composed of clinopyroxene and plagioclase which

occur both as phenocryst and groundmass as a
porphyritic variety or form a mosaic showing an
intergranular texture as a non-porphyritic variety.
Clinopyroxenes occur as single prismatic grains
and also as clusters (figure 3a). Compositionally,
clinopyroxenes of dolerite dykes show a wide range
of compositional variation (Wo41.5En44.7Fs13.8 to
Wo7.7En39.6Fs52.3) from augite, subcalcic augite,
ferroaugite to pigeonite (figure 4a, table 1). Some
of the clinopyroxene grains are zoned where the rim
is more iron-enriched than the core (table 1). In
some dykes, clinopyroxenes are variably replaced
by chlorite, tremolite and actinolitic amphibole
(figure 3b). In some dykes, bastitised orthopyrox-
enes (figure 3c) were observed leaving small relicts
of clinoenstatite at a few places (table 1). Fresh
plagioclase grains are very rare and occur mostly as
clouded grains showing a patchy appearance
(figure 3d). Compositions of plagioclase grains are
shown in figure 4(b). A wide variation of the
composition from An95.9 to An49.7 (table 2) is
observed in different parts of an unzoned clouded
plagioclase grain. This variation is considered as
the result of the unmixing of plagioclase of inter-
mediate composition. During the metamorphism of
basic rocks of high iron content, the entrance of Fe-
rich solutions along the zones of unmixing of pla-
gioclase precipitate submicroscopic grains of iron
mineral (Poldervaart and Gilkey 1954; Sengupta
et al. 2014). Except clouding, some plagioclases
also show effects of alteration like saussuritisation
and sericitisation. Plagioclase grains devoid of
clouding are mostly albite with some andesine
(figure 4b, table 2). The common accessory min-
eral in the rock is magnetite which is associated
occasionally with ilmenite. Few biotite and sphene
also occur as accessories. The presence of actino-
litic amphibole, bastitised orthopyroxene and
clouded plagioclase suggests hydrothermal alter-
ation under low grade metamorphism (Sengupta
and Ray 2012).

5. Geochemistry

For geochemical studies, 19 samples were selected
from fresh portions of 19 large dolerite dykes of the
present study. Petrographic studies revealed that
these dolerite rocks have been affected by
hydrothermal alteration. So to characterise the
dolerite dykes of the present study, we used an
abundance of relatively immobile trace elements
(which remain unchanged during weathering and
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low grade metamorphism) to avoid problems of
element mobility during metamorphism (Pearce
1996; Sengupta et al. 2014).

The chemical composition of NDD indicates that
the rocks are silica saturated to oversaturated
(SiO2 ranges from 47% to 59%) basic rocks with

Figure 3. Photomicrographs of NDD of the study area: (a) clusters of clinopyroxene phenocrysts showing porphyritic/
glomeroporphyritic texture (crossed polars), (b) actinolite needles replacing clinopyroxene grains, crossed polars,
(c) bastitised orthopyroxene grains with relict orthopyroxene and (d) clouded plagioclase grains in plane polarised light.

Figure 4. (a) Plots of pyroxene compositions of NDD in a Wo–En–Fs diagram. (b) Plots of plagioclase of NDD in a Or–Ab–An
diagram. Respective pyroxene and plagioclase compositions are represented by hollow blue circles.
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varying Mg no. (36–69). Dolerites are basalt to
basaltic andesite in composition as observed from
their plots in the IUGS-recommended TAS diagram
(figure 5). They also plot in the field of tholeiitic
basalts in the AFM diagram (figure 6). Both major
and trace element concentrations show wide vari-
ations (table 3). Few large ion lithophile elements
(LILEs) such as Rb, Ba and Sr show pronounced
variation (table 3). Th and U also show different
abundance levels; some samples like L17, L48 and
L52 show a high abundance level of Th and U in
contrast to others like L8A, L14E, L27 and L56
which show a lower value. Elements like Zr, Nb and
Y show a wide variation with few samples like
L12A, L48 and L52 showing relatively higher values
of Zr, Nb and Y (table 3).
To have a clear understanding of the nature of

the chemical variation in different dykes, we used
several binary plots with some important major
and trace elements like Zr–Nb, Ni–MgO, CaO/
Al2O3 vs. MgO, Al2O3–MgO, Zr–La and Zr–Ba
as shown in figure 7(a–f). In the Zr–Nb plot
(figure 7a), majority of the samples display a dis-
tinct linear trend with a positive correlationship
between the elements, indicating the evolution
from a common magma source by crystal frac-
tionation. In the MgO–Ni (figure 7b) and CaO/
Al2O3 vs. MgO (figure 7c) plot, majority of the
samples display a positive linear trend between the
parameters, indicating the fractionation of ortho-
pyroxene and clinopyroxene, respectively, during
magmatic evolution. A positive correlation
between Al2O3 and MgO in figure 7(d) indicates
that the fractionation of the plagioclase has played
an important role during petrogenesis. However,
few samples in all these diagrams do not show

significant spread or do not fall along the major
linear trend (figure 7b and c). Binary plots of
Zr vs. La (figure 7e) and Zr vs. Ba (figure 7f) have
been made to test the validity of the use of LILE
and HFSE during petrogenetic interpretations.
Both of these figures show distinct positive
trends of variation which rules out the possibility
of the modification of these elements during
hydrothermal alteration specially Ba which is
known to be a very mobile element. If these ele-
ments were modified by secondary processes,
then the perfect positive variation trend would
have been distorted.
In the chondrite-normalised REE plot (Sun and

McDonough 1989) of 19 NDD (figure 8), the
majority of 13 dykes (L11B, L12A, L15D, L17,
L19A, L24, L30, L34B, L40A, L47, L48, L50, L52)

Figure 5. Plots of NDD in a TAS diagram (Le Bas 2000). NDD samples of the study area are indicated by blue-coloured filled
circles.

Figure 6. Plots of NDD of Bahalda in an AFM diagram
(after Irvine and Baragar 1971). Symbols are the same as in
figure 5.
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Figure 7. Binary plots of some important major and trace elements (in ppm) of NDD of the study area. Symbols are the same as
in figure 5.

Figure 8. Chondrite normalised REE patterns (Sun and McDonough 1989) of the NDD with 13 dykes showing LREE enriched
pattern (solid lines) and six dykes showing a nearly flat pattern (dotted lines).
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show an enrichment of light REE (LREE) over
heavy REEs (HREEs) (with (La/Sm)N ratio from
2.2 to 3.8 and (Ce/Yb)N ratio 2.9–4.8) while the
other six dykes show a relatively flat pattern with a
slight enrichment of the incompatible LREEs
where the (La/Sm)N ratio varies from 1.1 to 1.7
and the (Ce/Yb)N ratio from 1.3 to 2.3. When
plotted using a multi-element spidergram (Pearce
1983), the dykes show positive anomalies at K, Ba
and Rb and negative anomalies at Nb, P and Ti
(figure 9). Th shows both negative and positive
anomalies. Dolerites with enrichment of LILEs like
Ba, Rb, K and Sr over high field-strength elements
like Nb, Y and Ti, variable enrichment in LREEs
(La, Ce, Pr) over HREEs and distinct negative
anomaly at Nb, P and Ti indicate their generation
due to the melting of a chemically heterogeneous
mantle source (Wilson 1989).
The diagrams Nb–Zr–Y, Hf–Th–Nb (figure 10a

and b) have been found to be useful for the iden-
tification of their chemical characteristics. These
diagrams were prepared using chemical data of
recent to phanerozoic igneous rocks. However,
these diagrams have also been used by several
researchers for the chemical characterisation of
Precambrian magmatic rocks (Dostal et al. 1990;
Volkert et al. 2015). Although it is not a very
definite tool, it gives an idea about the chemical
affinity of the igneous rocks in terms of their
modern day analogue. In the Nb* 2–Zr/4–Y dia-
gram after Meschede (1986), most of the samples of
the dolerite dykes of our study area fall in the
volcanic arc basalt field (C and D) with few samples
in the E-MORB field (B) (figure 10a). In the
Hf/3–Th–Nb/16 diagram (figure 10b) after Wood
(1980), most of the samples fall in the field of the arc
region with few plotted in the E-MORB field
(figure 10b). Another diagram of Ba/La vs. Nb/La

(figure 10c) was also found to be useful in this
context. In this diagram, most of the dolerite
samples fall along the trend of arc magmas
(Regelous et al. 1997; Ewart et al. 1998; Escrig
et al. 2009). Few samples fall just above the trend
of E-MORBs (Peate et al. 2001; Escrig et al. 2009).
Thus, it may be concluded from these three dia-
grams that the rocks of NDD have geochemical
similarity with arc/back arc basalt.

6. Petrogenesis

6.1 Crustal contamination

It is essential to study the role of crustal contami-
nation before discussing the nature of the mantle
source and petrogenetic processes. The broad sim-
ilarity in the immobile, incompatible element
behaviour of the dolerite dykes suggests a negligible
amount of crustal contamination during the
emplacement of the en route crust. Low values of
some important trace element ratios like Th/La,
Nb/Y rule out the possible effects of crustal con-
tamination during the evolution of NDD. The Th/
La ratio is an index of crustal contamination (Sun
and McDonough 1989) and distinct low values of
Th/La of NDDs (0.07–0.20) close to primitive
mantle value (*0.12; Sun and McDonough 1989)
rule out the possibility of crustal contamination.
Also, the Nb/Y ratio ranges between 0.1 and 0.4
which is significantly lower than the continental
crust (*0.7, Weaver and Tarney 1984). When
dolerite samples are plotted in the Th/Yb vs.
Nb/Yb diagram (figure 11) (Pearce 2008), few
sample plots are plotted in and around the mantle
array, but most of the samples are plotted above the
mantle array along a vertical to subvertical
trend, indicating the involvement of a subduction

Figure 9. MORB normalised multi-element spider diagram (Pearce 1983) of the NDD showing positive anomalies at K, Ba and
Rb and negative anomalies at Nb, P and Ti.
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component during petrogenesis. The continental
crust is plotted far away from these sample
plots and there is no possibility of any crustal
contamination.

6.2 Source mantle heterogeneity

Different trace elements and REE ratios are
important tools to identify the status of the
mantle source region. The enrichment of fluid

mobile elements and LILEs such as Rb, Ba, Th,
K and La suggest the probable addition of com-
ponents like sediments and fluids which carry
these elements to the mantle source (Kepezhinkas
et al. 1997) prior to melting. In the Nb/Y vs.
Ba/Y (figure 12a) and Nb/Zr vs. Th/Zr diagrams
(figure 12b), the NDD samples define trends
which are consistent with the evolutionary trend
of the source mantle modified by fluid
phases and melt (Kepezhinkas et al. 1997; La Fleche
et al. 1998). In the Sm/La vs. Th/La diagram
(figure 12c), all the dolerite samples are plotted
in the arc magma array with some dolerite
plots very close to the global subducting sedi-
ment (GLOSS) (Plank and Langmuir 1998),
indicating the influence of sediments/melt during
the generation of these dolerite dykes. In the
(Hf/Sm)n vs. (Ta/La)n diagram (figure 12d, La
Fleche et al. 1998), it is observed that the samples
of the dolerite dykes fall very close to the fields of
fluid-induced metasomatism and melt-induced
metasomatism of the subduction zone. It is
therefore quite evident from all these diagrams
that the source mantle has been metasomatised
due to the variable mixing of inputs from both fluid
and melt from different parts of the subduction
zone.
Both the composition of the mantle source and

the degree of partial melting that produced the

Figure 10. Geochemical diagrams: (a) Nb–Zr–Y (after
Meschede 1986), (b) Hf–Th–Nb (After Wood 1980) and
(c) Ba/La vs. Nb/La (after Escrig et al. 2009) suggesting
arc-like geochemical characteristics of the NDD sample plots.
Symbols are the same as in figure 5.

Figure 11. Th/Yb vs. Nb/Yb diagram (after Pearce 2008;
Szilas et al. 2016) showing the plots of the majority of NDD
falling in the region of arc-related magmas, a few fall in the
field for E-MORB. The sample plots are displaced along a
linear trend away from the mantle array which signifies the
influence of subduction components like fluid, melts, etc., in
the source of these dolerites.

J. Earth Syst. Sci.         (2019) 128:216 Page 15 of 23   216 



parental magmas of these dolerites can be
determined using REE abundances and ratios. In
the (La/Sm)C vs. (Gd/Yb)C diagram (figure 13a),
the disposition of sample plots suggests their origin
from a spinel-bearing source displaying variations
of degrees of melting and/or source enrichment. In
the La/Sm vs. La diagram (figure 13b), it is
observed that a majority of the samples (13 sam-
ples) are plotted along trends of both partial
melting and fractional crystallisation while few
samples (six) are plotted as a cluster possibly
affected by partial melting only. To determine the
partial melting of the source, we used the Sm/Yb
vs. Sm diagram (Zhao and Zhou 2007). The partial
melting of a spinel peridotite mantle source does
not change the Sm/Yb ratio because both Sm and
Yb have similar partition coefficients, whereas it
may decrease the Sm contents of the melts (Al-
danmaz et al. 2000). It is found that the dolerites
crystallised from melts derived by 5–30% melting
of the spinel lherzolite source (figure 13c).

6.3 REE modelling

It has been proposed earlier that the spinel
peridotitic mantle source of the NDD has been
modified by fluid and melt-induced metasomatism
prior to melting. Metasomatism may lead to vari-
able degrees of modification of the spinel peridotite
source (Fabries et al. 1989; Yaxley et al. 1991). In
subduction zones, the effects of the reaction
between fluids, melts and peridotitic mantle con-
ceivably depend upon the character of the fluid/
melt and ‘effective’ melt–rock ratio (Rappa et al.
1999), and accordingly, the different mineral pha-
ses may remain intact, or change to different
assemblages (Neumann 1991; Yaxley et al. 1991;
Sen and Dunn 1995).
We attempted a REE modelling of the dyke

samples which have shown distinct effects of
fractional crystallisation and partial melting in
binary diagrams (figure 7a–d). For this purpose,
we are considering three different sources: (i) an

Figure 12. (a) Plots of Nb/Y vs. Ba/Y (after La Fleche et al. 1998), (b) Nb/Zr vs. Th/Zr (after Kepezhinkas et al. 1997) for
NDD, suggesting that the source of these dykes has undergone both fluid-related and melt-related metasomatism, (c) Sm/La vs.
Th/La (after Tommasini et al. 2011) showing the composition of NDD occupying the region for arc magma of Plank (2005) very
close to the GLOSS (Plank and Langmuir 1998) and (d) in (Hf/Sm)n vs. (Ta/La)n diagram (after La Fleche et al. 1998) NDD
samples fall very close to fields of fluid-induced metasomatism and melt-induced metasomatism of the subduction zone. NDD
symbols are the same as in figure 5.
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unmodified spinel lherzolite source from an arc
setting; (ii) a metasomatised spinel peridotite
source 1; (iii) another metasomatised spinel peri-
dotite source 2. To calculate the distribution coef-
cients of the rock, its modal assemblage and
mineral/melt partition coefficients were utilised
(table 4). Modal mineralogy of these three different
mantle sources is shown in table 5. Firstly, we
started the REE modelling considering spinel
lherzolite as a probable mantle source from arc
setting (different compositions of spinel lherzolite
were taken from GEOROC, http://georoc.mpch-
mainz.gwdg.de; series 6906; phase proportions are
shown in table 5) and run the program with a
variable degree of partial melting (F = 0.05–0.25)
along with 30% fractionation of an assemblage
consisting of 40% olivine, 40% clinopyroxene and
20% orthopyroxene. We considered our degree of
partial melting within a limit of F = 0.05–0.25
because such relatively higher degree of melting

of mantle source can only account for the huge
volumes of NDD spread throughout the Singh-
bhum craton. The REE patterns generated due to

Figure 13. (a) (La/Sm)c vs. (Gd/Yb)c diagram shows that all the NDD samples are plotted in the field of spinel peridotite.
Normalisation values of the chondrite C1 after Sun and McDonough (1989), (b) the La vs. La/Sm diagram indicates that
majority of the NDD samples have suffered both partial melting and fractional crystallisation during evolution and (c) Sm/Yb
vs. Sm plot (after Zhao and Zhou 2007) shows that NDD have been generated by 5–30% partial melting of a spinel peridotite
source.

Table 4. Distribution coefficient (Kd) of different mineral
phases used during REE modelling (Ol: Bedard (2005); Cpx
and Opx: Chakraborti et al. (2016); Cr Spl: Nagasawa et al.
(1980)).

Kd Ol Cpx Opx Cr-Spl

La 0.009683 0.08 0.0003 0.01

Ce 0.007004 0.14 0.0005 0.01

Nd 0.004327 0.177 0.049 0.01

Sm 0.002694 0.32 0.024 0.0064

Eu 0.006295 0.59 0.02 0.0061

Gd 0.003423 0.325 0.1 0.01

Tb 0.009046 0.42 0.06 0.0078

Dy 0.008724 0.42 0.3 0.01

Er 0.02133 0.66 0.083561 0.01

Yb 0.027088 0.59 0.14 0.0076

Lu 0.048975 0.449 0.43 0.02
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the variable degree of partial melting and
fractionation of the spinel lherzolite source has
been compared with the REE pattern of the rep-
resentative NDD sample of the study area. The
REE patterns of the derived melts generated due to
the variable degree of melting and fractionation of
the lherzolitic source are completely different and
of much lower abundance when compared with the
representative NDD of the study area (figure 14).
Secondly, we performed REE modelling consid-

ering a metasomatised spinel peridotite 1 as a
probable mantle source from arc setting which
(two different compositions of metasomatised spi-
nel peridotite were taken from GEOROC, http://
georoc.mpch-mainz.gwdg.de; series 8833; phase
proportions shown in table 5) and run the program
with the same variable degree of partial melting
(F = 0.05–0.25) and fractionation as in the previ-
ous case. The REE patterns generated due to the
variable degree of partial melting (F = 0.05–0.25)

of the metasomatised spinel peridotite 1 source
have been compared with the REE patterns of the
representative NDD samples of the study area. The
REE patterns of the derived melts generated due to
a variable degree of melting and fractionation of
metasomatised peridotite 1 are completely differ-
ent and of much higher abundance when compared
with the representative NDD of the study area
(figure 14). In the first and second attempts, we
have compared one unmodified spinel lherzolite
source and one metasomatised spinel peridotite
source 1 from arc settings but the REE pattern of
derived melts and observed dolerites did not
match. In our third attempt, we considered another
metasomatised peridotite 2 as a probable mantle
source (composition of spinel peridotite was taken
from GEOROC http://georoc.mpch-mainz.gwdg.
de; no: 10399). Here, we found that the REE pat-
terns of derived melts generated by 5–25% melting
of this source along with 30% fractionation of an

Figure 14. Chondrite normalised REE diagram showing a REE pattern of hypothetically derived parent melts generated by
5–25% melting of three different sources along with 30% fractionation of an assemblage consisting of 40% olivine, 40%
clinopyroxene and 20% orthopyroxene: (i) the field coloured yellow represents REE patterns generated by the melting of an
unmodified spinel lherzolite source which shows an overall much lower abundance and different pattern than the representative
NDD sample (marked in black), (ii) the field coloured grey represents REE patterns generated by the melting of a metasomatised
spinel peridotite 1 which shows a much higher abundance than the representative NDD sample (marked in black), (iii) the field
coloured green represents REE patterns generated by the melting of another metasomatised spinel peridotite 2. It is observed
that the REE pattern generated by the melting of this metasomatised spinel peridotite 2 source followed by fractionation
matches very well with the REE pattern and abundance of the representative NDD (shown in black colour). For details, see text.

Table 5. Modal mineralogy of different mantle source rocks.

Source rock

Phase proportion of source rocks being melted

Olivine Clinopyroxene Orthopyroxene Plagioclase Crome-Spinel

Unmodified spinel lherzolite 60 8 30 0 2

Metasomatised spinel peridotite 1 55 8 35 0 2

Metasomatised spinel peridotite 2 70 30 0 0 0
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assemblage consisting of 40% olivine, 40% Cpx and
20% Opx is very similar to the REE pattern of the
representative NDD sample (figure 14).

7. Discussion

The present investigation focuses on mafic dykes
emplaced within the Singhbhum granite in the
central part of the Singhbhum craton around the
north of Bahalda. The mafic dykes show a domi-
nant NE–SW trend. Petrographic studies show
that these dykes are essentially composed of
clinopyroxene and plagioclase and at places
clinopyroxenes are variably replaced by chlorite,
tremolite and actinolitic amphibole. Plagioclase
occurs mostly as clouded grains showing a patchy
appearance. The presence of actinolitic amphibole,
bastitised orthopyroxene and clouded plagioclase
suggest the hydrothermal alteration of the dolerite
under low grade metamorphism (Sengupta and
Ray 2012).
Dolerites are silica saturated to oversaturated

tholeiitic basalt and range in composition from
basalt to basaltic andesite. LILEs like Rb, Ba, Sr
and Th show pronounced variation in abundances.
In the chondrite normalised REE plot, the majority
of 13 dykes show an enrichment of LREE over
HREE while few dykes (six) show a relatively flat
pattern with slight enrichment of LREE. Enrich-
ment of large-ion lithophile elements like Ba, Rb,
K, Sr, variable enrichment of LREEs (La, Ce, Pr)
over HREEs and distinct negative anomaly at Nb,
P, Ti suggest that these NDDs have been generated
from a heterogeneous mantle source (Wilson 1989).
Plots of dolerite dykes in Nb–Zr–Y, Hf–Th–Nb and
Ba/La vs. Nb/La diagrams suggest that the rocks
of NDD have geochemical characteristics similar to
arc/backarc lava basalt.
The dykes do not show significant effect of

crustal contamination as indicated by the Th/Yb
vs. Nb/Yb diagram (figure 11) (Pearce 2008) and
some important trace element ratios like Th/La,
Nb/Y, etc. A study of several significant trace
element ratios like Ba/La, La/Sm, Nb/Y, Ba/Y,
Nb/Zr, Th/Zr, Sm/La, Th/La, La/Sm, Gd/Yb
and Sm/Yb indicates that the dolerite dykes orig-
inated from a heterogeneous spinel peridotite
mantle source which was modified by fluids and
melts (figure 12). REE modelling of these dolerite
dykes shows that a representative of NDD has been
generated by 5–30% melting of a metasomatised

spinel peridotite source (GEOROC; no. 10399)
along with 30% fractionation of an assemblage
consisting of 40% olivine, 40% clinopyroxene and
20% orthopyroxene.
Recent age data suggest a Neoarchaean age

(*2800 my) as proposed by Kumar et al. (2017) for
few NNE–SSW trending NDD within the Singhb-
hum granite. Recently, Srivastava et al. (2018)
divided these NDDs into seven major swarms,
ranging in age from *2.80 Ga (Neoarchaean) to
*1.76 Ga (Palaeoproterozoic). However, they only
dated four of these swarms while the other three
swarms were distinguished on the basis of their
trend and cross-cutting relationships with other
dykes and country rocks. The NDDs of our present
study fall within the NNE–SSW to NE–SW trend-
ing Ghatgaon swarm with an age of*2.75–2.76 Ga.
Regarding the origin and emplacement of the NDDs
in the northern part of the Singhbhum craton which
shows ages from 2.7 to 2.8 Ga (Kumar et al. 2017;
Srivastava et al. 2018), we can consider the genetic
model of Dunn and Dey (1942) which suggests an
underplating of a subcrustal lithosphere of the
Singhbhum craton by mantle-derived basic magma
and its subsequent upliftment along a pre-existing
fracture due to isostatic sagging. This process might
have been responsible for the generation of all the
dykes of NNE–SSW to NE–SW trends within the
northern part of the Singhbhum granite during a
single episode which seems to be around 2.7–2.8Ma.
Mafic magma underplating of the continental crust
in the arc and rift setting may have been a key
process in the growth of the continental crust,
specially in the Archaean (Fyfe 1978, 1992; Thybo
and Artemieva 2013). Crustal heating caused by
underplating and mafic intrusions causes crustal
melting and is followed by a granitic magmatism
(e.g., Huppert and Sparks 1988; Douce 1999;
Coldwell et al. 2011; He et al. 2011). The 2800 Ma
magmatic event responsible for the origin of NDD
appears to be contemporaneous with major scale
anorogenic granitic activity in the Singhbhum cra-
ton. The Budhapal granite (2807 ± 13 Ma; U–Pb
zircon age, Bose et al. 2016) on the south-western
margin of the craton, the Rengali granite (2803 ± 4
and 2811 ± 3 Ma; U–Pb zircon age, Misra et al.
1999) from the southern parts of the craton, the
Temperkola granite (2809 ± 12 Ma; U–Pb zircon
age, Bandyopadhyay et al. 2001) from the western
periphery of the craton have petrological and geo-
chemical characteristics similar to A-type granite.
The voluminous NDD and contemporaneous
A-type granites of 2800 Ma age mark a major event
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of magmatic activity in the Singhbhum craton and
an important event of crust–mantle interaction.

8. Conclusions

1. This study focused on the NE–SW to NNE–
SSW trending NDDs around Bahalda emplaced
within the Singhbhum granite, Singhbhum
craton.

2. The dolerites show hydrothermal alteration
under low grade metamorphism as evidenced
by the presence of actinolitic amphibole,
bastitised orthopyroxene and clouded
plagioclase.

3. In the chondrite normalised REE plot, the
majority of 13 dykes show an enrichment of
LREE over HREE while few dykes (six) show a
relatively flat pattern with a slight enrichment
of LREE.

4. The NDDs of Bahalda region have geochemical
characteristics similar to the arc/backarc basalt
as evidenced from several diagrams using vari-
able compatible/incompatible element concen-
trations and their ratios.

5. The dolerites originated from a heterogeneous
spinel peridotite mantle source which was
modified by both fluids and melts.

6. REE modelling of these dolerite dykes show
that they have been generated by 5–30% melt-
ing of a metasomatised spinel peridotite source
(GEOROC; no. 10399) along with 30% frac-
tionation of an assemblage consisting of 40%
olivine, 40% Cpx and 20% Opx.

7. The NDD of our present study falls within
the area of NNE–SSW to NE–SW trending
Ghatgaon swarm of NDD with an age of
*2.75–2.76 Ga (Srivastava et al. 2018). The
2800 Ma magmatic event seems to be responsible
for the origin of these NDDs along with contem-
poraneous A-type granites marking a major
event of magmatic activity in the Singhbhum
craton.
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