
Globalizing Democracy and Human Rights

In her new book, Carol Gould, the author of the highly regarded
and successful Rethinking Democracy, addresses the fundamental chal-
lenge of democratizing globalization, that is, of finding ways to open
transnational institutions and communities to democratic participa-
tion by those widely affected by their decisions.
The book develops a framework for expanding such participation

in crossborder contexts, arguing for a strengthened understanding
of human rights that can confront worldwide economic and social
inequalities. It also introduces a new role for the ideas of care and
solidarity at a distance. Reinterpreting the idea of universality to en-
compass a multiplicity of cultural perspectives, the author takes up a
number of applied issues, including the persistence of racism, the hu-
man rights of women, the democratic management of firms, the use
of the Internet to enhance political participation, and the importance
of empathy and genuine democracy in understanding terrorism and
responding to it.
Clearly and accessibly written, this major new contribution to po-

litical philosophy will be of special interest to professionals and grad-
uate students in philosophy, political science, women’s studies, public
policy, and international affairs, as well as anyone who wants to more
fully comprehend the dilemmas of a globalized world.

Carol C. Gould is Professor of Philosophy and Government and
Director of the Center for Global Ethics at George Mason University.
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In memory of Marx W. Wartofsky,

and for our son, Michael Gould-Wartofsky
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