
Seventh Edition 

Modern Sociological Theory 

George Ritzer 
University of Maryland 

McGraw-Hill 
Higher Education 

Boston Burr Ridge, IL Dubuque, IA New York 

San Francisco St. Louis Bangkok Bogota Caracas Kuala Lumpur 

Lisbon London Madrid Mexico City Milan Montreal New Delhi 

Santiago Seoul Singapore Sydney Taipei Toronto 



Contents 

Biographical and Autobiographical 

Sketches xiii 

Preface xv 

Introduction to Sociological 

Theory 1 

CHAPTER 1 A Historical Sketch of 

Sociological Theory: 

The Early Years 1 

Introduction 2 

Social Forces in the Development of 

Sociological Theory 5 

Political Revolutions 5 

The Industrial Revolution and the Rise 

of Capitalism 5 

The Rise of Socialism 6 

Feminism 6 

Urbanization 7 

Religious Change 7 

The Growth of Science 7 

Intellectual Forces and The Rise of 

Sociological Theory 8 

The Enlightenment 8 

The Conservative Reaction to the 

Enlightenment 9 

The Development of French 

Sociology 11 

Alexis de Tocqueville (1805-1859) 11 

Claude Henri Saint-Simon 

(1760-1825) 14 

Auguste Comte (1798-1857) 15 

Emile Durkheim (1858-1917) 18 

The Development of German 

Sociology 23 

The Roots and Nature of the Theories 

of Karl Marx (1818-1883) 23 

The Roots and Nature of the Theories 

of Max Weber (1864-1920) and 

Georg Simmel (1858-1918) 30 

The Origins of British Sociology 41 

Political Economy, Ameliorism, and 

Social Evolution 41 

Herbert Spencer (1820-1903) 43 

The Key Figure in Early Italian 

Sociology 47 

Turn-of-the-Century Developments in 

European Marxism 48 

CHAPTER 2 A Historical Sketch of 

Sociological Theory: The 

Later Years 51 

Early American Sociological 

Theory 51 

Politics 51 

Social Change and Intellectual 

Currents 52 

The Chicago School 60 

Women in Early Sociology 66 

W. E. B. Du Bois and Race 

Theory 67 

vii 



viii Contents 

Sociological Theory to Midcentury 70 

The Rise of Harvard, the Ivy League, 

and Structural Functionalism 70 

The Chicago School in Decline 72 

Developments in Marxian Theory 73 

Karl Mannheim and the Sociology of 

Knowledge 74 

Sociological Theory From 

Midcentury 75 

Structural Functionalism: Peak and 

Decline 75 

Radical Sociology in America: 

С Wright Mills 75 

The Development of Conflict Theory 77 

The Birth of Exchange Theory 78 

Dramaturgical Analysis: The Work of 

Erving Goffman 79 

The Development of Sociologies of 

Everyday Life 80 

The Rise and Fall (?) of Marxian 

Sociology 81 

The Challenge of Feminist Theory 82 

Structuralism and Poststructuralism 84 

LateTwentiethCentury Developments 

in Sociological Theory 84 

Micro-Macro Integration 85 

Agency-Structure Integration 85 

Theoretical Syntheses 86 

Theories of Modernity and 

Postmodernity 87 

The Defenders of Modernity 87 

The Proponents of Postmodernity 88 

Theories to Watch in the Early 

TwentyFirst Century 89 

Multicultural Social Theory, Queer 

Theory, and Critical Theories of Race 

and Racism 89 

Postmodern and Post-Postmodern Social 

Theories 91 

Theories of Consumption 91 

Theories of Globalization 92 

Actor-Network Theory 93 

Practice Theory 94 

• • • M l 

Щ Ц Щ | Modern Sociological Theory: 

The Major Schools 97 

CHAPTER 3 Structural Functionalism, 

Neofunctionalism, and 

Conflict Theory 97 

Structural Functionalism 98 

The Functional Theory of Stratification 

and Its Critics 99 

Talcott Parson's Structural 

Functionalism 101 

Robert Merton's Structural 

Functionalism 114 

The Major Criticisms 119 

Neofunctionalism 122 

Conflict Theory 127 

The Work of Ralf Dahrendorf 127 

The Major Criticisms and Efforts to 

Deal with Them 131 

A More Integrative Conflict Theory 132 

CHAPTER 4 Varieties of Neo-Marxian 

Theory 139 

Economic Determinism 139 

Hegelian Marxism 140 

Georg Lukдcs 141 

Antonio Gramsci 143 

Critical Theory 144 

The Major Critiques of Social and 

Intellectual Life 144 

The Major Contributions 148 

Criticisms of Critical Theory 152 

The Ideas of Jьrgen Habermas 152 

Critical Theory Today 156 

Later Developments in Cultural 

Critique 157 



Contents ix 

Neo-Marxian Economic Sociology 158 

Capital and Labor 159 

Fordism and Post-Fordism 164 

Historically Oriented Marxism 166 

The Modern World-System 166 

Neo-Marxian Spatial Analysis 172 

The Production of Space 172 

Trialectics 175 

Spaces of Hope 176 

Post-Marxist Theory 179 

Analytical Marxism 179 

Postmodern Marxian Theory 184 

After Marxism 187 

Criticisms of Post-Marxism 189 

CHAPTER 5 Systems Theory 192 

Sociology and Modern Systems 

Theory 192 

Gains from Systems Theory 192 

Some General Principles 193 

Applications to the Social World 194 

Niklas Luhmann's General System 

Theory 196 

Autopoietic Systems 197 

Society and Psychic Systems 199 

Double Contingency 201 

Evolution of Social Systems 202 

Differentiation 203 

Luhmann's Sociology of 

Knowledge 208 

Criticisms 209 

CHAPTER 6 Symbolic 

Interactionism 213 

The Major Historical Roots 213 

Pragmatism 213 

Behaviorism 215 

Between Reductionism and 

Sociologism 216 

The Ideas of George Herbert Mead 217 

The Priority of the Social 217 

The Act 220 

Gestures 222 

Significant Symbols 223 

Mind 224 

Self 225 

Society 230 

Symbolic Interactionism: 

The Basic Principles 231 

Capacity for Thought 232 

Thinking and Interaction 232 

Learning Meanings and Symbols 233 

Action and Interaction 234 

Making Choices 235 

The Self and the Work of Irving 

Goffman 235 

Groups and Societies 245 

Criticisms 246 

Toward a More Synthetic and 

Integrative Symbolic 

Interactionism 247 

Redefining Mead 248 

Micro-Macro Integration 249 

The Future of Symbolic 

Interactionism 251 

CHAPTER 7 Ethnomethodology 254 

Defining Ethnomethodology 254 

The Diversification Of 

Ethnomethodology 258 

Studies of Institutional Settings 258 

Conversation Analysis 259 

Some Early Examples 260 

Breaching Experiments 260 

Accomplishing Gender 262 



X Contents 

Conversation Analysis 263 

Telephone Conversations: Identification 

and Recognition 263 

Initiating Laughter 265 

Generating Applause 265 

Booing 266 

The Interactive Emergence of Sentences 

and Stories 268 

Integration of Talk and Nonvocal 

Activities 268 

Doing Shyness (and Self-Confidence) 269 

Studies of Institutions 270 

Job Interviews 270 

Executive Negotiations 270 

Calls to Emergency Centers 271 

Dispute Resolution in Mediation 

Hearings 271 

Criticisms of Traditional Sociology 273 

Separated from the Social 273 

Confusing Topic and Resource 274 

Stresses and Strains in 

Ethnomethodology 275 

Synthesis and Integration 277 

Ethnomethodology and the 

Micro-Macro Order 277 

CHAPTER 8 Exchange, Network, and 

Rational Choice 

Theories 280 

Exchange Theory 280 

Behaviorism 281 

Rational Choice Theory 281 

The Exchange Theory of George 

Homans 284 

Peter Blau's Exchange Theory 291 

The Work of Richard Emerson and 

His Disciples 295 

Network Theory 302 

Basic Concepts and Principles 302 

Network Exchange Theory 305 

Structural Power 307 

Strong and Weak Power Structures 307 

Rational Choice Theory 308 

Foundations of Social Theory 309 

Criticisms 316 

CHAPTER 9 Modern Feminist 

Theory 319 

By Patricia Madoo Lengermann and 

Gillian Niebrugge 

Feminism's Basic Questions 319 

Theorizing Gender: Sociology 1960 to 

Present 322 

Modern Macro-Social Theories of 

Gender 322 

Modern Micro-Social Theories of 

Gender 326 

Feminist Engagements with Bourdieu, 

Habermas, and Giddens 327 

Varieties of Contemporary Feminist 

Theory 330 

Gender Difference 333 

Sociological Theories: Institutional and 

Interactional 335 

Gender Inequality 337 

Gender Oppression 341 

Structural Oppression 346 

Feminism and Postmodernism 356 

A Feminist Sociological Theory 361 

A Feminist Sociology of Knowledge 361 

The Macro-Social Order 363 

The Micro-Social Order 365 

Subjectivity 367 

Ц щ Щ Щ Recent Integrative 

Developments in 

Sociological Theory 373 

CHAPTER 10 Micro-Macro and Agency-

Structure Integration 373 

MicroMacro Integration 374 

Micro-Macro Extremism 374 



Contents xi 

The Movement toward Micro-Macro 

Integration 375 

Examples of Micro-Macro 

Integration 376 

Back to The Future: Norbert Elias's 

Figurational Sociology 384 

AgencyStructure Integration 394 

Major Examples of Agency-Structure 

Integration 395 

Major Differences in the Agency-

Structure Literature 416 

AgencyStructure and MicroMacro 

Linkages: Fundamental 

Differences 418 

PART IV From Modern to 

Postmodern Social Theory 

(and Beyond) 421 

CHAPTER 12 Globalization 

Theory 447 

Major Contemporary Theorists on 

Globalization 449 

Anthony Giddens on the "Runaway 

World" of Globalization 449 

Ulrich Beck, the Politics of Globalization, 

and Cosmopolitanism 450 

Zygmunt Bauman on the Human 

Consequences of Globalization 452 

Cultural Theory 453 

Cultural Differentialism 453 

Cultural Convergence 456 

Cultural Hybridization 461 

Economic Theory 464 

Transnational Capitalism 464 

Empire 465 

Political Theory 468 

Other Theories 472 

CHAPTER 11 Contemporary Theories 

of Modernity 421 

Classical Theorists on 

Modernity 421 

The Juggernaut of Modernity 423 

Modernity and Its Consequences 425 

Modernity and Identity 428 

Modernity and Intimacy 430 

The Risk Society 430 

Creating the Risks 431 

Coping with the Risks 432 

Modernity and the 

Holocaust 433 

A Product of Modernity 433 

The Role of Bureaucracy 434 

The Holocaust and Rationalization 435 

Modernity's Unfinished Project 437 

Habermas versus Postmodernists 441 

Informationalism and the Network 

Society 442 

CHAPTER 13 Structuralism, 

Poststructuralism, 

and Postmodern 

Social Theory 474 

Structuralism 475 

Roots in Linguistics 476 

Anthropological Structuralism: Claude 

Levi-Strauss 476 

Structural Marxism 477 

Poststructuralism 478 

The Ideas of Michel 

Foucault 480 

Postmodern Social Theory 490 

Moderate Postmodern Social Theory: 

Fredric Jameson 494 

Extreme Postmodern Social Theory: 

Jean Baudrillard 499 

Postmodern Social Theory and 

Sociological Theory 501 

Criticisms and PostPostmodern Social 

Theory 502 



xii Contents 

CHAPTER 14 Cutting-Edge 

Developments in 

Contemporary 

Theory 507 

Queer Theory (by 3. Michael Ryan) 507 

What Is It? 508 

Where Did It Come From? 510 

Critiques and Potential Solutions 513 

Critical Theories of Race and 

Racism 514 

Actor-Network Theory, Posthumanism, 

and Postsociality 518 

Practice Theory 523 

APPENDIX Sociological Metatheorizing 

and a Metatheoretical 

Schema For Analyzing 

Sociological Theory Al 

The Ideas of Thomas Kuhn A-7 

Sociology: A Multiple-Paradigm 

Science A - l l 

The Social-Facts Paradigm A-ll 

The Social-Definition Paradigm A-ll 

The Social-Behavior Paradigm A-12 

Toward a More Integrated Sociological 

Paradigm A-l2 

Levels of Social Analysis: An 

Overview A-13 

References R-l 

Credits C-l 

Name Index 1-1 

Subject Index 1-15 

Metatheorizing in Sociology A-l 

Pierre Bourdieu's Reflexive 
Sociology A-5 


