
 

International Journal of Life Sciences 
Available online at www.sciencescholar.us 
Vol. 5 No. 1, April 2021, pages: 1-13 
e-ISSN: 2550-6986, p-ISSN: 2550-6994 
https://doi.org/10.29332/ijls.v5n1.1120  

 

 

1 

 

 

International Environmental Law and Its Legal Implication 
 
 
 
 

Antonio Vázquez Pérez a, Dolores Rosalía Cedeño Meza b, Ángel Fabián Erazo Chávez c, Mayra 
Alejandra Moreira Macías d, Lenin Rodrigo Guerrero Cedeño e  

 
 

Manuscript submitted: 27 February 2021, Manuscript revised: 18 March 2021, Accepted for publication: 9 April 2021 
 

Corresponding Author a  Abstract 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The objective of the work is to offer a reflection of the place that international 
environmental law occupies as and its influence so that, at the internal level of 
the countries, binding norms are adopted, in the interest of environmental 
protection. The relevance of environmental law consists of the need to achieve 
regulatory solutions, to the pressure to which environmental systems are 
subjected. It is necessary to regulate the behaviors that imply consequences on 
the environment, to be managed through the law as legal norms that ensure 
respect for nature and achieve sustainable development. The analysis is carried 
out in a temporary context of 30 years, since the branch of law emerged on an 
international scale, with the constitutional movement in some Latin American 
countries and especially in Ecuador. For this, the comparative legal method was 
applied and the Desk Research method of investigation was used for the 
bibliographic review. The influence of international norms for the current 
development of Ecuadorian environmental law is exposed. 
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1   Introduction 
 

The new environmental problems that arise require specific legal treatment. The interests of the international 
protection of the environment and its effects at the level of the national sovereignty of the countries, for the 
treatment of the effects and adaptation to climate change and the protection of the ozone layer, requires a 
differentiated legal treatment, but that Respond to international agreements and treaties (Lagos, 2005; 
Ribadeneira, 2016; Vastag et al., 1996; Cooter, 1994). 

International environmental law is in constant systemic transformation. Its development is based on a 
constant process of structural adaptation to the dynamics of social actors at the international level and for this 
it incorporates new elements of analysis into its theoretical structure (Giles, 2003; Sesma, Díaz and Müller, 
2004). During the second half of the 20th century, voices began to rise at the international level, which 
advocated bringing to the legal discussion the need to strengthen international environmental law. The rapid 
increase in the number of international cooperation agencies and agencies for environmental treatment 
contributed to promoting spaces within the United Nations for the emergence and development of this new 
branch of law. 

In the context of the development of international environmental law, discussion in the academic field has 
gained space on the problem of binding and non-binding regulation (Baxter, 1980; Jaquenod, 1991; Thürer, 
2000; Pastor, 2002). What has been analyzed above allows us to assume the low level of application of 
international legal regulations on environmental law, especially for Latin American countries, where there is a 
tendency to make the application of environmental regulations more flexible under the criterion of benefiting 
economic development.  

At the international level, the situation is not very different, as there are no suitable jurisdictional 
mechanisms to require compliance with the environmental agreements assumed. In this way, it can be seen 
that international environmental law has a tint of especially political and programmatic law, so it can be said 
that regulations on the environment at the international level are configured as non-binding norms that 
promote a certain regulatory relaxation. The objective of the work is to promote the analysis and discussion of 
the place that international environmental law occupies as a non-binding regulatory platform and its 
influence so that, at the internal level of the countries, more and more regulations are adopted with a binding 
nature in the interest of environmental protection.  
 
 

2   Materials and Methods 
 

The comparative legal method was applied to establish the influence of international environmental law, as a 
source for the establishment of national norms and regulations with a binding nature, which manage to 
increase the effectiveness of this type of law. In the discussion of the results, some reasoned criteria are 
reflected, which allow raising the debate about international environmental law as a type of flexible law, 
which needs to be strengthened in the interest of safeguarding the legal effectiveness of this right. 

All this allowed to establish as a research hypothesis that: international environmental law arose and is 
maintained as a set of non-binding regulations, which implies a wide flexibility in compliance with 
environmental regulations that threatens their effective compliance, therefore It requires the incorporation of 
binding regulations and standards that increase the legal effectiveness of this right. 

The research is based on a descriptive bibliographic review work, which made it possible to characterize 
international environmental law, as an integration of regulations and norms that offer an important level of 
flexibility for their compliance as non-binding regulations, which is not conducive to achieve a higher level of 
legal effectiveness for this right.  

For this, a bibliographic review of books, articles, manuals, laws, regulations, conventions, agreements and 
other documents from primary sources was carried out, which offered information in the interest of delving 



IJLS                         e-ISSN : 2550-6986  p-ISSN : 2550-6994  

Pérez, A. V., Meza, D. R. C., Chávez, Ángel F. E., Macías, M. A. M., & Cedeño, L. R. G. (2021). International 

environmental law and its legal implication. International Journal of Life Sciences, 5(1), 1-13. 

https://doi.org/10.29332/ijls.v5n1.1120 

3 

into the subject studied, for which theresearch method was applied. DeshResearch (Hofman and Sutherland, 
2018), which involved the use of existing data, which were collected, analyzed and summarized to increase 
the overall effectiveness of the research, produce critical analyzes and reach precise conclusions on the 
subject studied (Hernández, Fernández and Baptista, 2010; Millard et al., 2001; Law et al., 2002). 
 
 

3   Results and Discussions 
 

The precautionary principle in international environmental law 
 
The precautionary principle set out in the Rio Declaration (UN, 1992a), has a lot to do with the non-binding 
nature of international environmental law. The purpose of the declaration was to protect the environment. It 
is emphasized that the states must broadly apply the precautionary criterion according to their capacities. 
Where there is danger of serious or irreversible damage, the lack of absolute scientific certainty should not be 
used as a reason to delay the adoption of cost-effective measures to prevent environmental degradation. 

It is pointed out that it should be borne in mind, no matter how commonplace it may seem, we live 
increasingly submerged in a risky society, in the face of which the various disciplines of knowledge and 
knowledge cannot be oblivious to it. This demand or contemporary reality represents a permanent challenge 
from its own conceptual framework to the institutions and branches that concern it, including by the way the 
issue of the principles of international environmental law. 

The precautionary principle must be applied in today's highly technical society, especially in decision-
making processes in conditions of ignorance and uncertainty. For some situations, the irreversibility of the 
catastrophic damage does not allow a sensible reference to a repair or compensation. Especially precaution 
makes sense when science does not offer an answer or there is conflict between different experts (Riechman 
and Tickner, 2002). 

A group of non-governmental organizations in the field of biotechnology has proposed an equation to 
efficiently postulate the principle of Caution: Scientific uncertainty + Suspicion of damage = Precautionary 
action (Artigas, 2001; Covaci et al., 2011; Scanlon, 2007). But everything is not rosy, because in the legal 
debate criteria are used that try to minimize the importance and validity of the precautionary principle of 
international environmental law. It is even pointed out that it is practically a dialectical trap and is sometimes 
used as a weapon to support a policy in defense of an impossible security, based on society's concern for food 
safety and the environment. The truth is that these positions are defended by some representatives of the 
industry. Instead, it should be noted that, due to the polluting and predatory nature associated with the 
intensive use of natural resources, the industry must not fail to observe this principle and must reach 
reasonable interpretations, departing from conceptual extremism (Riechman and Tickner, 2002 ). 

The essence of the precautionary principle is that society cannot wait, until all the answers are known, 
before adopting measures that protect the health of society and the environment from potential harm. Those 
who do not agree with the precautionary principle and adopt decisions based on technologies or activities 
that have not been properly tested or evaluated, place in the hands of society the responsibility of 
demonstrating that the technology or activity is unsafe or dangerous and how it has been appreciated 
Throughout history, it is society itself that pays for the effects of incorrect decisions, which, appreciated in 
good law, is unfair. 

Analyzing the aforementioned, it can be seen that the concepts of the precautionary principle are placed 
before a scenario of conceptual confrontation. On the one hand, those who defend concepts based on 
ecological criteria aimed at reducing contemporary risks; and on the other, a vision focused on simple 
utilitarianism, which is committed to risk management and the benefits that this entails, as part of the process 
of growth and human well-being. Both positions from its extremes would be pernicious. It is necessary to find 
the equilibrium point from the legal systems and the results achieved in scientific knowledge. 

 For the legal solution aimed at finding the balance point between the two positions analyzed above, it is 
necessary to safeguard the conceptual pre-eminences of the precautionary principle of international 
environmental law. For this, the characteristics that distinguish said principle must be considered a priori.  

When examining the existence of irreversible damage, it is not about assessing any type of environmental 
impact. It is about assessing the activities that lead to possible complex situations that represent a non-return 



          e-ISSN: 2550-6986  p-ISSN: 2550-6994 

IJLS   Vol. 5 No. 1, April 2021, pages: 1-13 

4 

to normal condition. These include the extinction of species, habitats or ecosystems, the interruption, 
alteration or modification of essential ecological processes. All of which can represent a potential risk to the 
balance of the environment. 

It is recognized that there is no absolute scientific certainty, but there must be solid evidence validated by 
scientific information, which allows defining a hypothesis about a potential risk of a serious or irreversible 
nature. Any simplistic interpretation of the change in the environment as potentially harmful cannot be 
acceptable. The measures to mitigate the potential risk must be adopted prior to the evaluation of the impact 
in economic, social, environmental and health terms. Each of the elements must be evaluated by determining 
the costs and benefits that the application of restrictive measures entail, as well as those that would derive 
from inaction. 

The measures must respond to the desired level of protection, since in some cases a total restriction may 
be the only possible variable. In other situations, less radical measures may be more appropriate, such as 
requiring further investigation or information from society regarding possible risks. The measures adopted 
must not be discriminatory and are required to be applied equally in similar situations. The use of trade 
barriers should be avoided under the pretext of protecting the environment. The measures must be 
provisional and variable. They require submission to scientific review and when it is concluded that the 
danger of harm is not serious or irreversible, the restriction must be lifted or modified as appropriate. 
Similarly, when a higher risk is indicated, more severe measures should be taken. The distinctive features of 
the precautionary principle are shown in Figure 1. 

 

 
Figure 1. Distinctive characteristics of the precautionary principle 

Source: own elaboration from Andalusia 2002 
 
The precautionary principle constitutes the essence for the normative policy of international environmental 
law. International regulations are based on the risk of environmental damage, rather than its consequences. 
This may entail a conflictual relationship between production relations and their economic results, with 
measures aimed at preserving the preservation of environmental conditions that guarantee sustainable 
development and, within them, regulation of the use of non-renewable natural resources. 

 
Normative considerations on environmental law at the international level 
 
In this way, at the international level, the legal approach to environmental problems began to gain greater 
importance, later leading to the conclusion of other international instruments on the environment such as: the 
Rio Declaration on Environment and Development (UN, 1992a), the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UN, 1992b), the Convention on Biological Diversity (UN, 1992c) and the Kyoto Protocol on 
Change Climate (UN, 1998). 

Other international agreements signed for the protection of the environment are: Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (UN, 1973); Cartagena Protocol on 
Biosafety (UN, 2003); International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UN, 1961); 
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Cartagena Convention on the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment in the Caribbean Region 
(UN, 1983a); Protocol Relating to Cooperation to Combat Oil Spills in the Wider Caribbean Region (UN, 
1983b); Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer (UN, 1985); Montreal Protocol on 
Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer (UN, 1989); Basel Convention on the Transboundary Movement of 
Hazardous Wastes (UN, 1992d); Framework Convention on Climate Change (UN, 1992e); Rotterdam 
Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure Applicable to Certain Pesticides and Chemicals in 
International Trade (UN, 2004a); Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (UN, 2004b). 

In 2000, 189 countries adopted the Millennium Declaration (UN, 2000) in New York, which strengthened 
the importance of sustainable development, recognizing the need for economic growth with a focus on the 
poor and respect for human rights. In 2002, 190 countries attended the United Nations World Summit on 
Sustainable Development in Johannesburg (ECLAC, 2002), focused on development and poverty eradication 
with a legal-economic focus on public-private partnerships. In 2012, the UN held the third Conference on 
Sustainable Development, known as Rio + 20, which convened 192 member states. The result was a non-
binding document called The Future We Want (UN, 2012), where States renewed their commitments to 
sustainable development and the promotion of a future that respects the rights of future generations. 

The fight to face climate change gave way to the Paris Agreement (UN, 2015) and the signatory countries 
pledged to do everything possible to prevent the planet's average temperature from exceeding 2 ° C, 
compared to pre-industrial levels. The relationship between human rights and climate change was recognized 
in its preamble. Having been ratified by almost every country in the world, it represents a potential 
instrument of international law. 

A contemporary milestone of great relevance is Advisory Opinion 23 of 2017 on the environment and 
human rights of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (Inter-American Court of Human Rights, 2017). It 
recognized for the first time the right to a healthy environment as fundamental for human existence, as well as 
the impacts of environmental degradation and climate change on human rights. In general, there are currently 
more than 250 international agreements of different types, aimed at environmental protection, which have 
influenced the adoption of constitutional regulatory frameworks in some countries. Examples of this are: the 
Constitution of Peru in 1993 (Democratic Constituent Congress, 1993), the Constitution of Colombia in 2002 
(Sánchez, 2002), that of Chile in 2005 (Constituent Assembly, 2005), the Constitution of Ecuador in 2008 
(Constituent Assembly, 2008) and the Political Constitution of the State of Bolivia (Constituent Assembly, 
2009). But not everything is rosy, as some specialists argue that these rules are in contradiction with trade 
liberalization (WTO, 2016; Sarmiento, 2018). Which leads us to analyze the incidence of signed international 
legal instruments, compared to those who strongly defend trade liberalization. 
 
Non-binding nature of International Environmental Law 
 
Reflection on the non-binding nature of International Environmental Law is at the center of the permanent 
analysis of its sources (Shelton, 2003). The discussion of the subject has gained space in international law, 
beyond the criticisms made by some specialists (Klabbers, 1996) and is considered within the doctrine, as an 
element that has gained its place in the academic debate, on the problem related to the formation and 
adoption of international obligations and responsibilities (Gunther et al., 1988). 

Non-binding norms of international environmental law are considered within the non-traditional sources 
of this type of law. But it is not precisely a concept that always leads to the same interpretation, in relation to 
other international instruments such as the Bruntland Report (UN, 1987) among other no less relevant 
documents. The pre-eminence of non-binding law in international environmental law is understood as a 
distinctive characteristic of this discipline, together with the need for binding law, which allows it to achieve 
adequate legal effectiveness.  

The non-binding law is normatively manifested through two meanings: the first in the norm-making 
processes; in the second, when they appear in regulations that lack binding legal force, as in the cases of 
programs, resolutions, strategies, statements, conference proceedings, reports from expert groups, codes of 
conduct, among others (Valencia, 2008). The applicative dimension becomes evident when resolutions are 
published in the application of agreements that are not binding or in the presence of flexible and little 
consolidated institutions, where agile and flexible mechanisms must be used.  
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The significance of the non-binding rule in relation to international environmental law lies in the fact that 
it fosters the progressive development of new international and national law in general, as well as offers a 
relative harmonization of environmental law with the global socio-cultural standards that are currently 
manifested (Birnie and Boyle, 2002). It is important to note that international law as a whole is characterized 
by flexible, non-binding rules, which characterize it as a non-binding regulatory system. Especially on the 
environmental issue, it tends to shy away from the type of totalizing regulation and focuses on specific aspects 
of environmental problems. Therefore, it becomes a regulatory framework with a residual focus, by 
undertaking regulations that do not have an autonomous nature, as they are closely related to other sectors of 
international law (Valencia, 2008). 

Non-binding regulation for international environmental law means a regulatory instrument that enables 
the projection of legal criteria and environmental principles that, without being mandatory, can establish a 
future path in the international, national and community regulatory system. That is why some specialists 
consider it as pre-law (Valencia, 2008). In the case of international environmental law, although a declaration 
does not impose legal obligations on states at the time of its adoption, it is clear that it acquires a binding 
meaning, when it is accepted and included as part of the constitutional rights of a state. A characteristic of 
non-binding regulation is that it takes effect through influence and not as an expression of positive law. It is a 
regulatory tool and is not based on the formal consequences of the violation for its effectiveness as a violation 
of the law, but on the general belief that soft law represents an officially accepted ethical and moral standard. 

The non-binding character guides behavior and applies influence in a less tangible way and tends to 
disguise itself in the ostensible authority of the state and owes much of its effectiveness to that fact. It is 
typically defined as a non-legally binding law. However, it can have practical and indirect legal effects. Soft law 
does not create as strong an obligation to comply with its dictates as hard law, but it does carry its own unique 
advantages. Therefore, political scientists use the term soft law to describe the rules that guide behavior, but 
have not yet reached the formal status of hard or binding law. The following Table 1 shows the characteristic 
features that differentiate binding regulation from non-binding regulation. 
 

Table 1 
Differences between binding and non-binding 

 
Regulation Binding Regulation Non-regulation 

Respond directly to regulatory challenges Treaties cannot respond to new challenges at the 
regulatory level. 

It establishes clearly defined obligations for the 
entire society or subjects determined by law. 

Because it is sometimes difficult to reach an 
agreement between the parties, they do not want 
to assume obligations that are not clearly 
defined. 

It invokes the political will of the ruling regime. 
It is approved by the legislative body and 
sanctioned by the President. 

Sometimes the consent of parties that do not 
have the capacity to sign a treaty under the rules 
of a convention is necessary. 

The processes of repeal and modification of laws 
can be more dynamic. 

Adopting or amending a treaty could take 
decades. 

Laws are mandatory, regardless of the will of the 
people. 

The consequences of non-compliance are more 
limited. 

Laws are permanently subject to legal and 
constitutional control over their compliance.  
Whoever violates the law is legally liable for his 
actions. 

States can avoid the process of ratifying national 
treaties and perhaps escape democratic 
responsibility for the policy they agreed to. 
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Environmental law in Latin America 
 
The first notions of environmental protection in Latin America emerge from the consciousness of native 
peoples for the protection of the Pacha Mama. An ancestral idea that encompasses respect and adoration for 
nature, as an essential deity for the existence of all living beings on Earth.  

Environmental law is a relatively recent specialized branch of law, which in its formation process has 
consolidated principles and concepts that make up the foundation of environmental institutionality, to ensure 
the constitutional guarantees of citizens (Ribadeneira, 2016). It arises from the need to legally protect natural 
resources. For this, the protection of the environment must be regulated, understanding the importance it has 
for the life of society. 

Other authors point out that it is a branch of law that emerges from a combination of techniques, rules and 
legal instruments, to achieve the protection of all the elements that make up the natural and human 
environment, through a set of legal provisions that, due to their interdisciplinary nature They do not admit 
divided regimes and reciprocally condition and influence the scope of all existing legal and scientific branches 
(Jaquenod, 1991). In the constitutional law of Latin American countries in recent decades, environmental law 
has been developing with significant attention. The Political Constitution of the State of Bolivia (Constituent 
Assembly, 2009), establishes responsibility in the use of resources from nature and the rights inherent to it. It 
alludes to nature as Mother Earth, as part of the discourse related to the ancestral cultural values and 
traditions of indigenous peoples. 

In the 1993 Constitution of Peru (Democratic Constituent Congress, 1993), a chapter is dedicated to the 
environmental issue, called the environment and natural resources. In the Peruvian constitutional text, it can 
be seen that the protection and promotion of natural resources is established as an obligation of the State and 
the enjoyment of a balanced and adequate environment for the development of life is constituted as a 
fundamental right. In the Constitution of 2005 (Constituent Assembly, 2005) in Chile, the right of people to 
live in an environment free of contamination is established. It can be seen that, in terms of the rights of nature, 
such a statement is very brief and does not proceed to promote actions to prevent damage to nature, until it 
affects the environment where people live. It is clear that the precautionary principle was far from the idea of 
the Chilean constitutional legislators in 2005. 

In article 9 (Constituent Assembly, 2009) it establishes the essential purpose and function of the State, in 
addition to those established by the Constitution and the law. : “Promote and guarantee the responsible and 
planned use of natural resources, and promote their industrialization, through the development and 
strengthening of the productive base in its different dimensions and levels, as well as the conservation of the 
environment, for the well-being of current and future generations ”. In general, most Latin American 
constitutions address the environmental issue as a constitutional right. It is made clear that the exploitation 
and use of natural resources should not be indiscriminate, protecting the right to guarantee good living for 
current and future generations. On the other hand, it is recognized as a fundamental right to enjoy a healthy 
and ecologically balanced environment. 

Thus, starting from Stockholm in 1972 with the celebration of the World Summit on Human Environment, 
the International Declaration on the Environment (UN, 1972) was proclaimed, which represented a call for 
the survival of humanity and the bases to consider the Earth as a suitable place for human life (Sarmiento, 
2018). Since then, most of the countries undertook the establishment of policies and legal norms on 
environmental protection. What was a response to environmental problems caused by accelerated economic 
growth in industrialized countries. 
 
Environmental law in Ecuador 
 
As a background to the development of Ecuadorian environmental law, it can be observed that, on January 30, 
1975, the Country signed the Washington Convention (UN, 1940) for the Protection of Flora, Fauna and 
Beauties Scenic Naturals of the Countries of America and during the second half of the 20th century, 
considerable progress was achieved in the field of environmental law at the constitutional level. 

In the Constitution of Ecuador of 1979 (Constituent Assembly, 1979) the right to live in an environment 
free of contamination was established. The duty of the state was endorsed to ensure that this right is not 
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affected and enshrined the protection of nature, referring to a specific law with the aim of establishing 
restrictions on rights or freedoms aimed at protecting the environment. 

In the Political Constitution of 1998 (National Constituent Assembly, 1998), the rights related to the 
environment and natural resources were expanded. A specific section was dedicated to environmental 
protection. The infractions, administrative, civil and criminal sanctions for actions or omissions against the 
norms of protection of the environment were established. environment. The entry of nuclear waste and toxic 
waste into the national territory was prohibited, and the ownership of the action was granted to any natural 
or legal person, in the interest of materializing the protection of the environment. 

This constitution grants special protection to the provinces of the Amazon region, to protect biodiversity in 
the interest of sustainable development. The defense of the natural and cultural heritage of the country and 
the protection of the environment were established as a primary duty of the State. For this, the right to live in 
a healthy, ecologically balanced and pollution-free environment is recognized, as well as the state power to 
expropriate, reserve and control the territory, in order to exercise the conservation of the environment, 
guaranteeing state sovereignty over non-renewable natural resources, biological diversity, natural reserves, 
protected areas and national parks (Vázquez, 2018). 

The Constitution approved in 2008 (Constituent Assembly, 2008), is distinguished by innovative changes 
related to environmental protection. Nature is granted legal personality, and it becomes in fact a subject of law 
and therefore as the holder of the same rights that had only been recognized to human beings and legal 
persons. Una de las cuestiones que más se destaca desde el punto de vista jurídico, está relacionada con la 
modificación de la concepción tradicional, al considerar a la naturaleza como sujeto de derecho. El texto 
constitucional incursiona en la transformación conceptual de varios temas relacionados con el régimen de 
desarrollo y la inclusión del buen vivir o sumak kawsay y los eleva constitucionalmente a factores 
orientadores de la vida (Bedón, 2017). 

The 1998 Constitution opens the possibility for the materialization of novel environmental relations, 
which mark a before and after in the environmental constitutional regulation. It constitutes the culmination of 
a process in this area, of constitutionalization of the environment, which had been developing in Latin 
America. The Constitution of Ecuador of 2008 together with that of Venezuela and Bolivia, are endorsed in 
very similar socio-political and economic spaces, which demonstrated new ways of governing and bet on a 
new world of relationships between man and nature (Macías, 2009). 

International environmental law is a relatively new branch of legal science, although antecedents are 
known dating from the year 1868, when a lawsuit was filed with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire, by a group of farmers concerned about the hunting of insectivorous birds, carried out by 
the highly developed plumage industry in the wake of Victorian fashion, which imposed feathers for ladies' 
hats. The lawsuit asked Emperor Francisco José to sign an international treaty to protect beneficial birds in 
agriculture (Menéndez, 2011). Given the nature of international environmental law, it can be seen that it is 
based on a group of norms and regulations where the non-binding nature of the established regulation 
prevails, which despite this is conducive to the establishment of commitments and agreements signed by the 
countries. , aimed at achieving sustainability through the preservation of natural resources, the care of 
biological diversity and the reduction of environmental pollution through the proper management of natural 
resources (Riechman and Tickner, 2002). 

Environmental law focuses on the production, exploitation and use of natural resources, linked to the 
concepts of sustainable development. The central axis of this right turns in the sense of environmental 
conservation, issues that must be treated as a whole. One should not be prioritized over the other, since 
economic issues and environmental conservation constitute a whole in the interest of guaranteeing 
sustainable development, considering it as the improvement of the quality of human life in harmony with the 
capacity of the ecosystem (Narváez, 2004). 

The legal-environmental problem is an outstanding issue as it has a direct impact on the development of 
society, which is why it experiences a transcendence for the economic, social and environmental development 
of the Country. That is why the prevailing need arises to effectively protect the protection of the environment, 
trying to avoid the degradation of the natural environment to the point that it can disrupt individual and 
collective rights, which implies that the state must intervene to guarantee them. In the Latin American 
constitutions approved in the last 30 years, one can see the inclusion of principles and rules that regulate 
environmental protection and defend the principles of sustainable development. The regulation of the 
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relationships between man, the environment and nature is introduced. For this, the right to a healthy 
environment, ecologically balanced, free of contamination, is recognized as an expression of the fundamental 
rights of people. Which shows the importance of environmental law within the development of modern 
society. 

The Ecuadorian constitution fosters the generation of a new paradigm, not always well interpreted by 
some legal specialists who carry out a technical interpretation from the conceptions of traditional 
constitutionalism, where nature was not considered endowed with legal personality to guarantee good living 
and sustainability for future generations. 

 
 

4   Conclusion 
 

It has been possible to verify the influence exerted by international law on the new Latin American 
constitutionalism, with the aim of ensuring the sustainability of future generations and the rights of human 
beings to live in a healthy environment. The comparative analysis of the Ecuadorian constitutions approved in 
the years 1979, 1998 and 2008, would define that during thirty years important changes took place in the 
constitutional regulatory matter on the environmental issue, which detects a reflection of the influence of 
international environmental law, in interest in the constitutionalization of issues associated with the 
environment, as a binding legal solution for environmental regulations in the interior of the country. 

In the 2008 Constitution, the legislators managed to reflect a broad regulation of the environmental 
concept, which includes a vision aimed at guaranteeing the rights of good living, in harmony and respect for 
the rights of nature. The 2008 Constitution led to the opening of a paradigm in the environmental concept, 
overcoming the protectionist simplification of the environment as an object of law, to establish it as a subject 
of rights, which means the opening of a new perspective for jurisprudence, which does not It only seeks to 
protect nature as an object of law, but considers nature as a subject of rights, which go beyond its mere 
protection to include various dimensions, such as: comprehensive protection, comprehensive reparation, 
sustainable development, interpretation of pro natura rights, sustainable and transversal environmental 
policies. In the man-nature relationship, the 2008 Constitution defined the scope of the Good Living doctrine 
in its different rights, among which the right to a healthy, ecologically balanced environment, free from any 
contamination, can be pointed out, under the vision of the respect for biological diversity and protected areas, 
ensuring sustainable ecological policies, inspired by the use of endogenous renewable resources in the 
territories. 

International environmental law is made up of different norms that regulate the relations between society 
and the environment in a framework of coexistence, cooperation and interdependence, which may or may not 
be institutionalized and whose objective is the international protection of nature. Due to the international 
involvement of environmental law, most of the legal body of this branch of law is characterized by non-
binding norms, which do not imply a mandatory relationship for compliance; but they constitute an 
unquestionable source for the legal system in environmental matters, at the level of the countries that make 
up the United Nations community. Some of the regulations are materialized through international agreements 
and conventions, which, once signed, constitute an ethical and moral requirement for compliance. 
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