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Abstract. In Indonesia, 40 million children still live in household that earn less 
than $2 per day, which put them in the poverty line [1]. Many of these young 
people are imprisoned due to criminal activity such as truancy, small theft in the 
bus or train station, begging or drug missus, and vagrancy. In Indonesia, there 
are 3.2 per cent of young people under 18 years of the total prison population. 
The aims of this study is to examine how young inmates access to Indonesia 
prison high school and what is learning look like in prison high school? Using 
qualitative interviews with 40 upper secondary prison-based school students, 
this study investigated inmate students’ pathways on upper secondary education, 
motivations behind participation and the feeling self-worth in this program. 
Results indicate that participating in a prison school should be maintained. Most 
of inmate students in Sekolah Istimewa the Juvenile Special Development 
Agency (LPKA) Tangerang and Sekolah Terbuka LPKA Bandung entered 
prison-based high school by; (i) compulsory entrance (ii) voluntary decision; 
(iii) inclusive educational program; (iv) the role of teacher and prison officer; 
(v) leisure activities. Despite various reasons, providing education to 
incarcerated young people can be understood as human right and those who 
participating in educational activities in the prison may reduce recidivism and 
increase the likelihood of finding work. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Indonesia is one of countries that respects the human right. Right to get education become 
on the 10th part of the law that can be seen on paragraph 60 of article 1: “every child deserves 
to get education and learning in developing their personality based on their interest, talent and 
intelligence.” It is include those who deal the law. Based on the data of the Directorate 
General of Corrections (Directorat Jenderal Permasyarakatan), there are 2.699 in 2019 [2]. 
Furthermore, the Directorate General of Social Rehabilitation explained that more than 4000 
adolescents aged 16-18 years deal with cases of violations of law every year. Many of them 
are arrested and were brought to court and after going through trial 83% of children were 
imprisoned. The Indonesian young people who committed delinquency as explained, is indeed 
at a fairly high number. Most of these young people deal with minor offences such as theft, 
truancy, robbery, and vagrancy, or  other more serious offences such as drug missus, violence 
and murder. These young people need social care and education in the prison, otherwise it 
may cause more offending behaviour and lead to a lifetime of declining health.  
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In Indonesia, there are 3.2% young people under 18 years of the total prison education. 
There are spread either in Child prison (Lembaga Pembinaan Khusus Anak/LPKA), or adult 
prison, known as Jail (Rumah Tahanan/RUTAN) and Correctional Institution (Lembaga 
Permasyarakatan/LAPAS). The Directorat General of Correction (Dirjen Permasyarakatan) 
under the Ministry of Justice and Human Right (Kementerian Hukum dan Hak Azasi Manusia) 
manage the Indonesia’s prison system.  In the sentence, many of these adolescent lost their 
right on freedom, growing and getting education (Linda, 2010). Only 929 adolescent or 39% 
joined formal education, and 175 people or 7% joined skill training. Prison education for 
young inmates is very significant dimension of life in prison. For those who dropout from high 
school because of entering prison, the Indonesian government provide formal (primary, lower 
secondary and upper secondary school) and nonformal (equivalency education program that 
include Package A, B and C) education both in LPKA or in RUTAN and LAPAS. Prison 
education is important to provide meaningful activities for young inmates during 
imprisonment and it support inmate for life after prison. Education and training in prison, in 
any level, give young inmate hope and promise. It helps them to find a meaning of life, to 
show their existence, to determine their conduct and behaviours.  

In Indonesia context, prison education refers to educational activities both in long and 
short term implemented inside prison. These educational activities may include literacy 
programs, training, vocational skill program, and formal and nonformal secondary school. It 
might also covers vocational education and tertiary education. Education program in the 
prison system most funded by the government with support by private sector in voluntary 
basis. The aims of high school based-prison in Indonesia is not only for decreasing offending-
related behaviour, but also for acquisition knowledge and skills for future life. The outcome of 
this type of education is gaining high school certificate so when the young inmate release, 
perhaps they can continue their education outside or getting a job. Research in prison 
education has documented various result and benefit on participation in educational prison 
activities, included the improvement of basic skill [3], reduction of recidivism [4] and 
contribution of self-worth [5]. Prison-based education, however, remains under-theorised and 
under-researched in Indonesia. Thus, we raise some questions; what is the nature of schooling 
in a youth prison? How young inmates access to Indonesia prison high school.  
 
2. RESEARCH METHOD 

Inductive approach used in this study with employing perspective transformation as a 
theoretical framework. The aims is to examine the experience of inmate students in prison 
school with research question: what is the nature of schooling in a youth prison? How young 
inmates access to Indonesia prison high school? The study was conducted in two high school 
prisons in Banten and West Java Province, this include Sekolah Istimewa the Juvenile Special 
development Agency (LPKA) Klas I Tangerang and Sekolah Terbuka LPKA Klas II Bandung. 
Both high school prison are in children prison, means there is no adult prisoners. This is 
compulsory for child prison or ‘Special Child Development Institution’ to provide education 
for every inmate children, include primary and secondary education level. The LPKA Klas I 
Tangerang is the oldest children prison in Indonesia and has facilities for inmates over 200 
boys between 16 and 18 years old. The LPKA Klas I Tangerang has a wide, calm, tidy and 
clean yard that pleases the prison occupants and visitors. The young inmates in LPKA often 
smiled if they meet the researcher or other visitor while they are busy doing activities in the 
jail. Their everyday activity mostly doing some cleaning, gardening, or cooking in the 
common kitchen area, LPKA Tangerang has a complete education facilities; it has elementary, 



junior and senior high school and provide some occasional training. Studying activities in 
LPKA Tangerang start from 07.30 WIB until 11.30 WIB. Similar to LPKA Klas I Tangerang, 
LPKA Klas II Bandung also has fair school facilities. The area of prisons in LPKA Klas II 
Bandung bigger than LPKA Tangerang. 

A sample of fifty inmate students was recruited using snowball sampling. Snowball 
sampling is a method to access research informants based on “referrals made among people 
who share of know of others who possess some characteristics that are of research interest” 
[6]. The criteria for inmate students participant in this study is that participants must have 
studied one year in prison high school. Each inmate students involved in in-depth interviews 
for one to two-hours conversation and it was audio recorded. Ethical considerations include 
informed consent and anonymity have been delivered to ensure the participants confidentiality 
so they can speak freely [7]. 

 
3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 The finding of this study demonstrated various pathways taken by young inmates to 
reparticipate in education program available in the prison. Key factors related to their 
participation, especially in child prison, is because schooling is mandatory since these young 
offender arrived into prison. Furthermore, the study also revealed that young inmates have 
been successfully maintain their motivation of learning as shown by their voluntary decision 
to re-enter schooling and put their learning activities as leisure.  

 
3.1  Compulsory Entrance 

Education for young inmates is part of the rehabilitation activities inside the prison. For 
young inmates in LPKA, schooling is mandatory since they arrived into prison. In Indonesia, 
since 2014, all child prisoners in LPKA had access to basic and secondary education and other 
education activities such as training and vocational skills program. When child prisoner enters 
the prison for the first time, they will be interrogated about their previous educational journey, 
and suggested to access the prison school that suit them. However, if their retention period is 
shorter than 1 year, they will be sent to the training centre rather than to education centre 
(either in basic or secondary education). There is a difference between education and training. 
Training is a nonformal education activity with focus on specific vocational skill and on 
employability. On the other hand, education is more long term educational activity both in 
formal and nonformal pathways to give the inmate students broad knowledge and related-
skills. It also focus on developing the capacity if inmate students for self-critical reflection. If 
the inmate students completed a particular training in the prison, they will measured by the 
ability to show their skill in term of “what you can do”. Education, in the other hand, is 
measured by the ability of inmate students to show what they know and apply its knowledge 
into different aspect of live. In other words, training in prison context is more employment-
focus and it does not constitute as education in the field of adult education [8]. 
 
3.2 Voluntary Decision 

Inmate students in school-based prison may have developmental and psychological 
problems [9][10]. They also may question the purpose and benefit of education in prison 
context. But, some young inmate in this study are seeking the educational opportunities 
available in a prison. For these inmate students, participating in school is voluntary as they 



realise that their educational journey and aspiration have to be maintained even though they 
are in prison. Most of the young inmates in this group have been pushed out from their 
previous school while they commit to criminal. On the other hand, for young inmate who has 
been failing from mainstream school before in prison, their participation is part of obligation 
or regulation. Most of these young inmates have low skill levels which create the challenges in 
the schooling process. Teacher and roommates influence a young inmate to participate in 
education in prison. Teacher who has good relationship with young inmate inspire them to 
commit with education while in prison.  

When young inmates enrol in classes, its means they are participating in the educational 
activity that force them to act as scholars instead of prisoners. Reading some papers and 
textbooks are part of daily activities and habits in prison in which prevent them in violence, 
but to challenge to become scholars.  One of the young inmates, Firman, stated that his biggest 
motivation to attend the prison school was to prove his parent that even though he was a 
prisoner, he will be able to expand his skills and knowledge for his own good. So, when he 
release, he will not return to the same “hole” (Firman, 18 years old). Many young inmate feel 
fortunate with learning opportunity in the prison school until they get a diploma. Based on the 
most inmate students joined in the interviews argue that in the current era, almost jobs require 
a diploma and learning opportunity in the prison school is very beneficial for them later after 
leaving the prison. Lucy, one of the female inmate students stated: “the reason for going to 
school so I can work and get some money after jail.” 

 
3.3 Inclusive Education Program 

Students commented that school work in the school-based prison was easier than their 
previous school. Diverse student population with different abilities and backgrounds influence 
the prison school’s manager to develop the educational program more accessible and inclusive 
for everyone. One of students said: 

 “I always get trouble in the previous school. Before I came here, I was in year 10 in 

the public vocational school. But, few weeks before the final examination, the police 

put me in the jail because of brawl with friends that causes someone’s death. 
Although I have difficult experience in previous school, the prison school accepted 

me and believe in me as I am (Rama, 17 years old).”  
This is line with the study conducted by Å. Diseth et al that most of the prisoners in 

European countries have weak educational background. Thus, most of the prisoners “need and 
desire for more formal education program” [11]. The students in this study  also commented 
that a common curricular feature of the prison school was the opportunity to earn easy credits. 
Almost all the students noted the possibility easy credits at some point in their interviews, 
most often in response to questions about things they like about the prison school. Students 
also reported appreciating the opportunity to catch up the school lesson they missed, and 
enabling them to proceed their learning toward high school graduation.   

While there were many limitations that the youth prison schools faced, which is some 
of the inmate students commented about lack of dedicated teachers, but they get the benefit of 
this unique setting. Many students in other prisons in the European got benefit from the 
opportunities to  use their schools and to express what they had learned in the prison 
classroom [12].  Many inmate students enjoy their participation in the prison learning even 
though they commented on the limited facilities used in the prison. For example, the use of 
multimedia and internet was very limited due to prison’s rule and restriction. While most of 
students experiencing the marginalization on the learning process, they still appreciate great 



attention from the teachers. Prison education clearly play a positive role on students to achieve 
academic goals. The constructive relationship between inmate students and with teachers often 
attribute to positive learning experiences.  

 

3.4 The Role of Teacher and Prison Officer 

In the Republic of Indonesian Government Regulation Number 32 of 1999 concerning 
the Term and Procedures for the Implementation of the Rights of Citizens, it states that 
education and teaching are conscious efforts to prepare prisoners through guidance or training 
activities for their future roles. In both LPKA Tangerang and Bandung, teachers and prison 
officers usually offer and even force inmate to enrol in school program. One of the young 
inmate stated:  

"before I did not know that in the prison there was a school for prisoners. I was 

offered by tutors who taught at the school and the tutors gave advice to follow the 

learning at the school (Firmansyah, 17 years old).”  
Although it seems that some prison officers forced the young inmate to go to prison 

school, but for a young prisoner like Aldi, he feel unmotivated when he said: “Actually, I 
don’t want to study at school anymore. I am so lazy to come to the classroom.” Of course, the 
reason for not wanting to go to school was revealed by Aldi because he did not yet have an 
awareness of education that was important for his future. During the initial process of going to 
school, they are provided with school supplies. Such a learning coercion happened in prison 
school, it is indeed adjusted to the characteristics of the prison, because every prison and its 
inmates has varied learning characteristics. Indeed, some young inmates are difficult to 
manage and it force the teachers act as provocateur and police officer [13]. 
 
3.5 Leisure Activities  

The schooling process in correctional institution make prisoners feel like having leisure 
activities in prison other than just westing time in the jail. This is also may reduce the level of 
stress that can be arise anytime. The daily practice of the inmates start from 4.30 that they 
have to wake up and do the morning prayer, clean up the blocks and prepare for the morning 
ceremony at 8.00 am. Every morning, all young inmates must attend the morning ceremony in 
which they will be check by the officer. After breakfast, the young inmates ready for school 
until noon time. For some inmates who not join the schooling activities, they spend time in the 
blocks almost whole day.  

Activities in prison school also include art and sports activities. Many arts and sports 
activities are carried out in prisons such as futsal and angklung. The exercise programs in 
educational activities in prison school will increase the health and wellness of the young 
inmates [14]. Furthermore, Bersimon et al. [15] also stated that art program such as music 
“decreases anxiety and anger level of the young inmates.” Even this activities in not 
mandatory, many inmate students joined the activities because it such like a leisure activities 
for them. This aims to provide the young inmate with a healthy soul and good mind. One of 
the students said: “it brings happiness for me and I like playing basketball” (Febri, 17 years 

old). Every inmates students have a different spirit. There are some who have high 
enthusiasm, but some are lazy to attend school. For the inmate students in this group, it is clear 
that prison school activities is like leisure activities in which it gives them privilege to 
encounter other experience in the prison other than spend time behind bars [16].  

 



4. CONCLUSIONS 

Getting education, health and proper life is a right for all Indonesia, especially for 
children. Education can be gateway to social and economic mobility for young inmate after 
release from prison. Investing education in prison provides the opportunity for young inmate 
to thrive in the future regardless of their past. It also give the greatest benefit to society as a 
whole in which the young inmate will leave together with society after release. Providing 
education for young offenders also should be understood as a the obligation of the government 
to meet educational need of every children as part of the the human right. It means that the 
prison education should not only be understood as a conception of efficacy. Educational 
activities in the prison may help young prisoners relieve the boredom of prison and build a 
positive socialisation with prison community. In the long future, it also open up the 
opportunity to increase employability in the future.  
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