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In the good old days:
In general, 18th century physicians, made 

diagnoses by using their five senses: 
"feel the pulse, sniff for gangrene, taste 
the urine, listen for breathing 
irregularities, and look at the color of 
the skin and the eyes". [Roy Porter. "Medical 
Science," in Roy Porter, Cambridge Illustrated History of Medicine, 
2001]
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Today you have seven roles as a doctor:
medical specialist
communicator
cooperator 
leader/administrator 
health promotor 
academic 
professional
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Medical Research
objective

basic research
applied research
development research

focus
biomedical research
clinical research
public health research

methods
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Research Communication
relevance
context
method

Communication – low involvement – distant relation

Dialogue – medium involvement – medium relation

Participation – high involvement – close relation
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The Concept of Knowledge
Plato

a priori knowledge (epistemology)
a posteriori knowledge (empiric)

Aristotle
Episteme
Techné
Phronesis

Polanyi
tacit knowledge

actual tacit knowledge
fundamental tacit knowledge

explicit knowledge
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Experiences from Implementing Research 
Results

Great Britain
The Netherlands
Denmark
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Models

Evidence-Based Medicine – EBM
The ”Breakthrough Series’ Collaborative Method
The Chronic Care Model
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The Knowledge Model 

+ 

The Communication Model
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Conclusions and perspectives
communicate explicit knowledge

access to books, periodicals, reports et cetera
structured information on the internet and intranet

online ”helpdesk”
facilitate the communication of tacit knowledge

acting as a moderator and a supporter
in the dialogue between the researcher and the practitioner
in the cooperation and participation in research activities
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Thank you for your attention!
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