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National Imagination and the Ideology of Educational Films
in Republic of China

ZHOU Hui-mei LI Yuan
(Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract; Before and after May Forth Movement, an increasing number of educational films were pro-
duced in China, such as Education of the Blind Children and Driving off the Mosquitoes which were produced
by the Commercial Press. After that, due to the need of ideology propaganda and the national economic and
cultural development, the Nanjing National Government included educational films in its commercial system so
as to mobilize the public, imagine the modern nation, and shape the new citizen. Meanwhile, educational
films expanded the coverage of education by penetrating education elements in the entertaining films. Moreo-
ver, the non-profit encouragement by the government led to an unprecedented interaction and a discourse sys-
tem between the intelligentsia and the lower classes, hence the modern common sense. National imagination
had a deep influence on the direction of ideology of the educational films.

Keywords: educational films; mobilize the public; discourse system; common sense
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