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Historiography and Constructing the Modern Nation-
State in Turkey
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@23y Loy cljill qusla (na paill ag=il " il 2 lill & 3gjbl” Gela jUbY 3a gang «nilaisll (ulall go &_2thd
@aiaaa GilS giyjgall go dclas lal xih enill "ons jill alill areas” guy wli @i clls Gaailg .algall aaglga
gav (iblgall } anl algall waa ga @li @lawil ¢na agjlill Juglig (Jg—vlilllg eyl gu dlnll ALyl arwlwil
/1g12)lg Iglh Laiy &yliall glin @ad jill 31 yisagih 813 "nSill 3yl Gag)b” G036 2lg (riliga wlls
algall cnawll Aujlill 1jlb] angblil ada s 4 aél . Jgulilll aislw @adl @a Ji aauasll uge il Js o\l wig
W2 o aia qyall Jaiil @padll ay)lill Gjglai qnsyill Ll alis dalcl dlac gf cul &)Ll j32ig .yllasl]
aé\lall cilaih (il Glealpall gi Las . jaill ap Glulal aiilgy gpé wle padill " @hi" ulb jic Jlas (ahna
QL Ayl cna ensyill (Gg=ll jga o Mclll @l Galbbg 1938 diw ailag Ay cnatlulll cnblally
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Following Mustafa Kemal's 1923 declaration of its establishment, the modern state of Turkey found itself before
the issue of erecting the pillars of its fledgling national identity. In investigating what connects the nationalist
dimension to the geographic, history is employed so as to bridge the gap between the two. It thereby became
a field of interpretation and a source for the weaving-together of the fledgling state's ideological framework.
The Kemali project caused a rift with the Ottoman past and, within this framework, the Turkish History Thesis
emerged to reexamine the history of the Turks in a way that served the state narrative of events. To make this
possible, the "Turkish History Society" was established, for which a number of historians were recruited with the
primary objective of proving the link between the Turks and Anatolia, and interpreting history in total congruence
with the state objective of fusing all citizens together within a single mold of identity. The Turkish History
Thesis offered a chauvinistic vision of the Turks: they were the builders of civilization everywhere they went,
the forefathers of all ancient peoples—and the oldest, in fact, ever to inhabit Anatolia. This thesis created a
framework for the official history of the Kemali state. It bears mentioning that the process of rewriting Turkish
history extended beyond ancient history and included the recent past, where Mustafa Kemal was careful to
impose his narrative of the circumstances of the war of liberation, by way of the famous "Nutuk" speech. What's
more, the reviews that included the relationship to the Islamic past, after his death in 1938, made use of Islam to
raise the prestige of the Turkish ethnicity within Islamic history.

Keywords: Mustafa Kemal, Turkish History Thesis, Nutuk, Turks and Islam.
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