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The first which operated between

1877 and 1895 was led by a smill ‘group of h hly educated, professional

cal and social equality b:lween e

ent. ’

wommen who sought complete econbpmic,

the sexes, a status symbolized khy thé po itical right of enfranchis

Labelled'"Wbmen~Rightists" and ex ists these first suffragists weje é

— O T

!

of man and woman who were motivatged by significantly different d;ives. \Ié
|

s reform ethos characteristic 6f the \

A

period, a reform ethos committed|/to surmounting the social disintegrati

i T NI S
.

ition, social gospel and the
|

more politically sophisticated ular reform movements (i.e. those in

*

e food, prison and municipal,re%orm, a

»
4 |

the "new" education) had begun t
06, owing to| industrial and urban growth,

lost in a new era's preoccupatign, _ \ ‘ /
reform suffragists female enfranfhisemen#

as early as 1880. But, after 1

the ideas of social reform seem
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In the hands of the social
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came to mean something very different'from the early days of Women's Rights.
fl ‘? Al

Because they were intent on re-establishing social brﬁer, this more
4‘\‘ - 3 - 1
moderate group defended the social status quo, including the traditional
- 1
allocation of sex roles. The movement lost its socially critical, radical

-

perspective and abandoned the claim to full and equal opportuﬁities for
- :

women. Furthermore, by becominy partners in a middle-class reform alliance,

(4

. - \ > W () . v
the suffragists alienated the women of other“classes. /What the suffrage ¢ :
) [ u
movement lost in radical critique it géineq imfespectability. The"

v

L]
» % -
4 °

=
approval.and support of the middle-class reformers gave the women political

influence and ultimately ‘the vote. Genuine liberation, however,” was deferred

«
~ .

indefin;éely.

bt
VoA

.
"

{
——
.
'
N
[
"
pgomiera

\

2 v .

'
[T T IO

et e i
i
’
-
pe S

© o
pa—y - N N




.bien-&tre de l'enfant, la santé pubhique, lfalimentation‘gaturelle, la

A ABSTRACT _’ ‘

Le Canada a eu deux mouvements de suffrage. Le premier qﬁi a eu liéﬁ
P X : / . i}
entre 1877 et 1895 a.étg dirigé par un petit groupe /de femmes

¥

professfonnelles, hautement qualifides, qui rechercBaient une &galité i

complété, économique, politique et sociale; entre les sexes et un statut ,
>3
apportant 1'affranchissement du droit politique. Désigné sous le nom .
3 - , ) :
"WOqen Rightists" et extrémists, les premiéres suffragettes n'étaient

pas/populaires et leur sociétés furent dispersées ou demeurdrent dans un
o a ~

état de léthargie jusqu'a la fin du dix-neuviéme siacle. ! ,///// .

Le deuxi2me mouvement de suffrage (1906 - 1918), méme s'il était

inéité par les successeurs féministes @e\lé généra;ioh deskpionniérqs
suffragettes, 4 attiré dif;érgnt gprte de gens qui &taient motivées par
.y N
des ambitions diverses. Il s'est développé déns la' classe moyenne pendant
que l'on s'appliquait a réf;rmer les moeurs, caractéristique qs cette ' .
-

. .
™k,

épgque, la réforme de 1'éthos qui s'était vouée a surmonter la

désintéqratioﬁ sociale causée éhr l'urbanisation, et a réintégrer les

- . &

moeurs de la classe moyenne protestante. Les réformistes de la classe ~

moyenne voués A la prohibition, évangile, sociale et mouvements de réforme

séculiers des plus sophistiqués au\point'de vue politique (par example, le

réforme des prisons, la réforme municipale, et 1l'éducation "nouvelle") R

4%

avaient commencé A s*infiltrer dans les premidres”sociegés de suffrage T

» é'sn ®

e : ¢ 7 :

B
. . ‘.
“
? \ ’ » M
- - N ———— R . U SR
A - e s -
x ¥

- .
- . T w - " v 7
- D IO (" ae e ) T ) T 2o D e

‘
o R Sy e

Pa—




P
0l

LA
.
N

v

1

[4
"- “

des 1880. ‘Cependant, aprés 1906, 4d a la croiséance industrielle et

urbaine, les idées de la réforme sociale semblaient plus urgentes et les

. ,
suffragettes ont sombré dans cette nouvelle préoc‘g‘?pation de l'ére.

[
a 3

Le vote des femmes, pris en mains par les reformistes sociaux, avait

)

.~ une signification différen}:e du premier mouvement féminist. Parce

o -

qu'ils étaient déterminés A rétablir l'order sociale, ce groupe plus

~ ¢
modéré demandait’ statu quo en mati2res, sociales et en ce qui concernait

-
.

[ |
le rdle tionnel de 1l'homme et la femme. Le mouvement perdit son sens s

,

" critique social, sa perspective radicale, et les femmes abandonndrent
"" N

. . v . v
1'idée d'égalité entre les sexes. En autre, en devenant associées au

* mouvement de reforme de la clasSe moyenne les suffragéttes avilissaient

~ .
e —
'

’ les femmes des autres classés de la société. Ce que le mouvement de

’ "suffrage perdit dans ;a critique radicale‘g; il le gagna en prestige.

N
-

\L'approbation et 1'encouragement des réformistes de la class€:moyenne donna
N ~ )

aux femmes une influence politique et finalement le-drvit de vote. b
’ ' ~

«

" 'L'émancipation totale fut ajournée .indéfinitivement.
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PREFACE

) .
.

i

i ‘:k\‘\ ES
.Recently anadian historians.have paid a great deal of attention to

the character of late nineteenth and early twentieth century reform

.

. movements. Temperance, the social gospel, health and child welfare have

.

each received intensive analﬁsis. These reforms were interrelated and
together they constituted a reformist "united appeal" which gave Canada
its own, albeit often derivative, progressive movement. ’

° Although femalé suffrage forﬁéd an essential link in the reform

coalition,, the relationship between it and the other reforms has often
|

. been ignored. )This thesis attempts to £ill that void by exﬁlaining'why

~—

the reformers supported woman suffrage, what role the suffragists played

~—

in the larger,;eform cause, and how the movements affected one another.

In particular, ‘it tries to demonstrate how the suffrage affiliation with

social reform altered the direction and design of woman suffrage.
b . +
The thesis owes much 28 Catherine C%everdon's pioneer work on the

Canadian suffrage movement, published in1950, a descriptive narrative
i . N

of incidents and events at the federal and provincial levels. ‘Thi's

study_hopes to go beyond Cleverdon's approach By examining the-ideology
of the suffragists 4 why they did what theg did - and by placing the

-
movement in the ger context of its times. . ’ -

r

To proviaé this larger background the thesis utilizes several .-
i\ t

interpretive themes from Canadian and American historians, of which-only

\ o
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the most important may be ‘mentioned here. Richard Hofstadter's Age of

:‘_,,n I M

. ) D
Reform and Robert-Wiebe's Search for. Order explain the "status crisis," -
rd

e

. .

the anxiety and expectations which motivated America's middle-tlass

el

reformers. Joseph Gusfield's Symbolic Crusade sugge:sts\‘ the role that

o

~

-

tﬁ{mperance played in resolving these anxieties. Several unpublished . -

Canadian theses, notably those by Terrence Morrison, Lionel Orlikow, .
i
Howard Palmer, Robert Miles Stamp and John §. Thompson, and several

3

- »”

important articles by Michael Bliss, Paul Rutherford and John Weaver .
support the applicability of these themes to the Canadian scene. .In the-
Social Passion Richard Allen provides an excellent study of the religious

4 .
motivation behind the reform crusade. ’ ’ ; -

~

On woman suffrage itself, Aileen Kraditor's division of the American

movement into two parts, an earlier, more radical phase eclipsed by

. o il ®
a larger but more cautious, defensive one is equally applicable to C.am.':\da.J

Moreover, the thesis has adopted William O'Neill's distinction between

)
»

a "feminist,” a woman aedica:ted to equal rights and equal opportunities

for women, and a "social reform suffrégist," the late<comer who placed

oo v

.re'form first in her priorities. , .
{ ‘ _
A ¥

I'am indebted to a number of people for their assistance but none

more so than to Dr Carman Miller, my thesis advisor for the past five N

years. Dr Miller h@é given generously of his time to help. ide me

—y <~
g

through the.intricacies .of Canadian intellectual and social history. I am

alsg grateful to Mrs! Ruby‘ Napier of McGill's History Department and to my
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typist, Shirley Byron, for her dedication to detail. Finally, my very \
! ~

o 5
personal thanks to my father who was always nearby to offer encouragement,

. Y

to my brother for his artistic contribution, and to Fred Guilhaus for his

editorial comment and unquestioning confidence.
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The industrial revolution and the rise of the city which characterized
late nineteenth, early twentieth century Canada had serious social and

psychological repercussions. The nineteenth century c héept of the

+

i,ndividual suffered a severe -s;:xock as everywhere colie‘tltive‘ bodies, nation

- aour ~

states, corporate monopolies ,’_gecame more important and|\more powerful.

People accustomed to defihing their place and worth b} mmunity opihion
! N

felt lost and insignificant in the large urban monolith.

To compensate for the feeling of individual impotency people began to
R .
organ.ize.2 The "club craze" which became popular towards the end of the

nineteenth century is but one example of this collectivist tendency.

t Ty
b

Indiyiduals sought identity and strength through union with those with *

.,

-
TN
>

L)

thqn they shared common interests. Religion, political allegiance, even

sex provided a common denominator for organization.

o - oy

Owing to an increased specialization of function, occupation became

e e g ol s

» -
P

a popular means of identification. Economic, status or ideological.
- o
N

insecurity brought together members of the same class or occupational

i
&
z
i

£
3

4 L -
group. ‘Labourers formed unions, farmers founded cooperatives, business

and professional men and women established protective societies. Even

[

industry, as’ Michael Bliss —pxiaints out, the rebuted defender’of

RNV ° ®

. L \
iﬂﬁﬁduali;u\;“mm.igie market:and laissez faire, responded to

4

o
i
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Somgtimes groups representing different occupations,K cooperated on

a broader basis“because they shared other common interests or goals. One

-~

such combination, the middle-class reform coalition which operated in

, +.  Canada at the end of the nineteenth and the beginning of the twentieth
century, consisted of three elements: some members of the Protestant
4

clergy, old and new professionals (lawyers, doctors,-teachers, journalists,
/

°
v

social workers) and a few small businfssmen. These three groups were held
together by class, religion, and ethnicity. Broadly th_e_p three may be
considered "middle class."4 Ethnically and religiously they were almost %

exclusively Knglo-Saxons and Protesvl:ant.6 ‘ ) ; o

[y

. ot
The Canadian middle-class reform coalition was boxn of anxiety
created by the socio-economic transformation of late nineteenth century
; .
N fead \

Canadian society. By 1920, after‘fift;( years of gradual but sustained A

growth, Canada emefged "a nation tra“ﬁsformed"," economically, socially,
\

ideologically. Despite the quicker ecfnomic development after 1895, the

S

whole period from 1870 onwards can be seen as one of general movement

towards industrialization, consolidation and social dis:location.8 During

[

the "dgp;"gssion" of the“1870's ax’xd 1880's Canada maintainé;i an annual 5
growth imr 1895, owing to a conjuncture of favoura]?l(-:_:?Nr
: circumstances, the country sustained A period of rapid economic expansion
Y - A
which made the earlier gains seem meagre. - The completion of the Canadian 1
e \ Pacif;i.c Railway, the discovery of gold, the recovery of world trade and 1

‘ 5 #
| ) (~ ] the "closing" of the AmeQ\cjx{-t frontier made ‘Canada the last, best West and
J

o
R g
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! .
established the fouAdation for a transcontinental trading'empire. Massive

inflows of foreign capital after 1901ﬁ the coming of the wheat boom after
1902, and the beginming of the pulp and paper indystry coﬁtribuféé to
Canada's economic maturation.

Economic growth was not an unmixeq’blessing, hcweyex.‘ Segerél

attepdant develop?ents, principally rapid %Epanization and rural
;" N (e -

growing labour unrest caused considerable concern among Canada's native

middle classes. g

The crisis of the Canadian cities constituted a recurring theme in :

their critique. . In 1880 over 75%'o£ éanada'; population was ru£a17 by
1900 this had dropped to 62.5%; by'1921 thg urban population equalled the
rural.9 Unpéépared for the influx, Canadian cities became congested and
slums, poverty and disease became soci§l facts of life. Tuberculosis and
venereal diéease,sgngad quickly in crowded urban quarters aftd no class

remained immune from their contagion. City life encouraged drinking and
r
immorality and undermined religion. Family life lost its significance as
i f

well. Statistics showed a positive correlation between city size,
/

a ,decline in birth and'marriagg rates, and an incr Ase in crime,

%
delinquency ard truancy.10 The city became the vi l§in.in'the reformers'

&
_A:.Jl; v

social drama.

insecurity, especiallyaggéhg mérchants and smal/ industrialists, many of

- a /- .
whom maintained a limited fami%&;business. From January 1909 to January

t o

I

depopulation, heavy foreign immigration, the consolidation of industry,[and
K N R 5 - |

s maa
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1913 CarLda experienced fifty-six industrial mergers or amalgamatioﬁé
which absorbed two hﬁndred and forty-eight individual cbmpanies. By 1914,

-

Gustavus Myers :estimated, fifty men controlled more than one third of

k]

- Cana.éja's wealth,' expressed in terms of railways, banks, factories, mines,
: « ' 1
land and other properties and resources. 1

Size alone constituted a menace as monopolies.eliminated free

1

l e
competition among the smaller units. Even more frightening was the

suspicion that large corporations exerted influence on and in some instances

.

controlled the federai, provincial and municipal politicians, men who were

o supposed to be impa/ltial arbiters. For years American social critics had

6£f~, v .

warned about the insidious control corporations exerted over govermment;

Y . o
5

Canadians had now to face this menace at home.
Labour unrest exacerbated middle~class au"p"prehrension.v Although the
period from 1900 to 1920 was generally a prosperous one, higher prices

. reduced the real behefits for Canada's lower classes. Rents increased 60 to

70% between 1900 and 1910 and the number of families living in one room

I
increased 74% in the same period. Real wage® over the period 1900 to 1914

fell by ]’..9%.12' Labour had just begun to organize in the late nineteenth
century but, a];wa»ys awdre of the American precedent, Canadians saw their
f;xture j:n/\, Haymarket, Homestead and Pullman. Canadian trade union
membership jumped from 20,000 in 1900 to 143,000 in 1915 to 378,000 in 1919,

B increasing the fear of industrial strife and c¢:’nfx:om:at:i.on.l3

The flood of imiiigrants into Canada, numbering about two and a half

C million, between 1896 and the First World War createdh:)’(':et another problem.
. |

\ 1
0

sy b o




S
N
fx

<

4

A large proportion came from eastern, southern and centré; Europe and were
ethnically alien to the Canadian French-British charter groups. Many

o

immigrants settled in already crowded urban quarters, compounding the

-«

dismal situation there.
Nativism played an important role in the creation of Canadian reformers.
They held a sort of messianic confidence in the place and importance of the
M i

Anglo-Saxon race and feared the dilution of their national character by the
influx of foreigners. Their programme included reform»s such as prol;ibiiion
and compulsory education which were designed to transform ﬁe immigrant
into "Christians and Canadians." ‘ o

Because of the reformers' Protestant background the two, "Christians”
and "Canadians," were held to be synonymous. Previously the Church had
pr&v%ded basic moral instruction in Sunday sermons and mj.qsion' schools and
had relieved the most urgent ca;es of povexgty through voluntary charity.
But the physical, spiritual and moral needs of the urban masses, native and

foreign, could no longer be met by these-fraditional methods. Canadian

Christians had to find alternmate means to solve the urban crisis and to

v

bolster their value structure.

The reform coalition advocated a series of interrelated reforms to
resolve the prbblems which most disturbed them. The reform package
included temperance, applied Christianity, ¢hild welfare, public health
and pure food, social work, m\;;xicipal and education reform and‘ woman o

suffrage. Some reformers pr

ted one specific reform more vigorously but

¢

each generally endorsed the" wheole platform. The temperance, child welfare,

s 2 At
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woman suffjage and numerous other reform associations frequently had

-
A

overla/pping memberships-. N

This social programme demanded a political philosophy more appropriate

»

to its needs g{xan the tired old faith in individualism and the limited .

-

’power of the state. Though far from socialists or even social democrats

B . ~ )
the reformers were willing to use state machinery to offset the domination

of big busmness, to relieve’ the most pressing needs of the lower classes

+

and to impose their more’s upon both groups. Their interest in the positive.

power of the state‘na}:/urally made them more conscious of its defects. They“‘*

particularly feared tixe corrupt, corporate control of govermment and
politieians. Politieal purity becl:ame one of their watchwords’
Yet‘while the reformers distrusted industrial bigneoss they admired
its efficiency. They realized that the corporations possessed their
beneficent side. Although they alwaf(s retained a romantic vision-of

agrarian life they desired to accommodate the present to the ‘past, not to

retreat to an illusory "Golden Age."  Their Utopia lay in the future.

/\ The infatuation with industrial efficiency had a deieterious effect

on the movement, however. Although the reformers considered themselves

humanists and progressives, they consistently placed greater value on

-

order, stability and national strength than on actual reli®af of sufferlng.
‘Milton Rokeach described the Canadian reformers when he wrote that,
although their prqgramn;e appeared humanistic in content, because of the "

desire for businesslike administration, the structure de51gned

t

implemené it became impersonal and bv.:remxcrat:ic.14 The confusion between

\

~
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go@ls and means produced inner inconsistencies and eventual disillusionment

g

in the mind of many a reformer and contributed to the ecllpse of reform

a

in the immediate post-World War I era.

-

o I's
In American history Richard Hofstadter has suggested that the American
5 v

i
- \ . cqq s X 1
appearance of corporate magnates and industrial millionaires. 5 He, sees
I4

-t

", /
middle classes éu%fered from a general loss of societal i?atus due to the

/ ’ N
this "status anxiety"” as the moving force behind the middle-class reform
% .

impulse of the early twentieth century. The Protestant clergy, says

E'Hbfstadter,.had lost prestige in an increasingly secularized community.

>

Similarly small“bu81nessmen felt displaced by large 1ndustry But the

A

professionals present a more complex case. Hofstadter admits that many

, -

professional groups, especially doctors, lawyers and teachers, increased
their status in this period and he can only explain their presence in the
coalltlon by suggesting that perhaps "certain soclal-psychologlcal tensions

are heightened both in social groups that are rising in the social scale
16

»

and in those that are falling...." 'Christdfher Lasch disagrees. He

w

feels that t?e professionals, as members of tﬁe intelligensia, felt

alienated in an age which gave priority to economic growth arnd attendant

material values and that the "status crisis" is/therefore applicable to

- 17 ° .

)x‘l
them also. - o) .

‘\e/ - * ™~ ) .
Robert Wiebe offers yet another explanation. His reformers are not

. A . . 18
"a displaced,elite seeking to reclaim their slipping social status."

Rather he preeents é%em!as members of a dynamic and cptimistic group who

.
e N
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deliberately attempted to substitute their values for traditional but
outmoded American beliefs. The professionals, the most dynamic element,
he argues, realized that a complex industrial society required a complex

programme of sociallgontrol. Therefore they promoted a bureaucratic, well-

administered, efficient social $tructure to restore order to a confused

and confusing society.

Canada's middle~class reformers fall midway between these
interpretations. They seemed both anxious and defensive and yet they
managed to construct a rather inclusive, detailed blue-print for a new

social order. The two themes are not contradictory, however. It appears

/

eI

logical that groups which felt themselves displaced and dispossessed

should attempt to guarantee themselves a position in the future. A glance
at their social programme sﬁggests that they wished to establish a need for
their particular se;Vice in ‘the future %nd a position of respect in the
communify. The social gospel promised'to make Christianity more relevant.

¢

The attack on the trusts and corporations implied a new lease on life for
the small busi;essman. Social welfare, community health programmé;, and
compulsory education guaranteed many professionals océupational ard
psychological security. The eager endorsement of industrial bureaucratic
models suggests desperation and ideological inconsistency rather than
confidence and dynamism. ' . '

The refofﬁJprogragme ray have bheen n8bel'bu£ it was hardly

revolutionary. The réformers did not want a sharp change in the social,

structure but they were willing to accept minor modifications in order to

[
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maintain the essence °% that structu;é. In other words they wished "to

oL fi
reform in order to preserve."

3

1

The inclusion of woman suffrage in the programme confirms the

reformers' basic conservative and defensive nature. The reformers

- stﬁquply upheld the middle-class family. In fact, most of their reforms
were attempts to extend to society va}ues and attitudes associated with
middle-class family life. The need for secondary instruments of

socialization, such as regulated morality, schools- and prisons, only

oA
indicated their fear that certain social classes had escaped the influence g
|

N 3

of a good Christian upbringing. .

Female enfranchisement, to their mind, represented a means of

strengthening the family by doubling its political repr?sentation. It ‘, e
___promised a second, desirable result since it increased,’the influence of

women in the community. The reformers generally accepted the Victorian

—

// ‘

image of the asexual, pious female and decided on these g;éund; that
women's votes would do more, in the end, to buff}ess rather than lhattér

PR pear ha e ok S e .

/7
. . . A : Lo
the social status quo. Temperan?f/ggn/énd ministers particularly wished

ko s

to enlist woman's reputed oppcéi;ion 'to drunkenness. Most reformers

added to their request for female enfranchisement the need for a property

:

Peee worct v

or intelligence qualification. They wanted only the "best" women voting

8 in o¥der to help control the poor and the freqLently illiterate immigrants.’

I e atn

‘ k)
In the reform scheme the woman's ballot meant only an "expression of

opinion" in the world at large and in no way altered her "divinely" -

1 (j /ordained role as "Mother of the Race."™ The reformers wished to extend the

E . ur
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purifying, maternal‘role of woman as defender of the home not to weaken

~that role by advocating altermnate, addit‘ibna_}a occupations. By extending
L V)

e I > AP A Vvt SRk B e YN e P o

+ woman's influence, a slight concession, they hoped to conserve the essence
! ¢

R

-

of the middle-class family. ;

4 . | P

aca w

Canadian Protestant middle-class wokgn endured the same apprehensions

as the men of thei:; class. ' They shared the ling of alienation in

a secular, materialistic society, the fear of raci'al dilytion by the .

. “ "stranger within our gates" and of domination by the "in regts.” The

general sensation of \helplessqess and placelessness differed in no material - N

way from male members of their class. Moreover, industrialization created’
. ' ( .
. problems which particularly affected women. If the middle-class male felt
N )

~\Qppressed and estranged, the middle-class fema'le( felt much more so.

3

Technological innovations, \the typewriter the telephone, the ‘ , 7

department store, offered women 'new employment oufside the home. At the ;

n

same time qgmpulsory universal,l elementary education created a demand for

fomen who \wanted /to enter the more prestigious, better-
. D) . . .

in the process of carving out a protected enclave for themselves, saw no °.

i’ . ‘
place for women. ’ .

a
£

FB‘r those middle~class women who remained at home, new inventions

(_ v i relieved much of the dull, domestic routine. With children off at school 1 ’ :

oo -

)
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- and canned goods and ready—;naae .clothing near at hand,. however, the urban \

[ 4

woman felt her usefulness diminished. . < . @

S - For f_h%re\‘?\féithy, industrialism posed yet another dilemma. . The
factories, shops, and'department stores drew off the supply of cheap,
domestic labour. The servant shortage challengedﬁ;hg well-to-do woman's

A

social position and left hher the-unpleasant possibility of having to make )

PR

her own beds and sweep her own floors.

. .
- Women responded to these problems in :several ways. T}jxe proliferation
k " * o 1 - © ) bl
. of women's societies towards the end of the nineteenth century indicates

- that many followed the tirge to collectivize to offset the feeling of
o - . - &
iinpot'zency engendered by industrialism. Philanthropic and social reform °
. . » .

', clubs, -literary and musical societies, women's temperance groups,
* s 4 T M 4

missionary clubs, parks and playgrounds associations, c¢onsumer leagues, all

» profited,from-the increased le’isu;f’e and anxiety of middie-cl‘ass women. The

- reform sécieties proved particularly attractive~ for they no‘;:‘ only provided
t women with something to cggcupy their time but they also saﬁ:isfied‘ the
° ‘in;t;men's desire for a sense of purpbse and usefulnes‘s. -

o . The first suffrage so?ietiés, however, do'ﬁo.t beiong to thls ﬁroad
amalgam of /women'é‘ refdxrm associatio;s. .The problems of industriali:zation
§eaned less urgent in the 1870's, 1880's an;l 1890's, t'7he years the first
suffraige societies appeared. The pioneer .UCanadian suffragists, those who |
% DA
‘found‘ed these original societies, were motivated by a "feminist"19

EEN

.commitment to equal oci:upatic;nal opportunities for women rather than b;(\\w_

. C . cla}Ls anxietieg. They t-ended to be employed professional women. Many were
| y - | o VAR
q n : ¢ .
. N . ~ / )
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doctors, journa%%sts, and teachers. They were the women who had to :contend

" with the restrictions placed on their career /amlgitions by their dominant
male asso;iates.; . . : o . -

|

Theédr social vision impl:.ed a radical overliaul of the existing soc:.alv”’

|
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¢

. structure. . They ﬂdefended woman's rights as{an individual. In their _eyes

© - > -
*

kY ~

men and women. were equal partners in a _common humanlty who ought to be able* .

to undertake anya social role which appealed to them. 205 ‘:%‘Pn ‘Few even went so ;

TR e Laree e Raaeese 00K e

- A

far as to reject marrlage and the supposed blessings of housework To t”ﬁesgw

a

women the vote served only as the symbol,/ not the substance of the equality

2t / .

» 4 ‘
" they demanded. ) / . . /

£k * ok, ke ptih 0% B
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These ideas proved too unco ventionILI for most middle-class men and

women, which explains the unpopularity 7.$f the "Women's Rs:i’fghts",—issue in the

[rm —

-‘\

.
— e,

early\days. Under the constant barrag# of cr1tic1sm the feminists soon o -

tired and began to nge the emphas:’.silof their argument.: They began tol 4;{;5 §

underplay the hated equal rights tl;e;ne, and to stress the value of the vote

as an end in itself. In doing so, hov;everﬂ, they forgot thf;t tne legal

vigtory involved no revolution in values. _ - ) L
- ,al‘d . @ ¢ ’ . : s o 4-

y
i B ——
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'//. Meanwhile, as early ag 1880, maJ.e and female social. reformers began

a

to infiltrate the suffrage societies/.ﬂ They had very different reasﬁ’" s for

/
supporting woman suffrage and, as a' resu;l.t, the reform changed in content

'

and purpose. SJ.nce they were comnlttedr *to the goals of the middle—class .

-
! ‘\u ,\..!‘)

1

reform movement these new suffragists supported the social status quo and

[ 3 |
C Ty the traditional allocation of segc rol'es. 'I‘hey w:.shed to strengthen the

. ’ . . » '
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" men and women.

.reform movement's message. for the middle-class woman.

o4

™
-

fanu.ly by doublmg its representatlon, not to see it weakened further by,_

q

C—

encouraging women to seék occupations outside the home.

":‘}

As a result the reforgpers no longer stressed the cammon huménity of

—

RatRer they drew attention to those characteristits.which
AN / P

. distinguished women from men, particularly.woman's reputed purityy sobriety

- ey

and religiosity. In tilis\\way they enshrinéd the traditional view of dual

—

spheres, the working world for men and the home for women.

' N
s ° ¢ )

v ) -
Altho'.&gh many of the female social reform suffragists were

s, they did not encountar ‘the same resistance and hostility

-

professio

o

which turned pioneer fema”.l‘e\professionals into feminists. Moreover, “

S -

a larger proportion of the refoim-oriented suffragists were married middle-

pe=n

class housewives, drawn from the ranks of the idle middle class, who

H L= -

. , . . Y s . .
thetéfore showed little interest’ in the issues ofcsalary and job

1 o -

~But the most important reasgg. for the ?QW approach was the increased

5

discrimination.

-

anxiety over grow:mg soc:.al problems ‘and the consequent relevance of the
\ 'T‘dtt@

In a period when

»

.

A

the middle classes feired change she could hardly advocate further social

innovation. 1In a periocT’ preoccup:.ed ;n.th the creatlon ,of a great nation

A = -~

she saw no need to advocate e“)i’t!d—f&ﬁmihal occupatlons 'Yor the "Mothers of

-
“»

i

There was obviously too much to be done at home. Therefore,

the Race.”
i

v

she promised that womap would remair\ in her allotted sphere and would use

o

the vote only to assure the/passage of legislation to protect her home, ;°
e o > I\ o
LY

[
Soc¢ial reform became her goal and the vote nothing

% \
»
\ k3

community and nation.
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more than the means to that end. The history of the Engliéh—CanadiQn

&

-feminist suffrayists and the qrowth‘éf the more moderate, social reform
: ' ’
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- Not every so ial reformer became a suffragist. ..For the purposes of

this study SUFFRAGISTS ARE ONLY THOSE MEN AND WOMEN WHO BECAME ACTIVE
. I \ ’
T * MEMBERS OF CANADIAN SUFFRAGE ASSOGIATIONS. Many reformers were unable to

make this commitment. Some endorsed female suffrage verbally. Some worked
for it through other associations, primarily through the Women's Christian_ ;

Temperance -Union. ,Others even opposed the extension of the vote to women
\ .

" -

on the grounds that they could probably accomplish more without it. This

. last grodp feared tﬁat entanglement ﬁm party politics, bughear of many

4

nonpartisan reformers, would reduce the power of orga zeq womanhood .

e ot e B 5o s BB S W A 4k

’\ | reforms but beiné unable to vote for them, drove female|reformers into

. :
outright suffrage associations. A degree of sex antago ism, however
slight, distinguished the female suffr;gist from the lgr er body of female
social reformers. Their anger generated the raw energy necessary for
a potential restructuring of social sexual attitudes. But, for the female
socialereformer who had turned suffragié%, the hostility never became

o \ i PY 4
‘/ . sufficiently igvete\to cause her to repudiate her class interests; as

/ a result, the revoldfion in values never took place.

(:\ / s _ Ideoclogy has been defined as "a system of ideas and judgments, i\.

I | N [
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explicitly stac;;‘and organized to describe, explain, justifg
acollectivity's situation and destiny."21 The collectivity may be either

a social glass, a political party, a nation, a social movement, or a sex.'
N b !

w0 g

The difficulty in studying the ideas of the suffragists is that the women
belonged to several collectivities. They owed allegiance to their sex,
their class, and their nation. As members of a nationalistic middle

c}ass; they were insecure, anxious and consequently thgi;‘ideol?gy tended
b N /

B
H

to be moderately ﬁagqrmist. A8 women they were frustrated and potentially
s agé;essive aid hencé capable of revolutionary initiative.22§ This conflict
5
betﬁgen anxiety and aggression, between reform and revolution created *
‘tension "and divisi?n in the ranks of the suffragists. The majority traded
their sex for their class and nation. This decision made the more moderate

ideology dominant, thereby transforming the movement from a critic to

a/é;fender of the social status quo. i

.

According to sociological definition, when the sufféagists adopEgdk
the petition method, their status changed from social movement to preséure
group:23 The success of a pressure group depends upon the influence it

. 'é§érts on those in power which, in turn, depends upon the groupfs
numerical, monetary and organizational strength and upon the social status

—=L
of its members.

_ At the height of thqﬁmovementhin 1916, Canada had some 10,000 male |
and female suffragists, or less than .2% of the total population over age

L four:t:een.Z:4 Clearly the movement represented no ground-swell of popular
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support. The suffrage sociéties were scattered ard weak. The so-called
"national" associations represented only ‘Toronto and vicinity. Yet, within
forty years, Cagadian suffragists achieved their political goal.
" Mo factors conéributed to their success. First, by underplaying the -
theme of "Woman's Rights" and by declaring their commitment to the virtues
of doﬁesticity and family life the social refqrm suffragists won the
movément respectability. This.enabled high-ranking men like éhe eéucaf%oﬂ
reformer, James Hughes, and women like Lady Grace Drummond, the wife of
a Montreal Senator, to‘join the movement.25 Moreover, their coalition
with the 1grger middle~-class reform movement gave the suffragists the
added numerical, monetary, and organizational strength of their allies.
'Victory, however, has two sides. Women received the vote but the
euphoria of success cbscured the more fundamental question of woman's role,
a question raised, if only briefly, by the feminists. In the years

following female enfranchisement, women continued to fill the poorer paid,

less prestigious occupations and to regard the maternal as their most

 natural, most rewarding sphere. Women today who look back to the suffrage

movement and claim it as the predecessor of the modern women's protest,
have difficulty explaining the dearth of progress after 1920. The reas&n
is now clear. The suffrage movement fell into the hands of male and female
reformers who did not share the feminists' critical soci?l perspecti&e, who
used the movement to further their.class objectiveg and who, as a result,

]

limited the movement's potential for real, meaningful change for women.
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The present study, of course, cannot claim to speak for the rank and

The nature of thenavailable research material

T

dictated the scope of the stub& and limited it to an examination of the

file of the movement.

ks

suffrage elite, «the Presidents, Vice-Presidents, and most active members.
- b L] 3

The study of an elite is quite compatible, however, with the study of the
ideology of a movement as the elite usually formulates and propagates

) ¢
that ideology and usually understands the movement better than those

distant from the central organizationgi: "Elites create, activate, and

' symbolize social movements"26 and therefore provide the best ray material

for the study of the assumptions of those movements.

f v

Membership lists, minutes of suffrage meetings, association reports,

and newspaper articlles on suffrage gatherings revealed the names of
1‘ '

27

200 active Canadian suffragists, 156 women and 44 men. of these,'

approximately two-thirds have been identified, including ironically

a much larger proportionzdf the men. The reaspon for this apparent

-

\ —_—T

anomaly is that women seldom attracted enough natoriety in their own right

to justify inclusion in Canadian biographlgal collections. Nonetheless,

this probably constitutes a sample suffigient to make generalizations
Raa'd 3 N
_about the composition of the suffrage elite.

Ethnically the suffrage leaders were mdsfly,native or British born.
3
Among 28 male executide‘members, 16 were born in Canada (12 in Ontario,

- )
2 in Quebec, 1 in Nova Scotia, and 1 in the North West Territoriqsz, 8 cawe

from Britain and 1 from the United States. No place of birth could be

~ -

(, ascertained for 3.28 The high preponderance of Ontario men' is not
\"' -
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surprising as Ontario remained the centre of suffrage activity from the
very beginning. Of"114 female executive members, 41 were Canadian-born

(21 in Ontario, 14 in Quebec, 4 in Nova Scotia,;i in New Brunswick, and

1l in Newfoundland), 9 were British, 8 came from the United States, and one

Sen s

from Iceland.29 For the 42 active but non-executive female members, the

. 3 -
proportions are roughly the same. 0 The names “of most members, even of.

thosé)for whom no birth. place could be discovered, are Anglo~Saxon.

The movement contained a broaé-bqseanProtestant representation. The
majority were either’Presbyterians, Methodists, or Anglicans, which is
not syrprising given these denominat?ons' relative numerical status in the
general Canadian population.31 Although past historians have considered |
Methodism the reform pace-getter in Canada, the Presbyterian and Anglican

!
- 4 /
Churches are very well represented in the suffrage societies.

Understandably, &ﬁ§>to the English domination of the movement in this .

and '

period, the number of Roman Catholics is disproportionately low.
An occupational analysis of the male suffrage members reveals
a preponderance of educators, journalists, civil gervants, politicians,

clergymen and even a few businessmen. In short it constitutes a good
— .

cross-section of each of the three middle-class groups who formed the,

reform,coalition.32 The employed suffragists were mainly professionals,

!

doctors, authors, and educators. Both business and the ministry proved
33

.

intractable to female infiltration. A glance at the husbands'
occupa;ions of married suffragists confirms the movement's monolithic

middle-class character. Most were professiopals or disaffecteq\

buqinessmen.34 \\\H////
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CHART I

»

RELfGIOUS AFFILIATION OF THE SUFFRAGE %LITE BY PERCENTAGE

>

SAMPLE

METHODIST
PRESBYTERIAN
BAPTIST
ANGLICAN
CONGREGATIONAL
UNITARIAN
PROTESTANT i
ROMAN CATHOLIC
AGNOSTIC

QUAKER

FREE CHURCH

MALE

36

156

53°8

TOTAL

45

200

CAN

7,206,643

10

1

19

287

A
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R CHART II
s / ’J
OCCUPATIONS OF SUFFRAGE LEADERS
....,:;"‘:‘ - ‘. iy
PERCENTAGES
MALE
/
. | ned {
MINISTE 12 27 , '
_ ', "JOURNALISTS, AUTHORS 4 39 9 - 25 _ H
; LAWYERS /\ "3 1 T g8 -6 i
o , {
DOCTORS | “ 19 o 12°2 |
cIvIL SERVANTS, M.P.'s 7 7 15‘9' FELE T
EDUCATORS 7 23 15* 14°] .
: 5 < .6
BUS INESSMEN 2 4 4 2
PHILANTHROPISTS T 2 23 13
LABOUR REP. 1 23 ’
' UNION ORGANIZER Tl , -6 "
LECTURERS ° - — 2 1°3
> ' AGRICULTURALISTS | o2 13
: - T -6
y ‘ MUSICIAN 1 ‘
ARTIST 2 i3
Hanl g ‘ .
/o 4 T 1 . > .
v UNKNOWN S 53 152 337
¢ TOTAL . 44 15 100 100
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CHART III : > .
. , B
OCCUPATIONS OF HUSBANDS OF MARRIED SUFFRAGISTS \
. 2 - ' B
e NUMBERS PERCENTAGES
. . |
. o - 7
. MEDICINE, PHYSICIANS, DENTISTS <{2 1 i
! §
3\ ! , H
- LAWYERS . F(‘ S - a {
- - K %
2/ . N 3
EDUCATORS 3 8 . L7 ! |
’ / oy " > 6 L 1 !
JOURNALISTS,” PUBLISHERS 4 i - X A '
, - . . \ N (3 ; .
PUBLIC SERVANTS, M.P.'s 11 . 10 b
- o kS s / * . i
BUS INESSMEN - , 19 . 17 ’ i
. , ’ .4 ‘ |
M . MINISTERS 6 5 ' . ,
— v ’ V. i
UNKNOWN - .43 ) 39
N N o F | i s 0
e e
_ TOTAL . . e 100
| . <
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Statistical comparisons between the suffragists and the population as -
a whole are difficult to make owing to the imprecise occupational

categerie,e used in the censuses. Still one is struck by the 411 but

e
P

complete absence of blue collar workers who represented approximately 34%
of, the l_ebour force in 1911, and By the disproportionately high number of

managers and profeﬁsionels.

*  The level of education attained by the majority of mele and female
s'uffregists confirms the h sis that the movement was "well-led."
Ambng the 28 male leaders, 14 held University degrees, 2 graduated from

1

Normal School, 3 were educated privately while ori}y 1 attended English

.
National Schools. Of the 156 female suffrage leaders, 33 held an M.A. or
o //

! s
better, 17 a B.A., 13 attended Normal School, 12 graduated fr/on{ Ladies’,

[ /

i
i
:
Colleges and Collegiate Institutes,. am} S were educated privately.35 ;

The female suffragists included both professionals and homemakers.
b
Approxlmately 65% held jobs, a rather exceptional number ngen the ?Mf; anet™

B

that of the total female populatlo7\o%' age ten in 1911, .only 14. 3% and
in 1921 only 15.2% were gainfully employed. Even more unusual, most of(/
the employed suffragists (62.1%) were professionals-at a time when female oo
professionals constituted only 15.9% (1921 - 2472{) of the total Cenadian o
female work force.-° Approximately g2%‘of the/suffragists' who held jobs
were single. 'm:l\g is not surprismg as tbe/se women probably had to become - e 1
self-supporting. Nevertheless the 58. 4% marrled working suffragists werxe »

an unusual phenomena in a period when the idea of a married woman working ] 1

was generally unacceptable. Of course, several of the employed marn.ed

-
. B . i




| / (
’ suffragisE might have been widowed or divorced and therefore forced to

support themselves; ynfortunately the title qrg says nothing about  the
? 3 -

~

health or whereabouts of the husband .

- /
The suffragists also included a more conventianal group. .The

Ve

usewives probabiy constituted some 35.3% of jthe leadership. Although it
. /

1% difficult to provide exact statistical evidence, it seems that the

.second suffrage movement contained a highe/x/ proportion of nonprofessional

< 37
women.

A
The nature of biographical material, particularly the paucity of

information on the lower classes, may have prejudiced this study's .

findim}s. It is possible but improbable, ‘given the middle-~class prejudices

e

of the suffragists and their paternalistic attitude towards labour,38 that

+hose men and women who'c.:ou;l%d not be identified through traditional
‘biographical sources belonged to the working class.

Yet the limitations of statistics should be recognized. While it is

) /
«Q »b'
valuable to make generalizations the following examples suggest the

> importance of exceptipons . Although the majority of female suéfragists were

well-educated professionals, Helena Gutteridge of the B.C. Political
Equality League was a union organiger, a member of the Garment Workers'
@ o

Union and of the Vancouver Trades and Labour Councg'.l. Although most

suffragists were self-professed Protestants, Flora Macdonald Denison,

o

L)
President of the Canadian’Suffrage Association in 1909, believed in

spiritualism and proclaiméd herself an agnostic. A member of the Canadian

o N

Woman Suffrage Society-in 1883, T. Phillips Thompson, well known for his

i -
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radical religious and political views, believed in Theo's‘ophy and edited

3 - 1ab§ur newspaper, the Labour Advocate. On one level, the movement is
L4 a ~ I , ’ 1%%
straight-forward, both in ideplogy and in: composition; on another, it is o /%/
L - 3

! - -
- . - i

extremely compléx. Cox - ' - .
) o N N . : :;?

Historical literature on the Ganadian suffrage movement is very
e

2 [3 s —

y

limited. Catherine Cleverdo/ 's pioheer work, published in 1950 nand/' )

H . —

) o e .
recently reprinted by Univérsity of Toronto Press with an excellent

i3

w .
introduction by Ramsay Co¢k, ins the single classic on the subject.

4 39 e ®

N :
As Cook points O}J.t, however;- Cleverdon work suffers from a lack of
ideologica]:,a/n/d socio-economic a lysis.

) ",
General Canadi\an history books tend to neglect/the/suffraggsffs

—

" o " L
completej.y. Volumes obsessed by political developments fail to mention :

the major electoral change affgcted by the 1920 Franchise Act.40 Thanks

. “to the popularity of woman's history today is omission y
N corrected, a fact illustrated by the ntmber of &?S}iﬁ’ 'rogress on the

14

-

L
* -subject and the availability of °valuable biographical aids for serious -
- - )—/‘

o

i

i
: . students .41 \ L ‘/, " _ L/
/ -

N PEY //
A few historians have noted the link between the suffragists and P A
_— "

e other reformers. W. L. Morton, in an introductory chapter to V

~A - v
c Progressive Party in Canada, suggests a direct connection between woman ’

suffrage and the temperance q,aq\paign.‘lz Roger Graham in his essay in the S
) . ‘ - - 1 ° . ;
f"/ Cana,fians, 1867 - 1967 offers a valuable insight into the yoman's’gov ent

o

s
ich he associates with a spirit of "moral uplift and refom.'féyrdost

x
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1915 ~ 1918.

«

i

-

45

revealing the interdependency of the two campaigns.

makes those which exist of ‘even greater value.’

‘\B 2

recently, Terrence Morrison included a chapter on the Woman's Rights

° . & - .
movement in his study of child:welfare in late nineteenth-century Ontarioc,

4 7 ’

Primary material on the subject is also scarce. Only a few
collections of suffg:agists' papers are available, notably Nellie McClung's,
Flora Macdonald Denison's, and the Emily-Stowe and Augusta Stowe-Gullen

Scrapbooks.45 None of the suffrage societies kept extensi\}e mi{nutes‘ which

These include the Montreal

Suffrage Association (M.S.A.) Minute Books fof 1915 - 1919, the Manitoba
Political Equality League (P.E.L.) Minutes for 1912 - 1916, the

I ‘ .
Saskatchewan Pr?lincial Equal Franchise Board*(P.E.F.B.) Minutes for

-Several ’ suffrag:.sts were Journallsts and their ooltmns provide

a rich source of information, FrancJ.s Marion Beynon*,f Lil ian Beynon

o

Thomas, 'and Flora Macdonald Denison edited Women s Pages /n mportant

In 1895, education reformer, James L. Hughes, wrote the s:l.ngle large

o

piece of Canadian suffrage propaganda, a sixty-page pamphlet entitled

“Equal Rights," printed and dlstributed by the Canadian Suffrage

. Assocn/tionACfST{\.ﬁ . The C.5.A. also published a few similar, But

.
[
.

) — - . 2
/“;ller leaflets. Three suffragists wrote semi-autopiographical novels:
' . ; ) 3

Alice Chown, The Stairway, Francis Marion Beynon, Aleta Dey, Flora

Macdonald Denison, Mary Meiville, the Psychic.'
a >

L

Nellie McClung '}s twelve

P i6 T e
daily and we//y_,newspdbers: Suffragrst?fa’ﬁ?publ special editions
/ 7 '/Sha/\ 4
—of the Montreal Herald and.the Vancouver s;m{4 | )
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This thesis is divided into three sections. The first, which might -

seem unnecesgsarily repetitiveﬂof the Cleverdon work, attempts to provide -

important ney information. It also introduces many new personalitids and
- [ 4 T P T
tries to place the movementrin a 1a::géi: int_er;pfeti.ve frammmork.

Section II, the main body of the thesis, examines the political, social

and religious ideas which transformed respectable middle-class reformers,

:

L~
i

male and fémale, into suffragists. It suggests at ﬂ'xe same time the

e

liniitations these ideas imposed on the suffrage movement's social message
?)r women. Section III explalns the motivation behind labour and -farmer
. support for femle suffragM‘iwlso -8xamines the conflict between the

mddle—class sdffragg.sts and the women of the labour and agr:.cultural

>
s

cITasses who also wanted a vote but\who found it J.mposs:.ble to work through

AN
o~ \ "-.-.1 ~ . s
the "o ffifial" sxﬁ'frage 50c1eti‘é‘s because of ious middle-class )
&— - -

; /v : \

< suffragists shared a ccmnon Anglo-Saxon Protestant nu.ddle-class her:.tage
I N

and a coinmon’ defire to restore ordex to'a society in transition. Both
i o M «

groups \;ished to find a position of respect and useful

s for themselves

Lo in the conununity.k Both wanted to protect their ay of lJ.fe from the

P j
-

"foreign hordes,“ tl‘i‘g "restless masses," and "Big Business." Since -

female enfranchisement promised to advance the power of woman, the

authority of the family ‘a"nduthe f:qlitical representation of their race and

~

class, »j.t béoame a part of the refon’ners' general prégi:anme. %

. % 1 ! N
t
. C 26
A ) P PO
‘ 4
‘ p / . . P
. r. \
4 ) % v . ,; 48
novels and two-volume autobiography are also_ilivaluable.
L) F )
“x

bias. T, \ a
R - \\ . N
~ This stddy suggests that the social reformers a*nd tl'[e majority\of the
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' a Christian Church outside the Roman communion." By this definition,

] % ;
Bliss, *"A lz.ving profit,” op. cit. A
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Canadlan Business, 1883 - 1911," Ph.D., Un.wersn:y of Toronto, 1972, -
Introduct:.on. - ‘ © e,

J
'I'he sole defining characteristic of mfiddle class, accordlng to
Robert Wiebe, isi®consciousness o unique skills and functions." He
therefore includes in this category specialists in business, in —
labour, and in agriculture, tégether of course with the professionals. '
While this typology has somé validity, it ignores the tensions within
this broad amalgam, for eXample, between farmers and professionals, .
between farmers and buSinessmen and between labour and the other two
groups., Although members of each,group cooperated in several Jo:.nt

reform’ventures” (frequently farmers and labour executives found ez.r

way onto Social and Moral Reform Councils),.small businessmep.-dn ;

p_;'gfess 1s forged a much closer working alliance, ofttimes in open :

confli€t with organized labour and the organized farmer. Section III 3

wi show how these confllcts affected the suffrage movement. i
iebe, op. cit., 112. ha |
1

A functional designation used to indicate British birth, Britain —- - .

including Scotland and Ireland, or descendants of those of British
birth. A. H. Murray, ed., New English Dictionary on Historical

Pr:aniEles, Oxford, 1933, - ,

"In general language applied to any Western Christian or members of

Protestant includes Anglicans. Oxford English Dictionary.
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17. Christopher Lasch, The New Radicalism in America: The Intellectual
as a Social Type (1889 - 1963), New York, 1965, 64 ff.

18. Wiebe, op. cit., Forward.

19. ‘“Feminism is the theory of the political, economic and social
equality of the sexes." Webster's Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary,
U.S.A., 1967. T .

-

20. Kraditor, op. cit., 38-64.
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23. Ibid., 450.
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25. Lady Grace Julia Drummond, wife of Montreal Senator, Gecrge A.
Drumnond, became the Honorary President‘of the-National Equal -
Franchise Union in 19144 James Hughes, Toronto's Public School
Ingpector, became a suffragist in the 1890 /'s.
o . N N .-
26. Rocher, op. cit:, 452. L 5
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executive members. Of the 44 men, 28 belonged to the executive while
16 were simply active members. '
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30.

31.

3a2.

35.

-36,

37.

39.

40.

4l.

42.

1

14 born in Canfida, 4 in Britain, 5 in the United States,
1 in Switzerland, 18 unknown.

¢
For a religmus breakdown of the suffrage leaders and a percentage :
“analysis of the status of the different religious sects in Canada, .
see Chart I, p.19. : ] . . E

A A g 2k R AR B T

See Chart II, p.20.

SeveraI‘»Amer:Lcan suffrag:.sfﬁ became ministers in Nonconformist sects,

for example, Antionette Brown. Eleanor Flexner, Century of Struggle,
New York, 1973, 81.

- .a;'\}—,_

See Chart III, p.2l. __. . }

The educations of 8 mefi and 73 women are unknown. A few women fall

into rather unusual categories: one was trained in a convent, one -
had only a“high school education, one took a course preparatory to
becoming & Sanitary Inspector. .

[ -
e

L d

. A ‘
Census of Canada, 1929, 139. : - |
. N !
The founders of the original suffrage societies, as will be seen in
Chapter 2, were nearly all professionals. Unmfortunately, :
insufficient information exists about the other members in.these . :
societies to allow a statist:.cal comparison with the second suffrage
movement.

These attitudes will be discussed in Chapter 9?

'S

Catherine Cleverdon, The Woman Suffrage Movement in Canada, Toronto,
1974, vi. B - ~

i

A. R, M. lower, Colony to Nation, Toronto, 1946. .

Kenneth McNaught, The ‘Pelican History of Canada, England, 1969.
J. M. §. Careless, Canada: A Story of Challenge, Toronto, 1953.
Donald G. Créighton, Dominion of the North, Boston, 1944. -

V. J. Strong-Boag, "National Council of Women in Canada," Ph.D.,
University of Toronto, in progress. r

Wendy L. Mitchenson, "Canadian Women in Reform " ph.D., York .
University, in progress. . v
V..J. Strong-Boag, "Cousin Cinderella: A Guide to Historical .
Literature Pertaining to Women in Canada,” in Marylee Stephenson, ed., .
Women in Canada, 'rorontow 1973. ' . 1

W. L. Morton, 'me Progressive Barty in Canada, Toronto, 1950, 30. ) "
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- described in Aileen Kraditor's Ideas of the Woman Suffrage,Movement.1 N

31

)
SECTION 1I: BACKGROUND AND ORGANIZATION

Introduction

The Canadian suffmage movement can, for the purpose of analysis, be

ket

divided into two phases which followed closely the American pattern
. - L 3

. ~

The first phase which spanned the years 1877 to 1895 can be characterized
as a period-of initiation and serious social criticism. The second which
developed between the years 1906 and 1918 followed a more moderate and

conciliatory course. ;i . ’

The character of the'lirst phase owed a great deal to American

* iz st B

influence, so it is not surprising that the two shared a similar

orientatiog:ﬂ\Several of Canada's pioneer suffrage leaders, notabiy

4 -

Dr Emily Stowe and Dr Amelia Yeomans, received their education in the

S Tt v el e

United States. Nascent Canadian societies requested and received
pamphlets and literature from better organized American associations,
chiefly the New York suffrage league.2 American assdciations. sponsored

‘

panad;ap lecture tours by such well-known American suffragists as
Susan B. Anthony, Lucy Stone and Anna Howard Sha.w.3
.+ The wider international climate influenced Canada in these early

years also. Suffrage literature possessed a world audience. Canadian

women read and.discussed John Stuart Mills' On the Subjection of Women,

i

Mary Wollstonecraft's Vindication of the Rights of Women and . ’




i
\

Olive Schreiner's Women and Labour. British emiss;;iég, two members of the

British Suffrage Association, visited Canada as éély as 1884.4

The feminist phase "6f: Canadian suffrigs/histpry ended before the turn
of the century. The early suffragists' radical rhetoric and unorthodox
proposals doomed the issue. At the very same time as it was faltering,

however, the infiltration by the social reformers who were to lead the

- N
movement to "victory" had already begun.

.

Although it is possible to talk about two suffrage movements, it
would be an error to make the two coﬂﬁletely separate and distinct. The

first contained the seeds of the second. The sorial reformers made a bid

for power during the first phase, and a few feminists managed to continue
N : o

1
their struggle well into the~twentieth century. .

-

Between the years 1895 and 1906 woman suffrage attracted little
attention or debate. The energy of the original suffragists had spent
s s * : A .;: "1:’:4'\
itself and new' leaders had yet to arise. The refbrmers who joined the

-

suffrage movgmgﬁt had other battles to fight and had neither the time nor
the commitment to cafmipaign whole-heartedly for womaﬂésuffrage.

In 1906 a small group of women, the immediate successors to the\sarly
feqinisfs, renewed the campaign. International factors, particularly-the
publicity attracted by the militant suffragettes in Britain, contributed
to the rebirth in interest and activity. The aéaféésiveness of the early
years re-surfaced only briefly, however. The reformers quickly dgmi ted

the movement numerically and ideologically and in 1914 they ousted/the

¢ Lo
tiny, stalwart, feminist leadership.

h’)
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In the reformers' scheme woman suffrage represerted an attempt to
strengthen the family by extending woman's influence. Thé feminists'
demands for woman's unfettered individual development and free choice of
vocation and occupa;ion were abandoned and replaced by a glorificatiog of
the maternal réle. As a result woman suffrage lost its frightening

vertonss and became inoffensive and respectable.

Oéce legislators became convinced that female enfranchisement meant
a strengthening rather than a questioning of social norms, women had not
long to wait for a ballot. 'In 1918, forty-one years after the formation
‘bf Canada's first éuffrage society in Toronto in 1877, Canadian women

N
received a federal vote. The real reason for the remarkably easy victory

1

a2
o

¢
°

lay in the meekness of the teform suffragists' message(énd the power and

influence of tﬁeir allies. .

°
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1. |Kraditor, op. cit. i

[u)
There are innumerable examples of Canadian suffragists recommending
the use of American literature. 1In 1890, for example, Cynthia Putney,
head of the Franchise Department for the Quebec W.C.T.U., endorsed the'
publications of the American Woman's Suffrage Association. Quebec
W.C.T.U. Reports, 1890, 55. All the pubdic papers of Canadian

suffragists contain leaflets and fliers printed by the New York or
some other American Association.

In 1890, for example, Anthony anné Shaw attended the reorganization of
the Dominion Women's Enfranchi}se ent Association in Toronto. Waterloo

Lutheran University Archives, E;x;‘rily Stowe Papers, Scrapbook III,
undated newspaper- clipping, cisrc{a 1890, ¢ ,

=Y

Elizabeth bady Stanton, S. B. Anthony, M. J. Gage, eds., History of

Woman Suffrage, Vol. III, New York, 1886, 1034.
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‘ o CHAPTER 1 . ..
s,
THE ROOTS OF SUFFRAGE IDEOLOGY
The suffrage issue constituted only one element in a much larger .
"woman's movement" which in its most general sense called for increased =

female participation in activities'outside the home. Several developments
drew women into the wider sphere. Demographic circumstances;. primarily éhe
gi'wing preponderance of women over men in urban environs, made it necc;.ss’ary
for many women to become se_lf‘—supporting. Economic changes, tied directl)U(
to industrialization, opened up new job opportunities for women. A few
even managed to infiltratg male-dominated, high status occupations, ¢
principally the préfessions.

- Industrializatio;) also created a leisured female middle class who
lookeé to philanthropy to give their lives a new definition. These women

found a useful role in the many reform and gther types of organizations

which multiplied during this period. -

New female educational opportunities provided another avenue to the:

’

world outside the limited domestic domain. Universities and colleges drew
women into a stimulating intellectual enviromment which predictably

broadened their horizons and expect«}ijiona.

( These sdcial changes created the enviromment necessary for the
) . i :
Maty suffragists were professionals,

4
¥

evolution of the suffrage movement.
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’ ‘aroused to action either by pay d};;ni..m:i:ﬁaﬁt'ionn or restrictions on their
Y4 - - o B . N

car‘ee_i_:’ ambitions: Almost every suffragist received a 'sound liberal

’

edication which brought her into contact with current social and political’

issues. The majority wereuinvolved in some aspect of social reform.
According to‘"z;uy Rocher ideas both reflect and stimulate social

cha'nge.l The function of this chapter is to investigate thé background and

nature of those social changes which led women to endorse woman suffrage.

« support themselives. In 1891 approximately 11% of the female population
i -

over age ten w d.

The percentage crept up by 1% in 1901, another 2%
in 1911 and by 1921 1§.27% were employed.3

~

The problem of fthe "female supernumerary” or surplus women which hl':td,

plaguéd Britain sinck the beginning of the nineteenth century4 Seemed

4

irrelevant in Canada.\ One suffrag}ist, Isabel Skelton, argued in 1913 that

the lower number of women in Canada explained the degree of female

indiffer'engg to the spyffrage issue. "Canadian women," she claimed, E‘eel

few positive disabiljities and hardships.... they are not crowded and

- /

forced into public apd business life as their English sisters are." She

!
. /
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‘used statlstn.cs to support her }héry.

. , ' For every hundred males there are in Canada only/ )
7 88 females where in England there are 107. -This \
makes in England and Wales a surplus of orie ,
million two hundred thousand females and enormously
, increases the proportion of women w/hd/ must be wage ;
earners.... 25% of all English women work for wages
and only 16% of Canada's female/populatlon....5
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A more detailed demographlc breéfdown shows that Canadian cities had -
" /
-7 begun to follow the British pa}tern. Women, congregated in the cities.
L e

e "/
. Even in the west, where }hef.proportion of men over women was generally far

. . . . J
greater,6 the citieija{:hieved a near balance between the sexes. In most

o
of the major E /st{rn ¢ities women actually outnumbered men.7' The ratio \ /

. el
of female /nd male workers is invariably highér in ‘the more ux:bam.zed, ’

J igust/r/ialized pro_vinces.8

The greater degree of economic tompetition i

/:he cities and the consequent rise in sexual antagonism offers one : .

why: the suffrage societies were strictly an urban phenomenon.

of the professional class.

The working class constituted the:.largest

-

portion of the female labour force. In 1911 37.6% of fanadian women were

engaged in domestic service and another 27.5% worked/in m,anuf.a.ctur:l.ng.9

the lowest wages .10

But these were not the wome -wgo/’fgmed the avant-

guarde of the.suffrage movement.

Most workingfclass women had to contend ’

L ¢
- with .the more "immediate problem of subsisten¢e. Moreover, the economic
G

distance separafing them from the middle-class suffi:agists made it

~— ! ' /
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NUMBER OF MALES TO 100 FEMAI.?ES IN MAJOR CANADIAN CITIES
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RATIO OF FEMALES TO MALES - 10 YEARS AND OVER - GAINFULLY EMPLOYED

- < -

. . *
(number of females to every 1000 male workexrs)

- - » P 3
‘ o 71891 <. 1901 1911 Y 1921
CANADA N ) 139 154 - 155 183
% Lo ‘. .
PRINCE EDWARK ISLAND - 1277 e - 14 © 150 .
. , : e
NOVA -SCOTIA ‘ _1les 134 164 L ded i
. ¢ e S .
NEW BRUNSWICK 141 16Q .- 176 \
QUEBEC * 2N [ ) .178 183 ' . 215
ONTARIO o T 149 . 1les | 185, 211
MANITGBA . 8§ 11 142 17
SASKATCHEWAN ) - ; - S U
) C 48 . 66 ‘
ALBERTA ) ) 80 108
BRITISH COLUMBIA - 68 62 . - 88 131
" -‘ \A - .4) . O' . et ’1" .
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CHART VIII
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/ : 1891 © 1901

AGRICULTURE
BUILDING T - -

- .9 7

DOMESTIC AND PERSONAL SERVICE

CIVIL AND MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT
MANUFACTURE '
PROFESSIONAL

-1
TRADE AND MERCHANDIZING e -7 4

- \ -

TRANSPORTATION
7 !

',’ o 0 e

* Census of Canada, 1921, xvi ~
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‘difficult-for them to see that they faced a common pr&plem.

R

The ecohomic Pressures of the city did create suf%ragists,fhowever.

Some middle-class women who had to support themselves because of the absence

*  of -adequate numbers of male partners became outraged at the prejudice and

.

ridicule they had to contend with.: Their anger spawned the original

suffrage societies.

Middle~class women faced a peculiar predicament for, in early

° .
Victorian England and the attitude held true in Canada, a woman suffered

.

an irretrievable loss of class if she worked for money. Even the governess,

the single "decent"-occupation available to middle-class girls, commanded

11
no respect..

Technological innovations alleviated this situation somewhat since

*

alternatives to the factofy now became available. The typewriteruana the

telephone obened the field of office work to women. The new department .

o

stores created a demand for upskilled sales personnel which women readily
.filled. The female white collar sector grew considerably.in the decade
1911 to 1921. '“Trade and Merchandizing," which included saleéwomen, .

jumped from 11.6 to 15.9%. “Transportation,” which included a hew corps

of office personnel, advanced from 1.9 to 4.3%. The proportion of

. oA .
professionals‘alsp made a dramatic leap in this period from 15.9 to 24.2%.
But the advance is déceptiyg/aS/thé/E;tegory "professiohal" included

) 4 .
teachers, nurses—and the‘pffice employeeg of professionals. 1In.1911 these

three occupations account for 85% of all fema%g professioﬁals.l2 -
. ¢ ~ - ,// - ] )
Prestige professions, lawyers, doézbrai\journalists, and professors,
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continued to be male:dominated. A few women who tried to demolish the sex

bar confronted serious oppositioﬁ. It was this small group which

spearheaded the drive for female suffrage in Canada. A few exampleé will

¢ [54

suggest their importance to the suffrage movement. Canada's best-known
suffragist was Dr Epddy Stowe, the Iounder of the original Toronto suffrage

association and the woman responsible for the opening of medical schools in
¢ ~ / ! ‘

-

Canada to women. Her daughgér, Dr Augusta Stowe-Gullen, the first woman to,

receive her medical education entirely in Canada, revived the suffrage

v

movement in 1906. Amelia Yeomans, another female doctor who was compeiled
to take her medical education in the United Stétgs, founded the first

suffrage group in Manitoba-in 1894. Ontarib's fi;gt female 1a§yer, Clara
Brett Martin, whb after'a}}ong battle began her career in 1892, was also
an outspoken suffragist. A Quebec suffragist, Amanie Langstaff, demanded
recognition from the Quebec Bar after compl;ting her legal studies bu;
13 /

she failed; Quebec recognized female légyeis only ih 1941.
Women had a mucﬁ‘easier time gain%%gvadmission to two particular
Professions, teaching and nursing. Both seemed resQectable occupations
for young singleuwomen. At marriage, of course, they were expected to
give up tﬁeir job;; to resume work only should some sad fate befall their

7~ nelther nursing ﬁor teaching involved a radical o

hﬁsbands.14 Moreo

departure from woman's acgep role as helpmate, comforter and instructor

Finally, economic

of the young. onsiderations made the employment of
| N

8

women in these fields, especially teaching, very attraétiyg. G

) .
Universal compulsory 'education created a need for a large supply of

]
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. i \ :
teachers. School Boards on limited budgets discovered women could be

paid less than men in good conscience since it-was- assumed that they were

single and had no one but themselves—o support. Women flooded into the
, —

Normal Schools and sooq/g, inated elementary and even secondary gducationlls

/ . .
Women whg/suéééeded in winning "respectable" employment had then to

/ i : . :
v fgpfxdht the problem of wage discrimination. Women teachers soon became
~ .

/

—~

\
e
il

-
2

.

aware of the discriminatory wage scale which gave men higher salaries for
the same work. Because of their érowing numbers in the profession they *
guickly dominated the teachers' associations and congregated to discuss

their grievances. Several teachers becanme suffragists over this issue.

Two teachers' associations, in London and Toronto, formed independent

Teachers' Suffrage Societies which ran on a progr&mﬁe of ‘equal voting
privileges ana equal pay for equal wozk . l. ) ~1§
II
. ] h o
» Not every professional suffragist came intp the movement Because she
felt discriminated agéinst. A large proportion‘%ere probably quite ?$m~

content with their success. Different motives, usually associated with
the social'reform theme, made many professionals into suffragists.
Furthermore,’not every suffragist worked. Approximately 35% were

unemployed or underemployed housewives. Their reasons for becoming

suffragists had little or nothing to‘aahyith ecoriomic competition or v

i

al antagonism.

Industrialism revolutionized the urban héﬁemake:'é 1ife:
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CHART 1IX

S ——

/ 4 . *
*  NUMERICAL BREAKDOWN OF FEMALE PROFESSIONALS

1901

‘ART, MUSIC, DRAMA - 3,127

ACTORS 105
‘ S

ARCHITECTS : 1

DESIGNERS, SCULPTORS, AND DRAUGHTSMEN 15

MUSICIANS AND TEACHERS OF MUSIC
PAINTERS AND ARTISTS ’

EDUCATIONAL
PROFESSORS
TEACHERS ¥

. OTHER

ENGINEERS

LAWYERS ‘AND NOTARIES

MEDICAL
DEN'I‘ISTS p
- NURSES ’ .
 PHYSICIANS ~ LT / T . 54
L % , '
. y,
RELIGIOUS WORKERS v s 170
ACCOUNTANTS . T 62
JOURNALISTS, EDITORS AND |REPORTERS - : 52
LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC Lo e 18

OFFICE EMPLOYEES IN PROFESSIONAL SERVI 3,440

“,% Census of Carada, 1915, 92 - 99 N \

11,902
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NUMBER Em@g:

. CHART X

D IN NORMAL SCHOOLS

° *
AND TEACHERS' COLLEGES

«
-

47

MALE FEMALE.
- 1870 319 - 393 N
1875 312 ~Losel
S - \
1905 297 ' 1,610 t
1910 . 458 37537~
. /
1915 - 714 5,231
| 1920 [ e 4,972
- ” ¢ ‘F‘
TEACHERS BY SEX
° &
MALE FEMALE
1910 7,396 30,678 |
1915 9,244 38,802 \
1920 8,852 Jas,839
7

~

* Buckley and Urgithart, op. cit., 594
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Technological innovations, like the power washing ﬁachine, the vacuum T
Sy -

| cleaner, and the gésoline stove, lessened her wor&;ioad and inggggsed her
leisure t?mg. Collective concerns such as groc%;y stores, bakeries and
department sté;es ﬁ;d a siﬁilar effict, eliminating/the need to can her
own fruits aéd'vegetables, bake her own bread, or makeée hér family's

clothing. - ‘ ///ﬂ

y
Now that chgénes h taken over péch of the housework, housewives )

difficulty justifyihg their role in life. An idealistic philoséphy
7
) {
which demanded that each individual somehow contribute to the progress of

the race dominated the late ninateenth cen;:ury.16 The %gealism of the era
moved women’as well as men and some Qomen revolted against tﬂg frivolity
and purposelessness of the domestic routine. Dr Elizabeth Smith-Shortt,

a late convert to the Ottawa Equal Suffrage Club, for example, "revealed

in her diary a deep discontent with her shallow life. She was preoccupied

=

with becoming "a woman with a purpose."” She bemoaned the shameless ~
activity of "husband huntfhg“ and "of dallying in the primrose path of fat
idleness” and sought nobler things than the "creature comforts" and the ’

"inactivity which nonentity brings.“l7 Cousin Kitty, in Agnes Maule

Maggar“s novel Roland Graeme : Knight, overcomes her feeling of uselessness
X 18 ' '

by becoming a nurse.

Coﬂtrary to the euphemistic iﬁage of women as "Queens in their homes,"

v - "

women discovered that the occupation "housewife" possessed no official

™

recoghition in the census, required no special training and received no -

. s
remuneration., A woman might work all day at her "calling" only_tq_have3

v

v
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9 One British Columbia .

to request pocket money from her husbard at night.l
‘ 20

'

suffragist condemned housékeeping as "dull, unpleasant drudgery "

Ax’xo—thgr, in Montreal, argu'ed— that a man would rather be dead than be tied

to a "pack of kids" and a kitchen.Zl

kN

The suffrage movement profited from this discontent since it seemed 4
to promise women a new u‘sefulm'a[ss and the dignity of a politi’c':al voice.
§tatus seems to have been the real issue, however. Béther than suggest
that wome}x find new satisfying occup;tions outside the home, the majority i
of suffragists recommer;ded raising housekeeping to the level of
" a profession. This théy hoped to accomplish through the e;tablishment of
Domestic Science schools and domestic science classes in high school. They

’ rebelled not against homemaking itself but against the status accorded it.

3

-

The promotion of domestic science had another purpose, the creation of

a large supply of well-trained efficient domestics. The proportion of

domestits-declined steadily from 51.9% in 1891 to 38.1% in 1911 to 27.5% in i
,1921.22 In large part industrialism created the problem since working- )
class girls now hadpalterﬁate employment ih‘““f:he factories, the shops and ’ ;
the off}_ges. Due to the acute shortage, domestic servants were able to L

becgme more demanding. .A Calgary Housekeepers' Association in 1916

defjgned as its object "to secure a better recognition of the dignity of the

- .
position of housekeeper; to obtain a standard wage and a maximum day." The

-~

Association's Manifesto declared that "the employer will speak of me as her
‘Housekeeper' and shall address me as "Miss'."z3 .

(' No cause attracted so much attention among Canada's middle~class women

\ . .
=
» &

-
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edde

N

. . ) .. N ‘
as the "Domestic Problem" or the "Servant Problem." They trield to ‘igcrease
o AN

the supply in several ways: setting up societies to encourage domestics ®

from the Old Country to immigrate and promoting Domestic Science Schéols\to
Ko ] N

i

v 'l
.
- . . P .
train hei'p. ot - s - - _"“,_fﬂ_*;v\ ~ag
- "~ ~

A
The obsession of Canadian suffragists with the servant shortage .

reflects the class bias of the movement. Those who WOrkéd ﬁeeded someone ,

[}

to take care of their household; those who stayed at home considered

2

“housework demeaning. Sqnia Leathes of the National Equal Franchise Union

-~

wrote Elizabeth Smith-Shortt about her unfortunate friend, "Lady B. ;Jff

Manchester, " who had not been able to get a housemaid for weeks. "Everywhere, "
she ‘complained, "the problem is the same." In her diary Shortt herself ]
. §
mentioned almost daily her'own inability to find efficient help.24 /\
i

Suffragists may have believed housework beneath them but they were

quite prepared to conscript other women to do it. Besides, servants

e e ettt [ A

carried a certain sbcial prestige. As part of a class unde;:going a status
\

criéis, the suffragists clung to the visible signs of position. They were
\

willing to go to great lengths to_preserve

institution of domestic

-

s, better hours, and more freedom;

PN <o e v

service. Some offered higher wa

others promisq% to treat the ant with greater respect. 1In 1901

Mrs James L. Hﬁghes, a“long-sStanding member of the C.5.A., proposed

4

increasing the housekeeper's status:

The servant question is fundamentally a sociological

question and until the conditions of the home are so ‘
changed as to give the servant a dignified position :
instead. of a menial one, matters will improve very .

little.25




s /
/
Since the shertage resulted from the competﬁ:z.on of cdrporate

’ c%ncerns such as restaurants, department storé/s and factones, Sonia

Leathes recommended "Collective Heusekeepl " as a solution. "This is the
s

age of the specialist,” she, explained, "of social service versus private
. : i

and individual service" and, therefore, why not in housekeeping as in other

L2 : . /, -
enterprlses. 6 In her scheme women graduates tralned/m Household Science

/ t
Inst.ltutes working in conjunction with supply farms run by women in

o Housekeep:.ng Centres would become the nation S housékeepers.

- Rt ]

The few feminists in the suffra,ge movemént insisted that the constant

presence of the wife in.the home bgcame absurd once every industry,

"meal-getting along with the rest," was taken out of the home.z7 The

/
social reform suffragists, the majority in the movement, however, . .
refused to advocate any reforn/r/ which might rock an already shaky social ~
+ structure. They defended thé concept of the- family and insisted that

women retain their primary function as wives and mothers. They were

content simply to raise the status of housekeeping and to do their best to

" relieve themselves of the monotony and drudgery of housework by hirifg
R .

others to do it.
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Education seems to have been the single most important factor which
* - S

—

“ canverted v\vomen tq suffragism. It pro'vides“/‘{conmon dénominator for the

entire'membership. The vast majority, e€arly and late, were w®ll-educated.

tended a regular university while

Of - those identified over 57% had
1 Schogls or Ladies' Colleges and 6% were

>
’ o

another, 30% graduated \from”

-t -

educated privately.2
ly, the ihitial_expansion of educati?nal 6pportu_nities;

3

or women was not intgnded to produce dissent. In facg, it was to have ]
had quite the reverse effect. Many clergy and well-to-do citizens <(
promoted a higher education for women because they feared that the

existing schools encouraéggjjyoung/;omen to be flighty and frivolous.

ﬂbved by the impulse to re-establish a strict moral drder, they became

- 4 " y -
that the mothers of the/iéxt generation needed greater "mental

discipline” in
Moreover, it had becofie obvious that many young women, unable to find

-~ \
pport tl% selves or be forced to resort to less

-~ suitable mates, had to su

o~
-

these reasons, higher education for women

-
as

honourable means. For/ both

became a véry respectable cause in late nineteenth century Canada.

New academies wére opened, many of which were simply finishing

schools while some provided a more challenging curriculum. A second .

“L“innovation, Women's Education Associations,/offered college-level courses,
a )

in conjunction with a leading univ

'

ersity, to well-to-do young ladies.

LIS

While these Associations promoted "general culture" ‘Father than .
- ' =% I
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der. to handle dapably the moral instruction of the young:‘:“\‘?
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women to display some evidence of intelligenca.

"professional education" for women, they at least made it acceptable for

/

b

The next logical development, the opening of colleges to women, took

o

-

one of three forms in the English~speaking world. The United States
e .

oy -

pi@ﬁoted the all-female college®of the Vassar or the Sophia Smith variety;

3

\ . / 7
Britain on the other hand favoured the Coordinate College, a separate

institution with separate facilities, but directly associated with a male
)

. . 31 . . . .
university,. A third alternative, popular for economic reasons in

Britain and America, allowed women to take their courses side bf side with

the men in coedycational institutions. Most Canadian universities chose

{ — .
the third option and permitted women to enrol alongside the men. The

. R
Maritime Provinces lowered.the sex barrier first, Mount Allison admitting G-
- . < Iy - 3
women in 1862, Acadia in 1880, and Dalhousie in 188l1. In Ontario, Queen's \$\~
° J-.,.-—}“
32 7T

University accepted women in 1872 and Victoria College of Toronto in 1877.

, Where economically viable, however, Canadian educators preferred the

lBritish Coordinate College. In 1883 Donald Smith created an endowment for

the construction of a Woman's College adjacent to McGill, dependent upon

~

the ""maintenance of separate classes fjijhomen." Despite the opposition of

McGill's redoutable Professor of Philosophy, John Clark Murray, a champion

of equal educational gpportunities for women, the policy of "separate but -

equal”" stood and Royal Victoria College opened its doors to Montreal women

in 1901.%3 : : .

¥

In Qntarlo in 1884 thebPrzncipal of the University of Toronto,

» = ~

PN

Sir Daniel Wilson, responding to pressure that he admit women to the

g e Ameei oo vt S
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. > . '
" University, wrote the Minister of Education, requesting a se;farate college
: . N v ! - . e
for women. —The Ontafdio Legislature, however, had nd Smith endowment to
.- , | :
fall baé{c i:&on and therefore reluctantly granted women pe.rmi’ssion to study
A " 1 . * .

. ) <
alongside the men. ~ . s

N,

b, ¥ !
While the gquality of womﬁ 's education improved, the clhrriculum

5 .

remained taﬁ.lo?ed to produce wives and mothers. Women could study Moral
- o T . )
Philosophy, ‘\fzelt.,i‘.gion Literature; and Languages, subjects designed to

o

¢ - / A M o . B
broaden their, minds; byt courses which trained them to become%‘self; .
supporting, thereby éncouraging them to abandon the home, were considered
e !
% __,s’/ ° i f N

both wrong’%lnded and dangefous H:Lgher educa‘tlon for women aimed at

strengthem.ng not underm:.m.ng the fainlly. Even Clark Murray hl‘nself Lt
argued tha‘{: thew. rtancé of .woman '/s role within the famly necessitated ) '
, . ", ’»/n‘: [) . . i !
o he.r educa®i - ;' ‘ : I P
! . I - '
~ * Those who had most at heart the importance and Lo e -,
.- sacredness of the family as the centre of all | - ,
P that was best in humanity felt most. strongly R e :
. // that no education was too high foz; her whose .- o :
ya influence in the fapily was most potent... .%4;»:;; - N
c As a result of these attn.tudes access to profess:.onal education came =, -
) N _,../ “a ’
.much more slowly% Teach:.ng, of ¢ourse, remalned the except:.on. Canada's S

o

3
first-doctors had 'co take thelr degrees in Amern.can Universities. 5

Eventually, under pressure, Women's Medical Colleges were establighed in ,
' ' 0 t e ! ) {. 3
1883 in Kingston and Toronto. The idea of a "Women's" Medical College

seemed more fespectable to Victorian prudes who felt it indiscreet for
~ >

. , /
' men and women to study ttle,ldody, P 1cula'51y the male body, together.

©

\

'/F‘ﬁu econémea and low enrolment sade segregation :.mpractical, and 1.n 1906

/ \\~
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’
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the University of 'l‘oronto absorbed the women's sectlon. Smallér

0 -

institutions such as Dalhous:.e had admitted women to 'its-Medical Faculty

from its founding in 1881, ) - o

\\ -

Admission to professional tralnlng counted only one step in the road
_qf = 0

to professional equallty, however. Hospltals in Montreal for example, _
i& - .

refused to, allow women to practice in the:Lr clinics, forcing Bishops"

°

College to close its doors to female medical students in 1900. The same /

applled to law. Although few uru.v@rsmies objected to women taking legal

Y —

\

studies, the Bars “refused them the right ito practice. ‘ .

Educators who had’ intended that more advanced studies only develop

. ™
& _woman's méntal discipline, fitting her bettei for her maternal duty, . \ s

-~ Y

\underestlm,ated ;the effects of education. Many 1n\te111gent womén, after

~ AN " ~
attenda.ng college, became restless and sought more fulfilling work than the 5
- . P S
traditional domestic routine. Higher education began an J.rreversa.ble ;

process whlch led women to demand access to theé world outside the home.

3
. i
- v,
i
]
H

——~ Many women who took the:.r first tralning in dermal Schools asglred after ’

b )

more educat:.on and more challenging’ career -op: rtuxutles. Several-
suffragists who began their lives as teachers ent’ on to become doctors - .-
. - o — £
. . 36 , _\ z
or Journa/llsts. - el

- ! .

- —

Moreover, the type of education the women receiv&ﬁ produced an -
af:tivist frame of min’d. In Moral Phllosophy and in Literature they were
introduced to the great soc1a1 ideas of the age. The McGill currlculum, )

\ f

for example, included readings on William Morris' Social Theories, the

+ e

+ reports of Toynbee Hall, and Benjamin Kidd*s Social Evolution. The spirit

. -~ .
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! .

/ - :
of social reform infected the classroom. 'Accarding to one historian, .

‘ prnac/{:ical ideali’sm replaced r:eligion as the creed of late nineteenth
< R )

. .
’,‘_"ﬁ,— century Cman.37 The humanists, T. H. Huxley, T. H. Green and Kidd, men who

»

- o N ‘
attempted to civilize the Darwinian struggle for existence, came into
. [ .
vogue. The message of the era was "'Usefulnessk

38

social reform', the

A

bettering of daily life for the many...."

of t'he

=)

. Women could .no more read Charles Booth's Life and Labo

People -in London or Seebohm Rowntree's Poverty: A Stu&_v_f/ Town Life

. and remain ﬁngnoved than could their husbands, brothers, \and\fathers.

- [

i " Many revolted against the complagent, inactive, useless life of traditional

! . middlé-élass wifedom and demanded an arena for action. fn the“ words of

A\ — ¢

Carrie Derick, a promnent Montreal suffragist, they wanted "to do," to

Eu
JRPTOY SR

put what they had learned into practice. In €hé first glow of their

G o e

political awakening, in 1891, the McGill Women's Alumnae opened a Girls'

Tooed b

p + Club and Lunchroqmn, the forerunner of the McGill University Sett;lemerit.3? s
T~ - - %

/ ., N
Political consciousness followed closely upon an awareness of social

|
. o

° ' issues. Women quickly npealized the limitations upon their qi/fectiveness

as reformers and many”turned to the suffrage cause aéza result.
o O A . . -y ’
L ..In an even more direct manner, college life introduced w0men to the

8

woman's movement. Follow1ng the male example, female students formed

:
*
3
:
i
g

: ’ debating and alumnae sg¢cieties. At their meetings the women naturally

-

‘ o discussed topics of clrrent publ:.c and political interest, touching

- o

inevitably on the, so-called "woman ] question., In 1896 the McGill

o
. ( . o .
N

Alumnae staged debates on "The Present Course for Women at McGill," .
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' "The Advisabilit/y of Women Working for Money," and "Woman's Duty in R

i aJ( Matters. nd0 Encouraged by the progi'ess women ‘had made, g
. / ol

impresse part:.c@larly by their own promotion into the 1nte111gensia, it is

ot s pr:.sxng that many decided that they ought to possess a vote.

S -

IV ; .

o

o . . .
= - Other types of yomen's.organizations also increased women's awarerness

’ of one another and educated them socially and politically,. Numerous
o ) .
4 ——— - Women's clubs proliferated in Canada towards the end of the nineteenth -.
century. In part these clubs, like the male societies they paralleled, ;-

,were a reactlon to the feelmg of 1ndiv1dual J.nsecurity which accompanied

e

'rapid industnal growth. 41 In part, they provided dn ,outlet for the

PPN

o e

<

Tt

.
i

middle-class educated woman's boredom and frus‘tiation-.u The clubs raﬁgg

1

\ .
from artistia’,jn literary, lpatgiotic and Church groups to societies

L R

... especially dedicated to some aspect of social reform.
L

The Women's Christian Temperance Union, one of the largest and most

N .

influential reform societies, started in Canada in 1873 by Mrs Letitia

Youmans of Picton, Ontariot campaigned primarily for prdhibition. By the

P NPUR YRR S VIV Y

_ turn of the century Canada had locals in most major cities and towns,

o

Pr«:m:inc:.al orga.nfzations in Quebec, Ontario, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, .

- ~

Prince Edward Island,the North West Territories, and a membershlp of pver

six thousand.

Most W.C.T.U. locals had a Franchise Department dedicated

R specifically to the goal of woman suffrage; The frustration of

‘,L s .
campaigning annually for prohibition and-being unable to do anything to & |

»
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, see it enforced convinced some W.C.T.U. members to join oUtright suffrade

Moreover, many temperance men became suffragists because they
.42

societies,

believed that the majority cif women would vote in favour of prohibition.

The National Council of Womén.of Canada, inaugurated in 1893 under

the presidency of Lady Ishbel Aherdeen, the wife of Canada's Governor- )

v

R

General, acted as a clearing house for the social and moral issues of the -

In an .attempt to appeal to all Canadian women, - the Council decidef
. E, .

to disassociate itself from potentially divisive topics such as temperance

day.

/

’
1

however, allowed. the

k’&"

. and woman suffrage. The structure of the Counc.;il,4

suffraglsts to 1nf11trat‘é and slowly to whittle away the prejudlce agaa,nst
their cause. At the same time many National Council members became
- ,disgruntled: at ‘their inability to help oreate the legislation they favoured.
In 1910 the N.G.W., finally and reluctantly, by a vote of/7l to 51, 'passed

. . . 44
. @ resolution endorsing female enfranghq.sement.4

\

.
e

Frequently, women's organizations from other countries, particularly,

from the United .States, played a’role in the political awakening of

—

Canadian women. Both the W.C.T.U. and the N.C.W . had their origins in the .

\

By 2k
United States and were brought to Canada by women who attended American

meet ngs‘.‘ Sometimes Canada played host to visitors from the United States

and overseas. On two occasions, for example, an American group, the

staged conventions on Canadian

2l

~ Associ ati\n

or the Advancement of Women,
1890 in Toronto, the second in 1896

soxl . -One :Q n St John, New Brunswick.

Both meetings received wide and favourable press verage. American

suffrage notables, Julia Ward Howe, Dr Maria

o

A

i




Mrs Lucy StOne, Mrs Martha Strictland, and %‘uss Alice Stone Blackwell

spoke at the Toronto gathering and uﬁdoubtedly inspired some members of

the audience, which on this occasion included at least three active -

9
et

.Canadian suffragists, Mrs James L, Hughes, D¥ Susanna Boyle, and Dr Emily Koga

Stom a

Reform associations also functioned at the local level. The Montireal/,

-
-~

\

- Women's Club, founded if 1891 by a pr iinent Montreal woman, Mrs Robert

~

Reid, and modelled on the Chicago Womien's .Club, is but one example. This .

society also served as a political educator. The menmbers discussed

numerous women's and more general social problems, including women's legal
~CF ! .

position in Quebec, the status of women in the academic professions,

v

. prison reform, and new methods of education.46 Not surprisingly, several

e H nebakd v s

 members later became Montreal's leading suffragists - Dr Grace Ritchie,

3

Carrie Derick, Helen R. Y. Reid, Margaret Polson Clark Murray, and

Henrietta Muir Edwards.47 . .o

iy
fs

Patriotic associations like the Women's Canadian Club and the Imperial x

Order of Daughters of the E:ﬂﬁire strengthened women's nationalist i

-7 commitment. Business as‘sociations such as the Canafllian Business Women's -~ 2
Club, the Canadlori Women's Press Club and the many Teachers' Associations \'v.:?
provided a forum where common grievances CO‘\flld be discussed. Civic ’/clubs, i
social science clubs and consumer protectio;m leagues emphasized current

social problems and the need for_}g;ea?:er state interference. Religious

Bt e

’\‘ A . B -
*Societies brought\women\into touch with the new social gospel. Each,

i i e e ! s f -
- a , . i T S e 3y
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drawing women out of the confines of their homes and encBuraging‘them to

think, to discuss, and to.question. - R

-

®
The suffrage movement profited from the opportunities made available

2
t

£ - . . .
to women in the late nineteenth century. In fact, it could not have

7

emerged but for these developments. The sex ratio in the city and the new
jobs made available by technological change drew women into the labour -

It became necessary and acceptable for women to work.

®

Independent-minded women naturally began to questipn the restrictions

placed on the type of work available to them.

market.

3

Those who remained housewives took advantage of the leisure created
- ‘ \
by new domestic innovations to participate in extra-familial activities.

Urban congestion and the new industrialism evoked a reform movement which

-

‘touched both men and women. Women encountered the new social ideas in | ,

college and in reform associations. The heavy emphasis on individual
- : /

activism and govermment intervegﬁionﬂled many to seek the franchise.
The whoie,;deEQEf a liberated womanhood emerged as a consequence of

industrialization and.its social repercussions. Women may have felt
. | - |
stifled by the restraints of the nuclear family and dull, domestic Ly

. g 4 . 14 4
routine in pre-industrial times ® put industrialism compounded the - ,ﬁ\

WY
o

sensation of uselessness and powerlessness at the same time as it offered
women opportunities to break out of the routine by either taking a job, '

going to school, or joining some society.

Iel
o,
\ S
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Given the urban character of Canada's suffrage movement, it is not

e

- surprising that the first suffrage society appeared in Toronto, Canada's

‘J;@rgest English-speaking metropolis. This society, the Toronto Women's

£)

Literary Society, founded in 1877 by Dr Emily Stowe, remained active under

?

different names until the federal franchise victory in 1918. Small though

it was, the T.W.L.SMvealé several important features of the, early

£ q‘_ﬁuffrage campaign, principally the Etrengtih of the American influence“and

~the. feminist nature of its programme. Consequently, both the society and

-

-

the women who organized it deserve detailed study.

1

Y
// \ .-

v
v
.

Emily Stowe, the mother of the suffrage movement; was born Emily
L)

.

Howard Jennings in 1832 in Norwich, Ontario. She received her early

- - 1 5
education from her mother, Hannah Howard, a Quaker from Rhode Island.

oY

The Quakers, of course, were well known for théir egalitarian ideas towards
women.l' The eldest §f six girls, Emily began teaching at a};é fifteen in

a country school. She graduated from the Normal School for Upper Canada

o

College in 1853 and became at twenty, Canada's first woman principal at

&

Brantford Public School. Four years later she married a carriage paker,

- b gt h - - o L o e




P

66

»

- ’
- o ,

. . =
'
-

John Sfowé, and left her job to assume the traditional role of wife and

I

mother. The Stowes had three children, two sons, John and Frank, and

" a daughter, Augusta. In 1864 her husband developed tuberculosis ax;d Emily

« 9

returned to work. She was now the family's chief breadwinner.2

w

Following the example &f two younger sisters, Emily decided to become

a doctor. She encountered first hand the existing opposition to women in

I3

medicine. Fpirst she was rejected by the University of Toronto Medical

13

Facuity. Undeterred, she enrolled in the New York Medical College for

Women. Here she met several American feminists, notably Elizabeth Cady

Stanton and £isan B, Anthony, the founders of the first American suffrage
a*ssocia‘l:ion,3 Emily returned to Canada in 1868 a doctor and a feminist.4
Jlmnediatel'y she initiatéd a series of lectures on the subject of "Woman's

AN a4

Sphere, " sponsored by the Mechanfcs' Institutes in Toronto, Oshawa, Whitby,

. and Brantford. Then, in 1877, she attended a meeting of the American

’

Association for the Advancement of W&hen\ which prompted her to found the -

Toronto Women's Literary Society (T.W.L.S.). Ostensibly a society for the
advancement of women's intellgctual development, the Toronto group was

_really a front for suffrage activity. Six years later the T.W.L.S. dropped

its disguis_e and proclaimed itself Canada's first national suffrage

association.

i T Ly

A brief glance at the T.W.L.S.'s membership reveals a diversity of

backgrounds and of political and religious creeds. Miss Hélex_l Archibald,

a personal friend of Dr Stowe's, helped organize the Society but she died

,

in 1880, leaving no record of her other interests. More information is
¥
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) available on a third member, Mrs Sarah A. _Curzon.\s Born in England in

-~

SPUSIPN PP

S W

1832 and educated privately there, she arrived in Canada in 1862 with her

husband, Ropert Curzon of Norfolk. A part-time author and playwright, she

-

RS

actively pursued a career in drama after her husband's death in 1878. 1In
\

1887 she published her principal work, the story of Laura Secord, one of

4
-

‘Canada's pioneer heroines. Mrs Curzon, on behalf of the Literary Society,

AS . o

"contributed a column to the Canada Citizen, Canada's first prohibitionist . -

€

paper, thereby establijshing an early li}m between prohibition and suffraé'e. R
u q ) )

-

] In religion, an Anglican, in poli'tics, a Conservative, she defended

v 1
rotection and imperialism. Several women's associations\‘ occupied her
b

N -

spare ‘time: the National Council of Women, the York Pioneer History

i

. . i

Society, the Women's Art Association, and the Women's Canadian Historical %
. - 3
Society. 5 ’
‘ . 3

A fourth member, Mrs Jessie McEwen, whose personal background is - . %
. - t ]

¥

o . e
unknown, became a member of the Committee to form the Women's Medical

.t

College in:Toronto in 1883. That same year she became President of the

7

Canadian Woman Euffrage Society, the successor to the T.W.L.S. Shortly /

thereafter she set out for the West where she bécame Provincial Vice-
- President of the N.C.W. for Manitoba.

3

, Mrs Mary McDonnell,’a fifth member of the Literary Society, the wife

of Donald Aeneas McDonnell, soldier, politician, and public servant,6 was )

>
un

’ \
elected first Provisional Vice-President of the N.C.W. in 1893. A'\&membxer
of the incorporatigng committee of fhe Toronto W.C.T.U. in 1888, she headed

- . ’ L
the Dominion W.C.T.U. for several.years. Her political views are unknown;

o

.
o

- RN
.
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her re .'Lgl S at&ltudes were,x uporthodox. "a deep student of philosophy
/ ' ¢ " .
-~ amd con;ﬁarat:we rel:.gion, “she outg'rew the musty creeds and superstitions
AEY . st \ < )
- -of‘/th; pa%t.{,\foming‘ a ghilosophy,‘of 1ife be:sed on the science of the '
r/‘l!l.‘i.l“\d."7 ] ~ ’

Politically the women were scgarcely a menolith. According to Sarah

\

. ’ a P~ M ' .
,&urz,og, a Conservative, the early suffrage movement contained too many

. "Grits,” She dbjected to the Grit pretensions to being "the only and
K <

I I yA
*omgn.nai party of progress" and tr:.ed to conscrlpt Sir John Macdonald and

¥t \ * *

- hJ.s,,w;Lfe to the rsuu‘.fr:—.lge cause to ;\.ncredse the Conservative representatlon. N

'.,\ * *

Ry

The Conservat.we press proved difficult to ¢dnvert however, and efyen ..
8

4

refused to prln‘t Mrs-Curzon's letters on the’ subject.

Dr Stowe stpod fafthest to_the left politiqally. Influenced by her ;

- slster, Dr Hannah A.-Kimball of Chicago, a devotee of the Amerlcan o o, f:
! .reformer, Edward B’el].amy,9 Dr Stowe often spoke under the auspices of the ' ‘

K

- Canadian Coumnmeaith"Federation .and the i\nti-Pove;rty Association. She .
b , 1 \ , A v

—k £ publicly endorsed Henry Georde's Single Tax, approved Labour Exchanges.on ‘ :
. C the principle that money shouldw;ie a mere represe;:tative or symbol of value, ol
. . and had a 'vague conception of somethin;"she called a ’:Just.ice Alliax;ce," ‘

-

a body of workers which could select its own council to conduct the cases .
o of :Lﬁs~appllcants in civ:[l_ and criminal c'burts.lp She also wrote on -

‘ ; o mclo-ecowc issues. According to oixe rg}r}ewer; her book, SOCio-Economic

: ' . Myths and Myth Mekers, attacked me’Muiution of rent, crn.t:.cized t#x

nh myt*h of the "republlcanism of t_he jgreat republic" (the United Sx:ate7{, and*

v/ - s : :
( - . ? 11 ) o

~

advocated "Fraternal socialism."™™ - . ‘ .o~

,
\ ~ s N g - = ONO e
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No political, religious, or reform aff:.liat:.on cementedg these earl?'

- ’ suffrag:.sts. Dr Stowe was a Methodist of Quaker ongxn; Mrs- C‘urzon, an __: 5
° !

~ - P

Anglican; Mrs McDonnell, a 'I'heosoph:.st Only Mrs McDonnell had an a\Lcj:ive',“’" ) -
7 - \\ . "/

interest'in temperance. ‘ , \ C

’

The women sharged one common cause, a desire to end discrimination
o .against women gnd to remove jnll’ restrictions upon their activ:.t:.es. Their

single-minded devot:.on ko women's rlghts subsumed diffuse pq]t;t,;.cal and

}3
2

’ religious affiliations. : ) 7 .

' The scope of their programme justifies the titlﬁfeminist} since
ithey desired, socmlogJ.cal ~as well as political chaﬁge. Heldn Archibald .
. e 9 < .
stated the fema.rust case clearly 'and we can only regret t more

i . &

. lnformata.on ebout_ab:.er is not avéllable.

Women's battle .is not so much with the written as
. + with the unwritten laws of ‘the country. When we ~
. consider what . vast amount ong- g there

is in regard tp woman's work and woman's sphere, we -

/
N
. .
'U_“'mf'v“"’ A b O A S S i v ¢ 8 %
T

! " may well stand appalled; oyr legal and pol:.t:Lcal
disabllz.ties seem trifling|in comparlson 12 _
o W The Soc1ety demanded hlgher educational opportum.ties for women '
‘ " 0 . v,__y,,u-'

which in .1tsel/ﬁ Was ‘not a, radlcal request .in’ the late nineteenth century.\
The women were not content wiﬂNew token univers:.ty courses; however,

and demande& tomglete coeducation arld the r:.ghi to study for the -

profess:.ons, Mrs’ Curzon aﬁi Mrs McEwen, the one a dev;ﬁut Conservative,

" . . Ce the other a"true "Grit, " buried their political hat‘.chet in order to
|
campaign fdr the admz.ssiog of women to the University of Toronto.  Emily

( ' Stowe grit:?_,cized the traditional female education and defended woman's

'right'to a solid and' thorough training "in the more vigorous branches of

.
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/

classical and mathematical science,"

&
Logically professional education meant professional employment. The

' Society considf.-red the "home circle'/ too narrow and too confining to absorb

fgq,ll of a woman' s capa.bll}* ies and indisted-instead that every. field of s

A- R N \ ' r
activity be opened to women. Dr Stowe argued that a woman ought to be free

to elect for hersslf the employment, best suited to her. She put her belief .
\ ' .
into practice, dedicating her life to:opening the study of medicine to

Canadian women. She campaigned for and helped establish the Toronto

C s

Women s Medlcal Collége J.n 1883. That same year she enjoyed a sweet

mn ,

revenge ‘as her daughter, Augusta Stowe-Gullen, graduated from Victoria
UniVersi/w, the first woman te receive her medical eduycation entirely ‘x.n
Canada. ‘ 2 C .

In the economic realm, the Literary’ Society led the contest for equal

/,.property rights for mareied women. English Common Law, which‘applied in '

¢
o

every province except Quebec, reduced a married woman to a legal nonentity: \

"By marriage, the husband and wife are one pérson. 1n law; that is, the very
' 14w .

e -

, being’ or legaJ; exlgtence of the woman is suspended during marriage."

At marriage, a woman ' 8 property became her husband's, as did any money she
Y 4 ——rtop -

earned or recleved after marriage. Nor could a woman sue or be sued or . oy

make a will in her own name.

a5 -

The Literary Society cbnsidered the situatioh unjust and an insult to

< -

~women. In 1883 they initi:ated,q\ﬂcampa{gn) for legislation giving women
) - g
control over their own property. W}thin a year, Ontario introduced *
- \ - ‘h % . :
,1/Married Womati!s Property Act, medeli%d on the 1882 Britisli’Consolidating

/ - 7
/I ¢ -
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the nature of the legois];@tion. In‘danada s/other Prov:Lrices, Property Acts

passed completely imsolicited, 15 in several nstances years before the

S
Ontario legislation. Further study suggests/that interests other than ‘
women's rights speeded their implementdtion. ) ’
Prior to the Prbperty Acts , for example, a husband could be held !
: . P

 trust.

5t

responszble for h:Ls wife's antes/and post-nuptial debts; after 1884 (in ==

Ontario) a married woman could be sued in her own name and daKxnages would

e e

be taken out of her private jproperty. The Acts also provided security for N

”

<

men in business who wished Yo make over the house and other property to

their wives in case of bankry of cy.16 Very practical motives accelereted T

jonally considered a political

i
within the home needed strengthe‘nin&

eed the property victo;? The real

1-." o 1t

pressure jor the lay Seemns ave come from wealthy Fathers who wished

hinst

to Yeave property to their married daughters and to secure it a

spend-thrift husbands w—ithout the

&

legal comppication of placing it i

s e b

A3
%

"
~ . i {

The early suffragists tried to put women's interests first but they

found it difficult to escape the bourgeois values of their class. Even
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e -
the first suffrage movement showed a marked middle-class bias.

\ @
despite their use of democratic arguments in defence of woman's right to

vote,‘none advqgated universal manhood suffrage. Suffrage was a rlght of

property hleers or, preferably, of an.educated ellte. At first the . 7
f

T.W.L.S. endorsed the basic principle of British conservatlsm, that only

property ought to be represented. By 1880, influenced by the liberal

thinkers of the day, primarily by John Stuart Mill, the Association ruled

that many intelligent votes were Be@ng lost through the defects of tﬁe
. - -] ' }
property qualification and that the true basis of the franchise ought,

therefore, to rest in knowledge.17 ’

These first suffragists who were themselves members of the

i~

intelligensia generally subscribed to the middle-class Victorian faith in

education. They envisiened a society ruled by an intelligent meritocracy

or, in Mill's words, a”"qgtigna} clerisy or clergy...."l8 This bel@ff

~ \

imposed strict limitations onktheir\democracy. . They felt that liberty

[

’ A - .
.could be trusted to the masses only in certain circumstances and that, in

— .
general, an intelligent élitePWOuld'have.to “jéad the less disciplined.and

the less instructed to want discipline and,knowleoge‘fbr themselves.“lg

s

'Perhaps Agnes Maule Machar's hero, Roland, captured the suffragists’\idea

o x \
— -.when he declared that labour needed somegne intelligent to "prevent them

s

20 .
ot "\
-

Formal educarionnaione aid noﬁomake'a man a leader. Vietorian

——

liberals distrustéd the purely rational and placed their faith in a rather

o

Q e concept of moral dharacter. “Mill defended'plural~voting, ﬁhe number

4
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For erample,
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of votes a man received depending on his character. But, since Mill

conceived of morality as a learning process, he assumed that it Woufi{

\
arise naturally o\\x\t of a spread of knowledge; hence, the equation between

education and ri.gf\t to rule., On this basis, given the ne\Qré\d cational

opportunities availible to women, their exclusion from the ruling class

&)y

seemed completefii “unreasonable.

4

The' T.W.L.S. claimed to speak on behalf 'of working-class women & well

During the .

—

but their programme reveals the limitati‘ons of t;his commitment.

period under st;udy, the Literary Society passed only one resolfition to
A=y

improve factory conditions and that was "for separate W.C.'s for each sex"”
which spoke more of Victorian sensibilities and a sense of decorum than of

Their support of higher wages for working women also

!

had a “respectable“ ulterior motive, as they believed that better paid

N

genuine concemrn. 22

shop girls would be less! suscept:.ble to "the lure of the streets" or o

23

- prostitution,

from class bias, than th soci:a]/. reform suffragists

movement .

|
|

|

|
i

N\

N

.,

N

. AN
The first suffragists, therr‘efcre, were no

revdemocratic, no freer

-

o soon"dominated the

They were distinguished from their shccessors chiefly by the

priority they placed on women's interests. They retained th sa%e respect

for pmpefty, education, -

s
nd legal rights, that trinity of nineteenth

century $iberal dogmas but challenged the sexual identificatidﬁ of @

ccupations and the ster typ:ﬁ;g"of women as passive, subservient and

%?
ternal.

., 9

»

The implicatio %of this view were far-reaching since it

threatened the continuation of the traditional Victorian family and set
. ) o
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_the rights .0f the individual against those of the collectivity
. ’ ¢
generation of suffragists \who were resolved to preserve the. conventional

1I !

enfranchisement of propertied widows apd spjxnstezws. Based on an| 1869

AN

British prgacedem:,24 tize women hoped to use the municipal \i‘rote as the

N
widows and spinaters.zs Their motives, as in the case of ‘the Property

Acts, are open to question. Independent, thatvis,

»

property owners received t;_hB municipal vote

fundamentally. conservative: the common belief

< N

- ‘-W,s u -
reptesented and the growing conviction that’ the femajle middle classes

would bolster the social order.

3

The same reasons also explain Sir John A. Matdonald's unexpected

appeal for the federal eénfranchisemeny of propertiled widows and spinsters,// S

ncLine Bill.
Canada had only jl;Bt begun and
b .

reached the Prime Minister.,

ra—
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could support female enfranchiseﬁgnt, a, supposedly liberal, if not radical ]

re_aform suggests a whole other side to the woman suffrage question.

The question of property was all important. Macdonald, a true
conservative who congistently defended the right of all property to - .
representation,26 was even willing to extend thié right to women. No doubt -
he also believed that the votes of propertied women, like those of

Q
propertied men, would help keep him in

er. Macdonald feared the ’
influence of the new working clqés §nd wi heq‘to compensate by enlistiné .
an untapped reservoir of Conservative sup 5rt. At one stage he even ;
suggésted giving propertied, married women| a vote as well on the grounds . -
that it would doubqutheFreprgsenfdtion of| the family, ;gain with S \
predictable conservative results. Macdonald believed that in general

women were social conservatives who could, |therefore, help stabilize the K

~—

social structure and "strengthen the defen%fs against the eruption of an

unbridled democracy."2 . . .

. ! 4

Macdonald, o urse, anticipated no radical role change for women, o

not even their election to-the legislature.28 He simply wished to gibe

a second voice to woman's traditional sphere, the home, and garner more

TIPS S P

PAs

Congervative votes.:

As early as 1883, therefore, some Canadian politicia