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Method Engineering (ME) is the discipline to study engineering techniques for
constructing, assessing, evaluating and managing methods for developing
Information Systems Development Methods (ISDM). Method engineering can
therefore, be seen as concerned with meta-methods. The prevalent research view
point has been the one of a meta-method supporting the selection and integration of
ISDM parts that together form a new situational method i.e. a method adapted to the
situation of a specific ISD project. Research in Situational Method Engineering
(SME) has not exclusively, but undoubtedly produced a large portfolio of assembly-
based approaches.

The talk will build upon the results achieved in SME to suggest cross fertilization
with other disciplines and to raise research challenges for our community.

The position of the author is on one hand, that some of the results achieved can
be ‘exported’ to other fields to the benefit of the SME research whereas on the other
hand, our discipline can expand its scope by ‘importing’ views and approaches that
other communities are developing on similar issues.
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