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The at t i t ude of cr i t i cal t heor y t owar d t r adi t i on has been di ct at ed by t he

under st andi ng t hat t heor et i cal knowl edge i n soci ol ogy, as di st i nct f r om

i deol ogy, must necessar i l y r ef l ect t he pr act i cal i nt ent i on t o ef f ect soci al

change. To anyone cl ai mi ng t o be r adi cal , such an at t i t ude appear s t o be

beyond r epr oach . I n one sense, i t bel ongs t o t he Mar xi st her i t age, wher e t he

cr i t i que of i deol ogy was f i r st el abor at ed as par t of a l ar ger pr ogr amme of

human emanci pat i on . But t he r oot s of t hi s at t i t ude al so go deeper , t appi ng t he

i nt el l ect ual r esour ces of t he Enl i ght enment , wher e r eason was a weapon

agai nst unr easoni ng t r adi t i on and t he i nst i t ut i ons of t he past wer e

i r r edeemabl y di scr edi t ed t hr ough a hi st or y of oppr essi on and unj ust i f i abl e

domi nat i on . Cr i t i cal t heor y has si nce scr ut i ni zed t he l egacy of t he

Enl i ght enment and f ound i n t he i deol ogi cal mi sr epr esent at i on of sci ence and

t echnol ogy as pot ent an obst acl e t o l i ber at i on as past t r adi t i on . Never t hel ess,

i t has r et ai ned an abi di ng di st r ust of t r adi t i on i n al l of i t s gui ses . Si mi l ar l y, an

ext ensi ve cr i t i que of Mar xi sm i t sel f has i dent i f i ed el ement s of r ei f i cat i on

i nher ent i n t he Mar xi st vi si on . I n t hi s r egar d, t he r econsol i dat i on of st at e and

ci vi l soci et y i n bot h l at e capi t al i sm and cont empor ar y soci al i sm, wi t h t he

at t endant pr obl em of r enewed pol i t i ci zat i on of t he publ i c r eal m, shar es

sever al f eat ur es i n common wi t h t r adi t i onal f or ms of domi nat i on . But a r et ur n

t o t r adi t i on has cer t ai nl y never been suggest ed as a count er - wei ght t o

t echnocr acy by cr i t i cal t heor i st s - as i t has, f or i nst ance, by conser vat i ve

cr i t i cs of t echnol ogi cal soci et y l i ke El l ul , I l l i ch, and Ni sbet . ' As a pol i t i cal

st ance i n t he cont empor ar y wor l d, however , t hi s vi ew of t r adi t i on has sever al

weaknesses . The dest r uct i on of t r adi t i onal cul t ur e has become a r al l yi ng-

poi nt f or much of t he opposi t i on t o t echnocr at i c hegemony . I n cer t ai n cases,

t r adi t i on has come t o symbol i ze such r adi cal val ues as di ver si t y and per sonal

and gr oup aut onomy . Demands by gr oups f or var i ous ki nds of cul t ur al and

pol i t i cal i ndependence, mi nor i t y r i ght s, and decent r al i zat i on of gover nment ,

and t he pr eser vat i on of t r adi t i onal means of l i vel i hood have become

commonpl ace . Such demands appeal i n one way or anot her t o t r adi t i on as a

basi s f or communi t y - t hough obvi ousl y i n a hi ghl y r econst r uct ed f or m.

These appeal s ar e pol i t i cal r eal i t i es . To wr i t e of f movement s of t hi s ki nd as

mer el y " r eact i onar y" , as Mar xi sm of t en does, i s t o car r y t he moder ni st

cr i t i que of t r adi t i on t o t he poi nt wher e i t s ver y r i gi di t y bel i es any r emai ni ng

emanci pat or y scope .

Ther e ar e pr obl ems on t he t heor et i cal pl ane as wel l wi t h t he whol esal e
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r ej ect i on of t r adi t i on by cr i t i cal t heor y . The l i mi t s t o pur el y negat i ve di al ect i cs

gr ounded i n Mar xi smar e sur el y appar ent . Even wher e t he Fr ankf ur t School

of f er ed a medi at ed r et ur n t o " bour geoi s t r adi t i on, " i t di d so i n a way t hat

pr ecl uded r ecogni t i on of an emanci pat or y subj ect . On t he ot her hand, t he

sear ch f or a posi t i ve basi s f or a t heor y of emanci pat i on has l ed wr i t er s l i ke

Haber mas i nt o a t heor y of l anguage whi ch i n t ur n f or ces a r econsi der at i on of

t he whol e f i el d of soci al " meani ng . " Haber mas, i n par t i cul ar , has expanded

t he t heor et i cal base of cr i t i cal t heor y t o i ncl ude t he communi cat i ve di mensi on

t o soci et y speci f i cal l y as a means of count er i ng what he sees as t he posi t i vi st

mi sunder st andi ng of soci al t heor y . I n doi ng so, he has r et ur ned - al bei t i n a

novel way - t o Weber ' s cl assi c di st i nct i on bet ween " under st andi ng" and

" expl anat i on . " But Haber mas has al so r emai ned t r ue t o t he cr i t i cal at t i t ude

t owar d t r adi t i on i nher i t ed f r omt he Enl i ght enment - pr esumabl y as t he onl y

al t er nat i ve t o an uncr i t i cal r el at i vi sm.

The pol i t i cal i mpl i cat i ons of Haber mas' s r ef or mul at i on of cr i t i cal t heor y

ar e not ent i r el y cl ear , par t i cul ar l y as t hey r el at e t o t he pol i t i cal t r ends I have

ment i oned . Does Haber mas' s ver si on of cr i t i cal t heor y al l ow f or t he same

cr i t i cal cer t ai nt y vi s a vi s speci f i c cul t ur al t r adi t i ons? Can t he out come of

pr ocesses of emanci pat i on i n t hi s new f or mul at i on be ant i ci pat ed i n a manner

compar abl e t o t he ol d Mar xi st f r amewor k? Haber mas does not addr ess t hese

quest i ons di r ect l y . But t o t he ext ent t hat he has embedded hi s

communi cat i on t heor y i n a l ar ger t heor y of soci al evol ut i on and mor al

devel opment , he has sever el y l i mi t ed t he or gani zat i on and cont ent of an

emanci pat ed soci et y . Does Haber mas pr esent t he onl y possi bl e i nt er pr et at i on

of a l i ngui st i cal l y- der i ved cr i t i cal t heor y? I n t hi s paper I wi l l at t empt t o

est abl i sh a basi s f or a t heor et i cal l y coher ent answer t o t hi s quest i on . Whi l e I

accept t he maj or si gni f i cance of Haber mas' s f ocus on " di scour se, " I bel i eve

t hat t he cont i ngent nat ur e of some of t he ot her el ement s of t he t heor y can be

demonst r at ed . I woul d l i ke t o r evi ew t he t heor et i cal f oundat i ons of

Haber mas' s concept i on of cr i t i cal t heor y wi t h t he ai mof showi ng how hi s

r esol ut i on of t heor et i cal pr obl ems cl oses of f di scussi on of possi bl e

al t er nat i ves . By at l east demonst r at i ng t he pl ausi bi l i t y of t hese al t er nat i ves, I

hope t o open t he way t o f ur t her di scussi on and empi r i cal i nvest i gat i on .

I shoul d emphasi ze t hat i t i s not my i nt ent i on t o def end t r adi t i on f or i t s own

sake . For a cr i t i cal t heor y of soci et y such a move i s pl ai nl y nonsensi cal .

Whet her or not t he r econst r uct i on of t r adi t i on ser ves emanci pat or y ends i s

al ways an empi r i cal quest i on . Thus, i t i s i mpor t ant t o ascer t ai n t he condi t i ons

under whi ch t hi s devel opment occur s so t hat i t may be ant i ci pat ed and

f ost er ed . Al so, an appeal t o t r adi t i on i s not t he onl y basi s f or an emanci pat or y

movement of t he t ype I amconsi der i ng, nor can i t ser ve t he needs of ever yone .

A var i et y of cont empor ar y movement s l i nk di ver si t y and l i ber at i on -

envi r onment al i sm, f emi ni sm, gay l i ber at i on, l ocal pol i t i cal al l i ances of
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var i ous ki nds . A di scur si ve model of pol i t i cs i s no l ess appl i cabl e t o t hese

movement s . I n ever y case, i t i s t he r esponsi bi l i t y of t he act i vi st t o pr esent hi s

cl ai ms i n a f or mamenabl e t o di scour se . Havi ng done so, t he ext ent t o whi ch

obst acl es t o f r ee and unconst r ai ned communi cat i on can be at t r i but ed t o t he

st r uct ur e of soci et y i t sel f may t hen be ascer t ai ned . I f , as I amsuggest i ng her e,

t he r el at i onshi p bet ween di scur si ve r edempt i on and changi ng soci al st r uct ur es

i s t r ul y di al ect i cal , t hen i t i s i mpossi bl e i n pr i nci pl e t o det er mi ne once and f or

al l t he meani ng and scope of soci al emanci pat i on . z

Ther e ar e some puzzl i ng - i ndeed, par adoxi cal - aspect s t o Haber mas' s

t heor y of communi cat i ve compet ence . 3 By i sol at i ng a ut opi an component i n

or di nar y under st andi ng, Haber mas at t acks t he cer t ai nt y we nor mal l y uphol d

vi s- a- vi s soci al l i f e and t he wor l d of communi cat ed meani ngs . On t he one

hand, ever y nor mal ut t er ance pr esumes communi cat i ve compet ence - t hat i s,

mast er y of an i deal speech si t uat i on absol ut el y necessar y f or t he mai nt enance

of i nt er subj ect i vi t y . The i deal speech si t uat i on expr esses t he pot ent i al i n ever y
speech act f or unconst r ai ned di al ogue . On t he ot her hand, t her e i s no
guar ant ee t hat any act ual act of communi cat i on r eal i zes t hi s pot ent i al . To t he
cont r ar y, t he l i kel i hood i s t hat a gi ven ut t er ance r epr esent s syst emat i cal l y

di st or t ed communi cat i on - a f or m of communi cat i on whi ch pr eser ves

asymmet r i es i n t he soci al r ol es of r espect i ve par t i ci pant s and t hus

cor r espondi ngl y def or ms t he achi evement of i nt er subj ect i vi t y . To t he ext ent

t hat t hi s i s t he case, t he convent i onal model of her meneut i c under st andi ng

t aken f r om phenomenol ogi cal soci ol ogy i s i nappl i cabl e, si nce i t woul d appl y

onl y t o a nor mal l y unr eal i zed pur e i nt er subj ect i vi t y . The count er - f act ual
pr esumpt i on of di al ogue i n f act ser ves onl y t o l egi t i mat e di st or t ed
communi cat i on .

Thus, r at her t han bei ng abl e t o t ake her meneut i c under st andi ng f or

gr ant ed, t hat under st andi ng i s r ender ed pr obl emat i c and must be r edeemed .
For Haber mas, t he mode of r edempt i on i s di scour se, and accessi bi l i t y t o
di scour se becomes, i n t he l ast i nst ance, t he st andar d by whi ch or di nar y
under st andi ng i s t o be j udged . But f or t hi s capabi l i t y of di scour se t o come i nt o
pl ay, t he nor mal const r ai nt s of act i on on communi cat i on must be suspended .
Wher e or di nar y communi cat i ve act i on i s embedded i n on- goi ng soci al
pr ocesses, whi ch i n t ur n pr ovi de a basi s f or speaker s' cl ai ms t o val i di t y,
di scour se r equi r es t hat bot h pr i vat e mot i ves and commonl y hel d vi ews be
opened t o exami nat i on and cr i t i ci sm. Once val i di t y cl ai ms have been
quest i oned, or di nar y communi cat i on i s possi bl e agai n onl y f ol l owi ng a
successf ul out come t o di scour se . Thus, t he occasi on of di scour se i s, f or

Haber mas, t he onl y means of secur i ng t he val i di t y- cl ai ms on whi ch or di nar y

under st andi ng i s based . Di scour se i s, t hen, bot h an empi r i cal l y demonst r abl e
event and a l ogi cal pr emi se i n t he t heor y of communi cat i ve compet ence .

Whet her or not est abl i shed nor ms ar e j ust i f i abl e hi nges on whet her t hey can

47



RONALD SCHWARTZ

wi t hst and di scur si ve exami nat i on . But i t i s unl i kel y t hat most exi st i ng nor ms

can wi t hst and t hi s sor t of cr i t i ci sm and t hus i t must be concl uded t hat t hei r

cont i nui ng ef f i cacy r equi r es t hat di scussi on and cr i t i ci sm be pr ohi bi t ed .

Thi s i s t he basi c i nsi ght under l yi ng Haber mas' s concept of syst emat i cal l y

di st or t ed communi cat i on . Wi t hout pur sui ng al l of t he r ami f i cat i ons of

Haber mas' s t heor y, suf f i ce i t t o say t hat " i deol ogy" pl ays a cr uci al r ol e i n

pr event i ng t he t r ansi t i on f r om communi cat i ve act i on t o di scour se . The

f unct i on of i deol ogy i s t o pr esent a f i ct i t i ous r esol ut i on of pr obl ems of

j ust i f i cat i on, t her eby pr eser vi ng asymmet r i es i n communi cat i on and

behavi our t hat coul d not ot her wi se wi t hst and di scour se . Haber mas cl ai ms,

however , t hat what mar ks i deol ogi es as di st or t ed communi cat i on i s not t hei r

ost ensi bl e semant i c cont ent , but t hei r capaci t y t o bl ock f r ee passage i nt o t he

di scur si ve mode . The appar ent symbol i zat i on of i deol ogi es i s onl y a

subt er f uge. Fol l owi ng Fr eud, Haber mas ar gues t hat i deol ogi es mobi l i ze pr e-

symbol i c mot i ves ( t he l evel of pal eo- symbol i sm) and t hus syst emat i c

di st or t i on has t he char act er of neur osi s, whi ch i s t he pr i vat e count er par t t o

what i s col l ect i vel y i deol ogy .

Emanci pat i on i s l i kewi se model l ed on psychoanal ysi s, si nce " i t enabl es

si mul t aneous her meneut i c under st andi ng and causal expl anat i on i n a uni que

manner . " 4 Psychoanal yt i cal " r econst r uct i on l eads t o an under st andi ng of t he

meani ng of a def or med l anguage game and si mul t aneousl y expl ai ns t he or i gi n

of t he def or mat i on i t sel f . " 5 The " cur e, " so t o speak, el i mi nat es t he i nf l uence of

an i deol ogy pr eci sel y by expl ai ni ng i t away . The anal yt i c met hod i s one of

di ssol ut i on t hr ough r ecour se t o r eason . But her e t he quest i on ar i ses, what wi l l

be t he r esul t i f t hi s pr ocedur e i s syst emat i cal l y appl i ed i n ever y possi bl e case

and al l exi st i ng nor ms ar e si mul t aneousl y chal l enged? Wi l l anyt hi ng at al l be

l ef t over ? I t i s pr eci sel y because i deol ogy has no aut hent i c semant i c val ue t hat

i t can be deal t wi t h i n t hi s manner . Yet t he unmaski ng of i deol ogy i s car r i ed

out wi t h t he i nt ent i on of ul t i mat el y achi evi ng unconst r ai ned di scour se .

Thi s i s t he par adox : what can t hat di scour se possi bl y be about ? We have

ar r i ved f i nal l y at pur e her meneut i c under st andi ng - exact l y what we set out

or i gi nal l y t o escape f r om. I suggest t hat r ecogni t i on of t hi s par adox has

mot i vat ed much of Haber mas' s wor k subsequent t o t he t heor y of

communi cat i ve compet ence . That di scour se shoul d pr epar e t he gr ound f or a

pur e her meneut i c under st andi ng i mmune t o cr i t i ci sm i s unt enabl e . Somehow

a par al l el i sm must be est abl i shed bet ween t he pur el y f or mal cr i t er i a f or

unr est r i ct ed di scour se and t he semant i c cont ent of t r adi t i ons . Di scour se

cannot a pr i or i appear t o f avour any par t i cul ar out l ook, yet somehow t hese

out l ooks - or " wor l d- vi ews" - must be shown t o conf or mt o an i nner l ogi c . I

bel i eve t hat t hi s i s why Haber mas has chosen t o embed hi s t heor y of

communi cat i ve compet ence and hi s i deas about t he emanci pat or y

si gni f i cance of di scour se i n a l ar ger t heor y of soci al evol ut i on and mor al

devel opment .
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The pr obl em, t hen, i s howt o guar ant ee t he out come of di scur si ve pr ocesses

once t hey have been i ni t i at ed . I t i s unaccept abl e t o Haber mas t hat t he

out come shoul d be i ndet er mi nat e, si nce t hi s woul d i mpl y t hat hi st or i cal

t r ansf or mat i ons of i nst i t ut i onal nor ms need not necessar i l y be pr epar i ng t he

way f or st i l l f ur t her pr ogr ess . I f t he possi bi l i t y of hi st or i cal " dead ends" i s t o be
deni ed, t hen a t heor y of soci al evol ut i on - or what Haber mas cal l s a

devel opment al l ogi c of wor l d- vi ews i s r equi r ed . b I n t hi s way, a hi er ar chy of

mot i ves can be val i dat ed, and l i nked, i n t ur n, t o l ower and hi gher f or ms of

consci ousness . The i ni t i at i on of di scour se at ever y st age can onl y be
t er mi nat ed wi t h t he t r ansi t i on t o a hi gher st age ( t hough t he danger s of a l apse
back i nt o unconsci ousness ar e not t her eby necessar i l y l essened, as Haber mas
i s t he f i r st t o r ecogni ze) .

Haber mas i s wel l awar e of t he Hegel i an or i gi ns of t hi s concept i on . The

moder n ego, cut l oose f r omt he nai ve under st andi ng of t r adi t i onal soci et y,

must t r y t o f i nd a new basi s f or a secur e i dent i t y . To accompl i sh t hi s, i t must
somehow " expl ai n" t he cour se of i t s own hi st or y . However , t hi s expl anat i on
must pr oceed r et r ospect i vel y f r om t he vant age- poi nt of newl y- acqui r ed

f r eedom. Sat i sf yi ng t hese condi t i ons f or a f or mul a f or t he r et r ospect i ve

expl anat i on of hi st or y has l ed t o a model of soci al evol ut i on t hat speci f i cal l y

i dent i f i es l ar ger and mor e uni ver sal col l ect i ve ent i t i es as t he embodi ment of a

soci al i dent i t y t hr ough whi ch an i ncr easi ngl y aut onomous ego r ef l ect s on i t s

own past . Thus, t o t he ext ent t hat ego- act i vi t y i s bound up wi t h uni ver sal i st i c

st r uct ur es, soci al i dent i t y may no l onger be t i ed t o par t i cul ar communi t i es,

but r equi r es a commensur at el y uni ver sal col l ect i vi t y as a st age on whi ch t o
act .

For Hegel , t hi s col l ect i vi t y was t he st at e . But Haber mas has hi msel f poi nt ed

out a number of r easons why t he moder n st at e, as Hegel concei ved i t , can no

l onger be " t he pl ane wi t hi n whi ch soci et i es f or mt hei r i dent i t y . " 7 For t he st at e

may ver y wel l be a " bad st at e, " a f al se asser t i on of uni t y t hat does not embody
t he " gener al i zabl e i nt er est s of t he t ot al popul at i on . " 8 Even i f t hi s condi t i on

wer e met , " t he sover ei gnt y of t he nat i onal st at e has i n any event become an
anachr oni sm. " The gl obal soci et y t hat i s i ncr easi ngl y an economi c and soci al

r eal i t y demands not hi ng l ess t han a gl obal f r amewor k f or soci al i dent i t y . The

di f f i cul t y i s t hat t hi s same gl obal syst em i s suf f i ci ent l y compl ex t hat an

i dent i t y concei ved al ong l i nes of a uni ver sal symbol i c syst em i s hi ghl y

i mpl ausi bl e . On t he ot her hand, Haber mas speci f i cal l y r ej ect s nat i onal i sm,
whi ch i n our own t i me i s no l onger l i nked t o uni ver sal i st i c st r uct ur es and t hus,
i n Haber mas' s eyes, r epr esent s a " danger ous phenomenon of r egr essi on on t he

par t of hi ghl y devel oped soci et i es, as i n f asci sm . . . " 10 The same cr i t i ci sm

pr esumabl y appl i es t o at t empt s at a subst i t ut e pr ogr amme or gani zed ar ound
ar t i f i ci al ver si ons of a uni ver sal symbol i c syst em as wel l ( f or i nst ance,

synt het i c r el i gi ons of var i ous ki nds) .
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These ar e t he di mensi ons of t he pr obl em of f i ndi ng secur e gr ounds f or a

soci al i dent i t y under moder n condi t i ons . These gr ounds may excl ude no one

and t hus must i ncl ude al l of manki nd . But , wr i t es Haber mas,

t he whol e of manki nd i s an abst r act i on ; i t i s not j ust

anot her gr oup whi ch on a gl obal scal e coul d f or m i t s

i dent i t y, si mi l ar l y as di d t r i bes or st at es, unt i l such t i me as

manki nd wer e agai n t o coal esce i nt o a par t i cul ar ent i t y,

l et us say, i n def ence agai nst ot her popul at i ons i n out er

space . But what el se except t he whol e of manki nd or a

wor l d soci et y can t ake t he pl ace of an al l - embr aci ng

col l ect i ve i dent i t y f r om whi ch i ndi vi dual i st i c ego

i dent i t i es coul d be f or med?"

The answer f or Haber mas r equi r es shi f t i ng t he basi s f or secur i ng an i dent i t y

away f r om i dent i f i cat i on wi t h speci f i c gr oups and i nst ead f ocusi ng on t he

pr ocess of col l ect i ve wi l l - f or mat i on i t sel f . Di scour se can be shown t o be a

pr esent and r ecogni zed el ement i n a wi de r ange of pol i t i cal act i vi t i es . And,

wher e di scour se i s pr esent , t her e i s f ul l and act i ve par t i ci pat i on i n t he

i nt er pr et at i on of needs by t hose concer ned - as di st i nct f r om t he mer e

aut hor i t y of exi st i ng i nst i t ut i ons, however beni gnl y i nspi r ed . Haber mas

ar gues t hat an i dent i t y f or med on t hi s basi s can sat i sf y t he condi t i ons of a

gl obal soci et y pr eci sel y because

such an i dent i t y no l onger r equi r es f i xed cont ent s . Those

i nt er pr et at i ons whi ch make man' s si t uat i on i n t oday' s

wor l d compr ehensi bl e ar e di st i ngui shed f r om t he

t r adi t i onal wor l d i mages not so much i n t hat t hey ar e

mor e l i mi t ed i n scope, but i n t hat t hei r st at us i s open t o

count er - ar gument s and r evi si ons at any t i me. 12

Fi nal l y, Haber mas has t r i ed t o est abl i sh an empi r i cal basi s f or t hi s new

concept of i dent i t y by l i nki ng i t s devel opment t o Lawr ence Kohl ber g' s st ages

of mor al consci ousness . 13 Wher e Kohl ber g cl ai ms t o have document ed t he

ont ogenet i c sequence of t he devel opment of mor al i t y i n t he i ndi vi dual ,

Haber mas descr i bes t he st ages of t he hi st or i cal i nst i t ut i onal i zat i on of

di scour se . The i ncr easi ng dept h and scope of i nt er per sonal r eci pr oci t y goes

hand i n hand wi t h an i ncr easi ngl y mor e uni ver sal i st i c concept i on of mor al i t y,

cul mi nat i ng f i nal l y i n a " uni ver sal speech et hi c, " wher e di scour se ul t i mat el y

di sconnect s f r om par t i cul ar pr i nci pl es and becomes i t sel f t he i ndependent

basi s f or t he f ur t her sel ect i on and expansi on of pr i nci pl es . For Haber mas, t hi s
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r epr esent s a sevent h st age beyond Kohl ber g' s si x : " The model of an

unconst r ai ned ego i dent i t y i s mor e exact and r i cher t han an aut omony model

t hat i s devel oped excl usi vel y out of a mor al per spect i ve . " 14 Yet Haber mas

appear s her e agai n t o be st r addl i ng what was poi nt ed out ear l y as t he par adox

of a pur e i nt er subj ect i vi t y . What i n f act does i t mean t o say " t hat

i nt er pr et at i ons of needs ar e no l onger assumed as gi ven, but ar e embedded i n

t he di scur si ve f or mat i on of t he wi l l ?" 15 Haber mas r ecogni zes t hat t hi s

asser t i on can onl y mean t hat " i nner nat ur e i s shi f t ed i nt o a ut opi an

per spect i ve . " 16 Thus, t he r aw mat er i al of cul t ur al t r adi t i ons under goes a ki nd

of t r ansval uat i on, so t hat i t ceases t o be somet hi ng wi t h whi ch t he ego

st r uggl es i n i t s at t empt t o secur e an i dent i t y, and i nst ead becomes somet hi ng

bot h f ul l y open t o r ef l ect i on and, at t he same t i me, abl e t o f unct i on as a basi s

f or commi t t ed act i on - i n ef f ect , a medi um f or pur e her meneut i c

under st andi ng . Or , as Haber mas wr i t es i n a r ar e at t empt t o descr i be ut opi an

cul t ur al condi t i ons :

The i nner nat ur e i s made communi cat i vel y cl ear and

t r anspar ent t o t he ext ent t hat needs can be l i ngui st i cal l y

pr eser ved t hr ough aest het i c f or ms of expr essi on or

r el eased f r om t hei r pal eosymbol i c, pr el i ngui st i c st at e .

That means, however , t hat t he i nner nat ur e i n i t s

pr ovi si onal , pr i or cul t ur al pr ef or mat i on . . . mai nt ai ns

i t sel f t hr ough a f r ee access t o i nt er pr et at i on possi bi l i t i es

of t he cul t ur al t r adi t i on . I n t he medi um of val ue and

nor m bui l di ng communi cat i on, i n whi ch aest het i c

exper i ences ent er , t r adi t i onal , cul t ur al cont ent s woul d

not be any l onger si mpl y pat t er ns accor di ng t o whi ch

needs coul d seek and f i nd t hei r appr opr i at e i nt er pr e-

t at i ons . 17

But i f t hi s ar gument i s not t o be t aken t o mean some sor t of post - moder n

aest het i c di l et t ant i sm, t hen i t . must r ef er t o t he emanci pat or y r econst r uct i on

of r eal t r adi t i ons . And r eal t r adi t i ons must be embodi ed i n and t hr ough t he

ever yday l i f e of par t i cul ar i ndi vi dual s and gr oups : absol ut e equi val ence i s

pr ohi bi t ed by t he l aws of l ogi c al one . I n t hi s r egar d, Kohl ber g' s st ages of

mor al devel opment onl y make sense so f ar as t hey r ef er t o r eal mor al conf l i ct ,

whi ch excl udes compr omi se and demands t hat par t i es accept and i nst i t ut e

pr i nci pl es consensual l y secur ed, even at t he pr i ce of i nj ur y or l oss t o some of

t he par t i es . Thus, i f Haber mas' s sevent h st age of a uni ver sal speech et hi c i s t o

have a basi s i n f act , i t must r ef er t o r eal choi ces wi t h r eal consequences enact ed

wi t hi n a f r amewor k of di scour se t hat r ecogni zes a r at i onal basi s f or
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di f f er ences among men and const r ai ns t hem t o act accor di ngl y . Ot her wi se,

one onl y has aest het i ci sm masquer adi ng as et hi cs .

Thi s not i on of an i dent i t y f or med di r ect l y i n and t hr ough di scour se i s, as

Haber mas admi t s, t hor oughl y ut opi an . Never t hel ess, why Haber mas

subscr i bes t o such a not i on i s not di f f i cul t t o see ; i t appear s t o be t he onl y

al t er nat i ve i n cont empor ar y soci et y t o abandoni ng i dent i t y f or mat i on

ent i r el y . Unl i ke Hegel , Haber mas cannot depend on t he hi st or i cal el abor at i on

of t he pol i t i cal st at e as a st age f or t he mor al l i f e of t he i ndi vi dual .

Fur t her mor e, t he moder n st at e has become pr edomi nant l y an i nst r ument of

admi ni st r at i on or i ent ed t owar d t he sol ut i on of pr obl ems occur r i ng i n t he

economi c and t echnol ogi cal sect or s . Haber mas' s cl ai m of uni ver sal i t y f or a

model of i dent i t y based on r at i onal di scour se t hus must come t o t er ms wi t h

t he expansi on of syst ems of power wi t h cent r al i zi ng and t ot al i zi ng

consequences . The t hr eat i s t hat t he f i nal t r i umph of t echnocr acy wi l l l ead t o

t he di ssol ut i on of soci al i dent i t y ent i r el y by " t r ansposi ng t he i nt egr at i on of

i nner nat ur e i n t ot o t o anot her mode of soci al i zat i on, t hat i s, by uncoupl i ng i t

f r om nor ms t hat need j ust i f i cat i on . " 18 Her e, Haber mas i s r ef er r i ng t o t he

pr ospect of t he cyber net i c st abi l i zat i on of soci et i es t hr ough t echni ques l i ke

behavi our al condi t i oni ng . Agai nst such a devel opment , he can onl y obser ve

t hat " wi t h gr owi ng i ndi vi duat i on, t he i mmuni zat i on of soci al i zed i ndi vi dual s

agai nst deci si ons of t he di f f er ent i at ed cont r ol cent er seems t o gai n i n

st r engt h . " , 9 Havi ng di sal l owed a mor al basi s t o t he st at e, Haber mas now

depends on t he expansi on of syst ems of power t o er adi cat e t r adi t i on - and

t hen pul l s t he aut onomous i ndi vi dual out of a hat , so t o speak, t o engage i n

di scour se .

I t i s not sur pr i si ng t hat Haber mas suspect s t he pol i t i cal mot i ves of

def ender s of t r adi t i on and accuses t hemof advocat i ng i n one way or anot her

uncr i t i cal submi ssi on t o r epr essi ve aut hor i t y . On t he ot her hand, t he pur sui t

of par t i cul ar t r adi t i ons can have r el at i vi si ng consequences t hat i n f act onl y

f ur t her t he t r i umph of t hei r decl ar ed opponent - namel y, t echnocr at i c

soci et y . Haber mas has uncover ed some of t he under l yi ng pol i t i cal i ssues i n hi s

cr i t i que of t he cl ai m t o uni ver sal i t y of her meneut i c under st andi ng advanced

by wr i t er s l i ke Gadamer , who af f i r ms t he ont ol ogi cal pr i or i t y of cul t ur al

t r adi t i ons over and agai nst al l f or ms of sci ent i f i c under st andi ng, i ncl udi ng

cr i t i cal soci al sci ence . The t er ms of r ef er ence of t hi s debat e r equi r e a cl oser

exami nat i on, f or i t i s by way of cont r ast wi t h Gadamer ' s posi t i on t hat

Haber mas devel ops hi s own concept i on of cr i t i cal r ef l ect i on . But i n secur i ng

hi s posi t i on vi s- a- vi s t he cl ai m t o uni ver sal i t y of her meneut i cs, Haber mas i n

f act cl oses of f a whol e r ange of possi bi l i t i es f or a di al ect i cal under st andi ng of

t he r el at i onshi p bet ween t he her meneut i c appr opr i at i on of t r adi t i on and i t s

r at i onal r econst r uct i on . 20

Haber mas acknowl edges t he sophi st i cat i on of Gadamer ' s ver si on of
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her meneut i cs . Gadamer has abandoned t he i nadequat e f or mul at i on of

her meneut i c under st andi ng as essent i al l y monol ogi cal - t hat i s, as a passi ve

r econst r uct i on of exper i ence i n t he manner of hi st or i ci sm. For Gadamer , t he

i nt er pr et at i on of t r adi t i on i s act i ve and on- goi ng, bet t er concei ved as a

di al ogue bet ween past and pr esent i n whi ch t r adi t i on may speak i n

unexpect ed ways . Her meneut i c under st andi ng al ways pr oceeds f r om t he

pr act i cal i nt ent i on t o est abl i sh t he r el evance of t r adi t i on t o t he si t uat i on of t he

pr esent . Her meneut i c under st andi ng t hus does not pr ecl ude cr i t i cal r ef l ect i on ;

r at her , cr i t i ci sm moves wi t hi n t he ci r cl e of her meneut i c under st andi ng .

Tr adi t i on may r eveal unr ecogni zed possi bi l i t i es, new pr i nci pl es, or gui des t o

act i on . At t he same t i me, however , t he capaci t y t o di scl ose t he si gni f i cance of

t r adi t i on r equi r es t he r ecogni t i on t hat r ef l ect i ng consci ousness i s i t sel f a

pr oduct of hi st or y ( wi r kungsgeschi cht l i ches Bewusst sei n) . Thi s concept i s

Gadamer ' s r est at ement of t he " her meneut i c ci r cl e, " whi ch becomes now a

deci si ve f eat ur e of t he movement of consci ousness i n hi st or y .

But hi st or i cal consci ousness so concei ved r esi gns i t sel f t o i t s own f i ni t ude .

Ther e i s no i nvi si bl e hand of t he Absol ut e gui di ng t he movement of

consci ousness i n hi st or y as, f or i nst ance, t her e was f or Hegel . I n pr i nci pl e,

Gadamer ' s posi t i on does not pr ecl ude r evol ut i on and t he r adi cal r est r uct ur i ng

of soci al r el at i ons, si nce t hese t oo bel ong t o t he t r adi t i on of t he West . I n

pr act i ce, however , t he r evel at i on of f i ni t ude i mposes i t s own bi as . Sci en-

t i f i cal l y- mot i vat ed di st ant i at i on ( Ver f r emdung) al so moves wi t hi n a ci r cl e

pr escr i bed by t he communi t y' s own sel f - under st andi ng . To desi gnat e cer t ai n

t hought s and act i ons as i ncompr ehensi bl e or meani ngl ess - e . g . , t he

pat hol ogi cal sympt oms of t he psychoanal yt i c pat i ent - i s an act i vi t y t hat

onl y makes sense i n r el at i on t o a consensus al r eady at t ai ned wi t hi n a pr e-

exi st i ng communi t y . Gadamer deni es t hat a whol e soci et y can be made up of

pat i ent s : " The emanci pat or y power of r ef l ect i on, whi ch t he psychoanal yst

cl ai ms, must t her ef or e f i nd i t s l i mi t s i n t he soci al consci ousness whi ch t he

anal yst as wel l as hi s pat i ent under st ands al ong wi t h ever yone el se . " 21 As an

i nst r ument of pol i t i cs, di st ant i at i on i s hi ghl y suspect . Ar e f el l ow soci al bei ngs

t o be r egar ded as par t ner s or as pat i ent s ; i s t hei r behavi our evi dence of

pat hol ogy, or i s i t meani ngf ul act i on? I f our i nt ent i on i s f i nal l y t o at t ai n a

pr act i cal consensus, how can t hi s ai m be accompl i shed on t he basi s of an

act i vi t y whi ch syst emat i cal l y deni es peopl e member shi p i n t he communi t y?

He who " sees t hr ough" hi s par t ner s i n t he game of soci al l i f e on a r egul ar basi s

i s, i n Gadamer ' s wor ds, a " spoi l spor t . " 22 Thi s t endency i s pr eci sel y t he st ance

of i deol ogy cr i t i ci sm, but , i f we accept t he pr i or i t y of her meneut i c

under st andi ng, wher e do we dr aw t he l i ne? Gadamer ' s own bi as i s cl ear :

The i nescapabl e consequence appear s t o be t hat , on

pr i nci pl e, emanci pat or y consci ousness r eal l y ai ms at t he
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di ssol ut i on of al l const r ai nt s of aut hor i t y - and t hi s

means t hat i t s ul t i mat e gui di ng i mage i s an anar chi st i c

ut opi a . Thi s cer t ai nl y appear s t o be a her meneut i cal l y

f al se consci ousness . z 3

Havi ng est abl i shed t he l i mi t s t o cr i t i ci sm as t he l i mi t s of t he t r adi t i on of

cr i t i ci sm wi t hi n t he l anguage communi t y, Gadamer ' s her meneut i c ci r cl e

becomes a ki nd of nar r owi ng spi r al . Haber mas j udges :

I n Gadamer ' s vi ew, on- goi ng t r adi t i on and her meneut i c

i nqui r y mer ge t o a si ngl e poi nt . Opposed t o t hi s i s t he

i nsi ght t hat t he r ef l ect ed appr opr i at i on of t r adi t i on

br eaks down t he nat ur e- l i ke subst ance of t r adi t i on and

al t er s t he posi t i on of t he subj ect i n i t . 24

At t hi s poi nt , however , Haber mas cl ear l y means somet hi ng di f f er ent by

cr i t i cal r ef l ect i on . For t o suggest t hat t he char act er of t r adi t i on i s i r r evocabl y

al t er ed t hr ough r ef l ect i on i s t o i nt r oduce a f eat ur e i nt o consci ousness t hat l i es,

so t o speak, out si de t he her meneut i c ci r cl e, and t hus of f er s a vi ew of t he

cont ent of t r adi t i on as somet hi ng ot her t han sel f - di scl osi ng . As we have

al r eady seen, psychoanal ysi s i s her e t he model f or a cr i t i cal soci al t heor y

pr eci sel y because i t r ej ect s t he or di nar y pr esumpt i on of her meneut i c

under st andi ng and sear ches t hr ough t he " sympt oms" ( e . g . , act i ons

t hemsel ves) f or anot her or der of meani ng . What pr ompt s our i nqui r y i n t he

f i r st pl ace i s t he appar ent di scr epancy bet ween t hought and act i on . For

Haber mas, t he t ot al i t y of soci al r el at i ons i s l ar ger t han t he subl i mat i on of

soci al pr ocesses wi t hi n l i ngui st i c t r adi t i on ( Gadamer ' s uni ver se of

Spr achl i chkei t ) - and t her ef or e uncover i ng t hi s t ot al i t y t hr ough anal ysi s i s

t he st ar t i ng poi nt f or Haber mas' s " dept h her meneut i cs" : " Language i s al so a

medi um of domi nat i on and soci al power . I t ser ves t o l egi t i mat e r el at i ons of

or gani zed f or ce . " zs Language i s concei ved as a f or m of decept i on, whi ch

r equi r es not her meneut i c under st andi ng but i deol ogi cal cr i t i ci sm, and

pr oceeds on t he basi s of a syst emat i c compar i son of t he i mmanent meani ng of

si t uat i ons wi t h an account of t hei r ext r i nsi c si gni f i cance . The out come of such

an anal ysi s i s not mer el y anot her i nt er pr et at i on, but a causal expl anat i on : one

pr oduces t est abl e hypot heses, not onl y i nt er pr et i ve j udgement s .

Haber mas' s not i on of emanci pat or y t heor y r est s on t he possi bi l i t y of such

an ent er pr i se . What r emai ns t heor et i cal l y ambi guous i n Haber mas' s

f or mul at i on of cr i t i cal t heor y i s t he exact nat ur e of t he movement f r omt he

f or mer back t o t he l at t er , f or soci al - sci ent i f i c expl anat i on must f i nal l y pr ovi de

a basi s f or new her meneut i c under st andi ng . Thi s ambi gui t y i s pr eci sel y
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Haber mas' s poi nt : i f t he expl anat i on makes mor e sense t han pr evi ous

i mmanent i nt er pr et at i ons, t hen i n some sense t he subj ect i s i r r evocabl y

al t er ed . Thus, af t er t he Mar xi st cr i t i que of pol i t i cal economy, we ar e no l onger
abl e t o vi eweconomi c r el at i ons and t hei r cor r espondi ng j ust i f i cat i ons wi t hout
suspi ci on . Si mi l ar l y, i n t he wake of t he Fr eudi an account of sexual i t y, t he
f ami l y and r el at i ons of aut hor i t y i n gener al must be seen i n t er ms of t hei r
dependence on psychosexual r epr essi on and t he mobi l i zat i on of unconsci ous
and i nf ant i l e mot i ves .

Gadamer ' s posi t i on can al so be consi der ed as an at t ack on t he cl ai m t o a
pr i vi l eged vant age- poi nt on soci et y made by soci al sci ence . Soci al - sci ent i f i c
knowl edge may cont r i but e t o a her meneut i cal l y f al se separ at i on of t he soci al

engi neer f r omt he soci et y t hat he mani pul at ed by usi ng r at i onal t echni ques i n

t he ser vi ce of unspeci f i ed i nt er est s ( a danger t o whi ch Haber mas i s equal l y
sensi t i ve) . Gadamer cl ai ms t hat Haber mas' s al t er nat i ve of emanci pat or y
sci ence i s danger ousl y unanchor ed . To what communi t y do t he cr i t i cal
t heor i st s f i nal l y bel ong? Or , as Gadamer obser ves, does cr i t i ci smf i nal l y ar r i ve
at i t s own Ni et zschean apot heosi s? But Haber mas, of cour se, woul d never
accept t hi s char act er i zat i on of cr i t i cal t heor y as di sembodi ed i deol ogi cal
cr i t i ci sm. Emanci pat or y sci ence ul t i mat el y or i gi nat es wi t h t he pr essur e of
suf f er i ng exper i enced wi t hi n l i f e i t sel f . The obj ect i vi t y of i nst i t ut i onal l y-

i mposed suf f er i ng, of oppr essi on and expl oi t at i on, i s al so par t of ever yday

l i f e . Tr anscendence of suf f er i ng i s expr essed not onl y t hr ough sci ent i f i c

r ef l ect i on, but al so i n ar t ; t hr ough j okes, t hr ough l i ngui st i c usages t hat openl y
or secr et l y r ebel agai nst t he hegemony of pr evai l i ng aut hor i t y ; t hr ough

count l ess ef f or t s t o cr eat e and pr ot ect l i ber at ed spaces wi t hi n dai l y l i f e wher e
t he pr essur e of domi nat i on i s suspended, i f onl y t empor ar i l y . Fur t her mor e, i n
answer t o Gadamer , t he r ange of t hi s ant i - aut hor i t ar i an appr opr i at i on of t he
l i ngui st i c and symbol i c cont ent of t r adi t i on can be shown t o coi nci de wi t h t he
soci al - st r uct ur al bases of domi nat i on, t he expl anat i on of whi ch i s t he

i nt ent i on of cr i t i cal soci al sci ence . But t o di vor ce t he expl anat i on of obj ect i ve

soci al condi t i ons f r omt he mot i vat i on of amel i or at i ng unnecessar y suf f er i ng i s

a mi st ake . Soci al - sci ent i f i c knowl edge, by i dent i f yi ng t he causes f or pr esent

suf f er i ng, al so exposes t he r eal i st i c pot ent i al f or t he ut opi an r econst r uct i on of

soci et y .

Thi s mor e open- ended concept i on of t he r el at i onshi p bet ween
emanci pat or y r ef l ect i on and t he suppr essed i nt er est i n soci al change i s st i l l
vi si bl e i n Haber mas' s ear l y f or mul at i on of t he knowl edge- const i t ut i ve
i nt er est s i n Knowl edge and Human I nt er est s . Ther e he speaks of t he cour se of
hi st or y i n t er ms of " t r aces of vi ol ence t hat def or m r epeat ed at t empt s at
di al ogue and r ecur r ent l y cl ose of f t he pat h t o unconst r ai ned communi cat i on"
and t her ef or e he can concei ve of emanci pat i on i n t er ms of " a di al ect i c t hat
t akes t he hi st or i cal t r aces of suppr essed di al ogue and r econst r uct s what has
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been suppr essed . " ze Though t he act ual st at us of t he " quasi - t r anscendent al "

cogni t i ve i nt er est s r emai ns uncl ear , t he supposi t i on of t hei r l ogi cal

i ndependence i nt r oduces a l at er al di mensi on t o hi st or y . The act ual

def or mat i on of communi cat i on by i nst i t ut i ons of domi nat i on cl oses of f

ut opi an possi bi l i t i es t hat mi ght ot her wi se have been r eal i zed . But as

Haber mas has at t emped t o cl ar i f y t he st at us of t he knowl edge- const i t ut i ve

i nt er est s t hr ough hi s r econst r uct i on of hi st or i cal mat er i al i sm, t hi s open- ended

st at ement of emanci pat or y r ef l ect i on has gi ven way t o anot her f r amewor k i n

whi ch t he cour se of hi st or y t akes on t he appear ance of necessi t y . I n t hi s

f r amewor k, t he pr ogr essi on of soci et i es f r om pr i mi t i ve t o advanced i n t er ms

of f unct i onal compl exi t y, and i n par t i cul ar wi t h r egar d t o t he el abor at i on of

syst ems of power , t akes pl ace t hr ough " evol ut i onar y l ear ni ng pr ocesses" t hat

enabl e new f or ms of soci al i nt egr at i on t o be devel oped i n r esponse t o

pr obl ems t hat " over l oad" exi st i ng syst ems . Wher e t hi s same hi st or i cal

pr ogr essi on f or Mar x was dr i ven by t he r evol ut i oni zi ng of t he f or ces of

pr oduct i on i n a cont ext of conf l i ct - r i dden r el at i ons bet ween cl asses, t he l ogi c

of t echni cal devel opment i s now mat ched by a par al l el l ogi c of devel opment

f or f or ms of soci al i nt egr at i on . Power t hus l oses i t s cont i ngent char act er ; i t i s

now a f unct i onal l y necessar y el ement i n t he evol ut i on of soci et i es . Faced wi t h

t he pr obl em of expl ai ni ng how expl oi t at i on and oppr essi on can obj ect i vel y

i ncr ease i n scope whi l e soci et y i s pr esumabl y movi ng t o a hi gher st age of

mor al devel opment , Haber mas i nsi st s :

I see an expl anat i on i n t he f act t hat new l evel s of l ear ni ng

mean not onl y expanded r anges of opt i ons but al so new

pr obl em si t uat i ons . A hi gher st age of devel opment of

pr oduct i ve f or ces and of soci al i nt egr at i on does br i ng

r el i ef f r om pr obl ems of super seded soci al f or mat i on . But

t he pr obl ems t hat ar i se at t he new st age of devel opment

- i nsof ar as t hey ar e at al l compar abl e wi t h t he ol d ones

- i ncr ease i n i nt ensi t y . z'

But t hi s di al ect i c of sel f - gener at i ng pr obl ems and sol ut i ons envi si oned as

t he a pr i or i l ogi c of soci al evol ut i on exact l y r epr oduces t he i nst i t ut i onal

hi st or y of West er n soci et i es . I t s ul t i mat e j ust i f i cat i on i s t el eol ogi cal - t he

pr i nci pl e of communi cat i ve compet ence, posi t ed t hr ough ever y act of

communi cat i on, i s pr ogr essi vel y t r ansf or med i nt o t he or gani zat i onal cont ent

of i nst i t ut i ons .

I ncr easi ngl y mor e adequat e communi cat i on, i n whi ch pr obl ems can

become t hemes, becomes t he basi s f or a new i nst i t ut i onal or der . Thi s

t el eol ogi cal f r amewor k, i n whi ch f or mal pr oper t i es of soci al syst ems ar e
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t r ansl at ed i nt o i nst i t ut i onal f eat ur es of advanced soci et i es, i s t ypi cal of

f unct i onal i st t heor i es of soci al evol ut i on . Par sons' s t heor y, f or i nst ance, t o

whi ch Haber mas i s i n many ways anal ogous, depends on t he f unct i onal

pr er equi si t es of soci al syst ems i n gener al t o act as a mast er pat t er n f or

di f f er ent i at i on and t he gr owt h of speci al i zed i nst i t ut i ons . z 8 The empi r i cal

r eal i t y t o whi ch bot h t heor i es r ef er i s undeni abl e . I n Par sons' s case, t hi s r eal i t y

i s r ol e- di f f er ent i at i on and bur eaucr at i c speci al i zat i on ( what Dur khei m

i dent i f i ed as or gani c sol i dar i t y) ; f or Haber mas, i t i s t he i nst i t ut i onal i zat i on of

di scour se and t he gr owi ng pr i macy of sci ence and educat i on i n moder n

soci et i es . But does t he appear ance and devel opment of t hese i nst i t ut i onal

f eat ur es of West er n soci et i es, what ever t hei r ul t i mat e mor al si gni f i cance,

j ust i f y hypost at i zi ng i n r et r ospect t he hi st or y of t hei r occur r ence as t he

necessar y l ogi c of soci al evol ut i on? The ear l i er concept i on of knowl edge-

const i t ut i ve i nt er est s, however uncer t ai n t hei r st at us, l eaves open t he

al t er nat i ve t hat t he i nst i t ut i onal i zat i on of di scour se i n t he cour se of a hi st or y
l i nked t o t echni cal and economi c devel opment may, i n t he f i nal anal ysi s, be

mer el y f or t ui t ous and not i n some sense an absol ut e necessi t y . The l at er

t el eol ogi cal r econst r uct i on of hi st or i cal mat er i al i sm, wi t h i t s equat i on of
ont ogenet i c soci al i zat i on pr ocesses and t he hi st or y of soci et i es, cl oses of f t hi s

possi bi l i t y . Thi s concl usi on woul d seem t o i mpl y t hat t o avai l t hemsel ves of

t he f ul l r ange of communi cat i ve r esour ces, al l soci et i es must r epr oduce t he
i nst i t ut i onal hi st or y of t he West .

Haber mas i s t he f i r st t o admi t t hat hi s r econst r uct i on of hi st or i cal

mat er i al i sm i s onl y t ent at i ve and r est s f i nal l y on t he empi r i cal evi dence of

ant hr opol ogy . I woul d suggest , however , t hat he has car r i ed over t he
monol i t hi c concept i on of t r adi t i on of t hi nker s l i ke Gadamer i nt o t he ar ea of
compar at i ve cul t ur al st udi es . Thi s t r ansf er necessi t at es some ki nd of

f unct i onal mechani sm ( anal ogous t o, f or i nst ance, Par sons' s " adapt i ve

upgr adi ng" ) as a guar ant ee of soci al dynami cs . An al t er nat i ve hypot hesi s

mi ght emphasi ze i nst ead t he mul t i pl ex or gani zat i on of cul t ur e, wi t h di sj unct

spher es mor e or l ess r ecept i ve t o cr i t i ci sm and r at i onal r econst r uct i on . That
ut opi an possi bi l i t i es have onl y par t i al l y and i ncompl et el y been r eal i zed i n t he
past and i n ot her cul t ur es can, t o be sur e, be expl ai ned i n t er ms of obj ect i ve

const r ai nt s on t he i nst i t ut i onal i zat i on of di scour se . Agai n, t hi s i s a pr obl em

f or ant hr opol ogi cal r esear ch - t hough t he al t er nat i ve I ampr oposi ng i s al so

mor e i n keepi ng wi t h Weber ' s met hodol ogy .

But an i mpor t ant quest i on - and t he deci si ve one i n pol i t i cal t er ms -
concer ns t he f ut ur e of di scour se . Once ar gument at i ve j ust i f i cat i on i n

Haber mas' s sense has been di scover ed and ut i l i zed i n one soci al set t i ng ( our

own) , i t pr of oundl y al t er s bot h t he i nt er nal r el at i on bet ween spher es of cul t ur al
t r adi t i on wi t hi n var i ous soci et i es, as wel l as t he r el at i onshi ps bet ween soci e-

t i es, r egar dl ess of t hei r l ocat i on i n a gener al scheme of st ages of hi st or i cal
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devel opment . Ot her wi se, one woul d have t o concl ude t hat t he capaci t y t o

appr eci at e di scour se ul t i mat el y r equi r es t he pr eci se t echni cal and economi c

ar r angement s of i ndust r i al soci et y as i t i s pr esent l y const i t ut ed . But t hi s

concl usi on r educes pr act i cal quest i ons t o t echni cal i mper at i ves . I n a uni ver sal

debat e about pr act i cal quest i ons, di scur si ve val i dat i on can be used not onl y by

us and f or us, but al so agai nst us ; such ar gument about pr act i cal quest i ons

cannot be pr emat ur el y hal t ed by poi nt i ng t o t he i nevi t abi l i t y and necessi t y of

t he pr evai l i ng t echni cal appar at us . At t he same t i me, di scour se can be

envi si oned wi t hi n a var i et y of cul t ur al cont ext s i n whi ch t he di ver se el ement s

of cul t ur al t r adi t i ons ar e cr eat i vel y r eappr opr i at ed and r eor gani zed accor di ng

t o communi cat i ve st andar ds and t hus ar e abl e t o par t i ci pat e i n t he same

uni ver sal debat e .

At t hi s poi nt , al l I amsuggest i ng i s t hat t he above al t er nat i ve t o Haber mas' s

concept i on of t he i nst i t ut i onal i zat i on of di scour se has a cer t ai n pl ausi bi l i t y,

and t hat i t i s a mor e accur at e st at ement of what i s l i kel y t o ensue as

i ncr easi ngl y mor e di ver se gr oups ar e br ought i nt o a wor l d- wi de

communi cat i ve uni ver se . Li ke Haber mas' s r econst r uct i on of hi st or i cal

mat er i al i sm, i t s empi r i cal r eal i zat i on r equi r es ver i f i cat i on . Haber mas' s l i mi t ed

t heor y of emanci pat i on, i t appear s, pr ecl udes f ur t her pr act i cal and t heor et i cal

expl or at i on i n t wo di r ect i ons . Fi r st , t he evol ut i onar y l ogi c of wor l d- vi ews

obscur es t he pr act i cal quest i on of ut opi a t hr ough i t s i nsi st ence on a pr e-

est abl i shed har mony wi t h t he cour se of hi st or i cal devel opment . z 9 I n t he

al t er nat i ve f r amewor k I ampr oposi ng, ut opi as t ake t he pl ace of wor l d- vi ews

and ar e gi ven t hemes t hemat i zed as subj ect s of di scour se . Ut opi a si gni f i es her e

concr et e at t empt s t o r econst r uct cul t ur al t r adi t i ons, const i t ut i ng t hemi nt o a

" way of l i f e" capabl e of wi t hst andi ng di scur si ve exami nat i on and t her eby

wor t h pr eser vi ng and pr omot i ng . The cl ai m t o such a way of l i f e i s on a

di f f er ent pl ane f r ompur sui t of economi c gai n ; i n a sense, i t i s non- negot i abl e.

I n her meneut i c t er ms, compr ehensi on and val i dat i on ar e aspect s of t he same

pr ocess . Thi s poi nt does not si gni f y sur r ender t o t r adi t i on, as Gadamer

i ndi cat es - f or t her e i s no guar ant ee t hat an appeal t o t r adi t i on i s al ways

made wi t h emanci pat or y i nt ent i ons . But onl y t hr ough f r ee access t o di scour se

can t he di f f er ence be det er mi ned, f or t he emanci pat or y use of cul t ur al

t r adi t i on not onl y wi t hst ands di scur si ve cr i t i ci sm, but i s t her eby st r engt hened

and cl ar i f i ed, whi l e t he r epr essi ve mobi l i zat i on of t r adi t i on must pr event

di scour se at al l cost s . Di scour se t hus becomes a means f or medi at i ng bet ween

sel f - r ef l ect i on as an aspect of t he i mmanent appr opr i at i on of t r adi t i on and t he

l ar ger communi cat i ve uni ver se .

The concept of ut opi a suggest s an appr oach t o t he emanci pat or y

r econst r uct i on of t he cul t ur al l i f e of soci al gr oups wi t hout at t he same t i me

submi t t i ng t o t he unquest i oned aut hor i t y of t r adi t i on . I n t hi s way, i t pr ovi des

an answer t o t he di l emma of t r adi t i on and emanci pat i on addr essed i n t he
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Haber mas- Gadamer debat e . At t he same t i me, t hi s appr oach does not

ext r i cat e us f r om t he her meneut i c ci r cl e i n qui t e t he manner pr oposed by

Haber mas, f or t he cont ent of an emanci pat ed soci et y cannot be der i ved

si mpl y t hr ough t he appl i cat i on of t he t heor y of communi cat i ve compet ence .

Ut opi a r equi r es her meneut i cs i n a di f f er ent and speci al sense, si nce i t uses

her meneut i c under st andi ng t o const r uct a count er - i mage of r eal i t y f r ee of

domi nat i on and r epr essi on - one t hat may be val i dat ed t hr ough r at i onal

di scour se . Thi s sol ut i on al so pl aces a speci al r esponsi bi l i t y on soci al gr oups

maki ng a cl ai m t o t he val i di t y of a way of l i f e . They must be pr epar ed t o

def i ne, i n t er ms amenabl e t o di scour se, exact l y what t hey mean by t he " good

l i f e . " Ul t i mat el y, i f di scour se i s t o f i nd a secur e pl ace i n moder n l i f e ( whi ch i s

equal l y Haber mas' s ai m) , i t must be abl e t o r esi st pr essur es t owar d admi ni st r a-

t i ve ef f i ci ency. As Haber mas has shown, t he domi nant st r at egy and pr i nci pl e

means of soci al cont r ol i n l at e capi t al i st soci et y i s t he capaci t y t o t r ansl at e

cl ai ms i ssui ng f r omdi ver se gr oups i nt o economi c t er ms - hi gher wages, mor e

consumer goods, j obs, compensat i on f or i nj ur i es, and so on . Al t er nat i ves t o

pr evai l i ng ar r angement s can t hen be di smi ssed on gr ounds of economi c

ef f i ci ency, t he wi l l of t he maj or i t y, or t he r equi r ement s of t echnol ogi cal

pr ogr ess . The ext ensi on of di scour se wi t hi n moder n soci et i es t hus hi nges on

t he r ecogni t i on of non- economi c mot i ves . Her e, t he ut opi an r econst r uct i on of

t r adi t i ons and cl ai ms by di ver se gr oups t o t he val i di t y of ways of l i f e of f er one

sour ce of suppor t f or di scour se i t sel f .

The second ar ea i n whi ch Haber mas' s t heor y cl oses of f f ur t her expl or at i on

has t o do wi t h t he nat ur e of r at i onal i t y i t sel f . I n t he ear l i er wor k of t he

Fr ankf ur t school t he ambi val ent char act er of r eason was acknowl edged :

r eason ser ved as a medi um f or r ef l ect i on and emanci pat i on, but al so as a

means of ext endi ng cont r ol over bot h nat ur e and man, as an i nst r ument of

domi nat i on . One avenue of r esponse t o t hi s concept i on of r at i onal i t y has been

t o envi si on an al t er nat i ve t hat over comes t he i nt er est i n domi nat i on and

achi eves si mul t aneousl y a new r el at i onshi p wi t h bot h nat ur e and man. Thi s

vi ew has been t he di r ect i on pur sued by Her ber t Mar cuse, gui ded pr i mar i l y by

consi der at i ons of aest het i c exper i ence . I n Haber mas' s wor ds, Mar cuse

i nt ends t hat t he " vi ewpoi nt of possi bl e t echni cal cont r ol woul d be r epl aced by

one of pr eser vi ng, f ost er i ng, and r el easi ng t he pot ent i al i t i es of nat ur e . . . " . 30

Haber mas has r ej ect ed t hi s at t empt t o est abl i sh an i nt er subj ect i ve r el at i onshi p

wi t h nat ur e on t he gr ounds t hat i t at t empt s t o appl y a f or m of r at i onal i t y
appr opr i at e t o symbol i c i nt er act i on t o t he wr ong obj ect - domai n, t hat of wor k
and i nst r ument al act i on . Thi s excl usi on of sci ent i f i c r at i onal i t y f r omt hemat i c

const r uct i on i s cent r al t o t he f ur t her devel opment of a t heor y of
communi cat i ve r at i onal i t y . I n ef f ect , t he pr oj ect of accumul at i ng sci ent i f i c
knowl edge now has a st at us i ndependent of t he devel opment of wor l d- vi ews, a

f ai r l y t r adi t i onal and obj ect i vi st vi ew of sci ence . Recent wor k i n t he
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phi l osophy of sci ence has, i n f act , under mi ned Haber mas' s posi t i on and

st r essed i nst ead t he r ol e of wor l d- vi ews even i n def i ni ng t he i nt er act i on of man

and nat ur e, whi ch can no l onger be assumed t o be an hi st or i cal l y i nvar i ant

r el at i on . 31

What Haber mas i s at t empt i ng t o secur e by t he di st i nct i on bet ween

i nst r ument al act i on and symbol i c i nt er act i on i s l i kewi se a concept i on of

communi cat i ve r at i onal i t y i ndependent of t he devel opment of wor l d- vi ews .

Thus he def i nes " t r ut h" as t he " pecul i ar compul si on ( Zwang) t o unconst r ai ned

( zwangl oser ) uni ver sal r ecogni t i on . " 32 But t hi s " compul si on" cannot be

r ecei ved i n a cont ext - f r ee manner ; i t r epr esent s t he pr ogr essi ve embeddi ng of

sel f - r ef l ect i on wi t hi n hi st or i cal i nst i t ut i ons . Thus, pr eci sel y i t s char act er as

compul si on cannot be over l ooked, f or t he i nst i t ut i onal i zat i on of di scour se

wi t hi n par t i cul ar cont ext s does not so easi l y shed i t s own bur den of vi ol ence,

conf l i ct , and par t i al i t y . Ador no and Hor khei mer wer e gui ded by t hi s i nsi ght

i n t hei r st udy of t he " Di al ect i c of Enl i ght enment . " That di scour se her e

cont i nues t o be used as a weapon i n def ense of par t i cul ar i nst i t ut i ons, and a

par t i cul ar concept i on of mat ur i t y and soci al i dent i t y, nar r ows t he r ange of

human possi bi l i t i es . I n t he al t er nat i ve f r amewor k I am pr oposi ng, t he f ul l

scope of r at i onal i t y i s yet t o be di scl osed - but wi l l i ncl ude ar eas of exper i ence

and el ement s of wi sdom t hat go beyond t he bounds of any si ngl e t r adi t i on .

Empi r i cal l y speaki ng, i t i s necessar y t o show t hat sel f - r ef l ect i on has been

r eal i zed i n a var i et y of cul t ur al set t i ngs and has been var i ousl y anchor ed i n

di f f er ent i nst i t ut i ons wi t h di f f er ent pur poses . A f ul l account must const r uct

t hemes f or al l of t hese f or ms of r at i onal i t y .

At t he same t i me, t hi s r evi si on i mpl i es t hat t heor i es of cogni t i ve

devel opment - l i ke t hose of Pi aget and Kohl ber g - must be seen i n a

di f f er ent l i ght . As sci ent i f i c t heor i es t hey r emai n subj ect t o t he canons of

sci ent i f i c met hodol ogy and empi r i cal ver i f i cat i on . But t hei r met at heor et i cal

st at us as uni ver sal gui des t o t he f or mat i on of a soci al i dent i t y i s l ess cer t ai n .

They r ef er pr eci sel y t o t hose aspect s of i dent i t y- f or mat i on whi ch have been

r ender ed pr obl emat i c i n one par t i cul ar set t i ng i n whi ch di scour se has been

i nst i t ut i onal i zed . Kohl ber g' s st ages of mor al devel opment , as Haber mas

empl oys t hem, si gni f y r ol e- or i ent at i ons and mot i vat i ons t hat have become

pat hol ogi cal f r om t he poi nt of vi ew of a soci et y or gani zed al ong

communi cat i ve l i nes . Thei r st at us i s not t hat of uni ver sal st ages of hi st or i cal

devel opment , but of i dent i f i abl e l ocat i ons wi t hi n cont empor ar y soci al

st r uct ur es - l ocat i ons l i nked t o t he pat hol ogi cal def or mat i on of

communi cat i on . The t heor y, t hen, i s an at t empt t o secur e an emanci pat or y

out come agai nst ot her possi bi l i t i es . I t hol ds up a model of " i deal "

devel opment l eadi ng t o a mat ur e i dent i t y abl e t o f ul l y r eal i ze i t s

communi cat i ve pot ent i al . Thi s model seems t o me t o descr i be t he gener al

pr edi cament of any cr i t i cal - emanci pat or y sci ence - Mar x and Fr eud
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i ncl uded . Aspect s of soci al exper i ence t hat have become pr obl emat i c and

whi ch ar e per cei ved sympt omat i cal l y become t he basi s f or a r at i onal

r econst r uct i on whi ch pr oj ect s an i mage of r est or ed i nt egr i t y and uni t y . Thus

t he const r uct i ve and cr eat i ve si de of emanci pat or y t heor y, t hr ough whi ch an

i mage of " per sonhood" i s ef f ect i vel y conveyed, deser ves emphasi s . These

consi der at i ons al so cast some doubt on Haber mas' s f or mul a t hat , i n a set t i ng

of unconst r ai ned di scour se, t he out come wi l l be det er mi ned onl y by t he f or ce

of t he bet t er ar gument . How, i ndeed, ar e we t o r ecogni ze t he bet t er ar gument ?

I f we do not wi sh t o f al l back on t he consensus model of her meneut i c

under st andi ng, t he acknowl edgement of an i magi nat i ve, vi si onar y, and

myt hopoei c di mensi on t o communi cat i on and exper i ence seems unavoi dabl e .

Per haps t he best i l l ust r at i on of t he r at i onal r econst r uct i on of t r adi t i on

al ong t hese l i nes i s Haber mas' s own at t empt s t o r est or e t he t r adi t i on of

bour geoi s i ndi vi dual i sm wi t hi n a di scur si ve f r amewor k . On t hi s poi nt t he

ear l i er t heor i zi ng of t he Fr ankf ur t School f ounder ed . They had r ej ect ed t he

- Mar xi an concept i on of a r evol ut i onar y subj ect because i t submer ged t he

di al ect i c of subj ect i vi t y i n a necessi t ar i an l ogi c t hat r epr oduced t he

i r r at i onal i t y of t he whol e ; but , at t he same t i me, t he pot ent i al of t he bour geoi s

i ndi vi dual f or uni t ar y exper i ence r emai ned ent ombed wi t hi n i t s own

uncr i t i ci zed pr act i ce . Hor khei mer and Ador no apt l y descr i be t hi s quandar y :

The i ndependence and i ncompar abi l i t y of t he i ndi vi dual

cr yst al l i ze r esi st ance t o t he bl i nd, r epr essi ve f or ce of t he
i r r at i onal whol e . But , hi st or i cal l y, t hi s r esi st ance was onl y

made possi bl e by t he bl i ndness and i r r at i onal i t y of each

i ndepedent and i ncompar abl e i ndi vi dua1 . 33

For Haber mas, however , t he bour geoi s i ndi vi dual can become an

emanci pat or y subj ect i n a pr act i cal sense pr eci sel y because he r ecogni zes a
f or mof pr act i ce - i . e . , i nst i t ut i onal i zed di scour se - i n whi ch t hi s unf ul f i l l ed

pot ent i al f or whol eness and i nt egr i t y may be r eal i zed . Thus : " Wi t h t he

hi st or i cal f or m of t he bour geoi s i ndi vi dual , t her e appear ed t hose ( st i l l

unf ul f i l l ed) cl ai ms t o aut onomous ego- or gani zat i on wi t hi n t he f r amewor k of

an i ndependent - t hat i s, r at i onal l y f ounded - pr act i ce . " 3a

But Haber mas i s pr oposi ng t hi s r econst r uct i on of bour geoi s t r adi t i on

pr eci sel y at a t i me i n hi st or y when i t s or i gi nal sour ces i n t he f ami l y, r el i gi on,

and vocat i ons have been l ar gel y er oded t hr ough t he devel opment of l at e-

capi t al i st soci al st r uct ur es . I n ef f ect , t he t r adi t i on of t he bour geoi s i ndi vi dual
has l ost i t s i nst i t ut i onal f oot i ng and i t i s possi bl e t o i magi ne a post - capi t al i st

soci et y i n whi ch t he bour geoi s f or m of r epr oduct i on has al t oget her

di sappear ed . At t he same t i me, as l ong as soci al i zat i on i n t er ms of " nor ms t hat
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r equi r e j ust i f i cat i on" per si st s - t hat i s, as l ong as i nst i t ut i onal i zed di scour se

r et ai ns i t s pr ecar i ous hol d - one can ant i ci pat e a var i et y of cr i ses concer ni ng

l egi t i mat i on, mot i vat i on, and i dent i t y- f or mat i on . I n t hi s f at ef ul set t i ng,

Haber mas' s r econst r uct i on of t he bour geoi s i ndi vi dual i s a ut opi an ef f or t i n t he

sense di scussed ear l i er ; i t of f er s a r enewed i mage of soci al i dent i t y, wher e

cr i ses ar e over come t hr ough t he achi evement of a new ki nd of i nt egr at i on of

t he per sonal i t y, as an al t er nat i ve t o t he sacr i f i ce of soci al i dent i t y ent i r el y i n

t he f ace of syst em i mper at i ves . Achi evi ng t hi s i dent i t y depends on access t o

di scour se f or i t s concr et e el abor at i on - whi l e, at t he same t i me, i t of f er s t he

hope of secur i ng di scour se agai nst t he t hr eat of i t s di ssol ut i on . The

const r uct i ve and i magi nat i ve el ement s i n t he r et ur n t o bour geoi s t r adi t i on

cannot be expl ai ned away .

Haber mas' s appeal t o a uni ver sal l ogi c of mor al devel opment i n f act

obscur es t he speci f i c di scur si ve cont ext i n whi ch a r econst r uct ed concept i on

of t he i ndi vi dual i s concr et l y r eal i zed i n cont empor ar y soci et y . I n i t s or i gi nal

f or m, t he cat egor y of t he i ndi vi dual f unct i oned as i deol ogy . As Haber mas has

shown, t hi s i deol ogi cal mode of j ust i f i cat i on i s no l onger necessar y - but

nei t her i s t hi s t he pr i nci pal use t o whi ch t he concept of t he i ndi vi dual i s put at

pr esent . The " r i ght s of t he i ndi vi dual " i s i n r eal i t y a const i t ut i ve t heme i n a

soci al movement wi t h emanci pat or y ai ms : t he movement whi ch opposes

pol i t i cal l y- mot i vat ed mur der , t or t ur e, i mpr i sonment , and ot her f or ms of

degr adat i on and oppr essi on of i ndi vi dual s and gr oups . I n t hi s cont ext , t he

suppr essi on of t he i ndi vi dual i s synonymous wi t h t he suppr essi on of

di scour se, whi l e t he appr opr i at i on of t r adi t i on suppor t s soci al r el at i ons i n

whi ch di scour se may be r eal i zed . The cat egor y of t he i ndi vi dual does i n t hi s

case speci f y an emanci pat or y subj ect and, t hr ough pr act i cal or gani zat i on f or

col l ect i ve act i on al ong t hese l i nes, t he condi t i ons f or an emanci pat ed soci et y

ar e br ought cl oser t o f r ui t i on . Thi s use of t he concept of t he i ndi vi dual i n t he

cont empor ar y wor l d, pr obabl y i t s most deci si ve, seems t o me t o be

f undament al l y t r ansf or med f r om t he or i gi nal bour geoi s concept i on . To be

sur e, i t i s not i nconsi st ent wi t h Haber mas' s own f or mul at i on, but t o t he ext ent

t hat he has mer el y r epl aced t he abst r act cat egor y f r om bour geoi s i deol ogy

wi t h t he f or mal pr oper t i es of communi cat i on, he seems t o have l ar gel y

over l ooked i t s r eal emanci pat or y pot ent i al . 3 s

I have so f ar at t empt ed t o poi nt t o some pr obl emat i c aspect s of Haber mas' s

ver si on of cr i t i cal t heor y and t o specul at e on t he r easons why he has f ol l owed

t hi s par t i cul ar cour se i n hi s t heor i zi ng . I n gener al , Haber mas' s posi t i on, I

bel i eve, r epr esent s a " conver gent " i mage of emanci pat i on, i n whi ch di f f er ent

vi ewpoi nt s and cul t ur al t r adi t i ons conver ge on a si ngl e, def i ni t i ve

under st andi ng of t he meani ng of emanci pat i on - pr esumabl y r ef l ect i ng a

si ngl e wor l d soci et y wi t h a si ngl e ext ensi ve cul t ur e . Thi s i mage i s pr oj ect ed as

t he hypot het i cal out come of t he i ncr easi ng i nst i t ut i onal i zat i on of di scour se i n
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ever y spher e of soci et y . An al t er nat i ve i mage of emanci pat i on i s a " di ver gent "

one, whi ch does not assume t hat t he out come of di scur si ve pr ocesses i s

ever ywher e necessar i l y i dent i cal . I n concr et e t er ms, a di ver gent under st andi ng

of emanci pat i on posi t s many di ver se gr oups engaged i n emanci pat or y act i vi t y

wi t h di f f er ent st ar t i ng- and end- poi nt s .

Such a di ver gent vi ew of emanci pat i on i s, I t hi nk, di r ect l y i mpl i ed i n t he

condi t i ons Haber mas spel l s out f or aut hent i c di scour se . Fi r st , di scour se does

not si gni f y t he r educt i on of subj ect s t o a uni t y . I ndeed, t he concept onl y

makes sense whi l e subj ect s r emai n di f f er ent , even as t hey achi eve mut ual

under st andi ng . Ot her wi se, under st andi ng coul d be r ecr eat ed monol ogi cal l y,

wi t hout r ecour se t o r espect i ve subj ect i vi t i es . The i nher ent " f ai r ness" of

di scour se as t r ue di al ogue, i n whi ch power and i nt er est consi der at i ons ar e

suspended, r equi r es t hat t he par t i ci pant s wi l l not be const r ai ned t o come away

mor e al i ke t han when t hey began . Second, t hi s r equi r ement i mpl i es t hat soci al

meani ngs i n t he her meneut i c sense must r emai n i r r educi bl e and pr i mi t i ve

el ement s of t heor y . Meani ngs may be mut ual l y under st ood wi t hout

necessar i l y bei ng r educed t o commonal i t y . Thi r d, t he or i gi n wi t hi n hi st or i cal

t r adi t i ons and t he or der i n whi ch nor ms ar e di scur si vel y exami ned i s

i mpor t ant . Ever yt hi ng cannot be equal l y quest i onabl e t o ever yone -

cer t ai nl y not at t he same t i me . And f i nal l y, pr act i cal di scour se onl y makes

sense t o t he ext ent t hat i t i s concr et el y embedded i n t he f abr i c of ever yday l i f e .

The t r ansi t i on t o di scour se begi ns wi t h pr essur es or i gi nat i ng i n ever yday l i f e,

j ust as emanci pat or y out comes pr ovi de ever yday l i f e wi t h a r enewed basi s .

Thi s poi nt i s per haps best i l l ust r at ed by consi der i ng t he opposi t e of embedded

di scour se - namel y, t he di sembedded l anguage of syst ems t heor y, wher e

syst em i mper at i ves over shadow pr act i cal consi der at i ons ( Haber mas' s own

exampl e of t he onl y f or m of " r eason" whi ch can t r eat cul t ur al cont ext s

nat ur al i st i cal l y and mani pul at e t hem at wi l l ) .

What I have cal l ed her e a " di ver gent " i mage of emanci pat i on may at f i r st

appear t o bear some r esembl ance t o t he not i on of " pl ur al i sm. " Pl ur al i st

pol i t i cs, however , ar e not di scur si ve - or ar e onl y f or t ui t ousl y so . Pl ur al i sm

pr esupposes an adver sar y r el at i onshi p among par t i es and ai ms mer el y at a

bal ance among compet i ng i nt er est s . I f i t f ur t her s emanci pat or y ends, i t does

so unconsci ousl y, si nce i t does not r equi r e t he i nst i t ut i onal i zat i on of di scour se

i n t he sense di scussed . Haber mas has document ed a number of i l l usor y f or ms

of di scour se, i ncl udi ng var i ous ki nds of negot i at i on and ar bi t r at i on i n whi ch

speci al i nt er est s ar e r epr esent ed . I n t hese cases, di scour se i s a mat t er of soci al

convent i on . I n r eal i t y, deci si ons ar e bei ng made on t he basi s of t he

di st r i but i on of power and t he i mpl i ci t t hr eat of sanct i ons . Par t i cul ar l y

i nt er est i ng i n t hi s cont ext ar e par l i ament ar y debat es, wher e t he f or mat f or

ar gument i s cl ear l y di scur si ve and t he par t i ci pant s at t empt as much as

possi bl e t o di sgui se t he exer ci se of power and t hus mai nt ai n t he appear ance of

63



RONALD SCHWARTZ

di scour se . The boundar y- l i ne bet ween par l i ament ar y behavi our and

aut hent i c di scouse i s not easi l y dr awn . On t he one hand, t her e i s t he quest i on

of whet her i t i s t he i nt ent i on of t he par t i ci pant s t o ar r i ve at mut ual

under st andi ng . On t he ot her hand, i f i t i s possi bl e t o i magi ne t he out come

changi ng si mpl y by al t er i ng t he st r uct ur e and composi t i on of par l i ament ar y

r epr esent at i on, t hen di scour se i s t o t hat ext ent cor r espondi ngl y absent . The

out come of aut hent i c di scour se woul d be i nvar i ant under t hi s ki nd of

st r uct ur al t r ansf or mat i on . Or , i n Haber mas' s wor ds : " communi cat i on wi l l

not be hi nder ed by const r ai nt s ar i si ng f r om i t s own st r uct ur e . " 36

A pol i t i cs based on di scour se woul d have a whol l y di f f er ent char act er . Not

subj ect t o power const r ai nt s, i t coul d not successf ul l y i gnor e or suppr ess

cl ai ms or i gi nat i ng f r om t he r el at i vel y power l ess . So f ar as such gr oups ar e

admi t t ed i nt o di scour se, and ar e wi l l i ng t o engage al ong wi t h ot her par t i es i n

di scur si ve exami nat i on, out comes can onl y r ef l ect t he i nher ent f ai r ness and

r easonabl eness of demands . Di scour se may her e f unct i on as t he onl y means

t hr ough whi ch t he weak can f i nd a voi ce . To t he ext ent t hat we appl y not i ons

l i ke " j ust i ce" and " f r eedom" t o si t uat i ons, we al r eady r ecogni ze t hi s poi nt

i nt ui t i vel y . Haber mas has pr ovi ded a def i ni t i on i n t er ms of di scour se of t he

concept s of t r ut h, f r eedom, and j ust i ce as t hey ar e r eal i zed under condi t i ons of

pur e i nt er subj ect i vi t y . These t er ms r ef er t o symmet r i es i n t he " di st r i but i on of

asser t i on and di sput at i on, r evel at i on and hi di ng, pr escr i pt i on and f ol l owi ng

among t he par t ner s of communi cat i on . " 37 Thus t he achi evement of

t r ut h r equi r es " unr est r i ct ed di scussi on, " ; f r eedom r equi r es t hat " based on

t he mut ual i t y of uni mpai r ed sel f - r epr esent at i on . . . i t i s possi bl e t o achi eve

subt l e near ness al ong wi t h i nvi ol abl e di st ance among t he par t ner s, " ; and

j ust i ce r equi r es t hat " uni ver sal under st andi ng ; exi st s as wel l as t he necessi t y of

uni ver sal i zed nor ms . " 38 Under t he condi t i ons def i ned by t hese t hr ee

symmet r i es i t ought t o be possi bl e f or i nt er pr et at i ons of t he " good l i f e" based

on cul t ur al t r adi t i ons t o be br ought i nt o publ i c vi ew, f ul l y under st ood by al l

par t i es, and t hen enact ed accor di ng t o st andar ds of j ust i ce . Yet t he

r equi r ement t hat t hese t hr ee symmet r i es be si mul t aneousl y r eal i zed - t hat i s,

not one at t he expense of anot her - woul d cer t ai nl y seem t o excl ude a

conver gent sol ut i on. Speaki ng pr act i cal l y, di scour se must al l owf or a var i et y

of i nt er pr et at i ons of exact l y what t he good l i f e means .

Wher e Haber mas has hi msel f f al t er ed i s i n appl yi ng t he di scur si ve model of

pol i t i cs i n a cl ass- di vi ded i ndust r i al soci et y . Mar xi smcoul d be cer t ai n of t he

uni t y of t heor y and pr act i ce si nce bot h wer e aspect s of t he uni ver sal i t y of t he

pr ol et ar i at ' s st at us as a gr oup . Thi s i nsi ght meant i ni t i al l y as assur ed har mony

bet ween pr ocesses of enl i ght enment and t he r eal i zat i on of pr ol et ar i an

i nt er est s . But t o t he ext ent t hat t he pr act i cal r eal i zat i on of t hose i nt er est s came

t o be associ at ed wi t h t he or gani zat i on of t he Communi st Par t y, st r at egi c

consi der at i ons i n mobi l i zi ng t he masses t ook: pr ecedence over t he at t ai nment

of t r ut h, and t hus t heor y di vi des i nt o, on t he one hand, or gani zat i onal
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quest i ons, and, on t he ot her , i deol ogi cal or t hodoxy . Haber mas' s

commi t ment , however , i t not t o t he pr ol et ar i at as a gr oup, but t o di scour se as

bot h a means of val i dat i ng t r ut h cl ai ms and an ar ena f or col l ect i ve wi l l -

f or mat i on . I n t hi s r egar d, t he Par t y sol ut i on r ut hl essl y suppr esses di scour se .

Yet a number of pr obl ems ar i se i n appl yi ng t o r el at i ons bet ween cl asses a

t her apeut i c model bor r owed f r om psychoanal ysi s . The r ul i ng cl ass and t he

r ul ed cl ass ar e i n no sense pr esumed equal s . The exi st ence of bot h gr oups as

opponent s i s expl ai ned i n t er ms of pr evai l i ng st r uct ur es of domi nat i on . The

wor ki ng cl ass can har dl y expect t he r ul i ng cl ass t o engage wi l l i ngl y i n a

di al ogue t he suppr essi on of whi ch i s absol ut el y essent i al t o t he mai nt enance of

i t s own pr i vi l eges . But mor e i mpor t ant l y, t he wor ki ng cl ass must l i kewi se see

i t s own exi st ence as a pat hol ogi cal sympt omdue t o condi t i ons of domi nat i on,

and t hus must ar gue f or i t s own abol i t i on as a gr oup wi t h a soci al i dent i t y .

Thi s posi t i on i s ver y di f f er ent f r om Mar xi sm, wher e t he uni ver sal i t y of t he

pr ol et ar i at was assur ed and nat ur al i st i cal l y gr ounded i n Mar xi st t heor y .

Regar dl ess of t hese di f f i cul t i es, i t may never t hel ess st i l l be possi bl e t o appl y

a di scur si ve model of pol i t i cs t o r el at i ons bet ween cl asses . 39 The

i nst i t ut i onal i zat i on of di scour se, however , has t he ef f ect of openi ng soci et y t o

di scussi on of what ar e ul t i mat el y " cl assl ess" i ssues - namel y, r eal democr at i c

par t i ci pat i on i n col l ect i ve deci si ons as wel l as f ul l access f or ever yone t o t he

soci et y- wi de i nt er pr et at i on of needs . What I woul d l i ke t o poi nt out i s a

f undament al di f f er ence bet ween cl ass pol i t i cs and a pol i t i cs of di ver si t y . For

t he l at t er does not r equi r e a pat hol ogi cal sel f - i dent i f i cat i on . Qui t e t o t he

cont r ar y, pat hol ogy i n t hi s i nst ance assumes t he f or m of t he l oss of t he

capaci t y t o speak f or onesel f , whi l e di scour se pr ovi des an occasi on f or t he

r evel at i on of di f f er ences . Thi s di st i nct i on al so r esol ves, I t hi nk, Haber mas' s

pr obl em of r el at i ng st r uggl e and enl i ght enment , whi ch i n a cl ass cont ext

appear t o be mut ual l y excl usi ve . St r uggl e si gni f i es an asser t i on of wi l l

gr ounded i n al r eady ef f ect i ve di scour se, whi l e enl i ght enment t akes t he f or mof

a " t her apeut i c" di scour se t hat must assume t hat pr evai l i ng condi t i ons ar e

pat hol ogi cal and t hat act i on i s t her ef or e i mpossi bl e unt i l a new under st andi ng

has been achi eved . But f or a gr oup at t empt i ng t o r est or e i t s i nt egr i t y and

aut onomy, t he si t uat i on i s r adi cal l y di f f er ent . Recogni t i on and under st andi ng

of one' s pl i ght - i . e . , pr ocesses of enl i ght enment - ser ve t o r eveal bases f or

an i dent i t y r at her t han act i ng t o under mi ne i t . At t he same t i me, st r uggl e i t sel f

ai ms at secur i ng condi t i ons f or unr est r i ct ed di scour se .

To whomi s Haber mas' s cr i t i cal t heor y addr essed? Hi s own answer i s hi ghl y

ambi guous - i n par t because t her e i s no r ef er ence t o t he act ual gr oups

i mpl i cat ed by t he t heor y or t o t hei r concr et e pot ent i al . I nst ead, Haber mas

advocat es wai t i ng unt i l t he " i nst i t ut i onal pr econdi t i ons f or pr act i cal di scour se

among t he gener al publ i c ar e f ul f i l l ed . " 4° Yet t he cyni ci sm pr evai l i ng i n

moder n soci et i es seems t o di smi ss any possi bi l i t y f or t he pr act i cal r eal i zat i on

of di scour se i n pol i t i cs . Haber mas wr i t es :
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. . . a t endency has set i n t o r ej ect as i l l usi on t he cl ai m t hat

pol i t i cal and pr act i cal quest i ons may be cl ar i f i ed

di scur si vel y . . . I n t he mass democr aci es of t he advanced

capi t al i st i c soci al syst ems, t he bour geoi s i deas of f r eedom

and sel f - det er mi nat i on ar e bei ng const r i ct ed and have

yi el ded t o t he " r eal i st i c" i nt er pr et at i on t hat pol i t i cal

di scour se i n publ i c, i n pol i t i cal par t i es and or gani zat i ons,

i s i n any case mer e appear ance and wi l l r emai n such under

al l concei vabl e ci r cumst ances . 41

I n t he end, Haber mas' s pol i t i cal r ecommendat i ons ar e r emar kabl y t ame .

Wi t hout f undament al l y quest i oni ng t he or gani zat i on of i ndust r i al soci et y, he

speaks of ways of ext endi ng t he r ange of publ i c par t i ci pat i on i n deci si on-

maki ng . Admi ni st r at i ve excl usi veness and t echnocr at i c i deol ogy ar e t o gi ve

way t o a gr eat er r esponsi veness t o i nf or med col l ect i ve consci ousness . Gi ven

t he r adi cal cl ai ms made f or di scour se i t sel f , t he moder at i on of Haber mas' s

ut opi an vi si on i s at t he ver y l east somewhat suspect . The ext ent t o whi ch t he

exi st i ng pol i t i cal , economi c, and t echnol ogi cal or gani zat i on can wi t hst and

f ul l di scur si ve exami nat i on r emai ns an absol ut el y cr uci al quest i on . To assume

t hat i t wi l l be l ef t l ar gel y unal t er ed j ust because i t i s essent i al t o human sur vi val

i s t o admi t t o a cyni cal r eal i sm not compat i bl e wi t h Haber mas' s expr essed

i nt ent i ons . On t he ot her hand, per haps Haber mas' s unwi l l i ngness t o di r ect l y

consi der t hi s quest i on i s l i nked t o hi s i nsi st ence on t he t heor y of soci al

evol ut i on .

Depar t ment of Soci ol ogy

Memor i al Uni ver si t y of Newf oundl and

Not es

An ear l i er ver si on of t hi s paper was r ead i n t he sessi on " The Soci al and Pol i t i cal

I mpl i cat i ons of Soci ol ogi cal Theor y, " at t he annual meet i ng of t he Canadi an Soci ol ogy and

Ant hr opol ogy Associ at i on, Saskat oon, June 1979 . I woul d l i ke t o t hank Jer emy Shapi r o and

Vol ker Mej a f or t hei r hel pf ul comment s and r ewar di ng di scussi on, as wel l as t he anonymous

r evi ewer s f or t hi s Jour nal f or suggest i ons on r evi si ons .

I .

	

For t he cr i t i que of t he Enl i ght enment , see Max Hor khei mer and Theodor Ador no, Di al ect i c

of Enl i ght enment , New Yor k : Seabur y Pr ess, 1972 ; f or t he cr i t i que of Mar xi sm, see Al br echt

Wel l mer , Cr i t i cal Theor y of Soci et y, New Yor k : Her der and Her der , 1971 ; t he pr obl em of

t echnocr acy i s di scussed i n Haber mas' s essay " Technol ogy and Sci ence as ` I deol ogy" ' i n

Jur gen Haber mas, Towar d a Rat i onal Soci et y, Bost on: Beacon Pr ess, 1970; t he r el at i onshi p

of st at e and ci vi l soci et y i n l at e capi t al i sm i s di scussed i n Haber mas' s Legi t i mat i on Cr i si s,

Bost on: Beacon Pr ess, 1973 ; f or t he conser vat i ve r esponse t o t echnol ogi cal soci et y see Rober t

Ni sbet , Communi t y and Power , New Yor k : Oxf or d Uni ver si t y Pr ess, 1962, Jacques El l ul , The

6 6



POLI TI CS OF DI SCOURSE

Technol ogi cal Soci et y, New Yor k : Random House, 1964, or any of t he numer ous wor ks of

I van I l l i ch .

2 .

	

I n gener al , i t has r emai ned f or Haber mas' s Nor t h Amer i can i nt er pr et er s t o st r ess t he pot ent i al

of hi s t heor y f or i nf or mi ng decent r al i st and ant i - i nst i t ut i onal r adi cal i sm: communi t y act i on

and cooper at i ve movement s, " peopl e- or i ent ed" al t er nat e t echnol ogy, t he r i ght s of women,

mi nor i t i es, et c . See Tr ent Schr oyer ' s di scussi on and cr i t i que of Haber mas i n t he Cr i t i que of

Domi nat i on, New Yor k : Geor ge Br azi l l er , 1973.

3 . Thi s di scussi on of Haber mas' s t heor y of communi cat i ve compet ence i s par t l y based on

mat er i al f r om t he Chr i st i an Gauss l ect ur es at Pr i ncet on i n t he Spr i ng of 1971 gr aci ousl y

pr ovi ded by Jer emy Shapi r o.

4 . " Towar d a Theor y of Communi cat i ve Compet ence" i n Hans Pet er Dr ei t zel , Recent Soci ol ogy

No. 2, London : Col l i er - MacMi l l an, 1970, p . 129 .

5 . I bi d

6 .
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