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Abstract
During the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic, multiple variants with differing amounts of escape from pre-existing immunity have emerged,
causing concerns about continued protection. Here, we use antigenic cartography to quantify and visualize the antigenic
relationships among 16 SARS-CoV-2 variants titrated against serum samples taken post-vaccination and post-infection with
seven different variants. We find major antigenic differences caused by substitutions at spike positions 417, 452, 484, and
possibly 501. B.1.1.529 (Omicron BA.1) showed the highest escape from all sera tested. Visualization of serological responses
as antibody landscapes shows how reactivity clusters in different regions of antigenic space. We find changes in
immunodominance of different spike regions depending on the variant an individual was exposed to, with implications for variant
risk assessment and vaccine strain selection.

Introduction
Since the beginning of the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) pandemic, the virus has caused
more than 546 million cases and 6.3 million deaths (1). During the first year of the pandemic, circulation was dominated by the
B.1 variant, characterized by the D614G substitution in the spike protein, which imparted increased infectivity and
transmissibility in vitro and in animal models (2, 3) but did not escape serum neutralization (4). Since then, multiple variants
have circulated widely, with five of them (B.1.1.7 (Alpha), B.1.351 (Beta), P.1 (Gamma), B.1.617.2 (Delta), and B.1.1.529
(Omicron)) categorized as Variants of Concern by the World Health Organization (WHO) based on evidence of higher
transmissibility, increased virulence, and/or reduced effectiveness of vaccines, therapeutics or diagnostics (5). At the beginning
of 2021, B.1.1.7 became the predominantly circulating variant in Europe and North America, P.1 and B.1.1.7 in South America,
and B.1.351 and B.1.1.7 in Africa, and Asia. In the third quarter of 2021, those variants were largely replaced by B.1.617.2
worldwide (6). Between December 2021 and January 2022, most geographic areas witnessed a rapid spread of the B.1.1.529
(Omicron) variant, which is able to infect and transmit readily from vaccinated and non-vaccinated individuals (7).

Prior to the emergence of B.1.1.529, a number of variants circulating in 2021 were antigenically distinct from the B.1-like 2020
viruses, with B.1.351 most strongly escaping neutralizing activity by convalescent and post-vaccination sera (8, 9). Sera from
individuals first infected with B.1.351 and P.1 fail to readily neutralize B.1.617.2, and vice versa, though B.1.617.2 does not show
strong escape from convalescent sera after infection with B.1-like variants (10, 11). B.1.1.529 has substantial escape from
post-vaccination and convalescent sera (12, 13).

Understanding the antigenic relationships among different variants in primary-infection serum responses, and the substitutions
causing antigenic change, is important for evaluating the need for vaccine updates, and predicting whether newly arising
variants may be able to evade immune responses induced by currently used vaccines. However, as the number of variants
continues to increase, the task of understanding the antigenic relationships among variants from raw neutralization titer data
becomes increasingly complex. Antigenic cartography (14) is a tool originally developed for the analysis of human seasonal
influenza virus antigenic data and has since been used in the analysis of antigenic variation in other pathogens, including avian,
equine and swine influenza viruses (15–19), flaviviruses (20) including dengue viruses (21, 22), lyssaviruses (23), and
foot-and-mouth disease viruses (24). It allows a quantitative and visual summary of antigenic differences among a large number
of variants and is a core component of the bi-annual influenza virus vaccine strain selection process convened by the WHO.
Here, we use antigenic cartography to analyze patterns of cross-reactivity among a panel of 16 SARS-CoV-2 variants and eight
groups of human sera obtained from individuals following primary infection with one of seven different variants or after
mRNA-1273 vaccination.

Results

Variant reactivity by serum group

We used 126 serum specimens collected from vaccinated or infected individuals (table S1) and titrated in a neutralization assay
against lentiviral pseudotypes encoding the spike protein of 16 SARS-CoV-2 variants (table S2). The serum specimens
comprise eight different serum groups of individuals with sequence-confirmed or assumed primary infections with D614G
(n=15), B.1.1.7 (n=14), B.1.351 (n=19), P.1 (n=17), B.1.617.2 (n=12), B.1.526+E484K (n=8), B.1.637 (n=3) and C.37 (n=10)
variants. Patient-level variant specific information was determined based on whole genome sequencing at laboratories at
collaborating institutions, or based on the predominantly circulating variant at the time of infection. We also included a ninth
group of sera from individuals with no known history of SARS-CoV-2 infection, collected four weeks post second vaccination
with the Moderna mRNA-1273 vaccine (n=28) (table S1).
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Figures 1 and S1 show the geometric mean titer (GMT) and individual serum reactivity profiles for each group of sera. Within
serum groups, patterns of reactivity were broadly consistent once variation in the overall magnitude of each individual response
was accounted for (fig. S2). Less variation was seen in the post-vaccination sera than in D614G convalescent sera, both in
terms of response magnitude and the pattern of reactivity seen against the variants. This is likely related to the more
standardized dose (25) and nature of vaccination compared to infection (26–28) but may also be caused by varying time
intervals between infection and sample collection seen in the convalescent samples compared to post-vaccination samples
(table S1) (29). Additional variation in post-infection serum groups was often related to higher-than-expected titers against
B.1.617.2-like variants, suggesting that in some cases, sera might be from individuals infected with B.1.617.2 variants after a
primary infection with a different variant. GMTs were robust to the exclusion of these potentially second-exposure sera (fig. S3,
Materials and Methods).

Comparing the post-vaccination and D614G sera responses to each other, we found that mean titers were consistently higher in
post-vaccination sera. We also found that the fold-drop compared to the homologous D614G variant was smaller for several
variants in the vaccinated group compared to the D614G group of sera, particularly among variants showing larger reductions in
neutralization, although there was substantial variation (fig. S4). This suggests that vaccination titers four weeks post second
dose were not only higher than D614G convalescent titers, but the sera were also more cross-reactive.

In each of the serum groups against which B.1.1.529 (Omicron BA.1) was titrated (two-times mRNA-1273 vaccinated, B.1.351,
B.1.617.2, and B.1.526+E484K sera), B.1.1.529 showed the largest fold-decline, ranging from an approximately 32-fold decline
for both the post-vaccination and B.1.351 sera, up to an approximately 256-fold drop for the B.1.617.2 sera (Materials and
Methods, figs. S5, S6).

Antigenic cartography

To visualize and quantify how the different variants relate to each other antigenically, we used the titrations shown in Fig. 1 to
construct an antigenic map, where antigens and sera are positioned relative to each other such that the distance between them
corresponds to the fold-drop compared to the maximum titer measured for each serum (Materials and Methods).
Cross-validation results indicated that the neutralization data could be well represented in two dimensions, and the map was
robust to assay noise and the exclusion of serum groups and variants (Materials and Methods, figs. S7-S19).

The resulting antigenic map (Fig. 2, fig. S20) can broadly be divided into six areas, corresponding to how the different variants
group antigenically: 1) A left-middle area occupied by vaccine and D614G sera, as well as viruses that are well neutralized by
those sera (D614G and B.1.1.7). 2) A top-right area with viruses neutralized well by B.1.351 and P.1 sera (P.1, B.1.351, B.1.621,
B.1.1.7+E484K). 3) A middle-right area occupied by the B.1.526+E484K variant. 4) A bottom-left area with viruses (B.1.617.2,
B.1.617.2+K417N, B.1.429) neutralized well by vaccine and D614G sera, as well as B.1.617.2 sera. 5) A bottom-right area with
viruses not neutralized well by any sera (B.1.617.1, B.1.617.2+E484Q), and finally 6) the area occupied by the B.1.1.529
(Omicron BA.1) variant, which is positioned furthest away from the vaccine and D614G convalescent sera. These six areas
highlight the antigenic variability of the virus and the differential specificities of neutralizing antibodies induced by either
vaccination or infection.

Serological reactivity shown by antibody landscapes

The antigenic map visualizes individual serum responses as separate points in the map based on fold-drop compared to the
maximum serum titer. As an extension of the antigenic map visualization, antibody landscapes give an indication of how serum
reactivity distributes after exposure to different variants, the magnitude of the response, and expected levels of reactivity to
variants that have not been titrated (fig. S21). Figure 3 shows individual responses and mean estimates of the GMT for each
serum group modeled as antibody landscape surfaces in a third dimension. Consistent with the raw titers in Fig. 1, the shape of
the antibody landscapes is similar for post-vaccination, D614G and B.1.1.7 serum groups, with the highest reactivity around the
D614G and B.1.1.7 variants, albeit with higher titers for the post-vaccine sera landscape. Similarly, the shape of the landscapes
generated by the B.1.351 and P.1 sera is comparable, with highest reactivity centered on the B.1.351 and P.1 variants. The
landscape of the B.1.617.2 sera shows a contrasting topology to the B.1.351 and P.1 landscapes, with the highest reactivity
against the B.1.617.2 variant and falling off towards other areas of the map. In agreement with the raw titers, the landscapes
show that all sera investigated here would be expected to have markedly reduced reactivity against B.1.1.529 (Omicron BA.1)
(Fig. 3, fig. S21).
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Molecular basis of the map topology

The locations of variants in the antigenic map point to amino acid substitutions which are shared between variants with similar
antigenic characteristics (Fig. 2). For example, variants with substitutions at position 484 (E to K or Q), are exclusively
positioned on the right of the map due to poorer neutralization by D614G and vaccine sera. Variants at the top right (B.1.351,
P.1, B.1.621, B.1.1.7+E484K) all have a substitution at position 501 (N to Y), and B.1.351 and P.1 additionally have substitutions
at position 417, suggesting that these changes may be associated with increased reactivity to B.1.351 and P.1 sera. Variants in
the lower half of the map (B.1.617.2, B.1.429, C.37, B.1.617.1) all have substitutions at position 452 (L to R or Q). While C.37
also showed rightwards movement, maybe indicating a role of its F490S substitution in causing antigenic change, there was a
substantial difference in the amount of escape of this variant seen in either post-vaccination or D614G sera (Fig. 1, fig. S4),
making the potential additional contribution of this substitution unclear.

To further investigate the molecular basis of these antigenic differences, we generated a series of lentivirus pseudotypes with
substitutions in the receptor binding domain (RBD) and measured the effect on reactivity to different serum groups and the
subsequent positioning of variants in the antigenic map (Fig. 4, figs. S22-S25). First, investigating the observation that the left to
right antigenic divide was associated with changes at position 484, we separately introduced the substitutions E484K and
E484Q into the background of D614G. We found that the D614G+E484K mutant was associated with an 11.6-fold drop (fig.
S23A) in reactivity to D614G sera (95% confidence interval (CI) 7.1-18.9 fold), while the D614G+E484Q mutant had a similarly
significant, but smaller, 5.7-fold drop (95% CI 3.4-9.5) in reactivity (fig. S23C). In the antigenic map, this was consistent with a
rightwards shift into the antigenic region occupied by variants that have these substitutions in common (B.1.526+E484K for
D614G+E484K, and B.1.617.1 and B.1.617.2+E484Q for D614G+E484Q) (Fig. 4A).

We next investigated the role of L452R in mediating antigenic change and escape from D614G serum reactivity. The
D614G+L452R mutant was associated with a drop of 2.1-fold (95% CI 1.7-2.6) against D614G sera compared to D614G alone
(fig. S23E), supporting an antigenic effect of the L452R substitution. However, the combination of the L452R and E484Q
substitutions, which showed a fold-drop of 4.7 to D614G sera (95% CI 3-7.4) (fig S23F), while also moving right in the antigenic
map (Fig. 4A), did not generate any additional escape from D614G sera reactivity as compared to E484Q alone, suggesting that
the effects of these single substitutions were not additive in this case. The additional antigenic change seen in B.1.617.1 toward
the bottom right of the map, which showed an extra fold drop of 3.4 for D614G sera compared to the D614G+E484Q+L452R
mutant (fig. S24), might therefore be caused by further substitutions outside of the RBD. Interestingly, the E484K, E484Q, and
L452R+E484Q substitutions had no significant or little effect on the reactivity of B.1.351 sera (fig. S23B,D,G), suggesting that
although these substitutions were able to create significant antigenic change in decreasing D614G sera reactivity, this had no
effect on B.1.351 sera neutralization, with titers neither increasing with additional sequence homology to B.1.351
(D614G+E484K), nor decreasing with reduced homology (D614G+L452R+E484Q).

Finally, we investigated the effect of substitutions at position 417 by reverting that substitution in the B.1.351 and P.1 variants in
the top right of the map back to the ancestral K and introducing 417N into the B.1.429 and B.1.617.1 variants in the bottom left
and bottom right of the map, respectively. Titers against B.1.351 sera were reduced by 2.9-fold in the case of B.1.351+N417K,
and 2.2-fold for P.1+T417K (fig. S25A,B), while not significantly changing reactivity against D614G sera, and the substitution
was associated with downwards movement in the antigenic map (Fig. 4B). For B.1.617.1+K417N the effect was the opposite,
increasing reactivity to B.1.351 sera by 2.8-fold (fig. S25C) and causing subsequent upwards movement in the map (Fig. 4B).
Introducing K417N into B.1.429 caused increases in reactivity of 1.7-fold and 2.3-fold to B.1.351 and D614G sera, respectively
(fig. S25D). This increase in reactivity to D614G sera in addition to B.1.351 sera was unexpected, given that the K417N
substitution represents a change away from sequence homology with D614G. Since it has been shown that the presence of the
K417N substitution alone in the absence of 501Y greatly reduces angiotensin-converting enzyme 2 (ACE2) affinity in some
contexts (30), we speculate that the effect seen in B.1.429+K417N may be an artificial inflation of titers generally, rather than
true antigenic change. While the effect of the substitutions at position 417 introduced in P.1, B.1.351 and B.1.617.1 was more
consistent with an underlying antigenic effect as inferred from the map, they did not fully change the antigenic phenotype
between variants in the top right and bottom right of the map, suggesting that additional substitutions, for example the additional
change identified at position 501, are also antigenically significant. A contribution of N501Y would further be consistent with the
top-right position of B.1.1.7+E484K and B.1.621, both of which have E484K and N501Y in the RBD, without substitutions at
position 417.

Variation in immunodominance of different RBD sites between serum groups

One pattern indicated in the antigenic map and tested by the mutant experiments was that substantial effects on reactivity to
one serum group could be associated with little or no effect on the reactivity measured against another, indicative of changes in
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immunodominance. Figure 5 shows the titers of D614G and B.1.351 sera for the D614G and B.1.351 variants, along with titers
against the D614G+E484K and B.1.351+N417K variants. The B.1.526+E484K variant is shown as a comparator. While the
neutralizing activity of D614G sera against the D614G+E484K variant was substantially reduced as discussed above, there was
little difference in neutralization of this variant by B.1.351 convalescent sera (Fig. 5A,B and fig. S23A,B). Reciprocally, while
substitutions introduced at position 417 consistently affected B.1.351 serum reactivity, there was little effect on the reactivity of
D614G sera (Fig. 5C,D and fig. S25B).

We tested for further evidence of immunodominance switches in the serum groups more generally by comparing differences in
serum reactivity between pairs of variants that differed by single amino acid changes in the RBD. Comparing pairs of variants
with differences at position 484 (B.1.526+E484K vs D614G; B.1.1.7+E484K vs B.1.1.7; B.1.617.2+E484Q vs B.1.617.2) (fig.
S26A-C), the findings were consistent with those from the D614G+E484K mutant, with D614G sera consistently showing
significantly reduced reactivity when the amino acid at position 484 varied from the ancestral 484E, while the B.1.351 sera
showed little to no significant change in reactivity. These observations also extended to the other serum groups, with the overall
pattern being that sera from individuals infected with variants with the ancestral 484E (vaccine, D614G, B.1.1.7 and B.1.617.2
sera) were sensitive to differences at position 484, while sera from infections with 484K (B.1.351, P.1 and B.1.526+E484K sera)
were not affected by these substitutions. C.37, with a substitution close to 484 at 490, was an exception. These sera also
displayed little sensitivity to amino acid difference at position 484 for the one pair of variants where it could be compared (fig.
S26C).

Comparing pairs of variants with differences at spike position 417 (B.1.617.2+K417N vs B.1.617.2, P.1 vs B.1.1.7+E484K) (fig.
S27), results were mixed. Differences between B.1.1.7+E484K and P.1 were consistent with experimental results with
B.1.351+N417K and P.1+T417K, where B.1.351 sera were generally sensitive to differences at 417 while D614G sera were not.
For B.1.617.2+K417N vs B.1.617.2, little difference was observed between D614G and B.1.351 sera, reminiscent of the mutant
results seen with B.1.429+K417N and also suggesting a possible interaction with presence or absence of an associated
substitution, 501Y. For P.1 vs B.1.1.7+E484K we also noted a wider general trend where serum groups associated with changes
to 417T/N (P.1, B.1.351 sera) tended to have higher reactivity against variants with K417N, while those with ancestral 417K
(post-vaccination, D614G, B.1.1.7, B.1.526+E484K, B.1.617.2, and C.37 sera) showed less evidence of a sensitivity to the
substitution.

Considering pairs of variants differing at spike position 501 (B.1.1.7 vs D614G and B.1.1.7+E484K vs B.1.526+E484K) (fig.
S28), we again noted distinctions between serum groups, with B.1.351 and B.1.1.7 sera (with 501Y) generally being sensitive to
differences at position 501, while vaccine sera and D614G, B.1.526+E484K, and B.1.617.2 sera (with ancestral 501N) were not
sensitive to the same extent. Interestingly, the P.1 serum group did not seem to be sensitive to changes at position 501, despite
its homologous variant having the N501Y substitution.

Finally, two variants (D614G vs B.1.429) allowed for a comparison of the effects of a substitution at 452. In keeping with the
effect of the D614G+L452R mutant in D614G sera and lack of effect seen of the D614G+L452R+E484Q variant in B.1.351 sera,
D614G sera showed significantly reduced reactivity to B.1.429, which has 452R, while B.1.351 sera had similar titers against the
two variants (fig. S29). Aside from B.1.351 and B.1.526+E484K, all other serum groups distinguished between the two variants,
with decreased (vaccine, D614G, B.1.1.7, and P.1 sera) or increased (B.1.617.2 sera) titers to B.1.429, corresponding to the
amino acid present at position 452 in the eliciting variant.

These patterns indicate that different serum groups display distinct patterns of immunodominance in terms of the regions on the
RBD that are preferentially targeted by antibodies, and subsequently the types of substitutions to which the different sera are
sensitive. These observations can also explain wider patterns in the data, for example why the B.1.1.7 variant, with N501Y in
the RBD, does not significantly escape reactivity to vaccine or D614G sera (fig. S5A,B), yet is neutralized more efficiently by
B.1.351 sera (N501Y in RBD of eliciting B.1.351 variant) as compared to the D614G variant (fig. S5E). We also note that
although for some positions, such as 484, a change in amino acid could be associated with a change in immunodominance of
that position, this was not always the case. For example, B.1.351 sera appeared insensitive to amino acid changes at position
452 while D614G sera were sensitive to substitutions at that position, despite the fact that both B.1.351 and D614G carry a
Leucine at position 452, suggesting that the immunodominance patterns may sometimes depend on more complex
context-based factors.

Estimation of the antigenic map position of BA.4/BA.5

The Omicron variants BA.4 and BA.5 are estimated to have emerged in mid-December 2021 and early January 2022,
respectively (31). In comparison to the Omicron BA.2 variant, both additionally have the H69/V70 deletion in the NTD and the
L452R and F486V substitution and the reversion to the wild type glutamine at position 493 in the RBD of the spike protein (31)
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We used two primary infection BA.1 sera, nine double-vaccinated mRNA-1273.351 sera and 16 triple-vaccinated mRNA-1273
sera with titers adapted as would be expected for two times mRNA-1273 vaccinated sera, to position BA.4/BA.5 in the antigenic
map presented in Fig. 2 (Material and Methods). The BA.4/BA.5 variant is placed to the top right relative to Omicron BA.1 (Fig.
6), with the furthest radial distance from prototype sera than any other variant, including BA.1. The overall topology of the
antigenic map shown in Fig. 2 does not change substantially upon inclusion of the BA.4/BA.5 variant and the additional sera
(Fig. 6, fig. S30A).

Discussion
The antigenic analyses of SARS-CoV-2 variants presented here underscore the advantages of an integrated and extensible
framework for understanding antigenic relationships and serum responses in SARS-CoV-2. We find that different variants and
serum responses cluster in a way that allows the inference of prime candidates for the amino acid substitutions responsible for
the antigenic changes. Testing inferences from this approach experimentally, we find antigenic effects that are consistent with
those inferred from antigenic map topology. Findings on the significant role of substitutions at position 484 and suggestions of
the role of 417 and 501 are in agreement with other work based on deep mutational scanning (DMS) (32–34) and neutralization
data using vesicular stomatitis virus pseudotyped particles (35, 36). Extending the current map with additional variants and sera,
in particular sera that are able to potently neutralize variants in the bottom right area of the map (B.1.617.1, B.1.617.2+E484Q,
and B.1.1.529), will increase the resolution of this portion of the map and help guide further work to identify the broader range of
substitutions and positions associated with SARS-CoV-2 antigenic evolution in both current and future variants.

Although we find that B.1.1.529 (Omicron BA.1) shows the greatest escape of all variants we tested, it is perhaps surprising,
given it has 15 substitutions in the RBD, that compared to other variants its escape was not greater. B.1.1.529 (Omicron BA.1)
shows only 2.3-fold additional escape from vaccine sera as compared to the B.1.351 variant, 2.4-fold additional escape from
B.1.351 sera as compared to the B.1.617.2 variant, and similar antigenic escape from B.1.617.2 sera as compared to the
B.1.621 variant (fig. S5). Our finding of a 30-fold decline from D614G to B.1.1.529 (Omicron BA.1) in the vaccination group falls
at the center of the range of published values for twice Moderna mRNA-1273 vaccinated individuals, which ranges from 8-fold to
approximately 80-fold with a mean of 30-fold (13). The large range in published estimates for fold-decline in B.1.1.529 (Omicron
BA.1) neutralization might come from differences in the assay used and the presence of high numbers of non-detectable titers.
Although fewer studies report neutralization data against variant sera, there is no evidence that our measurements are
substantially different from what others report (13).

The large antigenic effect of single substitutions such as E484K is reminiscent of human influenza viruses, where, among
circulating strains that may differ by amino acids at multiple positions, a large portion of the antigenic difference is associated
with only a single or double substitution (37), and similarly for swine and equine influenza viruses (38, 39). For influenza virus,
these substitutions are located adjacent to the receptor binding site on the hemagglutinin protein, which is also observed for the
determinants of SARS-CoV-2 antigenic evolution described here, being located close to the ACE2 binding site on the spike
protein (fig. S31, S32). Given that B.1.1.529 differs from B.1.351 by substitutions at 11 additional positions in the RBD, yet is
only 2.3-fold less sensitive to neutralization by the vaccine sera compared to B.1.351 (fig. S5), it is plausible that a similar
pattern applies here, where the majority of these substitutions are not associated with significant antigenic effects. In this regard,
tests of the substitutions present in B.1.1.529 (Omicron BA.1) (32, 34, 36) identify significant effects of K417N, E484A, Q493R,
G446S, and N501Y on reducing monoclonal antibody binding. Given the presence of K417N and N501Y in B.1.351 and the
apparent insensitivity of vaccine and D614G post-infection sera to substitutions at these positions, it is not likely they would
explain the additional escape. Changes at position 484 have already been implicated, with E484A causing more escape from
D614G sera than E484K in deep mutational scanning data (32), and the remaining substitutions, G446S and Q493R, would also
fit the general pattern of proximity to the receptor binding site (fig. S32). The effect of G446S is predominantly to antibodies
binding to Barnes class III positions in the 443-450 loop (32, 36, 40), a region that is relatively less targeted by antibodies
generated by D614G infections (32). E484A and Q493R show substantial effects on reducing binding by antibodies targeting
Barnes class II positions (on the outer face of the receptor binding ridge) (32, 36, 40), making them seemingly likely candidates
for additional escape against D614G and vaccine sera, which primarily target this region (32).

The antigenic map, in combination with the antibody landscapes, allows us to understand and compare serum responses not
only on a variant by variant basis, but also more generally, providing a quantitative measurement of both the magnitude and
breadth of response following different exposures, while using information on antigenic relationships in the map to infer how
reactivity is likely to distribute to variants that have not been measured. Although the sera investigated here represent single
exposures, the same principles can be applied for understanding how multi-exposure serum responses distribute across
antigenic space (41). With an increasing number of variants to choose from to update SARS-CoV-2 vaccines, the capacity to
rationally select variants that represent a full range of SARS-CoV-2 antigenic variation will become increasingly important for
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guiding vaccine strain selection and testing of sera, both in the context of determining the antigenic variants against which a
population may have low protection, and for effectively comparing the antigenic breadth of vaccine-elicited responses.

Our findings indicating switches in immunodominance, where sera preferentially target different regions of the RBD depending
on the variant an individual is first exposed to, have potential consequences for future variant risk assessment and vaccine
immunogen selection. Similar behavior has been seen in influenza virus (42), and the findings are consistent with studies in
SARS-CoV-2 showing that monoclonal antibodies tend to have differing regional binding preferences when sourced from
individuals exposed to different variants (11, 43–45). In addition, conclusions of an immunodominance switch for B.1.351 sera
away from the 484 region correspond well with recently published data applying deep mutational scanning techniques to sera
post D614G and B.1.351 infection (33). Our results show how such immunodominance switches extend to vaccination and
infections with different variants. As populations increasingly experience multiple exposures, it will be important to investigate
responses with these immunodominance patterns in mind. In particular, how responses to vaccination with new variants may
consequently differ from the types of response inferred from first exposure sera and animal models, which may have
preferentially targeted different epitopes. Answers to these questions will reveal the variants and substitutions to which different
populations are most vulnerable and help anticipate which emerging variants may be most at risk of evading current immunity.
As understanding increases, the choice of vaccine immunogens based on immunodominance considerations may be as
important as their antigenic characteristics.
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Figures and figure legends

Fig. 1: Neutralization of lentivirus pseudotypes encoding different SARS-CoV-2 spike proteins by patient sera collected
after vaccination or infection with different variants. Variants are ordered according to geometric mean titer (GMT) in
mRNA-1273 sera (top left), which allows for direct comparison in a column. Bold lines with empty circles show the GMTs, fainter
individual lines and solid points show individual serum titers. Points in the gray region at the bottom of the plots show titers and
GMTs that fell below the detection threshold of 20. Titer box plots and line plots accounting for individual effects are shown in
figs. S1 and S2 respectively. GMTs for data including non-detectable titers is calculated as described in Materials and Methods,
‘Titer Analyses’ section.

13

.CC-BY-NC-ND 4.0 International licensemade available under a
(which was not certified by peer review) is the author/funder, who has granted bioRxiv a license to display the preprint in perpetuity. It is 

The copyright holder for this preprintthis version posted July 13, 2022. ; https://doi.org/10.1101/2022.01.28.477987doi: bioRxiv preprint 

https://doi.org/10.1101/2022.01.28.477987
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


Fig. 2: Antigenic map of SARS-CoV-2 variants and selected substitutions. Variants are shown as circles, sera as squares.
Variants with additional substitutions from a root variant are denoted by smaller circles, in the color of their root variant. The x
and y-axes both represent antigenic distance, with one grid square corresponding to one two-fold serum dilution in the
neutralization assay. Therefore, two grid squares correspond to a four-fold dilution, three to an eight-fold dilution and so on. The
orientation of the map within the x and y axes is free, as only the relative distances between variants and sera can be inferred.
Triangular arrowheads at the edge of the bounding box point in the direction of the sera that would be shown outside of the plot
limits. Six antigenic areas are delimited by ovals: 1) Left-middle: D614G convalescent and vaccine sera, D614G and B.1.1.7
variants. 2) Top-right: B.1.351 and P.1 sera, P.1, B.1.351, B.1.621, B.1.1.7+E484K variants. 3) Middle-right: B.1.526+E484K
variant. 4) Bottom-left: B.1.617.2 sera, B.1.617.2, B.1.617.2+K417N, B.1.429 variants. 5) Bottom-right: B.1.617.1 and
B.1.617.2+E484Q variants. 6) Farthest-right: B.1.1.529 (Omicron BA.1) variant. A non-zoomed version of this map is shown in
fig. S20. An updated version of this figure that shows the estimated position of Omicron variant BA.4/BA.5 is shown in Fig. 6.
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Fig. 3: Antibody landscapes for each serum group. Colored surfaces show the geometric mean titer (GMT) antibody
landscapes for the different serum groups, light gray surfaces show the landscapes for each individual serum. Gray impulses
show the height of the GMT for a specific variant, after accounting for individual effects as described in Materials and Methods
(which would otherwise bias the GMT for variants not titrated against all sera). The base x-y plane corresponds to the antigenic
map shown in Fig. 2. The vertical z-axis in each plot corresponds to the titer on the log2 scale, each two-fold increment is
marked, starting from a titer of 20, one unit above the map surface. The gray horizontal plane indicates the height of a titer of
50, as a reference for judging the landscapes against various estimates of neutralizing antibody correlates of protection.
Additional visualizations of predicted vs fitted titers are shown in fig. S21.
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Fig. 4: Antigenic maps including laboratory made variants with substitutions at positions 484, 452, and 417. The same
antigenic map as shown in Fig. 2 but additionally showing laboratory made mutants.  A) Variants with substitutions E484K,
E484Q, L452R+E484K in the background of D614G; D614G+L452R is not shown since it was titrated against only D614G sera
and so its position would not be well triangulated in the map. B) Variants with the T/N417K substitution in the background of P.1
and B.1.351 respectively, and K417N in the background of B.1.429 and B.1.617.1. Arrows point from the antigenic position of
the root virus to that of the laboratory-generated variant.
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Fig. 5: Effect of substitutions at positions 484 and 417 on D614G and B.1.351 serum reactivity. Titer plots for each D614G
and B.1.351 serum against different variants, with serum identifier on the x-axis and titer on the y-axis. A, B) D614G,
D614G+E484K (laboratory made), and B.1.526+E484K variants. C, D) B.1.351, B.1.351+N417K (laboratory made), and
B.1.526+E484K variants. Sera are ordered by GMT of the three variants they are plotted against. Laboratory made variants and
natural variants are shown as dashed and continuous lines, respectively. Points in the gray region at the bottom of the plots
show titers that fell below the detection threshold of 20.
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Fig. 6: Estimated position of the Omicron BA.4/BA.5 variant. The Omicron BA.4/BA.5 variant was placed on the antigenic
map using two BA.1 sera, nine two times vaccinated mRNA-1273.351 sera and the 16 three times vaccinated mRNA-1273 sera
with titers adapted as would be expected for two times mRNA-1273 vaccinated sera (Materials and Methods). Variants are
shown as circles, sera as squares. Variants with additional substitutions from a root variant are denoted by smaller circles, in the
color of their root variant. The x and y-axes both represent antigenic distance, with one grid square corresponding to one
two-fold serum dilution in the neutralization assay. Therefore, two grid squares correspond to a four-fold dilution, three to an
eight-fold dilution and so on. The orientation of the map within the x and y axes is free, as only the relative distances between
variants and sera can be inferred. Triangular arrowheads at the edge of the bounding box point in the direction of the sera that
would be shown outside of the plot limits.
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