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Comment 
 
"This book reports on a remarkable four-year experiment in the application of scientific method to the 
development and delivery of software products. Participants in the experiment included seven well-reput-
ed universities, and four industries, spanning a range of sizes, and drawn from different industrial sectors. 
Over 157 person-years were expended in total. 
 

This book conveys the fruits of the experience gained in the project. It gives a clear record of the successes 
of the project and of the challenges that remain. It should be studied by researchers who strive to advance 
the state of the art of programming in industry; also by innovative industries, wishing to judge the adequa-
cy of the current state of the art to meet their future software development needs. 
 

Above all, it should be read by all who are interested in a successful model of industrial and academic 
collaboration, and who wish such experiments to be repeated."  [Tony Hoare, Microsoft Research]  
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