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Background: Chemotherapy resistance has long been recognized as a major obstacle to 
cancer treatment. Therefore, elucidating the underlying mechanisms of chemotherapy resis-
tance is conducive to developing new strategies to improve patients’ response to chemother-
apy drugs.
Materials and Methods: Real-time quantitative PCR (QPCR) was applied to measure the 
expression levels of lncRNAs. LINC01572 was down-regulated or up-regulated in GC cells 
transfected with either LINC01572 shRNA or overexpression vectors. In vitro and in vivo 
experiments were conducted to investigate the role of LINC01572 in autophagy-related 
chemotherapy resistance.
Results: Compared with the parental cells, drug-resistant GC cells had a higher level of 
LINC01572. Silencing of LINC01572 inhibited chemotherapy-induced autophagy, while its 
knockout sensitized GC cells against chemotherapy drugs. As a competitive endogenous 
RNA of miR-497-5p, LINC01572 weakened the inhibitory effect of miR-497-5p on ATG14, 
leading to chemically induced autophagy and chemotherapy resistance in GC cells.
Conclusion: A new mechanism of GC autophagy-related chemotherapy resistance regulated 
by lncRNA was explored in this study, providing a new perspective for understanding 
chemotherapy resistance.
Keywords: LINC01572, miR-497-5p, gastric cancer, drug resistance

Introduction
As the most frequent and prevalent malignant gastrointestinal tumor globally, 
gastric cancer (GC) has been reported to be the third leading cause of cancer- 
related deaths.1,2 Although the continuous improvement of medical standards has 
brought about a great leap in the treatment and diagnosis of GC in various aspects, 
most advanced GC patients still confronted with the fact that the disease cannot be 
cured, and the prognosis is extremely unsatisfactory.3 Studies have found that4 

perioperative adjuvant chemotherapy can effectively reduce distal metastasis and 
improve the survival rate of GC patients. Clinically, cisplatin (DDP) is the main-
stream chemotherapy drug for GC at present. However, in the process of che-
motherapy, drug resistance is inevitable, which is a key obstacle to ameliorate the 
prognosis of GC patients.5,6 Hence, we hope to further explore new potential 
therapeutic targets to fulfill our ends of improving the survival and prognosis of 
GC patients by understanding the underlying mechanism.

Belonging to the family of endogenous non-coding RNA,7 long non-coding 
RNA (lncRNA) is reported be more than 200nt in length with the capacity to 
encode protein, which is considered as an mRNA-like transcript.8 In recent years, 
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studies have exhibited that9–11 lncRNAs participate in 
multiple biological functions during chromatin imprinting, 
chromatin modification, chromatin, and maintenance. 
What’s more, it is reported that12–15 lncRNAs are involved 
in the occurrence, development, invasion, and metastasis 
of tumors, and is closely related to drug resistance of 
tumors. For example, Zhang et al16 revealed that PVT1 
overexpression enhanced multi-drug resistance in GC 
cells, and other evidence has17 exhibited that overexpres-
sion of GHET1 increased multi-drug resistance of GC 
cells. All these indicate that lncRNA is closely related to 
GC resistance. Of these, LINC01572, a member of the 
lncRNA family, has been shown to be differentially 
expressed in lung cancer expression profile,18 but its role 
in GC has not been clarified. In order to determine the 
expression of LINC01572 in GC, we search TCGA data-
base to find that it was highly expressed in GC patients, 
which suggested its role as a potential diagnosis of GC. 
However, whether it can be a target of drug resistance in 
GC needs further exploration.

Therefore, this study was set out to explore the clinical 
value of LINC01572 in GC and the mechanism related to 
drug resistance, in an attempt to provide a potential target 
for clinical treatment of this disease.

Materials and Methods
Tissue Sample Collection
Thirty patients with GC, all resistant to DDP, who were 
treated in our hospital from May 2014 to March 2017 were 
enrolled (drug resistance group), and another 30 patients 
with GC who were sensitive to DDP treatment (non-drug 
resistance group) were collected. All patients underwent 
surgical treatment in our hospital. The tumor tissues of the 
patients were collected during the operation and stored at 
−80 °C for later use. Concurrently, 30 healthy controls 
were collected as the control group. Peripheral blood of 
the three groups was collected to detect the expression of 
LINC01572. This study was approved by the Medical 
Ethics Committee of Cangzhou Central Hospital, and writ-
ten informed consent was obtained from each participant.

Cell Line Source
Normal gastric mucosal cell line GES-1 and parental GC cell 
lines BGC823 and SGC7901, as well as corresponding DDP- 
resistant strains (BGC823/DDP and SGC7901/DDP) were 
all purchased from the American Type Culture Collection 
(ATCC; Rockville, MD, USA). All the cells were cultured in 

PRMI-1640 medium (Gibco, USA) containing 10% bovine 
fetal serum (Gibco, USA) 37 °C with 5% CO2.

Cell Transfection
Cell transfection was conducted with the Lipofectamine 3000 
(Invitrogen) kit. pcDNA3.1 was adopted to construct the 
LINC01572 overexpression and inhibition vectors 
(pcDNA3.1-LINC01572, si-LINC01572), and the empty vec-
tor pcDNA3.1 (Vector) was used as the control. Besides, miR- 
497-5p overexpression (miR-497-5p-mimics), miR-497-5p 
inhibitor (miR-497-5p-inhibit) and negative control (miR- 
NC) were established.

PCR Detection
Total RNA was extracted from patients’ serum, nude mice 
tissues and cells by TRIzol kit (Invitrogen, USA), and the 
determination of its purity, concentration, and integrity 
was conducted by UV spectrophotometer and agarose-gel 
electrophoresis. Subsequently, TaqMan ™ Reverse 
Transcription Kit (Invitrogen, USA) was applied for 
reverse transcription strictly following the kit instructions. 
The obtained cDNA was reserved for subsequent research. 
Then came the PCR amplification, which was performed 
with the help of PrimeScript RT Master Mix kit (Takara 
Bio, Japan). Amplification system: SYBR qPCR Mix: 10 
μL, upstream primer: 0.8 μL, downstream primers: 0.8 μL, 
cDNA product: 2 μL, 50 × ROX reference dye: 0.4 μL, 
and RNase-free water in a final volume of 20 μL. PCR 
reaction conditions (40 cycles): pre-denaturation: 95 °C, 
60s, denaturation: 95 °C, 30s, annealing and extension: 60 
°C, 40s. Three parallel replicate wells were designed in the 
experiment, and all specimens were tested 3 times. U6 and 
GADPH were used as the internal parameters, and 2− ΔΔ ct 

was utilized for data analysis.19 The PCR instrument used 
in this study was 7900 PCR from ABI.

Western Blot Detection
The collected cells were lysed with RIPA lysate (Thermo 
Scientific™, USA), and centrifuged for 10min at 16,000*g to 
prepare the homogenate. Then, the proteins were quantified 
using the BCA kit (Thermo Scientific™, USA). 
Subsequently, the proteins were sealed with 5% skim milk, 
and added with primary antibodies ATG14, LC3I/II, and β- 
actin (R&D, USA) at a ratio of 1:1000, for a 90-minute 
incubation. Thereafter, horseradish peroxidase-coupled goat 
anti-mouse/rabbit IgG (R&D, USA) was added as the sec-
ondary antibody (1:1000). Finally, the Western blot was 
detected using enhanced chemiluminescence reagent (ECL; 
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Thermo Fisher Scientific, USA), and Amersham Prime ECL 
Plus detection system was used for detection.

DDP Resistance Detection
Cell resistance detection was performed by the MTT method. 
First, the viability of CG cells exposed to DDP at different 
concentrations (0.5, 1, 2, 4, 8, 16, 32 μ/mL) was measured. 
Then, the IC50 value (half maximum inhibitory concentra-
tion) was used to determine the DDP sensitivity, and the 
inhibition rate of cells treated with varying concentrations 
of DDP was calculated to draw the inhibition curve. Note: 
The concentration of DDP in the curve corresponding to 50% 
inhibition of cell viability was the IC50 value.

Apoptosis Detection
Cell apoptosis and cell cycle were determined by Flow cyto-
metry, specifically as follows: after adjusting to a cell suspen-
sion of 1×106, the cells were seeded in cell culture flasks for 
overnight growth after 48hours of transfection. Then, the cells 
were collected and rinsed with PBS, and the apoptosis rate was 
measured using Annexin V-FITC apoptosis detection kit 
(Invitrogen ™, USA) following the kit instructions.

Cell Invasion Experiment
Transwell chamber was used to detect cell invasion, and 
the specific steps were as follows: BGC823/DDP and 
SGC7901/DDP were adjusted to 1×104 and seeded into 
Transwell upper chamber where 50 ul Matrigel was added, 
and the lower chamber was added with 600 mL FBS 
(20%). After 48 hours of incubation, the invading cells 
were immobilized with 4% paraformaldehyde for 30min 
before washing with PBS, followed by the staining with 
0.1% crystal violet for 15min. At last, the number of cell 
invasion was counted under a microscope.

Dual-Luciferase Reporter Assay
The potential targets of LINC01572 and miR-497-5p were 
predicted by StarBase v3.0 and TargetScan, respectively, 
and verified by luciferase reporter gene assay. The synthesized 
3ʹ-UTR sequence or mutant UTR sequence of LINC01572 
and ATG14 were then inserted into the pGL3 
control vector (Promega, Madison, Wisconsin, USA). 
Thereafter, HEK-293T and miR-497-5p were transfected 
with wild-type or mutant LINC01572-3ʹ-UTR and ATG14-3ʹ- 
UTR, respectively, followed by the transduction with miR- 
497-5p mimics. Forty-eight hours later, the luciferase activity 
of the collected cells was measured using a dual-luciferase 
reporter kit (Berthold, Bad Wildbad, Germany).

RIP
RNA immunoprecipitation (RIP) was used to identify 
whether LINC01572 and miR-497-5p could interact with 
or bind to Ago2, a possible binding protein in BGC823 
cells. EZMagna RIP kit (Millipore, Billerica, MA, USA) 
was applied according to the manufacturer’s instructions. 
The EC109 cells were lysed and incubated with protein 
A magnetic beads, which were conjugated with antibodies 
at 4 °C. Six hours later, the beads were washed with 
washing buffer and then incubated with 0.1% SDS and 
0.5 mg/mL proteinase K at 55 °C for 30 minutes to remove 
the protein. Finally, qRT-PCR analysis was performed on 
the immunoprecipitated RNA to demonstrate the presence 
of LINC01572 and miR-497-5p using specific primers.

Tumorigenesis Experiment in Nude Mice
Twelve 4-week-old BALB/c nude mice, with a mass of 8– 
10g, were purchased from Beijing Vital RiverLaboratories 
Co., Ltd and subdivided into four groups, with 3 mice in 
each group. Together with and stably transfected BGC823/ 
DDP cells (1.0×107), Vector, miR-497-5p-mimics+Vector, 
pcDNA3.1-LINC01572+Vector, pcDNA3.1-LINC01572 
+miR-497-5p-mimics, were respectively injected into the 
right side of the posterior teeth of nude mice. The experi-
ment lasted for 4 weeks. The nude mice were injected 
intraperitoneally with DDP PBS (10 mg/kg) since the 
2nd week, and the tumor volume (formula: 0.5 × length 
× width2) of nude mice was measured once a week. Four 
weeks later, all the nude mice were killed to weigh the 
tumor mass. The animal experimental procedures were 
approved by the animal experimental ethics committee of 
Cangzhou Central Hospital Cangzhou Central Hospital, 
and the experiments were carried out following the 
Guide for the Care and Use of Experimental Animals.

Statistical Analysis
In this study, the collected data was statistically analyzed 
using SPSS20.0, and the picture rendering was performed 
by GraphPad 7. The K–S test was used to analyze the 
distribution of the dose data, among which the normal 
distribution data was represented by mean ± standard 
deviation (Mean ± SD). The independent sample t-test 
was adopted for inter-group comparison, and one-way 
analysis of variance (ANOVA) was employed for compar-
ison among groups, expressed as F. The post hoc pairwise 
comparison was done by LSD-t test, and the multi-time 
expressions were analyzed by repeated measures ANOVA, 
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denoted by F. Bonferroni was responsible for post hoc test, 
and the Pearson test was used to analyze the correlation of 
LINC01572 with miR-497-5p and ATG14 in patient tis-
sues. P<0.05 indicated a statistically significant difference.

Results
Overexpression of LINC01572 in 
DDP-Resistant GC Patients
We found through TCGA database that LINC01572 was 
highly expressed in cancer samples (Figure 1A). Then, we 
test its expression in DDP-resistant and non-drug-resistant 
patients through clinical experiments. It was observed that 
the expression of LINC01572 in non-DDP-resistant patients 
was markedly increased, as compared with DDP-resistant 

patients, while its expression in serum of DDP-resistant and 
non-resistant patients was remarkably elevated as compared to 
controls (Figure 1B and C). Besides, the expression of 
LINC01572 in drug-resistant cell lines was higher than that 
of parental cells and normal cells (Figure 1D). Overall, we 
confirmed that LINC01572 was highly expressed in GC, and 
was more significantly expressed in DDP-resistant GC 
patients.

Knockout of LINC01572 Promoted 
Apoptosis and Invasion of DDP-Resistant 
Cell Lines and Reduced Drug Resistance
Through the above studies, we have confirmed that the expres-
sion of LINC01572 in drug-resistant GC cell lines was higher 

Figure 1 High expression of LINC01572 in patients with GC. (A) Expression of LINC01572 in GC patients in the TCGA database. (B) Expression of LINC01572 in the 
tissues of drug-resistant and non-drug resistant patients. (C) Expression of LINC01572 in serum of patients in the control group, drug-resistant group and non-drug resistant 
group. (D) Expression of LINC01572 in drug-resistant and parental cell lines. **Indicates P<0.01, and ***Indicates P<0.001.
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than that in parental cell lines. In order to observe the effect of 
LINC01572 on drug-resistant cell lines, we constructed three 
inhibitory sequences. It was found that si-LINC01572 # 2 had 
the most obvious inhibitory effect on DDP-resistant cell lines 
(Figure 2A). Subsequently, we detected the invasion and 
apoptosis of DDP cell lines transfected with si-LINC01572 
#2. The results demonstrated that the number of BGC823/ 
DDP and SGC7901/DDP invasion cells declined remarkably 
and the apoptosis rate increased after LINC01572 knockout 
(Figure 2B and C), suggesting that the decrease of LINC01572 
could inhibit DDP-resistant cells’invasion. What’s more, the 
IC 50 of DDP-resistant cell lines decreased significantly after 
LINC01572 knockdown, which increased the sensitivity of 
DDP-resistant cell lines (Figure 2D–G).

LINC01572 Functioned as a Sponge for 
miR-497-5p
To determine the correlation between of LINC01572 disor-
ders and DDP resistance, we further predicted the potential 

target of LINC01572 through the online software starbase3.0 
(http://starbase.sysu.edu.cn/). It was found that miR-497-5p 
and LINC01572 had targeted binding sites (Figure 3A). 
Then, dual-luciferase activity was detected to confirm their 
relationship. It showed that the luciferase activity of 
LINC01572-WT was profoundly inhibited after co- 
transfection with miR-497-5p-mimics, while the luciferase 
activity of LINC01572 was not significantly changed after 
co-transfection with LINC01572-MUT, indicating that 
LINC01572 could bind to miR-497-5p in a targeted manner 
(Figure 3B). RIP experiment was further carried out to vali-
date the correlation between the two. The results exhibited 
that the expression levels of LINC01572 and miR-497-5p 
precipitated by Ago2 antibodies were significantly higher 
than those precipitated by IgG (Figure 3C). Subsequently, 
we detected miR-497-5p expression in LINC01572 trans-
fected cells. The results demonstrated that the miR-497-5p 
level in BGC823/DDP and SGC7901/DDP cells was mark-
edly inhibited after up-regulation of LINC01572, while 
reverse results were obtained after LINC01572 knockout. 

Figure 2 Effects of LINC01572 on DDP-resistant cells (A) Relative expression of LINC01572 in transfected cell lines. (B) Cell invasion number decreased after transfection 
with si-LINC01572 # 2. (C) Apoptosis rate increased after transfection with si-LINC01572 # 2. (D) Cell survival rate and IC50 of BGC823 parental and drug-resistant cell 
lines at different concentrations. (E) Cell viability and IC50 of SGC7901 parental and drug-resistant cell lines at different concentrations. (F) Cell survival rate and IC50 of 
BGC823 parental and drug-resistant cell lines at different concentrations after transfection with si-LINC01572 # 2. (G) Cell survival rate and IC50 of SGC7901 parental and 
drug-resistant cell lines at different concentrations after transfection with si-LINC01572 # 2. **indicates P<0.01.
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Moreover (Figure 3D), miR-497-5p was found to be under-
expressed in cancer tissues of DDP-resistant patients and was 
negatively correlated with LINC01572 (Figure 3E–G).

Up-Regulation of miR-497-5p Blocked 
ATG14, Inhibited Autophagy, and 
Promoted Apoptosis in DDP-Resistant 
Cells
To investigate the effect of miR-497-5p on cell resistance, we 
constructed miR-497-5p-mimics, miR-497-5p-inhibit, and 
the miR-NCs of BGC823/DDP and miR-NCSGC7901/DDP 
cells. It was found that miR-497-5p expression was notably 
increased after transfection with miR-497-5p-mimics (Figure 
4C), the IC50 was significantly reduced, and the apoptosis 
rate increased as compared with miR-NC transected cells. 
The results of miR-497-5p-inhibit transfected cells were 
opposite to those of miR-497-5p-mimics transfected ones, 
that is, the expression of miR-497-5p declined markedly, 
the IC 50 increased, and the apoptosis rate decreased 
(Figure 4D–F). Then, to inquiry into the mechanism of 
miR-497-5p in drug resistance, we found through online 
prediction website Targetscan (http://www.targetscan.org/ 
vert_72/) that ATG14 and miR-497-5p had targeted binding 
sites (Figure 4A). Later, dual-luciferase reporter analysis 
exhibited that the luciferase activity was markedly inhibited 
after co-transfection of ATG14-WT and miR-497-5p-mimics, 
while that of ATG14-MUT was not suppressed. Furthermore 

(Figure 4B), WB revealed that ATG14 was dramatically 
reduced after miR-497-5p-mimics transfection, and we also 
noticed the increase of LC3-I expression and decrease of 
LC3-II. Conversely, the transfection of miR-497-5p-inhibit 
resulted in the opposite results (Figure 4G). Moreover, the 
detection of clinical samples exhibited an increase in ATG14 
expression in the tissues of drug-resistant patients. 
Correlation analysis confirmed that ATG14 was negatively 
related to miR-497-5p in patients’ tissues, and positively 
correlated with LINC01572 (Figure 5A–D).

Down-Regulation of LINC01572 Inhibited 
Autophagy and Promoted Tumor Growth 
Through miR-497-5p ATG14 Axis
Vector, miR-497-5p-mimics+Vector, 
pcDNA3.1-LINC01572+Vector, pcDNA3.1-LINC01572 
+miR-497-5p-mimics nude mouse models were estab-
lished to further observe whether LINC01572 affected 
GC growth through the miR-497-5p/ATG14 axis. After 
treating with DDP in the second week, the tumor volume 
and mass of nude mice injected with miR-497-5p-mimics 
+Vector were found to be significantly reduced (Figure 6A 
and (B); the detection of protein expression revealed that 
ATG14 and LC3-II were reduced, and LC3-I expression 
increased (Figure 6E). Also, we observed that the tumor 
volume and mass of nude mice after co-transfection of up- 
regulated LINC01572+miR-497-5p-mimics increased 

Figure 3 Relationship between LINC01572 and miR-497-5p. (A) Binding sites between LINC01572 and miR-497-5p. (B) Dual-luciferase reporter confirmed the presence of 
targeted binding between miR-497-5p and LINC01572. (C) RIP experiments verified the enrichment of BLACAT1 and miR-153-3p by Ago2 antibodies. (D) LINC01572 
regulated miR-497-5p expression in cells. (E) Expression of miR-497-5p in DDP-resistant and non-DDP-resistant patients. (F) Expression of miR-497-5p in serum of healthy 
controls and GC patients. (G) LINC01572 was negatively correlated with miR-497-5p in patients’ tissues. **Indicates P<0.01, and ***Indicates P<0.001.
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significantly compared with those merely transfected with 
miR-497-5p-mimics, and the protein expression reversed 
(Figure 6C and D). All these suggested that LINC01572 
down-regulation inhibited autophagy and promoted the 
growth of GC cells by regulating miR-497-5p/ATG14 axis.

Discussion
Drug resistance in tumor therapy has always been a common 
clinical phenomenon, which seriously affects the treatment 
and prognosis of patients. This study revealed that 
LINC01572 expression was remarkably enhanced in patients 
with DDP-resistant GC. Further basic experiments revealed 
that LINC01572 can cause autophagy and make cells resis-
tant to DDP by regulating the miR-497-5p/ATG14 axis, 
which was a promising clinical therapeutic target.

The occurrence of drug resistance in cancer patients is 
due to the long-term use of a sing drug, which makes tumor 

cells resistant to the drug.20 This is also the reason for the 
failure of tumor chemotherapy in clinical practice.21 

Therefore, finding out the relevant mechanism of tumor 
drug resistance is the key to solve this problem. As a kind 
of long non-coding RNA, LncRNA has been reported to 
affect the occurrence of tumors, cardiovascular diseases, 
neurological diseases, and other diseases.22–24 Among 
them, it was found that25 lncRNA, as a competitive response 
element between sponge and miR, blocks its transcription 
and results in different expression. For example, Yan et al26 

reported that by targeting miR-126 to activate the PI3K/ 
AKT/MRP1 gene, lncRNA HOTAIR was able to promote 
DDP-resistance in GC. In addition, Wang et al27 revealed that 
lncRNA SNHG12 promoted multi-drug resistance of lung 
cancer by activating MAPK/slug pathway through sponging 
miR-181a. As a vital member of lncRNA family, 
LINC01572 is located on human 16q22.2 chromosome. 

Figure 4 MiR-497-5p mediated Atg14 to induce autophagy. (A) MiR-497-5p had targeted binding sites with ATG14. (B) Dual-luciferase reporter confirmed the targeting 
relationship between miR-497-5p and ATG14. (C) Relative expression of miR-497-5p in cells after transfection. (D) Drug resistance of BGC823/DDP cells after transfection. 
(E) Drug resistance of SFC7901/DDP cells after transfection. (F) Apoptosis rate after transfection. (G) ATG14, LC3-I, LC3-II protein expression levels in cells after 
transfection. *Indicates P<0.05, **Indicates P<0.01, and ***Indicates P<0.001.
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Previous studies have found that18,28 LINC01572 is differ-
entially expressed in polycystic ovary syndrome and lung 
cancer. The analysis of TCGA database in the present study 
exhibited that LINC01572 was highly expressed in GC, 
which suggested that LINC01572 might be implicated in 
the occurrence and development of GC. In light of this, we 
further carried out clinical and basic research.

Firstly, we found that healthy controls presented high 
LINC01572 expression compared with GC patients, and 
the LINC01572 expression in tissues of drug-resistant GC 
patients was markedly higher than that in non-resistant GC 
patients. All these findings were consistent with the data-
base results, suggesting that LINC01572 participated in 

GC progression, and there was also an association between 
LINC01572 and GC resistance. Further, we conducted 
experiments in order to prove that LINC01572 affected 
the resistance of GC cells. It was found that after 
LINC01572 knockout, the invasion rate of cells was mark-
edly reduced, the apoptosis rate was significantly elevated, 
and the IC50 of drug-resistant cells was notably decreased, 
indicating that LINC01572 knockout could improve the 
sensitivity of drug-resistant cell lines to DDP and had 
a sensitization effect. However, its related mechanism 
remains to be investigated. In this regard, we explored 
the relationship between the two and found the possible 
targeted binding sites between them through online 

Figure 5 Expression and correlation analysis of Atg14 in GC. (A and B) ATG14 expression in patients with GC. (C and D) Correlation of ATG14 with miR-497-5p and 
LINC01572. ***Indicates P<0.001.
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bioinformatics analysis. MiR-497-5p is a tumor suppressor 
gene that presents low expression in many tumors such as 
breast cancer, lung cancer, and glioma.29–31 Feng et al32 

also observed that miR-497-5p hindered the proliferation 
and growth of GC cells by targeting PDK3. However, 
whether miR-497-5p expresses differently in patients 
with GC resistance has not been verified. In our study, 
miR-497-5p was lowly expressed in GC patients, which 
accorded with the results of Liu et al.33 In addition, we 
confirmed that the expression level of miR-497-5p in drug- 
resistant patients was lower than that in non-drug-resistant 
patients. Subsequently, correlation analysis also demon-
strated that miR-497-5p was negatively related to 
LINC01572 in patients’ tissues, indicating that miR-497- 
5p and LINC01572 might have a regulatory relationship. 
Then, dual-luciferase activity detection and RIP 

experiment were carried out to further validate that 
LINC01572 and miR-497-5p did have a targeted regula-
tory effect.

Autophagy refers to the manifestation of cell self- 
phagocytosis. Previously, it is reported that blocked autop-
hagy may promote tumorigenesis.34 Other scholars have 
confirmed that35 autophagy can protect cells from stress 
responses caused by external environments such as starva-
tion and chemoradiation. It is also well established that36 

chemotherapy can induce autophagy in tumor cells, help 
tumor cells escape, avoid fatal injuries, and develop drug 
resistance in cells. ATG14 is an important autophagic 
factor that plays two roles in autophagy:37 one is to form 
a type III Ptdlns3k complex I as a key component, which 
is essential for the formation of autophagy; the other is to 
direct the complex I to the phage assembly site to play 

Figure 6 Effects of LINC01572 on tumor growth in nude mice. (A) Growth curve of nude mice tumors within 28 days after transfection. (B) Tumor mass on day 28 when 
the nude mice were killed. (C) Relative expression of miR-497-5p in tumor tissues of nude mice. (D) Relative expression of ATG14 in tumor tissues of nude mice. (E) 
Relative expression of ATG14, LC3-I, LC3-II proteins in tumor tissues of nude mice. **Indicates P<0.01, ***Indicates P<0.001.

OncoTargets and Therapy 2020:13                                                                                         submit your manuscript | www.dovepress.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

DovePress                                                                                                                      
10885

Dovepress                                                                                                                                                             Song et al

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.dovepress.com
http://www.dovepress.com


a role in autophagy. In the current study, the target binding 
sites between miR-497-5p and ATG14 was ascertained 
through online target gene prediction analysis, and was 
later confirmed by dual-luciferase activity experiment. 
Then, cell experiments were carried out to observe 
whether miR-497-5p regulated ATG14 to promote the 
occurrence of autophagy and induce cell resistance. The 
results showed that miR-497-5p up-regulation notably 
decreased the IC50 of cells and increased the apoptosis 
rate, enhanced the expression of ATG14 and LC3-I pro-
teins, and reduced the expression of LC3-II proteins. On 
the contrary, the effects of inhibition of miR-497-5p were 
reversed. Subsequently, clinical research exhibited that 
ATG14 was highly expressed in patients with gastric can-
cer, and its expression was more significantly increased in 
patients with drug resistance. Through correlation analysis, 
we found that ATG14 was positively correlated with 
LINC01572, and negatively correlated with miR-497-5p, 
suggesting that LINC01572 and miR-497-5p/ATG14 
might play an important regulatory role in GC.

At the end of the study, we injected co-transfected vectors 
into nude mice through in vivo experiments, and treated them 
with DDP at the second week of modeling, so as to verify the 
relationship between LINC01572 and miR-497-5p/ATG14. 
The results demonstrated that the tumor volume and mass of 
nude mice injected with miR-497-5p-mimics+Vector were 
significantly reduced, the expression levels of ATG14 and 
LC3-II were decreased, and the LC3-I was increased. While 
the tumor volume and mass of nude mice injected with 
LINC01572+ miR-497-5p-mimics were remarkably 
increased and the protein expression was reversed as com-
pared with those transfected merely with miR-497-5p- 
mimics. Based on the above results, we can confirm that 
LINC01572 can induce autophagy in cells by regulating 
miR-497-5p/ATG14 axis, leading to cell resistance to DDP.

There are still some limitations in this study. Firstly, 
the relationship between LINC01572 and prognosis of 
gastric cancer patients remains to be studied. Secondly, 
although our study found that LINC01572 was highly 
expressed in GC patients, more clinical samples should 
be collected to verify whether it can be a potential diag-
nostic indicator. Therefore, we hope to collect more 
research samples in future studies and carry out follow- 
up to supplement our findings.

All in all, LINC01572 showed increased expression in 
DDP-resistant GC patients and can induce autophagy in 
cells by regulating the miR-497-5p/ATG14 axis, making 
cells resistant to DDP.
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